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© By that faithfull and peg Preacher of Gods 

VB: Word, William Whazely late Paſtour of Banbury. 
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(+ Together with Mr, WHartziriyns Life and Death. 
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Publiſhed by M*. Edward Leighand M*. Henry Scudder, who were appointed 
by the eAuthour to peruſe his manuſcripts,andprinted by his owne Coppy, 
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| P Vivitur Exemplis. 

VI Preceptaducunt, Exempla trahunt. £94 
G8 i Cox. II: I. 5, 
85 Be yee followers of me,cven as I alſo am of Chriſt. 

Dy Ex0O Þ. 23. 2, 

& Thou ſhalt not follow « multitude to doe evill. 

& 3-0 te LOff. 

& Now all theſe things happened wnto them for Enſamples: And 

we they are written for our admonition. 


LOND ON. 
Printed by G. M.for En vvanyd Lanonan Booke-ſeller 
in Banbury, MD CXL 
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non 


gi VVORSHIPFEFVYLL THE 's 
' ALDERMEN AND BVRGESSES, | 
q | AND THE REST OF THE INHA- iN 
q BITANTSOF THE TOWNE' ; 88 I 

þ AND PARISHOF BANBURY, i In [ 


q | Right Worſbipfull,&c. 
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als I could not but con- 
A7\ | gratulate my owne and 
| your happineſle in the 
injoyment of your wore 
thy Paſtours labours, 
ſo both I and many 0- 
ther Chriſtians do now 
condole your miſery in. 
© the loſſe of the good 
\: |] ; Authour. The greater'your hapyinefle was,| +7 
{the greater now is your miſery,and feare niany{ -. 4: 


. 

w_ Lad 
% T4 
1 

: 


1 Tim. 3.2, 
Tit.1.8, 
+ * ney alc, 


4 will beare 
| ; 44 - both rea- 


" 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


— em OS 


of you prized not the bleſſing ſo much as you 
ſhould have done, and thac you knew not the 
greatneſle of the benefirſo well by the fruition| ? 
as now by:the want of it, At Banbury evena-| 
mongſt you was your Paſtour borne and bred,| ? 
and therghe lived and died. Miniſters are cal-| * 
led Incumbents, ſo was he being diligently re-! 


| 


ſident in his place, they are tiled Lights,fo was 


- 


E 


/ "Tn 
—  ———— 


12 Tin.2.15 that needed not to be aſhamed,rigbily dividing the word | 
ps, 


he, like a candle orlampe which ſpent himlelle| 

to givelighttoothers, Heſpent his means and | * 
ſtrength amongſt you,andas himlſelfe in his ſick-| * 
neſle laid, He ſought nos yours but you. Ofall the | | 
Miniſtersthatever\ knew ſo experimentally, he ] 
was the moſt unblameable 1n his conye ſation, | | 
[ had the happineſle tolive almoſta yeare Tang - 
Bn in his houſe, neare foure yeares under his|. * 
Miniſtry, and to be eſteemed by him one of his| © 
faithfulleſt friends, I have cauſe to blefle GOD F 
forhimwhilſtl live, ſinceit pleaſed him by his 
meanes, not onely to. reveale many ſaving 
'tructhesunto mee, butalſo to ſet them on with 
ſuch power, as | hope ſhall never forget them, 
Oh, with what life and zeale would hee both 
preach and pray ! and how ſtrict and watchfull 
was hec in his whole life! being (asevery good! | 
Miniſter ſhould be) Blameleſſe, Sober, Fuſt, Holy, | 
Temperate, of good Behaviour, given to Hoſpitality, 
apt to teach, a lover * of good things and good men, Hee 
ſtudied to approove himſelfe unto GOD, a workeman 


—_—— — 


of 


[ 


_ - 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
TSR 


of Truth, He propounded to you the Examples i ve... | 
of holy VV rit, and was himſclte whilſt he lived] $27 
an Example and Patterne ofall good works, | (wo ingul 
chat ſaying therefore of zAuilins be true, Yo ma- good Exam- 
ny as a m1 ſhall edifie by a good Ex wmple, for ſo many "'s + nd 
he ſhall receive a reward of a bleſi:d life, than ſurely 


profir a 
he hath now received a full reward for all the | P-*ple. 


World of 
. * >" 7 1Thel\.1.7,8 
good hee did by his holy lite, unto thoſe with '2'tw lating 


aid may d 
whom he converſed. Ina word, hee wasa molt | goud tor a 


piou3 and accomplitht Divine for his miniſter | = 
all parts and paines (as one of his neare Friends, } "3.5.5 
faid trucly) hee might ſooner bee enyied than; Hewes, 
matcht andequalled;beingin this like $au4 high- 
erthan his brethren bythe head. He was well 
skilled in both the Originall tongues, being able A v8 
|torender the Text ontof his Hebrew 'Eiblgy 7" Ws? 0 
(rreeke Teftament to another in our mor -r | 
congue, asfamiliarly almoſt, aSifit had bin En-| 
eliſh, Forthe Arts, he was a good Lopician, as 2 
|15exact Analyfis of the tew (/ommandements (hew- o 
ech, a good Philoſopher,as his Sermons in manu-| 
ſcript on the 104. Pſalme doe witneſle, a good 
Rhetorician or Oratour,as his printed Treatiſes a- 
ares 7 y teſtifie, Hee had words atwill-and 
\could readily and aptly expreſle himſelfe 1n his 


Sermons, which gift of Elocution ts requiſite-if 


[\notneceſlary for a compleate Divine. 
| He had by long * Experience gorten che art 
preaching, and he wrote attract concerningthat 
ſubje&t; hee had-an excellent faculty in; cha- 


A 4 racterizing 


| T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


SO —— 


or any other thing, and though he had no com-} 


ofany ſubject. I might alſo exeoll his other in- 
dowments, and without danger of exceeding 
magnifie him for his ſtrong naturall parts, his 
ſolid judgement and tenactous memorie, and 
commend {ome vertues wherein hee excelled 


* Hee wout lizence ® in his Calling, and chenalto ſhew how 
ov n 
preaching comfortably he died being full of heavenly ous. 
Booke of \Ches and godly Pukermibes. 

Tudges, both 


ate et Therefore | paſſe from himſelfe to this Opus 


the 1 K-47 pofthumum, this firſt worke of his which ſince. 


to the 11,C. 


entire, hisxdeath came to light, viz, Sermons on all the 
tothe 106, Examples or Hiſtoricall part of Geneſts, which 
Cadet oFik Booke containeth a briefe and ſhort Story of the 
ds things done from the beginning of the world to 


of Religion the death of Foſeph, for the ſpace as 1t 1s thought 
oftea. ] 
by ſome of 220g. yeares, by Doctor W/illet of 
2358, yeares. Examplesare not unficly compa- 
red unto looking-Glaſſes, wherein one may 


behold as well what to eſchew, as what to fol-! 


low: So you ſhould follow the Faith of  Abra- 
han and Obedirnce of [ſaack, but ſhun their Iy- 


SE S—0 


racterizing or fitly deſcribinga vertue or vice, 


mon-place-booke of his own, yet be conld treat 


to your imitation, as his Humility, Merci- 


fullneſfle, Beneficence, L abor'ouſneſle and Di- 


ing and difſembling; follow Noah and Lot in 
(their Righteouſneſie and Zeale, but ſhunne their 
drunkenneſſe_and inceſt; 


A nd becauſe an Example of a Perſon living a- 


monglt 


F 


- 
* i 9m. 


_ Ad _ 
6 42 ff. ot bs 
wc war - "R 


= The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


_—  — 


mongft you may bee more prevalent with 
ſome then the Examples of others though 
ſingularly holy whoſe vertues they onely read 
of (as a Sermon delivered, Urva voce, doth 
more affe& then ' the ſame reade out of a 
Booke ) Sowalke therefore as you had him 
for an Example, and bee you followers of 
him, as hee was of CHRIST, in the Gra- 
ces before mentioned and all holy converſa- 
tion, Remember him who had the rale over you, 
who hath ſpoken unto you the Word of G O D, 
whoſe Faith follow and Charitie too; for Ma- 
ter Whately was the moſt bountifull Mini. 
ſter to che poore I thinke in England of his 
meanes, your Conſciences will witnefle that 
hee hath often preſſed and urged this Dutie 
upon you, and as hee was earneſt in per- 
{wading his Hearers to beneficence, ſo hee 
practiſed the ſame Himſelfe, entertaining 
ſome poore widdowes or neceſſitous Perſons 
rn at the leaſt at his Table, and g1i- 
ving the tenth of all his Eſtate that way, 
and ſee how GO D bleſſed him for the! 


proſpered the better after hee tooke that 
courſe, and in his ſickenefle hee comforted 


3- Bleſſed i hee that conſudereth the poyye, the. 
LORD will delrver him. in time of trouble_, 
The LORD will firengthen him upon the bed of 


ſame, his Eſtate '( as himſelfe told ary! 


himſelfe with that Promiſe , P/alme 41. 1,| 


Heb,t 3.7. 


= languiſh- | 


. The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
|[anguiſhing.  O follow him therefore who by 


Faith and Patience inherits the Promiles, let 
his good Example and wholeſome Inftructi. 
ons provoke you to all holineſſe, that you all- 
ſo may partake with him in that happineſle of 
which hee1ts now fully poſſeſſed, 


Your true 


Chriſtian Friend, 


Edward Leigh. 
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TO THE CHRISTIAN 
READER, 


Reader, Fa 
LESOEAAERDD Mid(tthenumberieſſe number of Bookes whey 
—I/AEaes Vith in this ſcribling age the preſies are oþ- 


are uſeful and profitable, As therefore 
the Art of Printing was a happy invention 
ko Yo 2. for the propagating of learning, ſo ſurely 
| "QV9'— 7 Wee are bebolding to thoſe who write ſuch 
things as are  worcby robe publiſhed: Since (as one faith) Hee. 
that ſpeaketh profireth for an boure, but be that writerh profiteth 
for ever, This ſubjett thus bandled by this worthy deceaſed Au- 
thour is an unbeaten traft, few (if any) baving gone over the Ex- 
ſamples of Scripeure in ſuch adoftrinall and prafticall way both, It 
we 20 me in the preaching both pleaſant = profitable; pleaſant 


inregard of the explaining of dirvers ſtories ; profitable in reſpett of 

the particular application of all, Hee being (according to bis man- 
'ner) large and lirvely therein. Had it pleaſed God ro have con- 
\tinued him: inlife, untill bee had finiſh:d all the Examples of either 
Teſtament, ſuch aworke from ſo able a Divine would have beene_ 
of fingular uſe. But he wasFrumentum Dei, as Ignatius ſaid, 
by Mortification and Selfz-denyall, Hee was made cleane bread 
for Chriſt who wasthe bread of life for him 3 God there fore. 
hath gathered this wheate into bis garner, and he now reſts from 
, his and all other labours, We thinke fitting alſo to give others to 
| |underStand, which be M, Wheatelyes owne workes done by bim- 
Y (cif and ſuch as they may account genes, * viz, thoſe onely 


e preſſed, there is ſcaraty enough of ſuch as |. 


which 


[IS 


I_— 


O mne tulir 


punfum qui 


mi/cutit utile 


dulct. 


Mat. 3.14. 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


which come forth either in our names, viz, EDWARD LE1GH,, 
\HenRy SCUDDER, or with an Epiſtle at leaſt from one of us, 
Yu may 9b/errve inthe beginning of this Treatiſe, what was M. 
| \Whearliesconſtant method in handling the Examples. In each per- 
/ 02 hee conſidered three things, His Birth, Life and Death, 
in bis Life he obſercved bis carriage and behaviour in reſpett borh | 
of the deeds bee did, good, bad, indifferent and doubrfull, and 

"e things w h ac -bbefel! him, either proſperouſl or adrverſly, m bene= 
firs or af/li&tions. Th ſhall ſuffice in briefe to premiſe ni \ 
rhis Worke, and ſo wiſhing thee much benefit by the ſame. , 
resl 


— 
a D——_—— 


- 
ETFs 


q 
| 
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| Thy bearty Well-wiſber, 


EDpwarD L x1@H 


ET ; 


j LIFEAND DEATH OF 


FE 
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wi 


THE 


MVILLIAM W AATELY, LATE 


Miniſter of the VVord atBanbury in the 
County of O xford,written by Henry Scudder Mini- 


Fer of the Word at Collingborne-ducis, 
in the County of Wilt. 


Thathbeenea commendable uſe in the 
Church of God from the Primitive times 
downetous; thatthelives of ſome or 
other (eſpecially of the more famous 


Miniſters and lights therein) have 
beene written by men who beſt knew, 

22d and had learned what their lives and 
converſation was. This they didnot onely to vindicatetheir 
' names from the ſlanders ofthe wicked, who will ſpeake evill 
ofallthatoppoſerheir evill wayes, and alſo that the dead 
might bee duely honoured ; bur chiefly that the living by 


their good Examples might glorifie God for them and be 


| edified, 


' | This writingandpriatingthelivesof worthy men, is like 
* |theengrayings with the point of a diamond, raiſing up for 
3 \themaneyerlaſting monument; upon which thelight oftheir 
2 |Faichand good workes is made to ſhine before men, that 
# | ſecing their Faith and holineſle they may follow them ; 
| |andmayalſo praiſe God for his gracesin them, and for the 
good which hath bin done by them,and ſo glorifie theirFather 


\which isin Heaven, 
| a : 


A —— 


| 


LIMI 


= 


j— 


| ——_— 
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M.Thomngs 1nd 
M:tris Toyce 
Whately. 


 TheLfeandDeatbof M.Whately, 


By mrriage of! ,, 4 _ 
mg and were alſonearly allyed 


| His Parenes vere both of them forward profcſſours of the 


I have beene earneſtly intreated to write the Life and Death 


| of M. WiliamWhacely, late Paſtour of the Church of Birbury, 


neſleot Friendſhip which was bet vecene us, and becaule of| 
our long acquaintance, being of the ſame time in the fa- 


Chamber and havingthetame Tutor; andafterward when 
wee werebothplaced in the Miniſtery wee lived ſomctime 


together in one houl2,and agreat while neare one another, 


| know none tiat had hikes meanes to know him more: 
thorwughly then |, 1 havecherefore not unwillingly ſet pen 
to paper, and doe here in all plaineneſſe and ſobriety oftruth 
reckon up ad zepact his liteand death ina thort ſumme, that 
thoſe whowill may read and make thicir ule of it, For in 
many things hee may bee a lively patterne to us his Brethe- 
rentinthe'Miniſtery of the Gotpell of Chriſt; andrcliclke 
in many things tor the imitation of all that deſire to live godly 
inChriſt leſus, | 
This M Wiliam Whately was borne at Banbury a burrough 
Town. very well known in Oxfordjburew, 


| 


Gofpcli of Chriit, and ot rhe power of Godlincfle and Reli- 
gion, - according as it is now mainetained in the Church of 


Fnglard. They were both of chicte notre and place in the 
Towne, his Father being oft Major, anda long time a ſtan. 
ding luftice cf Peace in that Burrough, His Moiher was a 
rate woman-for naturall parts z but chiefly for Piety, Dili- 


gencein hcr Calling, Fiugality and Merci'ullnle ro the 
e. Shewas a right Lois or Eunice in breeding up this 

her Son {as (hee did herother Children) inthe Knowledge of 

the holy Scrip:ures trom a child, 

| :: His Parentscrained him up in his yonger daies to learning, 


ſerri g himto:the beſt Scho-les that werein thole parts, where | 


| he profited in learning (asallo hee did in the Vnivecſitie) a- 
bove moſt of his equalls in yeares. 'T his hee did by reaſon of 


| was madechoice of the rather, becauſe of that intimate- | - 


| mous Vniveility of Cambridge and of the fame Colledge and |. 


the Excellency ot the naturall parts which God had given | 


tt 


him | 3 


þ 1 "A, £4 
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| called all the under graduates to give account of what they 


The Life and Death of M. W hately, | e's 


——_— —  —__-_J——_ 


him, namely, a quickeapprehenſion,a cleare judgement and a' 4 

moſt happy memorys | " 
Hisripeneſſe in Grammer learning in Latine, Grecke and 

Hebrew was ſo earely that about the fourteenth yeare of 

|bis age, he wasſent to Chriſts Colledge in Cambridge ; where 

God provided him and me a * Tutor, one of athouland for -1iriwmar 

'Pictic, Learning, Diligence in reading unto, and in a moſt 

lovingand wiſe care of governing and godly inſtruQing of his 

pupils. 

{ Inthe Vniverſity he was an hard Studentand quickely be- 

| camea goodLogician and Philoſopher, a ſtrong diſpurant, 

andan exceſlent Orator. Hedelighted much in the {tudy al | 

[Poetry and the Mathcmatiks, | 

| Hee was aconſtant hearerof M, Door Chaderron and of 

\Mr.Perkins who at that time were famous Preachers in Cam- 

bridge, And itwas our { utorsmannertocaulc all his Pupills 

to come to Prayers into his Chamber every evening, and hce | 


'h ad heard upon the L ords day, and when any of us were at 
[a ſtand and nox-plus, hee would ſay Whately, what ſay you 2 | 
then hee would ſeldome faile, but repeate as readily, as if he | | 
had preached the Sermon himſelf.By thishe did win our Tutors | 
love,and our wonder at him;but(ſuch was ourpride)he gained. | 
our envy of him | | 
His Father (whether becauſe hewasnot reſolved what cal- | | 
ing to breed him to, or for what other cauſe 1 know not) | | 
'afterthat hee had with credir proceeded Bachelour of Arts, hee | | 
'took him home,where he abode ſome goodtime, yet applying | 
himſelfeunto his Rudies. | 
| While hee remained athome with his Father hee marricd | 
\the Daughter ot one Maſter George Hunt, the ſonne of that | 
[tryed and prepared Martyr John Hun: mentioned inthe Book | 
'of Mattyrs, who was condemned to be burnt for Religion, | 
(bur w asſaved from the exccution thereof by the death of | 
| Queene Mary. 'This Maſter George Hunt was bred upin the | 
| Famousf ee Schoole of the Marchant-Taylers in Londonz | 
and aiterward by the incouragementof Maſter D.Humfry (by 
a 2 | occaſion 


G—— —  ——— — —— 


which was inthe ci izhty and third yeare and fit monerh of his | 


had got this his ſonne in law to maketryall of hisability ro 
(preach) heoverperſwaded him to intend the miniſtery. And 


at will, Hee had a moſt able body and ſound lunges, andrill | 


The Life and Deatbof M.V V hately. one 


occaſion of aviſit ofthat Schools). and by the furtherance of | 
M George and MriTobs Kingſmzlls, and by the exhibitions of. 
Biſhop Pilkinton (all which for their honour fake | name ) he | 


wascalled unto, and mainetained inthat worthy Founduion| 
ot goodLearning, Magdalen Colledgein Oxford, till hee was: 
Fellow ofthat Houlh, where hee continued till hee had borne | 
the officesof Deane of Arts and Deane of Divinity, Afﬀter- | 
wards by the meanesof thoſe worthy Maſter Kingſmels, hee 
| waspreferredrothe Church of Collingborn-ducts in the Coun- | 
ty of Wil-ſ, whercfor the ſpace of fifty and one yearesand five 
| moneths he lived a ſound and conſtant Preacher ofthe Word, | 


| and was of an unblameable and holy life, even untill the oyle | 


' of his radicall moyſturc was ſpent, and the candle of his life 
of it ſe]fe went our, ina full and goodold-age,aftera long and | 
Joyous cxpeaation, and longing for his bleſſed change, | 


E. 
This Maſter George Hunt ( after that by importunity hee 


thereupon he entred himſelfe into Edmund Hall in the famous 
Vniverſity of Oxford, and rooke' his Degree of Maſter of 
Arts, 

Not long after hee entred into the Miniſtery, and hee was 
preſently called ro bea LeQurer at Banbury which he commen- 
dably performed above the ſpace of foure yeares, andthen was 
called ro be Vicarof the ſame Church, which othce hee faith- 
fully diſcharged neare thirry years,till he died, 

The abilities wherewith God had induced him for his work 
ofthe Miniſtery were more then ordinary, For hee was of a 
quicke underſtanding, of a cleare and deepe ludge. 
ment, ofa moſt trme memory, and of alively ſpirit. Hee 
was naturally eloquent, amaſterof his words, having words 


ſome yeares before his death, he had a moſt ſtrong and au- 
diblevoice. And accordingas his matterinhand, and hisau- | 
ditory needed, he was both a terrible Boanerges, a ſonne of 
| Thunder 


ORIG ee oe ReAIEOERer ey Oe gn 


xd gitls od; ES 
< wart.  - *, w-& _* 


= |{Thunder, andalſo a Barnabas, aſonne of ſweet conſolation, 
” {[Andwhichwasthecrowne of all, Godgavehim an heart to 
* |ſeekbimandroaime atthe ſaving of the ſoules of alithat heard 
him. His ſpeech andpreaching was not with entifing words | 
of manswiſedome, butin demonſtration of the ſpirit and of 
power. He wasan Apollosnot onely eloquent, but withall 
mighty inthe Scriptures, Helike ſome ofthe AncientFathers 
was as occalionsfell out ſometimes an every dayes Preacher. 
| Hepreached ordinarily in his owne Churchtwiſe each Lords- 
' Day, andcatechized for above halfe an houre before evening | 
| Prayer, examining and inſtruding the youth,and once a wecke | | 
| he preached the ordinary Lecture. | 
| Heewas much again(t all ſuch preaching as was light, vaine, | 
 ſcenicall,impertinent,raw and indigeſted, 
His preaching was plaine, bur as much according to the 
Scripture andalfoto the rules of Art, and ofright Reaſon, as 
any thatever|heardorhave heardof, Inconterence he hath 
told me what heeaimed at, anJ whatuſe hemade ofthe Arts, 
and what rules heeſer ro himſclfe in the ſtudying of his Scr- 
' mons, which was as followeth, | 
'That he mightbetter underſtand his Text, hee made uſe of | 
his Grammer learning | in Greeke and Hebrew, in which 
'rongues the Scripture is written, Alſohee would uſe the hclpe 
of Rhetoricketo diſcovertohim what formes of ſpeech in his 
| Text was to be taken in their primary and proper lignification, 
and what waselcgantly cloathed and wrapped up ingropes and 
figures that hee mightunfoldthem, and ſeerheir naked mea- 
ning: Then well weighing and conſidering the context, hee | 
, would by the helpe of Logicke finde out the ſcope of the Holy | 
Ghoſt i in that Scripture, Hee would endeavour when he be- 
gan to enter upon the preaching of any Chapter, .to Ana- 
life and rakethe Chapter into itsſeverall branches and parts. 
[Thenhe wouldifitwerea dodtrinall Text, note the Doarine 
| asit lay in the Text and ſo proſecute it. Orifthe Text con- 
| {iſted of illuſtrations or circumſtances of ſome principall truth 
thereproſecuted; hee would then gather from ſome notable 
[part or branch ofhis Text, an apt Noarine, or Divine Truth 
a 3 which 
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| which ſhould ſo immediately follow,thar theTruth abſervedin 
the Text ſhould bethe argument or middle rerme,wherby in a 
| ſimple Sillogiſme, he could conclude his Do&rine.Next, hee 
' would ſecke forapt proofes out of Scripture to confirme it, 
| Fewer ormore as heethought beſt, which done, becauſe o- 
ther arguments according to Scripture and right Reaſon are 
forcible to convince and confirme reaſonable men in any truth, 
hee would find out Reaſons of his Do&rine, bur he aimed thar 
they ſhould bee ſtrong Arguments, or middle termes by 
| which hee mightlikewiſe Sillogiſtially conclude his ſaid Do- 
Arine. 

Then according to the nature of the Doatrine,andthe need 
and aptneſle of his Auditory ; hee would as from an infalli- 
ble conſequent ofhis Do@rine by way of Application, con- 
firme ſome proticable Truth, which yetby ſome might happily 
| bec queſtioned, or elſe convince men of ſome errour, or 
reproove ſome vice, or exhortto ſonie Dutie,or reſolve ſome 
doubr, or caſe of conſcience, or comfort ſuch as needed Con- 
ſolation, In all which forts of Applications hee did make uſe 
of more or fewer otthem as there might bee cauſe, and hee 
would bee carcfull that his Do&trine ſhould bee the Argument 
or middle terme whereby hee might (illogiſtically conclude 
the maine Propolitian of any ofhis ſaid uſes: And if the re. 
proofe or exhortation did need preſſing home upon the con- 
{cience, then hee would ftudy to enlarge his Speech, ſhewing 
motives toirduceto ſucha duty ; and allſo diflwaſives from 
ſuch a vice, taking his # rguments from dutieto God, decen- 
cy or ſhamefullneſſe, pleaſure or paine, gaine orloſle, 
' Andhere again he would uſethe help of Rberorick,burall tor 
the moſtpartina concealed way,without all affetation. And 
ſometimes he would thew the effeQuall meancs of attainingof 
the Grace and powerto performethe duty to which he exhor- 
'ted. And ſometimes likewiſe he would ſhew the remedyes a- | 
'gainſt ſuch or ſuch a vicefrom which hediſſwaded,as may bee 
ſcene by his Sermons already extant. Alſo when hee thought 


ir wasneedefull to diſcufſe and handle any common place or | 
head of Divinity,hee would doe it yery judiciouſly, fully and| 
moſt profitably. Though 
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Though hee had but anordinary ſtudy of books for ſuch 
an accompliſht Divine, yet heewas one who had read yery 
much, For hee would read moſt ſwiftly, yer not carſorily, 
for he could give an account of theſubſtance and moſtremark- 
able particulars of whathee had ſo read. 

Hee had allſo allwayes when hee pleaſed the benefit of a 
Booke-ſcllers ſhop, which cauſedhim to forbeare to buy ma- 
ny Bookes, 

Though hee preached ſo often, yet what hee preached 
was before well ſtudied and premeditated, Hee uſually 
did pen his Sermons at large; andifbeforche preached, hee 
had but ſo much time as to read over what he had written, and 
[to gather it up into ſhort heades, hee was able if hes 
thought it fitco deliver ir in publike well neare in the ſame 
'words, | 
| Itpleaſed God toput aſcaleto his Miniſtery inthe conver- 
ſion, confirmingand building up of many thouſand ſoules by 
' his meanes inthe wholecourſe of his Miniſtery, 
| Heewasa moſt diligentviſitor ofthe ſick people that were 


to his knowledge that they were ficke. 

He wasa ready Peace maker amongſthisflocke thatſhould 
happen to bear variance. 

He abounded in works of Mercic, hee was atruely liberall 
man, one thar ſtudycd liberall things; for hee would ſeeke 
out to finde objes of his mercy, rather then to ſtay ill they 
were offered. Heedid ſetapart andexpended for the ſpace 
of many yearesfor good uſes the renth part of his yearly com- 
mingsin, bothourtof his temporall and eccleſiaſtical meanes 
'of maintenance, 

Hee had an heavenly gift in Prayer, both for aptneſle 
and Fullneſſe of Confeſlions, Petitions, Supplications, In- 
terceflions and Prayſes, as allo for readineſle and copiouf- 
neſleof apt words, together with Fervency of Spirit to poure 
them out unto God inthe name of Chriſt in the behalfe of 
rug » and of all thoſe who in Prayer joyned with 
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He had this(ingular abilitiethat inhis Prayer after Sermon, 
(he could colleR intoa ſhort Sumall which hee had delivered 
to his Hearers and make it the matter of his Prayer to! 
God, tothe endthey might be inwardly taught of God, and! 
become Belceversand doers of what was taught them, 
| . Likewiſe when hee had read a Pſalmeor Chapter in his Fa-| 
mily, hee wasſo wellſcene in the Text, and of fo good a 
Judgement, and of ſo choice a memory that though the. 
Chapter was part of the Ceremonial Law, orinthe bookes of 
Numbers, Chromcles, and hardeſt Prophecies, he in his Pray: | 
er would diſcover the ſcope and meaning and chiete notes 
of Obſervation, and their uſe, in ſuch ſort, that oft-times 
when | have heard him, I have much longed that I could 
callchcm all to minde; For l found the marter of his Pray- 
er to be abetter Commentary of that Chapter, with apt obs | 
fſervations and applications for uſe, then 1 could finde. 


in any Authour that 1 hadread, who had vvritten there- | 
| upon, | 


| His manner wasdaily Morning and Eveningrtocall his Fa-| 
'milyrogether, andtoreade a Pſalm? or Chapter in the Scrip- | 
tures, and to pray withthem and oftto catechize them;beſides 
his conſtant Prayer Morning and Evening with his wife and al- | 
fo conſtantly alone by himlclfe, 

| Hedidſctapartprivatedayes of Humiliation for his Fami-| 
ly upon ſpeciall occalions, and oft times before their prepara- 
tion fortheir due receiving of the Lords-Supper. Ar which 
times he did exceed himſelfe in powring out his ſoule tQGOD 
'in moſtaboundant and moſt free Confeſſions of finne, and 
expreſſions of Sorrow for ſine, with teares and with earneſt- 
\ncſle of Petition for pardon and grace, and forthe good ofthe 


|Chunches of God, but for our whole State and Church of 
| 


England more ſpecially and particulaily. | 
| Hewasmuch in dayes of private Faſting and humbling \ 
 himſelfe before Godalone, that hee might make and keepe| 
| his peace with God, and obtaine more Grace to keep more | 
cloleto him, and to walke more evenly with him, and thar | 
"—__ the better keepe under his body, and bring it | 


into - 
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into ſubje&ion (following the Example of the Apoſtle) 
leaſt having preached to others hee himſelfe ſhould nor live 
anſwerable to his Dotrine without reproofe, knowing that 
Miniſters ought to beunreproveable, Hewasſo muchinthis 

{that itis thought by ſuch as knevwy him beſt that it impai- 


'red the health of his body,though it made much for the gaod | * 


| of his foule, 
| Hewasvery ablcand yery readytoconferrewith, and to re- 
ſolve the doubts ofthoſe many whoin loye and defire of infar- 
| mation came unto him, 

He bare a tender love unto, and had a conſcionable care 
' of that great people over which God had made himover-ſcer, 
For, although his mainetenance from them was but ſmall 
in compariſon, and unkindneles and diſcouragements many 


and hisoffcrs of greater preferment inthe Church in reſpe& 
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' of outward mainetenance were oftand importunate; yet he 
would not be perſwaded to leavethem. Yea though once for 
reaſons which ſuddenly tooke him, hedid promiſe to accept 
 ofanother charge, yet within a while hee intreated mee to 
tell that Perſon ro whom he had promiſed, that hee had 
better thought of it, and did deſire to bereleaſed of his Pro, 
miſe, andthatoutofConſideration of that great people which 
| he ſhouldleave, ſaying, that if he ſhould accept of that lefler 
charge, when he ſhould come intothe Church amongſtthem 
his heart would in yerning towards his other people, aske him 
what he didrthere. 
| He wasduely inquiſitive after the affaires of Gods Church 
andpeople, and according as heereceived true intelligence of 
their weale orwoe, ſo hee had his ſympathies and Fellow-fee- 
 lings with them in either of their conditians 
; Hee was much gricved and troubled when hee ſaw that 
difference of opinions, and thereupon ſtrangeneſle, diſtrat 
| lons and rendsto :riſe and bee made in the Church amangſ 
Bretheren profeſling for the maine, and in fundamentalls 


'the ſame Truthes. Hee ſignified ſo much to mee with be- 


,wayling many times. | 


| Hee was judicioully charitable to any that ſhould differ by 
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ſome opinions from him, ſo long as he ſaw that they agreed 
with him in the maine and Fundamentall Points of Religion, 
and were diligent to enquire after the Truth, and ſaw allſo 
that they did indeed ſhey the Power of Godlineſle in their 
lives, Heecouldand ighly eſteeme them, love them, 
”|and converſe Chriſtianly and familiarly with them, and that 
becauſe (although heerhought they were in an errour, and 
hee would inprivateand publike endeayourtoreclaime them) 
yet he was perſwadedrthattheir delirewas to ſecke Chriſt, and 
thatthey had an aime to know Godaright,and to ſerve himin 
ſincerity. 

Notwithſtanding all this good which according tothe truth 
hath beene ſaid of him; it muſt be remembred that hee was 
a man and not without his imperfeQions and frailtics. For 
what manis he thatliveth and {innerhnot,And as it is alſo ſaid, 
In many things we fin all, 
| Iris uſuall with God that men of che greateſt parts and 
gifts ſhould be exerciſed with ſome or other inordinate aff-&i- 
| on to bee mortified, and ſorne ſtrong temptations, to have 
| ſomethorne inthe fleſh, orſome or other meflengerot Satan 
| (as the Apoſtle had) tobufterthem ; Elſe they would be ex- 
' alredabove meaſureto the (lcighting, contemning, and con- 
| demning of their Bretheren, and other men would have too 
high an opinion of them, halfe deitying them, defpiſing 
thoſe vvho are noleſſe holy, but nor ſo excellently gifted as 
they, | 
: There was nothing which did more evidently diſcover truth 
of Godsgraceinthisman,then that whifh was occaſioned by 
his ſlips and ſtrong temptations; For theſe made him more 
watchfull oyer himſelfe,then otherwiſe hee would haye bin; Ic 
made him more humble and morerto loath his originall cor- 
ruptionandſinfull nature, and bewailingly to cry out with the 
Apoſtle, 0 wiſerablemanthat I am whoſhall deliver me from the 
bodgiof this Death. And that becauſe hee was (as other the 
deare ſcryants: of God are) moſt ſenſible of the caprivitie 
| and bondage which ſin would ſtrivero hold him under,ſith that 
\whox he would -doe well, ervill was preſens with him, and made 
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him ſometimes to doc ſome things which in the bent of his 
'ſoule he would nothave done, This ſerved to make him more 
humblein himſelfe,more carneſtin prayerto God and more 
|pitrifull rowards others in whom thijg ſinne remaineth and 
dwelleth (even after converſion) which (as the Apoſtle ſaith) 
'is a weightand doth eaſily beſetthem, ro hinderthemintheir 
| Chriſtian race. And this amaſlured off, that hee would be 
'thefitſt eſpicr of thoſe faults ofhis when the world could not 
' nordidtakenotice ofthem,having no peace in himſelfe untill 
| he had withall ſpeed and earneſtneſle,ſought and regained par- 
don and peace with God. 
| Hemaybea patterne to all in receiving admonition from 
|any that ſhouldinlove mind him of his fault. Hee was glad 
when any of therighteous ſmote him and would take it well, 
nor from his Superiours onely, but from his cqualls and farre 
inferiours, Hee had learned with David to blefle God that 
ſent them, and tobleſſe the advicezro follow ir, and to blcſſe 
the party and thanke him that gave it, Hee would intreate 
ſuch, ashee hath done me in particular, not to be wanting 


to himin this Chriſtian office of Love; and hee would really 


formerly , which isa ſure argument ofuprightneſſe, A moſt 
reverend Divine who had knowne him from his infancy, and 
 hadoften converſed with him, gave teſtimony of him to this 
 efte@ unto me and others when lately he ſpake of him by occa- 
\fton ofthe mentioning of hisſickneſle, 

His latter da ies wece his beſtdaies;forin the judgement of 
thoſe who coulajudgeſpiritually, heegrew exceedingly in hu- 
mility andinſpiricualland heavenly mindednefle, his laſt works 
| were his beſt works,arguing himto be of Gods gratting, and} 
planted inthe houſe ofthe Lord, | 
| Laſtly, heehad amolt happy and comfortable ſucceſſe of 
his conflitsagainſtſinne: For a good while before his ſicke- 
neſſe anddeath hedid with Comfort and Joy make knowne 


(hew more teſtimonies of his love to ſuch afterwards then ever | 


to his deareſt friend that God had given him victory againſt his 


continuall exerciſe, 


greateſt corruptions vyhich had tor a long time kept him in 
| Abour 
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| Abouteight weckes before his death a great fit of inward 
andſhort coughing and extreame ſhortnefle of breath did 
ceaſe upon himzin ſo much thatthofe who came about him fea- 
redrhat hee would preſently have departed, This fir bee- 
ingover,much weakeneſle continued, yet hee preached di- 
verstimes, untill that his encreaſing weakenefle did diſable 
him, 
Inthetime of his ſickeneſſe and weakeneſle hee gave hea-; 
venly and wholeſome counſell to his people, neighbours and | 
friends that camero viſithim : giving particular adviſe to his 
wife, childrea and ſervants reſpeRively according to their 
place and conditionas they oft came about him, thus hee did 
oft ſo long as hee wasableto ſpcake unto them, 

His Chriſtian ſpeeches that concerned all, rended to this, 
thatthey would becarefullto redeemethe time, and to bee 
/much inreading,hearing and meditating ofthe Word of God, 
| That they would be much in Prayer, much in brotherly love 
\and communion of the Saints. And thatthey would be care- 
full ro hold faſt that which he had tauglitthem out of the Word ; 

'of Truth. And that whilethe light and mcanes of Salvation | 

| was tobehad, they ſhould not (pare painesnor coſt to enjoy | 
them, Hewasoftinhis ſickenelle upon the painetull racke | 

| or torture of inward ſnatchings and convulſions, which | 

| ſometimes left him, but (three or foure dayes before his : 
;dearh) they returned and increaſed upon him; all vrhich hee | |, 
| bareexcceding patiently. ice was much in cjaculations and | 
{hort prayers and lifting up his heart to God inthe behalfe of 
ike Churchand Srate, and for himſelte alllo, which hee was 
moſtfrequentand earneſt in, alittle before his death, Inthe 
time when a brother of his (nor onely in the common bonds 
of Chriſtianity, bur allſo by alliance, and a brother in the 
| Miniſtery ) was praying vwith him andfcrhim to this effe, 
thar if his time was nor determined or expired that God would 
be pleaſed toreftore him for the good of his Churchsor if o- 
therwiſethat hee would putan end to his paineif he ſaw good, 
atthe hearing thereof hee lift up his eyes ſtedfaſtly rowards 
; Heaven and allſo one of his hands (hee being not able rolife } +: 
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up the other) and in the cloſe of that prayer gave up the 
ghoſt, ſhutting downe his cyes himſelfe, as ifhee were tallen 
into a ſweerſleepe. Heelived much deſired and died much 
lamented l | 
| Thus a grcat, a good and mercifull man, a chariot and | 
 horſe-man of l{racllis by Gods owne hand fallen and taken a- / 
way fromrheevillto come, andisentred into peace, and reſt 
in his bedof everlaſting pleaſures andjoyes, enjoying the truit | 
of his Faithin Chriſt, and of his walking with God in upright- 
'nefle. Pretiousin the ſight of the Lord is the dearh of the | 
Saints thoughthe wicked regard it not, but are glad of their | 


EE _ 
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abſence, Burtheliving indeed they muſt, andchey will lay it | - 


to heart, and will prepare andIong for their owne diſſolution, | 
thatthey may be more immediately gathered ro Chriſt the | 
[udgeof all, and tothefpirits of juſt men made perfe, ex- 
 pe&ingand waiting for a bleſled Reſurrection of themlelves 
/and of all thar die in the Faith of our Lord Jeſus, ro whom 
bee aſcribed all Might, Majeſtic, Dominion and Glorie, 
' both now and for ever more, Amen, 
This Man of God and faithfull Miniſter of Chriſt, de- 
parted this life upon Friday the 10. of May, Anno 
Domini, 1639. neare the end of the 
ſix and fiftieth yeare of his age. 
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Feb.15, Imprimatuy , 
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Mr. Wilkam Whately deciphered in this 
Sympathizing Elogy, 


> am that Orb in which of late did ſhine 
An heavnenlightned (tarre with raies divine. 
IWhich did ariſe within mee and diſpence 
| | Lizhr, life, beate, Hearv'n- infuſing influence}, 
| | And went before me, ſleering right mine Eye 

| Vntothe -very place where C H RIST aid he, 

He was aCynoſura in my motion 

| To Hearven's bright haven on this worlds vaſ} Oc- an > 
Or as the Egyptian Pharos ro de/crie. 

| The rockes of hnne an1 errour to mine Eye, 
| Hee was my Glorie, Beautie, Conſolation, 
My very ſoule, I but the Cor poration, 
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 TIwould goe on with bleedings to recite. 
| His and mine owne ſad fall, but I can't write, 
| Throbs ſhake mine band, and griefe my fight deſtroyes, 
| And when I ſpeake, ah! teares doe drowne my -ooice_. ; 
Yet will I igh,and give my ſorrowes pent 
Within my breaSt, by mourneful! breathings vent. 
Come then ſpeake frebs, Write teares, and ſadly ſtories , 
| The dark Ecclipſerhat bath befell my glorie_. 
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| My Starre is falne,and Heavens did ſo difpoſe_, 
That there he fell, wherehe ar firſt aroſe : 

| | The Starres above us thus their races runne 

| ' Returning thither whencetbey firſt begunne_., 

| ' But did I ſay bee's fallen? Stay me there, 

He is tranſlated to an higher ſpbrare, 

| Where (thoughtot!/ world he ts obſcur'd) be may 

Shineforth unrvatled ina purer ray, 

Fixt ro an endleſſe reſt in hearvrns bright throne, 

| Aborve all Starry Con$t-ll tion, 

| But ab, alas Death bath difþoſ'd it ſo 
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'Banburies Funerall teares powred forth upon 
| the Death of her late pious and painefull Paſtour 
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That bis riſe fro0ves! my fall, bis wealemy woe: 


2 | His weale my woe?ſtrange!what achange is this? 

* | My welfare was but now inWrapt in his: 

' | Put thus Death innovates ; and did be not 

* | Tell methat h: Commiſion bath got , 

: | And warrant for his fat from beavens great King 


1 would have brought him into queſtioning; 

Ab death what ha$t thou done? Doſt thou not care 
To make abreach which ages can'trepaire? 

So rare a Frame in peeces for to take 

VV bich Heav'n and nature did combine to make 

A Maſter-peece? For who diderebehold 


' | So ſound aſþrrit in ſo ſlrong amold > 


Hearven's treaſure which within bis breaſt abode 
VV as by his liberall tongue diſperſt abroad, 

AllGraces gave ameenng inhim, erven, 

To make his breaſt 4 little ma of HeaV's. 

His lips diſtilled Manna, and be ſtood 

Not ſo for Church-goods as the Churches good, 

His voice it was a trum »,whoſe ſound was made 

P'Vith breath divin: whichit from Heaven bad. 

His life adayly Sermon, which alas, 

\ Me chinkes was meaſur'd by too ſhort a glaſſe. 

Ah Death though Painters give thee holes for eyes 

Yet thou canſt ſee to take thericheſt prize, 

To hit the faire$t mark ; yet Iſuſbeft 

It was my finne which did thine hand dirett : 

My light bad Timfroov'd it well for gaine 

VFould baveremaind,els ligb:s ſha'nt burnin vain, 

Tet ſtre be is not dead, forwhy ? 1] find 

Him ſtill ſurviving, in my breaſt enſhrin'd x 

And whocan ſaythat he's of life bereaven 

That lives in's works,inpious hearts in Heaven? 

He s but a ſleee,by death undreſi,not dead, 

Or hath but changd his dreſve z for bein Read 

Of theſe fin-Rlaindragges of mortality 

F Veares a pure robe whoſe lengih's eternity. 
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;S all other knowledges are conve- | The preface 


niently raught by Precepts and 
Examples , ſo is that beſt of 
knowledges, the art of living holi- 
ly. Hence it is that as I have inſtru- 
ed you to my poore ability inthe 
| Law and the preceptsof good life, 
ſo Idoe now intend to ſet before 
| your eyes the Examples recorded 
in Scripture of- Men, both good 
and bad, that by obſerving the 
ſwervings of the one,andthe right 
walking of others, you may bet- 


ter keepe your owne feete in the ſtreighteſt paths. Onely con- 
cerning Examples, you muſt know this thing in generall , that 
no Example at all hath the force of @ precept either to binde 
the conſciences of men to any thing as a duty, or to reſtraine 
from any thing as a finne : becauſe the knowledge of finne is 


from the Law, and where there is no Law there is no tranſgreſſion, 
and our care muſt be to walke in Gods waies, not inthe waies of 
any man whatſoever. But Example prevaileth alone to perſwade 
| the will as a fit argument of Exhortation or Dehortation, not as an 


| Argument to proove athing needfull or finfull. 


Secing then my 
duty 


the indſui 
Treatiſe, * 


—— 
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neceſſary, reaſon, that there muſt be ſome firſt man, ſeeing otherwiſe there 


2 Gun. Example of Crnar., 


| duty isto perſwade youto all goodneſlſe, and to diſſwade you from | 
all evill, and the Examples of Scripture are undoubted and certaine, | 
and they offer themſelves as it were unto the ſences, and ſo 
more worke on the will to allure or deterre: I thinke it a conveni- 
ent meanes of helping you in all righteouſhefle and againſt the con- 
trary, to make acolleion of thoſe Examples of good or bad things | 
which are left us upon record by a divine pen, and I will range 
theſe Examples according to the order of time wherein they lived, | 
ſo farre as I can informe my ſelfe thereof by the Word of God. 
And Iwill begin with .Adam and Eve, and put them both toge- 
ther, becauſe their good and evill was put rogeher 1n practiſc 
thereof. | 
Th: lethod! The Mcthod I intend to take in cach perſon is this, I will con- 
pee” * | fider his Birth, Life and Death, and in his Life I will looketo his 


handling all - , 
the Exampl-5, | carriage and behaviour in reſpe& of the deeds he did, good, bad, 
| 


indifferent and doubtfull, and the things that befell him, cither pro- 
ſperoufly oradverſely, inbenefits or afflictions. 
Now for Adam and Eve becauſe they were the firſt foun- |; 
| taines of mankind, and therefore could not be borne in the ſame 
' manner as others be (for he that is borne muſt have a Parent, and 
' he that hath a Parent was not the firſt man or woman, becauſe his | 
Nothing can | Parent was before him) therefore I cannot tell you any thing oftheir | 
be ſaid of þ4 . . . . 
Alan and | Birth, but of their entring into the world by another way, which 
Eves Birth, | was to them the ſame in effec, that our begetting and birth is to 
but of racir \us. Iwill informe you according to the Scriptures, for ir much 
hs as try concernes us to underſtand our originall and to know certainely how 
' mankinde came into the world. Know then in ſumme, That God 
Gen,2.7- { made eMan of the duit of the earth, and breathed into him the breath 
of life and man became a living ſeule. Here is in bricke the Creation 
. of CAdam (now Adam fignificth red Earth, becauſe his body 
Adam what it : : ih 
Genifieth, | , Was made of ſuch kinde of Earth) and concerning Woman it is no- 
ted that God cauſed a deepe ſleeve to fall upon Adam, and then tooke 
21, 22, verſcs, «a . gr of F SO 
of the ſame | 078 Of his ribbes, cloſing the fleſh in ſteed of it, and framed it inte the 
Chapter. \ body of a Woman, in which alſo he placed a reaſonable ſoule. 
Concerning this Creation of Man, you muſt firſt informe your 


The Creation ſelyes of the neceſſity of it, It muſt needs be granted by force of 
of Man was 


—  - _ 


muſt be infinite men, becauſe a number without beginning muſt be 
There mult be . - h 
Grt Man, and alſo without end, in as much as there is the ſame reaſon of both, 
why? that which cauſed men without beginning, did cauſe them neceflari- 
ly, and therefore it muſt caufe them for ever; now all reaſon agrees 
Non datur in. £ this truth, that there cannot be an infinite number, ſecing to a 


|finitun aftu. | number ſtill one at leaſt may be added. I meaneit of aftuall numbers 


| and aRuall infiniteneſſe , ſo wee reaſon thus, cither an infinite 
| number of men,or ſome firſt man and woman;not theformer,thertore 
| the latrer. And if there muſt be a firſt man and woman, citherthey | 
| came by chance and without any maker, which is ſo abſurd, that no | 
man 


—_ 
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Gen. eAdam and Eve. C Ha v.2. 
man can chooſe bur hiſſe it out, or elſe they were made by ſome 
agent or matter that had a being before them and if ſo, theneither as 
Heathen Theologie tels,they grew out of the mudde as frogges doe 
in ſome Countrics, or elſe were formed by God as our Theolopie 
teacheth, and let every man har hath his right wits about him, judge 
in himſclfe whether of theſe twaine is more agreeable to reaſon, and 
| more likely to betrue.So man was created by God, now abour his 
Creation, the time and matrer of it isto be noted, For firſt man was 
not created till the fixth day when a fit place for him to dwell in, 
and all neceſſary furniture for the place, and all needfull ſervants and 
attendants were before provided for his uſe. God ſaw it not fit to 
bring man into the world, before it was garniſhed and ſtored with all 


and woman after him, to ſhew thar man is the ſuperiour in natare,wo- 
man was made for man and not man for woman, therefore was man 
made firſt and woman after, and ſo doth the Apoſtle reaſon in rwo 
places where he handles the difference of Sexes, 1 Cor.1r. $,9. 
1Tim.2.13. Soyou havethis cleared, how man came into the world, 
and how woman ; but you muſt obſerve more particularly the diffe- 
rent matter of which they were made, and the parts of which they 
confift. 
| Man had a body and that was made of the duſt of the carth,to reach 
him Humility, buthe had alſo a ſoule and that was breathed into his 
| woſtrils, that is, infuſed by God, wonderfully and immediately put 
into mans body, it is called a breath of life, and after a ſoule of life, 
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contents uſefull for him. And then man was made in the firſt place? 


Why Man was 
wade ot the 
{t. 


bu 
| BY 


the nature of God and Angels, for the formeris much more hard to | 
comprehend, the latter <qually difficult ar leaſt, and it ſhould be unto 
us a matter of great abaſement that wee cannot tell what to make of | 
our ſelves that is, of our ſoules, that it is we know by the effedts ir 
workes inthe body and the abſence of theſe effeAs, and the follow- 
ing of contrary effc&s when it is departed fromthe body, and this is 
all we know in amanner, onely we may gather by diſconrſe that it | 


= 
: 


and one body cannot in reaſon be fit to informe another. 

The Scripture alſorells us certainely that ir is an immortall ſubſtance 
which muſt returne to God that gave it, and reaſon ſubſcribes to this | 
truth, becauſe finding the foule a thing fimple, it cannot conceive! 
how it ſhould becorrupted ; O how ignorant are we and what cauſe 
have we to be puffed up with conceit of our knowledge; ſeeing ſo 
much blindnefſe doth now poſſeſſe our mindes, that in a manner all 
we haveto ſay of our owne ſoules and ſpirits, the beſt part of us, is this, ! 
that we cannot tell what to ſay. 

As for Ewvah ſhee alſo conſiſted of a body, and that was made 
not of earth, but of a bone of her husband, to inſtru her and him- 
both of their duty, that ſhee ſhould acknowledge her ſubjeRion unto 

B 2 him 
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that is, a ſoule which procured breathing and living, nothing is har-! 
der for aman to conceive of then the nature of his owne ſoule next : 


isa ſubſtance incorporeall, becauſe it ſclte doth informe the body | 
%e ©.> | 
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count her deare unto him and make preiious reckoning of her,uling her 
as in a manner his equall, as being a pcece of himſclfe and extracted 
from his own fide. Now a woman alſo hath a ſoule,an iramortall ſpi- 
Tit ro make her aliving and a reaſonable creaturefor where fin is found 
there is areaſonable ſoule, becauſe none other is capable of k1ow- 
ing and conſequently trav{grefſing alaw made by God, but woman 
| was inthe Tranſgremſion, that is, ſhee finned, and finned firſt before 
| Adam,therefore ſhee had a foule and a reaſonable ſoule, andthey 
A tond con- . : 
ceit that wo. | Teeme to have beene wilfully blinde, thar whether our of the filence 
men have no] of God in not mentioning the breathing of a ſoule into Ewah, or 
oules andre | upon what other mad conceit would needs make themſclves and 
4 th A others beleeve thar women had no ſoules. 1 conceive it was the de- 
vice of ſome brutiſh and ſenſual! man, thar by inſtilling this moſt 
abſurd conceir into that Sexe, would faine draw them to commir 
all licentiouſnefſe with boldneſle, for it they have no ſoules it could 
beno fault inthem morethen in rhe bruit creatures to give over rhem- 
ſelves to all ſenſualiry and libidinouſneſle. You have heard Mans begin. 
| ning know now his life, and herein conſtder his behaviour and the 
Their life. | things that befell him; his behaviour bad,good,indifferent, doubrfull. 
; Their bad carriage ſtands in two things. Their firſt finne where- 
2 badca-) By they fell, and their following finnes which they added after 
The firſt Gnne|-their fall. The firſt ſinnewas the cating of the forbidden fruit; for 
ha 


ofour firſt P3-| you ſhall have it recorded thatfthe Lord: having placed Adam in 
 Gen.2.16.17.{Aa garden to dreſle and keepETt, ſpake to him in this wiſe. of al 

the trees of the garden thou maiſt eating eate, that is, thou maiſt lawful. 
ily and with mine allowance cate, it was at his choice to eate of 
| whar kind he pleaſed, and if it ſeemed good unto him to forbeare 


P Py ; | eating of any he might forbeare, then followes a prohibirion of one 


| kind of fruit, viz. of the tree of knowledge of good and evill which s 
in the midft of the garden thou maiſt not cate, that is, you ſhall not 
lawfully do it, in regard of narurall power he had ability ro cate and 
not cate of that as of any other, but God did take away from him the 
mgzall liberty of caring of it, and by his authority ſaw good to 
abridge hisliberty, andrhisalonero make it appeare to Adam, that 
he was an abſolute and a ſoveraigne Lord over him, and had full 
power and authority to forbid him what he ſaw good to forbid, and 
to command what he ſaw good to command. So the Lord did here 
call Adam to a profcihion of his abſolute ſubjeRion tro God his 
| Maker, and of Gods abſolute right tohimſclfe and all other crear ures: 
| and tothis prohibition he ſubjoynes athreat of death, 7» the day that 
| thou, eateſt it thou ſhalt certainely die,in dying thou ſhalt die. Doubtlefſe 
the Lord meant this of both deaths naturall and ſpiritu all, and it is 

to be interpreted, thou ſhalt become ſabje to a naturall and to anete r- 
| nall death, thy body and ſoule both ſhall be made in their kind mor- 
|tall. Thy body ſubje& to ſuch putrefaRtion and diſtemper as ſhall 


— 
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| him as being taken out of him,and helpefull to him as being made of | 
a riban helpfull bone inhis ſide, and to inſtru him that he thould ac. | | 
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cauſe it to be an unfit receptacle for the foule, and thy ule ſubjeR 
ro ſuch ſinfullneſſe and diſtemper in its kind, & ſhall. make ir unfit to 
hold any fellowſhip with God, and ſo thy ſoule ſhall be ſeparated 
from thy body,and both from God the lite of thy life ; inthisſame 
phraſe is the wicked man threatened by the Propher at Gods ap- 
he dawned, The Lord did not meanethat natarall and eternall dearh 
ſhould inſtantly follow upon theireating, but obnoxiouſneſſe to both, 
and ſome degrees of both ſhould follow inſtanily,and arlaſttheconſum- 
mation of both,with an implicite exception of his grace in Chrift in 


[ 
i 


 pardoning him. Lo now Adamhad from Gods own mouth an expreſſe 
| and plaine Commandement, wherein he was dircly forbidden one 
and bur one tree,with warrant for the uſe of all the reſt,and a plaine 
and expreſſe threar ofdeathto begin to inſue immediarely upon his 
cating. And this Commandement, either God himſelfe, or elſe 
Adam had made knowne to Evah, for you heare that ſhee doth 


| both alleadge it andoppole itto the Serpents rempration at the firſt. 


Now this Commandement fo plaine, ſo eafic, ſo equall, that hee 


| could 'not be ignorant of it, nor incurre any inconvenience by 


yeclding to it, norpicke any exception againſt ir, This Com- 
mandement which both of them knew full well did they tranſ- 
greſſe, and that very ſpeedily. How long they continued free from the 
finne,I know not, becauſe I find it not revealed and willnor conjecture 
becauſe the not revealing it by God makes mee thinke it is not 
to much purpoſe to know. If the firſt a of eating were that ofthe 
forbidden fruit, it is a great aggravation of their finne; that they 
tranſgreſſed Gods Law in a manner afore they did any other thing, 
if they ſtood any while ir is agreat aggravation, that after much ex- 


| 


perience of Gods bounty they would be bold to offend him, and 
taſteof the forbidden fruir after the feeling of the ſweetneſle and 


goodnefle of other fruirs : but it was not long afore they did eate, 


'andir was likewiſe done upon a poore motive, the temptation of a 
| baſe Worme, and it was yeelded unto without much reſiſtance, for 


| not many words paſſed them before #ve had condeſcended. You 


have the Storie of this finne in Ger. 3. 1,64. where is firſt the 


the temptation 1n the matterof it and the ſucceſſe. The matter, The 


of Gods Cemmandement, or elſe be diſcontent with it, as if hee 
had dealt niggardly with them in not permitting them to cate of eve- 
ry tree, or as if the forbidding of this were as much as if het had 
prohibited them all the trees,intimating that this was as good as all 
the reſt, and the not givingthem this as much as the deniall of all the 


reſt, Then the Womans anſwer, telling him that he had allowed 


them all the reſt and forbidden this alone, and that on paine of 
death; then the Serpents reply, in which he contraditeth Gods, 
| B 3 chreat, 


pointment.0 wicked man thou ſhalt dre the death that is,,oſt ſurely die and 


Tempter, a Serpent, the moſt * naked 0: 2g of all beaſts;then 


Serpent ſaid to the Woman, hath God indeed ſaid, you ſhall not eate of rents deſcribed 
every tree of the garden, in which hee would make Eve cither doubt | 


3 | 
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threat, that the Woman might not give credit unto it, for he tells 
Evah, that they ſhould nax certainely die, yea not onely ſo, but 
thar God knew well cnough how eating of that tree would procure 
tothem an increaſe of knowledge, then the ſucceſſe of the Temp- 
tation is, that ſhee beleeving the Serpent and conceiving that ſhee 
ſhould gaine knowledge by the caring and confidering the beaury 
and plcaſantneſſe of the fruit, did not alone cate of it her ſe}fe, but 
alſo gave her husband, perſwading him alſo to feed of it, which he 
at herperfwafion did. | | 

Thus was the firſt Commandement utterly tranſgreſſed, which | 
ſo ſoone as it was done they began to have ſence of their nakedneflc; ! 
and ſewed figleaves together to make them aprons for the covering of | 
their nakednefſe, which now beganrto appeare ſhametull unto them. | 


Divers ſinnes This was their firſt finne, upon this followed divers other finnes, | 


Their doube-] Doubrfull and indifferent may ſceme to have becne their making 
ferent behavi) Of tREM aprons of leaves,for that ſhewed ſome ſhameand deſire to hide | 


;Theic g00d 


the] 977, their running away from God, and hiding themſelves among the | 
| trees, as if it had beene poſſible for them to to have cſcaped his | 
fight, and then cxcufing their fault, he by laying the fault partly on : 
Eve which gave him, and partly upon God which gave her to him, 
and ſhee upon the Serpent which had ſeduced and heguiled her, | 
So they had done cvill and ſought to hide their (inne inftcad of con- 
feſfing it and humbling themſelves, for ſa finne blindes the minde, 
hardens the heart, drives a man from God and fcrs a!ll the minde 
out of frame, eftranging the ſoule from God and c:ufing a man ro be 
filled with {laviſh feare that makes him flic from his preſence, This 
finne brought terrour of conſcience, from whence of neceſſity tol. 
lowed finfullnefſe and morrality. This is their bad carriage. 


| their ſhame. | 
| Now follow the things that were good in them, viz. their im- | 
| bracing of Gods goodnefle, and rurning to him by Faith and Repen- | 


Evab why ©'ranceafter the promiſe, intimated in the giving Eve the name or; 


Eva) or Mother of all living, as much as it he had faid, though we | 
be all dead by this finne, yet wee fhall live by the promiſed feed | 
which Evah ſhall bring forth, and then Zwah greth the name of | 
Caineto her firſt ſonne, ſaying, I haveobtained afonne the Lor,or | 
of the Lord, perhaps expreſſing her hope that Caine was that fonne | 
the Lord which ſhould bruiſe Te Serpents head, and afcer calling | 
the ſecond ſonne by the name of CA%el, to ſignifie their ſubmuring' | 
themſelves to the crofics and miſeries which they felt, and after | 
bringing up their ſonnes in acalling, the one a Shepheard, the other | 
a Husbandman, and in teaching them to worſhip God and to bring | 
gifts and ſacrifices to him, the one of his ſh:epe, the other of the 


| Their benefits fruits which the land did affoord. | 


1.Before their 


Now conſider we the benefits God had beſtowed upon them be-| 
fore their fall,the making of them after his owns Image, in know: | | 
| | ledge, righteouſnefſe and true holinefle, with a moſt beautifull, | * 
ſtrong, 
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ſtrong, ſwift, healthie and comely body, free from all danger of 
ſicknefſe, death, or other miſery ; giving them dominion over all 
creatures, planting ſo excellent a place for them as Paradife, and 
granting them the uſe of all the trees, and that of life, and putting 
on them ſo pleaſant a ſervice as that of dreſſing and keeping rhe Gar. | 
den, befides the hope and aſſurance of Eternall life upon condirion | | 
of their obedience, of which Paradiſe it felfe and the tree of life 
were fignes unto them. For if wee ſhould live the life of glory by 
obeying the Law, ſo ſhould they have done ſecing they alſo were 
under the ſame Covenant of workes that we be under. 
Now after their finne God beſtowed divers benefits on them. The | IX their 
chiefe wasthe promiſe of a Saviour, viz. The ſecde of the Woman | "oy 
trotread on the Serpents head, that is, to deſtroy the Divell, andthe | 
workes of the Divell, and to deliver them fromthe miſchiefe which 
Satan ſought to bring upon them. By which wordshe did makethe | 
Covenant of grace with them and their Poſterity, providing a re- | | 
medy <quall ro the diſeaſe, and the meanes of revealing it toall,inthat ' 
be manifeſted irtorhem that they might reach it torheirchildren, and 
{o one to another rill all knew it, and then making them Breeches and | 
CY their life, and granting them children, Theſe be the be- | 
nefirs. | | 
The miſcries they felt were pronouncing a curſe upon them, ad- | Th.ic Croſſes, 
judging them to an inavoida3ble neceſſity of naturall death, ro much | 
ſorrow intheir life, he by tilling the ground (which ſhould bring 
forth ill things to him) and that with ſweat and labour, and ſhee 


| 


to her husband ; then by caſting them out ef Paradiſe, debarring 
them the tree of life, and giving Caixe over to kill. his Brother bet- | 


ter then himſelfe, which muſt needs be an heavie crofle ro them, | 
which God did ſomewhat mitigate by giving them another godly 
ſonne, even Seth. This is their life,their death followes, 


> 


how long ſhcelived, for God hath not thought it fic to tell us the | 
length of the life of any woman cxcept Sarah in Scriprure : 
what conſideration it is hard to gucfſe, bur ſureit isro humble wo- | 00S, 
mankinde, thar becauſe they were firſt in bringing in death, deſcr- | is nor menuo- 

| ed not tohaverhe continuance of their lives recorded by Gods pen. | 24 un Scup 
So have briefely runne over the firſt man and the firſt woman, And | 

| now will make nſe of all. 

Firſt fromtheir Creation, and the benefirs beſtowed upon them in 
and after their Creation; let us learne to acknowledge Godto beour | 
Creator, the Fountaine of our bcing, and to ſubmit our ſelves who- | 
ly to him in all things, ſecing we have received our being fron himz | * | 
forin making them he made us inthem, and whatſoever benefits he | 
gavehim in Creation, hegave them to us in him, ſeeing if he had oo 
not caft them away we ſhould not have wanted them. Wee muſt | 
not leſle praiſe God and be lefſe thankefull forthat happy eſtate, be- 
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by bearing children in ſorrow, andby being compelled by ſubjetion KD 


"Lo 
Adam lived 9c<o. yeares, and for Eves death, it is not mentioned | Their ad WELL. 
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cauſe Adam forfeited it; for his naughrineſle in ſinning cannor dimi- | 
| niſh the goodneſſe of God in granting to him and his fo great a 
heape of pleaſures here with certainty of Erternall life after. Doe 
you not ſee that God made us all to happinefle and Jife in ovr firft | 
Parents, fitting all things, ſo that he might have ſtood and delivered | 
over all thoſe benefirs unto us. Let us not murmure againſt God for 
the puniſhment juſtly inflicted upon us in them and on them for the | 
ſinne committed by them z eſpecially wee muſtpraiſe God for the 
promiſe of the ſeed of the Woman which now God hath perfor- 
med to us, by whom ſalvation and life was offered and tendered 
roall, ſo that by the ſecond Adam all might have received happi- 
neſſe as they loſt it by the firſt, if the fault had not beene and were 
not meerely in themſelves, that have beene and are carelefſe of 
Gods goodneſle neglefing to conſider of his mercy, to belecve in 
him andto turne to him. | 
Secondly, in Adams finne let us all fee our owne finfullneſſe,and | 
Rom.s. 12, | Our mortality.and miſery in his miſery, For by one man ſinue came in- 
Fe '* | to the world, and by ſinne death, and ſo death paſſed over all. This | 
finne is our finne after a ſort, we muſt lament ir and bewaile it, and | 
be humbled for ir,and in the ſence of our wretchedneſſe runne to the | 
omny ſeedto deliver us from finne and death, and to repaire the 
mage of God in us by the mighty worke of his Spirit, which is 
as eafic for him to doe as to create us juſt at the firſt, and which he 
will as cereainely performe for us if we ſeeke it as hee did then in our 
firſt making. 
| Againe, let us learne 'to hare and loath finne and Satan, not to 
| hearken to his ſuggeſtions, but to beleeve Gods threats and ſubmit 
'to his Commandements, let the husband refolve not to obey the 
voice of his wife againſt God, let the wife take heed of drawing 
; her husband toſinne, ler the husband rather reforme her then be cor- 
rupted by her. O beware of thinking to getany thing by doing 
wickedneſle, diſobedience will bring nothing in concluſion but mi- 
{cry and unhappineſſe. 
| Let us take heed of flying from God and of excuſing our faults 
[and caſting the blame upon others, chicfely upon God Nimfelfe, as | 
| Adam did, but let us rather confeſſe, lament, and truſt in his mercy, | 
; and implore it, then dawbe and difſemble,and rhinke to eſcape by fri- 
We ſhould nor VOlous ſhifts and exrenuations;and eſpecially learne not to be proud of 
bee proud of apparell which is no betterthen a badge of our wicked rebellion and 
»pparell. | of ourſhamefull nakedneſſe. Let us be the better for the things we 
| know concerning Adam and Eveour firſt Parents. 

Agpaine, letus be carecfull to follow them in all good deeds which 
| they gs O lerus repent and beleeve in Chriſt hoping for life by him { 
according to the Covenant of grace, asrhey did when they had bro- 
ken the Covenant of Workes. Forby truſting in Chriſt we ſhall goe 
to Heaven inthe way of Evangelicall obedience, ſtanding in arcſolu- 


| tionand indeayour not to ſinne, and acarefull humbling our ſelves and | 
ſceking | 
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ſceking pardon when wefaile, as ſure asthey or we ſhould have done | 
inthe way of Legall obedience,if po and we had remained innocent; ' 
and God will as ſurely inable us td this Evangelicall obedicnce,if we| 
ſecke ro him forgrace and the renewing of his Image 1n us, as hee 
had inabled him to Legall and exat obedience, In truth Chrift\ 
harh made the way to life cternall as caſie to us in the path of the | 
Goſpell, as it was to him inthe path.of the Law, for wee have grace | 
to keepe us from loving and ſervnig finneas ſure as hee had power to 
abſtaine from commitring ſinne. Say to your ſelves, Adams linne ſhall 
not damne mee, if in ſence of the mifery which it brought upon me 
I can fully ſecke to Chriſt the promiſed ſeed. | 
Further, let us follow him and her in that was good in both. 
How did Adam accept his wife, ſaying, This is feſh of my fleſh, 


| and ſhee ſhall be called Evah, and a man jhall forſake Father and Mo- | 


ther and cleave to his wife; O you husbands love your wives as! 
your owne fleſh, cleave to them above all, and forſaking all other, 
keepe you onely to them. You wives be content to be ſubjeR to | 
your husbands, as itis ſure Evah was before her fall at leaſt,and pro- 

bable aftertoo, for we reade of no braules betwixt them. O joyne 

togetherto bring up your children well, firſt in ſome honeſt calling, | 
then in the knowledge of the true God and care of worſhipping him. | 
I fay teach your ſonnes and daughters things neceſſary for their profi. | 
table and holy living in the world; bring them not up in idleneffc and 
ignorance,but ſo carry your ſelves to them, that it may not be 1mapu- 


m—_—— 


ted to you if they prove wicked, and be thankfull to God for your 
children, and learne to rejoyce, eſpecially in their gaodneſle, as Adarn 
and Evah did in Seths, Learne of your firſt Parents to be good Pa- 
_—_ and toflow all the rhings that were good and commendable in 
them. 

Againe, from their afflitions, learne to prepare for afflitions, and 
to make a good uſeof them when they come, if you thinke to live in 
this world withour briers and thornes, without ſwear and labour you 
aremuch deceived. Crofles are aſſigned ro us as juſt chaggiſements 
for our ſinne z we muſtto duſt, let us expe milery and death,a and la- 
bour to make our ſelves fit for crofles. It was Gods great gevdneſſe 
that he would not ſuffer Adam to remaine in Paradiſe and to hjoy 
thetree of life. For had hee lived in ſo much pleaſure as that pace 
would have affoorded, and had he found all the creatures as good and 


—— 
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comfortable to him now after his fall when his nature was made fin- 
full, as when it was ſinleſſe,O how greatly would his fin have growne 
through the fatneſſe of that over delightfull eſtate, even as weedes 


| doe inarich and unmanured ſoyle. Sure had not God ſent acurſe 
| anthe earth, and inflited griefe and miſery upon man, hee would 
er have repented, never have conceived of his ſpirituall miſery, 
never haveturned to God and{ought God;ſo thar as it is a mercy in 
Phyſitianto make the patient ſicke with amedicine, ſoit wasin God 
to ſend theſe afflitions on us. Let usnot therefore flatter our ſelves 


- 


——— 
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zde.bihe, lude, eate and drinke and take thine eaſe ; we ſhould ſay to our ſelves ra- 
as | 
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in vaine conceits of living merrily, bnt let us prepare for afflicti- 
ons, which all muſt in ſome degrge meere withall in their ſeverall 
callings. It was the voice of an EPicure in the rich man, thar ſaid, 


| ther, ſinne hath made mee ſubje& to divers crofſes, and I will la- | F 
bour to receive them patiently from Gods Almighty hand, if he! 7 
thinke it fir to exerciſe me with them. | | 

Eſpecially you that are Parents of children, looke for croſſes in | 
your children ; thinke this boy may proove not an Abel, nota Sch, | 
but a Cre, a wicked and a finfull Caire,a hater of goodnefſe, and | 


love him, that I doe not cocker him, and as it were marre and kill ' 
his ſoule by over-cheriſhing his body. If wee finde our ſelves apt 
to over-prize andover-love our children, wee muſt moderate rhoſe | 
paſſions by ſuch meditations, and if we finde our ſclves apt to over- 
_— for their death, wee muſt tell our ſelves, Ah might nottheir 
ives have prooved much more bitter to mee then their death can ; 
who would not rather bury a ſonne young then liveto ſce him proove 
aCain, and who can tell bur his ſonne for whoſe death hetakes on 
with ſo much exceſfiveſorrow, may not fall out to be as wicked as 
Caine, If any ſay I hopenort ſo, I anſwer him, where bethe grounds 
of his hope 2 did not our firſt Parents hope as much thinke you ? 
Sure Evah giving Caine a name ſhewed that ſhee had good hopes of 
( him when he was borne, yea thoſe that have good and godly chil- 
[dren muſt prepare to be croſſed in their affiiftions. Haſt thou an 
Abel, a godly child, O make thine heart ready to heare that ſome 
| wicked hand hath knockt him on the head, perhaps his owne Bro- 
ther, that ſome violent death hath ſeized upon him and taken him 
| away before his time, and labour to be willing to yecld to Gods 
hand if hewill fo crofſe thee, for why ſhouldſt not rhou ſtoope to 
as heavie a burden as that which {44am and Eve did beare in the 
beginning of the world, For the death of good children, yea 
their miſcrable and untimely .death, and for the wickednefle, yea 
'the notoriousand unnaturall wickednefle of other children,let every 
' marr prepare himſelfe, by looking upon the example of Adam and 
Eve, that ſuffered theſe croſſes, yea let every godly man learne to 
prepare for perſecution from all Caizes, bur that wee ſhall treax on 
when we come to «Abels example. 
/ But Brethren we muſt not onely prepare for croſlcs of this kinde, 
| but we muſt alſo' make a good uſe of them when they come; tharis, 
' | wee muſt turnethem into medicines as Phyſitions doe ſome poyſons, 
| cauſing the ſorrow which they will worke in usto become a, medi- 
| cine againſt ourfinnes of whichthey be the proper and naturall eff 
When you nf&te with croſſes and calamities, ſay, now I ſee Gods 
Juſtice and Gods Truth,nowT ſee the hatefullneſſe and hurtfullneſle 
of finne, and therefore now I will mourne, not becauſeI am croſſed, | 
| but becauſc I have deſervedthis crofſe, and a worſetoo,and ſo frame | 
ro 


fugitive from God. Let meetake heed therefore that I doenot over- | | | 


|| Gen. eAdam and Eve. Cuae. | 


| 


'F great ſinne, ro warne you, that you take heed of preſuming of your 
X | owne ſirength, and of boaſting that you will never commit ſuch 
® and ſuch afinne, for if theſe rwo in their innocency could not 


'looke to thoſe ſinnes ro which your croſſes have ſome reference and 


to confeſſe and bemoane the finhe, and to ſupplicate for pardon 
and helpe at the hand of God in the name of Chriſt, eſpecially 


reſpet. Are you crofled in your goods, thinke if you did not over- 
love them and get them unjuſtly, orif in your children, ſee it you 
did not over-love them and cocker them, and fo inall things of like 


| lagainſt him, and ſo frame to lament your finnes and to ſeeke helpe 


[kinde. In what God ſmites you, ſee if you have not in that ſinned 


againſt them. This will helpe to make your crofle cafie and quick- 
ly to remove it, this will cauſe that you ſhall be gainers even by 
croſſes. When wee ſee the ill deſervings of finne and the perfect 
righteouſneſſe, yea the goodneſſe of God in calling thus to repen- 
'tancez happy are they that be ſo affiicted and ſo taught in Gods 


waies. 
And Brethren. let mee yet make one uſe of Adam and Eves 


eſcape when they negle&ed to ſue to God for ſtrength,O how much 
more fhall not we ſtand if we. adventure to bragg and boaſt, and pro- 
miſe much of our ſelves, but when ſinne beginsto gather upon you, 
| and Satanto tempt, then flic to prayers and to requeſts, and to the 
| threats and Commandements, and apply thoſe threats, and pray 
God to inable you to keep the Commandements, then ſhall you doc 
ſo well as you can wiſh, elſe large promiſes will bring forth no- 
thing but ſorry performances. Thus ſhould Zve have done, and | 
then ſhee ſhould have had her prayers granted, and her faith ſta- 
bliſhed, andeſcaped the fault. And as Ithinke the firlt of all the | 


| 


the Serpent (by which he ſought by ttep and ſtep ro deſcend to 
'this ſolicication,) that then ſhee did nor revive inher mind the con-| 
 fideration of Gods preſence, and of her dependance upon him, and 
'of his readincfle to give her helpe on her ſecking it, and of her 
| owne imbecilliry as being a creature, to ſtand without continuall 
ſupport from him. For ſure the Morrall Law lay upon Adam and | 
Ewvah as well as upon us, and they ought thus to have behaved | 
themſelves intempration ; here therefore I ſay was her firſt failing. 
| For we muſt not thinke that there was no finne precedent to the 
' aQtuall cating of the forbidden fruit, yea her being enticed and 
 drawne away to diſtruſt Gods Truth, todeny his threats, to affe&t 
knowledge againſt Gods allowance, and to be bold to finne, when 
' ſhee conceived that no danger would grow from it but much bene- 
' fit : all theſe were faults and preparations to the great atuall fault. 
| Indeedit is probable, that if ſhee had taken her ſelfe in theſe ſlips, 
and ſer her ſelfe and graces on worke 'to have reſiſted them before 
they had comet - ſuch an, head, that then ſhee ſhould not have 
'beene corrupted by them, ſo as to fall into finfullneſſe and agg vhres& 
becauſe 


faults of Evah was, that ſhee was led away by the wary ſpeeches of , £** fit fault, 


: 
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' [becauſe the Lord had limited the threat of death to aQuall cating: 
' [but howſoever theſe things were faults in zve, and now wee muſt 
learne therefore not to preſume any thing of our ſelves, bur to 
confeſſe thar if wee doe not feeke ro God for his ſuſtentation and | 
ſo obtaine the ſame from him, we ſhall ſurely be overcome to com. || 
mit any ſfinnethough never ſo grievous. # 
But againe, wee muſt be incouraged to repent of finne and to | 
crave pardon of it, any grearnefſe of it notwithſtanding, for even | | 
this finne of our firſt Parents is to them pardoned. This firſt and |* 
The grearneſſe| orand finne, the finne of finnes,thar did inwrap in it all the blaſphe-. : 
of our firſt Pa-| ©. ' : : a f 
rents fine, | MICS and Idolatries, &'c. of all after-times, and was as I may fo 
ſpeake in power all finne, even this finne is forgiven; «Adam which | 
caſt all into ſinne, out of Paradiſe, and our of Heaven what in him || 
lay, even this Adam is in Heaven himlſclte, yza Eve that drew |} 
Adam to it, and per{waded her husband to the committing ot fo | 
| monſtrous a Treſpaſle, to rhe poyſoning of him and all his; ſhee is| \ 
| pardoned, ſhee is in Heaven. As God {ct forth the riches of his 
Mercy in pardoning ſo vile and capitall a finner as Paul was, that 
in him he might ſhew an example of all long-ſuffering; ſo hath he 
ſet forth the abundance of his Grace in Chriſt by remitting the 
fault,-and ſaving the ſoules of theſe and theſe ſinners, which did | 
not what they did in falſe zeale as Paw, but in wilfull unbelecfe 
and rebellion. Wherefore let no man doubt of obtaining pardon | 
by the grace of God in Chriſt, becauſe of che greatnefle of his fin. | 
For if by the offence of one many be dead, much more ſhall the_ 
| grace of gift, and the zift by grace abound unto mercy and if in 
| Adam aff die, thatis, be made ſubject to death, ſo iz Chriſt much 
' more ſhall, all be made alive, it they truſt in him and rurne, if death 
| raigned by the firſt Adam, much more ſhall grace raigne by the | | 
| ſecond Adam; If, by one mans diſobedience many were made ſinzers,| 
wack more by one mans obedience ſhall many be mad: righteous. It is. 
{an extreame dil-valuing of Chriſts righteouſneflſe, and under-ptt- | 
'zing of Gods mercies in Chriſt, if any greatnceſſe of ſinne hiacer | 
\us Fom ſecking to God for pardon and truſting to finde it. If we 
ſhould be appointed to deſcrve remiſſion of our owne finnes every | 
man for himſelfe, then a man might hope to get out of little finnes | 
but not out of great, and ſo greatneſfe of finne might diſhearten him: | 
| bur ſeeing it is Chriſt the Sonne of Sod as well as Man, that hath | 
| farisfied ar once for the finnes of all, by being a Propitiarion for the | 
| | finnes of the whole world, now it is too too grear a weakenefle, | 
; and too too palpable an ignorance of Chriſt and diſparagement to 
| ' bim, to doubt of pardon, becauſe of the greatnefſe of finne, and 
| that wee may afſure our ſclves, loc Adam and Eve ſaved, acou- 
ple thar let in the floud-gartes to all fiane, and thar in committing ſo 
| great a diſobedience, did commit at once all the ſinfies of all .the 
| world. There cannor be thought any offence greatex, for the time, 
' place, perſons finning, occaſions of finning, helpes againſt finne, 
Jos | *, Com- 
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|Sacrament, ſure he were as vile and farre more vile an offender, then 


' 


| 


— — 


ther. For though the thing materially conſidered were but catino 
an apple, a plum, or whatſoever fruit it might be, yerthar apple was 
4s it were a S:crament, a viſible profeſſion of their care to forbeare 
all finne by forbearing it, and ſo the taking of that was a worſe 
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Commandement tranſgrelled, no nor the matter of the finne nei- 


finne then if it had beene very actuall adultery or murder, as if a 
man ſhould take the Sacramentall bread and give it to a dogg, or 
caſt it into the fire, or trample it under feer knowing it to be the 


if he ſhould lie in waite at his neighbours doore to defloure his wife,or 
to murder himſclfe or any of his houſcho!d. Now therefore take 
heart to runne to God penitently for pardon in Chriſt, and be ſure 
of ſuccele, And if greatnefle and multitude of fin offer it (elfe to 
diſcourage you and to dampe your hopes, referre your ſelves to 
Adam and Eve, and ſay, their one finne was more in badneſſ= then 
all my ſi2nes, and yet they were pardoned upon their repentance, 
and ſo ſhall 1, and then cven violently breaking *Horough all ob- 
jeions, give over thy ſclte toſorowfull confeſſions and ſupplicati- 
ons and thou ſhalt be pardoned. | 

If any ſay my finne was worſe then _4ds, for I have tinned | 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt; I anſwer, if thou haſt ſinned againſt the) 
Holy Ghoſt, repent andthou ſhalt be pardoned, for the cauſe why 
that ſinne cannot be forgiven, is not want of mercy in God or 
merits in Chriſt, but ſuch abundance of hardnefſe in them, thar 
they will nor ſecke to God for pardon or for grace to repent. 
Wherefore I ſay againe looke on thy firſt Parents, that how bad 


ſoever thou beeſt were cauſes of thy being ſo bad, and promiſe | 
thy" ſclfe pardon upon repentance, becauſe they are pardoned, and | 
hope to be penitent if thou indeavour and ſecke it, becauſe they | 
were helped which were as vile ſinners as thy ſelfe, 
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Ext after LAdam, and Fvah, the Scriptures 
—N\ propougd unto us the Examples of Caize and! 
RJ hd, two ſfonnes of thoſe Parents. Firlt, | 
2 wee myſt ſpeake,of Caize, who being the 
elder Brother was yet the worſer man, for 
& the Lord hath never accuſtomed to give his | 
SY graces according to the priviledges of age, | 
thatthe gift may appeare to be free and gra- 
tuitois, not at all deſerved by any thing | 

| 


þ ' that the man may finde in himſclfe. 


| Now ſpeaking of Caize, we muſt handle his Birth and Lite, for 


& | it hath not ſeemed goud ro God to tell us any thing of his death. | 


E | His Birth wee have, Gen.4.1. Adam knew Evah hs wife and ſhee  caines Bicth, 
conceived and bare a ſonne, and called his name Caine, or a poſlcſſi- E 


'on : ſaying, T have obtained a man of the Lord, or, as it may be! 
| tranſlated, 4 man the Lord, perhaps expreſſing her conceit to be, | 
| that this ſonne of hers muſt be that man who was alſo to be God, | 
| that ſhould redeeme her ſelfe and all men from the miſchiefe which 
\the Serpent had brought uponthem, bur ifſhee had any ſuch hopes 
Fw had much deccived her ſelfe, for God doth ſcldome —_ 
»F" UC 
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ſuch haſt in granting ſo great things immediately after the pro. 
| miſe, he chooſeth rather to exerciſe the faith and patience of his 
| people in waiting ſome good and large ſpace of time for the perfor- 
mance of the promilc. 

Caines curiaze] Now concerning this man we will note firft his carriage and be- 


Good, haviour, then the things thar befell him. In his carriage ſome things 
calling, ** ]are for mattter good, ſome things alrogether evill. Thar which 


The commen-| is good is, that at his Fathers appointment and education h«- betook 
_—_ ot hus/ himfelfe to a necdfull trade of lite, for fo it is ſaid, Caine was 4 

# tiller of the ground;chat is, he gave himſelfe ro Husbandry. This cal. 
ling as it is very uſcfull, for even the King is ſerved by the land that 


and full of profit, »mch increaſe (faith Salomon)doth come by the labour 
of the Oxe, but where 0 Oxe tis the crib rs empty. You ſee ir hath 
| the precedencie of the Shepheard, for the elder ſonne was aſſigned 
to this trade as the moſt neceſſary, Wherefore mee thinkes they doe 
| not ſhew themſelves to be of the ſame minde with Adam, that 
| are ſtill ready to pull downe tillage and ſct up paſtorage, as I may 
| call it, Indeed paſtorage gives moſt private gaine to one or two 
men, and therefore they that are led more by felfe-love then by 
charity or the love of mankind, are more affefted to it; but ſurely 
Gods pleaſure was in making the World to make proviſion for a 
multitude to live in convenient abundance, rather then for afew to 
live in exceſfive riches. Howloever you ſce this is good in Carre,he 
imbraced acalling and lived painefully therein, for hee was tilling 
| the ground, he did not alone take upon himthe name of a Husband- 
man, bur did exerciſe himſclte in rhe workes of that calling. 
2. Was out- | Sccondly, Caine was any =, ay; in reſpe& of the outward 


ous, 


| the ground, hee worſhipped God by..oftering- ſomething to him of 
{that which by his goodncfle and bleſſing the earth did bring forth 
| unto him. The Lord will be ferved even with our coſts, with 
|oifts, with rendring him backe againe ſomething of that which him- 


| 


' him emprie, bur to bring free-will-offerings 'aad heave offerings of 
| their hands. God loves not an empty worſhlpper, he is liberall to 
| us, he would have us alſo liberall ro him, weereceive much from 


| ring and attending to him, nor the body in bowing it ſclfe rohim, 
| nor the hands in lifting up themſelves, bur he will be honoured with 
| our goods, as Salowon faith, Prov.3.g. cven with our ſubſtance, For 


| though he hath not now commanded = thing to be burnt upon 
the Altar, having aboliſhed all Sacrifices by ſending his Sonne, to 


—_ 
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| him, he lookes to receive ſomething of us, that ſo we may acually|| 
| acknowledge him to be the giver of all. He is not contented that | 
| the mouth worſhip him in prayers and praiſes, nor the care in hea-|& 


offer up himſelfe in Sacrifice for our ſinnes, that he might rake away| 
{ our ſinnes by that one offering once for all; yet now he hath appoins 
AER tea! 


is tilled, ſo it is you fee a very ancient calling, it is full of piines | © 


wardly teligi- as, for in proceſſe of time hee bronght a gift to the Lord of the fruit of || 


ſelfe hath given us. He commanded Ifraet not to appeare before|f 
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ted ſuch a worſhip as cannot be maintained without coſt, in regard 
of the perſons attending it and the inſtruments of it, and hee hath 
now appointed them to reape our earthly things in his ſteed,which 
in his {tced doe ſowe unto us ſpirituall things. Marke this then as 
a thing in it ſclfe good, to worſhip God and to worſhip him with 
eiving a gift unto him, as alſo in the Pſalme hee faith, bring pre. 
| ſents to him that ought to be feared. 

Further, it was alawfull and good thing in Caine cven after his 
grcat ſinne committed, that he built a City, for ſurely to take order 
for the repleniſhing of men with people, and the commodious habi. 
tation of men borne into the world, is a good and commendable 
thing in it ſelfe, though men may eafily and often doe tranſgreſle 
much in the manner of doing ir. Therefore the Lord faith, Eſay 58. 
12. in commendation of his people and inway of promiſing a great 
benefit and honour. There ſhall be of thee that ſhall build the old waſte 
places. Thou ſhalt raiſe up the foundations of many generations, and 
theu ſhalt be called the Repairer of the breach, the referer of paths to 
dwell in. Surcly, if to build old waſts and repaire decaicd places 
that they may ſtand to many generations be apraiſe, as you heare 
from the Propht#r, then ro build new that were not built be- 
fore, that alſo is a good thing and laudable, This therefore muſt 
be noted as agood thing in Caine, that hee gave himſclfe ro build 


a City. 

Laſt y, thatis good in him, that he was the husband of one wife 
and did content himſelfe with the firſt inſtitution of marriage, not 
corrupting it with taking variety of women to one and the ſame 
man atthe ſame time, as God had made but one Eve for Adam, 
and ſaid,e 43 ſhall cleave t0 his wife, not to his wives,and they ſhall be 
one fleſh, racaningy. thewtwoy wor three or foure, Some are of opi- 
nion that in the beginnaty EwaZ at every burden bare rwinnes, and 
ſo there came into the; 1 apcther a man and a woman, whether 
this was ſo or not Exgnnofaffirme, but ir may ſeeme probable, 
becauſe the Holy Ghelf#miakes not much mention of the bringing 
forth of any woman befor&the flood, therefore it may bethought 
that their birth is comprehended in the narration of the birth of the 
more worthy Sexe, and that together with man they were concei. 
ved and and borne; but whatſoever became of this conceit, it is 
| evident Caize had bur one wife, and that is commendable in him. 
And this is all that IT can picke our of the Story that is good in this 
bad man, for eyen in a bad manalſo may be found many things thar 
forthe matter of them are very good. 

I proceed now to ſet forth the evill of Caize,who was an unſan- 
ified man, as witneſſeth S,7ohn, 1 Epiſt.1. 3. He was of that evill 
one, that is the Divell, a child of Satan hee was notwithſtanding 
all that good that he did. A man unſanRified therefore may be 

aincfull in his calling z a man nnſanRified may worſhip God and 
ring him gifts; a man unſanRified may build Cities 5 a man un- 
C 3 ſancti- 


CuaAr4, 


3+ Built a City 


4 Had bur one 
wife, 


Some thinke 
Eve ſtill bare 
tvvinnes, 


2. Caines bad 
carriage, 

1.In generall, 
He was a 
wicked man, 


18 


Caines faults in| 
particular: 
1, He wasan 


Hypocrite, 


What an Hy. 
pOcrite 18, 


| 


' 
! 
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{anRified may live honeſtly with his wife, Neither muſt any man 
conceit himſclfe a childe of God becauſe hee can truly aſftirme of 
himſelfe rhar he doth theſe and many other good and commendable 
things. This is no more then may be found in a Caine who was of 
that evill ons. 

Bur let us looke into his vices and faults, The firſt and worſt 
faule is, he was an Hypocrite, one in whom hypocriſie ruled, for 
had he not beene ſuch a one, the Lord would not have forborne to 
ſhew the ſame reſpect to him and to his gift that hee ſhewed 
to his Brother Abel and his gift. God is not an accepterof per- 
ſons, he doth not regard one ſincere man and negle& another that 
hath the ſame fincerity, but hee beares all that call upon himin truth, 


as ſaith the Pſalmiſt: and i every nation thoſe that feare him and {2 


worke righteouſneſſe are acceptable to him,ſecing,then God did nor teſtifie 


of his gifts, they were bur the gifts of an hypocrite. For an hypo- bs 


crite is hee which contenterh himſelfe with a forme of religion, in 


perferming the exrernall as of it and is not ſanRified by it, hath not F 


the dominion of finne broken, hath not the image of God renewed 
in him, hath not the divine nature beftowed upon' him, nor cares 


nor ſcekes to have it, but contents and farisfieth' himſclfe in theſe | | 


externall devotions. Wholocver is carefull ro ceme to Gods Or- 


dinances, to pray, heare, reade, receive the Sacraments, and the | : 


like a&ts of religion, and doth ſo careleſly, overly, and negligently 


performe them, as not in them to ſeeke and attaine true ſanity | | 
out of the ſnare of rhe Divell and power of ſinne, | | 
(for theſe cffefts of true religion are not denicd to any in and by | 


and recovering 


thoſe ordinances butto thoſe which n 
by theſe Ordinances) heis avery CA 


let tro ſerve tor them in and 
at 46, atiHypocrite. Hypo- 


 criſie is a fearefull fin, and this was C3 worſt fin, that he was | 
an Hypocrite, he performed indeed | work of religion, but 

| performed it not out of faith and wi rby todotrue honour 
to God, and to give himſelfe unto Foct grace from Godto 


make him his, but barely out of cuſtome 


Pc to his Fathers au- 
thority who had ſo trained him up, of 


meere outſide ſervice as hee hath alſo done ar other times, ſaying, 
that thoſe which draw neere to him with their lips and have their hearts 
farre from him, doe wor ſhip him in vaine, and that sf awy man ſeemt 
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to be religious alone, his religion is in vaine, and that bee is not alew| 
which is one outwardly. 


God had not reſpett to him and his ſacrifice, hee was wrath and bis coun- \ 
tenance fell, he had a furious inſide and a dogged oufide, whereas | 
hee ſhould have looked into the cauſe, he onely chafed at the thing. | 
This ts a fearefull finne, when aman is puniſhed, ro be vexed at the 
iſhment, and nor take care to ſee and reforme the finne which 
cauſeth the puniſhment. This is to accuſe God as the Author of 
the evill, and not himſelfe, and fo to juſtifie himſelfe above God; 
this isto ſhew apredominancy of pride and blindnefle, that our of an 
high opinion of himſclfe hath his minde mufled as ir were from ' 
ſecing his owne faults, it is ro ſhew that he ſerveth that ſinne which ' 
puniſhments cannot make him humbly to confeſſe; and this wrath 
and falne countenance was procured throughenvie againſt his Bro- | 
ther; for he did not onely vexe himſelfe becauſe his one Sacrifice | 
found no approbation, bur alſo hated his Brother, becauſe his was 
accepted, as appeares, becauſe God in reprooving his ſullen and 
dogged lookes, doth tell him inſtantly, that wnto ghee ſhall be bu de- | 
fire, that is, I know Caine what aileth thee, thou ar wrath againſt thy 
Brother, and hatcſt him, becauſe he is more regarded: by mee then 
thy ſclfe, but know that IT imend not to take away the ſupcriority | 
which thine age gives thee, he ſhall be thine inferiour in reſpeR of | 
overnement, though he be better rhen thy ſelfe in vertues, 'Thou 
be the ruler of the Family after .Asaw and - not hee, For at 
that time the governement of the world was onely domeſticall,and 
the elder Brother was the chiefe Magiſtrate under and after the Fa- 
ther. So envie ruled in Caine, diſcontent feſtred to anharred of his 
Brother, becauſe herhought his Brother had more reſpeR then him- 
ſelfe, and fo that his Brother hindred him from being accepted. 
This envie is much condemned. It is ſaid, Envie not ſinners, much 
leſſe the righteous, and S.Paul ſaith, Let us not be coverous of wvaine-glo- 
ry, provoking one another,” envying one another, noting vainc-glory to 


be the roote on the which cnvic growes; and Salomon ſaith, Who 
can land azainſt envie, noting it to be one of the moſt unreaſona- 


himſelfe, or at leaſt becauſe he is more happie than himſelfe. This 
is aſecond faulr of Caine. 
i A thirds, that when God himſelfe did gently and duely adme- 
| niſh him of his fault, and ſought to afſwage his hatred and his wrath, 
yet he did nothing at all retorme it, butrather grew worſe, ſhewin 
chat envie carried him away till, and hee did nouriſhand foſter, not 
oppoſc and refiſt it, For God came and ſhewed him good reaſon; 
{ boththat hee ſhould nor be at his not being accepted, andalſo 
_ he ſhould not have a-grudge ___ his Brorher becauſe he was 
t 


ble faults that is, as hating a-man becauſe hee is nox as miſerable as | - 


accepted, for if thou doe well, faith the Lord, ſhalt thou not be n—_ 
ha is, not thy Brother is an apa reſpeRing:' ofthy = 
| & an 
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The ſecond finne of Caine followes, that when he perceived that | > =_ _ 
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mend his fault 
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and thy Sacrifice, but thine ill doing. Thou ſerveſt mee with our- 
ward ſervice, but thou art a bad man and liveſt not well, therefore 
muſt not I regardthy ſervice, for Itell thee, my pure nature is ſuch, 
thatif men be of finfull lives and wicked, their prayers and oblati- 
ons are ſo farre from pleaſing me, thatthey be abomination to me: 
therefore doe I not care for thee nor thy religion, ſo long as thon 
continueſt impenitent, and a wicked liver, butif thou framethy ſelfe 
to doe well, to repent and amend thy lite, and live holily, thenal- 
ſo ſhalt thoube accepted, as if hee had teld him, that hee oughe to 
amend his life,and might ſo ſet himſelf abour ir,as to obtaine help and 


amend thy lifc,and he will rake thee into favour,and then ſhould he alſo | 


ſinners be odious to God,yet the prayerot the upright is his delight.So 
no cauſe of Carnes wrath and envie,ſccing the cauſe of his Brothers be- 
ing preferred beforc him is his owne naughtineſſe, not any partiality 
in God nor trickes thar his Brother had uſed. Againe, there is no 
cauſe he ſhould hate his Brother, who ſhould ſill continue an infe- 
riour in ſubjeRionto him. All this notwithſtanding uttered by God 
himfelfe, yet Cane continued his ſower lookes and bitter thoughes 


elfe, and had received more approbation and acceptation from God 
then himſclfe. Note this fault, he would not be amended by words, 
he hardned himſclfe againſt an admonition. 
4; Marthere® | 4 £,urth and a worſe fault was, he ſpake to his Brother and gat 


be takeninto fayour,and his gifts regarded. For though the Sacrifice of | 


inſt his Brother, onely becauſe his Brother was berter than hims- | 


is Broti \ him into the field our of company (for no doubt there were more 
But with what MER and women in the world though wee doe nor reade of any 
weapon is un-| MOTC) and there he knocks him on the head (with what weapon tt 
ceraine, {js folly for us to enquire) but ſure his tooles of husbandry yeelded 
him fitter helpe co doe it then the jaw-bone of an Afſſe, which ſome 
; will nceds thinke to have beene uſed. So hisenvie and hatred boy- 
| led ſolong, and prevailed ſo much in him, that it makes him dip 
| his finger in blood and inthe blood of his own Brother; notwith- 
' Randing the greatneſſe of the finne in it ſelfe and great torment thar 
| would enſue thence unto his Parents. Moreover, Murdcr that is 
| Caines finne, and with this finne of murder is joyncd fraud and 
 puile, and fearing man more then God : for he ſpaketo him and 
| alone in the field, fo it was a pretended and premeditated murder, 
heuſed words of kindneſſe, at leaſt which did not ſhew forth any 
ill intention, for then would not Abel have gone with him, and 


— 


ver or hinder him, there not regarding Gods preſence, hee tooke 


| away his life and ſpilt his blood on the ground. You ce Caizes fourth 
5.Did notre= | fone. 


' him out, and then roſe up againſt him, when they were together | 


| 


ok " | The fifth was he did not repent of the finnc when hec had done | 
| ls 


—_—. 


—__— 


power to do it. For even toany reprobate may any man ſay as much as | ©: 
Godto Caine here,there is noneceſlity of thy being caſt off byGod,ſetto | © 
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having him inaſolitary place where no man could ſee him to diſco- | 
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it, nor of himſelfe ranneto God with humble confeſſiun, nay when 

Godcameto bring him to repentance, then hee ſtood in deniall of 
his fault, and was angry with God for going about to charge him 
with his Brother ; for when the Lord came and asked him where his | 
Brother was,he made an{wer that he could not tell, lyingro God him- 

ſc}fe you ſee, and ſhzwing himſclte to be altogether ignorant, or ar 

| Icaſt hecdlcfle of his All-{eeing eye, and in a kind of diſcontent as- 
{king the Lord, why he ſhould aske of him, where Abel was,ſecing : 
| no man had ever appointed him to be CA bels keeper, 

Here is a fearctull finne not to confefle a finne committed, but ro 
lie and ſeckeif he could to hide it from God by deniall. So that 
Caine was growne worle then £Adam, he onely excuſed the fault, he 
[RR ſrying, he could not tell what was become of him whom 
| himſelfe had murdered, fodenying in his heart that God was pre- 
ſent in all places and faw all rhings. So his heart was hardned in 
wickednefſe, and he was growne a deſpilſcr of God, adenicr of his 
Omniſcience, and he had made himſcltc quite tmpenirent, 

Impenitencicin his ſinnes, that was another of Canes faults, Thſtead 
of falling downe and ſaying, I have ſinned, he {aith, I have not done | 
ir, thou doſt unjuſtly in asking me ſuch 4 queſtion, like the Phariſces, ' 
| that afterthey had killed Chriſt, were {o farre from repenting, that ' 

they ſeemed to take ir in high diſdaine, that the Apoſtles would ſeeme | 

to bring thar mans bloud upon them. Marks this finne, I ſay marke | 
it, he hides his finne, denies it, will not goc to God with humble | 
confeſſions and ſupplications. This is to be a Caize, rocommir great 


| 

{ finnes, and continue remorſelcſſe and unrepentant, not regarding to 
confeſle nonot to God himſelte, though God uſe meanes ro make him | 
| 


ſee and confeſle. 


offence, he grumbled and deſpaired, for his ſpeeches carry an im- 
preſſion of both theſe vices, and are uttered, ſo tharthey will beare 
both renderings, My finne i greater then can be pardonad, or, My pu- 
niſhment is greater then I can beare. So Caine was poſlcefled with a 
| mixture of deſperatencfle and murmuring, he denies God the honour 
| of his mercy in not conceiving himable to forgive that fin,therfore he 
thought ir in vaineto confeſle and aske pardon and ſo forbare to doc 
it, and hethought the puniſhment unjuſt and too ſevere, as being more 
then hee could beare, as if God in puniſhing an unpenitent ſinner 
{hovld looke not what the finne did deſerve, but what the ſinner 
could undergoe. Whereas puniſhment muſt be proportioned to the 
greatnefſe of the fault,not the ſtrengrh of the offendor. He ſhould have 
cryed out of the greatneſle of the finne,not of the puniſhment, hee 
ſhould have confeſſed the greatneſſe of Gods mercy, but he mutrers 
againſt him as both unjuſt and unmercifull, and ſo repents not but rce- 
pines, complaining that God had laide him open to all mens injuries 
now, ſothat every one might kill him. .Thisis a C«/xe, a man ſo hard- 


[ed with finne that he can neither ſubmit ro Gods juſtice nor implorc | 


his 
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Now another fault is, that after God had cenſircd him for his | 5He muttered 
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from finand  againe with this gentle ſecond admonirion, if it had beene pofſible 
our of Gnne, tO have melted him and have drawne him to ſubmiſſive humiliation. 
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 perſilts impenitently. | 

7. Perfiſts im- Por that isthe laſt of all Ins finnes, he goes away quite from God | 
permeent'y ® and his Father, ceaſerh ro continue a member of that family, and | 
| of that Church,gives over all outward ſhewes of religion, turnes | 

| meere worldly and carthly, and fſeckes to caſe the ſmart of his con: | 
' ſcience by building and bufling in the world, declaring a piece of 
| vaine glory too, by calling his Ciry after the name of his firſt- | 
| borne, as it were boaſting of it, that hee ſhould have his ſonne the | 
| Lord of a City of his owne name, Henoch of Henoch, A tearefull 
| offerice to perſiſt ſtill in impenitencie, to caſt of all ſhew of religion, 
| to excommunicate himſelfe our of the Church, and bune himſelfe 
| in yanity and worldlincfſe, foro Rifle his owne conſcience and dea- 
den his owne heart more and more. | 
3. His proſpe- | Now I have done with Caizes carriage good and bad. I come! 


| oy and adyer-; tg the things that befcll him,go0d and bad. | 
ty. "gy 
| ris benefits,! Fiſt g00d, you | 


| had pofterrry continued his lite along time to give him ſpace of repentance, and ſet 


” 


ee God gave him aſonne and ſonnes ſonne, and | 


and tived2 | a mark upon him to ſave him from the violence of all men,threatening 
ong life,and b : . En 
was preſeryed | fO puniſh him ſeven-fold, that is, ſeven times as much as he had hurt 
from the vio» | Carne if any ſhould kill him. Secing it pleaſed not God to tell us | 
—_ ot all | what this marke was with which hce noted this prime murtherer ; 
it is fondnefle in us to weary our ſelves with conjectures; ſome think 
(it was viſible to all men, but what I know not, nor Iam ſure can any 
| man elſe tell, but ir was the goodnefſe of God to ſecure him of life 
'who had deſerved death, for the Law of putting the murderer to 
' death was not yet, and God wovld not put Adam to fo hard ataske 
as killing his owne ſonne, but would ſhew himſelfe tro be above 
Law, in forbearing to doe that which he. will not ſuffer a Magiſtrate 
to forbeare, even putting to death of a wilfull murderer ; yea, it was 
the great goodnefle of God to give him health and many children,and 
childrens children, and to grant him riches and proſperity in the 
world abundantly if - it had becne poſſible ro have drawne him to 
2. God vouch- repentance, yea it was agreat benefit rhar God came gently to ad- 
lated him. moniſh himof his inward malice, if itraight have beenc to have hin- | 


meanes ro 


keepe him , dred the breaking of it out into murder,and after it was done rocome 


So God vouchſated him meanes to keepe him from finne and to draw 

. him out of ſinne, and time long enough to make uſe of thoſe meanes, 
' and many benefics to allure him to make uſe of them, thus good is 

; Godeven to finners,and impcnitent ſinners,to offer them meancs of re- 

; pentance and acceptation upon their repentance, and vouchſafe them 


ſtore of good things for along time, notwithſtanding their obſtinare- 
| neſſe in refuſing to repent. 
x. His croſſes, Now laſtly, let us conſider Gods puniſhments, viz. the evill things 


| 
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The firſt is ſentencing him for his fault, and laying open the 
greatneſſe of it in ſaying, What hai# thou done, thy Brothers blood 
cryeth to mee from the earth which hath drunk it in at thine hand, 
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and ſentenceth 
him for it, 


Secondly, hee curſerh him from the earth, that is, in reſpe of 
the carth which ſhall not be halfe ſo fruitfull ro him as before, nor 


vatcs his = 


| 2. Curſcth the 
earth to him, 


yeeld its increaſe as it had done, for he doth not meane ſimply it ſhall 
yecld no fruit, but nothing ſo much nor ſo cafily. 

Laſtly, thou ſhalt be a fugitive, a runnagate, thatis, a man full of | ;.Ke was full 
unquietnefſe and terrours, that canſt have no reſt nor peace in thine | *f *<rrovr, 
heart, nor any content any where z yea, itſignifictha giving him over 
to caſt off all goodneſle, and leave himto himſelfe to forſake his Fa- 
thers houſe, and ſo aſclling him over to profaneneſſc and utter impe- 
nitency. 

Thus we have done with Caines life, and for his death the _ Caines death 
ture vouchſafes not to mention it, nor how long he lived, but he li- | 29+ mentione 
ved along timecvento ſee the ſonnes of Lamech, who was the fixt 
eneration from him, ard vaunted that if God would ſo avenge Cure, 
e would be avenged more, by which ſpeech it is very probable 
that Cane was then alive. 

So we have ſpoken all we have to ſpeake of Cazze. Now Iwill 
make ſome uſe of all. 

Firſt, from that that was good in Caine, I pray you learne at leaſt 
to be as good as ſo bad aman was, and therefore may ſure be axrai- 
ned by naturall indeavours. You ſee Caine did not give himſelte: 
to runne idling about the world, but ſubmitted to his Fathers go- 
vernment, ſo farre as to give himſclfe ro Husbandry. O let no man 
turne himſelfe into acipher, nay into an excremene that lives in the 
world to no purpoſe, yea tobad purpoſe; for hee ſhall not bur doe 
naughtily that will doe nothing, ſct your ſclves therefore to have and 
to follow ſome calling and employment. Live not like thoſe play- 
full crearures, imperfe& piRurcs of men, but of ſuch men the fitreſt 
emblemes, like apes and monkeys onely to skip up and downe and 
to make ſport, bur live to beſtow your ſelves in ſome profitable vo- 
cation for your owne andthe common good. 

If any ſay Caine was neceſſitated toir, becauſe there were no other 
to till the ground for them he being Adm: firſt-borne. 

I anſwer, firſt, I defire you ſhould live ſomewhat better then Carne 
and - good out of choice, which perhaps he might doc out of 
neceſſity, - 

Secondly, I anſwer, thatthough you be not neceſſitated toany cal- 
ling by want, yet wiſdome and a good conſcience binde you, for muſt 
you not ſubmit to that of God, 7n the ſweate of thy browes ſbalt rbou 
eae,and to that ofthe Pſalmiſt, he ſhall eate the labour of his hands, and to 
that of Pau/,which condemanes the inordinate walkers which wrought 
not atall, and is it not wiſdome to forbeare walking on a thorne 
hedge, which Salomes ſaith the idle man doth 2 and to | os 
| many occaſions, as the having no calling, and being carclefle of i. 
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| Caine was avery Hypocrite, a man that contented himſelfe with the 


The ſignesof | "And you "may ſee in Caine. what be the ſignes of an Hypocrite. 
an Hypocrite. x” Envie at thoſe: that be better then himſelfe, andeven haring them 


and detying them, 5. Chafing at admonitions. 4. Caſting of arlaſt 


GE a . 
will ſurely bring. | lay againe then, be as good as Caine, have and 
follow ſome calling 

Againe, looke that there be ſome at leaſt outſide of religion in 
you, worſhip God and be not ſo much lovers of money as not to 


| give him ſomething, cven to bear coſt for his worſhip in ſuch kind | 


as coſt is now needfull, as they were to performe a worſhip then re. 
quired the colt notwith'tanding. Be not profane ro negle& Gods 
Worſhip out of ſleighting it, be not niggards to purof God withas' 
lirtle as you can,but give him of the fruits of your groun''; and now | 


know that that is given to God which is given to the mainienance 


neceſſary to the performance of ir, as a fit place and thelike: O beas | 
good as a Caine, nay willing to be at coſt in Gods Worſhip and. 
for it. | 
Alf ſatisfie your ſelves with one wife, for Caine did fo, he knew| 
his wife, wives he had nor. 

Yea, be builders vp of your families by thrift and husbandry,for ſo 
could Carre, not pullers of them downe by riot and unthriftinefſe:ſayro 
thyſelfe, How ſhall this firſt of ail bad men riſe up in judgement 
againſt mee, if I cannot frame my fſclfe ar leaſt to be as good as 
he was? A man ſhould even bluſh to thinke whati1is the eldeſt ſonne 
of the Divell more vertuous then I am, O how bad a man am I 


Secondly, we muſt make ſome good uſe of that was bad in Caize, 
which is double. Firſt, to rake great heed to our ſelves to mornti- 
fie thoſe vices, and ſhun thoſe finnes whichwe finde related of him. 


outward as of Gods Worſhip, but was not SanRtificd, did not 
frame his heart to pleaſe God and ſet himlſelfe ro doe well. O take 
| heed to your ſelves that you be not ſuch, bur labour to preſent your 
' hearts to God, and in all his ſervices ro offer your foules and bo- 
'dics to him, and not alone the cxternall ſervice, ſecke in and by the 
dutics of religion to be made new creatures. Joyne care of a good 
life in your whole converſation with your outward devotion, then 
you ſhall not be Hypocrites, but uprright. Beware of Hypocriſie, find 
out it {clfe and its ill <ff-&s, lament them, confeſſe them, pray a- 
 gainſt them. Be afraid leaſt you ſhould prove Hypocrites, cry to 
 God' to keepe you from being ſuch, and ro make you fincere. An 
Hypocrite is apt to runne. into all finne, nothing is accepted from 
him;he is apt to fall away into open profanenefle; andto be quite caſt 
of by God for his ſins. 


G E N, The Example of Cura Pa4e| 


of his Miniſters which performe his Worfhip, and other inftruments | 8 


becauſerhey have better cſteeme then himfelfe. 2.” Not ſtriving to 
reforine his finnes when hee is admoniſhed, nor confeſſe them ro 
God, 'and craving helpe againſt them, but rather perſiſting in them 
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all care of religion. 5. Murmuring againſt God forthe greatneſſe- of 

* |his puniſhment and ſo deſpairing of his mercy as to run away from 
7 |him. O beware of all theſe fignes of prevailing Hypocrific, anddo 
as Caine ſhould have don. Strive againſt guile, ſet againſt envie, la- 
| Z |bourtoprofi: by Gods admonitions in his Word, though hee come 
not now in perſon to admoniſhyou. If you have ſinned confefle it to 
God, ſtoope to his Juſtice, confeſle him righteous if he deſtroy you. 
Hold faſt a perſwaſion ofthe poſſibility of having yonr ſins pardoned 
how great ſocver, and a hope of finding pardon art leaſt in ſuch a 
degree as may make you runne penitently ro God and boldly to 
crave pardon. And moſt of all, take heed of growing utterly impe- 
ni:ent out of deſpaire, and goe not about to burie your ſclves inthe 
world and ſo tocaſe the torments of your conſciences, bur by hum: 
ble falling downe before God, ſeeke for mercy which will indeed 
refreſh you. Profir your ſelves by the lamentable and tragicall ſtory 
of Caine, And above all, take heed of letting envie proceed to thar 
height astocarrie you into aftuall murder, but refiſt and oppoſe ir, 
and caſt jt out of your hearts, that it may not bring youro be ſpillers 
= |of innocent blood, that is a crying finne, and you ſee what torment 
(3 and hardneſle it is apt to bring upon the committer,>chicfely if; the 
2 | cauſe of hatred andenvie be goodneſle. dt 
* | Againe, blefle God heamily for preſerving you from cnvie, from | 
4 | murder, from hypocrifie, from muttering, from deſpaire, from operi | 


-* |profaneneffe, from meereand prevailing worldlinefſe; For wee/have 
| & |the ſamenature that Caire,the ſame corruptions,full of pride, fultof 
© | hypocriſie, fall of ignorance -of God, and apt to be bold to any 
= |evill if wee may conceale it from men, Wee who have the-ſclfe; | 
= |ſame bad nature, if God have preſerved us from ſo mighty prevai- 
ling and breaking forth of corruption, let us not lift up our ſelves 
above others, but give the glory to God, and be ſatisfied withthe 
comfort, not daring to take the praiſe unto our ſelves, each one of 
| [us in his kinde would be as bad as Caime, if God hadin like man- 
| [ner left us unro our corruptions and the temprations. . O that wee 
;could be humbly thankefull for our preſervation. from ſuch foule 
 finnes and crimes. | 
Now let us remember Caines miſeries and croſſes, and: let us 
affright our ſelves from finnes by them. Thinke, would 1 'have 
God make mee afugitive and a runnagate, fill mine cares withthe 
voice of terrour, and, make a dreadfull ſound poſſefle mine heart | 
alwaics, curſe the things I rake in hand for my ſake, as hee did | 
the carth for Caizes ſake, deliver mee up to groſfe finnes, -to 
hardneſſe and utter prophaneneſſe, to impenitencie and deſpaire, 
and a meere forſaking of God and Apoſtaciez then let meeinot/be 
{an Hypocrite, let mee not mocke God with ſhewes, let mee not 
ſleight reproofes not caring to amend. Let me net hide my'finnes 
and allow my fſelfe to dye evill in ſecret, fearing mans eyes>more 
then Gods, | Let mee not mutter againſt his Juſtice, ler m—_—_ 
D enic- 
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denie his Mercy. Let mee not runne into the finnes of Caine, 
which by degrees procured to him this miſchiete, Hypocriſie 
brought forth rcjeRing his ſcrvice, not profiting by that chaſtiſc- 
ment brought forth diſcontent and envie againſt his Brother, not 
hearkening to reproofe to refiſt enyie, brought forth murder, not 
confefling and lamenting that, but hiding it, brought forth Gods 
jadgement to make him a fugitive, not ſtooping to that, but mur. 
muring, brought forth deſpaire, and that utter Apoſtacie and pro- 
fancneſſe. Beware of theſc finnes which you ſee ſo fearefully pu. 
niſhed, and affright your ſelves from theſe faults by the miſcrable 
effes of them in Caine. Take great care that finne make not ſuch 
a progreſſe in your ſoules, till it utterly ſeparate you from God, as 
it did Caine, Wee have more and clearer meanes then Carre , 
beſides his evill to be our warning ; if wee proove as bad as he, 
wee ſhall fare much worſe, beans of that aggravation of finne | | 
which ir will receive from this conſideration, Tremble ro thinke | & 
| of yeelding ro Hypocriſic, envie, murder, muttering, deſpaire,| 
&s. flic from rhoſc waics which brought Caine ro ruine. Yealcarne| F 
thankefullneſſe to God, that hee hath nct laid ſuch miſerics upon | 
prune as 'upon” Caine, wiz. a terrified conſcience and a curſe upon 
your cſtates that can affoord you no comfort, and an heart poſſeſſed 
with def fancies and imparicnt rifings againſt God. Theſe | F 
be | evills, wee alſo have deſerved them, but God hath not| Þ 
inflited them upon many of us. O let our hearts rejoyce in his| 
goodnefſe that hath delivered us, andlet us make uſc of his patience 

to draw us to repentance, that wee doe not pull the ſame upon our 
ſclves hereafter. 

Laſtly, from Caines bencfits, I pray you learne to ſce the bounty 
of God which gives great outward benefits rothe worſt men, there- 
by aſſuring your ſelves that hee will provide well enough for you 
that are his owne pcople. Will he preſerve Caine from being flaine 
and not mee thar defire to feare him 2 Did he offer mercy to Caine 
if hee would doe well, will hee not accept mee that defire to doe 
well and to turne to him © Did hee give Caine a City and chil- 
dren, will hee not give to mee things needfull for mee and mine 2 
Gods mercy to the worſt muſt make his people certaine, that no 
good thing ſhall be wanting to them. 

Againe, you muft learne not highly to eftceme theſe earthly 
things. Did not Cre even after his curſing and caſting off yer 
flouriſh in worldly things, beget children, build a City, ſee his chil- 
drens children gallantly maintained in the world, growing in arts 
and riches? Surdy there is no cauſe of being good in our owne 
eyes, becauſe wee have gotten that which a Came may gct. Wee 
muſt not be ſo fooliſh as to flatter our ſelves in a conceit that God | 
is our God, becauſe wee meete with ſuch droffic benefits and 
meane favours as. a very reprobate, and a fugitive may have in 


| abundance. Indeed if God give theſe things with an heart to 
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make uſe of them, to doe good to others, to be thankefull ro God, 
to be mooved to repentance, and to grow better, and be drawne 
neerer to God, and more carefull of obeying and worſhipping him, 
this is a ſigne of his ſpeciall favour, otherwiſe to have ſuch things 
as theſe and ſtill continue in impenitencie and to grow worſe by 
them rather then better, is a proofe that a man is fatted ro 
deſtrution , rather then God the giver of theſe 
things doth favour him. 
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THE THIRD 


O F 
ABEL 


| was utterly diſappointed and after a long inquifition met with nothing 
| but vexation of V4 


Have done with Ce the elder Brother, 1 
come to Abel the y Brother, and as 
ir is likely the next after him. His —_— Abel what i 
nificth vanity, which isall one with unproft- | #gnibeth. 
tableneſſe, or inabiliry to make happy. Ir is 
the ſame that Salomers long experience made 
him to impoſe on all carthly things, which he 
calls vanity of vanities, as well he might, be- | 
cauſe in ſecking to finde felicity inthem,hee 


irit. Bythis time like enough Eve had learned the 
vanity of all earthly things , and by name of a ſonne which before | 
ſhee called a poſſeſſion, but now calls vanity, for that children alſo 
be bur a poſſcſſion of vanity as well as other things. 

Of Abel ler us conſider his birth,life and death. 

His Birth is plainely ſer downe by the authors of it, Zwe-and | His Birth, | 
Adam, for fhee conceived azaine and bare a ſonye and called bis name, 
&c. but the rime of it as alſo of the elder Brothers is uncertaine. We 
know not how long they lived without children, -whether ſhee be- 
ganto be fruitfull inſtantly upon the fall, or that God held them a | 
little under barrennefſe,-to makethem beget a child by. their prayers 
to God for that bleſſing,” as well as by the faculty of yrooal 
planted in nature, I cannor affirme: butſuch a ſonne ſhee had. Con- 

D 3 cerning 


His vertues. 


ling. 


full ia ir, 


1,Was paine» 


full in his cal- 


It is good to 
have a calling 
and be faith» 
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cerning whoſe life obſerve wee, 1. His virtues and good deeds. 
2. His faults. 3. His benefits and affiitions, 

His good deeds are here ſet downe, he was painefull in the cal- 
ling ofa Shophaned, for ſo it is ſaid, Hee was feeding & flecke, 
meaning not alone that hee had undertaken this vocation, but that 
he did alſo painefully diſcharge it. The Shepheards calling is now 
a neceſſary calling as well asthe Husbandmans, though not equally 
neceſſary : bur wee finde in experience, that it is a calling ſubordi- 
nate to Husbandric, for that the profitable ſheepe is not alone be- 
neficiall for her fleſh and skinne, but alſo for her ſoyle, and that in 
ſuch degree profitable, as in many places they could ſcarce have 
any corne growing by thcir art and paines in Husbandry, if the 

dung did not fat the ground. And this is Iconceive one of 
the beſt uſes of rhe ſheep when ſhe becomes attendant tothe place.O 
that this ſimple and harmeleſle creature might not be changed into a 
moſt ravenous and devouring creature, thorough the rapine and ava- 
rice of thoſe men which thinke all too little for themſelves, and 
had rather dwell alone or amongſt beaſts then amongſt anumber of 
Tenants, and as the members of a Towne-ſhip or a Church. Now 
the world is turned quite upſide downe, in this time Cane killed 
Abel, ſpake to him, and having him in the field roſe up againſt 
him and flew him;butnow Abel killeth Caine,ſpeaksto him roughly or 
faircly, I cannet tell, but drives him quite out of the places where 
he didonce inhabit. Imeane the Shepheard doth cate out the Hus- 
bandman. Bur you ſce that as well Abel as Caine was / painefull 
in his calling, and was brought up in ſome externall and worldly 
bufineſſe, wherein he might ſerve God, adyantage the world, and 
exerciſe and profic himlelfe. 

Surely true picty and godlineſſe will very well accord with dili- 
gence in acalling, andir is but mens miſtake ifthey thinkethat their 
vocations hinder them from the true Worſhipping of God ; Abel 
as well as Caine had his trade of life. The miſerable corruption of 
our nature will turne all things into occaſions of hurt and miſchiefe, 
and make them meanes of interrupring us in good waies, but elſe a 
calling. ducly followed by exercifing the graces of Gods Spirit, 
and humbling and taming the fleſh, and well imploying the thoughts, 
and preventing many temptations and opportunitics of finning, doth 

reatly further our growth in picty, and is farre from being any juſt 
rs Mons unto it: we muſt therefore marke this in Abel as well 
2s Caire, and becarefullro imitate it, 

All you that have children to educate, bring them np to ſome 
calling. Let them be as members not excrements .in the body of 
humane ſocictics. All you that arc already come to ſuch a ſtate as 
you can diſccrac betweene þ jos and evil], apply your ſelves to 
ſome calling, ſome worke of body or minde, ſome conſtant and ſct- 


led imployment in ſome lawfull aQions, tending to the common 
good and your own,that you may be ſure as S. Paul ſath,to labour ifnot 


with 
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| with your hands, yet with your heads therhing thatis g good, thar you! 


Ge wv. Abel. _ - "I 


may have togive, and that you may not be counted inordinate and un- 
ruly walkers, not working at all but being buſie- bodics, workers round 
about as the word (ignificth, do nothing bat fetch friskes nt rngaten! 
through theworld. O expoſe not your ſelves and yours to ſo much 
miſery as to have nothing to do. An empty veſſel is fitto receive any 
liquor that is powred intoit; the Divell will put youon cvill imploy- 
merits,if you do not beſtow your ſclyes on good: A bird that firterh ftill 
on a tree is cafily hit with a piece or creſſe-bow, bur it is hard to 
take the flying bird.lIr is cafie for Satanto —_ with his tremp- 
rationsthe Idlesbee, but hard to faſten on the man of imployments. 
The Lord commends and rewards diligence in a calling, and bids 
know the ſtate of thy flocke, and bids men goe and learne of the | 
Piſmire, and diſcommends idleneſſe and ”  m— and threatens | 
him that followes the idle. Let good Abel teach you faithful. | 
neſſe in your calling, Caſt away —_—— and unthriftineſle, 
wearing out your bodies in vanities and worſe then vanities, and ſet 
your ſclves to ſome ſuch worke as may make you able to anſwer 
the queſtion of God and your Maſter when hee ſhall call you to 
account for the laying out of ſo pretious a thing as time. 

But ſecondly, hee was religious and devour, hee of the 
fruit of his flocks, yea of the firſtlings and of the fat thereof, He 
did bring to God one of the beſt and fareſt of his Rammes, or 
Ewes, for Weathers were not for Sacrifice, and no maimed thing 
w3s to be offered on Gods Altar. It is not obſerved of Cee, that 
hee brought of the firſt fruites and beſt of his corne orother graine: 
It is likely that the Holy Ghoſt would have done this office of « 
faithfull Hiſtorian, and have given Cave his duc by telling the qua- 
liry as well as the matter of his offering, if it had beenc as wel 
qualified inthis reſpeR as his Brothers, Wherefore when he com- 
mends <Abels offering, becauſe it was of the choice and farteſt of 
| his flock, it may be well rchought in forbearing to ſay any thing in 
like commendation of Cazes, that hee tooke no great care, whether 
it were of the beſt or not, and therefore wee may well conceive 
that one cauſe of Gods rejeRting Caines Sacrifice was, becauſe hee: 
did not bring of the beſt of his fruites, as one cauſe of his accep- 
ting ©Mbels was becauſe hee did bring of the choiceſt of his flock, 
not that God looketh to theſe outward things, but to the minde of 
the doer, which for the moſt part (if neceſfiry hinder not) doth 
ſhew it ſclfe in the valew and worth of the gift, He that loves 
God will bring him as full a Sacrifice as hee can; hee that loves 
him not will give him as-leane a Sacrifice as it may ſtand with his 
credit to give. A man whoſe heart is-not upright with God will 
be at as little coſt with him as is poſtible. A man-thar is upright 
with him will inlarge his bounty towards him, Son Hall ſce.. in 
Ha.1.13. that God refuſcth the Sacnfices, becauſe they were bale 
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hubs his flock a male, and voweth and ſacrificeth to the Lord a cor- | 
| rwpt: thing, and verſe 8. he ſaith, Offer it now to thy governour will hee 
| be pleaſed with thee and accept thy perſon ſaith the Lord? The Lord. 


faith, but frecnefſe and bounty ſhewes truth of love and of faith, 
and becauſc he: looketh to the heart, therefore hee likerh thar gite 
which comes from a loving and faithfull heart, and hates that which 
comes from a contrary hearr. 

- Learne thereinto imitate cM bel, bring to God the beſt things yon 
have, he muſt have the far, the fat I ſay of your heards or flocks. The 
chicfeſt of your: affections muſt be his, and your affeions muſt 
ſhew themſelves in ation. You muſt be willing to ſerye him with a 
 coftly ſervice, and be ever of Davids mind that ſaid, I will not ſerve 
God without charge. | 

Now theſe two things you have in the Text of «Abel, two other 
things you have in another place, Heb.11, He offered a better Sacrifice 
.Heoffered in| rþew Caine by fairh, Hee offeredin faith, -and that cauſed himro bring 
ts a better, that is, I ſuppoſe he meanes there, a more coſtly Sacrifice 
of better worth and valew, 'of more price and coſt, not the coſt but 
the fairh that made him willing to be atthecoſt, and the coſt alone 
as it was a fruitand figne ofthe faith did content God, and madethe 
Sacrifice acceptable. 

i Ler us learhe therefore to doe all wee doe in faith. The faith that 
good Abel had'was'the fame that after is commended in Heroch, 
| tee was perſwaded that God was and was a rewarder of them that di-| 
ligently ſceke him, it was ſuch as that which the Apoſtle there 
(deſcriberh, it was the evidence of things not ſeene and the ſubſtance 
of things hoped for. It was ſuch an apprehenfion of Gods being 
atid- goodneſſe to true Converts, and ſuch a perſwaſion of his will 
to give him the future inviſible things hoped for, as made <Avet: 
ſerve God in the (courſe of. his life in rightcouſneſſe, and not alone: 
for atime to.come to the Altar and offer Sacrifice, War 

* Sacrifiging was a profcſhon of their owne guiltineſſe, ſubmitting | 
'themſclvesto the Juſtice of God, as men worthy todie and be burnr, | 
as that beaſt or other thing to be burnt,burwithall of their hoperhar ' 
| God would pardon them for his goodneſle ſake through thar true | 
Sacrifice which-was to come: - And hee'thart offered Sacrifice wich- | 
' ourthis faith vf Gods accepting him for his -mercy ſake, and with- / 
; Our acknowledgement of his worthineſſe to periſh, did not pleaſe/ 
'God, and: alFour Sacrifices'muſt be done -in faith, now more dis! 
Nin, becauſe we have'a fuller revelation, wee muſt doe all wee 
doe in faith, notalone a perſwaſion of the lawfullneſſe of what we' 
doe; but alfo ar indeavour'to truſt particularly for our acceptation 
| both of perſons:and Sacrifices: in Chriſt,” not inthe worthineſſe of 
| gar {elves 'br offour workes:”He that hath this faith, he-and his ſer» 
vices ſhall pleaſe God,  heerhat hath ir not cannot pleafe God what- | 
foever ho'doth: | Ler mettherefore commend unto. you ny cos of 
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knowes that niggardlineſſe towards him ſhewes want of love and | , 


| 
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there was not a Law given that could give life, and therefore the 


| 
| ing that by this rightcouſneſſe the Scripture teſtificth, that neither 


| 


that you beleeve your ſclves in yourſelves tobe miſerable finners,bur | 


confeſſe that Chriſt Jeſus is a perte Saviour, and therefore even 
traſt upon Gods merciein him for grace and ſalvation. | 
But the Scripture ſaith, that _,7bel was righteous, and ſaith, thar | #** IT 
ke obtained witneſſe that hee was righteous, Where hath hee that 
witnefſe £ Partly in that God teſtified of his gifts. by accepting | 
them (for he accepts nothing burthat which comes from a righteous | 
man, he heareth no finners,) or more fully from the mouth of our | 
blefled Saviour, who calleth him righteous .46bel. Note therefore 
that Abel was a righteous man. The Scriprures give infinite com- 
fort and commendationtothe righteous man. | 
Now there is arigtteouſneſſe of the Law and of the Goſpell. A | A wofold 
righteous man by the Law we ſhall finde none in all the world, for I_ 
S. Paw telleth us, that by the workes of the Law no fleſls ſhall be juſti. and Goſpell. 
d before God, and that there is none rightcous, mo not one, and 1b G1l.2.16. 
faith of himſclfe in this ſence, that if hee went to juſtifie bimſelfe; his -"_ _ 
owne cloathes would defile him, This righteouſheſſe andeth inanexa@t * * _ 
conformity to the Law of God in that a man hath not committed, | 
neither is prone and inclined to commir any of the things which 
the Law doth forbid, nor hath not omitted nor is not prone to omit | 
any of the thirgs which the Law doth command, but 15:urterly free | 
from all fine of omiſſion and commiſſion, and hath perfeRly ful. 
filled the Law in all points and degrees. Such a rightcouſneſſe fince 
LAdarss fall was never found, bur in our bleſſed LordJefus Chriſt. 
Therforethe Apoſtle ſaith, If righteowſneſſe were by the Law Chrift.were.| 62.31. 
dead in waine, he meanecth;that if God appointed us now to cometo 
Heaven for Chriſts ſake, upon conditionof our perfe& fulfilling the | 
Law, it would beto no purpoſe, for we ſhould not be ſaved by his | 
death ; and after he ſaith, that the Law concludeth all under finne, that | Gal.zazs 
the promiſe through the faith of Teſus Chriſt may be given to them that 
beleeve ; and before he had ſaid, If there had beene a Law given which | Gal.z,:1, 
conld have given life, rizhteouſneſſe had beene by the Law, ſo that 


Pfalmiſt confeſſcth, thar in Gods ſteht there is no fleſb righteous, and | pal, 143.2, 
S. Paul durſt not ſtand to this righteouſneſſe which was his owne 
by the Law. This Legall rightcouſneſſe ir would. juſtifie if we 
had it, but wee have it not, for wee loft it in our Parents, .in 
whom all finned and all died, all were made finfull and morratl 
creatures, and afinfull mortall creature cannot poſhbly performe ſuch 
a Law, as was given to a finneleſſe and immortall creature. There- 
fore wee muſt finde out another rightcouſneſſe by which ſome men 
may be called righteous, and by which CA6e was righteous, ſce- 


hee nor any other can be made righteous. This is the righteouſ- 
neſle of faith, the rightcouſneſſe of theyGoſpcll, the righteouſncile 
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ſearching into your hearts, whether have this faith or no, vie. 


of God, the rightcouſneſſe which is by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, 
; even 
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even the righteouſnefle of God without the Law, and the righ-| 
teouſnefle which.is by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt. 


A double righ 
reoulneſle in 
the Golpell. 
1, Imputed. 


tcouſnefle without: workes' imputed to the happy man, not ſimply 


Now there is adouble rightcouſneſle raught in the Goſpell. The 
one is made ours by impntation and is not ours by inherencie z wee. 
never performed it our ſelves; bur another performed ir for us and 
we have it' imputed to us: -It is by S. Pal deſcribed thus. A righ- 


hd ” 


without workcs, for that'ts impoſſible, becauſe the Law cannot be 
fulfilled but by working according to irs direRion, and unlefle the 
law be fulfilled there is no- perfeR rightcouſneſſe, but a righteouſ- 
neſſe without any workes of ours, and therefore without the Lawtoo, 
for the Law accepteth of no righteouſneſle but that which is wroughe 


2-Inherent. 


Rom.6, I | 


Verſe 13, 
Verle 19, 


non cauſa reg- 
nandt. | 
: Y 


Wh 


Fia ad regnwn, Tr is notthe cauſe of ourlife but the way toit. It isa vertue wrought 


by our ſelves, as it is ſaid of Abraham, that hee wrought not but did 
truſt in him that juſtifies the ungodly. CAbrabam wrought diligently | 
and plentifully,, how then can it be ſaid that\ he wrought not 2 hee 
meaneth that he did not worke that by his owne workes hee might 
attaine this rightcouſneſle... By this righteouſneſle alone we are juſti- 
fied. Itisthe perfe& and exaQrightcouſncle of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
accepted for us and put to.our reckoning. For he was our ſurcty, he | 
tooke our nature, hee bare our finnes, hee fulfilled our duty and 
bare our puniſhment, and ſo ſatisfied Gods. juſtice in our roome, 
and is become The Lord owy righteouſueſſe. This is the one righte- 
ouſneſſe commended to us by the Goſpell. To this and this alone; 
we muſt cleave for the obtaining of remiſffion of finnes and life eter-! 
nall at the hands of God. . By merit of this are we pronounced juſt 
by. God at his heavenly - Tribunall, and in the judgement of oun! 
| owne Cconſciences, and hereafter ſhall be ſo pronounced openlyat the 
laſt day, to this S.Pasl cleaved. This the Goſpel! taught, for therein 
ts declared the righteouſneſſe of God from faith to faith. 

| Butthe Goſpell telleth of another righteouſnefle that is a compa- 
'nion of this, alwaicsat the ſame time and by the ſame meancsgiven 
that this is given, and it is a quality inherent in us and wrought in us | 
by the Spirit of God, and floweth immediately from our faith. The 
' Apoſtle S. Paul doth deſcribe 'it plainely, ſaying, that Wee muſt 
count our ſelves dead unto ſinne but alive unto God, and then ſaith, Wee 
mmſt not yeeld our members as weapons of unrighteouſneſſe unto ſinne, but | 
as _ of righteouſne(ſe to God, and ſaith, Wee ate become ſervants 
to righteouſneſſe, and that wee muſt yeeld our members ſervants untsrigh. | 
teouſne ſſe, and againe, muſt raigne by righteonſneſſe unto life eternall, 


— 


in us, by which weare madeable to firive and-indeavour, and defire 
;to keepe the Law, Aman till he be juſtified by faith and reconciled 
| to God, is eſtranged from the Lord and fromthe life of God and is 
| an enemy in his minde, and is dead in finnes, and loves finne and 
will not leave it, and out of a ſtiffe and ſtrong bent of will ro finne. | | 
cannot but ſerve ſinne, and will and reſolve to continue ſerying it in 
| one kinde or other, 
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Now 
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Now thisis alſo a righteouſneſle of the Goſpell,and ir differs from | 
chat of the Law in two things, r. In regard of the degree, ir is: ( 
imperfe& and defeRive, failing in many things, bur it is upright and | 
| fincere, allowes not its failings, bur with an upright defire itriverh 
ro perfetion, and is ſtill labouring againſt irs eidibone, | 
} 2, It differs from the righteouſnefle of the Law in uſe; for the | 
Law doth require this righteouſneſſe as an accompliſhment of the | 
Covenant of workes, to juftific us before God by the merit and 
worth of ir; but the Goſpell requireth this as an a@ of obedience | 
alone tro ſhew our thankfullnefle, and to proove us truly juſtified be- 
fore God, becauſe as it is ſaid, There is not a Law given which cenld Gil.z.21, 
give life, ſeeing that all have ſinned and com? ſhort of the glory of God, p.u,,..,, 
and whoſoever goes about to put this wy rage inro the uſe. 
of juſtifying him before God, I meane of artaining eternall life and 
remiſſion of finnes from God by verrue and worth of it, that man 
cannot but be damned, becauſe he cannot have the imputed righte. | 
ouſncfle and the inherent both for that purpoſe. If he truſt to Chciſts | | 
rightcouſncſſe he cannot truſt to his owne, if to his owne he cannot | 
truſt ro Chriſts, ſceing S. Paul oppoſeth them as things contrary, ' 
ſaying, not having mine owne but Chriſts, which were weakely ſpo- | phil.z.g. 
| ken, if a man could have both to the nſe of juſtifying :-yea he ſaith, 
He that will be juſtifi-d by the Law is fallen from grace, and Chrift s Gag. 
become of none effet# unto him; and by the Law he ſeckes to be juſtified 
thac ſecketh to be juſtified before God by doing this and by his owrie 
working. 

Now of a man that is thus righteons, there are three ſire,plaine | Thee. cgncs 
and evident fignes. 1. Hee defireth to know and doe all that | ofa 1ighceous 
God revealeth to him out of his Word. 7 have lifted up mine bands NY. 
unto thy teſtimonies which 1 have loved, and © that my heart were | p(\l., 36. 
dire'ied to keepe thy righteous judgements, then ſhall I not be confounded 
when I have = t0 all thy Cemmand:meits, 2. Hee confeſſeth and 
bewaileth before God his failings and errours, that breake forth in : 
him quite contrary to his purpoſe and defire. Againſt thee have 7 mg 
franed, and He that confeſſeth his ſinnes,&c, And if you turne to mee 1 | 2:1 
will rurne t0 you, for If wee ſay we bave no ſinne mee deceive our ſelves, | ug 
' But if wee confeſſe our ſinnes hee is faithfull, cc. 3. He reſteth wholy : 
. | upon the mercy of God in Chrift for pardon of his failings and ac- 
} cepration of his indeavours : Sofſairh Tohn, If any man finne, wee have | 1 1obn 21. 
an Advocate with God teſus Chriſt the righteous, and hee is the Propi- 
tiation for ſinnt, and Abraham bekeeved in God that juſtifieth the ungod- 1 
. S.Paul would havethe righteouſneſſe which is by the faith of Je- 

us Chriſt. 1 befeech yon lookethat you be ſo righteous men as Abel 
was, <lſe you ſhall never be ſaved. For even Balaaw ſaw, that onl 
the righreous ſhould be fayed, and therefore he wiſheth, Let mee djs | Numb.zz. 10, 
the death of the righteows aud let my laſt endbelike his. —_ 

Now we have the good of Abel, we fhould ſpeake of his evill; | tet mencio- 
\bur wee have none to ſpeake of: For the Holy Ghoſt hath not told | _— —_ 

us 


ture, and why? 
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3.His proſper) The good aretwo, firſt God had reſpe& unto his gifts. Secondly, | 


Y. 
1+ God had re» 
{pe& unto his 
gitts, 


3.Gaye witncs 


and teſtimony] the Lord did expreſſe the liking of Abel and his Sacrifice, but 


of his gifts, 


Pro. 5.8, 
Pſal.z1 TO 


Plal, 19.14. 


2 Cor.1.13. 


us of any evill that hee committed, not becauſe he had none, but 
becauſe his life was ſo ſhort, and withall ſo good, thar the Lord 
ſaw it not fit ro make mention of any, and ſurely though the Scrip- 
ture doe report the faults of other godly men, yet it ſeemes here to 
ſet forth Caine and Abel as the two ſeeds,the one of the Woman, 
the other of the Serpent, and therefore of the good ſeed mentions 
no faults, becauſe in him God ſaw none, that is, would not impute 
any. 

Now letus conſider thethings that befcll him, rx. Good, 2. Bad. 


God gave witneſle and teſtimony of his gitrs. | 

He had reſpe& unto them for the preſear, he gave teſtimony to them | 
both ar that time and alſo after by the pen of Moſes and by the tongue | 
of our Lord Jeſus,calling him righteous «Abel, | 


| - 
We cannot affirme any thing concerning the meancs by which 


that it was by ſome ſenſible and evident figne diſcoverable by Came 
as well as by himſclfe, Caines doggedneſſe ſtirred up by it doth 
clearely cvince. The Lord hath reſpeC unto his true hearted ſer-! 
vants, that worſhip him in truth and in faith, and are truely righteous, 
| he hath reſpe& unto themandto their Services ; he likes thcir perſons, 
| loves their workes. The prayer of the wpright i his delight, ſaith Salo. 
| mon, The righteous Lord loveth righteouſneſſe. God doth to his faith- 
full children ſooner or later evidently diſcover his approbation and 

king of them and their workes, as David prayeth, Accept they 
words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart, yea he doth make 
'knowne this his favourable acceptation, by which as it is in the 
'Pſalme, he accepts their burnt Sacrifices, that is, all their holy ſer- 
vices, he makes it knowne by the comfortable teſtimony of the Ho. 
ly Ghoſt, as Paul faith, This is my glorying, the teſtimony of my cen- 
| ſcience that in ſimplicity, &c. When Gods people walke in Gods 
waies, he cauſcth his Spirit to witneile with their ſpirits, and their 

ſpirits to witneſle to them, that themſelves and their waies pleaſe 
' God, by which their ſpirits are refreſhed and comforted againſt all 
the taunts and opprobries of ſinners and ſcoffers. And this is a ſuf- 
; ficient recompence to all our labours and tor all our ſufferings that 
| God —_ us. If hee accept us, what need wee care though 
'the world deride and ſcorne and hate us. O let thoſe that have 
' ſeene God thus vouchſafing to reſpe&t them, comfort themſelves 
'in that, yea I ſhall not necd to give them ſuch advice, this appre- 
| henfion of Gods gratious accepting us is athing ſo ſweete and delight- 
full, that the people of God which have enjoyed it, will preferre 

it before the approbation of all men. For whom he thus reſpedteth, 

them will hee likewiſe approve in the face of all the world, and 

therefore beare teſtimonie to their workes, even at the laſt day ; yea 

the light to which he that doth well delighteth to come, that will 

| make it knownethat his workes be wrought of God, 1ohn 3.1 ; 5 | 
ods 
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| the ſame away. The Lord would havethe firſt bloud that was ſpile, 
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Gods Spirit within, if Gods Word without doe teſtifie of your 
deeds ;. that they bee. wrought in God , how caſie a thing is 
it ro fleight and deſpiſe the falſe and fooliſh cenſures of whe 
'world ? Mr | 46 L.SD3 

Dot now come we to the evills that he ſufferedsfor Gods people 
muſt ſuffer evill for well-doing, his Brother hated him, laicdatraine 
for him, ſlew him. <Abel was the firſt Martyr, the firſt man that 
| died for grom_ —=— was o_ » Chih mf af Steven was 
Chriſts. Thoſe that will live godly in Chrift wuſt (« vp 5pm 4 
[Ch of whom,even of the deareſt friends they have in the fleſh, 
'and how farre evento the lying in waite. for their lives and. taking 


 ſpilc in his quarrell, in his holy quarrell, in ſtanding for rightcouſ- 
| neſſe ſake; that we which follow after might learne to ſtick cloſe 
to this cauſe, and not to feare to lay downe our lives for it. S; John 
irells us, no worder if the world hate us. The world is the number 
of unſanRified menin the world; theſe will hate ſuch as Abel the 
righreous, yea if Father be unrighteous. and Sonne righteous, Bro- 
ther righrcous and Brother unrighteous, Husband righteous and Wife 
unrightcous, the Father, Brother, Wife, will hate and malignethe 
childe, the Brother and the Husband. God hath pur enmity be- 
wit the ſecd of the Woman and of the Serpent; - good and bad 
are of two contrary natures, what the one loverii the other: hateth, 


and contrarily, this contraricty in diſpoſition will breed 1 
bo Rs Cafe 
p- 


in aff-Qion. Hee that is a Ce, a formall Hypocrite 

himſelfe with « bare outſide ſervice, will hate him that worſhi 
peth in ſpirit and intruth, They that are after the fleſh will perſecute_ 
them that arc after the ſpirit, and all that will live godly mutt ſuffer 
for it. Prevare your ſelves to meete with the ſame meaſure that 
Abel met withall z you had need of patience ſaith our Saviour. Be 
[not diſcouraged at the hatred and ill uſage of wicked: men, but have 
; reſpe& to the recompence of reward, looke to the end of your 
\faich, ſet the joy before your eyes and feare not any of theſe thi 

' that you may ſuffer. An over-tender ſpirit is not fit to be Chriſts 


Souldicr, if you will raigne with him you muſt be crucified with 


him. Arme, arme my Brethren, arme, you arc in the barrell, you 
muſt expe knocks, but be not diſmaicd, the viory ſhall be yours. 
God will fo ftabliſh you that you ſhall not be driven out of the 


; way of righteouſnefle, by any thing that Satan can do by the world: 


; and hee conquers that keepes cloſe to the waics of rightcouſneſſe 
; What ever he ſuffer. | | | 
Wee have done with <Abels life, wee bring him'to his death, at 


hand we can tell you. Here is a tragicall narration, the murdcrer 
a bad man and a Brother, the murdered a good: man anda Brother, 
and the quarrell goodneſſe, and the manner ſodaine- and unexpe-| 
Red and violent. Fleſh and bloud perhaps would finde A 

E | . 


; Whar age we. cannot ſhew you, but in what manner and by -whoſe| 
| 


Gal.4a29. 


His death, 


—_— 


38 'G E Ns The Example of CnAP4, 


t Cor.1t5-19. 


Col. 3.3,4- 


 _ _— — — 


God, why did not God prote& Abel when the world had fo few 
Inhabitanes 4 was it not pittic that one ſhould be taken our of it 
fo untimely and in ſuch a manner * and much more was it not! 

ittic thar the more godly and the more uſetull ſhould be ſo ſoone 
berek of life 2 Itis athing that a ſhallow wit is ready to impleade: 
God for. But God is ſuch arulecr that will order things according: 
to his owne perfect wiſedome. It ſhall be worſe in outward reſpects 
with the good then with the bad, the ſinner ſhall out-live the Saint, 


in: another world that is to come, that they may expeR a berter and 


and Aoxriſh in the world when the other is rotting in the grave, and 
why ſo? that God may tcach them hereby to looke for happinefſe 


induring ſubſtance. in Heaven. If in this life onely wee had hope, wee'® 


were of all men the moſt miſerable:but,We are dead with Chriſt and our © 


to laok beyond the world unto the future recompence. God were not| 


/Now concerning <Mbels death, confider we that it was violent and 
ſuddaine, whereby we muſt be} taught to walke alwaics ready for 


ſelves cannot forcſee in particular. Who knowes whenor where he 
ſhall die, how ſoone, and by what meancs he muſt leavethis world 
afore he be award. Labour therfoze to prepare for death every day,get 
faich; get repentance,getnew- obedience, get your ſinnes pardoned, 
and your ſclves ſanQihed, that if death come ſodainely, yer it may 


' not be ſodaine to you, becauſe yourhave made your ſelves ready for! 
| it, if we be thus fitted for death happie are wethough it come with- 
out giving warning, bur if we have not ſo fitted our ſelves, we ſhall 
be moſt miſerable though' our death be long and lingring, andcome; 
nat with any violence. | 
Yea we muſt learne to be thankefull to God for his goodneſle in| 

' proteing us againſt the rage of cvill men, that they be not able to! 
cut us off in the midſt of our daies, as they would doif God did permit 
us to fall into their hands. No good marthart liveth but ſome Care, 
or other would ſoene diſpatch-them our' of the world, and doe the; 
ſame thing for them that Came. here did for Abel, for the ſinner hateth 
the righteous and gnaſheth againſt him with his teeth, but the Lord will 
not give him into his hands. Iris a divine providence that maketh the 
y dwell in- ſafety in the midſt of their: enemies, and walke in a 
urndce and yet not be burned, and lie. in the den of Lions 


heh not be touched. by them. Now therefore ler 4bels example 

pm you'in minde to. be ready alwaies for death, and to. obſerve the 

| goqdneſſc of God: in ſaving.you:from the hands of finfall men and 

/ ſpitits;! that 'they' cannot: « and devoure as their malice and 
kT. + 


— ttt —SOW_p©pQo rr AS — 


might 


life ts hid with God in Chrift. When Chriſt ſhall appeare then [hall wee 
alſo appeare with himin glory. We muſt not therefore be offended at| 
the miſcrics which befall the godly in this life, but cauſe our mindes'F 


2 


juſt towards his people, if there were not another world where they | 
| ſhall have their portion,as the worldly minded have their portion in| 


death, and to looks for it in every by ſuch violent meancs asour i 
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might would cauſe them to doe, if God did not incompaſſe you 
with his favour as with a ſhield, 

We have done with bel,the nextto be ſpoken of are Carnes poſte- 
rity, of whom little is ſpoken, becauſe the Lord intended a very ſhort 
ſtory, Caine begat 4 Sonne and called his name Henoch, at the ſame time 
he was building a City and called it Henoch, The word fignificth to 
initiate , dedicate or teach, perhaps becauſe hee left the City 
to his Sonne to finiſh and to dedicate, himſclfe not being able to 
doe it, becauſe of his diſtempered conſcience which made him wan- 
der as a fugitive. 

This Sonne begat a Sonne alſo and called him 1ra4, the word 
(fignifieth (! thinke) a City of onethat ruleth, of the Hebrew words, 
| Gzir that fignifieth a City, and Rad that ſignifieth to beare rule, be- 
caulc belike he had finiſhed that Ciry, and hoped to leave it to his 
Somne to rule in it, 

And this 1rad begata Sonne and called him cArehwae! which fig- 
nific:h one that is deſtroyed or blotted our by the Lord God,perhaps 
becauſe God had laid ſore puniſhments upon them at that time,their 
fin increafing againſt him, 
| This <Mehwael begat Methuſacl,which fignificth, one that asketh 
after, or requeſted his death : it may be,becauſe then men 

were fo afflied that they grew 
weary of life. 
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O F 
LAME C H, &c. 


HE roote of Woman-kinde were Adm and 
Eve. The branches wete, 1. Bad, Caingand 
Caines poſterity. 2. Good. The firſt ſtocke, | 
Abel, the ſecond Caine and his poſterity. 

Ea Now the linage of Caine is ſet downe in the 

- ſixth generation, mentioning onely the eldeſt 
in adiret line, Adam had Caine, Caine Irad, 

F-- \ he Methniael, he Methuſael, he Lamech, Lamech 

| wa" * had two wives, one Adah, the other Zillah, 

| Adah had Tabal and Inbal, Zillah had Tabal Cain, and a daughter 
called Naamah, ſhee is the firſt woman named after Ewvab, perhaps, Neamab wh 
becauſe ſhee was a woman of great power and name in her time,for | 2 @kd, = 

' her name ſignifieth faire, or {weete, or pleaſagr, or beautifull, and | named after 

| ir ſeemes that in thoſe times beauty began to be much ſet by. Now | £ve,and why? 

for Lamech we muſt obſerve his faults, I meane of his behaviour,and | 

the benefits he enjoyed and the miſery that befell him. 
| His faults are, x. Hecorruptedthe ordinance of marriage by taking | ,,... z.e..1.. 
[two wives; God at firſt made but one man and one woman and jo -| His Polyga- 
,ned them rogether, and Adam ſaid, they ſhall be one fleſh, Ganits- rom 1 

ing thar hee conceived it to be the will. of God, that one woman, *"E 9% 5 | 

ſhould ſerve for one man, and addes, A man ſhall forſake Father and 

E 3 Mother 
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Luke 16.18. 


2 His revenge Now to polygamie he addeth a notorious revengefullneſſe, Ha- 


fullnefle, 


What it is to 
revenge. 


— —— ——— 


Mother and cleave to his wife, not wives. But this man would not 
fatisfic himſelfe with Gods appointment, his luſt (inall likelihood 
it was his luſt, for what other cauſe ſhould move him I1cannot con- 


monie. He dares adde a fecond wife and ſo bring into the world a 

imted whoredotmne, 2 guilded adultery, a pretended marriage, bur 
indeed a very breach of wedlock. For our Saviour Chriſt tellethus, 
that he which putteth away his wife and marricth another commits adul- 
tery, and if that be true as we muſt confeſle, for his authority ſake 
that ſpake it, when without all queſtion hee that keepeth his former 
wife ſtill and will needs take 2nother to her, is guilty too of commit- 
ring adultery; The reaſon is cleareand cannot be denied. For it it 
were not adultery to have more women then one at onetime, then 
the taking of another wife upon acauſeleſle divorce ſhould not de- 
ſerve thar odious title, and if it be ſo, poligamy muſt needs take the 
ſame titleto ir ſelfe. This was therefore a grievous audaciouſneſſcin 
this wicked man, that hee would leape over the poles as it were 
which God had' fixed. Thething was naught, and his doing it firſt 
before others made ir worſe in him, and made him guilty of their 
faults that after followed it upon his example. For indeed it was 
quickly takenup and praQiſed in the world, infomuch thar it conti- 
nued to- the time of Abraham, and was prattiſed alſo by him as a 
thing not reputed finfull. For when finne hath gotten yeeres and ex- 
amples upon its backe it doth many times ceaſe ro be counted what 
itis, and goes under the repute of alawfull thing, though it be in it 
ſelfe even ſomewhat evidently unlawtull ; becauſe partly the minde 
of man corrapted by the pleaſing or profitable cfteRs of it, is wil- 


ling not to thinke itfinne, and the judgement is cafily ſweyed by the 
Lk. 

| will, and partly becauſe the example of men doth worke too much 
| to draw unto evill, asan heavie thing is eafily caſt downeward. 


' ving married a couple of women, it ſeemes he found ſome diſtem- 
| pers inthem and therefore to calme and over-awe them alittle, hee 
falls to breath out revenge with violent threats, ſaying, that he would 
kill a man in his wound, or for his wound, hee meanes becauſe of 

wound received, and a young man for his hurt or bruiſe,he meanes becauſe 
of a bruiſe or ſtripe given him, yea he goes farther and adds,thar if 
' Caine ſhould be avenged ſeyen-fold then hee ſeventy times ſeven 
fold. If any man whoſocver he were ſhould hurt him, hee ſhould 
die for it, yea were he never ſo young and luſty a fellow that ſhould 


jeture) would not be contained within the bounds of Iawfull marri- | 


| 


' offer to ſmite him, it ſhould coſt him his life, and he would proceede 
[ko an higher degree of revenge, then that which God himſelfe had 
appointed to Caires murderer, wiz. heewould be revenged ſeventy 
rimes ſeven times more, that maketh in all almoſt five hundred times | 
as much more, here is paſſion and pride in all extremity. To re- 
venge is to render evill for evill, to revenge a thing ſeven times is to! 
/infli athing ſeven times more grievous upon a wrong doer then wm 
whic 
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[fo farre in puniſhing though he were a lawfull Magiſtrate, puniſhing | 


! cewed himſcltc to be more excellent than Caine- 400 times, far ac- 


Fyentions mentioned in the Text. But yet he is not left quite unpu- 


hairs of what he would doe, for ſuch kinde of threars be but boa- | *<*fon of his 
| uncomfortable, ſo that hee was faine to ſee if hee could make the 


| that we may be drawne to repentance which he was never fohappyas 


an evill 490 umes more heavie then that received. The Lord of 
Heaven hath cauſe, becauſe hee hath*authority, to inlarge his 1 
niſhing juitice, and to execute a threat of ſeven times reve be. 
canſe f:<r ſuch athreat ro commit the fault makes it ſeven degrees 
more faulty, as being an audacious deſpifing of his anger, and ave- 
ry ſetting his threats at naught, but for any man to exccede meaſure 


the malcefactor at the complaint and inſtance of the wronged perſon, | 
it were a great offence, Hpw much more then for a private man ſs 
farre to <xccede all degrees in reſpe& of a wrong done to himſfelfe, | 
Sure he thar threatens to be revenged 400 times more then Caime,con- 


cording tothe meaſure of the parties worth that was wronged, muſt | 
the revenge be increaſed. O how proud a man was hee ! that 
durſt ſo farre preferre himſeclfe above his great grand- fathers Father, | 
for {o was Caine, who being then alive and departed from under the 
governement of Adam, was now the King of all the ſonnes that | 
deſcended from him, during his life, and the Priclt too, for King- | 
domes and Prieſt-hoods in thoſe firſt times went to the eldeſt of the | 
family by ſucceſſion. Theſe were chiefe Rulers in matters civill | 
and religious. He was therefore a very haughty minded man, and 
a very paſſonate angry man, and ſo a very revengefull man which | 
ſpringeth from pride and and paſſion. | 
Theſe be his faults,yert ſeehow good and paticntthe Lord ſhewes 
himſelfe unto ſuch a wxretch, for hee had two ſonnes by one wife, | nis beneves, 
and aſonne and daughter by the other, 'God gave him the fruit of | be hadchil 
marriage, though he were the firſt that ſo ſhamefully abuſed mar- | 
riage, for God doth not inſtantly ftretch forth a puniſhing arme a- 
eainſt an offender, and theſe ſonnes of his too were very ative and 
profitable men, of good parts and account, as appeares by their in- 


_ _ 
niſhed, for his life was unquiet, as appearerh by his threatning and —_ lan 5 


ings of the furure time. Ir is notto be doubred of bur that his two | "'* 
wives, what by the brawles which would fall out berwixt them and 
eheir children, and what by the tirres that they would make with | 
him, cachto have himtake her part againſt the other, made his life 


matter alittle better by big and violent words,to keepe them in awe 
by feare whom duty could not order. Now this is Lamech. 

Ler us make fome uſe of his Example, even to blame our ſelves | The uſes of 
for having committed, if wee have committed the like finnes to his, | all: 


to performe. 
Secondly, toarme our ſelves againſt thoſe ſinnes, and to abound 


UMI 


" the contrary vertues, for ſo it is our duty, as Bees doe honey 0 


E A | 
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of weeds, to gather good our of bad Ex1mples. Come hither then | 
| and let mee examine you in Gods name. Is there not any amongſt 
| you thir hath violared marriage worſe then Lamech. He did finne 
by taking two wives. The Lawes would puniſh you for following | 
him in that, and would not ſuffer you to keepe two women underthe | 
name of wives, have not you therefore falne to flat and downe-right 
adultery. If fo, repent of this enormity ; The Lord will not ſuffer | 
the tranſgreſſors of his Covenant to beare it free if repentance doe | 
not ſtay his hand. | 
Yea have not ſome of you beene Lamechs in making the firſt breach 
into a ſinne; Inventers of evill things, S. Paul cals them which arc 
the firſt which doe them, that runne into them not induced by any tor- 
mer examples, bur carried by their owne dprruptions, and ſo by go- 
ing over the hedge,induce others to follow thiemyz. ſuch finners be the 
more grievous before God by how much they fhew a more impudene 
diſpoſition, that dareleade the way to wickednefle, and make them- 
ſelves capraines and ring-leaders to fo vile and miichievous a thing, 
and ſuch ſinnes doe call for alarger meaſure of ſorrow and humilia- | 
tion, | 
Apaine, have none of you beene paſſionate, angry, and full of, 
threats, working in proud wrath as Salomon calls it, and as here, you | 
may ſce wicked Lamech doing with an angry voice, and a counte- | 
[nance ſutable thereto. You may be ſure he calls upon his wives to | 
leave their brawling and let him ſpeake, and then bluſters out theſe 
words,that he would kill the man whoſoever ſhould wrong him. Are 
[not there ſome men among you ſo mad and furious, thatthey threaten 
\ bloud and death to any that ſhall wrong them. O this wrathfull and 
angry roaring as I may call it, is aſigne of much folly and pride, and 
therefore doe not pleaſe your ſclyes in it, asthey doe moſt rimesthat 
are giventoit, bur abhorre it, and judge your ſclves for it, and hum. |. 
bly acknowledge to God,that you have deſerved his wrath for ſhew- 
ing your owne wrath ſo immoderately. And laſtly conſider, have you 
not beenerevengefull men? that would take no wrong but returne 
| death and ſlaughter for a ſtroke, a wound, and ſeven yea twenty, and 
if you were able an hundred blowes for one, yea death for a word |: 
ſpeaking, and agreatevill for alittle. 
Brethren, revenge is a fearefull ſinne z there are two waies of re- 
| venge, ſome doe compaſle it by maine ſtrength, preſently and openly 


if one wrong them, they raile or ſtrike and lay about them, as it were | 


' an angry Dog or Beare or other Beaſt, others be more till in their | 


revenge, they lay itup in ſtore and ſetit on the ſcore till a fir oppor- | 
' eunity come, and then they pay him home with the like and more thar 

| hath wronged them, both theſe revenges be naught, and it is hard to | 
| ſay whether is the worſe of the twaine : the one hath more craft,the | 
other more furic, both ſhew an heart deſtitute of all meckeneſle and | 
charity and faith. If you have found your ſelves ſo difpoſed, untill | 
| you repent you ſhall be ſure to finde God as bitter againſt you. - | 
- WIL < 
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wilt bereycnged ofthe revengefull. He will be an enemy to him that 

will fightand keepe a ſtirre if he be touched or wounded, Doe not 
count it yalour to give ſtroke for ſtroke or wound for wound,or blow 

for blow, it is an helliſh valour, ic isnot man-hood, it is dog-hood, 

or I may terme it beare-hood, it is brutiſh, ſo will a Lion or a bruit 

creature. It is not courage bur outrage, it is not fortitude bunt meere | 

furic. And yet alas where ſhall you finde breaſts that doc nor beare 


© [the ſtampe of Lawechs words withinthem, that perhaps be not come | 


tofuch an high degree as he was to revenge 4.90 times, but are come 
rothat, that they reſolye and purpoſe, if a man wound them,they will | 
wound him againe if they can, if any man ſtrike, they will doe the 


i hou they canto ſtrike him againe. Beloved, hee in whom this finne | 


raigneth, is a wicked man though it be not of ſo high agrowth in | 
him as it was in this wretch. He that holdeth this purpoſe, I will | 
requite blow with blgywy wrong with wrong, he is not atruc Chri- | 
ſtian, for he doth not overcome evill with good, but is overcome | 
with evill. He is a man that lives allowedly in a finne as bad in! 
Gods account as theft or whoredome. Revenge in Gods account is | 
a finneas foule and fouler then Juſt or injuſtice, I beſeech you ex- | 
amine your ſclyes, and if you have found your ſelves carricd away | 
with revenge, and reſolve to beſo till, rake notice that you be too | 
liketo Zamech to be the children of God, Our Saviour commands us .. 12.12, 
if our neighbour offend to forgive himtill ſeventy times ſeven times, | 
I rthinke alluding to this very ſpeech of this here in the Texr,and in- 
tending to teach you tolabour to abound in patience, meekeneſſe, and 
forbearance, as much as he abounded in proud revengefullneſſe. | 

If any ſay, why then 1 ſhall cxpoſe my ſclfe to all manner of 
wrongs. | 

"7 firſt, if oneſhould doe ſo, better ſuffer all manner of iri- 
jurtes from man, then to have God enter 'into judgement with him 
for all his finnes. 

Secondly,I anſwer, that God hath the rule of things, and as the 
ſheepe muſt dwell in ep not by their owne ſturdineſſe,but by the | 
care and diligenceof the Shepheard, ſo muſt Gods people enjoy free- 
deme from wrongs not by their owne violence but by his proteQion 
and wiſedome, | 

And laſtly, I ſay if the wrongs be notorious and ſuch as it 
is not firto ſuffer, God hath put the ſword of revenge into the Ma- 
| giſtrates hands, and ſo farre as the heart is not imbittered with ma- 
ice, but ſceketh alone his owne defence and ſafety without trium- 
phing inthe ſmart of an enemy, it is very lawfull to ſceke him for 
reſcue. 

So have wedone with Lamech, we goc on to his three ſonnes thax | £2=ecbs enviee 


ſonnes inven- 


ou profitable perſons and inventers of good arts, atthe leaſt per- | ters of arr. 
ecers. 

The one perfected that part of husbandry which confiſts in fee- 
ding cattell and making tents to ſhelter both the Shephcards and the 
CS 1ccpc 
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| ſheepe, that with thoſe moveable habirations they might be able | 

ro drive their cattcll from place to place for the beſt paſture. It is 
likely that before his time they were faine to be content with the 
ſhade of the trees, or with ſome cave under ground, ot a few turfes 
, put upon ſome ſticks of woed which they had made a ſhift to get in- 
to the ground or ſome ſuch like. But he conſidering better of the 
matter, invented the way of making linnen cloath and ſo with fitting 
that upon poles with peggs and ſtakes ro _— great ſtormes and hear, | 
yea by this meanes they could cartie their houſes with them whither 
{oever they had occaſion to travell for paſture ſake, andrthis kinde of 
flecting life, dwelling in tents and following catrell continued to| 
Abrahams time and long after, yeair was the commandement of 
Jer.z 5, Ionadab to the Rechabites that they ſhould alwaies liveſo. Thisthere- 
fore was acommodious and benceficiall invention,and itis for hispraiſe 
that firſt deviſedit, much is owing him by thoſe that comming after 
have enjoyed the benefit of his devices. 

Inbal the next Sonne of Lamech, he was a tnan not given ſo much to 
toileſome profit as to merriment and ſport, he was a lover of muſicke, 
and he perfeed the art of making Organes,and you muft underſtand, 
playing upon them too, for to what 7 -rpoſe would hee finde them! 
out but to play on? This is alawfull invention and good and com- 
fortable. Cheercfullneſſe and Mirth ſothat it be moderate and well 
guided for the circumſtanees, is a lawfull thing, whether Muſicke by 
voice or inſtrument, whether winde inftruments or other hand inſtru- 
ments, It is avery good and lawfull thing to ſolace ones ſelfe with 
muſicke, and a warrantable recreation, ſo that it be not abuſed, and 
__ that firſt found it out is to be counted a benefaftor to man- 

&. 

But the laſt named, he was the moſt profitable inventer, he that 
[found ontthe art of iron worke, he was ancxcellent Smith. This was 
| Twbal Caine, thought to be the ſame thatthe Heathens called Yulcaye. 
' Smiths are a neceſlary calling. Their art is helpefull to all other Sci- 
ences both for peace and warre, tothem belongerh the making of all 
'the neceſlarieſt inſtruments of husbandry, of all ſort of tooles for 
other trades and of armes alſo for the Souldier. No part of mans 
life can be withour iron worke. A knife, a key, an hatchet,a forke, 
| aſaw, a matrock, aſythe, a raking hooke, a chezill, a ſword, a ſpeare, 
a ſhield, an helmet, who can reckon up the things that Smiths do 
' make for mans uſe. This was therefore an exceeding fruitfull inven- 
tion, ſo much the more to be commended by how much it is more 
| weariſomeand laborious, for it is you know a ſtrong labour in ſome 
| things and acurious in other things, and much of it is much annoyed! 
| with heate about the fire. And thus hath God ſtored the world with 

| needfull arts, by meanes of Zamechs ſonnes that were it ſeemeth un-| 

ſarified men. | 

Theuſesofall., We mu} make ſome uſe of all this, firſt, to be thankefull unto 
| God that hath imparted to ſome men ſuch good wits and underſtan- | 


dings 
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dings that they were able to finde out and perfeRt thoſe ſeverall Sci- 
ences and Callings, for how toyleſome and uncomfortable would our | 
lives be if we did not enjoy theſe helpes and comforts. Even this 

| 


naturall abiliry is from God and deſerveth thankes from us: . & 

Againe, men muſt ſet themſelves to be profitable to the wotld;by 
| cither inventing or adding to the inventions of others in any kinde. Ir 

is good to doc ſomething for which the world may be the better, | 

| and not tocome into the world meercly as rats and mice onely tode- 
| voure victuals and to runne ſqueaking up arid downe. Be you fol- 
lowers of ſuch, if you cannot invent and perfeR an art, yer learne 
and follow ſome that is already invented. Theſe men were not 
 idlesbeds, doe naughtsz O be you as good at leaſt as theſe ſonnes | 
of Lamech, onely labour ro be ſo moderate in fellowing and uſing | 
all theſe earthly things, that you be nor carthly minded yhereby, bo | 
may become carecfull of things that pertaine tothe ſoule and to ano-| 
ther life, as well as of thoſe that belong to this preſent life and to 
this body of clay. It is good to uſe the world bur not to love it, to 


?] ſet our hands on worke about the _ of it, but not to ſct our | 
) hearts upon ir. This is a baiting place and not a place of habitation, 
” we make a journey through this world, we donot dwell.in the world. | k 


f O let our mindes and defires and-wiſhes be in Heaven, and let us 

doe thoſe outward things with reference unto Heaven, that by pro- 
y firing. men and ſerving God in a calling, we may'mdke'our wky'eo 
h Heaven the eafier, and our wages there the greater; -And fo: much 
| | for the linage of Caine. 1044) ns 


d , Now we come to another —_—— of Adam. Ie is not 't6 by 
| | thought thar he remained childleſſe till the birth of Seth,or thar God 
would ſmite him in that newneſſe of the world with ſo long a bars 


renneſfe, or that he ſo long forbare ſociety with Zw4h., As 'it is | 
| | ſaid, that he lived a» hundred and thirty yeeres and begat Seth, ſo it | __ 
is ſaid, hee lied long aftcr and bezat ſonnes and daughters ; there- = 
fore it is likely alſo, rhat in that hundred and thirty: yecres 

| he begat ſonnes and daughters,but becauſe the Lord intended to draw 


or | ourthe linage of Chriſt, therefore helers all the reſt goo and faſtens 
on alone upon Seth, of whom the promiſed ſeed was to come ina dire 


line : Of Seth then we muſt ſpeake. His Birth gladded- Ew4h and |... 1. c 
= | Adam too no doubt, becauſe they underſtood by revelation from | ofhim. 

*|ÞÞ | God, that he ſhould be a godly man. Therefore-hee is called 8e14; 
bas: thatis,he hath appointed, becauſe ſaith Fwah, God hath appointed mee 
or | another ſeed inſtead of Abel: whom Caine ſlew. Loe it is an hundred | Geaqary. | 

and thirry yeares after and yet ſhee 'hath not forgotten rhe murderof 
"|| |<". Theinfamy of a finne will cleave long tv a mans name, ''and 
"mn" |thegriefe of acrofſe if irbea ſtinging croſſe indecd:/asthis was, will 
lielong upon the ſoule. Bur why faith ſhee a ſcede inftead of 'v Lbek; 
{it may be it was, becauſe ſhee ſaw linke/picty and goodneſſiFin the 


4 


Lan. other ſonnes and daughters:  tione of them was like 2bf ir} ello 
ings tn godlineſſe. Bur-for Sech ſhee underſtood that'God would": kim | | 
| 
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, muſt {ct themſelves to follow the waics of vertue, thattheir aged Pa- 


Cu ap 4 
him as good a man 25 <Abet, and therefore ſhee rejoyceth in him, 
for\a good Parent is little gladded in children, if they proove not 


pious and gedly children, Gods children as well as his or hers; | 
wherefore thoſe childrenthat would glad the hearts of their Parents, 


rents may have joy in them. 
Wow of Seth nothing is ſaid, but that he begat a Sonne art an hun- 
dred and five ycares old, as the next Chapter ſhewes; calling him - 
Enoſb, that is, ſorrow 6r griefe, becauſe of the many griefes and 
ſorrowes to which men are ſubjeR in this life. Well may man have 
the name of ſorry given to him, ſo full of miſeries is he as 7obſpake 
long after. Onely itis added, that in Seths dairs men began to callon 
the name of the Loxd. It may be rendred (ſome thinke) the narze of 
God was prophaned in calling on, that is, men grew then very pro- 
| phane in acarelefſe abuſing Gods publike Service and Worthip.. 
Others thus, thenwr was begwn to call on the name of the Lord, that is, 
men began more publikely and rebgiouſly and ow to call onthe: 
name of God, to profeſle true piety more carefully in publike aſſem- 
blies.. It notes inthe former ſence a growing worſe of. the times, in 
the latter a growing better. I am in doubt whether ſence to faſten 
| upon, Ithinke rather of the twaine it is a taxing of the publike pro-/ 
fanation of God in abuſing his worſhip, becauſe it followes imme. 
—_— upon the giving of the name Ezoſh, ſorrowfull, miſcrable, 
mortall man, as arcaſon of that name, why did his Father call him 


ſo, becauſe Gods name then began to be prophaned in calling upon, 
' men grew more and more careleſſe and remiſſe in Gods ſervice, and | 
| did it in ſo bad and negligent and indevour a faſhion, as it was rather 
'a profaning then a worſhipping or honouring of his name. And this 
\ſeemeth the ratherto be the meaning, becauſe there is little reaſon 
to thinke thar 1dam and Seth did not long before this apply them- 
ſelves tothe carcfull worſhipping of God in their aſſemblies, and to 
take all good meancs to ſave themſclves from the corruprion of the 
: Kaynites. Or it may be rendered, they it was begun t0 call by the 
; 2a of Lord, thatis, men beganthen to have that name giventhem 
of the ſons of God,and this I like beſt of all the three, becauſe in the 
| beginining of the ſixt Chapter (which continues the ſtory, and- the | 
| fift Chapter is but a digreſſion pur in to ſhew the age of the world at 
the flaud) it is ſaid, the ſonnes of God ſaw the daughters of the ſonncs 
of wen, Wheteby itis apparent, that to the men that profeſſed true 
| teligion with Aden and Seth the: name. of the ſonnes of God was 
| given,: and tothe reſt the name of the ſonnes of men. The profeſſors 
| of-thetrue religion were called ſonnes of God, that did worſhip the 
| tie God: after-the- manner that God taught by «Adam, The other: 
were.called ſonnes of men, thar gave themſelves over to worldlineſle, 
and :viniry;; .and prophanenefle;; for my. part I ſuppoſe that before 
the flbud there was/no-Tdolatry; becauſe - the Holy Ghoſt would 
| not -haye omitted cheiraxing of that finne- as well as thoſe ic doth 
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eax2if it had beene then uſed in the world. Bur let ustake the words 
ro mean®, then it was begun to call on the name of the Lord, and then 
ir ſhall be added as a commendation of Seth, that in his daics religion 
began to flouriſh more then ever before, by his diligence joyning 
with his Father CAdam, much more reſpeR was had to picty, and 
greater numbers of men imbraced the profeſſion of picty. And this 
ought to be the carc of every good man to further the progreſſe of 
true religion,and to cauſe the name of God to be faithfully called up- 
on of many. 

| Now of the 'reſt of TAHdems ſeed there isa Catalogue made inthe 
fifth Chapter of all the ancient Fathers, from the firſt man TAHdew 
to Noah, in whoſe daies the floud fell out, by which ir' appeares of 
what ſtanding the world was, when it was growne ſo corrupt, that 
the Lordcould no longer endure the manners of it. And inthis Ca- 
talogue the Holy Ghoſt takes this order ; 1. He ſhewes of whar age 
| every one was when he begart his gldeſt ſonne. How many yeares he 
lived after rhe birth of that ſonne. 3. Howold he was when he died, 
The number of the perſons arc inall ten, Adam, Seth, Enoch,Cainan, 
cAlahalaleel, Tared, Enoch, Methuſelah, Lamech, and Noah. Adamara 
hundred and thirty yeares begat Seth, and after lived cight hundred 
yeares and had more children in that time, and died aged |ninc hun- 
dred and thirty yeares. _Adem was in truththe cldeſt man all things 
conſidered, for though 'Methwſelah our-lived him thirty nine yeares 
(for he was nine hundred fixry nine ;' and Adam bur nine hun- 
dred andthirty) yet Methuſtlah was borne an infant, Adew was made 


thirty nine yeares, for no queſtiori:they would give their mindes to 
marriage in that newneſle of rhe world, paucity of men, and plenty of 
ground ſo ſoone as they were fit for it. So Aders perfett cſtare at 
the firſt countervailed the living of forry yeares and more. Seth he li- 
ved a hundred and five yeares and begat Enes,- and living cight hun- 
| dred and ſeven yeares begat divers more children, and ended his 
daies at nine hundred and two. Enos lived ninety yearcs and begat 
| Cainan, &c. as you may reade inthe ftory., Nothing is mentioned 
of any one but the length of his life, the time when hee had his firſt 
ſonne, and that hee had more ſonnes. Onely of Henech it is noted 
that he walked with God, that is, lived ameſt holy life and thathe 
dicd not at all, but was tranſlated after hee had lived three hundred 
| fixty five yeares. The Lord ſhorned the daies of his pilgrimage, and 
| rewarded his fingular picty with taking him up to Heaven, ſoule and 
| body immediately without dying. He was changed without any ſc- 
; parating of his ſpirit from his body, and in him we have anexamplc 
what ſhould have beene the courſe that God would hayceaken withall 

men it man had continued in the ſtate of innocency, wiz. he ſhould 
not have died, ſoule and body ſhould never have departed one from 
the other, but afrer aman had proceeded ingodlineſſe, till hee had 

gotten (o large a meaſure af ir, as inthis life hee could (forth 
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aperfe@ man the firſt day, andinthoſe times man was but a child at | 
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| | ted to any otherthat we read. Labourtherfore to hold faſt in your ſoules 
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Adam were perfeR habitually yer not afually, Tmeane though hee 
had an ability ro attaine perfet knowledge of God andthe creatures, 
yet hee had not yet aftually gotten all ſuch knowledge as hee was 
ro. get both of God and of the creatures) then ſhould he have beene 
tranſlated into Heaven to ſee God immediately andro know him bet. 
ter then in this life he could be knowne. Sinne entring cauſed death, 
had notthat come in we ſhould have gone to Heaven without death 
as this Henoch did. | 

Now out of all theſe things written concerning theſe Ancients the 
direct parents of our Lord, wee gather this, that death is common 
toall,; and how long ſocyer a man lives at laſt hee muſt leave the 
world, and therefore we learne twothings principally. 

Firſt, to prepare for death, that whenſocver it befalleth wee may 
change for the better not for the worſe, and this preparation for dcath 
muſt be not alone alittle before it comes, or at the houre of its ap. 
proach,bur in the whole courſe of our life by beginning early to re. 
pent and continuing daily ro turne and renew our repentance, that ſo 
we may getan allurance of our being taken from carthro Heaven : for 
he that begins: unfaignedly to turne to God and ſo continues,hee ſhall 
ſurely be ſaved, and for the moſt partſhall obtaine before his departure 
hence an aſſured apprehenſion of his ſalvation. Therefore hee muſt 
(as Henoch did) walke with God in a continuall care of obeying 
him, and labouring to. hold faſt a conſtant perſwafion of his favour 
and love tohim in'his Sonne, for it is teſtified of Zxoch, that he plea- 
ſed God; fo that what in Gereſps is called a walking with God, that 
S.Pawl calls pleaſing of.God,and alſothar by faich he was tranſlated that 
he ſhould not ſee death;even by his beleeving and reſting upon Gods 
mercy2for ſo it is ſaid, he belecved that God was and was a 7ewarder of 
them that diligently ſeeke him,which finding himſclfe to do, he reſolved 
that God would reward him :.So muſt each of us walke with God,con- 
ſtantly reſolve and indeavour to pleaſe God in all things, and retaine 
in our ſelves an aſſured peaſwaſton,that God will graciouſly accepr and 
reward us in Chriſt, withgiving us life cternall and cauſing us never to 
ſee the ſecond death : though we muſt not be freed from the firſt, for 
that was the ſpeciall priviledge of Z#och and Eliah,and was never gran. 


afirme perſwafion of Gods love to you in Chriſt, and withall a firme 
purpoſe of pleaſing him inall things. Letfincere truth of obedience be 
joyned with a firme perſwaſion of Gods love, and the firme periwaſion 
of Gods lave be joyned with a fincere indeavour of obedience, then 
death ſhall never come amiſle,then you are alwaics ready for it, So D4- 
vid faith; 1heve hoped in thy ſalvation and done thy Commandements, So 
thenif we would be ready for God we muſt doe two things, Turne to 
bim -and 'walke with him. Toturneis to begin to walke with God, to 
walke with God is to continuetoturneto him.O yethat have not begun 
to turne doe it to day, turne now, call to mind your former evill 


waics' to judge your ſelves for them, to lament them, to ehy 4 
WKY God! 
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God in Chriſt forgiveneſſe of them and power againſt them, . and 
labourto reſt your ſclves upon his goodneſſe in Chriſt for pardon and 
'helpe, and ſo have you mace your peace, then keepe your peace 
'by aconltant indeayour to pleaſe God in holineſſe of life, and a con- 
tant renewing of your aſſured perſwaſion of his love. O happy man 
he thar can ſo fic himſclfe for his latter end. Brethren let the mention 
| of the deaths of ſo many aged perſons, make you carefull to prepare 
for dearhz you that be young doeit, becauſe death rakes away young 
| menas well asold, and youthart be old docit,becauſe you may meete 
with it very ſuddeniy,and muſt needs mecte with it aforcit be long, 

Againe, you ſeetheſe long-liv'd men here, wreſtling with the cor- 
ruptions of the world and their owne, ſome a longertime and ſome a 
ſhorter,burall in compariſon of our ſelves a great while. The longeſt 
lived man for number of daycs was cAMethuſelah who lived nine 
hundred fixty nine yeares, bur for perfection of life Adm, who li- 
ved aperfet man nine hundred and thirty yeares. The ſhorteſt lived 
of allthe Patriarkes was Noahs Father, eMethuſelahs Sonne, Lamech, 
[for he lived ſeven hundred ſeventy and ſeven yeares, and died the 
yeere before the floud, alittle before his Father Merhuſelah, who li- 
vedtill that very yearethatthe floud came anddrowned all, and was 
taken away thathe might not ſcethe floud. 

Now why did God lengthen out the daics of the Patriarkes 2 

I anſwer, chicfely ro maintaine the knowledge of God and true re- 
ligion inthe world, that by the long life of one godly man, the truth 
which then was not put in writing, but by word of mouth dclivered 
from man to man might be kept more pure and undefiled. Adamlived 
till Methuſelah was two hundred forty and three yeares old. Merhuſe- 
lah livedtill Sem the Sonne of Noah was one hundred yeares lacking 
two; ſo that Sem talked with him that had talked with Adam, who 
could acquaint him with all things concerning thecreatures,the fall and 
chepromiſcd ſeed out of his certaine knowledge and experience, he 
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: lab could tell itto Sem, and Sem: lived to ſee I/aac borne and a 
| Farher. Sothat 1ſaac might ſpeake mouth to mouth with 
him thar had ſpoken with him that had ſpoken 
with Adamrthe firſt man that cver was. 
Was not this a notable con- 
| firmation of his 
| Faith, >< 


{| 
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| had beene made of nothing, he had ſeene all perteRions, and Methuſe- | 
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THE FIFTH 
EXAMPLE. 
O F 

The Old World. 


Y £57, Ec have propounded particular Examplcs unto, 
I you hitherto,as alſo the Scripturcs have done. 
Now following them, wee muſt fct betore' 
your eyes the Examples of an whole multi- | 
tude, even of in whole World, full of men 
>” and women, that gave themſelves to worke 

) wickedneſle before the Lord. Tris called in 
vg Scripture, the old World, and the world of un-. 
godly. In the ſpace of a 1656, yeares che | 
generation of mankind was growne to that height and exorbirancie| 
' of wickedneſſe, that the patience of God could no longer cared 
them. | 
Now concerning this Old World we will ſhew you threethings. 

| I, Their ſinnes. 2. The goodneſſe of God to them notwithſtan-) 
| ding their ſfinnes. 3. The ſevere puniſhment that fel] upon them at the| 
| laſt, andſo will make uſe of all. | 


3 Pet. 245, 


| and more particularly. In generall, the ſinne of mas is ſaid to be great, 
and that every imagination of the thought of his heart was evill and one- 
ly evill and that continually, Secondly, itis ſaid, that all fleſh bad cor- Veal: 11, 
| F 3 rupted 


Gen.6.g, 


The finnes of 
: : . | | thc old world. 
| Fiſt, fortheir ſinnes, the Holy Ghoſt ſets them out in generall,' 1. 1n general, 
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rupted his way npon the earth. So their naughtinefle was remarkeable 
in theſe rwo reipects, it was exceeding hainous and grievous inthar 
they commirted grear and fowle finnes, in great abundance with grear 
wilfulſneſſe, and gave themſelves to add finne to finne, doing no- 
They all were) thing bur plodding and contriving wickednefle, and then all men 
given over to, gave themſelves over tothe ſame bad courſe; you could not finde a 
Coming, xcep'| man that made ſcarce athew of goodnefle out of Noahs houſe. When 
houſe, © | all conſentrogether to ſell over themſelves ro worke iniquity, and 
grow paſt ſhame or feare, running into moſt grievous and notorious 
ſinnes with greedinefle and wilfullnefle, this is very offenſive ro Al- 
mighty God, and will certainely provoke his wrath to bring upon 
them ſome fearefull and heavie puniſhments. 

| | Divers reaſons may be thought of that cauſed this exceeding great 
Why ſine was growth of ſinne im thoſe times. x. The Jong life of men, for let an 
ſo great then.) unſanRified mary continue long,and he will grow more and more fin- 
tall the longes he continues. Sinne by frequent exerciſe growes more 
| and more violent and head-ſtrong. So living agreat {pace of trimethey 
grew aboye meaſure naught. 

2. They had firong and able bodies together with health and ability 
tro enjoy the things of this life. 

3- They had great peace in regard they all lived under apaternall 
governement, the agedſt inthe family ſtill being acknowledged the 
governour of the family, and rhey had all one langaage and 1{o no 
grear.cauſe of controverſie, and one religion too, it 1s like,ſeeing the 
Patriarkes lived ſo long, that they were immediately taughr of God,? 
| ſaverhatthey degenerated to prophaneneſſe and the molt became of 
no religion, and ſodid not warre with the contrary little partie, un- 
| leſſeit were with jeſts,ſcoffes and contumelies. Long life,grear ſtrengrh, 
| great peace begat great wickedneſle. 
3.1n particular, But more particularly the Lord takes notice here of their 1. Un- 
lawfull and carnall marriages, 2. Of their violence and opprefſion. 
Mz.24-3735 And our Saviour tclleth 6f their great world!incile, rhat did fell 
' overthemſelves to remporall dealings, and carcd nothing for better 
things; and S.Peter tells of their obſtinacy in finning, and their not 
x Per.g.z0, |belecving nor regarding, they were d:ſobedient whileſt the long ſuffe- 
ring of God waited in the daies of Noah. Yea our Saviour telleth of 
their notable unbelcefe, that did not give any credit to Gods threats, 
nor knew of the floud till the waters came and drowned them. All 
Noahs preaching prevailed not ro make them take notice of the 
| jadgementthar hanged over their heads. | 
Gods mercy | The mercy of God towards them appearcth, in that he gavethem 
to them, |! alarge warning, a hundred and twenty yeares to repent, in which his! 
| Spirit conrinued to ſtrive with their wickedneſſe... God taketh ro him- 
ſelfe the fimilitude of aman, who being greatly diſpleafed wich the 
ill carriage of his Inferiours, is faine to firive with himſclfe ro keepe 
| downe his anger,thar it raiſe not np ic ſelfe againſt them in exceſle and 
| over-ſuddenly. The ſtriving of Gods Spirit is a patient continuing 
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to uſe the meanes of reclaiming ſinners, to ſee if it be poflible to| 
winne them, Gods bounty taketh paines as it were to breake _ 
finfull heart. So God reſolved to continue ſtriving bur fora hundred | 
and twenty yeares, and all that while he determined to continue this | 
courſe of gentlenefle, and withall hee uſed in that time the miniſtery | 
of Noah, who was therefore called a Miniſter and Preacher of righ- | 
teoulſnclle by S. Peter, that he might reducethem to ſome repentance | * F*-*-5. 
and amendment z rherefore is it ſaid, The long- ſuffering of God waited | 1 vcr-3,29, 
in Noahs dates, and in all this ſpace they had great outward mer- | 

cies. Yea there were men of grear ſtature borne which prooved alſo 

men of great renowne for wealth, riches, honours and outwardemi- 

nencies, ſo that they felt no manner of puniſhment almoſt in earth- | 

ly things, but were reſerved to that great and heavie puniſhment | 

which waited for them ar laſt, even to the deluge or floud of 

waters. 

God made all the great deepes to breake up, and the ſprings to Their punift 
over-flow, ſo that the waters guſhed up from rhe ground, and then <** 
opened the windowes of Heaven, and cauſed all the waters from 
above to fall downe, till at length the raine cantinuing tor the 
ſpace of forty daies, and the waters finding fo violent an {hc Deluze. 
iſſue upwards, the whole carth and all the higheſt ' mountaines : 
were covered with water fifrecne cubits, that is, acubic being coun- | 
ted for halfe a yard, ſeven yards and an halte high, to rhe cutting : 
off of all the ſonnes and daughters of Adam, and of all the birds | 
and beaſts that could nor live inthe water, ſave thoſe few that were | 
in the Arke with Noah, who beſides his preaching by the figne 
of building the Arke did warne them bur all in vaine of the tollows- 
ing floud. 

50 you have the ſumme of the ſtory of the old World 1n their 


| theſe are ſer forth for an Example torhem that ſhall hereafter live un. ! 
| godlily. For their ſoules alſo periſhed ercrnally as well as their bo- 


finfullnefſe, and Gods forbearance for a long time, and Gods ſeveri- 
ty and their miſery ar the laſt, Let us make due uſes now of all. For | The uſes of 
the chicfe thing in ſuch ſtories as theſe is ro make a good fſe,becauſe | *' 


dies, for anything that can be learn'd out of Scripture ro the con- 
trary, Except that we may conceive, the Lord might be mercitull to 
| the ſoules of infants, that were not of age to make uſcof the meanes 
that ſhou!d have brought the reſt to repentance, nor did not runne 
tothe ſame extremity of wickedneſle, unlefſe I ſay wee may hope 
in charity that God would ſhew compaſſion on the ſoules of theſe, 
(the men of yeeres periſh ſoule and body both. Now what uſes 
| muſt wee make, 1. Of their finnes, 2. Of Gods patience, 3. Of 
| 


Gods ſeverity. Of their finnes we muſt make divers uſes. 

Firſt, to take notice of our owne corrupt nature thar is ready to 
grow fo extreamely naught. For weealſo'are the poſterity of Adam, 
and havethe ſame corruption of nature thar theſe had, and our imagi. 

\__ and the forme and frame of our hearts and all our _” | 
wi 
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will be onely evill continually, if God give us to our (clves, and , 
there is not one of us that would not grow unjuſt, volupruous, 
worldly, violent, and moſt extreamely wicked in every kinde of 
wickedneſle, as occaſion would offer it {clfe, if the Lord did not | 
hold us backe, cither by reſtraining or ſanRifying, or both. To! 
him ler us give the praiſe of our being reſtrained or ſanRified, and 
let us confeſſe his goodnefle that doth not give us over to all licen. | 
touſncle, ro commit all wickeEreſſe with greedinefſe. An hearty 
praiſing of God tor delivering us from notorious ſinfullnefle, is a 
teſtimony of ſome grace, Mans heart is apt toturne ſuch freedome 
into matter of ſwelling and ſclfe-conceitedneſle, if our lefle badnceile 
makes us more thankefull and humble not haughty and arrogant, it is 
a ſigne of ſome truth of goodnefle. Pur innocency joy ned wirh 
ſwelling, lifting up our ſclves and deſpiſtng others, is no better then 
that of the Phariſce. This is the firſt uſe of their fin. | 

Thenextisto teach us to take heed of ſuch wickednefle, that great | 
ſinnes may not grow common, but that there may be ſome to oppoſe | 
the reſt, ſome to mourne for the relt, and to take care of keeping | 
themſelves unſported in the world, that fo great and publike puniſh- | 
ments may be kept back. Letus every way ſtrive to cauſe that finnes 
grow not huge and univerſall, that they come not to an high degree: 
and to commonneſle, ſothat all joyne in them; for thenlikely tome 
great and heavy calamity mult inſue, With us finnes do grow very 
(great, great faults are commited by many, but yet we arc to praiſe 
God that all cſh hath nor corrupted their waics, there be ſome 
; though bur few in compariſon of the multitude, yet I ſay ſome;that ! 
\ſerthemſclves againſt the great and common iniquitics, which may 
(give us ſome hope, that the Lords chaſtiſements ſhall follow us one- 

y for reformation, not for utter extirpation of the Nation. Let us 
all uſe our beſt diligence to hinder the greatnefſe and commonneſſe 
,of finne , that wee may prevent deſtroying and all- devouring 
| blowes, 

A third ufe from their finnes is that we be carcfull to avoid theſe 
| particular finnes, or to repent of them and to reforme them, if wee 
have committed them. 

I. Take great heed of making carnall marriages with perſons fin- 
full and wicked for beauties ſake, or any ſuch carnall reſpe&. For 
If it offend God that men be lewd ro take wives voide of true reli- 
gion and piety becauſe of their faireneſſe, then ſurcly to be fo farre 
| over-ruled with gaine or any other earthly conſideration, as for theſe 
_ ſake to make matches with carnall and naughty men mulſt 
; needs offend God, Let no man doe fo therefore, let picty I fay | 
| picty be the match-maker, let beauty, riches, and all ſuch things ' 


' 


come afterin the ſecond or third place, and letno man for any rc- | 


( 


| ſpeR of face, faire ſtate,e&c. marric themſelves to foule conditions, 
| 


foule manners, falſe religion, wicked converſation. Surely that which 
[wayes aman moſt in matrimony, ſwaycs him moſt in his my 
| ife, 


— ——————————. 


| 


| | 


| 
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"get oppreiſion to ſatisfie ſuch an unſarisfiable deſire; David com. 


life, this being one of the maine marters that- concerne him in his 
life. If godlinefle and religion be not of force to command us inthis' 
thing itcannot be conceived that we have any ſound knowledge of it, 
and if outwardthings ſway us moſt here, they have the ſoveraigney | 
and dominion of our hearts. Shew your ſelves ſpirituall in choice | 
of yoke-fellowes, if you will enjoy the comfort of being ſo ingood | 
earneſt and in fincerity. And if any have done etherwiſe, O let them | 
be much humbled, iris a grear fault an hazarding of ones ſelfe to de- | 
ſtruction or of his children, a figne that one doth not rightly know | 
neither finne or goodneſle, if in this matter wickednefſe cannot * dif. 
grace all other things, and vertue over-ballance all other,andthere- 
fore if God have made ſuch a match very diſmall and unhappie to 
any one, and that they have found theſe things unableto give con- | 
tent, and with theſe they have beene turned aſide from the right : 
way ; let them acknowledge the juſtice of God and turne the pu. | 
niſhments into a meanes of unfained repentance for the finne. It is 
juſt with God to croſſe mens falſe opinions of things,and makethem 
meete with wretchedneſle, where they did falſely and unwarrantably | 
romiſe to themſelves contentment, as they doe moſt times in ſuch 
Linde of ill made marriages. If any good man have ſotranſgreſſed, 
he is now called to repentance for it, by Gods hand croffing, and | 
Gods Word warning him. | 
Againe, beware I pray you of the next ſinne, wiz. unjuſtice and | 
violence, that is, taking away the goods of others by ſtrong hand, 
whether by manifeſt violence,or by violent wreſting and abufing of 
law _— ſtrength of wit, or purſe, or both. To take away that 
from another by any manner of dread whichis his in right that is | 


waters of the floud havenor yet waſhed ir out, butirt hath place inthe 
world ſtill. Thoſe thatare ſtronger then others will wrench and pull, 


have no right unco ſuch things, covetouſneſſe and greedy defires be- 


plaines, Pſal.55.9. that hee hath ſeene violence in the citie, and Pſal. 
11.5. Himtbat loves violence his ſoule hateth, By violence men tread 
under foot the light of nature, and bury their reaſon in paſſion and 
under it; It isthe property of beaſts to be lead by will and paſſion, 
what they defire to have if they can poſſibly ger it by any device 
or power they will have it, rules of right they acknowledge none | 
nor can acknowledge, becauſe they want reaſon, which is the ſole 
diſtinguiſher betwixrt right and wrong. Bur man that hath reaſon 
which can ſet downe limits and bounds to every mans poſſeſſions 
and benefits, ſhould follow his reaſon and not take fo much as his 
hand can reach and pull unto it ſelfe, but alone that which he findes 
the rules of equity to give him. He that doth otherwiſe doth infinitely 
treſpaſſe upon Gods Royalty over the whole world, for he doth not 


_ himſeltc inthis great family according to the will of him that | 


is 


and make a ſhifr to tug all they can unto themſelves, though they | _ 
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violence. God hath often in his Word ſpoken againſt this, for the | i; is. 


A great (in, 
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Provez8.3, \zhe poore is comparcd to a ſweeping raine that leaveth no food, and 


: timeof the yeare. Hethar will pull a picce of ones ſheafe from him, 


| is the ſole maker and maſtcr of it, and fo lives as if himſelfe were ! 

Maſter and chiete Lord, and riot bound to any rules but thoſe of his | 

owne will, Violence therefore is a grievous ſfinne. It will bring: 
| Gods curſe, and anger; and hatred upon the committer. A violent 
; man is odious inthe world and in Heaven too, his love of himſclfe 
; makes him i jurious to all, and therefore alſo loathſome. Flie 
violence therefore eirher of hand or head, and take nothing but what 
in true right you can prove to be your owne, and if you have gotten 
any thing by violence, repent of ir, and rid your hands of it, clſc 
the hand of God ſhall be heavie upon you for it, he will bring your 
violence upon your owne partes, 

And know I beſcech you, that as there be two forts of violent 
beaſts ſoof men. You know there be Lions, and Beares,and Tigers, 
and great creatures that prey upon the weaker as upon the Sheepe, 
the Cowe,&c. and then there be little beaſts roo that prey uponthe 


— 


be leſſer then themſelves. So there be two forts of violent men too, 


other doth it more cloſely and in tcfler things, 


| his hand. And truly as great wickedneſſe is found in poore men this 
| way as in the wealthier. He tha is as badas his place will ſuffer, 
'is as wicked a man as another that in higher place is more apparant- 


ly wicked. Give the Weezle the fangs and limmes of a Lion, hee 
/ will doe as much miſchiefe as a Lion. Therefore the poore robbing 


[none more violent then theſe little violent ones when they can tell 
'how to make way and beare out their violence, will not you ſee it 
evidently in the boldnefle of the poorer fort to ſeale corne at this 


"if hee were a great Prince of name: and power, would pull his 
"whole living from him. Beware therefore of thoſe unjuſt waies of | 
getting which'are under your hands, and in your powers incident 
to your places, repent of them, ſhun them, and forbeare them 
for conſcience ſake, that you may not provoke Gods wrath againſt 
' you. < 
' Further, the men of this time were extreamely worldly as our 
Lord Jeſus noterh, they ſold over themſclves to the world, and ca- 
red not for Noahs preaching, nor for any thing that might concerne 
their ſoules, but ſold over themſclves' to carthly dealing as youreade 


leſſer, as the Weezle on the Mouſe and on Chickens,and ſuch like that 


thegreat and wealthie man, and the poore and meaner man. The one | 
can beare out his violenee openly, and doth it in greater things. The | 

, both will have 
| what equity doth not give them by one orotherſhift or wile,or aCt of | 


in Luke 17.26,27. 'O be not many of you ſuch, are not your hearts 


fully poſſeffed with all earthlineſſe. Doe not you ſer your ſelves al- | 


, together to the things of this life with the meere negle& of that” 
| which concernes a better. Surcly thoſe that doe ſo are in heart 


Atheiſts, they doe.nor thoroughly beleeve thar .immortality of the 
| foule; nor the being of another world. For were. every mans heart | 


F326 fully 


- | che things that are above and ſet your affections on them. If you 


| 


Ge N. 
fully perſwaded that his ſoule ſhould continue for eyer in another 
world cither in etergall weale or woe, it were not poſſible for him 
not to conſider of the eſtate to come as well as of the ſtate preſene, | 
if we did as well know and beleeve that there is an Hell and Heaven, | 
asthat there is an earth and in it miſery and welfare,we could not buy | 
be as ſtudious to get the future happineſſe and eſcape the future miſery. 
as the preſent. I pray you therefore ſtrive againſt that finne of 
the old World, vis. giving up your ſelves exceſſively tothe world, | 


| 
, 


and put your ſelves in minde of a world rhat is to come; and minds | 
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ſo performe workes of Gods Worſhip, as that they weane you not ; 
from the world, you doe them but hy pocritically, you have alone | 
the forme and not the power of godlinefſe. Though a man uſe not | 
violence, yet if hee be exceſſively worldly the Word of God is / 
choaked in him, and will not bring forth the fruit of eternall life ur- 
to him. 

Another fin of the old World js, they abuſed Gods long-ſuffering 
and Noahspreaching,and gat no manner of knowledge of the long threar, 


| 4Diſobedient, 
t Pet. 3,20, 
The floud 


ned floud,nor no care of amending their lives. This is a feazefull ching 
to get nothing by Gods patience or by the labours, of the Mini- 


ters whom he ſends to teach and warne us. This ſhewes. that rhe, 


' came upon * 
' them and they 
knew nothing, 


Divell ha h blinded their eyes, that finne hath hardened theibeart; 
and that a man hath given over himſelfe to the ſervitude of = 
luſt: this is a great wrong to Gods -goodnefſe and awkotiy 
and ir brings ſevere puniſhments, for in aggravating the ſigncs bf men. 
ir muſt needs aggravate the puniſhment alſo, O brethren eaaſider of 
our ſelves if you be not guilty of this finne; How long hath God, 
ſtriving to pull you out of your finnes, How much paticace, 
hath he ſhewed; how much teaching have you heard, and yer alas 
the old World got as much by Gods kindnefle ro them as you doe 
and you no more then they. Many of you know nothing of your 
miſcrable eſtate. As little be you acquainted with the truths youare 
taught every, day, asthey were with thefloud that came upon them, 
as little doth our preaching prevaile to worke you toamendment, -ag 
did the preaching of Nee with them. We may well comfort our 
ſelves in this, that our ſuccefle is no worſe then. Noa/s, and alſo'ls- | 
ment that it is no better. Indeed you have not had ſo many” yeeres 
preaching as the * old World had , but' conſider it with the 
proportion to your lives and you have more, Then. men 
uſed to live ſome ſeven, cight, 'or nine handred yeeres. Lot 
God gave them a Preacher a long time, and at. length determined 
the very yecreof the floud, itſhall be ahundred anditwenty ycexes 
hence, and fo from yeare to yeare lefle asthe yeercs went up, Yee - 
have lived and-dicd (many of you that be dead) under.the Minzſke- 
ry. Indeed we cannot tell you the 'yecre of þ canto wg a> 
ridings of a floud of water to overftow you altogether, but ofa river 
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us fire and brimſtone to overflow and overwhelme you one aftcrone | 
we 
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wee can tell you from God, and you feare this floud of brim. | 
ſtone no more then they did that loud of water. O repent of' 
your long impenitency and miſerable unbelecte and wilfull igno.! 
rance of Gods threats, and other things that are continually raughe! 
you out of the Word. And now ceaſe to imitate this world of 
ungodly men, but apply your ſelves ro flic from the wrath to 
come and from rhe vengeance thar muſt overtake all wilfull ſinners, 
I beſeech you lay to heart the _ you heare, take notice of 
them, belecve them, and ſer your ſelves ro amend your lives and 
caſt away all your finnes, which this old World did not but ſhould 
have done: be better I ſay be betrer then they were, and ler their 
wickedneſſe teach you ſome goodneſſe, When will it once be thar 
you will know and belceve the threars of God and his promiſes? 
when will it once be that you will ſubnnt your ſelves to thoſe 
that are as Noah was, Preachers of righteouſneſſe, and ſecke to ger 
the rightcouſneſſe of faith, which Noah would nor have gotten him- 
ſelfe, if ir had not beene the ſame that hee preached to others? 
Now I pray you at laſt to exceede this generation of wicked men. 
And theſe uſes youmuſt make of their wickednefle. <* 
| Now of Gods patience towards them in giving them all ourward. 
proſperity and long deferring the execution of his wrath, and ſen: 
ding Noah by preaching and building the Arke ro draw them” to 
repentance  learne firſt to praiſe God for the like long-ſuffering to! 
us, and ywfing the like meanes to bring us to repentance and to life 
efernall. Ire is the ſame God that ruled the world at thoſe times 
who rulcth us alſo at this time, and he diſcovers the ſame vernonl 
in his governing. O-how patient is God now alſo « how great 
care doth he take to leade us to repentance alſo? How many out-! 
ward benefits have wee © This goodnefle of God towards them! 
that periſh, whereby he tooke ſuch order and care for them, that 
they might have _—_ perdition if they would have made uſe of 


|  ſtruQtions. Did any thing but their owne wilfullnefſe and heedlcſ- 


4 

ciently heeded nor obſerved. Might nor the; 
world then have eſcaped both drewning and hellroo, if they would 
have hearkened to Noah and beleeyed him, and followed his in- 


nefſe ſhut them out of the Arke and out of Heaven,and thruſt them 
downe into the Deluge and into Hell 2 Brethren, God magnifics 
his mercics to the veſſells of wrath, he doth labour to bring theny 


out of their ill eſtate, he hath not ceaſed for many yeares to in- 
tice them to repentance by his long-ſuffering. Certainely this 
ſhould magnific Gods goodnefſe to us and make us to applaud 
him exceedingly, and acknowledge the brightneſſe of his Juſtice 
in their future deſtruction, O'how juſt was God in the drow-| 
ning of theſe 'men 2 is hee nor as juſt in che damning of the fin- 
ner' now-2 * Lord be thou praiſed for thy mercy and for thy juſtice, 
and: let the one ſerve to cleare the other, 'and both ro commend 
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Againe, I pray you.now the the ſecond time to make a good 
aſe of Gods clemendle to you.” He ſent but one Noah to all the 
world, who yet is ſaid to condemne the world. He ſends amongſt 
you to cvery towne almoſt one to tell}you of the judgement to 
come, and to ſtirre you up to repentance. Now be intreated to 
hearken and obey, and to get you to the Arke. Brethren wee doe 
here in Gods name offer you aſſurance of pardon of ſinne, and free- 


ching bein vaine. Come, come into the Arke, come into Chriſt 
by true faith, into whom you are come by Baptiſme in reſpe& of 
outward profeiſion, The Arke was afigure of Chriſt, and Bap- 
tiſme is as it were the Arke: O labour for the true Baptiſme. with 
the Spirit that you may ſhunne and eſcape the Deluge of Gods 
erernall wrath and vengeance. Let us not preach to you in vaine as 
Noah did tothe old world. And preſent to your ſelves the hidcouſ- 
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| neſſe of that plague, O how did mens hearts ake within them £2 
| how did horrour take hold upon them, when they ſaw the wa- 
[ters rage ſo furiouſly? O now did they find that in experience 
which they would not beleeve by Noahs preaching ! What cry- 
\ing, what roaring, what lamentation did fill the Cities and Villa- 
'ges? they didnort die of a ſudden as in the overflowing of the Sca, 
be they died by degrees, they had time to get up upon halls and 
trees, and te foreſce and fore-feare their choaking by waters afore 
it came, and to ſee the Beaſts many periſhing betore them, many 
looking for the ſame ruine with them. Doth not this floud per- 
taine to you £ Dothnot it pertaine to you alſo? Doe you not here 
ſe, 1. The Omnipotent power of God, and his abſolute and fove- 
rigne command over all creatures. The Sceaand Springs are his and 
will breake out upon us. The Cloudes and Waters above arc his and 
'will fall downeupon usto arg, » his quarrell. Heis Lord of Hoſts, 
|O plant in your ſelves an holy feare of him, and ſay to your ſclves, 
[ſhall he threaten and not performe, who hath the whole world at 
' hand to be ſerviceable unto him. If we would repreſent the Lord 
| before our eyes according to his fearefull greatneſſe, ſo as to make 
'us tremble and depart from finne, happic were wee. Doth not 
Chriſt ſend us to the old World, and doth not Peter alſo minde us 
of this deſtruction by water. Surely the Lord Is aterrible God ſtill, 
he is now as terrible, as he ſhewed himſclfe then in the overthrow 
by waters. 

Againe, you muſt in this plague ſeo the juſtice of God, his will 
to puniſh ſinners by inflicting great cvill upon them, that ſo you may 
yet make the feare of him the more ſtedfaſt and more cffeuall, for 
as hee is of power to cruſh the higheſt and ſtouteſt and thoſe of grea- 
teſt power inthe world, ſo he is reſolved upon this courſe, and will 
ſurely declare his excellency by making chem ſmoake with moſt 


BYTE OR BGT 206 


nN 
= 


heavie calamities, that dare advance themſclves againſt his authori- 
ty. Sec here how ſevere God is, he will nor ſparc the wicked, he 
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dome from hell and death, if you will accept it, O let nat our prea- | 
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| will not hold them innocent, thoughhe deferre many daies, yet will 
che heavineſle of the ſtroake anſwer the delay. "The floud was longa 
| comming, but being come it's furious and irrefiſtible, and wipes ow! 
| all the ſonnes of men ſparing none. The Lord can finde in his hea 
to execute hideous evi] $ upon ſinners, Let them it they pleaſe fan- 
cie a God wholy conſiſting of mercy, they ſhall find him uch as his 
Word deſcribeth, not as they themſelves have countertcired , 
hee will recompence vengeance on his Adverſaries, hee will nat 
pitic their crics nor groanes, Hee will not be melted with their 
complaints, but utterly deſtroy them according as his Word hath 
| ſpoken. 
| Behold alſo the cquity of Gods proceeding, hee anſwers their 
 ſinnes with the kindeand mcaſwe of puniſhment. Great finnes and 
| great waters. All flcſh corrupted with finne, and all leh cur off for 
| ſinne, the carth filled with violence and now filled with waters, 
| None tooke care to forbeare almoſt any finne but Noah, and none' 
| eſcapes bur Noah, No multitude of finners can ſavethemout of his 
| hand, as all ſinned fo all periſh, This great and heavie judgement 
| ſhould be often in our thoughts, we ſhould thinkethus, zf God ſpared 


2 Pct.2.5. | 


uot the old World neither will bee ſpare ws. It is S. Peters inference, and 
it is a great finne in us, that we doe not often put our ſelves in mind 
| of theſe things to frame our ſelves to humble obedience. 
| If any ſay,bur God hath promiſed never againe to deſtroy the world 
| by water. | 
| Gcn.9,11. 


I anſwer, true, but he hath never promiſed not to drowne finners, 
neither hath he promiſed not to puniſh them with puniſhments a 
| fearefull as this of perifhing by waters. God hath grear varicty of 
' weaponsto wound his enemies; if he hath renounced the uſe of one;he 
| hathothers enough totake up for that purpoſe, And Brethren, I pray 

youtake notice of what S. Petey tells us of, That as the world tht 

z Pet.3.6,7. | then was did periſh being drowned in the waters, ſo the world that non 

| is ſball periſh by fire, tor hetelleth us, that #t 7s by the ſame word re- 

vole Sat ſerved for fire kept in ſtorc againſt the time to come. The Prophet Em 
*|foretold of that great day before Noah foretold of this celuge. Tha 
day is longer before it come, but it ſhall be more terrible when i: 
2 Pet.3.4% | Comes, for the heavens fhall paſſe away with a noiſe, as the holy Apo-! 

ſtletells you. Now asthe righteous Noah ſhewed a way how to eſcape 
that water,even repent andget into the Arke,ſo we ſhewa way howto 
eſcape that fire, repent and turne unto the.Lord, otherwiſe when he 

| ſhall come in flames of fire, you ſhall receivethe judgement of eternall 
' deſtruction from before the preſence of his glory. | 
' Brethren,I beſeech you ſc to ponder upon that great miſery which fell 
vponthe old World, that you may be the better for knowing allthe: 
paſſages of ſo ftrange a ſtory. It wasthe firſt remarkeable judgement. 
' No generall calamity that we reade of did come upon the world till 
then, The firſt and laſt as of juſtice will be moſt ſevere, and the laſt 
| likely ſeverer then the firſt, 
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The Lord gave tothe men of this old World a very long life, and | 
very great outward benefits,and ſhewed tothem exceeding great long- | 
ſuffering, why ſo 2 but becauſe he would firſt, as he delighteth to do, | 
proove men with bencfics. As if he ſhould have ſaid, 1 will proove | 
Adams ſonnes with the fruites of my favour. They ſhall have cine | 
enough to repent, ſome eight or nine hundred yeares,and they ſhall be | 
allured by all proſperity, nothing but comforts ſhall come upon them | 
'for a long time, bur if they will not profit by this gentleneſſe, I will 
ſhorten their lives by halfe, having taken away all thoſe fearefull fin- | 

ners by a floud of waters. You ſce Gods diſpleaſure againſt | 
| ſinne, O atlaſt profitby ir and learneto be righteaus, there | 
is no way to eſcape Gods judgements, but by f9l- 
lowing after righteouſnefle, this courſe 

take, and you ſhall be ſafe, 
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1 Os 2Y.Ne godly man is worth a whole million of | 
| > F&IFRYEE<D inners, as appearcth: in that the Lord made | 
7 more reckoning of one Noah then of all the 
world of the ungodly. Having laid before 
you the bad Example of that moſt wicked| 
generation Which lived before rhe floud, I| 
will now ſpeake of one godly man which 
lived.in the ſame times with them, and faw | 
them all ſwept away with the beſome of! 
dgſtruftion. His name was Noah, the word fignificth reſt, and we 
have a reaſon given us.of impoſing that name by his Father, Gez. 

29, This ſame ſhall comfort us concerning our worke and the toyle of 

my hands, becauſe of the ereund which the Lord hath curſed, Itis ſome- 

| What doubtfull how Noah was a comforter to the godly Patriarckes | 
/$n reſpeR of their trovbl-s of all kinds, both thoſe they tooke in ſtri-| 
[fving againſt the bad men of their times, and the common labours 
jof life in regard of the curſe that was gon out againſt mans fſinne. 
The moſt probable opinion is as I thinke, that becauſe he was a Prea- 
cher of rightcouſnefſe, and did more largely and plainely denounce 
Gods wrath againſt ſinners, and his bleſſing ro the godly (for a Prea- 
cher of righteouſneſſe muſt needs doe both theſe things) therefore 
G 3 he 
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His hte, 


In which 


i His vertues.) ang particularly. In generall theſe three things are affirmed of him, 


;.1n generall, 
Was 4 perte&t 
man ind vwal- 
ked with God. 
Gen. 22. 
Heb, 11+ 4+ 


Who is a juft | 
| or righteous | 


man, 


en a PE AO Hs Nees : of 


he gave much refreſhing tothe ſoules of the godly, and madeall their 
labours cafie. Even as now if Gods ped6ple have a painctull Mini. 
ſter amongſt them, that ceaſeth not ro acquaint them with Gods 
mercy and juſtice, and to revivethe remembrance of Heaven and all, 
the Promiſes intheir hearts, they live much more comfortably, then! 
| any outward thing withour this helpe could make them to live. Sojt 
was in thoſe times alſo with thoſe godly Parriarkes. Againe, as it; 
would be a great comfort to good men now, if any man were ſent 
by God to aſſure them of the laſt day of judgement, for they 
would cyen lift up their heads and rejoyce: ſo Noab in telling of 
the floud which to that world was a kinde of judgement-day did 
creatly ſolace the ſpirits of the good againſt all thoir forrowes, | 
Now this Noah was the ſonne of Lamech the ſonne of Merhyſe- i 
| lah in the 1056, yeare of the world. He was the tentafter Adam | 
| incluſively, borne after. LA dams and Seths death, and Herochs tran. 
| \lation, and lived to ſee the death of Enos, Katnmn, eMabalaleel, Iz. | 
, | red, eMethuſelah and Lamech. This is all we have to {ay of his Birth 
' or entrance into the world. 
| Now concerning his life I pray you conſider foure things. 1. His 
'goodnefſſe. 2, His bad deeds. 3. The {orrowes and miſeries he met 
with. 4. The bencfirs God gave him. And letus make uſc of all 
as we goe along and ſo come to his death laſt of all. 
Firſt for his goodneſſe, it is ſet forth in the Scripture generally 
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Gen.6.9.Hewas a juſt max and apright,or perfect, and walked with God, 
Betore it is affirmed of Henech that hec walked with God, and the 
Scripture told usalſo of Abel, that hee obtained a divine teftimo- 
oy that hee alſo was juſt, and ob is ſaid to have beene a perfe& 
' man, yea itis added by way of amplification to his goodneſſe that 
| 


' hee was 4 juſt man and perfett in hs generations, that is, in his owne 
|time, in thoſe moſt ſinfull daies when all were naught. Noh was 
[good when all had corrupted their wates, he was fincere and(up. 
right in his waies. For this is the trucſt commendation of vertyue, 
when it keepes a man unſpotted of thole evils which are every where 
practiſed inthe world. 

Ler us now requeſt youto confidee of your ſelyes every man whye- 
ther he be a Noah. Surcly none but Neahs ſhall be admitted into rthe 
Arke, and eſcape the waves of deſtrution : none but Noahs th{ll 
| finde favour with God, and be delivered from eternall death. Wh#o- 
| ſoever cannot approve himſelfe to be ſuch a one as this good man,1X. 
| him neverdreame of commingto Heaven. 
PR. who is a juſt man « who a perfet 2 who walketh with 

od © 
I anſwer, A juſt man is firſt he that renounceth his owne juſtice 
which is of the Law and imbraceth the righteouſneſſe of faith, 
even the righteouſneſſe which is of God by faith, relying wholy 
/ upon the merits of Chriſt and Gods mercy in Chriſt, for pardon 
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of his affences and acceptation of himſclfe and his indeavours to fal-! 
vation. - The Scripture witneſſeth that "Noah was an heire of chis| 
rightcouſneſle, Heb.11.7, And this is that thaz muſt be firſt found in! 
eycry man. He muſt ſee and confefle his owne unrightcouſneſſe, and 
utterly diſclaime his owne righteouſneſle as knowing that itis no bers | 
ter then a menſtruous rag, in reſpec of his juſtification. Doe you 
this my Brethren 2 Arqgpu made to ſce your ſclves grievous fſin- 
ners, ſuch as in your ſelves muſt needs be damned, and cannot 
» "hp bee « wi by the worth and merit of your owne good- 
nefle, 

Secondly, a righteous man muſt Nay,,reſt, depend on, belecve in 
the rightcouſnefle of Jelus Chriſt, labouring to build up in his own ' 
heart a particular perſwafion and affurance, that the Lord of Hea- | 
ven will 2ccept him as perte&ly righteous in the name and media- 
tion of Jc{us Chriſt his Sonne, and that alone, for ſo was CAbra- 
ham made partaker of that bleſſednefle, which ſtood in the impuring 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


unto him of righteouſncſſe without workes, and Abraham is the 
Father of the taithfull, as he was juſtified ſo muſt all we be juſti- 
ficd, and no otherwiſe. See into your ſelves, doe you rcly upon our 
bleſſed Saviour the Lord Jeſus for pardon of your finnes © or doe 
you waver from him or ftay upon any other beſides him 2 

Laſtly, a righteous man mult himſelfe alſo worke righteouſneſſe, 


| and give himſclfe to be a ſervant of righteoulneſte, thar is to ſay, he 


mv? reſolve and indeavour to leave every finne by Gods Word con- | 
d« mned, and to doe every duty by Gods Word commanded, and | 


that alſo for Gods ſake with reference to him, and out of a defire to 
pleaſe him, that is, to keepe his favour. This 1s arighteous man. He 
ſtrivesin all things to pleaſe God according to his Word, bur fin- 
ding his defets bewailes them, and reſteth alone on Gods good- 
nefle in Chriſt for pardon and fſalyation. If you be ſuch, then 
are you Noahs indeed and ſhall ſurely bee ſaved, if not you 
bee but difſemblers, and no ſhew of religion ſhall ſave you from 
deſtruRion. 

Therefore all of youthar are not ſuch, I pray you feele your un- 
happinefle, you are not good _— to goe to Heaven yet, what- 
ſoever you have imagined of your ſelves. Therefore alſo now ſecke 
to be ſuch, begin with lamenting your unrighteouſneſſe before God 


© — 


| 


and craving pardon and helpe, and fo proceed to pray for and indea- | 


vour afterall the things before preſcribed. Be the better for Noahs 
example. Ler not this ſtory be preached unto you in vaine: you 
know Neah was one whom God loved, whom God hath ſaved,ſtudy 
[to be ſuch as Noah, What riches he had, the Scripture takes no 
notice of, but righteous he was, ſtudie you to be ſuch and be hap- 
pier then all riches can make you. 

And eſpecially I pray you labour to follow Noah in this onething, 
to be good in your generations, in thoſe things I meane wherein 


your preſent times take generall liberty ro benought, that ſo you as 
950M G 4 Noah 
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Seo may at once glorifie God and condemne the world, What! 


: 


| on of Gods Word, and carcfull ſantifying of the Lords day. O 


| 


, with our labours? to bring men to righteouſneſſe, ſhall we be dil- 
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evill things all doe commit thoſe doe you forbeare, what good: 
things all doe negle&, thoſe be you more carefull to performe. 
Many things are growne into common faſhion, ſwearing, pride in 
apparcll, tormality in religion, covetouſnefſe, monſtrous faſhions, 
miſhapen long haire, O be yee in theſe things carefull to avoid the 
corruption which isin the world. Many good things are growne quite | 
out of all faſhion almoſt, conſtart reading Gods Word, holy conte- | 


. . . » | 
rence, keeping a treaſure or purſe for God in your houſes, meditati. | 


ſtrive to performe theſe dutics. He that is good alone according to! 
the common ſtreyne is hollowly good, wee muſt be pure of thoſe! 
faults whichare allowed almoſt of all. 

But let us conſider the particular good things noted of Noah, Firſt, 
|S. Peter teſtifies of him, that hee was a Preacher of rightcouſneſle, 
meaning of that righteouſnefle whereof hee was alſo an heire and: 


| practiſer, All you cannot be Preachers of righteouſnefſe by ſpeciall | 
| office as Noah was, this belongs alone ro us Miniſters, and O that 


| we could learneto be like Neah in our places, continuing faithfully | 
'to teach mcn the will of God and call them to repentance, and to/ 
true righteouſneſſe in Chriſt and good lite in themſelves. Surely! 
Noah had flender encouragement, tor we doe not reade of any one; 
man that heeded his Preaching, he if any other might complaine! 
that his labour was in vaine, and that his time and firength were 
ſpent to no purpoſe. Wethatare Preachers muſt imitate himin a Pa-| 
tient diſcharge of our duties, what if God doe not vouchſate to m_ 


heartned ? No no, but following this good man, continuing to doe 
Gods worke and looke for our reward from him. 


And againe, I call upon you for great thankfullneſſe ro God, for} 


that he hath ſet many Preachers of righteouſnefle amongſt you in 
this Kingdome, and hath vouchſafed to hold mee in this office 
amongſt you for theſe thirty yeares or thereabouts, I have Preached 
righteouſneſſe among you according to that meaſure of knowledge 
and uttcrance that God hath vouchſated mee. O ler mee have ſome 
better encouragement from you then Noah had from the old world, 
and indeed I have had, and I bletſe God, and I blefle thoſe amon 
you from whom I have had it. Some of you have becne carefull 
hearers to the preaching of righteouſneſſe, and have turned your 
fecte into the parhs of righteouſneſle. "The Lord ſtabliſh you in 
thoſe happy waies for ever. And one thing now I beſeech of you, 
that you be ſuitors unto God to raiſe up to all the places that have 


not Preachers, and to continue to them that have ſuch as Noah was, 
Preachers of righteouſnefle, which themſelves alſo will practiſe; 
eſpecially, I require you not to forget your ſelves in this towne, 
; bur make it one part of your daily ſupplications to God, to grant 
you aſucceſſion of Preachers of rightcouſneſſe when my ſelfe muſt 
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leave you, God knowes when, O Lord let there never want ſo 
as this Towne and Church ſtandeth, a faithfull Preacher'o 

qr rn eo ſupply this roome in which I now ſtand amongſt 

ou this day. 
| Bur ſecondly, Noah is commended for his faith. By faith Noah | >Hadfaith, 
(ith the Author to the Hebrewes) did,chc. you muſt all labour to | 1-7 
getthis ſame faith. This is the grace of graces commended in Abel, | 
in Henoch before named, and now in Noah, without which we can- | 
not poſſibly pleaſe God, | 

Bur whatis this faith you will aske mee 2 | 

I anſwer, Iwill ſhew the nature of faith unto you: It is that grace | What faith is, 
by which a man aſflcnts to all that God fpeaketh for the authority | 
ſake of the ſpeaker. This is the nature of faith in generall, Under | 
it is comprehended that which is called juſtifying faith, being an 
aſſent tothe Promiſes of the Goſpell,or of the new Covenant upon | 


the ſame ground. This aflent is double, firſt generall ro the word 
generally ſpoken, and particular to a particular concluſion ducly de- 
ducted thence concerning ones ſelfe, And whoſoever doth truly 
aſſent to the generall, mult needs aſſent to every particular concluded 
under the generall, becauſe the contradiQion of an univerſall propo- 
fition is made by aparticular contrary to it, and the generall isac- 
counted falſe ifit may be denied or be denied of any particular, for 
Example, if I ſay all the twelve Apoſtles were godly men, and 
another ſay one of them as das, was not a godly man, though a 
eleven were good, yet becauſe this one was not ſo, he hath ſhewed 
that propoſition to be falſe. Now then, marke that faith yeelds a 
double aſſent: Firſt, to the thing generally ſpoken : Secondly, to 
the particular concluſion contained therein a | thence deduced, and 
this aſſent muſt begrounded upon the bare authority of God the 
ſpeaker in reſpe&t of his perfe& and infallible truth, becauſe 'ir 
judgeth him faithfull, therefore it eſteemes his words true, not be- 
cauſe it can ſee reaſon for things in his ownediſcourſe and underitan- 
ding. This is faith, for example, God ſaid to Noah there ſhall be 
a floud to drowne all the world, there was no reaſon to thinke it 
ſhould be ſo, but God ſaid ſo (warning Noah of things net ſeene as | Heb.11.7. 
yet, as the Apoſtle ſpeakes) and therefore Noah was verily perſwa- 
ded, thar there ſhould come ſuch a floud to deſtroy all mankinde. 
Againe, Godpromiſed Noah that if hee would build an Arke, God 
would fave him and all his family, and all that would come with 
him into the Arke, There was no naturall likelihood forthis neither, 
for in ſuch a floud an Arke or the beſt ſhip inthe world could nor 
keepe men ſafe, bur that with the furie of the waters they would 
have beene daſhed againſt ſome rocke or other, and wracked,. yet 
God faid ſo to Noah and he belcevedit for himſelfe and his family, 
This you ſce was Noh his faith. And I call upon you to conſider, 
whether you have this faith or not. Doe you afſene to all che narrati- 


ons, promiſes, threats of Gods Word, cvecn becauſe God the | 
| Author 
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| things, doe you beleeve this generall, and the parricutar that will 


| Author of iris true and- doe-you allent to the: particular coaduhon 
| concerning | your ſclves in that - generall contained. The Lurd 
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threaterierh in his Word, - Curſed is every” oxe that continneth at in al 


| follow from it, but I have not continued,&c, therefore Tam: curſed, 


3. He was mo» 
ved with feare, 
Heb.11.7. 


Againe, the Goſpcll ſaithy” all that doe not repent and beleeve (hall 
be-damned, Doe you beleeve this ? and doe you beleeve the pat. 
ticular contained under this ? I doe not repent and beleeve'the Go 
ſpell, therefore I ſhall be damned, or contrarily I doe repent and be. 


leeve, therefore I ſhall be ſaved. Search what anthority- God 
Wotd hath with you, it you deduct the particular from the generall 
in every poirt, then you doe beleeve the generall;els you do not. 
And alas how manifeſt is it that-molt- men have no faith bu 
alone ſay they have as S. [ames ſpeaketh, and beguile their own 
ſelves. The threats of Gods Word and his promitfes are of no ya. 
lue with moſt men, they doe not perſwade themſclves, that any of 
thoſe evills ſhall be performed againſt them which the Scripture de. 
nouncerh againſt ſuch ſinners as they be, nor that any of the pro- 
miſes ſhall be performed to thoſe that performe rhe things contained 
in the promiſes. It they ſee natural] likelihood of any good or evill 
they can be perſwaded it will come, bur if there be no proofe but 
'a bare promiſe or threat out of the Bible,thcy make no reckoning that 
' that good or evill will come cver a whit the ſooner, 
| Now Iprayiyou fee and lament your unbelcete, itis the roote of 
| all finne, neither can any finne be found to rule farther then this w 
leth, and I pray you cry to God to worke faith in you by the Word 
| pray Y y 1 1 youby Om | 
| you reade and heare, for no good at all can it doe you if it be not 
; mixed with faith. And if any man have ſuch faith in Gods Word 
indeed and 'not alone in profeſſion and ſhew, happy is that 
|man, for hee ſhall be ſure to find the like acceptance of God that 
, Noah, hee that hath this fairh muſt needs be in Chriſt and Chriſt 
in him ; for where Gods Word dwells,there himiſelfe dwels, and the 
Word of God dwells in men by faith. | 
' A thirdthing in Neaþ is noted by the Author to the Hebrewes,tha 
he was moved with feare, you ſee he feared Gods threats, he was 
afraid leaſt he ſhould be drowned with his family among the reſt, 
ithe did not obey God and live vertuouſly and build the Arke a 
Gods Commandement, and indeed if he had not done ſo he ſhould 
have periſhed with the world: as whoſoever lives wickedly ſhall be 
damned,this isa threat, he that hath true faith will not deceive him- 


' felfe with vaine words, and ſry, I am ele&ed, I am abeleever, 1 
ſhall be ſaved though I rake liberty to finne, bur he will feare and 

| _—_ from evill, and ufe thoſe meanes of eſcaping deſtruction 
, which God hath appointed. So true faith will undoubtedly worke 


ſuch a feare of” Gods threar, as will make a man depart from evill, 
| becauſe it brings a lively apprehenſion of danger and much evil 
| before his eyes if he finne, -and therefore cannot but worke feare, | 
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0-W {he is made carcfull to ſhunne, prevent, and dares not bring it upon | 
e himſclfe. And this teare lookes on things a great way off, long be- | 
ds fbre they offer themſelves to the ſences, and ſuch was Noabs teare.' 
al And ſuch a feare faith will evermore bring with it.It will cauſe thar 
a man ſhall not dare ro doe the things forbidden out of an appre- | 
ut henſion of the greatneſſe and extremity of the danger that will ' 
ne W | ariſe. | 
[as Now looke to your ſclves my Brethren, doe you feare Gods 
of |threats, doc you feare the curſe of the Law, the wrath of God,hell 
le fire, damnation, with ſuch a feare as makes you uſe the mcanes to 
0- eſcape theſe evills, and makes that you cannot be bold ro doe the 
ce W |things againſt which the Lord ſpeaketh theſe things. 1f you brag of | 
1 [faith in Gods promiſes and have no: faith in his threats, your taich 
ul | is avaine farcic, and a mecere painted or dead faith, for no man can 
Wy |credit any thing which God ſpeaketh if he doe not credit all ſofarre 


\as he knowes and conſiders it, becauſe God cannot be deceived in 
oW |any thing. And if you ſay you beleeve Gods threats and doe nor | 


v8 | feare, I fay againe, be notmoved through feare to docthe things by | 
WW | which you might eſcape thoſe evills threatned, even to forſake the | 
ot WW | finne and repent, certainely you deceive your ſ{clves and doe nor | 
ol | beleeve. Now it is moſt evident, that moſt men entertaine Gods | 
a | threats without any feare, They are not aff:ed ar all with the | 
at WF | heare-fay of theſe cvills, therefore itis ſure they have no faith. Sec 
il | your want of taith by the abſcnce of this never failing cffe thereof, 
be | and couſen your ſelves with a ſhadow of taith no longer. And now 

BM (pray Godtoplant in your hearts ſuch a feare of his threats as hath 
nt becne ſaid. It is a moſt wholeſome thing to have the ſoule over- 
v8 awed with apprehenſion of the evills which God denouncecth againſt 
1, | cvill-doing, andtobe thereby kept downe, ſo that it hath nocourage 


all (to lift it ſelfe up ro naughty deeds. Blefled is he that thus fearcth | 
alwaies, O that you would worke out yarr ſalvation in this feare and | 
be |! zrembling, O thatthe ſame minde might be in you that was in godly | 
: Tob!who ſaid that terrour from God did keepe him from doing any 

| wrong to his ſeryant,and that of the holy Apoſtle S. Paul,who ſaid thar | 
knowing this terrour,he did perſwade men and was made manifeſt | 


A ee —— — ——— — 


2 Cor.5.11. 


nd 
- to God. Let thoſe threats,rf you live after the fleſh you ſhall die, and | Rom,8,1z, 
ke 


theſe that doe ſuch things ſhall not inherit the kingdome of God, and for 
ll, theſe things (ake the wrath of God comes on the children of diſobedience, 
ll }and many the like be often in your mindes, let them awe you and 
2 hold under the ſtrength of your corruptions, cauſing you to denic 
ne your 
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| Arke as God 
bad him. 


| your ſelves all unlawfull profits, pleaſures andeffeRts of finne, and to 
| croſſe your owne wills, and to fet your ſelves to do the things that 
arc moſt contrary to fleſhand bloud, The feare of the Lord is to depart 
from evill, this tear* of the Lordis the beginning of true ſaving wiſ. 
dome, to them that thus feare are all the promiſes of the Goſpell 
made, yea it is in one word ſaid, thoſe that feare the Lord ſhall want 
nothing, Never thinke that your faith is right and good if it do not 
produce this feare, for faith muſt acknowledge God to be fairhfull 
in all his words, threats as well as promiſes, and this grace is that 
which being planted inthe heart of man, doth keepe him from fal-| 
ling away from faith, doth preſerve the fouleto ſalvation, by wor- 
king in it this good and vertuous feare of damnation : as faith kept 
Noah from drowning by making him holily to feare drowning, 


4. He built an] Now the laſt vertuc of Noah is, that he builtan Arke as God.bad. 


him, and furniſhed it with all foode, and wenrinto it atthe time ap-; 
pointed, and received in with himſclfe and - family all manner of 
Beaſts and Birds that could not live bur on dric ground : two and two, 
male and female of the uncleane that were nor fit for foode and Sa. 
crifice, and 7. and 7. of thoſe that were cleane, that is fit tor foode 
and Sacrifice,at leaſt forthe laſt. 

Here is his faith which brought forth obedience to the word of; 
' God, in ſuch things which ſcemed ridiculous to the world, and 
| made him a laughing ſtocke unto all the world almoſt: Noah for- 
( ooth the youngeſt of the Patriarkes, hee will needes be thought 
[to have better acquaintance with God, then either Henoch or Methu- 
ſelah or Lamech or any of his Grandfathersthat have lived ordo live. 
| None of them could ſee a floud comming, none of ther had a fan 
| ofthe worlds being drowned, none of them bethought himſelfe of 


' making an Arke, but this fellow hath gotten ſome new revelation, | 


and hee is a building a huge thing like a Cheſt almoſt ſo long,e+c, 
| So youthink the man is not inhis right wittes ! Bretheren you cafily 
perſwade your ſelves, that this good man was laden with theſe 
/ſcoffes, and the like behind his backe, and like alſo before. his face, 
'andto his very tecth. For wicked wittes will never ceaſc  pyving at 
| thoſe goodthingsthat croſſetheir ſence and reaſon, Yet Noah obeyed, 
| went on, built the Arke, that is, was obedientto God in athing that 
made him ridiculous to the world. So will true Faith do, it will 
make a man obey the Lord in thoſe'aftions by which hee ſhallmake 
| himſelfe a derifion to all men almoſt, and more then a derifion, a 
prey and ſpoile too. The Obedience of Faith is ſuch an Obedience 
' as will makeall men to beat Gods becke in ads of that nature as will 
; cauſe him tobe blamed and deſpiſed of all the world, as vie ſeein 
' Abraham, in Moſes, and in all thoſe almoſt that are reckoned upin 
the 11. of the Heb, Becauſe it makes a man firmely and ſtedfaſtly to 
; apprehend greater good things and greater evill then thoſe that arc 
| ſeene, and ſo thoſe viſible ones do not ſway him and rule on him ; 


| for hee that ſees agreater danger orevill, will caſtly caſt himſclfe upon 
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Noab, 
x farre lefſe to ſhun the greater, ſo contrarily agood thing, And ſo 
much for Neahs goodneflce before the floud, | | 

Now ſce in and after thefloud /how he carricd himſelfe. Hee en- 
tred into the Arke as God bad him, and, commirred himſelte to 
Gods protcQion truſting on him for ſafety. Here was no maſt, oare, 
rudder, canvaſſe or marriners to ſtcere and guide this veſſell, a won- 


C aA e.6.) 


der it was that the billowes did not caſt ic-overand over, thar they 


riſhed with all its burden. But in went Noah taking all the Beaſts 
with him, aſſuring himfelfe to be ſafe, for ſo God had told. Here 
is an excellent at of faith, even to uſe Gods meanes of attaining the 
good things promilcd,. and there reſt himſclte withour any further 
carking and perplexity of mind. . This wasthe a tof Noahs faithall 
the loudtime, hee heard it raine as if Heaven and Earth would come 


did not breake the barres by their continued rage, and that it had nor 


together, he perceived the cloudesto be in a fury with the ſonnes of 


quict, and made account, that himſclfe and his houſhold ſhould do 


well enough inall this confuſion of nature. Hee had Bearcs, Lions, 
Tigers, Wolves and al! manner of devouring beaſts within the Arke, 
hee was never awhit afraid of ſuch neighbours, bur reſted: himſelfe 
peaccably upon Gods promiſes. O Bcloycd that we could do ſo 
for our ſoules, for our eſtates, for every thing, uſe Gods meancs, 
and then promiſe our ſelves the wiſhed effe&, and trouble our ſelves 
with no further feare and diſmayedneſle as S.Peterſaich, doing well 
and not being diſmayed with any feare. O how happy would our 
lives be in the midſt of adcluge of dangers, if we could thusenter 
into our cloſers as it were, and ſhut the doore: I meane uſe Gods 
meancs and reſt on him; | 

| Againe, Noah continued in the Arke till God bad him come our 

hee perccived the waters to ceaſe raging, hee diſcovered the tops of 
[the mountaines : hee ſends our the diſcoverers, the Raven and the 
Dove, and learnes by them great abatement, and he ſees with his 
eyes all day when he had removed the top of the Arke, yet hee. 
ſtirres not out ti]]l God bad him goe out, who had bidden him gocin, 
So muſt you do my Bretheren, you mutt tarry in the Arke as it were 
ſo long as God ſces fit and not make haſt our of it of your owne heads. 


Be ſo long in affliction as God will have you, goe not out till hec 
| leade you out, you may wiſh the time of deliverance, and. ſend out 
the Raven and the Dove, uſe the beſt meancs you canto helpe your 
ſclves, eſpecially by prayers to. God, and you may remove the co- 
vcring of the Arke, you may looke round about by fairh, and with 
joy ſce your deliverance comming forward, but keepethis as a cecr- 
taine concluſion, not to ſtirre out of anyeſtare though never ſotrou- 
bleſome, till you have good warratit from God going before and 
guiding you. | X 
Now at laſt ſce what good Nob did after the floud, hee built an 
| H 
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men, the waters raged and roarcd, and through the windowes hee | 
might ſee how all was changed intoa Sea, yet there he kept himſelfe | 
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The  Exantple of CuHar, 6, 
Altar to God and offered ſacrifice in thankes for his deliverance, and 
in a delire to frame his houſhold ro true piety, and to eſtabliſh the 
worſhip of God amongſtthem,  O I each of us learnecatetully to 
acknowledge Gods gevdneſſe in great deliverances, and to offer 
him the ſacrifice of praiſe, if hee have ſafe guarded us'from the ra- 
ging flouds of adverſity and calamity. And let us be carctull ro 
eltabliſh and ſerup the worſhip of' God in onr families, and amongſt 
our people publikely and privately my way. Build Gods altar, 
offer Gods ſacrifices, I meane exerciſe Gods religious worſhip, 
pray, heare, read, meditate, come to the Sacraments: fer not 
Gods ordinances at variance. Doe not picke qUarrells with any one 
ofthem, exalt not one to depreſſe another, let chem all goe togerher 
in their times, and eſpecially performe the true meaning of rheſe (a- 
crifices. Offer up the ſacrifice of Chriſt in a perpetuall renewing 
of the memorial! thereof in your ſoules ro God and renewing of your 
faith in it, offer up the ſacrifice of a conrite ſpitit and broken heart, 
ſizhing daily for daily finnes and infirmities, offer the ſacrifice of 
carneſt prayers for all good things, and of hearty praiſcs for what 
wee have received already, and offer up your ſelves to God by 
him to be ſanRified ro doc him faithfull ſervice in all holy obedience 
toall his holy lawes. Betrucly, heartily, uprightly religious and de- 
voute in your whole lives. 

But next, Noah planted a vineyard, hee fell to husbandry, for my 
part ) doubt not bur that God had made vines from the firſt, and 
that though wee heare of no vineyard, yet'there might have beene 
ſtore of them. But howſocver Noh ſet himſelfe to his calling, to 
husbandry. O let us every man follow him and give himſelfero his 
husbandry and his vincyard, the tradeſmans trade is his vineyard, 
every mans calling is his vineyard, be like Noah fall to planting and 
dreſſing this vine. Abhorre idlenefſe, have ſome vineyard, O how 


| miſerable is hee that hath nothing to do £ O how unhappy athiog is it 


to be inthe world as a cipher in Arithmeticke, 

But laſtly, Noah is a faithfull Prophet, and pronounceth Gods 
curſe even againſt his owne ſonnes, herein he becomes to us a pat- 
cerne of fidelity in the calling of a Miniſter; even to denounce all 
things that God puts into our mouthes againſt all perſons, how neere 
and deare ſocver they be, and fo of all Governours, to puniſh their 
infcriours without partiality, wharſoever theiroffences be. 

Andrhus you have Neahs goodneſle, of his badneſſe we have ſome- 
thing related too, | 

Firſt, that hee dranke of the wine which he had planted fo over- 
liberally, as that hee was drunken, in his drunkenneſſe diſcovered his 
nakedneſſe, being beſides himſelfe with excefle of wine, he had not 
care to keepethoſe parts covered which nature would have to be con- 
cealed. So' his Some Cham finding him lying in this immodeſt fs 
ſhion, was ſcandolizedand drawne into a great offence. 

Here we learaero take heed of drunkenneſſe, and of all immodeſt 
| | | Carriages 
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carriage, which _ bad in caſe of drunkenneſſe, muſt necds be | 
worſe when a man is ſober and hath ability ro conſider better what 

hedoth, and to refraine from ſach unſeemely deeds. Brethren, if 
any of you have beene drunken, if any have in his drinke or 
otherwiſe perpetrated immodeſt and leud ads, I beſcech you lcarne 
of Noah to repent of it,and be aſſured that upon your repentance 
you ſhall finde pardon. And I pray make not your ſoules bolder to 
perſiſt in drunkennefſe, by abuſing Noahs example, for he offended | 
but oncethis way, and through weakeneſſe it may ſeeme, inthat be- 
ing deſirous to refreſh himſelte after ſo long penſiveneſle in the floud, 
he was freer then was fir. Let not his once offending out of weak- 
neſſe make you bold to doe the ſame finne 100 and 100 times, yea 
be you more carcfull ro avoid that treſpaſſe which ſped fo ill with 
Noah. Drunkennefſe will make cvery man diſcover his nakedneſle, if 
not of body yet of minde. There is no crime ſo notorious, but the 
drunken man will caſt himſclfe into ir, if occaſion offer ir ſclfe, as 
we may fee allo in Lot, Where{ore know yee that a good man may 
be overtaken through infirmity with ſome ſuch groſle ſinne, but he 
will not wallow in this mire, he will not allow himſelfe in the pra- 
Giſe of it, and give over himſclfe to be drunk day by day, weeke by 
weeke. And as for theſe grofle externall as of evill, you are to be 
ſo much morecarcfull ro avoid them, by how much God hath given 
you more power to forbearethem, for a man hath powerif he willto 
forbeare drinking, and therefore if he doe not leavethis fault, itis be- 
cauſe hee will not, and 'the cuſtome of finning doth make the will 
ſo inthralled ro evill that a man will needs doe it, not needs muſt 
doe it, whither he will orno, which is ſo farre from excufing the faulr, 
that it aggravates it exceedingly. 

Yea beloved take heed of all immodeſt and undecent carriages,by 
diſcovering the ſhamefull parts : for if this were a finne in a drunken 
[man, that had not underſtanding to know he did amifſe, how much 
; more in a man that is ſober which knowes he doth cvill and will 
| do© It, 

| Now you have Noahs faults and his vertues. Looke upon his crof- 
ſes and his benefits. 

His croſſes were beſides the common miſcries of mans life which| Noats croſſes 
| he ſuffered together with others, Firſt, he ſpent his time in vaine Prea- hab yh 
ching and no man regarding it. preaching, 

Secondly, he lived to ſec all mankinde deſtroyed and to behold} |, 
a fearcfull deluge, and for a whole ycere and more (for the floud| fc all man- 
began on the ſecond moneth and ſeventh day of his 600 yeere, and| kind deſtroyed 
he came not out of the Arke till the twenty ſeven day of the ſecond 
moneth of his 601, yeare) hewas asit were impriſoned in the Arke, 
ſhot up amongſt the beaſts and other creatures, 

Thirdly, he had agraceleſſe wicked ſonne and was put himſelfe| z Hee had 
to pronounce a curſe againſt him with his owne mouth in the name Nicks ton. 
hol God, for he did ir not out of anger e- diſtemper, but as a Prophet| 
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_ . inthe Nameof God and by his inſtigation and authority, 
Op 9d Laſtly hee lived to ſee his oflpring after the loud grow very naught 
nawghe, * | and ſuffer fearefull puniſhments. Hee ſaw the building of the tower 
| of Babel, the diſperſion of men from Babel, the halving and quartering 
| of mens ages, the univerſall overſpreading of idolatry, in ſo much 
J-fn.24 2» | that Abrahams father Nahor and Terah did not eicape it. Thele croflcs 
| did Noah ſuffcr., 
| Buckle your ſelves to crofles, and be thankfull if you have nor felt 
ſo gricvous cvills and uniyerfall as thoſe of Noah. Wee ſhould make 
our owne miſcrics more tollerable by comparing them with the grea- 
[ter miſeries of better men then our ſelves, that have gone before us 
[in the like and worſe. Have you leud children e ſo had Noah. Doe 
you labour in vaine in your places 2 ſo did Ne. Doththe worldrun 
{all ro wickednefle 2 ſodid it in Noahs dayes. 
Againe let us feare to fall into thoſe finnes of his which did bring! 
upon him great milcrie. Be nor drunke leaſt you become a ſcandal| 
'ro many through your evill carriage, and leaſt God fcr you to fome 
\worke as contrary to your good like as it was to Noah, when h:e was 
|faine to pronounce a cur!e againſt his owne child. Now goe and 
|thinke of thecrofles of Noah to fright thy {clte from (1n. 
His benefies., | And laſt of all confilcr his benefits, 1. Hee tound favour with 
Mae mig? God, thatis, God made knovrne his love and kindenelleto him, made 
© © him knowthat he loved, liked and accepred himto lite, foiris reſti- 
fied of divers others, Now lubourto be good, incourage your elves] 
\inpiety, with God you ſhall find favour, hce will make manifeſt his 
[love and kindenefſe to youthough men ſeeme to disfavour you, and. 
the love of God is athing fo pretious and comfortable, that itmay| 
well overweigh all the anger wrath and diſpleaſure of men. Jf God 
favour you no matter who hateth you, and this all Gods people may] 
be ſaid to find, by walking in the wayes of rightcouſnefſe with Noh, 
for God isno? an accepter of perſons. 
2. Hz was di-| Againe Noah was dirc&cd by God to a courſe of ſaving himſclfe 
rected by G29 fromthe floud with his family and many othcr crearur-s, and accor- 
ving hun{{lic| dingly did eſcape the common deftrution. This is 2 ſpeciall favour 
prey es of God to deliver his people from common calamitics, eſpecially 
#4 !{thaterernall deſtruction of hell fire thr muſt overwhelme the world, 
| This bencfir God will giveto all his S1ints, and ſatery alſo from com- 
'mon calamities when the time ſcrves, and fo farre as is fit, ifrhey 
| ſtrive againſt the common finnes by monrning and oppoſe the ſame, 
(God will beanarke unto tkem inthe midſt of a deluge, and rhey gray 
[triumph as David, I will not feare thouzh the waters rage, and though 
| the mountaines be caſt into the mid(} of the ſea, asthen they were, Let 
all Gods people ſet themſelves reſolutely againſt common ſinnes, and 
| God will preſervethem from common judgements. 
| 3 TheLordac-/ Thirdly, The Lord accepted his ſacrifice, and reſolved hee 
cepred tus 1-, wonld not drowne the world any more, and made a covenant with 
| | Noah and all creatures, confirming it by the raine-bow, as ; ligne 
| thereot. 


Plal-46.2,3. 
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thereof, So God did ſhew his goodneſle ro Nob, and gavehim do. 
, minion over all creatures, and power to cate fleſh, which before God 

, had given them no warrant to doe, and therefore I ſuppoſe thegodly | | 
did not uſually unlefſein ſacrifice ifrhen. And herein the Lord was | | 
) 

$ 


gratious to Noah, that for his ſake he made acovenant. Apd he wasa | 
foure of Chrilt in whom the Lord did make acovenant with all man. | 
kind, then the ſecond time, notto deſtroy them with cternall deſtru- 


t ion, ifthey would truſt in his mercy, and repent oftheir finnes. For 
< this temporall covenant was a ſhadow of that eternall, into which all | 
- mankind was againe admitted through Chriſt thatwasto come. But 
$ they did ſoone caft of this covenant in running to other gods, which 


may ſceme to be the onely ſfinnetharthen did caſt the committers quite | 
out of the covenant, other ſinnes did keepe them from injoying the | 
goodthings of the covenant; bur this did caſt them our of ir altogether, 
ſo that having runne into that they were no longer in the covenant, 
Now {ce Gods grace more fully to us, that hath renewed this covenant ' 
which is in Chriſt more evidently, and take we heede of caſting our 
ſelves out of it againe, by following ſtrange Mediators and Jeſufles, as 
Ithinke the Papiſts doc. Whoſocyer doth ſecketo any other merits 
but only thoſe of Chriſt, thraſts himſelfe our of the covenant of grace, | 
and Chriſt is become of none effec unto him. | 
Laſtly, Noah had two Godly ſonnes, and this is afſingular favour to 4. He bad two 
givea mana Sem and Taphet, if he have a Cam, andthat all his ſonnes be | "IR 
not diſcoverers of their Fathers ſhame. | 
Laſtly after 950.yeares Noah died, and ſo muſt we all after not ſo | Noabs death, 
long alife, O therefore prepare wee for the comming of 
death, that it may not take us away in the midſt 
of our impenitency. 


(*,") 


on 7. ILLLLLLLT) LULLLLLEEL erf1344D 
RY ad YEN 0 7 Yo. 9% SM-O* 
| oj do 4.1: =] I-00 
NG TVS / if 
\TY **. . \ Fl = / y 
ky s« Y Y Vi. "+4 l : 
_— k 
4 


* PP. , 
JS ZD<Y), Wo A 
”* «& 


" g <4 >< - __ " _ 
A LOph, -$ \}7 > J\ 


« x 4 
bd * TM TONDS »TS; 
#8; "'&S i 
\ 


ETETE ITT SEES, 
THE SEVENTH 


EXAMPLE. 


O F 
HAM, NIMROD, 


Babilonians. 


Have offered to your conſideration the Ex- 
amples of the Old World, I proceede to 
{peake of the World that now is, as S.Peter 
Y callesit, 1. fromthe floud to _{brahaw, and 
SEA then from Abraham to the death of 7oſeph, 
| forthere the Booke of ©Aoſes called Gerefps is 
concluded. Now here firſt I will ſet before 
you the bad examples of bad men, then the 


= goodexamples of good. Otthe bad we have 
Cam, Nimred, particulars, and the builders of Babel in-an heape as 
it were, and Bf the good wee have Sem and 1aphet, and the godly 
poſterity of Sem, whoſe geneologie is noted-to ſhew the age of the 
world till Abram, Ra 

Firſt J will begin with Ham and note his- parentage afd life, for of 


his death in particular <Moſes hath made'ho mention. For his pa- 
_ | rentage, hewas the ſon of Noah borne to him: before the floud after 
his 500.ycare. for to that age lived he before he became a Father, and 
jrer that inthe whole time of his life hee had no more children, God 


[OY 


H 4 of 


Ham, 


His birth, 


bs. 


| 


His life» 


| $80 Gs No! 
| of purpoſe it may ſceme giving him but few children, becauſe his 


In which 
1.His benefits, 
he was (ſaved 

| in the Arke 
from the .Des 


luge. 


The, Example of Cuav.6, 


minde was*to begin the preſent world with a few, as he did the 
firſt with one man, thar ſo his bleſſing in the large increaſe of man. 
kinde afterwards might be more evidently diſcovered. Butthe youn- 
geſt ſonne was this Ham. 

Now for his. life I marke three things 1n it. Firſt,the great benefits 
God beſtowed upon him. Secondly, the great finnes he committed, 
ve es great puniſhments which God inflited upon him for his 
innes. 

Firſt, God vouchſafed to ſave him inthe Arke from the Deluge 
of waters, ſo that he periſhed not with the world, bur eſcaped with 
his Father and Brethren, Ir was a ſpeciall and fingular favour,tomake 
himone of the few, that's, ou perſons that were delivered from 
the raging waves, andenjoyed the benefit of a miraculons preferva- 
tion of that little handfull of men, whereof the Church viſible did 
then conſiſt. Wee ſee that one was an Hypocrite, a diſſcmbler, a 
wicked unſancified man, who though he continued a protcſſour of 
therrue religion, and worſhipper of rhe true God with his Father and 
Brethren, yet was deſtitute of true picty and continued graceleſſe, a 
ſervant. of finne, voide of due reverence and charity rowards his 
aged Father, Gods Miniſter and the moſt holy man of all thoſe times, 
and ſerved God with them alone in outward forme and faſhion. For 
had he beene truly good he would not have run into ſo foule a fin, at 
leaſt he would not haye perſiſted init without —_— as he did. 

Sec then that the Lord ſhewes a great deale of patience, long-ſuffe- 
ring and goodneſſe to hypocrites in the Church, and makeththem 
partakers of all outward benefits and priviledges whichare beſtowed 
upon the Church : ſo did 1ſhmael live in Abrahams family along 
time, and Eſaulonger in 1ſaacs.So Core, Dathan,_Abiram, and the reſt 
; of thoſe rebels and murmurers were brought out of Egypt, paſled 
| thorough the ſea, ſawthe miracles,and did care Manna,and drunk wa- 
rer out of the rock,and were ſhadowed wirh the cloud, and conducted 
by the pillar of fire among the reſt of the ſons of 7acob. And I pray you 
totake heed by this warning, of priding and pleaſing your ſelves in 
this,that you be members of rhe Church,eſcape divers puniſhments,cn- 
joy many mercies,live in good eſteeme among the godly, and carne 
away as great credit as any other men in the Church. All this befell 
Cham a wicked Hypocrite,and at laſt a damned Reprobate.lIt isa dan- 
gerous thing to'flatter our {elves in a bad eſtate andto couzen our ſelves 
wich falſe arguments,making our ſelves to truſt upona falſe concluſion, 
and to judge our ſelves Gods children and in the ſtare of ſalvation, 
upon ſuch reaſons as have no verity nor fiability in them. You live 
in the true', Church, ſo. did Cham, you live amongſt godly men, 


have beene borne of godly parents, have beene inſtruſted in the 
doQtrineof godlineſſe, ſo was Cham: you have eſcaped great puniſh- 
ments, cnjoycd great benefits, and beene well reputcd of by godly 
/ men: all this befell Cham, and- all this notwithſtanding Cham =_ 
curſe 
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curſed and damned and ſo may you, In after times, the Jewes brag- 
ged ofthe Temple of the Lord, and the Temple of rhe Lord arc 
we, and yet the Lord rejefed them and caſt them our of his ſight. 
[In Chriſts daics the Jewes bragged that Abraham was their Father, 
for Toby Baptiſſ's warning would not ſerve the turne ro make them for- 
beare ſuch idle boaſting of their Pedigree, but 'our Saviour tellerh 
them that the Divell was their Father z yea 145 himſclfe was one 
of Chriſts Familie and Diſciples and Apoſtles, and truſted with the 
|bag, and yet a Divell. O therefore beguile nor your ſ{clves with ill 
| grounded hopes and build not upen —_— foundarion. 

| If you fay unto mee, why therf®you leave vs in uncertainty 
land affoord vs no {urc pillar upon which to ground our hopes. 

| 1anrfwer, not fo, but 1 will turne you to jome Texts of Scrip- 
ture thar ſhail give you ſure arguments of comfort, from which if 
'you can concluce your iclyes Gods people, that you are fo indeed 
\20d nur alone in ſhew, your comforts will hold water as it were in 
[rhe day of death and judgement. Jerem 7.3. the Prophet bids them 
| thoroughly amend their wates and their doings and not truft in lyin: 
| words. Loe thorouzh and univerſall reformation of heart and life, 
thar, that isrhe onely ſufficient proofe of being Gods children, and 
{uch as ſhall inheric his Kingdome: allchatcan be alledged withour 
this is no better then lying words which will deceive. to Tohn dic 
after teach rhe Jewes, MH 42.3.9. Say nt wee have Abraham for our 
Father, that Allegarion will prove fruitlefle if ic goe alo1e, but what 
muſt they doe more 2 Bring forth fruits meete for repentance, that is, 
frame your ſelves to athorough reformation of your hearts and lives, | 
and ſo S. John teacheth, Hee that deth good is of God, hee that doth| 3.Egiit of robn 
evill hath wot ſeene God, whoſoever he be that makes fo good uſc ot ”w_ 
thoſe helpes which God hath for that end provided in his Church, 
as to attaine true repentance, true amendment of life, that is, a con- 
ant and upright care and endeayour to caſt away all tranſgreſſions 
and make him a new heart and anew ſpirit, reſolving in nothing to 
finne, but inall thingsto walke according to the direRtion of Gods 
Word, and where he faileth ſtill continuing to lament and confeſle 
| it before God, judging himſelte, and craving pardon and helpe in\ 
the name of Chriſt, that man ſhall be ſaved, that man 5 a ſolid | 
Chriſtian, that manis not a Cham, ler him rejoyce in God as a rrue 


| member of the Church : but whatſoever clſe may be cither had or 
| done withoutthis bringing forth fruits worthy of repentance, is no 
, morethen way be alledged by ſome Cham or other. Thereforeagaine, 


I beſeech you ſatisfie not your ſelves with other things, but apply 
your ſelvesto this amendment of heart and life with all ſpeed and 
with all diligence. Let Cham be your warning,truſt not in lying words. 
And further, now that you ſee in the Arke among the. cight 
perſons one Hypocrite, who did afterwards evidently diſcover 
his hypocriſie, learneto know that there will be ſuch in the Church 
to the worlds end, as were alſo in the family of TAHbraham, Jae, | 
L | Tacob, 
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| 1. He was a |that he wasan Hypocrite,/ one that contented himſclfe with a bare 
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| Jacob, David,Hezekiah and other good men, even tares among the! 
| 
; wheate, and goares among the ſheepe, and untruitfull branches inthe! 
| vine, that you may learne as to feare your ſelves, ſo eſpecially tg 
| ſatisfic your owne hearts,and not to be offended by the like accident 
in your owne times, If a man that hath long lived in an orderly 
courſe of life and gotten himſelfe the name ot a good man, and en. 
joycd many benefits inthe Church, ſhall afterwards fall quite away 
from goodnefſe, and manifeſt himſclfe to have beene no better then 
a Cham, lct not this trouble you nor diſmay you, neither take you 
occaſion from their wickedneſſe ro condemne cither goodneſle it: 
ſclfe or good men, asto ſay that they be all difſemblers, there is ne. 
ver a better in the pack, but improve their fall to the making of 
your ſelves more watchfull over your ſclves, and prayer-full for 
your ſclves: and ſtill love and honour Gods Church, though ſome 
that profcſſe themſelves ro be lively members of ir,doe maniteſt their 
guile by their utter falling away at the laſt, 
We have done with the goodnefle of God to Cham in ſuffering him! 
tolivein the Arke. Now follow his fins, | 
The firſt ſinne which we gather from that which ſucceeded is this, 


2. His Gnnes, 


Hypocnte. ! gutward ſhew of goodnefle, and did not labour for the power of ir to 
humble him, to diſcover his ſecret faults to him, and to heale his 
 foule by bringing the Image of God,cven the divine nature to him, 
; which wasalſo the finne of Caine before, and atter roo of Eſau and: 
' of Indas, and CAchitophel, and many others. Take you heed of this 
| Brethren,take you heed of this. Beware that you benot Hypocrites, 
ſatisfied with ſome cxternall ſhew of rcligiouſneſſe joyned with ci 
| vill converſation of life, freedome from groſle finnes, and orderly 
living tothe world-ward, but ſceke after the ſoule-ſpirit of godlineſle, 
'which confiſts in finding out and reforming the corruption of your 
natures, and the ſecret diſorders of your inward man. He that ſo 
praycth and heareth,thart theſe ordinances make him ſee and be hum 
bledin the fight of the filthie quagmire of ſinne that is within him, by 
which he iscarried from God to himſelfe, and to finne, and the world 

for his owne ſake, and labours to have his inſide more and more 
cleanſedand reformed, and drawne up to Godand the things of God, 
'this man is a true Chriſtian. But he that ſatisfies himſelfe in an out- 
ward forme of holy dutics and of civill honeſt converſation, not di- 
ving tothe depth of his heart, this man may proove, and it he mend 
not will proove a guilefull Cham arlaſt, 

z.He ſaw the ' But now his next ſinne is, and Ham the Father of Canaan ſaw then 

pence ot  kedneſſe of his Father. If he had ſuddenly and occaſionally come into 

Gen,g 32. | the place where Noah lay uncovered, and his eyes before he was! 
; ware, had lighted on that object, and he had prefently turned away 
| his countenance from it with gricfe 'for his old Parents fault, and 
; our of tender compaſſion, that ſeeing had beene no finne. Bur the 


| meaning is, he gave himſelfe to ſtand and gaze upon his Fathers 
uN-! 
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unbeſceming carriage and unſcemely parts, ſo as rodclight in ir, and 
thereby to ſtirre up and nouriſh in himſelfe a contempt and flight 
eſtceme of his Father. Hee did not ſee it with pitic and remarſe, 
and make the beſt of it as of a matter of infirmity, into which the 
good old man fell unawares: but he beheld it with gladnefſe, laugh- 
icr, derifion, jelting, ſporting at his Fathers nakedneſſe and miſ- 
demcanour. This 1s agreat fault to behold the finnes and offences 
chicfely of Parents and other ſuperiours,and moſt of all of godly and 
holy men, Fathers of the Church and of Religion as well as of our 
perſons, I ſay,to behold their faults with an over-open and agreedy 
eye, with ſcorne and fcoffes and contemptvf them and of picry, and 
of goodneſſe in and thoroughthem. For this certaincly comes from 
nothing elſe, but a ſecret diſlike and averſneſſe from goodnefſſe ir 
ſelfe, againſt which we areglad to pick a quarrell, and ate willing 
to have ſomewhat to objec againſt it, that wee may hinder our 
ſelves from imbracing it, and froma gladneſlc alſo to have ſomewhat 
toalleadge in excuſe of our owne naughtineſſe, and for the imbol- 
dening of our ſelves to perſiſt in it ſtill without feare, Ir is nothing 
but hypocrifie, I meane a being contented with a falſe counterfeit 
goodneſſe, yea willingneſſe ro favour and allow our ſelves in our 
owne finnes, that maketh us with joy and delight in our ſclves and 
ſcorne and contempt againſt them, to gaze upon the faults and ill 
carriages of the godly men with whom wee live, which is alſo fo 
much the more aggravated, if the reVerence which we owe them in 
regard of their places, and love in regard of their necreneſle to our 
— have nor beene able to withdraw us from ſuch injuriouſ- 
neſſe, 

- This is one finne of Ham, curſed Hamthe Father of Canaan, come 
and ex2mine yourſelves, it none of you haveated Hams part againſt 
your Parents, againſt the Magiſtrate, againſt the Miniſter, againſt 
any Chriſtian or neighbour : Have you not beheld the faults of 
any ſuch with content and gladneſle in it have you not beene 
willing to ſtand thinking of that fault* and to make-your hearts 
thereby bold to deſpiſe and ſleight them, to laugh at them and to 
cenſure them. If this have beene to a perſon neere and eminent, 
the fault receives great aggravation by that circumſtance, but if 
it have beene done to any Chriſtian min though not of ſuch 
worth or neereneflſe, or to any man at all, ir was a wickednefle to 
be abhorred, ſhewing a moſt uncharitable diſpoſition; for charity 
rejoyceth not in iniquity, that is, is not glad to ſee another commit 
ſinne, and withall an heart that is willing to hide its owne finnes 
and make them, {eeme little or nothing, and make it ſelfe bold ro 
commit them Mit by beholding other like finnes in other. men 
chiefely ſuch as arEbound in duty to be, and in reaſon fhould be 
expected to be better then ones ſelfe : hee alwaies ſees the faults 
of others ro ſome miſchievous intention and with ſome evill af- 
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king ſome- content -in this, that-ſuch and ſuch alſo be bad as well 
as himſelfe, | | 
| Now if you have runne into ſuch a fault, call it ro minde andre 
pent of ir, and know that how great ſoever the crime was, your 
| crime was as great or greater in ſo beholding, Hams thus beholding 
his Fathers nakedneſſe was worſe then his Fathers diſcovering him. 
ſelfe. And now 1 require you to make Ham your warning, doe 
not as he did, but as your owne conſciences tell you that he ſhoulg 
have done. Aske thy ſelfe if thou beeſt a reaſonable man of any 
judgement, what ſhould this ſonne have done in ſuch a caſe, ſhould 
he not have turned away his eyes from looking on ſuch a ſpeRs 
cle, ſhould he not have ſighed and mourned, and faid, alas, als, 
how hath this befalne my poore aged and godly Father, O hoy 
was he overtaken with wine that was never wont to cxcced him- 
ſelfe in foode or the like. Should he not h+ve prayed God tofor. 
give him and havetold himſclfe4in this wiſe, ah doe thou learne 0 
Cham, how weake a thing aman is, and how apt to fall into finne, 
that thy ſelfe maiſt learne ro be more watchfull, and ſo have caſt ſome 
garment overthe old man to have ſaved him from further diſgrace, if 
any other perſon might have had occaſion to approach him : Sue 
you cannot but yeeld that Chams duty had beene ro have carried him. 
ſclfe thus reſpeRively and pitifully towards his Father, doe you & 
duty bound him to doe, not as leudneſle and naughtineſſe promp., 
ted him to doe. Mend his faul;js and imitate them nor, be refor- 
mers and not followers of what was amiſle in him: Commilerat 
the ſinnes and falls of other men, chicfely Parents, Magiſtrates, Mi 
niſters, Aged men, and men of former godly converſation and. of 
vertuous and religious carriage in other —_ : I ſay commilerate 
them, pray for them, lament their weakenefſſe and their flips, take 
notice of your owne dangers and ſo wake your ſclves by their offen- 
ces. But whoſoever will contemplate ſuch dolefull ſights with glad. 
[nefle and inſultations, ſaying, Aha, aha, as David ſpeaketh of his 
| Adverfarics, that manwill colle& boldnefle to finne and impenitet- 
cie in finne, and aflcighting of rightcouſneſſe and righteous men from 
(ſuch offences, and ſo will ſtumble and fall anddeſtroy himſcltc againſt 

| thoſe blockes as they may be termed, 
But I come to another fault of Chams. He contented not himſelters 
_ mr {ee but muſt alſo blab abroad whar he hed itene, and tells ir not alone 
ks 622 |to one, butto histwo Brethren that were without and did nor ſee it 
chers naked- | Helefthis Father till uncovered, and gets him our of doores to finde 
—_ Sem and Taphet, and ſo ſoone as he met with them, reports, nvdoubt 


; laughingly and fleeringly whar he had ſcene, like mip adding allo 


words.tothis purpoſe, to draw them tothe like, id them gocin 
and they ſhould ſee ſuch a thingas they would lit ethoughtever 
to have ſeenc, , Butletus ſarisfic our ſelves to rake the faulras iris {ct 
| downe., He told the fault and told it to hisrwo Brethren rhat were 
| without and. needed not to have beene acquaigted with'their Fathers 
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nakedneſle, if hee wretched whiſperer could have commanded him-| 
ſclfc filence. | | 
So you havc in him that foule finne of whiſpering of another mans' 
| faults behind his backe, aggravated with the conſideration of the | 
perſons againſt whom he ſinned, his Father, andtowards whom, his | 
Bretheren both of them, and where, even without. Ir is a finne and * 

| wickedneſlc to ſcatter abroad the faults of others, and to divulge 
thoſe matters of diſgrace againſt them, which a man' might eafily | 
| keepeclole, if he were maſter of his mouth, and is not bound by any | 
| duty to reveale ; and eſpecially to blab them to ſuch as elſe would. 
7 not know them, and ſuch as might be moſt grieved and hurt by hea- | 
ringthem. This ] ſay is a finne, it proccedeth either from arwat- | 
ling laxative humour cauſing thata man muſt vent all he knowes, and | 


Þ be ralking, of many things, or elſe from an uncharicable diſpoſition 
, to the party whoſe name one tenders not, his perſon one loverh 
) not, lr is hurtfull ro the ſpeaker, feeding his hypocrific, making 
, himready to commit the ſame or the like finnes, and hurtfull fo the | 
gd hearer, to infe him or to grieve him, and to him of whom report 
i is made to reproach and diſcredithim, and withdraw the heart of the 
a hearcrs from him. Tr is much aggravated when the thing reported | 


is falſe and uncertaine, taken up upon meere hearelay, and the | 
perſon of whom J ſpeake, either my Parent, Brother, Friend | 
or Superior, my Magiſtrate, Maſter, or of note in the Church, | 
asa Miniſter, or eminent in goodneſle,as this juſt Noah, This was the | 
fault of Cham. | 
[call upon your conſciences to find out your finnes in the like kind, | 
if not degree, have you not ſpoken -of the faults of your govemours | 
or of others, to others meerely ro diſgrace, or elſe meerely to hold | 
up talke when other matter failed. 'Bretheren do not count this a | 
{mall offence, a talebearer, 'a whiſpercr, a revcaler of ſecrets, is no | 
ſmall offender. Hee doth not walke according to the plaine rule of | 
| our Chriſtian Religion, doe as you would be done to, he doth not bridle 
his tongue, he doth not walke according to charity. He is injurious | 
tothe name of another, and a wrong doer to the whole world, by 
ſcattering abroad cxampes of evill, hee ſhewes himſelfe no hater of 


|tranſpreſſor of Gods Commandement, and ar laſt makes himſelfe | 
' odiousto thoſe thar heare him, and to thoſe thar are ill ſpoken of by | 
oY | him. For the hearer cannot chooſe but diſcourſethus, if hee ſpare 
= not anothers name, whether will he ſpare mine in another place, and 


ill \therefore ] have no reaſon to Fruſt him or be familiar with him, and | 


he whom he hath miſreported will heare of it at laſt, and then hee 
will hate him, as a perſon treacherous and falſe-hearted, and cannot 
| but reaſon thus with himſelfe, fo long I have lived by him and ſo 
| neare, ſo often have I beene in his company, hee never opened his 
mouth to admoniſh me, but in mine abſence to do me diſgrace hee 
\harh not beene ſparing. It cannot be that he wiſherh my good a his 

| I cart, 


rs IS 


ſinne, that lovesas it were the ſmell and ſavour of ir. He isa manifeſt | 


85 


Whiſpering is 


a great lin, 


! 
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| heart, that uſcth nor his tongue to do me the greatclt good, thatis, to 
| reforme, bur doth imploy it todoe me the greateſt hurt hecan, that 
| is,to diſgrace me. | 
| Therefore if you have beene whiſperers,'ſce the faultand be ſorry, 
' It is a Cham liketreſpaſſe; And now charme your tongues I pray you, 
as from all cvill language, ſo ſpecially from telling other mens ſecret 
' ſinnes abroad, and making that open which might have beene well 
| kept cloſe: Whoſoever hath made his Brothers faults, eſpecially a 
| Parents or the like, open to any man, ifhe himſelfe might have kept 
' them from that one without finne, hath. commirred a finae in ſo doing. 
| Further then wee are moved by the neceſſity of our duty to reveale 
' other mens offences, we are bound in duty to conceale them, farther 
'rhen it would haye beene a finne not to have ſpoken of them, ir can- 
{not bur be ainne rotalke ofrhem. You muit nor thinke, thatir is at 
; your liberty to declare your neighbours ſecret faults, when you will 
| your ſelves, you would not have others deale ſo with you. As wee 
| may not lawfully hurt our neighbours body till ſome necefliry of dury 
| bind us, ſo neither his name, for the ninth Commandement, at leaft 
[the fift requireth to be as chary of thar,asthe fixt doth to be chary of 
his body. Ceaſe, ceaſe to be whiſperers, above all take heed you 
bee not worſe then Chams, for hee ſpake nothing but whar he ſaw 
with his owne eyes, O do not you dare to ſpeake what you never 
| {aw,but either conjecture alone of your owne head,or haveonely heard 


' of others, 
Thus wee have done with Chams fault, now let us confider his pu- 

niſhments. 
3. His puniſh-] God curſed him in his ſonne Carazn, not that himſelfe in perſon 
mens. curſe) Was exempted, burthat the curſe ſhould ſhew ir ſelfe moſt apparently 
him in his ſoo] UPON Can, and that 7/rae! might be more encouraged to goe up 
Cangen. againſt the Canoizes, a nation antiently curſed of God, and his curſe 
ſtandeth in this, that he ſhould be a ſervant of ſervants, nor ſo much 


to men, although that alſo in that was underſtood and fulfilled,burto 
Idols, to finne, to Satan. So Cham by diſcovering his Fathers fault 
gets a grievous curſe upon himlelte and his poſterity. 

O learne to terrific. your ſelves from this finne, by threatning your 
ſelves with this curſe. Shall ] provoke God to curſe me and my chil- 
dren after me ? ſhall I ſow the ſeed of miſery for my ſelfe and thoſe 
that are tocome of my body hereafter 2 Ler Gods ſeveriry uponthoſe 
| whereof himſelte hathgiven us knowledge inthe word, make us care- 
Full to preſerve our ſelves from their offences, and to that ler us both 
j acknowledge our owne aptnefle to the ſame crimes, and inabiliry to 
; deliver our ſ{clves fromthem, as alſo crave at the hands of God the 
| gracious helpe of his Spirt to preſerve us. 
| , any demand, But why ſhould the curſe fall on Canaan for Cham 
' fault 2 | 


I Anſwer, The Lord hath all the children of all wicked men 0) 


| farre obnoxious to his juſtice, that it cannot be a wrong in him - 
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puniſh the Fatherinthe ſonnes,ortheſonnes in the Parents, So have we 
done with Cham. ——— 
The next bad man of whoſe badneſſe the Holy Ghoſt takesnotice 
is Nimrod, Hee was the fourth from Noah, and thus his geneologic 
riſeth, Noah, Cham, Cuſh, Nimrod. His name fignificth wee will re- | | 
bell, or ar:bell, whitherby chance orotherwiſe giveato him z of him RR 
this one thing alone is noted, that hee began to be mighty in the earth, 

Gen.to.s. hee was a mighty hunter before the Lord, 1n{omuch rhac bis 
name gave occaſion to a proyerbiall ſpeech, if any man would dc- 
ſcribe a violenttyrannicall fellow, he would ſay, 4s N: mrod the mighty 
hunter. By hunter here is not meant an hunter ot bcaits, but an han- 
ter of men, the word tranſlated hunting may well be engliſhed foode 
or prey, and hee may be called a man of prey, thar is, of ſpoileand 
. Hee was the firſt that affeed to cret a Mnnarchie, and to | Th. 6:6 thar 
make himſelfe a commander over men by force and ſtrength of armes, | trove co erett 
ſothat his finne, was ambition, uſurparion, tyranniſing, rhar is,a vi- | *Monarcive. 
olcnt inforcing mento yeeld ro his dominion, whether they would or 
not, though he had no right ortitle ro command overthem, for hee 
was the ſonne of Cham, who was the youngeſt of Noahs ſonnes, and 
withall accurſed of God to be a ſervant of ſervants, and yct he would 
make himſclfe a commander over others, and we have it noted whart 
City he began firſt ro ere his ryrannie in, viF, Babel, whence it may 
ſcemethe plague ſpoken of afterwards did drive him, and yerhe left 
not but went to other Cities, and made his domiſnion till larger and 


Nimrod, 


W 1s 28 a tyrant 
and ambinio..s, 


larger. 

pill of him to take heed of ambition and tyranny, J need not 
topray you to forbeare a tyrannicall uſurpation over Cities and na- 
| tions, bu: cake you heed of thar degree of tyranny which is incident 
| to men of your ranke, even of carrying out your owne will againſt 
cquity and right. A tyrant is an odious name, this mighty hunting 
made N:mrod infamous, he did openly profefle and praftiſe it, which 
ſcemeth ro be meant by calling him mighty hunter inthe fight of God, 
; He cared not for God nor man, but openly and in the ſight of God 
and man attempted to ſubdue the nations and people round about 
him, and to make himſelfe agreat commander, Put away from you 
, ambition, vaine glory, coyctouſnefle, violence, and all rhoſe finnes 
| which are tog-ther wrapped up in this one word tyranny ; fo I have 


, done with theſe two particular ſinners. 

. I goe on to ſer before you a troupe of ſinners all at once, whereof 
if I conceive that Nimrod was the ringleader, for it was done at Babylon 
h his City which he built, and which he had conſtituted the head and 
0 

c 


Mctrapolitan City of his dominion. The fault you have ſet downe, 
Gen.11.2,3,4. vis. that paſſing through the countrey Eaſtward from | Th. pablo. 
the place where Noah lived, and mecting with a very fruitfull plaine | nians. 
" | in the land of Shinar , thar IS, of Chaldea, they conſulted ro make Their faults, 
brickes (for thatthe countrev afforded nor hewne ſtone, ) androuſe 
a kind of naturall morcar or flimethar — in that place in _ 
2 0 
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Carnali con- 
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ObRknacie, 


x Vaine-glory 
a finne, 
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| 


got a ſtrong City and 
an exceeding high rower, joyned with a confident perſwaſion tha 
they ſhould fave themſclves from any miſchiefe and calamity, by 
meanes of their City, The occafion that did further them to this 
worke is, thatthey were all of onelanguage, and ſo would eaſily agree 
upona bad thing, and thatthey mer with a fit place, and had fir matter 
bricke and flime, and thatthey were ſo fully bent upon ir to finiſhthig 
thcirrower, thatno meanes was left to ſtopthem, but Gods comming 
downe upon them with ſome heavy chaſtiſement, I conceive that they 
| had finiſhed, or neere finiſhed their City, and were now ſetting apace 
and eagerly about the tower, afore the Lord did crofſe them by tha! 
; puniſhment, For ſecing Babel was the beginning of Nrmrods King- 
| dome, and that he could not have finiſhed it after the diviſton of! 
(tongues, if he had not done it wholly, or for the moſt part before, it 
| will follow in likelihood, that they were permitted to ſettle therea 
| long while, and to finiſhtheir'Ciry. But whenthey grew ſo mad that 
\ with a City they would have a Tower, as it were to outface God and 
fave them from diſperſion in deſpight of him, then it was high time 
for the Lord himſelfe ro oppoſe them. Here there are 3. finnes, 
1. Vaine-glory, 2. Carnall confidence, 3. Wilfulneſſe and obſtinacy, 
| Vaine-glory, torthey ſought aname by an exceeding ſtrong Ciry and 
. high Tower. 2. Carnall confidence, for they imagined to make 
'themſelves ſafe from diſperſion and miſery, by meanes of that City! 
'and Tower. 3. Obſtinacy, becauſe that God himſelfe witneſſeth! 
\they were ſo fully bent upon their projeRs, that except by violence, 
| there was no way to ſtop them in their artempts. Here be 3.ſ{innes in 
the Babel-builders Tower. | 
| They gave themſelves to earthly mindednefle in hunting afcer a 
'name, and this they would get forſooth, by ſuch a building as the' 
| world had never ſeene the like for greatneile and height, and never 
| ſhould ſee. Be not you vaine-glorious, ſtudying to doe ſomecarthly 
vaine thing, for which you may be talked of farre and neere, and for 
along time. This is vaine-glory, the vice by which men affeQto be 
| famous and much talked of, and magnified in the world for ſome 
great earthly matter that they havegotten, for getting agreat deale of | 
riches together, for raifing their family, for a finc houſe, for being! 
[the firſt char did ſuch or ſuch a thing or the like. Be nor I ſay vaine- 

glorious, 
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glorious, let not your hearrs affct this foaming froth of mens tongues. 
Care notfor ſuch kinde of praiſes and commendations : bur ſet your 
hearts upon berrer rhings,toget you a name in Heaven, and incarth to 
be good, holy, juſt. Praiſe is athing which the Apoſtle commandeth 
asto follow, but by praiſe he meancth praiſe. worthy things,notpraiſe 
i ſelfe further then it is a neceſſary effeft and companion of Gings 
|praiſc-worthy. Be good for conſcience ſaketo God, that ſo you ma 
'have,though you ſecke not after it,good cſtceme of men and their good 
reports. This yaine-glory will ſo choake all true defire of goodneſſe 
2ndall true goodneſle, tharat laſt it will make youto fall intothat high 
degree of Hypocrilic, as withthe Phariſees you ſhall doe all your deeds 
[to be ſcene of men,andif you doe any good thing, ſhall cyen looſe your 
| reward in Heaven, 
| Bur againe, take heede alſo of carnall confidence, that is, promi- 
your ſelycs ſafety from any afflition in reſpe& of any outward 
thing. That is carnall confidence, to make ones ſelfe belceve that he 
ſhallconrinue ſecure from all carchly dangers in reſpeR of a Citie, a 
|Tower, a friend, agrear cſtare, or the like. Alas, all theſe things 


|be vanity and lics, they are the arme of flcſh. Truſt not in Princes, 


[oft not in Horſes or in Chariots, truſt not in wiſedome, truſt not 
inman. The Holy Ghoft doth every where diſſwade men from this 
vaine confidence, and pronounceth acurſe againſt them that eruſt in 
feſh and tells them that they withdraw their hearts from God. He 
that conceiverh ſo well of any carthly rhing as to promiſe himſclfe 
ſafety from that, is made careleſſe by that of ſeeking Gods favour, 


_ andobcying God, and ſecking to him and truſting on him. 
t is a fearefill nnc, and yet acommon one, hardly can men keepe 
their hearts from committing this idolatry, you muſt humbly pray 
to God to diſcover to you the vanity of all carthly and terrenc 
things, and to ſhew his Omnipotency and All-ſufficiency, that ſo he 
may be your confidence and your dread. 

Laſtly, beware of that finne of wilfullneſſe and obſtinacie, that 
areſo bent upon an evill courſe, as no words nor other like meanes 
will turne you from your ill courſes, this was the finne of ZLes 
ſonnes, of Pharaoh, of Iſracl, of Amazich. This is a fore-runner 
of miſchiefe, Hee that hardens his heart againſt a veproefe Pe ſurely 
[come to miſchiefe, let no man ſtay him, When the Lord ſees thar 
words will not ſerve the turne, he comes with rods, and if the rod 
will not divert men from their evill paths, then ſwords muſt. 
Wherefore put you on a flexible and traQable diſpoſition, and 
| heart that will cafily be diſſwaded from an evill way. Pray to God 


pray to him to give you a minde full of light that may quickly dif- 
cerne evill, andan heart full of ſoftneſſe that may quickly be with- 


drawne from it. 


Y 


andis ſo carneſt aftcr that, as hee will noe have leaſure to thinke of 


Now confider the puniſhments, God comes downe to ſee, that is,| Their ad 
takes notice of their finne and wilfullneſſe in it, and therefore oo ment, * 
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| fules with himſclfe, the Father with the Sonne and Holy Ghoſt 19: 
' gae downe (by the powerfull worke of his haad and ro confound 
their languages, and by thar meancs to ſtop their worke and ſcatter 
| them thence, from which cffc&t the world did call that Citic babe 
or confuſion, ſo initead of great honour and a great name, they! 
gate ſhime and- confulion, and were thence diſperſed, from whence 
they expeRed ſafety .trom diſperſion. Thus.God catcherh the wic- 
ked--in' their owne devices, brings miſchicfe. on chem from tha 
wherein they truſted for ſatery, and ſhame tromthat from which they 
expected glory. Yea ſec here, that God hath ſtrange and unwonted 
puniſhments tolay upon ſinners, for who would have ever had a dreame 
ot ſuch a thivg as this, viz.t» havethem made unable ro:i{peake rhtir 
mother languages, and all of a ſodaine to ſpeake gibriſh one ro ang 
ther. So powertull is God over man that he cantake from hun, 'his 
tongue, : his:wit, his ſoulc, all things in a moment. | 

The punith- | \Tt was an'heavie chaſtiſement making way to much ignorandt 
nnmermbens. and. barbariſme, and: to much. warre and bloudſhed,, and to4 
heavic puniſh-| great eſtrangement among munkinde, and to great toile and li 
_ bour for the getting of all learning , and- caufing much errour 
and miſtaking in all Arts and Sciences chicfely in 'Rehgion, !!f 
that next to-our:caſting out of Paradiſe: and to the flond ir defer 
veth the-name. of the: heavieſt puniſhment: thar the world hath felt; 
yea in reſpe& of. the ſucceſſion of men it was' worſe: ther the flak; 


a that onely drowned the-men who lived. in the preſent time; :ths 
hath drowned in ignorance and: etrour all {ucceeding-times.. Letis 
| feare the Lord ovr 'God who onely doth wonderfull things, and &@ 
\tell how to plague his enemics with heavie ſcourges, We have now 
EE finiſhed the Examples of theſe bad men, 1 


hs chairs] Looke to the good, Ser and Tapher,and Sems poſterity to Abram, 

ucs,they coves} Of Sem note his good deed, his reward and his death z for his gobd 

EDEN | deed, it was common with him and Japhet, they wetit backward 

Gen 923, {andfſo covered their Fathers nakedneſſe, that they might nor ſee] | 
' partly out of modeſty, and partly out of filiall reverenceand reſipti 
' whichthey bare unto. him. Thus, thus ſhould all good children dor, 
| even refuſe to: ſee their. Parents nakednefle 'or- any thing that might 

| withdraw.a due regard and feare-of them, any finnes or weakenddls 
of theirs.\notwithſtanding,: yea all men «ſhould be fo truly loving 

| one towards another; as to uſc the mantle and vcile of-\love to: conn 

/ a multitude of finnes, ſo.as to goe. backward as ir were and note 

|them. Wee ſhould; what in us: lies and fo tarre as dvry. will ſuffer 

| conceale xhe# faults of all men;-further then the:neeciity of healing! 

| thert? and: of. preventing /the . miſchicte: thar. may-clſe. follow.a 

| them will; permit us;'; Every-mian would be fo deal withall hia-! 

| ſelfe. Who doth nox; praiſe the) yertuons Carriage: of theſe. two Bev | 
thren. Imitate it, I beſeech you chiefely towards Parents, 

ftrares, Miniſters, ketepe ſecret, if you can their ſecret faults, = 


| 
| 


hide, their thame from breaking'forth. Nothing is more. fit to be! 
He n COVE 
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covered then finne. It is ike a carkaſſe which doth leaſt hurt when | 
it is buried under ground, fo farre therefore as duty will ſuffer you, 


bury, bury it,under ground with it, and letit lie hid under the garment 
of filence. Sec it not if you can chooſe, ſay nothing of it more then 
you muſt needs. ; 

Now conſider the bleſſing with which their goodneſſe was rewar- 
ded, Sem had God for his God and the dominion of Canaan given 
him, that is, the truc Religion was to continue in his poſterity, the 
[Meſſiah to come of him, and his ſecede to have the poſſeſſion of the 
land of Canaan, and Taphet at Jlaſt was to be brought to the parti- | 
cipation of the ſame Religion with him, by the perſwaſion of the 
Goſpell. So it is a great mercy to have the true Religion continued 
in a mans poſterity, and to be brought from errour unto the truth. 
Whether 7aphers ſelfe were a godly man, it is not certaine, bur in 
doubtfull things it is good to incline to the beſt fide, and to take 
things in the beſt part, therefore we will thope that he was ſo, and 
with Sem did inherit the bleffing in his perſon as well as aftcr his 
ſeed was admirted unto it, And let us now blefſe God that hath per- 
\ formed this Propheſic, for it is likely that we of theſe .Cauntries are 
of Taphets poſterity, and now we ſcerhe Lord of Heaven be bleſſed, 
that God hath perſwaded us to acceptand imbrace Chriſt and ſo to 
dwell indeed iin the tents of Ser. 

But now forthe ſecede of Sem they were theſe, eArphaxad who li- 
ved 438 yeares, almoſt 200 fewer then his Father Sem, as Sew did 
350 fewer then Noah. Selah wholived 433 yeares, the halfe alone 
of the lives of men before rhe loud, for at the loud God did ſhor- 
ten mens lives by halfe, to keepe them from fo great a height of 
wickednefle, as inthat long lived age they came unto, andrto ſhorten 
the toile of the godly upon earth. Heber lived 4654 the longeſt of 
allbue Sem2 after the floud, it 1s likely he was a very worthy man, 
fiom him the name Hebrewes came to his poſterity, and endured for 
| ATOy after, Peleg lived 239 veares, about the building of 


ower of Babel, ſo you ſee then God ſhortened mans life one 
halfe, ſeeingthem againe to grow ſo exorbirantly wicked, Rew lived 


Gun. Ham,;Nimrod,Babylonians. Cn P.l1,| 


alſo 239 veares, juſt as long as his Father, which is not found in any 
other that I remember. Serug lived 230 yeares. Naher lived 148 
yeares, it may ſceme that he was the firſt of the Patriarkes that fell 
| to Idolatry, for Laban {ware by the gods of Nahor, therefore his lite 
is almoſt by halfe as ſhort as any of his predeceſſors. Then Terab 
lived 205 yeares, he fell to Idolatry but repented afterwards and 
went with his ſonne Abraham towards the land of Canaan, 
dying in the way, and buried his eldeſt ſonne betforc 
himſelfe, which had not befalne any Patriarke 
before that we readeof. 
>— D..) 


ol 


— —— 


| 
Their benefirs, 
true religion 
was continuec 
in their poſte- 
rity, 


The ſeege of, 
Sew. <5. 
Gen, 11.19. 


Cu avr.n,&c, 


| THE EIGHT 


EXAMPLE. 


OF 
ABRAHAM 


T 15 agreed upon by all, that from Adam 
ro the floud there paſſed 1656 yeares inclu- 
ſively, I meane from the beginning of Adams 
Creation, Noah was the rently from Adam 
incluſively, Abraham the tenth from Noah 
excluſively. I meanenot reckoning Noah as 
one. How many yeares paſſed berwixt the 
floud and Abrahams birth, it 15 uncertaine, 
becauſe the relation of Abrahams birth Gez. 
11:26. is ſet downe in ſuch words. as have miniſtred occaſion of 

difference to the Reader. Terah begat Abraham, Nabar and Haran, 
bur at what age he begat cach of them, it is not manifeſted : Some 
thinke, that Abraham was the firſt-borne, begotten at his fathers 70 
yeare, ſome thinke that hee was the youngeſt begotten at his 130 
yeere, (o there is difference of yeercs in the account by this meanes, 
60 yeares:;but I rather incline 10 them thar thinke Abraham was the 
eldeſt ſonne art his Fathers 70 yeare, for ſurcly if Abrahams Father 

| had beene able ro become a Father at 130 yceares, it would not 

; have beene ſaid of Abrahams ſclte, that he was as good as dead at 

, a 100 yeares old. It is improbable, that there ſhould have beecne fo 

great difference of bodily ſtrength berwixr the Father and the Sonne. 

| Now from LAbraham forward, the Holy Ghoſt maketh his ſtory 
| more* 
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Abrabans For his Birth, he was the ſonne of Terah, borne as ſome thinke 


——_— about the 200th yeere of the world,ſome 352 yeeres afrerthe Aloud, 
but as ſome thinke 60 yeeres ſooner, abour 1948 of the world, and 
His Life. after the loud 298. For his life we will conſider his cartilage good 


and bad, andthe things that befel] him good and bad. 

Let us begin with his vertues and good dceds, and obſerve himas 
an excellent patterne of all yercues and goodnefſe, that we may profit 
the better by conſidering his life more particularly. Let us ſce what 

| vertucs and good deeds he practiſed rowards God frit,and then to- 

| | wards man. 

is vercues t9| Firſt for God, hee is commended for fairh, Abraham faith the 
| His taith, | Author of the Hebrewes, by faith calied of God, &c. and Abraham by 
Hcb.t1.%, | fa'th offcted up, ſo that faith he had, and was cailed the fr.exd 9 
James 3,23, | Ged, as the Apoſtle S. 7Tames witnefſerh, now without faith no man 
can poſſibly pleaſe God or be his friend. So had Abel as we ſhewed 
you before, fo had Noah, fohad Henech, ſo had all the godly a 
|all times. This grace is the cardinall grace, the radicall grace, that 
| upon which all other graces grow as on their roote,and on which they 
| move asthe doore upon its hinges. Therefore you that would be 
called the childrenof Abram, heires of the bleſſing of Abram, come 
and compare your ſelves with him, and ſce whether you be fairhfull 
What faith is.| a$ he was, to that end know, that faith is the grace by which we be- 
lcevethings inviſible and ſupernarurall concerning another life here 
aftcr. So the Apoſtle diſtinguiſheth walking by fairh from walking 
by ſence or ſight, and Faith i ſaid to be the Evidence of things nm 
ſeene and ground of things heped for. Reaſon and naturall diſcourk 
will informe of things ſenſible and naturall concerning the pre. 
ſent life, bur the things that are above ſence and pn Bf COncer 
ning a future life hoped for hereafter nothing doth informe us by 
i, and faith is that grace by which the ſonle beleeverh ſach 
things, 
Three as of | Ir hath three ſorts of ats in regard of which it is tiled by three 
farch 'titles: Faith of God, Faith to God, Faith in God, Faith of Godis 


1.Fiith of God, , : - oY 
which b.th What by which we belceve that there is ſuch a God as indeed he is 


fouce a&ts- | All conceits of God arenot of faith, but thoſe apprehenſions of him 
which agree to his being and conceive himto be ſuch as himſclfe doth 
| ſet forth himſelferto be, and you ſhall ſee what Abraham belceved 
' concerning him. 1. He belcevedrhat this God was one and bur one 
; asthe Scripture witneſſeth of him. He worſhipped God, he called 
| on the name of God, he builded an Altar to God, not to gods of 
; more gods, but to one God )rz nov an. 2. Hebcleeved that this 
| one God was True, Omnipotent, able and willing to doe any thing 
| that he ſhould ſpeake, viz. that he was All-ſufficient and fairhfull, : 


— 


Heb,11,1, 
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S. Pax witneſſeth, being fully perſwaded that what he had ſpoken 
he was able alſoto rme, and Heb.11. that he was ablcto raiſc 
bim from the dead. 3. He beleeyed thatthis one God was poſſeſſor 
'and judge, and therefore alſo Maker of Heaven and Earth. And 
4. That he was righteous and woulddoe rightcouſneſſe in puniſhing 
[che wicked thar lived in finne, and in ſparing and being favourable 
to the righteous man that did ſtudy to walke before him in a good 
converſation. Now theſe be the principall things to be affented un- 
to concerning God. 


Secondly, Abraham had faith ro God, that is, he gave conſent 
to allrhoſe rhings that God ſaid, becauſe he ſaid them, which ne- 
ceſſarily followerth from his acknowledzement of the truth, power, 
and All-ſufficiency of God: So doth the Author to the we! 
note, that it was a land which after he ſhould receive for an inheri. 
tance. He belceved that God would give him that land according to 
his promiſe, and he beleeved above hope in hope, that he ſhould be 
Father of many Nations, and it is ſaid, that God preached the Go- 
ſpell unto him, ſaying, 1» thy ſeed (which is Chriſt) ſhall all Nations 
be bleſſed, He belceved rhat of his ſeed ſhonld come the Metſiah 
which ſhould free mankinde from the curſe, and make them pariakers 
ot the bleſſing. So he beleeved Gods threats againſt Sodome, that 
God would deſtroy it with fire. 

Thirdly, he believed in God. 1. He truſted upon his mercy inthe 
promiſed ſcede,that for his ſake,not for the worth of his owne righte- 
ouſneſſe, God would be mercitull ro him and ſave him. He belecved 
in God, and this faith was counted unto him for rizhteouſneſſe. He was 
juſtified by this faith as the in'trument, he did not worke, meaning in 
reſpe& of juſtification, he did not thinke to be pardoned and accepted 
for the workes ſake, but beleeved in him that juſtified thoſe which in 
themſelves be ungodly, by juſtifying he meanes, pardonerh their 
(nnes, asit is ſaid, Bleſſed is the man to whom the Lord will not im. 
\pute ſinve, for the promiſe was not madeto him by rhe workes of the 
| Law, but the righteouſneſſe of faith, that is, the righteouſnceſſe with- 
out workes as he deſcribed it before. Now if you have this faith and 
alltheſe as of faith, rhen you are Abrahams ſonnes, if not, in 
yaine doc you lay title to his inherirance. Therefore trie your ſclves, 
and if you havethis faith then know your ſelves happy, if not, you 
are farre from bleſſedneſſe, you are ſtill under the curſe. 

Bur ſecondly, Abraham feared God. True faith will bring forth 
[the feare of God, not the paſſion of feare, nor flaviſh teare, nor 
feare of flight,' butthe feare of caution and warinefſe, a not daring 
to offend God, as the Lord himſclfe witneſſed of him, ſaying, Now 
1 know that thou feareft mee when thou haſt not ſpared thine onely ſonne. 
Loe, the feare of God is ſuch a diſpoſition of heart to God-ward, out 
of the apprehenfion of his excellency and grcatneſſe and juſtice, 

will caufe a man not to be bold to dare ro omit any worke that 
Gods Commandement injoyncth him unto, and ſonot to commit any 
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| of his family. | of his family,andall that ſhould after be borne when they werecight 


thing that God condemneth, I pray you conſider, have have ya 
this vertuous feare of God? Doe your hearts ſtand in awe of himy: 
ſo that you flie from the offending and diſpleafing of him, as fron 
thegreateſt of all cvils; thoſe that have Gods teare beforetheir cy, 
they arc godly like Abraham, thoſe that have it not, they arc wicked, 
as Abram thought the men of Gerar and Egypt to bez O Jabourfy 
ir, if you have 1t not:yet, get it, if you have ir, labour ro increaſe 
and nouriſh it by conſidering his great excellencie and great terrible. 
nefle, 
3.Was obedi- A third vertue, cAbraham had obedience, that is, his will wx 
mT thoroughly ſubzet ro Gods will in all things, ſo thar he held thisr 
ſolution within himſelfe, that whatſoever God bad him doe tharhe 
| would doe, for which God praiſcd him,ſaying, becanſe thou haſt obey 
| wy woice, and the Apoſtle, ſaying, he oteyed and went out, Obedi 
| ence is arcſ{olution and indeavour to doe all that God bids,bccanuk 
on | he bids, Let us take ſome ſpeciall a&ts of obedience,wherein Abraham 
hes eons did crofle his reaſon, and his affeCtion, and his credir, and his proft, 
| and all to performe the will of God. even therefore onely,becauſe God 
| bad him, whom hedurſt not our of feare and would not bur out of love 
_ | followin allthings. 
fo HE Firſt, God gave him. Commandement to leave his Countrey ani 
Gods Come | Fathers houſe, to goc out into a land which he ſhould ſhew him : 4 
mandement. | ſtrong Commancement, leave all thy kindred and goe. into a Cow. 
trey thou knoweſt not whither, but goe from place to place al 
ſh2ll ſhew thee. Here ſeemed no reaſon in this Commandement;bu! 
Abraham obeyed it,Gen.12.1. | 
a Lived in Secondly,whenhecame' into the land of Canaan, he did not buil 
ents ar Gods | a Citie, nor an houſe there, but dweltin tents as the Apoſtle noteth,z 
—ommanie- | a pilgrim and a ſtranger,not having poſſeſſion in irat all, ſo muchs1 
Heb.11.9, | foot, God gave him no place of abode, but cauſed him towanders: 
| himſclfe relleth,Gen.20.13. This ſeemed an unhappy and unſctled 
| life, and fleſhand bloud could not take content in ſuch a kinde of ls: 
ving, but becauſe God: injoyned Abraham fo to live. He ſubmitted 
himſelfe and did live ſo, ſave that onely he boughta placeto buriein, 
__ | as being ſtill mindfull of his death, 
3. Circumciled A third heavie Commandement he received from God, Gen.17, 


humſelte and 4 : F - 
al the males | TO. and 26, God made him to circumciſe himſelfe and altFthe male 


daics old, and he made no queſtion of it: To circumciſe wasto cutoff 
| the top of the uppermoſt skinne of the ſecret partz This ſeemed the 
| fooliſheſt thing inthe world, a mattcr of great reproach which would 
; make him, as it made his poſterity after, to ſeeme ridiculous to all the 
| world, It carried an appearance of much undecencic and ſhamefull- 


— _ _— —_ 


| neſſe, to cauſe all his ſervants to diſcover themſelves unto him. Much 
' more might have becne alledged againſt this ordinance, what good 
could itdoe 2 what was any manthe better becauſe he had wounded 
| himſc]fe and pur his body to that torment * yet for all this, 46br 
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diſputed not, objected not, madeno contrary allegations, but preſently | 
the ſelfe ſame = rooke himſelfe and his ſonne 1/hmael and all his ſer- | 
yants in his houſe, and circumciſed them according to the comman- | 
| dement of Almighty God. 

Yer a fourth commandement more tedious and contrary torcaſon | , 1x. e,peic. 
and affetionthen all theſe, which was of it ſelfe exceeding grievous | his wife Hapa 
in his Gght, as the Holy Ghoſt witneſſcth, that is, rhe expulſion or | and _ th 
 excommunicating of his ſonne 1ſhmael, and of his mother Hagar, yet | **" 

when God commanded him to doe it, Gez.21. 12. hee roſe up the 
next morning betimes, v.14. and {cnt away both the mother and the | 
| {onne. 
| Butlaſt of all he obeyed a commandement, that ſeemed tocontra- | x... 
dit narure and religion, and Gods promiſe, and his owne ſalvation, | have Cacrificee 
[and the ſalvation of all men, and therruth and honour of God him- | bs fone az: 
{clfe, ſo that God was ſaid totry him tothe urmoſt in that comman- | q14nyement, 
' dement. It was in ſacrificing 1ſaac, as the Spiric of God note h. Heb. | 
'11. and Gen.22. God bad himtake 7ſaac, and nor inſtantly kill him | 
inthe place, but goe three dayes journey, and nor knocke him on | 
the head and there an end, but offer him for ſacrifice. But what was ! 
this ſonne, the ſonne of his old-age, the ſonne of his love which was | 
fodeare unto him, yea the promiſed ſeede in whom it was ſaid, 17 | 
| Iſaac ſhall thy ſeede be called, and this ſonne he offcredafter a moſt mel- 
'ting conference betwixrt himſclfe and 7ſaac his ſonne all alone, Here 
|was an obedience incomparable and unparalable, no man ever 
didthe like except our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who offered up himlſelfe, 
mw muſt needes be dearer to himfelfe then Iſaac was to i__{- 
| Or474M, 
So now marke the excellency of Abrahams obedience, hee was 
obedient for the matter in hard and difficultthings, for th? manner 
promptly and readily without gaine-ſaying, ſpeedily and preſently 
' without deferring, and univerſally withouc excepting, withour pic- | 
king and chooſing. It you be able to produce ſuch obedience to | 
juſtifie your fairh, rhar ir may appcare your faith is a workin Fark | 
then have you faith indeed and not in word alone: bur if your faith be 
not accompanied with an obedience of the ſame kind, though not in 
the ſame degree, whereby you are able to yeeld your (elves to God, 
reſolving in all things readily and without delay or murmuring to yeeld 
; umto him, how are you obedient 2 how have you faith, ſuch ataith 
25s was Abrahams, All therefore that ſay they beleeve as Abraham 
| did, bur yet obey not as «Abraham did, yea arc wilfull againſt Gods | 
 Commandements, refuſing to doe knowne duties, and to leave 
| knowne finnes, thar will not circumciſe the forcskin of their hearts, | 
| nor leave their countrey and Fathers houſe, nor caſt out their 7ſhmaels, 
| nor offer up their Iſaacs, all ſuch arc beleevers alone in ſhew and not 
In deed. Compare your ſelves with cAbrahan, and if your obedi- 
ence be not like his, I ſay as before, having the ſame ground, extent, 
and properties, ir is but a counterfeit faith whereof you boaſt, and no 
K true \ 
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| |rruc faith, Therefore now be carneſt with the living God to work 


in you true ſubjeion ro him, and tro make you like 4 brabam his (er. 
| vaat ; for God that wrought his heart to ſuch flexibleneſſe, will and! 
| can performe the ſame for you. Pray him to incline your hearts 
his ſtatures, beſeech him to write his law in your hearts, andrto cauſe 
| you to keepe his Commandements and judgements and doe them,! 
| Ard if you find ſuch an obedience, though notſogreat, yer that which, 
| hath the ſameground, and ſtrives to atraine the ſame extent and pro.: 
| perties, then take comfort, and benot afraid to call your ſelves ſonng; 
|and daughters of Abrahams, for Zachens was the ſonne of Abrahan,' 
when leaving his greedineſſe, hce could make reſtitution and give 
the poore. | 


him, that hee built an Altar to God, and that hee worſhiped Gol, 
and that he called on the name of God, and that he payed tithe of al 
,he had to <Melchiſedech, and this is for our learning. We muſt ca 
upon God, we muſt profcfſe and prattife truereligioa, we muſt offer 
.reall ſacrifices on Chriſt rhe Altar, we mult alſo pay tithes of ow 
(/g00ds, Gen.12,7, You have an Altarbuiltto God, a protcſſion of his 
|truc religion among the Canamtes, there he called on Gods name, 
[that is, performed publike worſhip of ſacrificing and praying, one 
named for all, And v.13.14. againe it is ſaid, that he came tothe 
| place of the Altar which he had made atthe firſt, and there called on 
\the name of the Lord. And v.18. there at Hebron he built an Alrarty 
the Lord, and when God appeared to him, C.17.v.3. he fell onhis 
face before God, ſhewing all ducoutward reſpe& unto him, whenhe 
ſpake unto him. And C.14. AMelchiſedech was Prieit of the moſt high 
od, and he met Abraham and bleſſed him, and Abraham gave hin 
tithesof all. . Ido notthinke he meant onely of all the ſpoiles, though 
that hee did too, but a conſtant tithing of all he had ismeanr, This 
tirhing was an acknowledgement of his ſubje&ion ro Melchiſedech, ani 
ſo neceſlary to be performed to Chriſt who is a Prieſt for ever after 

that order, who muſt blefſeand take the tithes of us. 
Surely tithing is no Leviticall ceremony, for it is not originally 
[and primarily dueto the Leviticall Prieſthood, buritis duero ancter. 
nall Prieſthood, even that afterthe order of Melchiſedeci), and there- 
| fore ſo farreas 1 ſee, it muſt be cterrallydue, neircher canany man lay- 
fully forbeare to pay them ro Chriſt, neirher can any man receive 
\rhem in Chriſts ſteede,but he that is Chriſts officerto preach in Chriſt 
{ſteed and ſow his ſpiricuall things. 
| ' Now [ pray you Jooke thar you be religious as Abraham, profeſle 
| religion, cometo Gods houſe, call on Gods name. Learnethatpub- 
| lique prayer is an holy or4in2nce of God, frequent tha, and doenot 
| light and deſpiſe it as many of you do, offer up ſpirituall ſacrificesto 
' God. Pay your tithes ducly of a!l, which I know none of youall 
that Coth make conſcience of, youthinke that too deare a price to buy 
|the worſhip of God with, but why ſhould you not ſhew pare -_ 
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ſubje& to Chriſts Prieſthood as well as 4brahams ? If you could! 
make it manifeſt to be a Leviticall ceremony, you might thinke your | 
ſelyes diſpenſed with it by Chriſts comming ; Burt you cannot ſhew | 
any ood reaſon why it ſhould be ſo, and here is a good reaſon it was | 
not {o, for it was due to a Prieſt of another order then that of Aaron, | 
whereforeſhew your ſelves truely religious, by a conſcionable ſerting 
apartto God the tithe of all you have, as Abraham did. For when | 
| hereit is ſaid he tirhed all, and inthe Hebrew the ſpoiles, irisno reaſon | 
to ſhorten the wider place by the narrower, butto reconcile both to- / 
gcther thus, he paid tithe of all, and alſo of the ſpoiles, as well as 
other things. I amin hope to prevaile with you for all otherthings, 
but in this I have no hope to prevaile, becauſe profit pleades againſt 
[me,and becauſerhe thing is controverted and denied by divers. Now 
whena coſtly ſervice is queſtioned, O how hard is it toperſwade men 
to ſce that truth and follow it. Well I ſhew you mine opinion, and 


leaye it ro God to perſwade you, but in other things which are nor. 


Cua P.1I,&C,) 


controverted, I pray youto obey as Abraham did, and to ſhew your 
[religion as he did. And ſo we have ſhewed you Abrahams faith, obe- 
; dience, feare and deyotion. O that we could ſhew the ſame verrues in 
lou lives. 

I cometo ſhew you nextthe good carriage of Abra%am to men-ward. 
Firſt himſelfe, then orhers. For himſelte, I requeſt yours note, Fir't 
that he was a very humble man, trucly humble, one that did cſteeme 
himſclfe nothing in compariſon with God, and that is true humility, 
| to have a meane eſteeme of himſelfe out of a true apprehenſion of ! 
Gods grearneſle, and the infinite diſtance betweene God and him- | 
ſclfe, you ſhall ſee this in Abraham, becauſe when God came to | 
ſhew him what ſhould become of the Sodomites, and he out of mercy | 
was mooved to pray earneſtly for them, he ſaith unto God,7 am duit | 
' and aſhes, O good man, that when he came neere to God, he hada | 
(ence of his owne meancneſle, and intitled himſclfe no better then duſt | 
and aſhes, | 

This humility muſt wee alſo be cloathed withall, it is a neceſſary 
fruite of the knowledge of God and our ſelves, without which we can- 
| not be true Ceriſtians. Ir is the cabinet and ſtorchouſe of all graces. | 
[rallures God togive us grace, it cauſeth all croſſes to ſeeme caſy if 
God will lay them on, it makes all duties appeare reaſonable. Iris a 
grace by which a man becommeth like unto Chriſt, who humbled | 


| and made himſclfe of no reputation. Paul was nothing in his owne 
eſteeme. David counted himfclfe a flea and a dead dog, and Chriſt 
hath ſaid, thar if we humble our ſclves we ſhall be exalted. For alas, 
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be we not finnefull, and ſhall we nor then be humble 2 Be wee not 
mortall men, be we not damnable creatures, and ſhall we not be hum- 
ble! Beloved, ſearchif you havethis grace, that is, a meanceſteeme 
of your ſelves in reſpe& of your nothingneſſe compared to God, and 
your ſinfulneſſe in your ſelves, and if you find your ſelves laid low and 
made vile inyour owne eſtimation,thisis to be like Abraham, 

K 2 You 


[EI 


' 1 His vertuous+ 


carriage tO6- 
ward men. 
1, He was truc 
ly humble, 


Phils. 7. 
2 Cor.12,11. 


| 1 Sam,24-14+ 


Luk,14.11. 


OL ﬀ_Gs Ao. uw wc cz ” 


2, T rained u; 


' ſpe& of other men, Firſt his family, then others withour his fa. 
| mily. | 
For his family, conſidered generally and ſpecially. Generally, he | 


ws Family 9) brought them up godlily and religiouſly, and taught them vertue ang! 


the % 1owled 2c 


; and fearc of 
| CG304d. 


_— 


'The Hebr. vv 


wo.d 15 ambi- 


| £CUuous, 


| 


| 
| 
| 


Epl,6.4» 


3, Wzs loving 
and gent: to 
his watc. 


 goodnefle, as is witneſſed of him, Gen.x8.19. I know hee will com- 
| mand hu honſhold to keepe judgement and juſtice, and to keepe the wa 
| of the Lord. It he had not taught them the good way how ſhould he: 
requirethem to keepe it, and the word fignifieth ro command ang| 
reach both, and ir isthar of which uſually the word tranſlated precepr; 
' doth come, Ahraham then was carctull ro teach his people the 
| waics of God and to teach rhem all goodneſſe. Hee did thar to his 
' houſhold, which God hath commandegl us, bring them up tn the nar. 
ture and information of the Lord. For indeed God did bid him cir. 
' cumciſe his children and {ervants, and if he mult adminiſter rhe Seale 
of the Covenantto them, then he muſt tcach them the Covenant 
it ſclfe,cveathe whole doQtrine of godlineſle, 

Brethren, benot anvmber of you farre from following Abrahan 

in this matter £ you have not gottenſo much knowledge as to be able 
ro teach your people the doctrine of true piety, the way of God, ju 
ſtice and judgement, nor doe not ſtrive ro get knowledge, And 
; many that have knowledge make no care of communicating. Ah if 
| he that providesnot for the family things needtull ro the body denies 
the faith, how is he guilty of that faulr, which doth not provide for! 
their ſoules. I beſeech youtherefore be humbled for your omiſſion 
of this duty, and ſet about irnow you have helpes enough, andmayy/ 
have time enough, if you will redeeme time from vanity. Dae what! 
God praiſeth Abraham tor, and what he maketh an argument, why he! 
will revcale to him all that he doth. 

Againe, ſce how Abraham carried himiclteto the particular mem- 
bers of the family. Firit rowards his wife : ſecondly rowards kis/ 
children: thirdly towards his ſervants. 

For his wife, you have a notable example of love and gentleneſſ: 
to Sarah in bearing with her paſſion and diſtemper, and impertoul: 
neſle,as you haye it noted, Gen.15.5,6. when ſhee flew upon Airahan 
with a falſe and vehement reproote, ſaying, »»y wrong be upon thes, 
| that is, thou art in blame, the fault is thine, it is long of thee rhar 1 
'am fleighred by my maid, ſhee beares her ſclte bold of thee, thou! 
| holdeſt her up in it, and ſo concludes with calling God to. be judge 

betwixt them. He doth not anſwer her againe with words as hotand 
reſtic as hers, but in gentle manner yeeldethro her, ſaying, thy maid- 
| ſervant is in thine hand, doe with her what thou wilt, This is an ho- 
nourto him, if he had beene put intoa rage by her rage then had he 
Fred overcome of evill, but now he is a right conquerourand over 
| comcsevill with good, when he continued meeke and paſſed by he 


| diſtemper and yeclded to her paſhon. 


Beloved, you that be husbands, I pray you follow this example, | 
pray. 


Gu. eAbrabam.  Cuna P.1I,&c,, 


ray you be not bitter againſt your wives. Benot wrathfull to them 
if you ſeethem in paſſion, if they rake you up falſely and cauſcleſly, 

| and blame you for that for which you are not blame-worthy, beare| 
'E |withthem, give them good words, doc what you can to ſatisfic and | 
| content them, ſhew love and wiſedome both at once. Carry your | 
| 


ſelves to them as men of knowledge, not as men of ignorance, and | 
[give honour to the woman as the weaker veſlcll, this is the counſell 
that S. Peter gives you, Be ruled by CAbrabams deeds and Peters 
words. Iris the greateſt honour that a man can ſhew to himſclfe 
s to be able to beare and forbeare. A wiſe man beareth things, an 
c unwiſe man cannot beare, The wife is ones owne fleſh, apiece of 
$ 42 mans ſelfe yea more then a peece. We are commanded to love 
lthem as much as our owne ſelves, and to cheriſh them as Chri't 
doththe Church z O be humbled for any paſſions or diſtempers 
c you have ſhewed before your wives, or towards them, eventhough 
it they have provoked you firſt: and now- belcech the Lord to make 
you like Abraham that ſo you may keepe your familics in peace, 
even though you have paſſionate wives. | 
| Perhaps you will ſay, that Sarhs paſſion brake out but once, but 
| your wives very often. | | 
| Tanſwer, firſt, it is not certaine that $2rab was paſſionate onely this | 
onetime. Shee that did fall intro other diſtempers might againe tall 
intothis, but if ſhee did not, Abraham that bare this, out of the | 
ſame reaſon would have borne them roo,it it were a duty to deale | 
| thus mildely at one time,it was a duty to doe ſo alwaies. | 
What then, ſhall a man let his wife beare out her paſſions ſtill and ' 
leight him thatis her head 2 | 
Lan{wer, firſt, better foe, then fill ones felfe with paſſion teo. And ' 
ſecondly, I anſwer, a loving, milde, gentle, admonition afterwards, | 
will prevails more to make a woman remember her ſelfe, rhen pre- 
lent rage and bitterneſſe, A drunken man is beſt cured by rebuke when 
| heis ſober,and paſſion is but drunkenneſle. 

You ſce LAbrahars carriage to his wife, now I come to ſhew you 
| his carriageto his two ſonnes. r. Heloved them both very well, as 
| is evident by his praying for 1ſhmael, and his taking the matter hea- 
, vily, when Sarah would have him caſt out of doores, but yet helo- | 
| ved neither of them ſo well, but that he could be content ro havethe | 
| one caſt out of his houſe, and the other burnt for a Sacrifice, and to cut 

off boththeir foreskinnes. 

| So Parents muſt learne to love their children, bur with a modcrate 

| love, ſuch as that they can be be content to put themto ſman, ſo | 

farre as God will have them put to ſmart, even by juſt correRionto | 

cut off the foreskinne of their hearts, yea to part with them, if | 

God will have them baniſhed, or goc into another Countrey, yea | 

[to have them die if God will have them dic. Such a moderate love | 

which is ſubordinate tothe love of God, we muſt have and exerciſe | 

tothe fruit of our bodicy, and we muſt ſhew the fincerity of our 
K 3 love 


IO1 


Po//e & nolle 
nobiles 


Pcts3-7. 


——_—  _————_— 


4.He loyed his 
ewoſonnes yc- 
ry well, 


102 |G=n. The Example of Cu a v.11,&c, 


— —O— —— pn—__ 


- 
: 
: 


| loyetothem by praying for them,and the moderateneſle of ourlove | 
| | being able ro puniſh them duely, andro part with themeven by death! 
| when God ſhall ſend it. O bewaile your carnallnefſe and unloying., 
neſſe, and immoderateloveto them. Inordinate love of 2 childeisy/ 
| ' great fault, it will undoe the childe, it will make him deſpiſe ang 
' abuſe the Parents, it will nouriſh all vices in him , it is the neg 
; way to make God croſſe aman in him, it makesa childe an [dol,pray; 
| to God thereforeto moderate your love. | 
Abraham provided for all his other children-by gifts, and gave all 
(he had ro 1ſaac,as wee have it, Gez.25.5,6. So mult a good Farher 
| | provide for hischildren convenient portions, that they may be able 
to live comfortably, and providethem fir callings, as t Abraha did, 
'bur make moſt account of the moſt godly, and let him be heire whom 
| God hath made heire, cventhe<cldeſt, unlefle his wickedneffe difcin. 
| heric him, and I ſuppoſe that it mult be ſome great wickednefſe for: 
| | which a man ſhould diſpoſlcſſe the eldeſt of the greater part of his 
(eſtare, yet ſtill the eldeſt muſt have ſuch a larger portion as that the 
| younger may havea convenient part for them too. | 
Learne to be aſhamed, you that are ſpendalls, and keepe nothing! 
for your children, have nothing to give chem: and learne you allry/ 
be moderately carefull for them, and diſcrcetely and indifterently 
liberall rothem. Let not one have all, the other nothing, lernor any 
| of them be thruſt off with nothing for the others ſake, bur be a Ps 
| rent to all, O be husbandly and thrifty to get and ſzve, and be ſeaſons 
bly liberall to them, yet ſo, that ſtill your ſelves be in ſuch caſe x; 
not tomake your ſelves underlings tothem. | 
5[He provided]  Againe, for 1ſaac, CAbraham was carcfull ro provide a wife, eve 
_—_ wii | one of the beſt he could though hee ſent farre for her, and it may 
; [__ he had not much with her, as you have it inthe whole Chapter 
' of Gen.24. Here CAbrahamis tobe imitated, if in any ttzing concer-| | 
| ning a child, he looked ro have agood wife more rhen a rich. Oif | 
you thar be Parents would doc ſo, how well would it goc with m+ 
ny a family what is he or ſhee, not wharthath he or thee ſhould be 
the queſtion 2 


| 

' 

| 

Abraham knew that God would provide a wife for his ſonne, its | 
| 


' probable he had prayed for that mercy and received an anſwer, he 
| could not elſe have affirmed it fo certainely. You qhat be Parents, 
; muſt prayto God to give a wite or husband toyour ſdnne and daugh-| W | 
'tcr , and make piety and vertue the chicfe match-makers : If|} ,* 
{you will ever ſhew your loveto be a fpirituall love, ler it appeare to 


| be tach to your children, if by any meanes you will ſhew your ſelyes| þ 
affeed to themwith a ſpirituall love, let it be in ſeeking their good ; 
| really, not imaginarily. That woman ſhall live happieſt, not which ; 


| hath the richeſt husband with largcſt revenues, bur that hath rhe god-| Þ |* 
| lieft husband, moſt abundant in vertues; ſure a Father ſhould make 0 
| his daughters happineſſe the maine end of his chooſing an husband|F} |* 
|for hcr, or clſc heis not prudent, for prudence is avertue by which | 
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a man doth worke rightly ro happineſle. I ſay the ſame concerning 
the wife; be you therefore imitators of Abraham here, and be aſhz- 
[med as our Saviour faith in another meaning, to ſecke thoſe things 
after which unſanRified men and heathen doe onely or principally 
|ſccke. 

| I ſhould have named one grace more in Abraham towards God, 
that is, patience, I doe not meane fo much or onely in bearing aifli- 
Rions, as in a contented tarrying for the promiſed ſeed. A quict 
| waiting till benefits come, and a quict bcaring of crofles that did 
come; this is patience, a being ſilent ty God and wiiting on him : 
| Alrabams had waited divers yeares, no ſonne came, his wife was 
barren, yet he waited and ſtill continucd to hope, that God would | 
give him a ſonne ar length according to his promiſe. See, how | 
you can walte upon God it he deterre the performance of his pro- 
miſe, and that without muttering and withour fainting. This is an cx- 
cellent thing to beleeve, pray and hope till though God deferre the 
accompliſhment of his word. Learne this grace, Bleſſed is hee that 
by faith and patience can inherit the prom'ſes, as it is ſaid of our godly 
fore-fathers. 

So Abrahams vertues to God are faith, feare, obedience, wai- | 
ting or hope and devotion. And to Sara ] ſhould have named ano- | 
ther, He mourned moderately for her and buiied her honourably, 
for he bought a burying place of the children of Meth, that he might 
interre her with all due reſpeR. So ſhould an husband moderate his 
aftction with diſcretion, and joyne diſcretion with his affefion, thar 
he may both ſhew ſome convenient meaſure of ſorrow for his wives 
deceaſe, and alſopower to keepe ſorrow within compaſſe both for | 
degree and continuance, and ſo ſhould wives ſtand affected to hus- 
bands) and all friends each to other, and a decent funerall according | 
[to each mans place muſt be afforded, to reſtifi- their good will to 
the whole perſon when it lived, by due carriage to that earthic part 
ofit which is left bchinde. Thoſe yoke-fellowes therefore that are 
'glad orwould be glad of eachothers deceaſe, and care not whar be- 
comes of the body of each othcr, they muſt be blamed as naughty 
and unloying husbands, and thoſe that make no end nor keepe no \ 
meaſure in mourning muſt be blamed as over-loving and carna!ly Jo- 
ving. Letus ſomourne as to ſhew the thing was deare we patted with, 
andwitha!l, that we know we have better things remaining with us | 
thenancarthly friend, ; | 
TI muſt now ſpeakeof Abrahams good carriageto his ſervants; There | 
| was one principall ſervant, Ruler, Steward, Over-ſcere of his houlc, 
hisname is Eliezer of Damaſcus,Gen.15.2, Him 1. He lovedmuch. 


r 


Another grace 
in Abraham 


his Patience, 


oward God, 


j 
g 
/ 


A 


4 


Fd 


He mourned 
mode! accly tor' 
C4rab, 


Abrahams 
g00d carriage | 
towatrd his (cre 
vanrs, to Elie« 
yer his princis 


2. Truſted much, becauſe by good inſtrutions and examples he had 
through Gods blc fling made him fir and worthy to be both loved 
and truſted/ His loveto him he ſhewes in ſaying ro God (whereby ir 
1s manifeſt that he did not counterfeit, for Abraham was too godly to 
tell a counterfeit talero God) one borne in mine houſe ſhall be mine heire. 
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Loe a good ſervant ſhould be very deare unto his maſter, ſo that he 
ſhould plentifully and liberally recompence him {for to ſay that a! 
ſervant ſhould be made ones heire if he have no children, har I dare 
not, but Idare ſay he ſhould be plentifully and liberally rewarded 
out of great love.) The Lord commanded that an Hebrew ſeryant 
ſhould nor be put out empty, bur that his Maſter ſhould communi. 
cate to him of his goods, and Salomen faith, that as hee that looketh! 
to the fig-tree ſhall eate of the fruit thereof, ſo ſhall a good ſervant tha 
attendeth bis maſter come to honour, his meaning is to ſhew, that Ma. 
ſters ſhould not be indebted to their ſervants, but ſhould reſpe@ and' 
preferre them. Thoſe therefore that having good and vertuous ſer. 
vants, ſhall not ſhew themſelves liberall, and courteous, and loving, 
but quite contrarily, froward, and unloving,and niggard!y,aremuch! 
to be condemned, as men that have not wiſedome to conſider, how 
much benefit a man hath by his ſcrvants, ſo that neither could men 
get riches nor enjoy them if they wanted ſervants; neither could 
they be without them in many other refpe&ts, and if the ſervants be 
good, next to God, above all men hee ſtands moſt beholding to 
them. His life is intheir hands, his goods are in their hand, and tg 
ſpeake as the truth is, hee is more indebted ro them then they to 
him. A ſervant might morecafily ſhift for himſclfe without a Maſter, 
then a Maſter live as he doth without ſervants : wherefore I com-' 
mend unto you all humanity, love, courteſic towards your ſeryants 
that be good and faithfull, ſuch as feare God and doc their dutyin 
ſuch ſort as humane frailty will permit unto your ſelves. Labour to 
bring your ſervants to be religious, and truſtic, and diligent, and if 
they beſo, ſhew all good will to them and incourage them in their 
duty by loving entertainement, eſpecially ſceing now they be free. 


men and not bondflaves that are your ſervants. | 


Againe, Abraham truſted his ſervant with the weightieſt buſineſſe 
of his life, getting a wife for 1ſaac, and bound him with an oath, 
but ducly limited and freed from all doubt and difficultic as much x 
might be, as you may reade, Gen.2 4. inthe beginning, cauſing himto 
lay his hand under his thigh and ſweare about that bufineſſe, alone 
limiting him ſo that he ſhould be freed from ir if his. friends were 
wanting to him. So agood Maſter ſhould truſt agood ſervant, onely| 
giving him neceſſary inſtrutions,and cautions, and if matterbe of ſuch 
weight, laying the bond of an oath upon him, for no bond ſtronger! 
then thar, none fitter to binde a godly man: what might be the mes 
ning of laying the hand under the thigh in ſwearing, Frm learne 
nor conjecture my ſelfe,onely it had ſome due fignificarionin all like 
| lihood, as our laying the hand onthe Bible and kiſſing it. /acob alſo 
| required it of his ſonne 7oſeph, ſo thar it may ſceme to have beene; 
| done in ſome religious reſpe&, whether intimating the expeation! 
of the promiſed ſced to come outof the loynesof Tacob and Abrahon! 
'T cannot ſay. But whatſoever this geſture might meane,we note that 
Abraham truſted his ſervant, and ſo muſt all men needs doe in ſome 
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degree,and therefore had need to chooſe good ſervants,or do their beft 

to make them ſuch as may be truſted, 

Now for all the reſt of his ſervants young men fir for warre, they 

were 318. with whom he fought againſt the Kings rhat vanquiſhed 

the Sodomites. He did traine them up to warre as was fir, and there- 

fore they are called his trained or in(trufted ſervants, and when hee 

had gorten the victory, they had leave by him to cate of the ſpoile; 
ſothat agood man ſhould bring up his ſervants according tohis place 

fitly ro do him fervice, and ar lcaſt ſhould fee that they have foode for 
them,chiefly whenthey labour and take paincs, 

| proccede to Abrahams carriage toward forreiners that were not 
of his houſe, wherher kinſmen or frinmen as we call them, he had 

one kinſman his Coufin german Lot, that was ſonne to his brother 
Hem, him he loved very well, and ſtudicd to keepeall good peace 
and correſpondency with him, and to remove all contention, and for 

that end, when their ſtates were growne ſo great, thatthey could not 
conveniently dwell together, becauſe being ſojournours they were to 
take up but the waſte of the land, which no naturall inhabieant had 
polſeflcd, or clſc to take Jand for money of rhe inhabitants if they 
could ſpare the ſame, he came to Log and made the motion of peace, 


| [and after gave him his offer to chooſe what part of the countrey hee 


would, as you may read,Gen.n 3.7. 
Here is an excellent vertue of ſo mild and peaceable a diſpoſition, 


| [that to prevent ſtrife, can yeeld to his inferiour, in ſ{ecking to pacific 


him by going to him with peaccableand quiet words and offers, and 
ſofarre part with his owne right, as to give the otherthe better a great 
deale, rather then proceed to jarres and diſcontents. O that we could 
all imitate Abraham, eſpecially bretheren, kinſ{men, and necre friends, 
and be ſo defirous of unity and accord as he was, not ſtouting it out as 
many do, with ſhall I yeeld fo farre to him as to goe to him, toler 


tomee, Moſt of our ſpirits be ſo big, that they will not bow to any 
that is a little inferiour, no not for peace ſake, imparting with a little 
of their right forit. Burt know, it 15 an honour tobe able to beare and 
forbeare, he hath the moſt wiſedome and grace, that can part with his 
owne right, rather then continue a quarrell, if it benot in a matter of 
very great weight, wherein great dammage fhould come to himor 
his family, by parting with ir. And know, thatto ſtand over highly 
upon tearmes, and not to bate ajot or tittle, as ſome menule in boa- 
ſting wiſe to affirme that they will nor, is a proofe of a man led 
much by paſſion, and filled much with pride and felfe concei. 
tedneſſe, Hee krowes not the valew of peace, that will not redeeme 
it with bending ſomwhar even to his inferiour, chiefly a neere 
kinſman. * The thing therefore ) am to commend unto you, is pea- 
ccableneſſe, and for that cnd moderation and lowlinefle of carriage, 
in ycelding a little more then necdes to thoſe that ought rather to 
yeeld to you, and certainely the comfort that peace and —_—_ 
WI 


RR OR 


him have his way, let him come to meif hepleaſe, andlet him yeeld |' 
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will repay you withall, ſhall prove it a good bargaine ſo to purchaſe 
PEace. 


He reſcued i Ab) inſman was taken by the Ki 
Fe dr prot Againe, Lot: Abrahams k {1 y ings that con- 


| Eur ancren®= quered Sodom and Gomorrah, and when Abrahar heard of it, he ar- 
! has enemucs | med his owne ſcrvants, and got his confederates ro joyne with him, 
| and by force of ſword redeemed Lot out of their hands, as you have: 
the ſtorie, Gen.,14.14,15,16. together with all the goods and people! 
| 4 k | P 
| of Sodome, prudently ordcring the bartaile by night, and comm | 
| upon them ſecretly and unawares. Here are three excellent vertues 
of Abraham, Firſt, Love to his kinſman Lot. Second, Courage and! 
| reſolution, that durſt fight for him. Third, Prudence in ordering the 
| whole buſinctſe. For you mult take notice that Abrahams was alittle 
| Prince, a kind of petty King in thoſe dayes, asappeareth by the car. 
riage of Abimelech and others to him, and therefore he had warran 
and ground cnough ro make warre againſt any King, State or perſon 
upon a juſt quarrcll, | 
He was lovin! But firſt marke his love to Lot, although Lo: was lately departed) 
Lo, | from him, yet his loveto Lot had not left him, bur he was atcoſt and 
labour and hazard to redecme him from captivity. Muſt not wee 
learne of him to ſhew great loveto our kinſmen and ſpecial! friends, 
ifthey be in danger perill and miſery, even to doc all that according 
to our places we may to ſuccour, relieve and reſcue them, 20a 
wrong, violence, oppreſſion and like calamitics. Be charitable and 
kind kinſmen and bretheren, cleave to your kinſmen and bretheren, 
and ſo farre as you may lawfully, and as your places will beare,defend, 
maintaine and helpe them againſt unjuſtice and injury, No man muſt 
| joyne with his kindred in afinnefull and unjuſt cauſe, but in a good and 
| 


© —— 


honeſt and juſt cauſe, heisnot of Abrahams minde, that will not ſtick 
;to them, and helpe them whar in him lieth. All therefore that deſen 
| their friends in honeſt marters, ſor feare of alirrle coſt or paines orthe 
| like, are to ſee, thatthey be notgood imitators ofthis good man, nay 
nor any that doth not according to his place, ſuccour the opprefil 
| which Salomon commendeth under a queſtion ſaying, wilt thow not d- 
liver him ? For muſt we ſuccour an Aſle preſſed with a burden,and na! 
| a brother preſſed with a bundle of injuries, | 
He was coura-|  Apaine, Abraham ſhewed courage in this worke, for had not hee! 
io beene of good reſolution, he would not have dared to oppoſed hin- 
ſclfe to a conquering army and a Prince, that had held divers other 
Princesin ſubje&ion, and now came forthar purpoſe intothoſe arts, 
to ſubdue thoſe that had caſt of the yoake, Loe how a good mat 
muſt be couragious too, and not ſuffer himſelfe ro be deterred from 
| his duty, or any good and commendable wocke, by feare of danger. 
| What courrge. Courage is ſucha diſpoſition and frame of mindthar will not be daw-! 
Ig | ted by perills and dangers, and by vill accidents, that he may &- 
| | Counter in the workes that his place requireth, bur will reſolve what 
| | In him hes, with due refiſtance to repell them, or if they cannot be: 
| | repelled, to beare them. Such courage Abraham here diſcovered, 
| ſuch 
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ſuch courage do you alſo ſhew and exerciſe, let not every ſhew of dan- 


erskare you: burgoethorow with good workes, whatſocver comes 
ofit. It is a good thing to be valiant in battaile, where life is cx- 


 poſedto perill, and is it notagood thing to be valiant againſt all other 
| canger> g 


nd that you may be couragious in all things. Firſt, be ſurc the 
cauſes in which you put your ſelves in hazard, begood and juſt. Se- 


condly, be ſure that you take God along with you, by keeping his 


en 


fayour in a holy converſation, as Abraham did, orclſe courage may 
quickly faile and deceive you. 
Andnext, learne to deale prudently in all affaires, as Abraham did, 


DO 


The cxcellency of a buſineſle is in the wiſe carriage of it, labouring 
toget Convenient aid and helpe, and then chooſing fittimes and {ea- 
ſons and other circumſtances : We muſt blame our ſelves therefore 
if by any indiſcrerioa or failing, we have hindered our owne good 
ſucceſe inour affaires, as ofcen times mendoe, and muſt pray to God 
todireR us with diſcretion ( for it is his gift, ) that we be not cauſes of 
ourowne diſappointment and miſery. 


them. 1. To the Sodowntes, 2. To the Cananites, 3. To Angels whom 
he tooke ro betravellers, 

Fri: 1 the Sodornwites, firſt he did moſt heartily intercede to God 
for th-ir ſparing, if there had beene found, 50. 45, 30,20. Yea but 
10, juſt men therein: So great a lover of good men was Abraham, 
that he would heartily pray to God to ſaverhemy and for their ſakes 
to ſave alſo the people whom they dwelt amongſt, and how well 
pleaſing this ſervice was to God, it is evident inthe ſtorie, Gen.18.2 3. 
ad finem, For God did with wonderfull patience accept his ſuites, 
eventill hee came to ſo low a rate, as if he did finde but 1c. inthe 5. 
Cities, that is, a poore couplein every City, 

Wee muſt learne hence, to ſhew our loves to man-kind in generall, 
and eſpecially to juſt and good men, in praying God for all righteous 
men, that they may be ſaved and delivered, and for the Socicties 
and Citics and countrics wherein we live, thar they alſo might proſ- 
perand eſcape for the good ſake of the good that livethere, Fervenr 
prayer for humane ſocieties and for juſt men inthem, ſhould be made 
by Gods people. Why ſhould you not improve the right you have 
unto Gods cares? Forthe good of many, 7 will that prayers and ſup- 
plications be made for all men, ſaith S.Paul, eſpecially to pray that God 
would deliver Citics and Countrics from publike and fearefull de- 
ſtrutions, Bretheren, why are we ſo defeRive in this dury « Why 
do we not pray forthe nations abroad 2 in hope that there may be 
ſome righteous amongſt them, why are our mouthes ſtopped 


heartes and mouthes. be inlarged with all humble confidence to be- 


in ſecking the helpe of his confederatcs, and taking the opportunity of 
night and dividing his men againſt his enemies into ſeverall bands, | 


Now ſce how Abraham behaved himſelfe to frin-men as we calll 


from ſuch ſuites 2 Let us now follow our Father here, and let our 


ſeech. 


— 


Meanes to get] 
courage, 


Abrabams car 
riage to the 
Sodumites, 
Hee praycd for 
them, 


t Tim.3.1, 


k 


| ſeech God, for the good of thoſe Cities and quarters of Chriſten, 
; dome thar are ready roexte up one another, that God would ſhey 
| favour rothem and not give them over to periſh by rhe ſword cach 
; other, Account Prayer an exerciſe of ſome efficacie, have ſo much 
| | faith as to know that our prayers ſhall nor be vaine labours, and 
| that you beleeve, that God is a God thar hearcth prayers ; onely 
| ct all your prayers be as Abrahams were, fervent, humble,and re. 
verend, 
|2.Heflrwed | Another good worke of Abraham to the Sodomites was, that he 
| pumantya"d | did not make them flaves to himſelfe and keepe them for his own: 


kindn:fle to 


the $olomites | uſe, nor ſell them as ſlaves ro others, as by the Law ot Nations he 


| 1o8 '& & N, The Example of Cura p.11,&c 


| 


— —_—_ 


| 


( 


he had taken, | might well have done, but granted them liberty, and ſect them + 


gaine in ſtate of freedome ater he had by the ſword taken themau 
of the hands of thoſe that had led rhem captive. He ſhewed hy. 
manity and kindnefle to thew, thovgh they were wicked men and 

| not 1igourand extremity. | 
| Wce muſt all learne to be kince ard loving to niankince, andng 
to preſſe men with heavie arid grievous burdens, even though wee 
might doc it in extremity of right. T his ſhall bring morc love and 
| good will, honour and good cſteeme, then rougher and more |: 
vere carriage. Ir is better to be loycd then hated, honoured then dil. 
graced, be counted a friend and ſaviour of men, then a proud per- 
; {on that cares not what becomes of others, ſo that himſelte may. 
; make an advantage ofthem. The comfort that gentlenefle and cle. 
| mencie bringeth, is alſo very much more then that which will fol 
low from the contrary. The dying heart can receive no content in 
\thinking he hath cruſhed, inthralled or otherwiſe afflited men, bu 
that he hath delivered, comforted, ſaved them, thar affoordeth great 
conſolation, in that ir becommerh an argument of goodnefſle, and: 
| meanes of hope, that a man ſhall finde mercy as he hath ſhewed and 
exerciſed ir, Le! not either coyctouſneſle, or arrogancic, or a cruel 
diſpoſition make you carrie your ſclves auſterely ro men for your 
owne adyantage ſake, bur uſe all courtefic, as Abraham did even 
to theſe Sodomites, Let them enjoy good things, even though you 
have power and ſome ſhew of right to deprive them thereof, one- 
ly doenot interrupt juſtice in her a&s of ſeveri:y. This was his dee 

ling with the Sodowwtes in generall, 

His cariz* co, SCE how his dealing is witch the King, as you have it, Gen.14. 
= King ot 31, He would not take anything that was his, no not toa ſhooe-lat- 
would receive Chet, and he faith, that he had lift up his hands to God to thar end, 
noching from thatit might not be ſaid by the King of Sodome, I have made Abti- 
—_ | ham y/<h Here Abraham ſhewes himſelfe, firſt, a man that did not| 
' regard riches, nor eſteemethe wealth of this world, in that of his 
, owne accord he bound himſelfe by a vow, nor to rouch ſo great a 
 bootieas this, thar fell into his hands by juſt conqueſt, and whichin| 
{all equity he might have taken and that with good thankes too for 
| the preſenttime Tom the King of Sodome, who wiſhed alone the p99! 
ONS, 
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ſons, and did willingly yeeld the goods ro Abraham, but Abraham | 
ſtood upon termes here of credit tor his Religion ſake, and would ; 
not have the King of Sodom to triumph and ſay, that his wealth had | 


Youſee, that we ſhould ſo diſ-valew riches, as freelyto caſtthem 
away and deny our ſelves of them, rather then incurre any reproach or 
diſgrace for rhem,even though thetmputation would be unjuſt. Should 
not all men labour to have as generous a minde as Abraham ? Sure, 
| we ſhould {trive for the perfection of vertue which hath beene found | 
inthe Saints. It cannot be ſaid yet, Abraham ſhould have ſinned if | 
he had rakenthis ſpoyle, neither was hee bound ſo much to the | 
Sodomite, as to affoord him cither perſons or goods : but he confide- | 
red before hand, that ſome aſperſion of covetouſneſſe would have | 
| beene cat upon him, it he ſhould have poſſeſſed himſclfe of this 7 
wealth, and therefore he bindes himſclte from ic by a vow. Noble | 
Abraham, that regardeſt due eftzene rather then-grear riches, and 
' wouldſt ler goe fo faire a morſell, rather then incurre any the leaſt | 
ſhow of diſgrace for worldlineſſe, Why ſhould not we be followers | 

of Abraham in his verrues £ Why ſhould weuſe meanes to get wealth | 
joyned with apparent reproach? ſuch as woulJ fer the mourhes of all 
men on talking againſt 'us, more then this fa& would have filled 
the mouth of Chedarlaomer with ta!ke againſt Abraham : O what a bu. 
finefle of minde 15 this newes and how doth it ſhew our in- 
ordinate affeRionto riches more then to a good name? which yet is : 
to b- preferred aboveall treaſures, if we would hearken to Salomon, | 
[I conclude, that we muſt ſhew our true magnanimity, by ſleighting 
great abundance of ouward things, ſo as that no man might ever 
|have cauſe to grudge againſt us, that theſe riches which ſhould 
have beene his 1f all things had beene fairely carried, have made us 
rich, eſpecially let no man grow rich by taking forfeitures of poore 
'men, it is worſe to ule extremity to a meane perſon chen to a 
eat, 
; Now conſider this worthy mans carriage to the Cananites, inha- 
bitants of the land in which he was a ſtranger. Firſt for rhe Coun- 
trie it ſelfe, then for the perſ-»ns rhat dwelt in it. For the Countrey, 
' Abraham made it much the better for him by two things, wood and 
water, very neccflary things for the life of men. For hee planted 
groves and hee digged wells againe, which had beere digged in 
the daies of his Farher. As concerning thoſe groves, ir is conje. 
| turedthatthey might be for religious uſe, becauſe it is ſaid, rhere 
| he called on the name of God : ba: the word here uſed is not the ſame 
under which ſuch groves for religious uſe are after forbidden, there- | 
fore more like ir is that here alone was intended civill uſe, and ſure 
It 15 a good thing to plant wood for the benefirof mankind after our 
ſelves be dead. A man would have thought, what ſhould aſtranger 
trouble himſelfe to make a grove? He is likely to depart from the 
place ſoone, and then he cannot carry his trees with -him ; bur this 
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| did not diſcourage Abraham, he knev/ that ſome man' might enjoy ir 
if himſclfe did not. Indeed for wells and water, the orath re 
| dounded to himſelfe preſently as well as to others for the fy 
ture. 

Now learne of him to. be common BenefaQtors, by helping to 
ſtore the world with wood and water-ſprings, and other like things, 
the uſe of which ſhall redound to many as well as to your ſclycs;| 
Eſpecially the care of planting woods ſhould be commended unto 
you, our age defſtroics that neceſſary proviſion. All cut downe,| 
none plant for another age, wood is uſefull for ſhade, for timber, 

| for fewel', ir is one of the things wee cannot want, it is one of 
| the things, thatif ir bedifcreerely done, will quit the coſt that it re.; 
| quireth. The tree after alittle time will grow without aay labour of 
| expence beſtowed abour it, it will pay for its ſtanding, if you ſ 
| your hedge-rowes with trees, they would grow as well as thornes, 
| If here and there at convenient diſtance, trees were planted, efpeci.! 
ally timber trees, the.graſſe would not be much the Ieffe, But Iam: 
[Not a husband-man good cnough to commend theſz particulars to/ 
you; Let mee commend the thing in generall, Order things for the! 
common benefit, and ſhew your ſclyes lovers of mankinde, be not 
all for your ſelves and for the preſent. | 

Now tothe perſons generally, he ſhewes cur:efie, that is, acar-! 
riage ſayouring of lowlineſſe and good eſteeme, together with love 

and good will unto the Hittites when he came unto them about the 
matter of a field of buriall for Sarah, Gen.23.7. Hee flood up and 
bowed himſelfe, the word is the ſame that is in other places rranſla:ed 
worſhipped, meaning he bowed his body with his face downeward 
| in teſtimony of honour and reſpe, and afterwards, verſe 32. He 
| bowed downe himfelfe before the people of the Land, You ſec lowlyand' 
| re{peRive carriage inthis worthy fcrvant of God. 

i Weought tocarrie our ſelves courtcoufly to all men, Honour all men, 
| faith S.Perer,he meanes it, of this kinde of reſpeRive behaviour of bo- 
dy. This is a meanes to ſhew love,and to beget love,and to increaſe 
love,and to keep out jarres and diſcontents, as a ſower and hautic and 
ſullen dogged carriage doth proclaime contempr or hatred or both,and! 
{o cauſerh jarres and fallings out,anadiflikes,and increaſcrh them if they! 
have bceene begun. Thoſe therefore that be of a haighry carriage, 
or rude and boyſtcrous behaviour, not knowing how to give due! 
{alutations or complements of countcfic are to be blamed,as men that 
doe not alone want education bur chariryfggd humility, for if thoſe: 


— 


| bend, ſalute, uſecap, knees, all ſuch things as either nature or cuſtome 
| maketh to beas it were badges and profeſſions of humble love and 


ſerviceableneſſe, of a not roo much preferring your ſelves above: 
| others, 


— _ —— ————————— —— — — — — 


| graces did rule in the heart, though they could nor prompt a man; 
to a kinde of artificiall demonſtration of them, yet they would ſome: 
| way infuſe themſelves imo the carriage, and make ir gentle and ami-: 
 1ble. Therefore let your carriage be faire,and kinde.and ſweere,bow,: 
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others, and under-valewing them in compariſon of your ſelyes, AC- 


Ps 


cuſtome your ſclves unto and uſe them for conſcience ſake, thar they 
may ſavour of piety inthe eſtimation of God, who can ſee piety in 
ſuch things, and ſo they may be more then morrall vertues, even 
ſpiritual! aRions and fruits of SanGtification. Onely, I beſcech you, 
to take heed of cauſing your courtefie to be meerecomplement, and 
of being the more cratry by how much you ſceme more councous, 
and of uſhcring in ſome naughrineſſe by a goodly and lowly car- 
riage of your ſclves. If ſuch vertucs be corrupted, and that there 
be nothing in them bur the meere our-fide,the more loathſome ro 
God, and art length alſo to man. 


Particularly, ſec how he carricth himſclfe ro Hephron the Hittite, 
with whom he bargained for a field of buriall. He deales plainly 
and ſquarely with him, Ephron offcred to give it him freely, he 
would none. A wealthy man ſhould not be apt to reccive athin 
of gift, ir would be a figne of coverouſneſſe and of an having dif- 
poſition. Then he askerh the price and ſaith, that hee will oy as 
much as it is worth. 7 will give thee ſaith hee the money of the field, 
that is, whar it is worth, and Ephron anſwers, tis worth 400 ſhe- 
kels. A common ſhekell is thought to be werth 1s. 3%. of our | 
money, ſo 4oc ſhekels is 251b. and then Abraham weighes him 
the money of filver currant with the Merchatts. Abraham in a bargaine 
of 251b. dorh not ſtand halfe-perthing,and firſt bids 15, then 17, 
then 20, then 22, then 24, then 25, as anumber of baſc niggardly 
minded men would have done, but when he ſaw it tobe worth the 
moticy at a word he paycs it, and when Ephron ſaw Abraham de- 
firous of this land, he doth not aske 40, or 35, or 30, or 32, but 


preſentand good aſſurance, and ſo here is juſtice, and plaine upright 
dealing betwixt them. ; 

O that you would learne of him to bargaine and pay without any 
over-reaching or tricks cither in bidding or asking, or other devi- 
ces, that you might ſhew your ſclycs not to be poſſeſſed with the 
love of money, which is the vice of all vices, cventhe roote of all 
evill, Bur I am ſure, the contrary driving of bargaines is ufuall 
amongſt us, that it may appeare we doe not buy and ſell ont of re- 
ſpeR of our duty unto God, and the common goed, but alone 
out of defire zo waxe as rich as we can, yea though it be by other 
mens loſſes, - 

Next confider, £Abrahams carriage to CAner, Eſbcol, and Mamre. 
Fir't, in making a Covenant with them it ſeemeth to have becnie 
a [cague of peace offenſive and defenſive. Secondly, in making 
bold withthem to crave their aid in his battell againſt the King of 
Shirts, by whom Lot was captivated. Thirdly, in allowing them 
to take their part of the booty though himſclfe would not doe ir. 
S0 a good man may and in ſome oſs muſt joyne himſelfe in 

2 co- 


at one word tells him ſo much it is worth, and ſo they agree, the |* 
one alſo payes currant money in full weight, and the other giveth] 


His carriage to 
Aner, Eſhcol, 
and Mawre, 


7 8 


Abrabams 4 
riape to Abj- 
melech. 

1, Maketh a 
coyenant wirh 
him, 


2, Dealeth 
plainely with 
tum, 


| Iz |[Gzx, The Example of Cu a Pll,&c, 


bY 


| covenants and leagues fo farre as his owne benefit, and the bene. 
fir of other men requireth it, and muſt uſe prudence and diſcretion 
to keepe himſelfe ſafe, not relying on the care of God withou 
care of ufing meanes, Hee may alſo challenge of others, the per. 


formance of covenants, and muſt be content to make himſelfe be. 


upon termes of being troubleſome to them. And hee muſt alfy 
leave his friends to themſelves, in point of their right, and not 

eſſe them to thoſe things, whereto yet it may ſeeme convenient tg 

inde himſclfe : for you heare © Abraham ſaying, Let Aner, Eſhcol, 
and Mamre take their part of the booty, though himſclfe bound him. 
ſelfe by oath to take no part of it. O that we couldcarric our ſclyg| 
'fo to our friends ! and not be ſtill pinching to them, ſo as we will 
part with nothing, unleſſe they will be perſwaded to part with ag 
much. Ir is amoſt baſe and abje& diſpoſition, and carries a rcliſh 
of exceſſive ſelfe-love, when a man is ſogreedy of his owne gaine, 
'chat unleſſe others will beare as great apart as himſclfe in ſuch and! 
(ſuch things, he will hold and keepe and let nothing goe from him- 
ſelfe. But it is a noble and magnanimous part, and a figne of true: 
charity#when a man will rather put himſclfe to loſle, and yet giye 
others leave to have an eye unto their profit. 

Now” ſee, how CAbrabam carrieth himſelfe to 4 bimelech as you 
finde it recorded, Gey. 21.22. & 33. cAbimelech with his chick 
Captaine and inward friend came to Abraham, defiring to make 
a Covenant of peace and amity with him , perceiving that hee 
was 2 man bleſſed of God and proſperous, and Abraham condil- 
cended to the motion and makes the oath unto him. So fhould we 
willingly imbrace offers of peace and concord, and covenants of 
love and amity, even if need be, to binde our ſelves therein with 
a ſolemne oath, for the Lord of Heaven is ſo great a lover of unity 
betwixt men, that hee is well content, his holy and great name 
ſhould be uſed. as a bond or obligatien to tie them faſter and ſurer 
together. When therefore a lawfull oath is required of us, for the 

uring of others that we will deale faithfully in any parr of our duty, 
we ſhall notdoe well to refuſe ſuch an oath, bur muſt informe our 
ſelves by the praQtiſe of ſogood a man as Abraham of the lawfall. 
neſſe and ufefullneſſe of ſuch an oarhz only that we be carefull to 
deale uprightly and finccrely,both intaking and in keeping ouroathes, 
Yea when anoath is miniſtred to bindeas toforbeare all wrongfull car- 
riage and doegood in our places,we ſhould be glad to have our conſci 
ences firmely ticd in ſuch caſcs. | 

Further note, that Abrahams dealeth plainely with Abimelech, and 
reprooveth him concerning a well of water which the ſervants of 
Abimelech had violently raken away from Abraham. So muſt wee 
deale freely and plaincly with our neighbours and friends, in cxpoſt- 


lating ſuch and ſuch wroogs as may fall out to be done unto us 


holding to his friends as occafion ſerveth, and not ſtand too much} 


| by them and theirs, and muſt not laythe matter up in our mindes, ſo 
| to 


— 
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ro keepe our ſelveseſtranged fromthem. For it may ſo cometo paſſe, | 
\char we may finde that it was without their privitie and againſt their | 
will, chat ſuch bad meaſure hath beene offered unto us, as it fell our * 
in the matter whereof Abraham doth complaine to Abimelech, Bur | 
wemuſt be ſure Beloved, in all occaſions of ſuch complaints, to rem. | 
er our anger, and keepe our ſelves in ſo good rune, that we breake | 
'noiforth into words of choler and diſcontent, tending to provoke and | 
exaſperate them with whom we deale in ſuch caſes, bur do it with | 
'gentlencſſe and mildneſle of ſpeech, that quiet words may pacific | , 
[wrath if any be ſtirred, not gricyous words ſtirre up that which was 
| ready to goe forth of it ſelfe. Yea when ajuſt and reaſonable apology 
or excule is uſed by any upon our complaints, we mult be ready to | 
{accept of it, andto befſatisfied, that we may not prove our ſelves to be 
 ofanimplacable diſpoſition. | 
' Yeawe {ce, that Abraham dealeth alſo bountifully with Abimelech, | 3. Her deal: 
for it is faid, v.27. he gave him Sheepe and Ox-n whenthey made | >vvtifully 
2 covenant, ſo men that have wealth muſt be free handed and free Kata TY 
hearted, 2nd ready to beſtow convenient gitrs and preſents upon thoſe | 
whoſe favour they would keepe, and to whom they would have ir | 
{nanifeſt that they reſolveto befaſtand lure friends, Nothing leſle | 
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befeecmeth a wealthy man -then niggardlinfſe and cloſe-fiſtednefle, | 
whereby he is ſo held in captivity, that he cannot willingly let any | 
[thing goe from him, but what he cannot keepe though he would. | 
[Indeed bounty is chiefely to be exerciſed to the poore and needy, | 
[but yctſo that in duetime wemuſlt learneto pradtiſc it, by atreegiving 
'to our equals alſo, and thoſe that ſtand not in abſolute neede, for gitrs 
are fit meanes to expreſſethe lovers good will, as well as to ſupply the 
| wants of the receivers. 

Laſtly, Abraham ſets apart 7. Ewe Lambes, and when Abimelech| ,,. ,... 
demanded the reaſon, he tells him that he ſhould receive thoſe Lambes | 04 carriage 
a: his hand in teſtimony of his acknowledgement, that Abraham had | *%*#372er% 
digged rh2t well, and that the right thereof appertained to him. So 
we ſhould in wiſedome learne to make all matters cleare betwixt our 
ſclves and others, in caſes thar have beene in controverſie, that fo 

wee may cut of all occaſions of heart-burning or contention for the 
rimeto come, and rhat though wee put our ſclyes to a little coſt, for 
theſcrting of things in ſtable peace berwixt them and us. 

The laſt part of Abrahams good carriage is to ſtrangers, which he 
conceived at firſt ro be men, though indeed they proved to be Angels: 
for ſo you have his hoſpitality recorded by the Holy Ghoſt, Ger.18. 
1.4417. When he ſaw certaine men which he tooke to be travellers, 

he ranne to them,and with importunity brought them on their way. 

A courteous, tree and honourable intertaining of ſtrangers, is a vertue 

commended to our imitation, by the example of Abraham : for fo 

fairhrthe Authorto the Hebrewes. Be not forgetful to intertaine ſtran- | ycb.1;.:, 

Ss) | |gers, for by that meanes ſome have received Angels unawares, and 

we arc biddento be given to hoſpitaliry. Let us therefore be farre 
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And if to ſtrangers, much moreto our friends and acquaintance, muſt; 
we ſhew our ſelves humane and liberall in this kinde, and moſt of all! 
to our poore and needy neighbours, that cannot reward us, for our, 
Saviour prefers mercy before curtelie, and tells us, that ſuch cof 
| ſhall be reckoned for. So have we done with Abrahams vertues, 
| which if we can take out in our practiſe happy ſhall we be, forto this 
end are good mens good deeds regiſtred in the Booke of God, that 
we which reade them, by following them in the waies of goodneſle, 
might beſure to over-take them in the end of our journey, and to, 
dwell in the place of happinefle, whether they have ſately gone be. 
fore us. | 

Abrabams Now Iproccede totell of his finnes and offences, for ſuch is the 
ng | ſtate of morrall men in this lite, thar it ſhall be found true of every! 
Jamesz.z, | man, which S.zames tells us, i” many things we offend all. Doubt. 
| 1cfſe he arrogatcth greater perte@ion to himiſclfe, then ever the word! 

| of God hath artribured to any meere man firice Adam, that conceiveth! 

| himſelfe to be quite free from all evill corruptions,and from the brea- 
king out of corruptions. | 
His ict fule | The firſt fault of Abraham was that in which he lived before his! 
oye calling by God our of Yy of the Chalgees, for it is manifeſt in the! 
24. of Toſh. .2, that the Fathers in old ime, even Terah the Father 
of Abraham and of Nahor, and conſequently the ſonnes themſelves, 
being ſo brought up of their Fathers, ſerved other gods. Herethenis 
a ſinne in Abraham, that he trooke up the religion of his Fathers with. 
out making any diligent inquiry into the matter, wherher the religion 


kind, they take their religion onrruſt, ſerving thoſe gods whichthey 
| find in the places where they dwell to be worthipped and ſerved, 
| and labour not to find out and ſcrve thetrrue God alone, who is onely 
worthy to be ſerved, yea if it fall out that the rrue God be ſerved 
amongſt them, they cleave not to him ovt of judgement and well 
grounded knowledge, thar he is the onely true God, bur alone ou 
' of common cuſtome, becauſe all men do fo, andthisthcir religon be. 
commeth bur a vaine religion, and is of no force to their ſalvarion, 
Indeed it was not ſo ſtrange athing that Abraham ſhould be thus car 
ried away after falſe gods, according as he was led by the common 
example, ſeeing at that timerhey had not the word of God written 
by Prophets and Apoſtles, to dire& and guide them inthis matter, 
But for us whom God hath ſo farre favoured as to give us thecleare 
light of his holy word, it is amoſt grievous finne to be led wholyby 
cuſtome and example, and not to build and ground our felvesupon 
that light which God hath miniſtred unto us. And rhe true cauke 
why men do follow ſuch falſe guides in matter of Gods worſhip, is 
the blindneſſe of their mindes, and carnallneſſe of their hearts, and 
the ſecretatheiſme which is inthem, by which they are not thorough- 
ly and certainely perſwaded, that there is a God at all, and therefore 

care 
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from niggardlineſſe in this caſe, and yer farre from profuſeneſſetoo, | 


and gods were true ornot, And this is a fault commonto all mar-| 


— CO {OO A EA _ — 


Gs. eAbraham. CunaP.ii,&c 


care not to finde out and ſerve the living God, as if it made no 
grcat matter, ſo they {crved one which they ſerved. | 

Let us therefore beware of falſe gods and falſe religions, and let 
us beware of walking after a falſe rule even in following the true 
God, that is, of ſerving him, not becauſe wee have any irue and : 
certaine knowledge of him in our owne mindes, but onely becauſe 
we have beene ſo taught of our Fathers, and fee the whole world 
where we live to take the ſame courſe, for he that is thus blindly ' 
led, worſhips God but by chance as it were, and is as ready tor a 
falſe god as for a true, and this was CAtrabams fault before his cal- 
ling. | 
iow after his calling, he fell into ſome ſinnes, though not wil- 
fally nor preſumptuouſly, but of weakenefle and of infirmiry. The 


faith, and that he wavered not nor ſtaggered ar the promiſe of God 
through unbelecte, yet at the firſt, his taith was mix<d with unbe- | 
leefe, and ſhewed it ſelfe to have ſome feeblencfle init. For firſt, 
when he went downe into Egypt b=caulc of the famine, and ſaw that 
the men were wicked and feared not God, he was in doubr, leaſt 
the men of the place would kill him tor his wives ſike, God had | 
| promiſed him before thattime togive the land oi Canaan to him and 
[to his ſeede after him, and yet he had no ſeed, therefore as yct hee | 
| covld not be put rodeath, unlefle the promiſe of God ſhould faile 
him and come to nothing. Notwithſtanding the promiſe which | 
ſhould have beene fruſtrated, if himſelfe had died withour iſſue, he 
doubted leaſt he might be flaine by them, as being diſtempered and | 


| | diverted by feare from conſidering and taking diligent notice of the | 


| promiſe. This was a manifeſt imperfeRion of faith you ſee. Where- 
| fore let us takenotice thar in the taithfulleſt of Gods people there 
| will be def<ts of faith, as alſo there was want of it in David, when 
| he ſaid, 7 fhall one day fall by the hand of Saul, and in <Atoſes, when 
| he ſaid, How will Pharaoh heare mee ? ſeeing the Iſraelites did not, 
{and againe,Why haſt thou ſent mee to deliver the people? ſecing Pharaoh 
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| opprefſerh them the more ſince I ſpake to him. 

And therefore, let us not be diſcouraged though we finde weake- 
nefle in our faith, though faith I ſay doe ſhew it ſelfe feeble and be 
| much troubled, and ſometimes foiled by doubting,eſpecially in great 


| and ſore temptations; yet we muſt not be heartlefle, nor conclude, 
| that weare utterly deſtitute of faith, or that our faith is not true and 
fincere, and unfained. True faith you fſce in Abraham may be weake, 
yea cannot but be weake, ſo long as we be cloathed with rabernacles 
of flcſh. Hethat truly belceves, may yetbecarricd away with doubt- 
ing ſometimes, when occaſions of pcrill and danger incounter his 
faith ; and therefore alſo let us be carcfull to confirme and ſtrengthen 
our faith more and more, and to grow in it by renewing our medita- 
tions of Gods promiſes, and putting => ſelves often in minde of the 


| 
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firſt fault was weakeneſle of faith, Though he was the Father of the ». Weokenefl. 
fairhfull, and is commended in Scripture for the ſtrength of his * 


1 Sam.27.1. 
Exod.6.12, 
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power and crutch of God the promiſe-maker, which are the pillars 
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and foundations of our faith. Forif Abraham, when thele doubts be. 
| gan to ſtirre in his minde, had called to minde Gods promile of gi 
 ving him ſcede, and had reaſoned with himſclte thus, hath not the li- 
' ving God poſleflour of Heaven and Earth undertaken to give mee a 
| ſeede to inherit this land after me How then can [be killed by the 
| Philiftins * How canthey take away my life whilſt this promiſe 1s not 
| yet fulfilled 2 Surcly God both can and alſo will give mee lite and 


preſerve me from the hands of thiſe godlefle Philiſtins, for how elſe 
thould he fulfill his promiſc ro me ot giving me ſecd atrer me 2 If 
Abraham, I ſay, had thus ſtirted up his faith by ſcrious conſideration of 
Gods power andtruth, he had not beene foyled fo as he was. Let his 
weaknefſe and failings be our warning, tha: we may Eicape tae cvills 
which he fell into. 

Againc,as Abrahams faith was weake and yeelded alinle ro doubt- 


2. Acornall | ings, ſo was he poſlefled ſomewhat ſtrongly for the rime with a kinde 


| fearc vt deaths | 


of carnall teare of death, Gez.12.12. and afterwards, G2n.:©.11.He 
| ſaid, they will ſlay mee for my wives ſake, .So you mult note anocher 
weakenefle in Gods pcoplc, flowing from the formcr unperiection 
of fairh. They arc aptro be over-tcaretull of dangers, and by name of 
| death, even to be ſo much terrified with the appreheniton of dar- 
ger, eſpecially of loofing thcir lives,that they cannot truit upon God 
and reſt upon him for ſafety, as they ſhould doe. This fcare was 
found in David, it was found alſo in Peter, and in divers others of 
; Gods people. The ground of it is, as Ifaid, partly the weakeneſle 
of their taith, and partly the terriblencſſe of death, which is the ter. 
ribleſt of all terrible things, as being a ſeparation of the ſoule from 
the body, and a ſtripping a man at once of all rhoſc things that are} 
moſt deare unto him, and conveighing him ourof this world into ano-! 
ther; concerning his happineſſe herein he is not alwaicso full of affy- 
rance as he ſhould be. For when theſe feares doe ſuddainely fcizeup- 
on aman, upon occaſion of ſome ſenſible obje& thar threatens him, 
'they pullout of the minde for the time the thought of Gods promites, 
and hold the ſoule alone in theapprehenfion of the greatnefic and ineyi-| 
; tablenefle of the danger which looketh him inthe face. | 
| Let us therefore learne, not to be heartleſle our ſelves, becauſe! 
| we have have beene fo tranſported with feare, as was CAbraban, 
[nor yet be cenſorious to others, whom wee ſhall ſce thus for a fit. 
| even ſhaken and almoſt overcome of feare. Ir is a fault indeed,and' 
' we muſt blame our ſelves for it and be humbled, bur it is ſuch a 
' fault, as may ſtand with truth of grace, and which doth not give 
| juſt reaſon to conclude our ſelves unſanfified, ornot ro be Gods true 
| children. | 
| Andlctus learne to beware of feare, to reſiſt and oppoſe it atthe 
' beginning by the oppoſition of Gods love and proteRion; yea, letus | 
| lubourto worke in our mindes ſuch atruc apprehenfionofthe harmelel-| 
'neflc of death and other croflcs, that we may learne notto be m_ of | 
; them - 
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|them, though we muſt needs ſuffer them. For why ſhould we feare 
| that which cannot hurt, yea that which ſhall be an advantage to us, 
| Feare none of thoſe thinzs that you ſhall ſuffer ſaith the Lord,and David 
' faith, 1 will not feare what man can doe unto mee, and againe, 1 will 
' not ſcare though I walke in the walley of the ſhadow of death. It is an ex- 
cellent thing and very comfortable, when our heart is ſo ſetled that 
feare may not diſmay us. And the way istoget aſſurance of Gods fa- 
vour and of cternall lite, andthatall rhings ſhall worke for our good, 
and ſpcedily to ſet this faith on worke,whendangers ſhall offer them- 


— 
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ſelves unto our fight. 
| But further, Abraham to ayoid this danger,conſulted with fleſh and 


words were in ſome ſence true, as he telleth TA bimelech, becauſe $a- 
rah was his ſiſter by one fide, yet in the meaning which he would 
| have thoſe to interpret his words to whom he ſpakethem, they were 
not true. For his intent was to make them conceive, that ſhe was ſo 
his ſiſter asnot his wife. He reſolved touſe falſe ſpecches, and draw 
his wife likewiſe to joyne with him in theſe falſe ſpecches, yea 
they agreed upon it before hand as he tels CAbimelech, Gen.20.13. 
Abraham ſaid to her, this i the kindneſſe thou ſhalt ſhew mee at every 


bling is a finne and ought not to be done, as Abraham heares even 
from LAbmelech himlelfe,verſe 9. Thou haſt done deeds unto mee that 

bt not to be done. So it may befall agood Abraham out of incon- 
fiderateneſſe and heedleſnefſe in not pondering their pathes, nor 
thinking of their waics, or ina ſuddaine to diſſemble and dealefalſe- 
ly for the preventing of danger,as may be ſcene alſo in David and in 
Peter, when he denied Chriſt, and when he withdrew himſclfe from 
communion with the Gentiles, for feare of them which came from 
| James to Antioch. For athing not conſidered of, is for preſent as uſc- 
lefſe as if it were not knowne at all. 

Thereforc here alſo we muſt Iearnenotto be utterly diſcouraged, if 
we have run into ſuch a faulr, when we bethinke our ſelves after of 
ſuch offences, we muſt be humbled, bewaile them, confeſle them, 
condemne and judge our ſelves for them, but we muſt not be feare- 
full of asking pardon, and of intreating mercy to forgivethem, muſt 
not conclude, that there was no truth of grace in us, becauſe of 
ſuch palpable failings, yea we muſt take boldneſle to goc to the 


throne of grace, renewing our repentance, and earneſtly ſuing fo® 


| pardon. 
And wemuſt alſo take heed of cenſuring others, and birterly and 
harſhly for ſuch offences, engdibey be groſſe: even Abimelech did 
not eſteeme Abraham a diſhoneſt and naughty man, becauſe he had 
found himtripping inthis matter ; onely take heed leaſt we miſuſe this 
Example and the like, to build upon them a boldneſle to ſuch finnes, 
that were agreat wickedneſſe, They muſt imboldenus to repeatand 
Crave 


eee ct 


| 2. He diſſem. 
' bloud, and uſed deccit, and ſhifting, and falſchood, for though "4 bled, 


lace whether wee ſhall come, ſay he is my brother. You ſee they agreed! 
forchand to diſſemble and to continue diſſembling ; yet ſurc diſſem- | 


4 
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| crave mercy, after we havethrough weakeneſſe offended, they muſt 
not imbolden us before handto reſolve on a finfull deed. Yeawhen 
we behold their ſtumblings, ir ſhould make vs to be earneſt in our 
| prayersto God for agreat meaſure of ſtrength, that we may eſcape 
| ſuch offences, and to be more frequent and firme in renewing our 
| purpoſes of not firning in the like kinde. Reſolve therefore, that 
| nothing ſhall make you lic or diſſemble, and if you doe reſolve, 
| you will ſeeke pardon and ftrive to tranſgreſle no more. 
420 _ 5%] Alſo notethat Abraham drawes Sarah heretofinne in ſuch a kinde, 
fare aso 1n- \ a$ did even hazard and indanger her chaſtity once or twice. O let good! 
danger her | menrake heed of drawing one another tofin, for our fin will fo indan- 
challry. ger another, that we know not when we ſhall be rid of the evill fruits 
of our feares and diſſemblings. When a manis1n perill he doth nat 
likely look about him,to ſee thoſe miſchicfes that will follow the bad 
courſes he takes, to free himſclfe from the preſent evill. Sure if he 
| would fore-ſce them, he would rather ſuffer the danger of feare,then 
c_ himſelfe to the bad con{equents of his eſcape. Would nar 
Abraham rather have hazarded himſelfe by ſaying the is my wife, 
then of making her commit —_— by ſaying ſhe is my fiſter, if he 
had well confidercd of it before han 
Bur yet note we, that Abraham fell into this ſinne once, and againe, 
and if occafion had ſerved, was ready to fall into ir often, as we have 
alledged his agreement with Sarah before. He did it firſt in Phayacky 
Countric, then in CAbimelechs Countric, and intreated Sarah to dye 
ſo where ever hecame; fo for want of due conſidering, a good man 
may runne intothe ſame grofle finne againe and againe, yea and be 
ready to runne into it very often, if he were put to it, as we ſce alſo in 
Iſaac in the ſame kinde. 
| axotteis, | There is adouble finne of ignorance, One concerning the fact in 
Norance, * | generall, when one knowes not that ſuch athing is unlawtull,theother 
concerning this particular fat, when I doe not take noticeand obſerve 
thatthis a@ of mine is ſuch aſinne. Often it falls out,that Gods chil. 
drenthrough the ſtrength of ſome paſſion or corruption, as here ou 
of feare, doe not conſider of their particular ations and ſo run often 
into foule offences our of this particular ignorance, as I may call it, 
they know the propoſition, deccit is a finne, bur the aſſumption, this| I | 
is an at of deceit, 1s not added for want of conſidering, and there- 'n 
fore the conſcience doth not preſle, this is adeccitfull a&, you muſt F 
| 
| 
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not doc it, Now when we finde our ſelves upon better confideration, 
tO have beene carried thus to doe evill, we muſt nor be diſmayed but 
renew our repentance, and reſt on Gods mercy in Chriſt for par- 
don, and fo for the future, reſolve to forbeare the finne. Alſo we muſt 
learne, often to conſider of our owne waies leaſt any ſuch faults be! | 
found in us. Mans heart is full of blindnefſe and ſclfe-deccit,and wn-| || | fi 
| leffe he ſhake himſclfe as it were, and examine his waies often in his| Þf | '" 

owne heart, he may live in ſome great offence and nor finde it, and| | | 

though theſe kinds of finnes will not hazard his ſalvation, yet they| | |fa 

-F TO may 
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may bring divers crofles and miſcries, and much reproach, and give| | 
much offence, and procure ſore temptations, and much diſquietmenr 
of conſcience to him afterwards: Let us not animate our ſelves to | 
fnne by the falls of the Saints, bur rather worke in qur ſelves anholy | | 
feare of our ſelves and carcof avoiding ſuch fins. | | 
Now I come to Abrahams laſt ſinne, which was his taking of Hager, | 5. 4bratam 
afault in it ſelfe, for God made one Man and one Woeman, to thew, | ©*4 tv wives 
that he would have marriage an individual! ſocicty of life berwixt one 
Man and one Woeman. Bur that point was not knowne it ſeemes | 
in thoſe rimes, and therefore both Sarah perſwaded her husband, and ! | 
he condeſcended to take Hagar. A good man may live ina few finnes | 
| 
| 
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of ignorance, and never particularly repent of them. Take we heed | 
therefore of condemning thoſe, who conceiving ſuch and ſuchthings | 
not to be ſinnefull, take boldnefle to live in them. If want of will 
to ſee the light, make a manto reſiſt rhe light, offcring ic ſelfe ro his | 
| conſcience, becauſe that he will not know, fearctuli 1s ſuch a mans 
| eſtate, and I cannot ſee that this may ſtand with ſanRification. Bur if 
| want of light or ſtrength of impediments hinder from knowing, wee 
ſhould not condemne a man thar in other things is upright tor ſuch 
faults, _ we muſt labour with God to revealeto us our ſecret faults, 
thatſo much as may be, we may free our ſclves from thoſe finnes of 
jonorance, and take heed of taking things on truſt upon the opinion and | p48 
example even of moſt worthy men, | 
Wee goe forward in conſidering 4trahams example, and muſt ob- | 3. 4(r4! ams 
ſervethe benefits which God beſtowed upon him. Theſe are of two me 
ſorts” Firſt, Temporall, then Spirituall. The Temporall bleffings | r.Temporall, 
are oftwo ſorts. Firſt, Thoſe that were givento himſelfe, Secondly, 
Thoſe that were granted to others for his ſake, | 
Firſt for himſclfe, beſides the common benefirs of health and | x, For himſelf 
ſtrength, and wit, and limbes and the like, which moſt men receive | 
|atthe hands of God, He gave him firita good Wife, Sarah, who was | :-A good wit: 
obedient unto him as the Scripture noteth, and did ſhew all reſpe& | | 
and reverence to him, calling him Str, or wy Zord, and thovgh ſhee F. P36, | 
was a woeman and had her fraileties, yer ſhe was agood and durifull | 
wite unto him, and in the maine a comfort unto him. Avzral a had | 
his Sarah with whom he lived very comfortably in the liate of matri- | 
|mony, and there never fell our that we rcadof, but one alone diſcon- | | 
tent and brawle betwixt them, which yer by the wiſedome and mo- | 
deration of Abraham, was quickly made up and healed. | 
Now this benefit muſt be marked as a fingular and excellent bleſ-"| a ,0q wite | 
fing, to have a loving, chaſt, durifull and reſpeRive wife, is a great | a grea: blelling] 
bleſſing. All thoſe to whom God hath vouchſafed the ſame mercy, 
muſt {ce and acknowledge it with all thankfulnefſe. And if we con- | 
fider that a bad wife is like continuall droppings, and as rottenneſſe | 
in ones bones, and like oyle in his right hand, which will quickly | 
diſcover it ſelfe, we ſhall learne the better to prize and eſteeme this | 
—_— Hee that obtaineth 4 wife ſaith Salomon, obtaineth mercy yu | ea eas 
| Lord. 
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 ; Lexd, For houſe and goods be the inheritance of the Fathers, but a 
| wife is / the Lord. And Salomon ſaith, Who ſhall find a wertuous woe-' 

' man ? 
in ber, ſhee will doc him good and not evill all the _—_ of his life, This 
; great benefit the Lord gave unto his ſervant Abraham, All therefore 
' that have obtained the like mercy in ſome meaſure, muſt obſerve and; 


er price ts above the pearles, The heart of her husband ſhall truſt 


valew aright ſo principul a bleſſing. Though a man have an yoake. 
fellow in ſome things imperfect and weake, yer-if the be generally 
o00d, will joyne with him in picty as Sarah did with Abraham, and 
beare him company in all good things, and will leave houſe and all 
to j: urney with him, if God call them forthco any ſervice, ir 1s a ſpe- 
ci1ll goodneſie, and a chiete inſtrument of his comfort and welfare, 
Sarah honavred Abraham, Sarah obeyed Abraham, ſhe was ready to 
provide a feaſt for the Angels at his zppointment, ſhze was a good 
huſwife and helpefull unto him in the overſceing of his great family, 


ſhee was «very way con:erttull and pleaſing unto him, and a little 


. . . . = . 
roo obſcquious, in being content for his ſake, to ſay ſhe was his ſiſter, 


| Wherefore let this firſt bene fit he noted, an? letthoſe thar have itcon- 
feſle it with praiſe and thankes to God, and let thoſe that have it not 
as yet, learne to ſecke it at Gods hands, knowing his 1cadinefle to 
 ex<rCiſe his goodnefſſe uponall men in all ages, if they feare and obey 
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2 He had chil» 


( 


| 
| 


that inherited the promiſes and the bleſſings with him, and in| 
' whom the covenant of God was eſtabliſhed. Hze gave him alſo 


him, as well as upon Abraham inhistime. | 

Secondly, God gave Abraham children alſo. Firſt he had I/hmull 
by Hagar, then in due time he had 1ſaac by Sarah, the ſonne of the 
promiſe, rhe ſonne of his old-age, beſides agodly and dutifull ſonne, | 


many other children by Ketura%, which had alſo children in his lik 
time, 

Children are a bleſſing of God, chicfly if they be. good and ver- 
tuous, willing to be ruled by ther parents. Theſe are thetnheritance] 


of God, when they grow up as Olive plants round abour ones table, 


and the Pſalmiſt ſaith, bleſſed are they which have their quiver full! 
ofthem, they ſhall not be aſhamed when they ſpeake with rheirene- 
mies in the gate, Theſe comfort him in their childhood, and area. 


dclight to him when they be young, theſe are a ſtaffe to his old-age.| 
In them hisname liveth when his perſon is dead, and they be as it were 
branches ſpringing from himſclfe as a roote, and making his houſe] 


to flouriſh and begreene. So God bleſied Abraham in the fruite of his 


body. | 


Let all thoſe therefore whom God hath bleſſed with this bleſſing, 


' ſee Gods good hand to them, and praiſe him for ir. Indeed to bea)| 
parent of many and towardly children, if ir lift up the heart to God, | 
' and occaſion our hearty thankefulneſſe unto the Lord, is a ſpeciall | 


| thoſe that have irnor, muſt ſeeke it of God, and walke before him obe: | 
| diently, that they may be capeable of it. 


| favour. Thoſe that have ir muſt ſee Gods good hand in it, and! 


| 
Next, : 


man, let him make much of him, and be a kind Kinſman as Abraham 
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themſelves for and with him in the batraile fought with foure | 


| 


frufted, Had they not beene loving and couragious, Abrahamcould | 
!not have accompliſhed his deſire for his kinſmans deliverance. Bur | 
eſpecially he had one exceeding faithfull ſervant, religious, diligent, | 
diſcreete, carcfull of his buſineſſe, and one in whom he might pur | 
his truſt for the well ordering of his goods, and for the diſpatch of | 
any affaires committed to hun. You fee his carriage in the 24. of 
Geneſis. He was cautelous and waric intaking of his oath, and would | 
not {weareraſhly, He was carefull in obſerving his oath after he had 
'takenir. He made uſe of his maſters goods, and the power which his | 
\maſter had given him over his family and goods, to finiſh wellthat 
oreat worke of taking a wife for 1ſagc. He commended the mater 
to God withearneſt prayer, He followed itthorougly, and brought | 
itto paſſe effeQually. He made a good choice for 1/aac, and made 

haſt to returne to his maſter, and bring him backe the truir of his jour- | 
[neywith good ſucceſſe. No doubr it was a great joy of heart to Abra- | 
(bow, when he ſaw FlieFer returning with ſo good ſpeed from Paday. | 
Aram, and bringing backe with him ſo ſweerand choice a Virgin for 
Iſaac, according tothe carneſt defire of Abraham, 

\* Let all maſters marke Gods dealing with them in their ſervants, 
and if he pleaſcto ſtore them with many good ſervan's, or with one 
ortwo alone, of excellent parts and graces, letthem cven praiſe God 
for it, conſidering how great a vexation it is, to be croſſed with ſcr- 
yants of a contrary diſpoſition, which will be unto him even as ſmoake 
in hiseyes, and as vinegerto his recth. And ler all thardefire ſuch a 

'blefling, rake the ſame courſe that Abraham did, that is, labour them- 

{elves tobe good maſters, and ro command andteach their ſervants to 

'feare God as A brabarm did, and to ſhew themſclves loving, kind and 
liberall to them, 

| Bur further, Abraham had a good kinſman Lot, that conſented to 
'beare him company in a holy pilgrimage, and was cafily wonne by 
his wiſe dealing, ro keepe peace and amity with him, though my 


little breach began, yer it was ſoone made up betwixtthem, and Zo? 
and helived in good peace and concord together, No doubt this alſo 
oladded eAbrahams heart, and proved a ſpeciall conſolationunto him, 
[f God havegiven any man ſuch arcligious and godly Couſtnor Kinf- 


was. Yea the Brother of Abraham, Naher though he continued in 
the land of _Hram, and went not out with Abraham, yet was inhis| 
kind a good Kinſmantoo, for he rejoyced to heare of _MHbrahams wel. 
fare, and intertained his ſervant courtcouſly, and moſt readily ſent 
his daughter to him, fo long a journey into a farre countrey, to be a 
yoake-fellow to Tſaac his ſonne, to the no fmall comfort of Abraham 
nd Iſaac both. Hercin he ſhewed mercy and truth to Abraham, as the | 
| M ſervant” 
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ſervant ſpake, and did the office of a good and loving Brother, 1f 


God afford ſuch bleſſings to any, that he hath a loving wite and cow. 
teous Brother, ready to gratific and comfort him, hemuſt obſerye; 
with thankes, and thoſe that would have the good hand of Godt 
ſtirre up their Bretheren to ſhew them due reſpet, muſt even walke| 
upright and before God, that he may reward them as he rewarded! 
Abraham. | 

But another bleſſing Abraham had tOO, he met with very faithfull/ 
friends who were confederate with him, and did moſt carcfully ob. 
read the conditions of friendſhip and amity, for you ſce they dig! 


readily joyne with him, and helped him in his warreagainſt the fore. 
named conquering kings, and were inſtruments by their valour tore. 

| deeme Let, and to vanquiſh thoſe conquerours. T his is a moſt de. 
firable benefit, to have true and triſty friends and allies, that will: 
ſticke to him in his need, and hazard themſelves for him, and. joyne 
with him in his goodcauſe, art not prove like unto a leg out of joyn,, 

| ot a broken tooth when occaſion ſerves to imploy them andulc their 
labour, or hazard for his benefic. Doe you not think that Abrahan: 
rcjoyccd in the fidelity and amity of his affociates. Doe you ng 
thinke that he bleſſed God for it, and did account himſelfe very hap- 
py in enjoying three ſuch noble and worthy confederates. Let w 
encourage our ſelves to obey God, and to forſake our country and 
kindred at his command, for cannot he repay ard repaire that loſſ 
eaſily 2 by raiſing us up even in a ſtrange countrey, thoſe that ſhall 
| 2s heartily love us, and as fairhfully cleave tous, as any kinſmenin 
| the world. Feare not to forſake friends for Gods ſake, for heeca 
; eaſily cauſe you to find as good in a ſtrange countrey, if necd fo re 
| Quire, aSany you may leave behind you in your owne countrey. And 
| if any have in his owne countrey or abroad mer with ſuch friends, 
| he muſt artribure it to the wiſe and good providence of God over him, 
; and with ſolid and ſincere praiſes acknowledge it, carrying himſelf 
| friendly alſo tothem, and ſhewing himſclfe as willing to grant a be- 
(\nefit to them in fit ſcaſon, as ever he was to receive a benefit from! 
them,for hee that hath friends,ſaith Salomon,mmnZt behave bimſelfe frendy, 
Let us yet conſider another mercy. | 
Abraham had good eſteeme andrreputation, an honeſt and honay- 
rable name amongſt the men of Heth where he lived, fo that theyall 
| loved and reſpeed him, as appeareth. cAelchiſedech loved himand 
| cameout to meet him and blefied him, and gave him bread and wine 
; for himſelfe and for his troupes. «_4bimelech uſcd him curteouſly, 
| and though Abraham and Sarah both had ſomewhat too groflcly 
 overſhot themſelves, in diſſembling that Sarah was his wife, and! 
that way 'indangered him to a great finne, and brought ſome hea | 
| hand of God upan him and his houſe; yet he ſhew'd himſclfe affable 


and bountifull, reſtozing him his wife, . and not ſo alone, bur giving| 


, him gifts, and commanding his people to forbeare all injurious cat- 
| riage co him\and his wife, and granting him leave to dwell hoy 
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would in his countrey, and after repairing to him, defiring his triend- | 
ſhip, he acknowledged that God had bleſſed him and w—_ with him, 
and requeſted that a Covenant might be made betwixt them two, and 
that in the ſolemneſt manner, Was not this aſigne of great reſpeR 
and love in him to Abraham? and was it. not a fingular comfort and 
credit ro Abraham , and a ſigne of Gods great favour to him, to 
incline the heart of ſuch a perſon to him? Yea in what repute and 
credir helived, appearcth. in that the Hitzires honoured him, called 
him a Prince of God, and were ready to give him leave to make 


requite his faithfull ſervants, 


haps ſome vile and baſe perſons, that they be cordially and heartily 


The Lord hath bleſſed my Maſter greatly, and he s become great, and 


uſe of any of their choiſeſt Sepulchers to buric his wife in, and 
'Epiron the Hittite a man of good cltceme amongſt them, ar firſt 
[word did frankely offcr to give him his field, which hedcſired, and 
at firſt condiſcended to ſell it him for a reaſonable price. So God 
gave Abraham good will and credit where he came and amongſt all 
even highand low. 

Letthis alſo encourage all men to ferve and obey God. He can 
'givethem agood name and good favour cyery where, vertue, picty, 
\and goodn c ſhall winne good eſteeme and kindnefle from men that 
| be not utterly ſlaves to finne, ſo farre as it is good for Gods people 
tocnjoy. They muſt indeed, (if God ſee fit totry them by that Croſſe) 
endure diſgrace and hatred, and cauſcleſle malice and reproach, but 
fo farre as Gods Wiſdome judgeth it beneficiall for them, he both 
can and will incline the hear:s of all to reſpe and regard them,to love 
and honourthem. He will make them to be honoured and favoured of 
all with whom they live, Feare not therefore to ſerve God, bur 
cleave to him and obey him, you ſee his bounty how he can and will 


And thoſe that finde the good hand of God going with them in 
this kinde, thatthey be reſpeatully and kindly entertained,thatthey 
have a good name and loving kindnefle with all men, except per. 


loved, that men ſpeake well of them, wiſh and doe well to them, 
and are glad and ready to gratifie them, they muſt acknowledge Gods 
goodnefſe in this mercy and rejoyce in his love, that doth turne the 
hearts of men unto them, and praiſe, honour and love him the more, 
for thepraiſe, honour and love they receive in the world.” We muſt 
prepare our ſelves to meete with 1ll uſage, ill will, ill language, but 
when wee meete with good, then we muſt confeſſe, that the Lord 
our God is the ruler of all hearts, and bleſſe his name that cauſeth 
us to finde favour with men, as David did with Saul at firſt, with all 
Ifracl and with 4chiſh one of the Philiſtine Lords, King of Gath, that 
gave him honourable entertainement in his Court. 

Now another temporall bleſſing we obſerve to be granted to this 
good man, and it is three or foure times noted in Scriprure,Gen.13.2. 
Abraham was W rich in ſilver, cattell, and gold. So Gen.24.35. 


bee hath given him flockes and heards,and ſilver and gold, and men ſer- 
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| miſe to LA braham, and he was a very rich man as well as very good, 


Eccleſ.5.13, 


A great and fa, Breat and famous victory over foure great and conquering Kings, s 


mous victory, 


wants and maide ſervants and Camells and Aſſes, and 25. 6. Abraham 
gave gifts t0 the ſonnes of his Concubines. He could not have inriched 
them, if he hadnot beene rich himſclfe; So God tulfilled his pro. 


Riches are in Gods hand, hee hath them in abundance; . He ig 
able and ready to grantthem to: his ſervants : Indeed they be bu 
doubtfull bleflings, if a man havenot power to uſe them well, they 
will be more hurtfull ro him then profitable. Bur fo farre as the 
perfe& wiſedome of God ces thar they will be beneficiall ro them, 
wiſcdome ſhall bring them alſo in her hand and fillthe houſes of he! 
admirers with them allo, 

Let Gods people learne therefore to truſt upon him for their one 
ward eftatez for though he make norall his children rich, for it is 
not good for all, yet he will not ſee the meaneſt of them to ({arye, 
for then he ſhould not anſwer that bountifull and mercifull title of 
a Faiher, by which he loveth thar his ſervants ſhould call him and 
call upon him. Incourage your ſelves thercfore in all holinefle,righ. 
reouſneſſe and vertues, for fure the Lord that filled che hovlſc of 
cAbrabam and made him ſo wealthie and great a man,will notneg. 
Ic&to give you foode convenicnt for you, and to ſupply you with 
neceſlarics, | 

And let thoſethat have houſes, goods, and wealth in abundance, 
learne to uſethem well, to ſce it is Gods gift, and to uſe them 
ſtewards, to praiſe God forthem, to make them a meanes of knit. 
ting their hearts more ſure and faſt to him in love and obedience; and 
ro imploy them bountifully, liberally, and mercifully as A brahan 
no doubt did, that they may lay up treaſure for themſelves in He 
ven, and that by well-doing they make them friends of the riches of: 
iniquity. Wealth honeſtly gorten, mercifully and bountifully uſedand! 


moderately enjoyed, is a great mercy of God, If God make you 
rich, doe you ſhew your ſclves to be good as well as rich, orel 
riches. doe not make a man the better that hath them, neither can! 
they make his life much more comfortable z yea it doth appeatcof- 
ten that riches are laid up for the owners thereof for hurt. | 

And theſe be the hoc# remporall which CAbraham had' 
for himſclfe, a good wife, good children in their kinde, and| 
one religious, good ſervants, good friends, good name, good. 
favour and great wealth, to which add one particular bencfit, 4 


the Holy Ghoſt telleth us, Ger.14-15. he purſued them, he divided 
himſelfe againſt them he and his ſervants by night, and ſmote cen 
| and purſued them to Hebab, and brought backe all the goods, and: 
| Lot his brother and his goods and the women and his people. An 
| abſolute victory was obtained by Abrahams wiſedome and valour, 
God gave him the wiſdome, - God gave him the valour, God 
gave him the .ſuccefſe. The Prophet Zſay ſets forth Gods good- 
hs to Abraham in gencrall, as a ſure argumenr, that God = 
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ſhew the like mercies to his peoplein after times, bidding them looke 
unto Abraham and Sarah,and ſaying,1ſa.5 1.2.1 called him,1 bleſſed bim and 
increaſed him,and 41.2,3.He ſetteth forth this very beneficin magnificall 
phraſcs,ſaying,who raiſed up the righteous man from the Eaſt?called him to 
his foot? gave the nations before him and made bim rule over Kings ? gave | 
them as T7 to his ſword ? as driven ſtubble to his bow ; hee purſued then: | 
and paſſed ſafely by the way that he had not gone with his feete, God 
would have his people take notice of this mercy in ſaving Abraham, 
and making him viRtorious, to aſſure them of his like love in defen- | 
ding them, and giving them victory over all their enemies, eventhe | 
wholeChurch,and each particular member thereot. He that ſheltered | 

Abraham, was with him, gave Kings before him, ſhall not he de- 
[care his love as much in furure ages to his people 2 Surely he is the ! 
fame for ever. Let this comfort us againſt all thoſe that riſe up a- 

ainſt us. 
he But what did God for others for Abrahams ſake? Firſt, he bleſſed 
\Lot the more for Abrahams ſake, and as it is noted, Lot that went with | 
' Abraham kad heards, and after when God deſtroyed Sodome he | 
\thought of Abraham and delivered Loralſo. So God for a good 
[mans ſake will blefſe and helpe even his friends and well-willers, 
and thoſe that belong to him ſhall be much the better for him,accor- 
ding tothe promiſe that he had made, ſaying, 7 will bleſſe them that 
Bleſſe thee. 

[ye for Abrahams children, he bleſſed 1ſaac and gave him grear 
ourward things, ycagave him alſo grace and made him heireof the 
Covenant, and continued the Church in his houſe, giving him a 
ſonne in the life time of Abraham. For Abraham had Iſaac at a 
hundred, and lived 175 yeares, and 1ſaac married at forty, and had 
Eſau and Tacob at fixty, ſo Abraham lived to ſee thoſe two ſonnes 
tbout five yeares old, and gave outward things to Iſhmael and abun- 
[dance to him, that Princes came of him inlikelihood during Abra- 
hams life time, and he ſent away his ſonnes by Keturah with great 
riches, and you know that even after Abrahams death, God honou:. 
'red him ſtill, by calling him his friend in many places, and for his 
ſake did great things for his ſonnes after him in many genera- 
tions. 
| Thus youſee, how worth the while it isto ſerve, feare, and obey 
; God, what abundant bleſſings he grants, what honour and fame 
even after death ; though all Gods people have not all theſe out. 
'ward things in like manner beſtowed upon them, yetthey havethat 
' Which is ſufficient forthem, and thoſe that finde their friends and 
children happy in outward reſpeRts, muſt obſerve Gods hand to be 
thankfull, 

Yeawe muſt all take notice of Gods like dealing with many of 
his people, whoſe poſterity flouriſh when they be dead, ſome in 
oodneſle as well as goods, and ſome atleaſt in carthly reſpets, and 
eavc agood name behinde them, ſo = many yearcs after _ 
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religion to the 


deccaſe, their names are honourably mentioned, and all men count 
them good and fairhfull ſervants of God. The name of the righteow 
is had in everlaſting remembrance, whilſt they live, and when they 
dic God ſhewes himſelfe grarious and bountifull ro them, even in 
temporall bleſſings oftentimes as well as ſpirituall. Bur if any want 
theſe ourward benefits, they muſt conſider of themſelves whether 
their ſinnes doe not deprivethem thereof. For ſometimes ſuch mer- 
cies are denied to Gods people to chaſtize, and keepe downe, and 
roote up ſome vices inthem. David was crofled in his children, to 
corre@ his fondnefle, and to chaſtize his adultery and murder: $4 
lomons poſterity was brought low, to chaſtize his Idolatry z If inour- 
ward things the Lord f{ceme careleſle of his people, they might 
cafily finde by ſearching, that ſome evill carriage of theirs hath cau. 
ſed him to chaſtize them inthis life, that by being brought to re. 

ntance, they might not be deſtroyed and periſh in another world, 
and ſo much for theſe temporall benefits. 

Now for ſpirituall bleſſings, the firlt was, that God called him ont 
of his Countrey and Fathers houſe, from rhe Idols of his Fathers 
houſe, forthey ſerved falſe gods there, 79jh.24.2. and acquainted| 
him with himſelfe the onely true God. No greater bleſſing can be. 
fall a man here, then to be called from a falſe religion tothe true re. 
ligion, ſo that his heart be inclined alſotothe prattiſe of rhe true relj-: 
gion, and that he be effeQually ſanRified as was Abraham. Wee 
muſt looke that wee have this mercy of cffeuall calling ; Indeed 
from Idols and ſuch kinde of falſe gods, wee are called, or rather 
we have beene kept from following them at all, but ah, are we cal. 
-Jed rowalke before God in holineſſe and righteouſnefſe * nor alone 
turning fromdarkeneſſc to light, from a falſe religion to the true, but 
| from the power of Satan unto God, that is, from ferving the Divell 
| in awicked life ro ſerve God in an holy life. If we be not fo called, 
we are not ſonnes of Abraham, and omward bleſſings will doc us 
little good. If we be, then wee have cauſe to rejoyce before the 
Lord our God with exceeding great joy, for he thar is ſo called, hap-| 
pic is he. Thisis a mercy of mercies, to be a Saint by calling, one! 
whom God hath ſo wrought upon by his Spirit, that his outward; 
call hath wonne him from the [tate of corruprion to the Bare of; 

race. | 
: And if any finde not himſclfc ſo called, or finde it doubtful t/ 
himſelfe, whether he have beene ſo called yea or not, let himear- 
| neſtly ſceke ro God forir, and if wee would know whether we be| 
| called yea or not, compare our ſelves with Abrahams Call, Gen.11, 
| I, God had ſaid, meaning,bcfore his Fathers death, before he dwclt! 
| in Charran faith Steven, for though becauſe Terah was the Father, 
the departure is aſcribed to him, yet God gave the call firſt to 
Abraham and heacquainted his Farher withit, and ſo his Father went 
out and he with his Father, as a ſonne in the family and houſe-hold 
of his Father, and bids him leave kindred and Fathers houſe, and 
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goe into a Countrey which God ſhould ſhew him, promiſing him | 
large off-ſpring, great bleſſings, and that the promiſed and bleſled 
Goſpell before to Abraham, when he ſaid, i thee ſhall all Nations be, © 
bleſſed, ſo that he was more largely inſtruted by God of remiſſion | 

of finnes and ſalvation eycrlaſting by one that was to be borne of | 

him. Now God cauſed him alſo ro beleeverheſepromiſes, ſo that | 

he left his Fathers worſhip and obeyed God. If any of us have had 

the Word of God preached in our eares, and by name the promiſes of | 

the Goſpell, and hath found his heart fo affeed with thoſe promiſes, | 

and therrue belicte of them,that ic hath made him follow God in a 

holy converſation of life, and leaye his former finnes, traycll towards 

the land of life, that Jand which God had ſhewed him inthe paths of 


righreouſneſſe and true holineſſe, this is effeua!l calling,happy and | 
bleiTed is this man. Rejoyce in this calling, and bleſle God for it 
morethen for all earthly things wha:ſoever. And if any of you be | 


no as yer fo called, let him fee his miſery, and now call upon God 
'ſotocall him, till he finde his prayers gramed: for if we turne to 
'God he will rurne tous, and if we ſceketo him for the performance 
of his gratious Covenant in putting his Spirit of Sanctification in our | 
| hearts, he will not faile to doe it. 
| But aſecond ſpirituall bleſſing was 1. He gave him moſt gratious ,.c,;riruat 
promiſes. 2. He appeared to him many times to renew thoſe pro- , bleſſings, 
| miles. 3. He entered into a Covenant with him and his ſeede after 
| him. 4. Hegratiouſly accepred his prayers and after this life he fa- 
ved his ſoule. | 

Firſt, he made him gracious promiſes, Gen.12.2, 1 will bleſſe thee, | ,_Gog made 
and make thee a great Nation, and thou ſhalt be a bleſſing, and I will vim gratious 
| bleſſe them that bleſſe thee, and will curſe them that carſe thee. Againe,  ©**it* 
he appeares rohim to renew this blehng, and theſepromilſes, Gen, 
13-4. promiſing him alarge off-ipring againe, and the poſſeſſion of | 
the land of Canaan, underſtood by _A1braham to be a figure of an | 
| heavenly inheritance, for he ſought a Citie to come, ſaiththe Author ro 
the Hebrcwes. 
| Againe, Chap.15.”. and in the whole Chapter hee confirmeth | 2: Appearedee 
[the promiſe 2gaine by another viſion, 7 amthy ſhield and thint excee- m_ O_ 
ding great reward; ſo to comfort him againſt the doubts which hee | thoſe prom+ 
[might have, that the vanquiſhed Kings might prepare an army and | {© 
returne upon him, and there alſo againe he renues the promiſe of gi- | 
'ving him a ſonne, yea giving him a multitude of children after him, { 
hag by a figne confirmes it to him: Looke up to Heaven (ſaith hee) 
(and count the Starres, &'c. yea gave him faith to beleeve ir, and | 
{aſſures him that hee was juſtified, and that hee accepted thar faith | 
of him for rightcouſneſſe , accounting him by meanes of that 
faith for the ſake of him in whom hee belecyed, as perfcRly juſt, 
asif hee had perfeRly fulfilled the Law. 

And yet more fully aſſuring him of his goodneſle by cntring | 

| M 4 


IEP into 


—_— ——— 


UMI 


ſeed ſhould come of him: for S.Paul ſaith, that God preached the| | 
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it by the ſcale of circumciſion, and by changing his name, aſſuri 
him alſo, that he ſhould have the ſonne of the promiſe, by his ws 
beloved wife Sarah, and telling him alſo whatname hee ſhould be cal. 
led by, Iſaac, from his laughing at the promiſe, not by way of di. 


in Chap.18. hee appeareth unto him againe in forme of a man, and 
tells him the particular time of the childs birth, and acquaints him 
with his purpole concerning the overthrow of Sodom. And laſt of 


an oath confirmes to him the tormer bleſſings, Gen.2 2,16. which 
hee had never done beforc. This is-a finguar mercy to Abraham, 


to give him ſo many promiſes, to renew them ſo often to him, 
and confirme them ſo ſtrongly ro him. And you muſt looke whe. 
'ther God vouchſafe ro ſhew himlelte thus to you , even to bring 
home to your ſoules in the reading and hearing of his word, and 
excrciſes of religion, the gracious promiſes ot his word, giving 
you by his Spirit aſſurance thar hee admirtrith you 1nto the c0 
venant, is your God, pardons you, blefſeth you, and will give you 


{all needfull rhings for ſoule and body, and make you partakers. of 


| 


[RI felicity. All Gods ſcrvants rhit are the feed of Abraham, 


(unto theſe that love hims and kerpe his commandements, and ſuppe with them 


'to live holily, to caſt of yourfinnes and become obedient as was 4- 


| be your God, he will be your ſhicld, he will be your reward, hee 


| will bleſſe you in all things, he will give you the inheritance of lik 


have this holy communion with God in hisword, in prayer, inhis 


| . . . : | 
| ordinances, which Abraham had in theſe dreames and viſions: forty 


the Fathers God ſhewed himſclfe by thoſe meanes, to us by theſe, 
jand Chriſt ſaith, that his Father and hee will come and ſhew themſelvs 
O if you find this ſpirituall tamiliariry with God, how happy are you, 
It not, truly earthly bleſſings are of no great valew, they be common 
to good and bad. Andnow ſceke you, {ceeke yourhele {pirituall ble 
ſings, Gods aſſuring you of pardon of finne, and appearing untoyou 
moreand moreto confirme your faith in the promiſes of the Goſpel|, 
land to make you aſſured of your ercrnall happineſle, and that he is your 
; God, umiill at length hedocven as it were {weare itunto you, and make 
; You certaine of it 2 

| And Bretheren, be you incovraged to anſwer Gods call, to repent, 


| braham, tor though perhaps you may not be ſo rich as he, nor have 
| ſo many childeren, nor have ſo great ourward favours, yer will God 


eterpall, as ſure as he did ro Abraham; he will heare and accept you 
prayers, and he will bring you ſafero rhe land of reſt, to Heaventha| 
rrue reſt, where you ſhall have no more unquietneſle inward nor out; 
ward, Into Abrahams boſome will he receive all thoſe, that be the 
true ſonnes of Abraham. 


Learneto eſteeme of theſe ſpirituall bleſſings, though perhapsthey| 


} may : 


| The Example of CHna p.11,&C 


; Heentredin- into a covenant with him in a viſion, and by ſacrifice. And in Chy,' 
- |to acoyenant| x7, hee renewes the ſame covenant with him againe, and confirmeth 


: 
| 
| 
| 


| 


ſtruſt and unbeleefe, bur of faithfull joy and gladnefle in ir. And 


all, afcer he had offered Iſaac hee appeares unto him againe, and by. 
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may be ſeparated from the temporall, God therefore alone divideth| 
them becauiſe he ſees you be nor fit for both, but would be hindered | 
from injoying the one and growing in the one, by the overfull enjoy-| | 
ment of the other. But the better I ſay youthall ſurcly have as well | | 
25 Abraham, God will more and more affure you of his favour, and 
of his kingdome, and ſhew himſelfe more and more graciouſly un'o | 
you, in confirming to you his comfortable promiſes more and more. | 
This is betrer then all the riches of the whole world ; If Abrahan, 
had cnjoycd this whole world and not this ſweete entercourſe with | 
God, his life would not have beene halte ſo comfortable and happy, 
but it his eſtate had bin never ſo poore and meane in outward things, | 
yet would this ſweete fellowſhip with his Maker have made him 
happy and bleſſed enough. Spirittuall good things are the chicte | 
and principall, bleſſed is the man whom God pleaſcth to take for his 
owne; to call to himſelfe, to ſtrengthen in faith, to make more and | 
more certaine of his ſalvation, This is the bleſſing of Abraham thar 
comes unto the Gentiles by faith in Jeſus Chriſt, This poore and ' 
afflicted Saints enjoy as well as rich; This {eeke, this labour for, by 
indeavouring to walke with God, and by being upright. 

Ifany fay, Butalas I want this, I find not God ſhewing himſclfero 
mein his ordinances, I fiad him not ſetling my heart. 
| I Anſwer, If hee have called thee our of finne to a good life, and | 

that thou indeavoureſt to follow him,-'he will in due time ſhew him- | 
ſc}fe unto thee, feare it not, and the longer heſcemes to deferrethe | 
revealing of himſclte, the more abundanr and exceeding great ſhall | 


the comfort be ar laſt. God will not faile to blefſe his people with | 


| piricuall bleſhngs, and comfortthem with ſpirituall comforts, if they | 
walke before himin ſincerity. .. | | 
I proceed to tell you of good Abrahams crofles, which if you com- | Abrahams 
{pare them with Iſaacs, were much greater then his, if with Iacobs ©1965: 
they ſeeme in ſome reſpects much lefle, Bur zf you conſider them | 
(imply, they were ſome ofthem exceeding heavy tobeare, Wee will | 
|ranke them intoa certaine order. | 
Firſt, God put himto ſuffer an heavy croſle at his firſt call, as ma- | 2. He change 
ny times alſo he doth many of his ſervants. His kindred and his Fa- | '* eounn'cy 
thers-houſe were all Idolaters, and God ſaw that he ſhould have had | th.rsbouſe, 
| much adoeto have maintained himfelfe and the truth of his religion, | 
if he ſhould have continued amongſt them. Wherefore hee cauſed | 
him to leave that place, and thoſe perſons, and to goe into another | 
land which he ſhould ſhewhim, according as in the Pſalme, the Pro- 
phet ſpeakes to Pharaohs daughter, forſake thy kindred and thy fathers | pr1,,..10. 
houſe, and this affliction often aſſaileth the Saints of God, at their | 
looking towards true piety, when they beginto forſake ſinnefull cour- 
ſes and:tolooke towards Heaven; though they change not their coun- 
trie for anew habitation, nor leave their fathers houſe ro goe into a 
region farre diſtant, yet their fathers houſe falleth our with them, 
_y ceaſe to be friends rothem, and they feele that which ſometimes 
our 
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Mar. 10.36, our Lord hath forctold, 4 mans enemies ſhall be thoſe of his owne hop, 
yea father hates the ſonne, and the ſonne the Farher. For a mang' 


inward and ncereſt friends are more weary of himthen, then any other; 
becauſe having occaſion. of converſing with him, they more ſee his 
picty, elſe as Owles are more offended with the light, and becauſe! 
| wanting that commerce in evil} and vanity which once they had, they: 
are more diſp!eaſed at the change. 
We muſt learne therefore whoſoever mindeth to follow Chriſt ang. 
be his Diſciple, learne to love him above all perſons, yea as himſelfs 
reacheth us, to hare Farher and Mother, even to hate them I lay; 
that is, to be willing to part with them, as if we hated them for Chritk 
ſake. And as here the Lord fo provided for Abrahams, that he wan. 
ted no friend in any place where ever hecame, a torrcine countrey 
afforded him as much welfare as his native ſoile could have done, { 
whoſocver ſhall looſe any ſuch thing for Chriſts ſake, ſhall be ſurerg 
receive inthis life an 100. fold, thatis, an hundred times more good 
and comfort, then thoſe things or perſons could have aftorded, ye 
many times alſoa larger mealurc,and greater number of ourward things 
ard outward friends. | 
| This was the firſt croſſe of Abraham, leaving his countrey, ſee next 
| whathe mer with in Canaan another countrey, in reſpe of his cſtat' 
| and the perſons that were deareſt to him. | 
2, Was uncer- Firſt for his eſtate, God gave him no poſſciſion, no not the bredth 
mae Face n of a foote, but made him travaile up and downe intents, without cither 
ne ne” |certaine houſe or any inheritance. This is a crofſe too, and a thing] 
little pleaſing to fleſh and bloud, to be of a fleeting condition, nat 
| knowing where he ſhall dwell next month or next yeare, to be with 
'out houſe or home, that he can call hisowne ; by which Godtaught 
'LAbraham, to uſe the world as though he uſed it nor, and to ſet his] 
heart more upon the things above, becauſe he had fo little ſerledneſſe 
.inrhe rok rang The people of God muſt be content to berow- 
ledas it wereup and downe from place to place, to be inthe Earths| 
| ina Sca, in which they ſhall be toſſed now hither now rhither,and have 
,no fixed dwelling almoſt, and our Lord Chriſt after he was a Prez-| 
| Cher, was accuſtomed to ſuch a kind of Pilgrims life, now in Tudes, 
| ,now in Galilee, now in Ceſarea, now in Care, now in Decapolrs, hee! 
' had not an houſe to lay his head in. S.Parl was likewiſe accuſtomed 
| amongſt other miſeries, to bearethis, of having no certaine dwelling) 
'place. If God call any of us to ſuch a condition, it muſt not ſeeme 
| much to us, to cate the bread of ſuch worthy men, nor to pledge 
them in the ſame cup. Hee whole foule is not glewed to the world, 
' can well endure this kind of tumbling, none other will, unlefle hee 
| beamanthartloves to wander, g | 
Now for the perſons neere to him, firſt, his Kinſman, thenthoſeof 


OO Loc OO OSD CT CE ene 


3. Suifcrcd 


crolles, | his family. One and onely one Kinſman he had with him, that wee 
Pribag his | reade of, Lot. In him he ſuffered rwo troubleſome croſles. Firſt, 
| upon occaſion of a troublethar fell out betwixtthe ſervants of Lot mw 
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kinſman, 
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of Abraham, they were faine ro part habitations. Their riches 
were ſo great, thatthe land affoorded not roome for both their herds | 
and flockes, hence the herdſmen and ſhepheards on both fides had ! 
occaſion of jarring about | woo of paſture, One would have his 
cattle here, another would have his, and ſovariance grew. «Abra- 
ham ſaw that this variance would procecd farther and farther, andto 

revent miſchiefe, gives Lot his choice where hee would dwell, ſo 

[{aith rhe Scripture, they were ſeparated a man from his brother, This 
no doubt was tedious to Abraham,that Lot and he might not bencere. 
neighbours at once, for the event after made ir appeare how dcare 
Let was unto him, and therefore after Zvts departure, the Lord ap- ' 
pearcd unto Abraham to comfort him, astaking notice what atrouble 
it was unto him. And this kinde of crofle doth fall outro men, either | 
increaſe of riches or want of it, or ſome thing falleth our, that cau- | 
ſeth they muſt be ſeparated from their ſpeciall friends, or ſome un- | 
kindneflc and jarres grow betwixt them, thar their agreement is not 
ſo cordiall and hearty as it oughtto be. 


Burthenext Croſlc in Lot was worle, for inthe ſpoile of Sodome, he 

| was ſpoiled and taken captive by thoſe that rooke the Sodomites cap- 
tive, This comming to Abrahams eares pierced him indeed, that | 
his loving Couſin who had beene brought up in his houſe with him, | 
and had borne him company in all his peregrination from Y- ill al. | 
moſt thattime, ſhould fall intothe hands of fo cruell enemies, ſhould | 
have his cattell and goods ſeized upon, and himſelfe, and wife, and | 
children, made ſlaves and bondmen. This afflition is uſuall enough | 
in the world. Much miſery and diftrefle betalls them to whom wee | 
wiſh well,and we ſuffer intheir ſufferings whom naturall affeRion doth | 
{o indeere us unto, asthat wee cannot bur have a fellow-feeling with | 
| them in their Ciſtreſſes,asthe members of the body ſuffer by conſent. | 
| Butafecondevillthat | had almoſt forgotten pinched Abrahamin 
;Lot, for Lot loſtall in Sodome and went and dwalt in the Mount, and 
there Jay with his two daughters, and begat of each of them aſonne. | 
[This was no doubt noiſed abroad, it came to Abrahams eares, and 
| filled his heart with'a great deale of griefe, that ſuch a man as he had 
taken Lotto be and found him to be, after God had afflited and 
| chaſtened him, and alſo ſhewed him mercy and delivered him,ſhould 
{rune into ſo monſirous and unnaturall finnes, as to commit inceſt,not 
'withone of his daughters which had beene farre too much, bur even 
with both of them, one afterthe other. This I ſay pierced Abrahams 
ſoule to thinke of, he could not but be ſenſible of all the bitter re- 
| proachfull taunts thatthe true religion of God would ſuffer for this 
crimeof Lot, The ſinnes and crimesof thoſe thatare deare tous, and 
the reproach that followes thence, both upon themſelves and ſome- 
{mes uponthe truth of God which they profcſſe, muſt needs breede 
much heavineſſe unto good men, and ſometimes the providence of 
God ſo diſpoſcth of things, that the people of God ſhall be hum- 
= {o, as Part ſaith God would humble him he feared, ware he | 
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| ſhould finde many impenitent ſinners in Corinth , and it had 
' brought anguiſh to his heart, that the inceſtuous man had; 


| not alone ſo ſhamefully offended, but alſo becne tolerated by 
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the Church, as no doubt alſo the heare-ſay of Rubens inceſt was 
4 great vexation of heart to /acob, when the report of it was brought 


; unto him, | 
Now ſce what Abraham: ſuffered in his owne houſe inreſpe of his 


wives and children. 

Firſt, his wife Sarah a good woman and deare to him, was 
twice taken away from him, orce by the King of Ezypt, and after 
by the King of Gerar, andhe could not but be grieved at it fo much 
the more, becanle it came to pate by his owne default and finne,and 
becauſe ſhee was ſotaken away, as thar it was likely every day, tha 


fhee ſhould have beene married toanother man, or at leaſt have beene 
made aminiſter to {crve his luſt. What an anguiſh was this thinke 
you How did this ganlc his heart when he abode alone 1n his 
Tenr, and Sarah was not in hers, wh:'n he lay alore at home and 
Sarah bare him not company, yea when ſhee was perhaps inthe.bo- 
ſomecof another man, to whom he had betrayed her by his cowardly 


| feares and diſſembling, ir ſcarce befalleth any of us to mecte with ſuch 
a croſle in his wite, 

; Burſecondly, Sarah his wife was barren, ſhee had no children, 
fruirfullncſte and ſhee were parted, asthe Holy Ghoſt noteth. This 
affliftion hath befallen many good women, and it was ſo much the 
more bitter to CA4brabam, b:cauſe he did not intend totake any other 
woman, butthat at laſt Sarah when her ſc}f2 wis now by meanes of 


|age paſt all hope, did carneſtly perſwade him unto it, To bechile. 


Icfle is acroſſe wherewith ſome are exerciſed, but to Abraham it 
was a worſe crofſe then ordinary, becaule the want of a childe ws 
tohim the want of falvationtoo, for himſelfe and all Nations wereto' 
be bleſſed in his ſeede : Sothar if hee had had no lonns, hee could; 
have had no Heaven, and nothing ſtood as aftronger obj<Rion +: 
gainſt his being ſaved, then his being childlefſe. Barrenneſle with 
this aggravation comes not to any of us, and if God had nor eafedrhis 


burden to Abraham,by often renewing the promiſe of a child unto him! 


doubrlcflc ic would have affiifted him fore. | 

But another croffe in Sarah upon occafion of Hagar, there fell out: 
agrear jarre berwixt him and Sarah, and ſhee rhat ever before had! 
ſhewed herſeltc a dutifull and reſpective wife, now brake forth into 
mrch tartnefſeand paſſion with him, eagerly an4 wrongfully charging! 
him ro mainzaine Hagar againſt her, and to bethe cauſe of her ſtub-! 
borne and conrempruous carriage, - This ſounded harſhly in As 
hams eares, and this language was tedious, to beſo rated by Sarah, it 
made him thinke the cafe ſtrangely altered. Indeed he by his wif, 
dome calmed the tempeſt very ſoone, it continued not long, butt: 
was a ſoure thing for the timez many a man hath the ſame trouble tot | 


matrer,bur more frequent and more laſting, A wives paſſions ww an 
us- 


: 
: 
: 


| 


— 
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husbands ſufferings, her anger and diſcontent and brawles with maides / 

| 3nd men and children ſometimes fall —_ him, and ſhee is ready | 
' canſelefly to quarrell with him, when | 
this croſſe is ſo much the more tedious, by how much a man doth | 
| more affe& and love his wite, and ſometimes t00 It is aggravated | 
by this, that hee hath ſome way beene an occaſion of it though unwit- ! 


to her is little, orclſc his griefe for her will be much, bur hee had 


m — oe es <li  s 


e is diſpleaſed with them, : 


ino| 2 | 
- 3 laſtly, Abraham buricd Sarah, ſhe died before him, and he was | 7. Sarah died 
aineto part with her unto the duſt, Thiscalamity falleth upon many | b*tere hum, 
men to Lan their wives, but to many 1t 15 not a calamity, they know 

how very quickly to make this afflictionnothing, by a ſpeedy brin- 

Jing in of another : but to Abraham who loved Sarah and had long 

lived with her, it muſt needes be matter of ſorrow, and fo the SCrip- | 

wre witnelleth faying, Hee roſe up from before hu dead, whether hee had Gm. a; 3, 
rons before to mourne and weepe for her, Theſethings he ſuffered in his | 

wite Sarah, | 


N ow in his Concubine Hazar, firſt her ill carriage to Sarah was |, tr. 116 


furcly agricfe to Abraham, when two ſuch perſons fall at oddes, hee 1 Hagars »i1 | 
| 


that 15 a common friend to both ſuffers in both. The cuſtome of | (Ee 
Poligamie is weeded out of the Chriſtian world, ſo that mennow arc | +; cunning a 
happier then to be vexed with the muruall brawling of two Antago. | _ 
niſts, a5 I may call them: but now the contentions ot neefe friends do | EEE 
fall out omewhat bitter ſometimes, to them that love both ſo wellthat | 
they know not where to take part, 

Secondly, When ſhee was row great by him, ſhe ran away from 
him and Sarah, and carried the fruite of his body away with her. This 
rodoubtgricved Abraham, he rooke her alone for delire of of-ſpring, 
not to (atisfic luſtfull defires, and now when ſhe promiſed ſecede, and 
his heart was raiſed up with expectation of a ſonne, to have all his 
hopes daſhed by the quarrels that Sarah had with her, ſhe being gone 
away, and hce knowing hot where to have her, nor how to procure 
her returne, nor what was become of her, nor of his child where- 
with ſhe went, and which was deare unto him, even now before he 
law itin the world, This ſurely pur him to much griefe and ſorrow. 
This crofle is not very uſuall, to have a great bellied wife runne from ' 
1man, bur it ſuch a kind of deſertion ſhall befall any, cither hee muſt 
- very reſpcRleſle of his wife, orclſe it would beacorrafive unto 

im. | 

But aworle croſle or as bad befell him after, for ar laſt the Lord | 9: 7 v1 
made him to divorce Hazar, and to ſend her quite away, never| yorce Hazar 
againe to live with him. This was as bad and ch. thenro buriec her, | 214 ſend ker 


It God docven ſeparate a mans wife from him, cither his affeQion | TT "7: 


Sarah his firſt wite, and that ſerved to mitigate the putting away of 

his ſupcradded woeman. 
; So you ſee his domeſticall afflitions in his wife, now conſider 
what hee ſuffered in his childeren, 1. In 1/h»mael whom hee had wy 
N Ct 
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lus family, 


i1,, Hee vis 


ccofſed in Yac\ in Iſaac, Firſt hee waited Jong for him before hee had him, 
many Waycs* 


| 109, Hee was | .. , h . 
forced tottiruſt will, or both, this was an hard thing ro him, 


1ſhnaet our. off and now hee muſt thruſt one out of his tamily for ought that hee 


Gen, 


_—  — — 


| hee was faine to baniſh him, or excommunicate him whether yay 
hee had but two ſonng 


bility of reaſon to ſtarve or begg 

not gricve and trouble any of you to ſcnd a pretty youth abou 
a douzen or ten yearcsold out of his houſe, without any thing but 
bag and a bottle, not knowing what hee would doe, or whethe 


The Example of Cuna Pelt,&c, 


knew, never to fee him againe, Hee muſt adventure him to the! 
wide world, and ſend him abroad with his mother, in all proba. 
oe hee knew not whether. Wouldir 


| 


'tience in ſome good meaſure and quantity. Thus God tried Abrs 


| God began to performe promiſe, by ſeeming to make him 1 
begger; It God ſeeme to threaten us with beggeric in our po- 


ſterity, wee muſt conſider, that ſuch a crofle ſeemed to .be! 


ruſhing upon Abraham, but God found meanes to make tha 
lonne great, to whom hee was not ſuffered ro give any thing, 
that it might be made cvident, thar it is caſte with God to inrich ; 
man Caſt outand deſtitute of all friends. | 

But Abraham had another {onne, ſee the croſſes that befell hin 


'To be long deferred from enjoying a thing promiſed and hoped 
for, is a burden ſomewhat tedious, if a man have not faith and pa 


ham, hee lived twenty five yearcs after the promiſe of a large of. 


hee muſt goe : yet God tried Abraham thus, hee muſt learne! 
bow trult Gods word without meancs and above hope. The pro- 
miſe was, that God would make him a great man, and noy! 


| 
| 


ſpring, before he imbraced the ſame which the promiſe pointed to, 
How could wee brooke the deferring of a promiſe twenty fie) 
yeares 2 | 

Bur when hee had him, was the laſt triall and worſt of all;' 
hee muſt take him and ride with him a long journey of thiee| 
dayes to a certaine mountaine, and there thee muſt offer him up 
tro God for a burnt offering, here God tried Abraham to the 
quicke. Hee muſt denie naturall affection, in killing a ſonne fo 
deare unto him, and that atthisage : If God fce fit ro have him, 


expectation ; If hee will have him now, why cannot hee ſend 


\fo nature muſt give place to Gods commandement. Hee mult 
\alſo denie his credir in the world, and expoſe himſelfe ro moſt 


| of his wife Sarah too, whoſe gricfe for her {laughtered fonne mult 
\needes cauſe her to Jade her husband with grievous complaints 
land in appearance alſo rizhreons. Yea hee muſt in ſome ſence 
| contrad'& and crofle even taith it ſclfe, by flaying him in whomthe 


why did hee not call for him when hee was a young childe, 
before hee had filled his heart with fo intenſe love and earneſt 


ſome diſeaſe to fetch him, bur the Father muſt murder the ſonne: 


harſh, and in ſhew juſt cenſure of all men, yea of his familie and 


Lord had ſaid unto him, 1n 1ſaac ſhall thy ſecde be called, Thus 


fairh muſt conquer nature, conquer credit, and conquer it felfe, 


which 
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which alſo it did in Abrahams : For hee conſidered that God was able to raiſe 

him up againe from the dead, from whence in a figure hee had received him, 

So it ſecmeth good to God, to put his ſervants hard to it, and to te- 
ire ſuch things at their hands, as cannot but bee very difficult unto | 


Heb.y1.1g. | 


Ms 
Thus you have heard of Abrahams life, now at laſt hee dicd in 
peace and ina good old-age, after he had lived 175.yecares, not ſolong 
as his Bathers and fore-fathers, God ſtill ſhortening the age of 
man uſually, rhat he might putthem and us in mibde of 
our latter end, and make us carefull to prepare 
for it continually, 
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EXAMPLE. 
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SARAH, HAGAR. 


| 
| 
| 


ENSH 5 Abraham is called the Father of the faithfull, 
ſo it 1salſo ſaid to Godly woemen concerning | 
hol. Sarah, whoſe daughters yee are as long as yee doe | 
2) well, 8c. So that ſhee is honoured with this | 
title of being the mother of beleevers, as hee | 
was the Father. Having therefore ſect before 
you the example of Abraham, wee proceede 
92S to conſider theexample of Sarah his wife. Let 
us ſce x, Her birth, 2.Her life, 3.Her death. | 
Concerning her binh, her Father is knowne, her Mother is not | 
'knowne. Shee had the ſame Father with Abraham, nor the ſame | 
'Mother, for ſo he telleth Abimelech ſaying, Gen.20.12. Shee is indeed | 
my ſiſter, the daughter of my Father, not the daughter of my mother, and | 
 ſhee became my wife. For as yet God had not forbidden to marry with 
1any ofthe kindered of ones fleſh as after hee did, fo that as yet hee 
[might lawfully rake his ſiſter by the one fide to be his wife, the con- 
ſort of his bed; and ſhee was borne 10. yeares after Abraham, for it is 
noted, that when Iſaac was borne, ſhee was 90. ycares of age and | 
ſhea Loo. So was ſhe 10. ycares younger then himſclfe, and he ex- 
cceded her in age 10. yearcs, as it is mecte though not neceſſary, that 
the husband be ſomewhat elder then his wife, Gen.21.5. Abraham 
N 3 WAS 
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Saral s birth. 


| 68 Gdw4 © © - The Exampleof Cua PM, Ot, 
| | was 4 hundred yeares old when his ſoune Tſaac was borne to him, Gey, 
| 17.17. Shall Sarah that i ninety yeares old beare? {o it ig manifeſt, 
| that there was the difference of ten yeares betwixt Abraham and Sarh, 
| And this is all we have to ſay of her Birth. 
| Her life, | Now concerning her life, wee will looke into her car. 
|  riage good and bad, andhen to the things thrat befell her good and 
| bad. "0 
1. Her vertues | Firſt then for that which was good 1n her, in >, wa of God, man, 
1 Hertant, | 1nd her ſelfe. For God, ſhee is commended for her faith, for the 
H-b1:.11, | Authorto the Hebrewes telleth nz, That by faith ſhee received ſtrength 
| to conceive ſecede, and was delivered of a ſonne when ſhec was paſt age, 
becanſe ſhee was perſwaded that hee was faithful! which had promiſed, 
Whatfaith is, | where you ſce the nature of faith, it is an acknowledging of Gods 
 faithfullneſſe, a giving him the honour of his faich, and ſettine 
| ones ſeale that Gid is true. Faith cauſeth the minde of a man to fub:] 
|mitir ſelfe to the Word of God, and to be affurcd that hee can and 
will keepe promile, for to the promiſe ot God it lookerh principally, 
and this faith will cauſe aman to receive power from God to doe 
thoſe things, which otherwite of himſelte he wanted all power tg 
(doc. This faith will make aweake man ſtrong, it wilt put fruitful, 
nefſe into a barren wombe, and lite and ſtrength into'# dead body, 
it will make a barren foule ſruicftll in good workes, and make the 
 heartto conceive the Word fo as to bring forth the fruit of goodli 
| VINg, whereto of it {elfe it is as unable, as a body paſt age is unapt 
to bring forth a childe, Conſider therefore, whether you have gar. 
'ten ſuch a faith into your hearts, as makes you fruirfull of good/ 
| workes. If we belecve Gods promiſes faithfully, it will ſub-miniſte 
ſtrength to produce all ſorts of good workes, which otherwife the 
| heart of ir {ike would never produce. For he that beleeveth Gods 
| promiſes ſhall obtaine ſtrength from God to obey his holy Com 
mandement, and according tothe ſtrength of it, ro abound in good 
workes of all forts. Faith is a ſtrong grace and puts a new powet tit: 
'rothe ſoule by which it ſhall be fit to doe good workes. We hit 
more Jargely diſcourſed of the nature of faith in the Example of 
LAbraham,whois alſo commended for faith, 

Then Sarah in reſpe& of Abraham her husband had two worthy 
+. Shce obeyed; VEITUES: Firſt, ſhee obeyed Abraham her husband. Secondly, ſhe 
he: hesbaud, | Teverenced him, and that in her heart and rongue too, for ſhee called 

| him Sir when ſhee thovght of him in heart. Her obedience ſhewed 
it ſelfe in acheerefull forwardneſle to prepare things neceſſary to & 
|tertaine Angels that came unto her in the likeneſſe of men, for it is 
Gcn.18.6, | ſaid, CAbraham haſted into the Tent to Sarah, and bad her qnickl 
' make ready three meaſures of fine flower and make cakes wpon the hearth, 
| which ſhee did accordingly withour grumbling or deferring. SE 
did not oppoſe her husband and demand, hnsband, you know not 
, what theſe menbe 2 nor whence they come? why ſhould you make 


| 
' 


|ſorh care to. prepare” for theiri * but without atiy more adoe, at he 
hus- 


s Leone 


G#x. Sarah, Hagar. Crain oc no | 


husbands commandement, ſhee gate all things ready according to 
his deſire. This is a commendable thing in a wife, and is to be 
followed by all you godly women, who would be counted daugh- 
ters of Sarah; if your husbands' wiſh you ro doc things honeſt and 
| lawfull, you muſt addrefle your ſelves not to make your objeRions, 
| bur to yecld your cheerefull abedience according to S. Pants 
commandement, that ſaith, Wives bee ſabjet# 18 your husbands in all| 1 P*t.3.1. 
things. 
| it any ſay, that this was but a ſmall matter, 
Tanſwer, trne, butitis reported as it were a taſte of her good di- 
fition in this matter, and a figne of her dutifull obedience, rhe! 
olory whereof the Holy Ghoſt giveth her more generally, ſaying, 
that ſhee obeyed ber brsband, meaning, conſtantly and generally ſhee | * Pery.6. 
{bmitted her ſelfe and was obedient. 
. Secondly, it is notedof her, that ſhee reverenced her husband, | . <... NOR, 
which is alſo commanded to wives by S. Pant, ſaying, Let the wife | renced her hus- 
{ee that ſhee feare her husband. Loe it is earneſtly charged upon wo- | >29d- 
men, they muſt looke to it that they yeeld it : Letthe wife, that 
is, every Wife, ſee, that is, carefully looke to it, and not make 
ſhifts or pretend excuſes, bur ſee, thar ſhze doe it, even feare her 
husband. | 
There is a double feare,one which makerh onetremble and flie from | a double feare 
the thing feared as hur:full and--miſchievous , ſo as men doe 
feare a Lyon or Beare, torunne from him as faft as they can; thar 
hee may not teare us in pieces, ſuch a feare as this is not required, 
Another feare is, feare of offending, wronging, or grieving the per. 
ſon feared, flying and ſhunning all ſuch things as would difpleaſe 
him and make him conceive with diflike an irreſpsiveneſſe of him. 
This is the feare of the wife, not to dare'to diſpleaſe- her husband or 
anger him, nor ſo much leaſt he ſhonld flie upon her with reproofes 
and blowes, asleaft ſhee ſhould be an inſtrument of griefe to one, 
whom ſhee loveth. and honoureth by her undutifullneffe and rude- 
nefle. And it muſt be nored that ſhee did fo reverence him as to 
call him Lord. And how did ſhee call him Lord? not in ſpeaking 
to him, or in ſpeaking of him before others, by whom itmighr be 
told him againe what ſhee had faid, but whenſhee thooght of him 
or ſpake of him with the inward ſpeech of her heart, which none 
could relate againe,but God who hath related this to her praiſe. Forthat 
title ſhee gave him even in her inward cogitations, whenſhe ſaid inher 
ſelfeat the hearing of the Angels promiſe,that ſhe ſhould have a ſon, | Gen. 18.12. 
Shall T have pleaſure after 1 have waxed old, my Lord being 01d alſo. 
So the reverence of a good wife ſhould be hearty, and cauſe her 
when ſhce doth but thinke, of her husband, even then to give atitle 
of due reſpe&, Wherefore to give rude and undecent termes to an 
husband, ſuch as would but become a Miſtreſle ſpeaking to her 
bondman, Ned, Iacke, Dick, Tom, Robbin, is even a little too | 
much familiarity in a wife, ſavouringof ſome degree of contempr. 
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The Example of | Cna P.1,&c 


The ground of theſe rwo duties, reverence and obedience, is the} 

' imace of God in the husband: For he doth ſtand in Gods roome 

| over her, becauſe «s Chrift is the Head of his Chnrch, ſo is the hu. 

1 Cor.11.3,7 | gand the wives head, and the woman u the glory of the man, meaning, 
| one that is made to bring ſome glory and honour to him. 

| Now by this fruit of Sarabs obedience which the Holy Ghoſt 

hath noted, ir is prooved that Sarah was huſwifely in her houſe, 

even as a woman that could ſtirre about in her family, and looke 

| tothe diſpatching of neceflary affaires by her ſervants and them in! 

| her family. For had ſhee beene a coy and nice or idle and floath. | 

| full dame, ſhee wovld neither have dreſſed meale, nor kneaded it, 

nor made cakes of ir, nor{cene to the baking of them, nor yet have 

followed her maid-ſcrvants, and looked that they ſhould have beene; 

| Ci] igcrr 1n this bufineſle. | 

$1 ns | Frunher in reſpe of her forine Tſaac, ſhee was a very loving Mo-: 

ny Morber ther and nurſed him with her owne breaſts, and thought it a duty: 

aninz:kd for her fo to doe, for fo it is noted of her that ſhee ſaid by way of 

- hang _ thanketull wondering at the benefit, who would have ſaid to Abra- 

| | ham that Sarah ſhould have given children ſuck ? fer 7 have borne) 

| him a fonne in his old age, as it ſhee confefled, that giving a childe 

| facke ſhould not be ſeparated from bearing him. And indeed Nee 

; ture doth manifeſtly call upon women for this duty, for to what 

| purpoſe hath God given them breſts? as ir were bottles, ar thatrime| 

repleniſhed with ſuch a fit and well pleaſing toode for the babe, 

| ſurely not to milke our on the ground, not to draw it backe by me- 

| dicines and devices, but to give it to the new inhabitant of the 

| world, with whom it came into the world. So ſoone as a woman 

' hath a childe in her wombe ready to bring forth, ſhee hath alſo 

' milke in her breſts fit for its feeding, and is nor this as much, as if 

the Lord ſhould ſpeake unto her and fay, I would have you-take, 

'Care to bring u 


1:1.0 {C E Ns 


— —— —_—— — 
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this childe which thou haſt brought forth, 
| with this nouriſhment, which I have laid up in ſtore for it, for 
ſurely God and nature make nothing in vaine. This loving pat! 
of Sarah is more conſiderable in reſpe&t of her age 

her greatneſle of eſtate and houſchold, for ſhee was ninety yeares 
old, and might in that reſpe& have ſeemed warranted to have 
given her ſelfe a diſpenſation from rhis ſervice, and ro have ſaid, 
ſhould a woman of mine age endure the labour of watching' and 
| waking and looking to achilde, and induring all its froward fits and 
| anumber of attendance « why may I nor ſet it to a younger woman 
| ſtronger and better ableto doe it then my ſelfe 2 Shee was wife to 
| Abraham, a man of great place and ſtate, fellow to a King, with 


| whom Kings ſought to be in covenant, and ſhould ſuch a womans 


I? might ſhee have objeRed, ſubmit my ſelfeto this meanc andla- 
borious office, may nor Ihire another to doe it for mee 2 mine hus 
band, might ſhee have ſaid; is agrear man and withall hoſpitall, If 


} he bringin men of place and faſhion, muſt Tbe hindred from intertai- 
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{ning them by dandling,a childe and being made unhandſome and 

ne for company with tending a babe 2 might not another doe this as 
wellasI « of whom ſuch intertaini 
yok have I not avery great houſe 


dy may doc as well as my ſelfe, that will not performe the duty of | 
over-ſccing mime houſe. 


would'not be expected. A-} 
d « mult Ileave the care o\ 
ooking tothem for ſuckling of a childe 4 which another ordinary bo- 


; 


Sarah made noſuch excuſes, bur when ſhe 
had borne Abraham a ſonne ſhee would allo give the childe ſucke, 
And truly, this duty is a very good duty, and gtounded upon very 
good reaſon ; For who. doth not ſee £ that it is a very great 
meanes of cauſing Mothers to grow. in tendetneſſe of love to 
their, children, and fo of making children afterwards more durifull 
to them. 


with modeſt and not over-coſtly attire, for S. Peters words pro- 
pound her to bee imitated by the good women in that par- 
ticular, ſaying, ſo did the godly women that feared God in former me 
attire themſelves as Sarah, and ſhee is manitclily brought in for a pat- 
terne of this vercue, even decent, not flaring nor over-chargeable 
garments. The Holy Ghoſt hath given women warning im two 
places of this dury both by the pen of S. Paw! atid S, Peter, whoſe 
aderning (ſaith he) let it - mot be that omtward cn of plaiting the 
baire, wearing of gold, 4nd putting on of apparel, but let it bethe hiddexs 
man of the heart, in the ornament of a mecke and quiet ſpirit, and'S; 
Paul \aith, Not with braided hairt, or gold, or pearles, or coſtly attire, 
but as beſeereth women profeſiing godlineſſe with good wakes, mecke- 
neſle, quietnefſe, good workes, theſe muſt be rhe jewels and orna- 
ments of a good woman, gaudic and wanton tricks of frizling, plat- 


ting, curling the haire,and ſumptuoſity in gallant things and chargeable 
muſt not be looked after by good women. This tricking and trim- 
ming doth nothing bur allure the cyes of beholders, and call wanron 
eyes to play with them, Ir doth nothing but ſpeake forth their haughti- 
neſſe and ſelfe-conceit. 
I know it is lawfull for women of rich cſtate and high place ro 
weare jewels, filke, purple, ſcarlet, gold, filver, bur women muſt 
be ſure not to be givento ſuch things, nor to be more coſtly then their 
husbands purſes and places will beare, norto be ſumptuous this way, 
chat if their coſtes about workes of mercy were laid in ballance againſt 
wor colt in attire,the former would proove in a manner nothingto the 
ters 
For moſt times it prooves true, no women more niggardly andpin- 


'ching to any good worke of bounty or oye rg thoſe that arc 
moſt coſtly and finiſhin their coates. Thoſe that are ſo curious and 
coſtly inattire, are hard and neere in good workes, and fo doe gaine 
to themſelves reproach and contempt in ſteed of that credit 


Wu good cſtceme, which they thinke their garments doe bring 
them. | 
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Sarabs faults, 


1- Shee vas 


Gen.1® 12, 


Ver.1t. 


| Vcr.14. 


You ſee Sarahs vertues, compare your ſelves with her now. And 
thoſe that finde themſelves like her in ſome degree, viz. faithfull 


——— _————_ 
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weake 1n faith 


in beleeving Gods Word, eſpecially his promiſes, obedient and 
reverent to their husbands, rhar have nurſed their owne children, and 
doe not curiouſly and ſumptuouſly ſet up themſelves in their attire, 


Letthem be commended, let their con{ciences approove them and! 


give them comfort in being found like ro this godly Matrone. Ir ig 


anexcellent thing to tread in the paths of thoſe women Gods owne 


pen hath renowned for grarious and vertuous, and hath borne wit. 
neſſe of their uprightneſſe and ſalvation We may with ſome good war. 
rant promiſe our ſelves to obtaine favour of God and cternall life 


doing ſuch good offices to her: children, and in comely and not over. 
coſtly arraying her ſclfe muſt bleſſe the name of God, that hath fa. 
ſhioned her carriage according to the mould of ſo excellent perſons. 
Rur thoſe that infteed of theſe vertnes, ſhall finde themſelves de.! 
formed and diſguiſed with rhe contrary vices, are to be greatly aſha- 
med and humbled, and admoniſhed to repent. And all the women 
that would have the comfort of being daughters to Sarah, muſt by 
bour togertheſe graces and to abound in them. Sec that you be 
_ and good: wives, and pray *to God to make you fuch as wx 
Sauk | . | | 

And now let us conſider the weakeneſſes of Sarah. Firſt,ſhee wa 
weake in faith, for this cauſed her to give Hagar to' _Mbraham hit 
husband, and fo to bring the finne of Poligamy into- the Churchd 
God wherewith ir may ſeeme it was nor- polluted before. Sher 
| doubted leaſt her ſelfe ſhould nor be fruittull, and therefore bronght! 
| Hager to him, to trie whether the promiſed ſeed might come 
| her, and yer once more ſhee bewrayed more unb-leefe, when the 
Angell of God told cAbrahamin her hearing, that he ſhould hayea 
ſonne by her at the time of life, ſhee laughed art the promiſe of God 
2541 athing ridiculous and impoſſible, ſaying, After I am old hl 
1 have pleaſure ? and my Lord being old alſo, for the Scripture faith, 
Shee w.us old and it ceaſed to be with hey after the manner of women. Sec 
how when Gad promiſed a thing in nature and reaſon utterly impol- 
' ſible, ſhee ſo farre forzat the Omnipotent power of God, as to think 
ſure it could never come to paſfe, rhough God had promiſed ir, and 
we, Angell reprooved her, ſaying, Shall any thing be impoſible with 
Goa ? | 

Thus the people of Gaddoe ſometimes ſtagger at the promiſe of 
God through. unbelcefe, when God faith one thing and reaſon ſalth 
the contrary, they conſale with fleſh and bloud, and credit their owne 
reaſon above the authority of God which ſpeaketh ro them. This'is 
| agteat faulr, and rendeth much to the diſhonour of God, as if his 
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with them, whoſe godly converſation we have followed. Sheethat 
looking her ſelfcin this glaſſe of Sarah findes her ſelfe to reſemble! 
her in faith, in obedience, and reverence toward her husband, in 


| power were limited by the rules of reaſon, or by the courſe of _ 
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and did not exceede our reaſon and ſtand quite above the power of 
'nature» Wee muſt ſee this ſinne in our ſelves, labouring to be hum- 
| bled at it but not diſcouraged, for this weakenefle of faith may 
well ſtand with the truth of faith, not he hath no faith atall who is | 
' many times troubled with doubting, but he which yeelds to it and is 
overcome by it, 
Wee mukſt alſo ſtrive to waxe ſtrong in faith, by putting our ſelves 

'in minde of Gods Omnipotency and faithfullneſle, as Sarah did at| 
length, forthe Apoſtle witneſſeth, that ſhee judged him farthfall which | Hebuas 68, 
þad promiſed, and thoſe promiſes which we muſt labour ſtedtaſtly to 

belzeve, are the promiſes of God to pardon our finnes, and write! 

his Law in our hearts, andto make us able to walks in his waies, and | 

\crowne us at laſt with lite and glory, notwithſtanding our finnes and | 
imperf-Ctions, Though the performance of theſe promiſes ſeeme ro | 
wasimpoſhble as that adry woman ſthonld be amorher, yer we muſt 

1abourto reſt upon them, becauſe of the fidelity of himthat hath nro- | 
miſcdto perfc& his power in our weakencſle, 


her husband, and was full of anger and diſcontent, wrongfully char. | 2 y,felte 
giag him to take her maides part againſt her, ſaying, My wrong he | poet, 
on thee for 1 have given my maide into thy boſome, and ow 1 am Weſpiſed Gen.16. c, 
in her fizht. It was true, that Hagar did fleight her too much,biit tha | 
Abralam was guilty of this fault by bearing out Hagar in ir, that 
was altogether falſe, as his anſwer prooveth plaincly, for hee 
faith, thy maide is in thine hand, doe with her what thou wilt, | Veiſcs, 
So Sarahs anger made her uſe falſe accuſations againſt her hus- 
band. 

Be humbled yee wives, if you have chafed with your husbands 
and carried your ſelves injurioufly rowards them in words, Sarah did 
this,but ſhe did irnot oft,it was this one time alone,fo farre as weread, 
in other things ſhee behaved her ſelfe meckely and reverently. O 
| looke to your ſelves, that you offend not'continually in that thing 
wherein this good woman offended once alone, and no more, for 
this once was eventoo much, keepe downe anger therefore and ler 
It not breake out againſt your husbands, | 

Andyou husbands, learne though yattwivesYoe tranfgreſſe ſome- 
times, not to be harſh with them agatne, bur heale their errours 
with the ſpirit of meekeneſſe as Abraham allo did. Shee 
_ blame her ſ{clfe, but ſhee may bee indued with grace for all 
this. 

Bur another weakeneſle of Sarah is, that ſhee was ſomewhat too | z. Shee was 
rough with Hagar, infomuch that Hazar could not indare ir, for if 
ſhee was ſo violent in words with Abraham, what doc yourhinke her 
carriage waS tothe maide, yea ſhee was ſomething too earneſt againſt 
Iſhmacl and her too, when nothing wovld ſerve her, butchat ſhe muſt 
have them both together caſt out of doores. For though God bad 
Abraham doe according to her words, it followeth not thence, = 

ec 
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Another fault of Sarahs, wasthis, that once ſhee forgat her {-1fe to | +54 tejns 
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| ſhe was not overpaſſionate in it. God for a miſterie would have i 
| 

| 

| 


_— ——O— — — 


| 144. Fe E N, 


done, and yet Sarah might offend in doing it. So good peopleare apt 
to be overharſh to them that wrong them, and exerciſe too much bit. 
| terneſle againſtthem. 

i. Shediſkm! Another fault of Sarahs was, that ſhee diſſembled at her husbands 
Fes Oe requeſt, and that two ſeverall times, ſaying ſhee was his fiſter, and 
.q».t, | ſo laying it, that thoſe ro whom ſhee {pake, might thinke ſhee waz! 
| none of his wife, for that was the intention both of Abraham and 
| Sarah. Itis a weakeneſle in wives lometimes to be led by their huf.' 
bands, to doe that that is cvill, and to joyne with them 1n ſinne. Here 
$.;xrah hazarded her chaſtitic to content her husband, to fartisfic his 
| feares, ſhe was like to have brought her {celfe and others into a fearctull 
ſinne, | 

This fault muſt be reformed by good wives amoneſt others, and, 
[they muſt reſolve not to finne againſt God for their husbands fakes, 
fearing his diſpleaſure more then the danger of their husbands or their 
| anger. Indeede in laying nay ro ſuch motions of their husbands, they! 
mult uſe reverence, and do it in acalme and quict manner, but refule/ 
they muſt, being warned by the example of Sarah. | 

Sarabs laſt fault was, that ſhee denied her laughter tothe Angell, 
when ſhee had finned in laughing. To lye in a paſſion for fearcof 
blame, denying that one hath done athing which indeed one hah; 
done, that ſo one may eſcape reprehenſion or correction, is a finne 
'to which mans nature is very ſubje, ſpringing from the want ofthe! 
feareof God, and from an exccſhye carnall love to ones ſelfe, and 
defire of his owne temporall ſafety. This fault you may reade, Ga, 
[18.15. Readeitnot to doethelike, but to amend ic and to be moved 


[ 


| 5. She lyed, 


| enjoyed here, 
Let us therefore labour to finde this goodnefle of God to us, letus 


| humbly pray him that made Sarahgodly, to makeus ſo roo. If when 
| we reade of this worke of his grace to others, we praiſe him fort; 


' he will graunt it to us as well as rothem. The Lord is able tomake 
| any. 
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any other man or woeman godly as well as Sar4h. Shee hadas bad a 
nature, and as unable to make her ſelfe goodas wee have, for ſhe alſo 
was a daughter of Adam. Therefore it you find your ſelyes yer not 
to be indued with faith and holineſſe, take notice of theſe wants, and 


ooe to the throne of grace for grace, beſeeching the Lord to fulfill | 
his covenant to you, 1n giving you his Spirit to make you his chil- 


and good children, godly and holy, partakers of the bleſſing of God 


dren, and it ſhall be unto you according to your conſtant and humble 


| ſuppli Cations. | 


And thoſe whom God hath beene pleaſed to deale ſo graciouſly 


all croſſes ſeeme nothing to them in compariſon of this benefit. Say, 
though I bee poore, deſpiſed, afflited, yer God hath given mee 
ſome faith and ſome holinefle, and begunto ſanRific and will preſerve 
me in this cſtareto life eternall, What cauſe have Ito be diſcouraged 
at croſſes ; ro make one truely godly, though they be not without 
their faulrs,is the worthicſt ofall mercies.In Heaven the Saints rejoyce | 
in God, and are not interrupted in his ſcrvice, by remembrance of : 
former afflitions, we one carth ſhould labour ſo to be glad in hope | 
of that cternall weight of glory, that neither feeling of preſent miſeries ; 
'norfeare of future, fhould much hinder ustherein, | 
| Secondly, Sarah had a godly husband, and did partake with him 
'of his riches, honours, credit and all the good things which hee en- 
ljoyed. This is agreat favour to a wife, if ſhe be married to a good 
and holy man, anda man alſo of convenient eſtate and good cſteeme, 
'that ſhe may be comforted by his goodneſle, ſhewing it ſelfe ingood 
carriage towards him, and may taſte the ſweerneſle of his good and 
'of his credir. To have an yoake-fellow that can patiently bcare with 
ones wants, that is diligent and truſty, and fo provideth for his fa- 
'mily that nothing is wanting to her ſclfc and family, that lives info 
good repute as ſhe for his ſake is better reſpeRed ; in aword, ſuch a 
oneasis a comfort and credit to her, a ſaviour of his body as indeed 
the husband ſhould be, is a fingular benefit. . She hath a great bleſſing 
that hath ſuch a husband, and muſt not forget to be much and often 
thankfull, yea though in ſome things he may be faulty, to the hur-! 
ting, and hazarding, and bringing crofles both upon himſclfe and 
'her, as twice Abraham did though an excellent man. Take notice of 
[this favour, and learne to be carefull in doing your duties, ſo much 
the rather, becauſe your husbands be vertuous. 

But nexr, ſhe had 7ſaac at length, if God give a woman children 


Hagar Sarah, GC aa e.11,&c. 145 | 


with, leethem hearcily and conſtantly praiſe him, labouring to make | . 


intheir ſoules, that is a benefit to the wife as well as tothe husband. | 
She ſhall have joy of ſuch a child as well as hee, both the parents of 
tghteous children ſhall have joy of them. Let woemen as well as | 
men acknowledge this mercy, wee ſee that thoſe which are croſſed | 
'nchildren are much troubled atir, ſhould not thoſe whom God doth 
free from thar lirtle crofſe, giving them the contrary mercy, learne to 
praiſe and rejoyce in him for it ? 


Butl ; 


2 Shee had o 
godly and rich 
busband thar 
was well cſtec- 
med. 
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4. God deli | - Bi further, God did vouchſafe to deliver ber twice out of tha 


vered her tvvice 
our of a miſet y 
into which the 
11d caſt her- 
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' milcrie into which twice ſhe had. caſt her ſelfe, by her @wac fault, If 
any one by their owne unbeleefe, carnall feares, or other cvill bcha, 


KG, 


viour, have thruſt themſelves into the brambles, and God by his 
| ſpeciall providence and care hath granted them an happy iſlue and 
eſcape, they muſt even admire and applaud Gods goodneftc, tha; 
' hath fo undeſervedly pitticd them, and paſſing by their taults hath cx, 
ried himſelte fatherly ro them. Sarah by ſaying TI am Abrahay 
{iſter, procured, that ſhe was taken by Pharaoh to be his wife, God: 
hindered Pharach from comming necre her, and after by a dreane 
warned him of the matter, and ſo hee diſmifled Sarah untouched, 
Aiter ſhe offended in like manner againe, and againe the Lord in 
like manner delivered her: what a graciouſneſle of God was this? 
' She knew not in the world what to dos, ſhe had intangled her ſelfe 
in a ſnare and could not get out, now God hee {ets in, hee brez.| 
keth the ſnare and ſets. her at liberty. Without doubt Sarah and 
Abraham both were exceeding glad of this elcape, and praifcd God 


for i”, | 
| It by the mecre providence of God without any fault of our hand, 
| miſcries breake in upon us, and then we crie to God and be reſcued, 
|we have cauſe to acknowledge it asa great favour. How much mor. 
'rhen when hedrawes us out of the evills into the which we have finne.! 
'fully thruſt our owne ſelves, ſending ſome ſuch meanes of helpes 
' we could never conccive of, or procure to our ſelves. Call to mind 
ſuch deliverances, to praiſe God with great fervency and humiliy 
forthem, and learne both to truſt upon his goodneſle after the mor 
ſtedfaftly, eſpecially, if more then once wee have thus inſnared or. 
ſelves, and more then once the Lord hath pitried us and helpedy, 
we muſt never ceaſe wondering at his goodnefſe, reſolving alfo to 
take heed of ever provoking him by like folly, for he that can open 
the dooreof danger, when we our ſelves by ſeeking ſinnetully to elcape 
ſome other cvill, have locked it upon our {clves, can ſurely, yea and 
; will keepe us if we doe caſt our f{clves upon him, and refuſe to take; 
up finnetull and unlawtull ſhifts. Could not the Lord have found 
'a gocd and holy way of ſaving Abrahams life and Sarehs chaſtitie!| 
| of reſtraining the cruclry of theſe men as well as thcir wantonneſſe: 
[If God can helpe out of reall and preſent danger beyond . our hopes, 
; he can ſurely keepe us out of feared and imaginary dangers aboucou 
\rhoughts. | 
| Andifany of Gods people have wound themſelves into croſſes, 
(they muſt not be diſmayed trom feeking to God for helpe, by aggi- 
vating their croſſes with this thought, O fooliſh and finnefull man, | 
' have pulled it upon my ſelfe by my tolly, how can I expe helpe 
| from him e 'but moſt humbly acknowledge their owne folly andyct 


take boldnesto fue ro him for mercy,both to pardon and to helpethems, 


| Theſe betheſpeciali benefits given to Sarah, Now her croſſes mull 
| be conſidered, _ 
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Firſt, She was barren along time, this was acroſle to her no doubt, Sarats crofles 
becauſe of her earneſt defire to have childeren, and becauſe as 1 (aid Pe was bar: 
of Abraham, the hope of her ſalvation did hang upon the fruit of her | ms, _ 
wombe. Barrenneſlc is ſuch acroſſe you ſee as hath befallena godly | 
wocman. Let them therefore that are exerciſed with it, learne to | 
beare it with patience, and labour to get hearts ſo much more fruitfull 
of good workes, thatſuch ſpirituall fruirfulneſſe may make amendsfor | 
the want of the fruitof their bodies. If God make not a wocman to | 
beare children, but make her pious and godly, able to bring forth the | 
fraits of the ſpirit inthat ſpirituall marriage berwixr Chriſt and her, | 
ſhe hath cauſe to be fo rthankefull for this fruitfulneſſe, as cafily to 
brooke the trouble of th: other unfruitfulnefl:. And thoſe whom | 
God doth nor aMi& with this afflition, muſt learne to praiſe him for | 
their fertile wombe. Ir is a finne not to prize cven theſe temporall 
encfits, but to grumble ar abundance of fruit ofthe body, is fo fouls | 
a faule of ingratitude and unbelcefe, that a man or woeman ſhould | 
ercatly blame themſelves for turning athing beneficiall inir ſelfe into | 
2diſtreſſe and miſery unto themſelves. | 
Another croſſe was, that ſhe was flcighted by her maide, yea that | :. Shee was 
ſhe bare the crofſe ſomewhat impatiemly, muſt be reckoned in the | Yeighred by 
number of her finnes. Doubtlefle itis a trying affli tion to be aſſaul. | "=. 
ted with rude ſaucy and contemptuous words and geſtures of a diſo- | 
bedient and undutifull ſervant. Hardly ſhall the ſpirit of a gover- | 
nour be able to hold it ſelfe in patience, when it ſhall ſee a ſervant or | 
inferiourto looke too diſdainefully or arrogantly, or heare them utter | | 
ſurly and ſcoffing words. Pridein an inferiour ſhewes it ſelfe by un- | 
dutifulneſſe, = it will prove an hard thing to the ſuperiour not to | 
[thinke ir equall that pride ſhould encounter pride againe with paſ- 
fonate reſiſtance of it. You muſt learne that have ſervants moſt times 
( as moſt times Hagar was) durifull, to be thankefull forit, and muſt 
take heede of doing any thing, by which you may give your ſervants | 
occaſion to ſlcight and contemne you, for their corruption will | 
quickly lay hold upon any occaſion of ſuch miſdemeanour. | 
A third crofſe was this, to be taken from her husband into the houſe | 3- _ Was tax 
of Pharaoh, and after of Abimelech. *Tistrue ſhecould blame none but | [©7099 be 
| her ſelfe and her husband for that croſle, but that did not make it lefle | the houſe of 
2 Croſſe, as hee is no lefſe wounded that woundes himſelfe by mif-| F749 594 
chance, then he whom an enemy ſhould purpoſely wound, and this| © : 
 Crofle was made alittle the more bitter by this, that ſhe was though 
gently and with milde wordes, yet duely chidden for it by Abimelech F* 
too, who tels her plaincly of it ſaying, Gen, 20.16. 7 have given 
| thy brother, (this name hee gives Abraham ironically, with ſome- 
what atart rebuke, as much as if he had ſaid, whom thou wouldeſt 
have hadus thinke to be onely thy brother ) a 100. ſhekels, that is, 
of our money, ſome 72.1b. od moncy, neere upon a 100. markes, 
and addes, behold hee is to thee 4 covering of thine eyes, and to all that are 
with thee, and with all other : thus ſhee was reprooved, She was ſcn- 
O 2 fiblel 
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| 2gar,nothing) Tt will not be amiſle to add Hazar to her, of whoſe birth we have 
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fible of the rebuke, this was ſomewhar bitter, that a ſtranger ſhoulq 
' chide her for not {ufficiently covering hereyes. Sure it was a grief: 
to herto come under juſt reproofe, we muſt take heed thar oureyil| 
carriage make us not ſubje&ro juſt reprehenfion, We ſhall beaſhg. 
med to heare of what we were not carctullto ſhunne. And ſo much gf 
Sarahs lite. 
Her death, Ofher death we reade, Gey.23. She lived a 127.ycares, and died 
at Hebron, and was buried in the cave of cMakphela, which Abrahay 
bought for money of Zphron the Hittite, for that uſeupon that occaſion, 
| She1s the onely woeman, ( ſo farre as my memory lerves me, ) whoſe 
ber og on«ly time of living is regiſtred in Scriprure, whither it haye any miſt 
ot 4 init I cannot tell, no woemans age isrecorded but Sarabsalone, the 
in Scxiprure, | mother of Tſaac, doubtleſſe God intended tograce her in itabove other 
'woemen. And ſo we have done with Sarahtoo. 


u >crprure ®{, nothing recorded in Scripture, and as little of her death, bur by tha 
- which the Scripture ſpeaketh of her, there is ſome good probability 
Ie 1s probable that ſhe was a woeman fearing God. Firſt becauſe of all woemen in 
R—— houſe ( who having above 300. men-{ervants, muſt needes 
F have many maide-ſervants alſo) ſhe made choice of herto give unto 
her husband Abraham, to the end that ſome ſecede, yea the promiled 
ſeede might be raken from her. Sure Abraham and Sarah would nat 
| have nd her above all the maidens in the houſe, if they had 
[not thought her alſo a good and godly maiden. I ſuppoſe therefore 
thar ſecing her maſter and miſtrefle thought her good, we ſhould goe 
againſt the rules of charity, though we reade of ſome faules ſhe had if 
Her life. we thinke not ſo too. Let us confider of her life and ſce her yertues and 
faults, benefits and crofles, 

Firſt, it was agreat vertue 1n her, thatall the time of her dwelling 
þ wii | with 4 brabam before, ſhee carried her ſelfe very durifully and rc 
eoyernours. | ſpeCtively to Sarah, elſe ſhe would never have given her into Abraham 
boſeme. Let all ſervants learne of her to ſhew all reverence and du- 
tifull behaviour to their governours, and not onely to the richand 
wealthy, but to the poore alſo, nay as S.Peter ſaith, not onely tothe 
good and curtcous, wk alſo to the froward, for ſo is Gods comman- 
dement to them expreſlely, Epheſ.6. Col.4. 1 Pet.2, and if any fcr- 
[vant doe otherwiſe, they do not garniſh and adorne, but diſgraceand 
diſcredit true religion. The ſervant is no further godly then hee or 
ſhe ſhewes reverence and honour tothe maſter and governefſe, Looke 
therefore that you ſer your ſelyesto pleaſe and content your gover- 
nours with all obedience and duty, if you will have God and your 

 owne conſciencesto approve of you, 
2. Shee told | Secondly,whenthe Angell mether and asked her whence ſhe came, 
therruth. | and whitherſhe went, ſhe anſwered plainely,and ſaid, 7 fie from the fact 
Gen,16.8, | of my Miſtreſſe Sarahsſhe rold trtth withoutlying,and that is agood thing 
and commendablero ſpeake truth though it be ro onesowne ſhame, but 


1. Her Vertucs, 


| 


| to hayctold alice roan Angell might have procured her great nophwon, 
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and herein you may ſee that Hagar exceeded her Miſtreſſe,for when the 


examined confeſſerh the truth without lying. We ſhall doc better in 
this caſeto follow the maide then the Miſtrefle, 

| Anothergoodthing in her was that when ſhee was commanded 
| by the Angell of Godtogoe and humble her ſelfe to her Miſtreſſe, 
| (hceedid ſo. Hereall you inferiours muſt learne of her, nay rather of 
'the Angell which taught her whar you ſhould doe, if you have by 
frowardneſſe or ill carriage provoked your Governours,ſo that they 
doe uſe perhaps a little roo much rigour towards you, yer you muſt 
{ubmirt and humble your ſclves, acknowledge your owne faulrinefle, 
and patiently ſtoope to their words of reproofe, yea or blowes of 
correction. This ſubmiſſion is the beit way to pacific wrath, and 
toſertle peace. Afterwards, we reade of no falling out berwixt Hagar 
and Sarah, Learne therefore all yee ſervants to ſtoope and bee 
bmiſſive, that will ſhew humility and winne favour with God and 
man. 

Further, it was well done of Hagar and is ſome good proofe of her 
| picty, that ſhee conſidered of this vifion, Gen.15.13. and called the 
[rame of God, thou God ſeeſt mee, confeſſing that now ſhee took no- 
tice of Gods ſecing and obſerving her waics, and that ſhee ſaid 
moreover, have I alſo here looked after him that ſeeth mee ? as if ſhee 
ſhould ſay, Doe live after the Lord hath come thus ro takenotice of 
'mee, and to reproove mee and fend mee home againe, and fo the 
[name was called it may be by CAbraham, to whom when ſheeretur- 
ned ſhe related this viſion, the well of bim that lived, and him that ſaw, 
| becauſe the Angell looked upon her and ſhee lived, or becauſe the 
(living God pleaſed to ſee her and looke upon her, Shee was thonk- 
fall to God for his goodneſle in looking mercifully upon her and brin- 
ging herhome againe ro Abrahams family. We muſt be thankfull if 
the Lord daigne us that favour to meete us in our wandrings, and turne 
us backe againe from them. 

Further, it was agood thing in Hazar that ſhee yeelded her ſelfe to 
Abraham, to goe away without murmuring and diſtemper, when hee 
ſent heraway and her ſonne in ſuch poore faſhion, patient bearing of 
ſuch hard and ſevere ufage was no little proofe of goodnefſe. And 
when her ſonne was like ro die forthirſt, ſhe ſhewed her ſeclfe patient, 
for ſhee went a good way off, becauſe ſhe would not fee him die, and 
there ſhee ſate and wept, ſhee might have done better to have prayed 


' with her weeping, bur to fit and mourne, not to hang her noſe over 


him weeping and roaring was ſome figne of patient diſcretion,ſhewing 
her loveto him. 
And laſtly, ſhee tooke care of him afterwards, ro provide him a 


convenient wife,for ſo it is ſaid,Gen.31.21.this is a duty of Parents to 


' make fir proviſion for the timely beſtowing of their children in mar- 
.riage, whereof to be negligent is apart of one that regarderh not 
[to keepe his childe in good order, and to make too much haſte is 
( O 3 ro 


Angell charged Sarah with laughing, ſheedenicd it, but Hagar being | 
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to make them haſtento miſery, So Hagar was a good ſervant and 
a good wiſe Mother, and agood woman, her carrlageexceptin a fey 
things was good. 

Sarabs faults See her faulrs now. Firſt, ſhee grew proud, becauſe ſhee waswith 


i-"et BY! | childe by Abraham and deſpiſed her Miſtreſſe. The Maidens of 
fads ' Leah and Rachel may ſhame Hazar in this, for neither of them js, 
accuſed for any ſuch miſdemeanour. Take heede yee ſervant,,| 
that you grow not infolent and contemptuous againſt your gover., 
\nours, you ſee how much it diſtempered Sarah, and it is a grievay| 
finne to put your rulers into paſſion by your il] carriage. Whenthe 
' Angell met Hagar he commands hertogoc and humbie her ſelfery 
her Miſtreſſe. lr is apparant therefore her carriage to her was amiſſe, 
' There be ſome ſervants that having beene over-familiar with the 
| Maſter, rake occaſion ſoone to ſleight their Miſtrefle. _ So they add 
 finne to ſinne and arc found double offenders; If any of you hay 
offended incomempt,much more inſoill grounded aconempt,dotha 
which the Angell bad Hagar, humble your ſelves betore God,ifnorts 
'your Miſtreſſcs. Follow what was good in Hagar not what was bad, 
a,Sheeranne | Another faultof hers was, that ſhe ran away from her Miſtreſſe, 
my which the Angell alſo ſhewes to have becne finfull by ſending her 
: backe againe. Let not the Divell make any of you play the fugj. 
tive by running away from your governours if they be fomewha 
| ſharpe to you, rather ſtrive to pacthe them by ſubmiſſhon, then t 
caſt off the yoke by beraking your ſelves to your heeles. Theſebe 
her onely faults, for Tam loath to charge her with having an hand in 
uu mocking of Iſaac, for Iſhmael was then upon the point of 
ixtecne yeares old, for Abraham was cighty ftxe when 1/hmael wg; 
borne, and 100 when 1ſaac was borne, and 7ſaac ſucked ſome while," 
like enough above a ycare, and fo 1ſhmael muſt be neere about fix- 
reene, that ſhee may thinke he was ſo ſerfible of being _Abrabow! 
heire asto laugh ar the ſtirre made about the young childe, as ifby 
his comming intothe world he ſhould be diſ-inhented, 
Her benefits. |) Now fſccher crofles and comforts; Firſt, ſhee was ſo happy asto 
he pe ag be a ſervant in Abrahams houſe and fo a member of rhetrue Church 
ſcervaurs, | Within the Caqvenant of grace, by vertue of her being a memberof 
chat domeſticall Church. Ir is a very good benefit, when the Lord 
 vouchſafethrtoplace a ſervant in agood family under good and Chr- 
\ftian Governours, which will affoord them all good uſage for their 
bodies, and all ncedfull helpcs alſo for the ſalvation of their ſoules. 
| They may enjoy as much comfort in this as in any one thing that can 
| befall them inreſpe& of their habitation and dwelling, to have good 
Goycrnousin a good houſe. For in being under the roofe and cuſto- 
dy of a godly man, they be under the cuſtody of God himſelfe, and 
guard of holy Angels. 
Wherefore, let all thoſe that have children and muſt diſpoſe of 
them to be ſervants, be principally carctull of this matter, Let your 
care be ro provide for yours Maſters, notalone of good eſtate with 


| whom 
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| whomarhey may live comfortably for their bodies, having good at- 
tire, fare, good diet and the like, bur by whoſe meancs they 
ma be helped to knowledge, faith, obedience, my of all ſorts, 
ad to life eternall hereafter, Seeing your children be made after 
| Gods image, have a ſoule as well as a body, and have neede as much 
of things profitable for the ſoule, fincethat isthe farre better part,and 
if that be well, the good eſtate thereof will cafily countervaile and 


bad cſtate;all the bodily benefits will nothing at all advantage ir : 
therefore I require you inthe firſt place to reſpect rhis moſt neceſſary 
thing in placing out your children, 

And all you ſervants that have bcene directed either by Gods pro- 
vidence, or by the carefull indeavours of your good friends unto ſuch 
houſcholds wherein you have all good uſage for your outward man, 
and over and above the comfortable helpes of domeſticall duties to | 
bring you unto goodnefle, take norice of this mercy and thanke God | 
for it, and take heede that you grow not weary of thoſe holy duties, 
and ſhew not your ſelves ſo prophane, as to be troubled ar that 
which ſhould be your greateſt content, Yea I pray you ſo many as 
live ingood families, ſtrive ſo to conforme your ſelves to the good-, 
neſſe of the houſchold,as that you may have goodneſle by the meanes | 
of goodneſle there uſed, for otherwiſe that which ſhould have pro- | 
cured life to you ſhall ſerve to make your deſtruftion more terrible. | 
Leaneto pray, learne to heare Gods Word, learne to be good by the 
_ and examples of your Governours, elſe as our Saviour tel- 
eth, that ie ſhall be eaſier with the Sodomites, then the Capernaites at 
the day of judgement, ſo ſhall it be for the ſcrvants of profaneſ} 
Maſters then tor you that ſerve good and holy Mafters and eel 
lircſles. 

Secondly, Hagar had the favour of her Miſtrefſe very much,elſe you 
may aſſure your ſclves that ſhee would never have made her a Concu- 
bine to her husband,neither would Abraham have taken her to be 
Concubine wife if hee had not thought ſome good of her. This 
therefore was a benefitto her, that ſhe was well reputed of both by 
Abraham and $ arah, both the Governours of the family were well 
affcfted unto Hagar, and this is agreat comfort unto a ſervant, that 
their Rulers entertaine them with good liking, approoving well of 
them and of their ſervices, for by that meanes they be made capable 
| of enjoying much comfort intheir lives, and of receiving ſuch curte- 
| 


fies and rewards from their Governours as they be capable of, 
| = of eſcaping much hard uſage which elſe they ſhould likely 
cele. 

| This ſhould teach all ſervants to doe their uttermoſt indeavour 
that they may, to winnethe love of their Governours by ſubmiſſive- 


of | } |neſſe and obedience, performing the commandement of the Apo- 
our) Þ} |ſtle who commandcth to doe ſervice with good will, and to pleaſe 


make amends for the evills which the body ſuffered, but if ir be in| * 


ich _—_ in all things andto ſerve with feare, and todoe the willof 
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| God from the heart, remembring that they ſerve the Lord Chriſt, 
' and if God will as he hath promiſed givethem reward of inheritance, | 
| he will much more cauſe the hearts of their Goyernours to fayour and 
| accept them. Thus 7oſeph gat his Maſters good will and wasgreat: 
| in his houſe, this is the right way to procure favour, take this courſe! 
| and God ſhall be with you, but put away farre from you all croiſing| 
and thwarting, and idlenefſe, and eye-ſ{crvice, and anſwering againe,) 
and the like evill carriages, which will alienate your Rulers heang 
| from you and make you ſceme hatetull torhem, and if any of yoy 
doe not finde your Governours good liking, take heed thar your own! 
naughty behaviour have nor becne the cauſe of it. And if you haveit, 
rake heed of abuſing it to wrong both them and your {elves ; and all 
you Governours, learneto ſhew tavour to your ſervants, unl: flc rheirfin- 
fullneſſe hinder it, For the favour of a King ſhall be to ago'd ſervant, 
ſaith Salomon, and hee that waiteth on his CAlaſter ſhall be promoted o 
| honour, as he that tenduth afictree ſhall eate of the fruit of it. | 
 3.She received] Furthermore, Hagar reccived great mercies from God, for he gave! 
| meracs | her to conceive by CAbrabam, and when ſhe ranaway, met wirhher| 
rom God: | and: directed her to goe backe againe, which ſhee acknowledged with 
great thankes, for he gave her allo a heart to goe backe and ſubmit 
'ro her Miſtreſſe. This isa great favour of God, if he finde us in ow 
 out-{trayings,and give us both dircion and willto come into theright 
' way againe. Pray to God, that he would thus guide you and not ſutfe 
{ youto continue and periſh in your out-ſtrayings. 
4-Shee hal | Another mercy of God to Hagar was, that ſhee had 1ſhmael, and ; 
—_ n'2 promiſe, thar God would be with himand blefle him, and makehin 
ceraing bim, | a great man, and that he made 7/hmael after dutifull to her, for hews 
guided by herin taking a wife which ſhe had choſen for him. It children 
have not grace, yet ifthey proſper inthe world and yeeldthemſclves 
dutifully to their Parentsto be guided by them,they muſt acknowledge 
itasagreat favour from Heaven. 
' Againe, it was a ſpeciall goodnefle of God to her, that when fie 
wandred inthe wildernefle, and the water was ſpent,and her ſonne ws 
' ready to die for thirſt, God pitied both him and her, and fhewed hera 
| Well whereby ſhee gat water to give him,and promiſcd to bleſſe him, 
' and ſo he revived,and lived,and proſpered. All theſe favours Hagar had, 
Confider what crofles ſhe felt, for ſome bitter things ſhe mer withall 
as well as theſe comfortable and pleafing things. Firſt, the hard ulage 
of Sarah was tedious tc her, and fo much the more tedious by how 
' much ſhe was more guilty of pulling it on her ſelfe by her diſobeds- 
ence,{tubbornencfſe, rude and contempruous carriage. All you thatbe 
 ſervants,if you finde your Governours ſharp and rigorous,conſider with] 
' your ſelves, whether your irreverent and diſobedient behaviour have 
, hot provoked them againſt you, and expoſed you to this oicion, 
'and it ſo, humble your ſelves before God firſt, and after to them. | 
| Bur if any have eſcaped this crofle, let them bleſſethe name of G 


[that hath kept them from ſtubborne and unduritull courſes, and get 
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"heir governours wiſcdome and meeReneſſe not to be ſharpe as ſome 
vernours be withour juſt cauſe. 

Now another crofſe to Hagar was this, .that ſhe and her ſonne were | 
both ſent out of Abrahams tamily, in ſuch a poore and ill provided |* 
manner as the ſtory telleth as. This is a miſery very heavy tobeare,to 
be caſt out of ones countrey and place of habitation,where they lived 
comfortably, and forced to want all thoſe benefits being deprived of 
them all at once, Wherefore take heed leaſt by abuſing theſc kinde of 
benefits, you provoke not the Lord to caſt you out of the Church, or 
ourof your houſes and dwellings, but make you a good uſe of on. 


mercies that they may be continued to you, and learne, ifſuch a croſſe 
ſhould befall you, yer not to be diſheartned and diſcouraged, but to 
humble your ſelves before God knowing that in ſuch excremity the 
Lord is ready to helpe and ſuccour you, 

The laſt croſſeof 17agars was, that ſheſaw her ſonne 1/bmael ſpent 
with thirſt and ready to die, and ſhe was utterly deſtitute of all meanes 
tohelpe him,not being able farther rocaſe him or her ſelte but by get- 
ting out of fight and hearing, and fitting downe to weepe and mourne. 
This isa lam<ntable heart-breaking to a Parent, if they be deſtiture of 
things needfull for this life, whether by occaſionof travell & wandring 
outof the way, or of penury and neceſſity at home. How moſt heavie a 
hearthath a Father or Mother,if they ſee their children ready to be fa- 
miſhed throvgh hunger, and have no bread ro breake unto them, or are 
almoſt choaked through thirſt,and have no drink to beſtow upon them, 
neither know what to doe for them, but to conveigh themſelves out of 
fight,and fitting downe toempty their griefes inteares. This is a miſc- 
ry that God ſent _ the Parents of /cruſalem, by reaſon of famine and 
ſcarcity their children ſowned inthe ſtrectes, and no mancould ſupply 
themwith bread, Lament.4.4. 

Wee muſt learne to blefſe thename of God moſt heartily, that hath 
freed us from this miſery, and hath not cauſed us to behold ſuch a la- 
mentable ſight by one occafionor othcr,but hath givenus abundance of 
(things neceſſary, yea if he have not furniſhed us with great ſtore,yet we 
have ſufficient ro keepour ſelves and ours from pining away with want, 
O that we could be as full ofthanks, when we arc freed from wants, as 
wehave beene of complaints even for ſmall croſſes. And now uſe 
moderately your abundance, that God may not ſtrip you of all 
and bring you to ſuch extremity, and why ſhould we forfeit our ſelves 
andours to famiſhing? when wee ſee that God is tender to us,and wil- 
ling to ſatisfic us with good things. 
| Andlaſtly,let every man prepare for this croſle, think of it,tell him- 
ſelfe, it may befall him,and reſolve if the wiſedome of God ſhall bring 
tupon him, that he will labour patiently to undergoe it,not ſo as ro be 
forrowleſſe,that were no way commendable, but fo as to be moderate 
n grieving, and to turne his griefe into ſpirituall griete, and powre it 
forth beforethe Lord in humble and penitent confeſſionsand lamenta- 
|tions for finne, 
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Before I depart from handling of Hagars Example,I mult ſay ſome.) 
thing of Sarah and her,which Iknew not how ſo fitly to ſpeake of in! 
the life of cither, viz. that theſe two Mothers and the children borne gf/ 
them were Allegorics, as S.Paul callsthem, that is, figures of ſome 
other thing myſtically ſignified by them. For this we have the authorj. 
ty of S. Paul, Gal.4.21, In theſe words, Heare you not what the Liy 
(that is,the writings of Moſes commonly called the Law, becauſe the 
Law was the principall part thereof ) doth ſay, for it is written thy 
Abraham khad4two ſonnes ,one of the bond-woman another of the free-womay, 
and the ſon of the bond- man was borne after the fleſh that is,by a bare naty. 
rall power of generation, as any men naturally may bege:t a child of x 
woman without any power above nature concurring tothe work,But ſ 
that was borne of the free-weman wa: borne by promiſe, that is,not ſo much 
by any naturall irength of the Parents, as by vertue of Gods promiſe, 
which bound histruth to ſet his Omnipotency a worke above nature, 
otherwiſe Abraham that had fo long lived with Sarah in her youth,and 
could never become a Father by her ſhould much leſſe have beeneſy| 
by her, now when her body was quite dried with age, which thing 


(ſaith S.Paul) are an Allegory,according as I told you before. For the; 
ore Teflaments or Coycnants, the one from Mount Sinai, which came 
thence being there publiſhed and promulgated, it is the Law, th 
' Covenant of workes, whereof itis ſaid, The Law came by Moles, and| 

this ts ſaid to gender unto bondage, thatis, to beget and make nor ſonney 
| and daughters of a free and ingenuous ſpirit, loving God, and ourdf 
love doing him ſervice, and meerely of his grace, love, free favourand 

' promiſe expeRting their reward, but bond-ſlaves which our of afear 
of puniſhment or hope of reward, doe ſervice and expett the rewal 
for the worthineſle ſake of their workes, and this Covenant #u Haz, 
' meaning, is ſignified by Hazar, for ſaith he, this Hagar is Mount Sins 
in CArabia, meaning is ſoby ſignification and repreſentation, and #- 
ſwetethin ſignification and Type #9 Jeruſalem, which now is and « i 
bondage, meaning tothe Law and to the curſe and 1igour of it, being 
' debtors to the whale Law to doe it, or itthey doe it not to the curle! 
to ſufferit. But this Teruſalem which i from above, thatis, the Heavenly 
Jeruſalem, the Church, the number of true belcevers, that doeindeed! 
ſeriouſly imbrace the dotine of the Goſpell, which began by Chnlt 
and his Apcſtlesto be preached at 7eruſalem, not hoping to be juſtified 
and ſaved by the merit or worth of their owne workes, bur by thetrce| 
promiſe of God in Chriſt, thoſe are free from the curſe and rigour df 

thc Law, and ſheeis the mother of all true Chriſtians of us all, thi! 

' is, of my ſelfe and all thole which with mee looke for righteouſnel 

and {alvationalonethrough the merits of Chriſt, and mercy of Godin! 

' Chriſt chrough fairh in his name, and after he ſaith, As then he that ws: 
after the fleſh perſecuted him that w #5 after the Spirit, even ſo (faithhe)# 


| & n0w, 


| Here you havethe full Allegory, two Mothers, a bond-womanand| 


a free-woman, two manners of begetting, after the fleſh and after the 
1 "_ 


Spirit, 


The Example of GCua P. 11, Oc, 


| 
| 


| 


| 
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Gu. Sarah, Hagar. Curuap. 1,&c. 


Spirit ewokindes ofchildren, bond-men and free-men, and the bond 


ſill perſecuting the free. The Mothers are che two Covenants, that of 
the Law andthatof Grace, The two manners of begetting one of 
the promiſe, the other by the fleſh, two kindes of children; bond-men 
to good and free-men. The marter is this, Thoſe that bring nothing 
'bur their owne natvrall power tothe Law and fo ſeeke by itto be juſti- 
fied, they are but of a {laviſh diſpoſition, and have nothing bur the re. 
'ward of ſlaves, but thoſe that looke to the goodnefle of God inthe 
' Covenant of Grace, having the power of Gods Spirir, are made to 
love God as children, and admitred ro the inheritance of ſonnes. 

| TLetustake heed of being ſonnes of the bond-woman, for many be 
ich ſtill, The Papiſts will needs challengeſalvation as due by the me- 
ris oftheir owne workes, and ſoinvery deed doe exclude themſelves 
from it by challenging it ona wrong ground. And the mulritude are in 
this reſpe no whit betterrhenthe Papiſts ; for their owne good deeds 
areftill in their mouthes, 35 ifthey would be ſaved by workes,which yer 
cannot ſave them, yea ſome reliquesof this ignorant and fooliſh pride 
was found in the Saints, who if they finde not (which they will never 
finde) perfeRion in themſelves,arc till aptto queſtion their eſtatezas if 
it were their owne goodnefle that ſhould bring them to Heaven, not 
the goodnefle of God in Chriſt, rewarding them freely with that unde- 
ſerved crowne, becauſethey are become the children of God by faith 

in Chriſt. Now let us take heed of being the ſonnes of Hager, but let 
usacknowledge fill our owne finfullnefſe and unworthineſle, 
yer ſtill reſt on his mercy in Chriſt,and ſtriveto obey 
himinlove, as children doe their Father, 
and ſo much for Hager. 
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Ow »« Abraham had athird wife, her name | 
was Ketwrah. The Scripture bringeth herin | 
as it were a dumbe perſon, tells nothing of ' 
her parents, life, nor death, but mentioning 
her bare name alone, ſhewes that ſhee was 
Abrahams wife as I conceive, and what chil- 
dren ſhee had by Abraham we aretold, Gep. 
25.1. her ſonnes were fixe, as you may reade 
| in that place. Now the Lord ſeemeth to tell 
\usthis little of this woman and her ſonnes, becauſe we ſhould the more 
acknowledgethe blefling of Godupon Abraham in reſtoring him to 
aſecondyouth as it were, and making him ſo fruitfull as to beget fix 


—_ 


[wanes in his o1d-age after Sarahs death, whereas before atan 100 he 

Was 4s good as dead,according to S. Pauls phraſe, Rom,4. So Gods 

blefſing is ableto make our ſoules fruitfull inall good workes, though 

of our ſelves wee be utterly barren and unfruitfull. And thus we have 

| Conc with Abrahams wivcs. 

| Now let us ſpeake ſomething of _ oempmne, Hegnanmg 
. wit 


———— 


157 


Keiurah, 


\ !hmael. 


His Vercues. 

1 He was out- 
wardly confor» 
mable and G 


beditnce to bt 
father, 


| | 


2. Fe ſubmit. 
ted himſclfe to 
bis father to be 
baniſhed our | 
of his houſe, | 


B; TY. Or Ns 


. | after that inward circumcifion , the Lord will ſurely beſtow it up 


with his ſonne 1ſhmact. Iſhmael was, ſonne of Abraham and Hagg 
his maide ſervant, borne unto him at his 86. yeeres, as faith the Holy 
Ghoſt, Gen.16.ult, He was the ſonne of a godly Father, but whether 
himſelfe were godly or not-it is uncertaine, Bur in his life wemyg 
note, Firſt, his Vertues. Secondly, hisFaults. Thirdly,his Benefits, 
Fourthly, his Croſſes, and then ſhall we come to his death, 

His vertues. Firſt he lived in his fathers houſe in outward confor. 
mity and obedience, for he ſubmitred ro his father ar 1 3.yeares tg 
be circumcifed, Gen.17.25. and ſo had the outward ſeale of the cg. 
venant, bur yet he was nor the promiſed ſcede, nor had the covenan 
made with him, nor had the Church and true religion continuing in 
his family. So we muſt learne nor to farisfic our ſelves with being in 


The Example of Cuna P.16,&c 


the Church outwardly, but muſt labour to become true member 
of it, and to enter into the covenant indeed. Ir will not profit us tg 
have the Sacraments outwardly adminiſtered to us, ( for he is not; 
Jew which is one without, -neither is thar circumciſion which is ow. 
ward inthe flcſh) but wee muſt indeavour after the inward Circum- 
ciſion, even to get the righteouſneſſe which is by faith, that tha 
faith may purific our hearts, and purge away from us all filthineſſe 
fcſhand ſpirit. And if we make uſe of the outward ſeale, therebyy 
be made ta ſecand feele our uncircumciſednefle of heart, and heanih 
acknowledge Gods will and power to make us partakers of thein. 
ward circumciſion, ſo putting forth our ſelves to bg for, and labour 


on u 
Againe, all children muſt learne to ſubmit themſclves to their 
rents, at leaſt to an outward performance of ſuch holy durics, x 
their parents they ſhall be inſtruted in, elſe they are worſe then1þ 
mael, and will become matter of anguiſh and vexation to their godly: 
parents, Would Tſhmaet accept circumciſon, and wilt not thoux- 
cept inſtruction, learne the principles of Chriſtian religion, and ſettle 
thy ſelfe ro ſome ſhew of goodneſſe, then ſhall 7ſhmaels exampletiſe 
up in judgement againſt thee and condemne thee. And parentsmult 
obſerve Gods goodnefle in their childexen, if they find them even 
in ſuch a degrec traRable and ruly, for this is farre berter then tobe 
wilde and furious, and to caſt of all ſemblance of goodneſle, and ya} 
ſuch would the beſt mans childeren prove, if the hand of Goddid 

not reſtraine them. | 

But another good thing in 1ſk-zael was, that he ſubmitted himſclk 
to his Father to be baniſhed our of his houſe, no queſtion but 4+ 
ham that loved him, would informe him of the neceſſity which 
upon himſelfe ſoro expell his ſonne, and would furniſh him with 


| good advice, and fo did he without murmuring or wilfull refuſingto 


, 


—_— 


| good counſell, who then being ſome 16. yeares old was capableot 


| go yeeld himiclfe to that puniſhment. It is agood thing in childere 
to take quietly their parents chaſtiſement, eyen though they ſh 
'be ſomewhat ſcvere. Bur to oppole them, orto rebell againſt chem, 
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or fall ro clamorouſneſle and impaticncy is agreat finne, even though 
the correRtion ſhould be cauſcleſle and unjuſt, how much more if they 
be righteous and deſerved. Learne of 1/hmaet this ſubmiſſion, how 
will you hope that you be Gods childeren , if you do not <quallſuch 
20neas Iſhmael in goodneſle? 


Againe, Iſhmael did another good office in the concluſion of his 
Fathers life, for it is noted of him, that he came to Iſaac avd joyned 
with him in his Fathers funcrall, Ger. 25.9. by whichir is manifeſt, 
that he bare no grudge againſt his Father for caſting him our of his 


152 


3 Hee ioyned 
with [ [aac in 
his Fathers fu. 
nerall, 


houſe, but bore that reſpe& towards him which was due to a Father, 
and therefore, did him the beſt honour he could at his latter end, yea 
that hee did not harbour in his minde any envious and malicious 
thought againſt Iſaac, and therefore would come unto him and unite 
his paines to burie his Father. Learne {o much good of him I pray 
you, as to forget that ſeverity which perhaps Parents may have 
ſhewed to any of you, and not put off the dutifulnefſe of childeren, 
becauſe you have met with ſomerhing thar flzſh and bloud would call 
hard meaſure, The lefſe inducement any man hath from a parents 
kindneſſe to love and honour him, the more commendable iris if hee 


performe all honour to him : but he that will be ſo tranſported with 
diſcontentment againſt a parent for ſome ſharpeneſle, as evento hare | 
£ P Pp 


ched childe, 

I pray you learne allo by 1ſhmael, not to ſuffer envy to riſe againſt 
your Bretheren if in any thing they be preferred before you ro your 
detriment, Loye not them lefle then the name of a Brother or Siſter 
doth require, becauſe you may thinke that they have ſtood betwixr 
your parents love and bounty and your ſelves, and fo as it were 
overſhadowed you, and kept the ſan-ſhine from you, but behold 
the hand of God in ſo diſpoſing of things and reſolve to love ſtill as 
Bretheren, 
| Further Iſhmael did one good a of honour and duty toward his 
[mother Hagar. For it is ſaid, Gen.21.21. that his mother tooke him 
awifcour of the land of Egypt, ſo he was ruled by his motherin mar- 
rage, having her liking and conſent, .yea giving himſclfe ro begui- 
ded by her, as did alſo 1ſaac to Abraham, and 1acob to Iſaac, It is 
a needefull thing for childeren to take the conſent and aſſent of their 
parents, ( yea if it be but of the mother, ſuppoſing the father to be 
dead or abſent, ) and not to ruſh into this eſtate againſt their willes 
and privity, No comfort can cometothe conſcience in ſuch a match, 
for whoſoever is joyned together otherwiſe then Gods Word 


and contemne him, moſt of all if his owne folly have inforced his | 
parent to ſuch proceedings, is without all doubta graceleſſeand a wret- | 


4. He was ru 
led by his mo- 
ther 11 marri- 
age, 


aloweth, can have no ground of comfort, as thoſe are that are joy- 
ned without the good will of thoſe whom God hoth made his depu- 
ties in this buſineſſe. The Lord ſaith to Parents, take wives for your 
ſonnes, and give your daughters, plainely putting them into his roome 
n that behalfe, wheretore having not conſent from them, they ve. 

P 3 in 
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| 
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| in an unlawtull matrimony, untill ſuch time as by humble repentance | 

| bcfore God and ſubmiſſive intreaties to their parents, they have at. 

rained that good leave of their parents, which they ought to have: 

gotten before. If therefore any amongſt you have ſooftended, they: 

muſt ſee the fault, and be humbled and ſecke pardon. Moſt times: 

| the Lord doth ſenſibly crofſe ſuch marches, make ule of rhole croſſsy 
; to increa(c your godly ſorrow forſinne. And let thoſe children that 
| are yet unmarricd, take heed of imtangling their affetions withou 
| the privity of Parents, or of ſecking to draw the aft-Qions of onea. 
| riother, untill ſuch conſent have gone before, for feare they makethis 


| ; duty very Cifficult unto them, or thruſt themſclves our gf the wayof 


| dury and obedience, by their headiirong paſſions. So much of 1ſhmuls 
| 200d deeds, now of his bad. | 
[tis fuultz. , | PFuſt, at ſome 15. or 16. yeares he mocked Tſaac, this mocking 


1, He mockedſ vu, degree of perſccution and a fault in him. I cannot conceive 


h1s vrother. 


that he did it out of any Cilike of 1ſaacs piery, who being but aney 
weaned childe could not diſcover any picty unto him, art leaſt any 
ſuch a&t of piety as ſhould ſtirre up difdaine and derifion, but ſecing 
ſuch a great gladnefle and a merry feaſt at the weaning of 1/aac,he made 
a ſport ofhim, as it were diſdaining that Iſaac ſhould ſcemetothn 
| him out of the inheritance. Now it is agreat finne tomocke anyone 

; out of envy and ſcorne that they ſhould be pref-rred before then, 

| Mocking ſhewes a great deale of pride in him that uſcth 1t, nothing 

bur overvaluing of our {clves makes us undervalew others. Mocking 

is aredious thing to ſuffer, the good eſteeme wee have of our ſel; 

and thoſe that are neere unto us, makes the contrary carriage of other! 
unſufferable, therefore - is mocking a great offence. Take heed! 

pray you of ufing it toward your bretheren or neighbours; Ir is anat 

thar tendeth ſtrongly ro provoke, and we muſt not provoke oneano- 

ther : Itis then moſt loathſome when it comes from envy and malice, 

make not a maygame at your bretheren, floute them nor, breakenot 

Epheſ..4, jeſts upon them z this jeſting is that which S. Paul forbids, eſpecially 
laugh not at their miſeries and at their finnes, but moſt of all mocke 
not atthem for well doing. Mocking is any carriage by whichaman 
 expreficth his contempr of another, and ſeckesro make him alſocon- 
temptible and deſpicable unto others. Hethat can ſcrlight by ama 


: 
; 


| | for goodnefſe ſake which ſhould procure honour, how blind a minde, 
| how perverſe a judgement hath he. Be penitent it your folly have] 
carried you to ſuch aſinne, and now bridle your ſclves from ſuchill 

carriage, hath not God ſhewed his diſlike of it ſufficiently, by put- 

thing it in 7/ſh»»acl with baniſhment out of Abrahams houſe ? | 

\ Wis 2 wg, Another fault of Iſhmael, is that which was foretold of him, that 
ma, he was a wilde man, a. kind of Afſe-colt, that would not be ſubject 
| to any almoſt, nor ruled by any. This is a grievous fault indeed, | 
| when he that hath the face, ſhape and faculties of a man, and ſhould 
| have wiſedometo ſubmit himſctfe to ſuchas have authority overlum, | 
will yet know no governour, fubmir ro no authority, be kept within 
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no boundes, but leape over hedge and ditch as it were, and runne 
about after his owne tancy, and live as he liits himſelfe, rhat is to ſay; 
will cycrtake upon him the qualities ofa wild Aﬀe-colt to man-ward, 
will never carry himſelfe as a ſheepe dutifully to God-ward, Be- 
ware of being ſuch wild fellowes thar now follow their owne hu- 
mours, and care not what trickes they play, not heeding any admo. 
nition or any reaſon, If any of you have ſhewed your ſclves ſuch 
formerly, bewaile it before God, pray him to pardon you, pray him 
torurne you by ſhewing you your finnes, and miſerable eſtate by na- 
ture, and pray him to make you at length to learneto take che yoake 
of obedience, and caſt of all wilde courſes, live like men nor like 
wilde Aſſes. The wilde Afſe runnes up and downe inthe wilderneſle, 
and will not be led nor driven, but will be where her fancy carryes 
her. Benot you ſuch, but let the direRions and admonitions of your 
parents and governours, like bounds keepe you within compaſle, 
He that will live wildly ſhall ſurely procure a world of miſcriesto 
himſelfe at laſt : hardſhip ſhall rame him whom nothing elfe will 
tame, or cle atthe end of his wilde race, he ſhall ſtake himſelfe as it 
were, upon the vengeance of Godand cternall death. 

Yet another fault, Every mans hand was azainſt him, and his acainſt 
every man, The meaning is, he was a quarrel{ome fellow, ſtill braw- 
ling and falling out, one that would eafily rake and give matter of 
ſtrife and debate ; apt to ſpeake and doe that which would givedi- 
ſaſteto others, and apt to diſtaſte rhe things that others ſaid and did 
to him, ſo as to make it the matter ofa fray orgrudge, or both, This 
is the fault that is deſcribed in theſe words; Now 3 ſore finne itis that 
makes a man troubleſome to himſclfe and all his neighbours, and 
cauſcth his life to be like the life of a Cocke of the game, thar is ſtill 
bloudy with the bloud of others and himſelfe. I pray you examine 
your ſelves whether you be not ſuch froward contentious men, ſtill 
in ſuite, in conteſtation, in oppoſition with ſome orother, that will 
take no ſhew of wrong, but will doe enough, that cannor long keepe 
out of ſorue brabling matrer, If it be a legall kind of quarrelling, it is 
a {igne ef much folly, much pride, or both, mach more if it be a 
kindof martiall quarrelling that tends to ſtroakes and bloudſhed. Re- 
pent, repent of this evill humour, and ſeeke to God to give you a 
mecke and quiet ſpirit, able to beare and forbeare, able to ſhew kind- 
neſſe and to paſſe by unkindneſſe, for ſurely it is a kind of diabolicall 
lite to live ſo unquictly, and it will cauſe Gods hand to be ſtretched 
outagainſt him, whoſe hand is againſtevery body. And theſe are 1/h- 
maels faylts, i 
Now his benefits are, Firſt, deliverance from two great dangers, 
one before hee was borne, when his mother was taking a courſero 
undoe both her ſelfe and him, God was fo favourable to both, asto 
meete her in the way and turne her backe from her wandering, that 
returning home againe, 1ſh»ael might be borne in Abrahams houſe, 


and by him brought up in all good order till his 17. yeere or there- 
P 3 abouts. 
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3» Hee was a 
quurrelllome 
tellow. 
Gen«16-12, 


His Benefits, 
1- Deliverance 
from two great 
dangers, 


| 


ee 


0 GEN. 


2.God provi- 
ded water tor 
him when hee 


| worldly greatneſſe, This mercy muſt be confeſſed, if God hay 


was ready to 
dic for thirlt. 


gave him his 
name. 


Gen.21-17s 


Joh-g.31. 


much 1n the 
world, 


His death, 


wy 
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' toſee a Well necre hand, which cither griefe of minde or weakeneſſs 


3.God hirſelfc 


4.He proſpered 


The Example of Cn a e.16,&0, 
abours. A great benefit it was and- the foundation of his furuce 


prevented danger from us whileſt we were in our mothers wombeg, 
and it were fit that Parents ſhould acquaint their children with ſych 
mercies, that they might learne to inlarge their thankeſgiving by 
mentioning of themalſo, We cannot ſhew our ſelves too exact an 
diligentin reckoning with God for his benchits. 

Secondly, God himſclfe vouchſated to mecte him againe when 
he was baniſhed, and to provide water for him and refreſh hin 
when he was now ready to die for thirſt. How great was Gods care 
of him? thar ſent an Angell to open his Mothers eyes and cauſc he 


of fight thorough faintneſſe had diſabled her from ſeeing, or elſe 
made a Well for the purpoſe and then ſhewedit her, Harthnot Ggg 
ſuccoured ſome of us in dangers almoſt as great * by ſending us 
ſhewing us ſome preſent meanes of helpe, which it was not poſſible 
for any wit of ours toprovide. Let not ſuch abenefirt be forgotten, 
and let us learneto truſt upon him ever after, and not to be carkingly 
troubled with caſting —_—_ before hand and diſquieting our ſelves 
with feares, becauſe we ſce no way out, God will have a Wellin 
ſtore and ſhew ir usatthe exigent. | 

Againe, it was a great mercy of God, that himſelfe youchſafedty 
give him a name and ſo ſweet a namezas that of 7ſh-2ael, which ſignif. 
th, God will heare, and may ſceme to point outthe deliverance where. 
of I ſpake laſt, for then it is ſaid, 7 have heard the cry of the lad, 0 
that we could labour to be 1ſhmaels in this ſence, ſuch as have inter 
unto this mercy of bcing heard of God. Such we ſhall be if we de 
part from iniquity and ſtudy to pleaſe God, for if any mas dit th 
will of God him will God heave, 

Laſily, God blefſed 1ſhmacl in outward things, and made himto 
proſper ſo much inthe world that he became agrear man, and had 
rwelve Princes iſſuing from his loynes and after a great nation. Why 
ſhould the Saints doubt of things needfull £ ſecing even thoſe of 
whom we are not ſure that they were Saints, enjoyed fo great abun- 
| dance, or why ſhould any man boaſt himſelfe of theſe things? which 
an 1/hmael may haveas well as an 1{aac. And why ſhould not we be 
incouraged to ſerve God in uprightneſſe 2 who vouchſafeth fo libe- 
rally to reward his ſervants, as to blefſe their children ſo much for 
their ſakes. And ſo much forthe life of 1/hmael. 

Now for his death, whichis ſer downe, Gen.25.17. Theſe are the 
 yeeres of the life of T{hmael 137 yeeres, and then hee gave up the ghif, 
and died, and was gathered to his people. Helived ten yeeres morethen 


Sarah, for ſhe lived 127 and he an 137 andthis isto be noted of him, 
| tharthe yeeres of his life are reckoned, which is not: done to any 


| See Ainſworth wicked man in Scripture againe, whereby ſome'probabiliry is give 
on Gen.z5.17 


that he was agood man, ſeeing it is alſo ſaid, that He was gat 
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 to-hus people, a phraſe notuſed of any but good men, ſignifying _ 
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he wentamong the Congregation of the good men which went before | 
him. But howſoever, we mult learne by his death to prepare for! 
ours, that we may be gathered unto our people. It welive as Gods 
people, we ſhall die as Gods people, and be gathered amongſt them, | 
and ſhall be raiſed up alſo with them arthe reſurreRion of the juſt. Bur if 
we live with the wicked, we ſhall die with the wicked, and be gathe- | 

red together with them to ſhame and torment at the laſt, And ſo much 

of Iſhmael Abrabams ſonne by Hagar. | 

Now of othersthar lived at the ſame time, Eliezer of Damaſcus | Eliezer, 

the Steward of his houſe, into whoſe hands hee comminted all that | 

he had, ſo it is told us, Ger.15.2, and 25.2, Hee was his eldeſt | The Scriprure 
ſervant, and ruled over all that he had, of his Birth and Death we.| 4th nothing 
reade nothing in Scriprure, bur of his Life ſome paſlages are related. | | hp wy 
1. His vertues and good deeds, for of his bad deeds no mention is | his taulcs, 
made, not that he was altogether free from finne, for if Abraham 

and Sarah were in ſome things found faviry, it cannot be thought 

that this man a ſervant of theirs was faultlefle, br becauſe the Lord 

did not write an entire ſtory of his life, but would ſer him before | 

the eyes of ſervants as an example for them to imitate. Now of 
him therefore wee muſt note his good carriage, his benefits and 
his croſſes, 

Firſt for his good deeds, when Abraham called him and would 
have him-put his hand under his thigh (a geſture uſed to the godly 
Patriarkes by ſuch as bound themſelves rothem by an oath, perhaps 
to ſignifie their ſubjeftion to them, and faith in the promiſed ſeed 
which wasto come out of their loynes) he would not haſtily and hand- 
rover-head take that oath which was miniſtred unto him, but 
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with duc caution and warineſſe, that he might not thruſt himſelfe into 
prin. of for{wearing himſelfe by rafhneſſe, but might have 4 
quict conſcience by ſeeing clearcly how farre his oath bound him 
[ndto whar, that ſo he might know himſclfe able to performe his 
oath and might accordingly fulfill it. = 
Inhim therefore welearne to be waric in ſwearing and to ſweare 
in judgement, that is, adviſedly and with good confideration,infor- 
ming our ſelves fully of the thing ſworne too,thar it might not be 
cither impoſſible or unlawfull to the intangling of our ſoules in the 
perill of falling into thar hainous offence of perjury. No man muſt | his ve:1wes, 
proceede toan oath haſtily and inconfiderarely, bur muſt ponder upon | »-tie procee- 
thething ſworne roo,that he may have a full reſolution ro, accompliſh | {m2 © | 
the ſame, Looke to your ſelves that you ſhew the like religious re- 
ſpe to the great name of God. An oath isaſtrong bond in which 
4 man laies his ſoule as it were in pawne to God, ſo thar the breach 
of his oathis a forfeiture of his pretious ſoule to the hands of Gods 
Judgement, ſo great abond muſt not be taken upon us without great 
cutclouſneſſe, They therefore that have ſwormeon a ſuddaine,not de- 
liberating ſeriouſly of ic, muſt know? that they have even offered con- 
—_ to God, becauſcthough perhaps the thing was juſt and poli. | 
| P 4 
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| ble, yeritwasſo by chance alone and as ir fell out, and if it had beens 
| otherwiſe, yetthey would haveraken ir ſo that no thankes was dye tg 
| any religious care of theirs if it were otherwiſe. Repent therefore 
of your haſtineſſe and heedeleſnefſe in ſwearing, this is to ſheyw 


—— ———— 


your ſelves ſuch as doe not fearce an oath, and ſo doe not duely re. 
verence and honour the great Majeſty of God, whoſe name » 
{wearing you inyocate againſt your {clvecs. 

Therefore alſo thoſe that miniſter an oath muſt not be diſpleaſed at 
ſuchcautelouſneſſe, but muſt readily ſatisfie the doubrs and [cruples| 
of thoſe that ſweare, that with good conſcience and a quiet minde 
they may take it upon them, for ſecing they be carctull before they 
| ſweare to underſtand what they ſweare unto, itgiverh good hope tha 
after they have ſworne they will be as carefull that they keepe it, and 
ſo rhcir oath ſhall be to ſome purpoſe, which ſhould very much cox. 
tent and ſatisfic him that gives them the oath. But hethat will ſpeedily 
and withour conſidering take an oath, will alſo be as ready to breake 
it, alledging his former ignorance or miſtaking, as an excuſe of his 
not fulfilling ir. Hirherro of his devotion to God in reſped of his ws 
ry entring into an oath. 

Now comes to be handled his good carriage towards A brahamin 
the buſineſſe by oath committed untohim. Firſt, h* uſed due ſpeede 
in fulfilling his oath, for without more then neceſſary deferring hee 
addreſſed himſclfe rothe performance of his oath having thoroughh 
underſtoodit, for knowing his Maſters will tro be that he ſhould fark 
the woman and not bring T1ſaac backe againe thither, and thart ifrhey 
would not give him a wife for Iſaac without his owne comming, then 
he ſhould be free from the oath, and wirhall being incourazed by 
Abrabams words, that God would ſend his Angell before him and 
proſper his journey, he made all good ſpeede to take his journey 
abourthat weighty ſervice, and went unto Meſopotamia to diſpatch 
it taking to that end ten Camells with all other things neceſſary, 
ſeeing all his Maſters eſtate was at his command. 

_ Here learne, that when you have ſworne you muſt not delay the 
performance of it, but ſo ſoone as ſhall be convenient, and as you 


godly ſervant and be mindfull of your oathes, confider the great 
| nefle of God to whom you are tied, and put not off the worke from 


be x excuſes, but free your faith and pull your ſelves out of the dange! 


| Phariſces could ſay, thou ſhalt not forſweare thy ſelfe but falfill thine 
| oathes to God. Let us ſhew our ſelves at leaſt as wiſe and conſcionable 
| as a Phariſce could reach us to be. | 
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| 
| I anſwer, then we muſt repent of our naughtineſſe in taking it, w 


have power, muſt ſettle to doc the thing ſworne ro. All you that 
have ſworne any lawfull and poſſible thing, looke on CAbrahow 


time to time, ſecke notneedlefſe delayes, make not fearcfull or ſloati- 


of Gods diſpleaſure by a conſcionable fulfilling of your oathes.The 


But what if we perceive the oath to haye beene of an unlawfull 
thing ? 


—— 
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© forbeare to add a ſcconhd finne in doing that which is unlawful, | 


mandement. 


I anſwer, if that impoſſibility might have beene forcſcene, our 
raſhneſſe in not forcſecing ir muſt be repented of, but if it could not 
have beene foreſcene, we muſt reſt our ſelves ſatisfied in this, that 
our minde was faithfully to have fulfilled ir, if God had not caſt in | 
'our way ſuch an impediment, bur no hazard, no coſt, no labour | 
muſt ſtand betwixt us and the accompliſhing of our oathes, for Da- ' 
od ſaith, that a good man ſweares 10 bs hinderance, and yet fulfills, 
'T were better for a man to be undone in the world or to looſe this 
natural life, then to breake his oath for feare of lofle or death. So 
\much ofthis mans conſcionablenefle in regard of taking and keeping 

an oath. 
| Now ſce his vertuous carriage inthe thing, 7. His great diligence 
inthe maine worke, 2. His diſcretion. 3, His piety and rcligiouſ- 
nefle, | 
| To begin with the laſt, he ſerved his Maſter religioufly. Firſt, h 
'thanked God tor his good ſucceſle. 2, He prayed ro God for good 
ſucceſſe. His prayer 15, Gen.24.12,13,* 4. Wherein he beſought God 
to cauſe him to meete with a fit wife | for 1/azc, We muſt all learne 
| ſpecially ſervants, for of ſuch a one we ſpeake now,to commend our 
Maſters buſineſſes to God, praying him to proſperus. A good and 
godly ſervant when he imployeth himſelfe in his Maſters worke, muſt 
ſhewhimſelfe ro be Gods ſervantand to have faith in his providence, 
truſtiogin his goodneſle and bleſſing more then in his owneability, In- 
deed ſuch a particular begging of ſuch and ſuch occurrents to ſhew 
us Gods mind: was peculiar tohim, and is not required of us, for hedid 
it by the peculiar inſpiration of Gods Spirit, bur in generall to be 
Gods affiſtacce that belongs to all good Servants. You that woul 
be counted godly ſervants, have you thus ſanRified your indeayours 
by prayer? have you thus called on his name to guide and ſpeed 
'you? if you have, you have done well, take comfort in it, it is 
teſtimony that you ſerve for conſcience ſake,not as men-pleaſcrs,and 
| that you ſerve the Lord in ſerving your Maſters, if you have not, be 
' humbled and lament jt, as a matter of prephaneſſe and a cauſe of 
; many croſſes and a meanes to make you proud of your ſelves, if good 
ſucceſſeattend you. And now tread hereafter in the ſteps of this god- 
ly Servant, Pray,pray to him for his afſiftance and bleſſing upon your 
ſelves, and the workes you take in hand for your Maſters, that ſo it 
; May appeare you doe all in faithand obedience to God. 
| Againe,this man finding that God did anſwer his requeſts, blefſeth 
God, verſe 26,27, Where is his reverent behaviour outwardly, hee 
bowed, and then the matter of his thankes, he ſaid, bleſſed be the Lord, 
you" 


—  —————— 


| 


But what if it proove impoſſible 2 | 
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4. He was diſ- 
| 


crecte, 


s. He hada 


care of his 
Camels. 


6 Was diligent 
and made haſt 
about his bu- 


finclle. 


Col.3.22, 


Ephel.6. Fo 


| His benehirs, 
| 1, God gave 
| him a godl 


Matftcr, 


, \himwichall he had. 3. That God made him arrue Chriſtian, for bond 
an 
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| «em muſt learne with all humble behaviour of body and conſequene. 
ly of mind and with all fincerity and heartineſle to praiſe God to 
your good ſucceſſe, and ſoit will appeare that you aſcribe all to Gyg 
and not to your ſclves. If you have beene thus thankful, it is an ex, 
cellentthing in which you muſt takecomtfort ; nothing is atruer prof 
| of true goodneſle, then a conſtant care to blefſe and praiſe God for 
his perpetuall goodneſſe in proſpcring us, it not, lament the want of i 
asa manifeſt proofe of pride and want of faith, 

And now let usall learne to be particularly thankfull to God fyy 
particular benefits, yea even ſuch outward benefits, much more for in. 
ward, This is the way to continue, to ſanRtifie, and increaſe benefir, 
God loveth thankfullneſſe as men alſo doe. It we improove his be. 
nefits to ſygood apurpoſe, we ſhall not wantthem in due time, onely 
fee that your thankes be not alone verball. 

You have ſecne his piety, now his diſcretion ſhewes it ſelfe firf 
in ſetting downe what a woman he would have for 1ſaac, viz.a cou 
'teous and laborious woman, one that came out to draw water, and 
| onethat would reſpec a ſtranger, and give him to drinke and his Cz 
mels alſo ;- truly awoman courteous of diſpoſition,and of body ſtrong, 
and healthy, and painefull,is a fic woman to make a wite, 

Againe,he procceds diſcreetly in his carriage to winne her and her 
Parents, he gives her gifts and them alſo, and truly relates rhe proſpe. 


The Example of Ca P.24,&% | 
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rous eſtate of his Maſter,\alf which tend to perſwadethem to yeeld her, 
and her ſelfe to give her {glfeto Iſaac for a wite, So muſt every fer- 
vant uſe diſcretion and pfudence in his Maſters affaires, taking thebeſt; 
courſe he canto make them ſort well inthe end, ; | 

Another part of his good bchaviour, is care of his Camels, to 
which he lookes to give water and provender in due tune. So ſhould 
a good ſcrvant,and every good man in his travells, have a due careof | 
his beaſts, and looke that they havethings fir for them. Yea firſt ſhould | 
hee looke ro them unleſſe neceſſity compell otherwiſe, and then 
to himſclte, not like to them that tie their horſes to the rack-ſtaves,and 
fillthemſclves with drink or vituals. 

Then his laſt good deedis, he makes haſt about his bufineſſe, to 
tell it andſctir a foot, for he would not catetill he had done his errand, 
andthen he effects his bufineſle fully, for he roſe up berimes inthe mor: 
[ning and would nct ſtay one day, but with all ſpeed returnes to lethis 
' Maſter {ce his good ſuccefſe. O that you ſervants would all be ſuch 

ſervants, faithfull, diligent in your Maſters affaires, religious, devout, 
\prayerfull, thankfull on all occaſions, and carefull of the beaſts and 
; other goods committed to your charge,and returne home when your 
buſineſle is diſpatched. 

Now faults in him the Lord ſhewes none as I ſaid before for the 
cauſe then mentioned. | 

Benefits he had foure very great, 1. That God gave him a godly 
| Maſter. 2. That God gave him favour in his eyes, ſo that hetruſted 
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and free arc all oneto God. And laſtly, that he proſpered him and #7 25 bn 


brought him ſafe and with good ſuccefle to his Maſters houſe. Youthar > Wk a | 
be ſervants pray for theſe bleſſings. Beſcech God to make you his free "ue Chrittan 
men,and if God grant you favour and 'good ſuccefle in your journeys, | uo 1 
learneto be yery thankfull for it. | 
And for his croſle it was this, he was aſervant, to be a bond-man is | His crofle, 
aleſſe deſfireablecondition as Pawl intreateth, ſaying, if thou maift be Fee ws 3 
free wſeit rather, butit is an caſfie crofſe if a man can mecte with ſo | OB 
odly a Maſter and beaccepted with him, hence S. Pau! ſaith;care uot | 
it, you that muſt live by ſervice,grumble notartthis croſſe. For your 
ſervice isnot a bondage for life; but alone as apprentices for a certaine | 
time,or as hired ſervants from yecreto ycere, murmure not atthe 
meaneneſſe of your cſtare, but frame as this man to be faith» 
full and godly, and you may live as happily here, 4 {7' | 
and getas much glory in Heaven herc- 's | 
| 
| 


after as your Maſters. 
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C>S2ERH Frier the Example of CAbraham and his Fami- | Abrahams 

W/V, ly, wee come to thoſe thar lived in the ſame | ©2nenee 

> = Agewith him, req perſons and whole 

Ae? Cirics and peoples. Among particular per- 

2 © ſons Iwill begin with LZor, and then ſpeake 
a word of his wite and daughters. 

For himſclfe, when and of what Mother he | ro. 
was borne, it is not recorded, but wee have 
| notice of his Father, who was H ara» the bro- 
ther of 4brabam, who died before his Father inthe Countrey of Me- 


| ſopotamia. | 
| Thedeath of Zot is alſo concealed in Scripture,ſo that we cannorac- | His death is | 
| quaint you when he ended his daics,nor where. 


in Scripture, 


| But in his life we muſt obſerve what good is found in him and whar 
" = ſecondly, what things he mer withall in his life both good 
and bad, 

Firſt forhis goodnelle in generall, he hath the teſtimony of the 
Holy Ghoſt by the penof S.Peter, that he was a righteous man. Ir is | righteous man. 
ſaid there, that God delivered juſt Lot, as alſo, that righteous man dwel- FRG 3.0. 
| ling amongſt them wexed his righteous ſoule, This is proofe enough of 
= goodnefle, and ir was neceſlary for te Seeing of his name, = | 

the 


His vertnGs. 
He was 2 
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|the New Teſtament ſhould teſtific of his rightcouſneſle, becauſe the 


A twofold 


righrcouſnefſe, 


Gal.z+-23,22, 


The righteouſ- 
nelſe of the 
Goſpell is two- 


; told, 


00ers woos ws 


| 


| 
| workes required, fo that we ſtill cominue to humble our ſelves' for 


: 


'nates him in whom itis righteous, you mult alt get, clſc you ſhall 5 


h 


| man carries himſclfe blameleſly to men.ward,ar leaſt in reſpe& of 


: it, and of this true rightcouſneſſe there are two ſorts, one of the 


_—_  - — —_— — 


' narration of his life in the old leaves him in ſuch a caſe as would 
| make the Reader afraid, leaſt hee had quite falne away from al 
| goodneſſe, bur Peters teſtimony is proofe enough, that the commit. 


; ting of that great ſinne did not take him of from che number of the! 


' righteous, 


| Nofinneis ſo great but repentance wipeth ir ſo cleane awepahi 


the offenderis righteous and muſt be ſo eitecmed, notwithſtandi 


righccouſneſſe, rhart though this tit!c be not beſtowed upon him bythe] 
ut:deccivable pen of fome Author of holy Writ, yet hee may hears 
irpronounced by our blcfled Saviour at the laſt day, when ſtanding 
ontheright hand he may be bleſſed with the bleſſing of the right. 
{ous. And let me be bold to turne my ſpecch unto youthat have beene 
'andare the grievouſeſt ſinners ; If you lament your urrighteeuſneſſe, 
reſt on Chriſts rightcouſneſte, 2rd hereafter ſtudic righteouſneſſ 
in your lives, you ſhall enjoy the happincfle of righteous men x 
'Jaſt. 

| There is a ſceming righteouſneſle, a meere Phariſaicall paint, when 


1 


thegrofleratts of evill. This will ſaveno min at the laft, nor com- 
fort him in time of temptation z there is atrue-and real! righteouſneſk, 
which will undoubtedly ſaverhem which can be ſo happic as toge 


Law, it ſtandeth in a perfet conformity of heart and life unto the 


[exact rule of Gods Law, And if there had beene a Law given whith 


could have given life, doubtleſſe righteouſneſſe ſhould heve beene by tk| 
Law, but now the Scripture hath concluded all under {inne, that thy) 
promiſe by the faith of Ieſics Chriſt may be given to them that beleem: 
So now we muſt haye a righreauſnefle by promiſe,that is, by the Gol! 
pell,for that of the Law is too high for us. 


Andthe rightcouſneſſe of the Goſpell is twofold, one without w, 
performed by our bleſſed Saviour for us, as a ſurety paies the debt 
forthe debtcrs uſe and benefir, by which we ſtand juſt before God, 
and have our finnes pardoned and arc accepted to falvation. When 


we have ſo ſcene our own miſery as to goc quite out of our ſelvesand 
reſt alone upon Chriſt for all good things according tothe promike, 
Theotheris within us, it is a gift beſtowed upon and wrought in 
by the Spirit of God, alwaics and inſeparably joyned wich the for- 
mer, by which we are manifeſted to our ſelves and to others to be 
juſt, and it ſtandeth in a crue defire and indeavour to know ard leave 
every finne forbidden by God, and to know and doe all good 


out failings, and to ſecke unto God for pardon and helpe in and by 
Cheiſt and. luis Spirit. Thisrighteouſneſſe of faich which denomy 


yer attaine cteriall life. Ic-is:a thing zppoimeed of God in ſuch 
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the grievouſneſlc of his crime. Now leteach ot us labour ro ger true; 
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rerfetion of goodnefe and wiſdome, thatit cannot be found in any | 


crite ſceme he never ſo good, and will ſurely be found in an 
be hearted man behe never ſo weake never leave ſtriving « 4 
ou have gotten it, and gotten certaine knowledge that you 
oo it, 
Doſt thou in thy heart ſee and acknowledge thy felfe ro be a 
curſed finner , by reaſon of thy corrupt nature that is derived tothee | 
from Adams loynes and thy wicked life, whereby thou rhy ſelfe 
haſt aually tranſgreſſed the Law of God? Yes.Doſt thou conteſle 
thy ſelfe alcogether unable of thy ſelfe to ſatisfic for or deſerve par- | 
don of any of theſe finnes, or to conquer and overcomethem in thy | 
ſelfe? Yes. Doſt thou acknowledge !eſus Chriſt to be a ſufficient | 
and perfe&t Saviour, ready and able to pardon thee and heale thee, 
and doſt thou even labour and defire to reſt upon his merits and his 
Spirit for pardon of finne and true holinefle 2 And doſt thou hereup-| 
on puron a reſolution, and proceede in an indeavour to caſt away all 
fnne and to worke all righteouſneſſe, ill confeiſing and lamenting 
by faults and failings, and renewing thy requeſts for pardon and 


_ — 


grace andthy purpoſes of amendment? Yes. | fay then to that ſoule | 
2mongſt you that cantruly make this anſwer to theſe queſtions, that | 
heis arighteous man according tothe language of the Goſpell, nor. 
righteous with Legall righteouſneſle (for inthat ſence never was any | 
found fince our firſt Parents falling from the ſtate of innocency, ' 
one alone, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt-cxcepted, nor ever ſhall be to | 
the laſt day, but righteous with the righteouſneſſe of the Goſpell, 
perfeRtly juſtified in the fight of God and ſincerely ſanRified in him- 
ſelfe, yea though any ſuch amongſt you have many and ſtrong cor- 
mptions divers times ſtirring in you, and producing evill and wicked 
as,, yet if he perſiſt in lamenting them and renewing his repen- | 
tance, asoften as he findeth himſelfe an offender,yetis he a juſt man, 
yeait any have runne into moſt foule and grofſe finnes more then 
once, yerif he have now caſt away thoſe finnes, and be returned: 
againe to his purpoſe and indeavour of godly living, he is arigh- 


[reous man and ſhall be ſaved as was Lor. So much for Lots good- 
'neſle in generall, : 


| Now I will ſpeake of thoſe particular good deeds which hee is | Lots particulay 


commended for in Scriprure, Firſt, he left his owne Countrey and 
Fathers hovſe with his Grand-father Teras and his Unkle _Abra- 
hem, this was agood deed and commendable. Indeed if hee were 
then a mecre young man, not yet living asthe Maſter of a family of 
'himſelfe, but under the roofe of his Father, then the commendati- 


[on 1snot great, for he might be then driven to it by the authority of 
|his Grand-father, rather then be lead by any faith in himſelfe. Bur | 


| ſuppoſe, hewas then of age to make his owne choice of habitati- 
0n, and might it ir ſeemed good unto him, haye ſtayed in Aram 
Naharaim as well as his Unkle Nahor did the Farther of Rebekah, 
forin the yeere of the World 2079, Abraham left his Cones 
A an 
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aid iri the yeere 2009 or thereabonts, Soaome was confumet, v 
betwixt the comming out of <Aeſopotramia and the conflagration 
Sodome wete but about thirty yearcs, bur Lot had at that timery 
marriageable daughters, therefore it is likely that himſclte wayy 
a fir age at the time of his going out of the Countrey, to chay 
| whether he would have gone or ſtaied. Well, Lot left liis County, 
| and fo ſhewed himſelfe a Pilgrim and ſtranger on catth togety! 
with _Abrahan, for though he inherited not Caen, yet becauſshy 
lefe the falſe gods which were ſerved by his kindred in Carey. 
\t4mia, to ſerve the true God which Abraham went ro ſerve, j 
| -- pho that hee had faith in that God and was accepted y 
; life, 
| Youmuſt all learne to be ready to foriake falſ®gods and Fe 
[the true, if ever you defire to inherit ſalvarion. Now the falſega 
that we are indanger to ſerve, arc the World, and the things of the 
World, and our fclves, Pleaſure, profir, credit, eaſe, and the like, 
;theſc be your Idols, theſe be the things that men in our times ay 
| Countrics doe cre @s it were ſtumbling blocks unto themſelyg, 
the belly, the backe, the purſe, the profits and contents of this world, 
theſe we ſceke for more then for Gods tavour, theſe wee long fi 
| more then grace, to gator keepe theſe we leave the wales of Gol, 
we give our affetions and thoughts more to theſe then unto God, 
[and will not obey his blefſed Commandements farther then the 
wicked Idols will give us leave. Now you can no more ſerve Gy 
and cArammon and the belly, then youcan ſerve God and Datwot 
CA ſhtareth, or God by Inpixer and une, The Lord hath imployed 
mee now thirty yearcs or thereabouts, to call you from following 
theſe unhappy Idols, at length rid your hands of them and dv 
the ſame thing in cffe&, that Lor did when hee left his County: 
and came intothe land of promiſe with Abraham. _—— 
But another goed deed of Lots we reade of, and that is, he vextd. 
his righteous ſoule from day to day with the uncleane converſation 
of the Sodoxmies, and it is ſaid, he was labowring againſt, for ſomuch 
the word in proper ſignification of it doth exprefſe. He was burdened 
withir, and even laboured under it as under a burden, hee was allo 
[upon the rack with it. He grieved ſo for it, that hee would faine 
| have amended ir,andnor finding that poſſible it was atotture ufito him 
to ſee tgrowing more 2nd more. This'is a good thing to op 


the common faults and finnes, 7 beheld the tranſoreſſiur and was it 
ved, Pſal..19.158. and inanother place, Rivers of rears. guſh wt if 
| wine eyes, becauſe men keepe not thy Law, It wee hate finne, if wee 
[love the glory of God, or the {oules of men, we niuſt needs be 
; grieved to ſee that done which our ſelves hate, and which teaddh 
ro Gods diſhonour and the damnation of men. IF we grievefot fi 
; we ſhall be preſerved from the contagion of ir, and keepe out ſelves 
unſpotted in the common pollution : bur if wee have nor-f0 | 
graces to bewaile it, we ſhall quickly ſhew our ſelves ſo weake ® 

to 
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to fall to the imitating it at leaſt in ſome degrees. Yea the Prophet 
Ezekjel noteth, that the mourners were marked out for deliverance, 
as ff was in the deſtruftion of Sodome and Gomorrha. 

Now come let mce enquire of you my Brethren. Doe you take 
the fines of others heavily £ doe they picrce your hearts with ſor- | 
row ? Are they burdens to you? Ah, how many doerather rejoyce, | 
in ſecing other mens cvills in ſecret, and joyne with them intheſame | 
exceſſeof riot, are glad to ſce and heare lewdneſſe from others, and | «,;, un, 
to joyne with them it. What are theſe £ how farre from deſerving  keancle. 
tobe called righteous ? Bur even of thoſe that be righteous (as wee | 

hope there are ſome) ſo farre inferiour are they to Lot in goodnefle, | 

though having farre better meanes then any Sodome affoorded, they | 

ought alſo to be better perſons,thar few tearcs ſerve them, andlirtle | 

ſorrow is found in them for the common finnes. The common 

oathes, curſing, Sabbath-breaking which are every where rife, doc 
notgrievethem ar all. One little rrifling lofſe or croſfſe hath made | 


} 
\ 


them more rake on with ſorrow, then all the diſorders of the Land, 
| isbut weake goodnefle that is not ſenſible of the contrary bothin | 
it{clfe and others too, and it is but little ſenſible of it that is but little | 
rieved for it. | 
| It youſay,our land is not like Sodome that wee ſhould live in it fo 
A Lot did there. | 
I anſwer, God be thanked in ſome things it is not, and in publike | 
the faults bre+ke not out that there were done openly, but many of the | 
ſonnes of Sodome arc barc-fac'd amongſt us, and wez looke upon | 
them without remorſe. You muſt be ſorry that you have not beene | 
more ſorry for the publike iniquity. Surcly if aſcourgecome tt ſhall 
take you away with the reſt, becauſe you havenor ſhewed your zeale | 
of Gods glory and detcſtation of finne in the rebcllions of the ! 
reſt, 2 | 
And now fer you to it, ſer you to it, iris ſaid, that Zos did put his | 
ſoule npon the racke, he was an actor in this ſorrow, he put himſelfe 
upon it, I ſay he was even willing to excrciſe himſclfe ingrieving 
fortheir naughtinefſc, and he ſtrove ro make his ſorrow piercing. O 
you muſt labour to doe this as well as any other good worke, tochate 
andgrudge and be furious againſt ſuch a finner and ſuch afinner, to 
ſt, ſcoffe, and gird, or raile, and bitterly inveigh againſt ſuch and 
ſuchſinnes, be ſuch ſtr:incs and flaſhes of wir and anger, as may be 
foundin men of no true holinefſe, bur ro ger alone andeven ſcll over 
himſelfe to fighing, mourning, and lamentation for the common ſinnes 
[thatare eyery where runne into, this can* hardly be aſcribed to any 
thing burtrue piety, if the finnes be ſuch as doe not in any particular 
reſpeR rouch a mans ſclfe in way of wrong and injury. Indeed to 
grieve for ſuchſinnes of others, may ſeeme in ſome reſpe@ as a more 
difficule thing, ſoa more ſure figne of truth then to gricve for ones 
one finnes, you ſhall ſee men driven to teares for their owne of- 
fences in reſpeR of ſhame or loſle, and ſometimes terrour of heart, 


— Q 3 but 


PRI" 4 


> " #3; iy 


I #544 Gun. T be Example of C w«r.19,&e | | 


g 
” 


- 


| but grieving for the common finnes cant hardly proceed from 
thing but charity to them as they, be men, and hatred againſt finy 
as it is finne. If a meere friend of our owne have offended, ye 
| are {ſo tender of his reproach, becauſe it is ſomewhat linked with 
' our owne, that many. men can blubber for it exceedingly. O la il | 
' us love the Common-wealth ſo well and the ſtare of mankinde, a i 
© yeeld ſome of our forrow to quicken us in prayer againſt their 
 finnes. | 
þ ING Andnow athird good deed of Lots is, hee was hoſpitall in tha 
wolpicall,  {unkoſpicall Citie, you know hee entertained the Angels, Herein 
he. did follow the ſteps of his Unkle Abraham, it is a good thing 
| whe! aman carries the vertues which hee hath ſcenc amongſt his! 
friends asit were home with him, or about him whetherſocver hee! 
[gocs, and becomes a pradtitioner of them in all places, Of 1 
|  hoſpitaliry you may reade,Ger.19.23. he intreated rhe Angels whom, 
he rooke for men to lodge in his houſe, and gave them the beſt &, 
'rertainement he could, yea and hazarded himlclfe to defend rhen 


from the inſolent attempt of the brutiſh Sodomites. This is awork 

worthic to be imitated to be given to hoſpitality, forget xot to enty. 
Heb.13. 2" |taine firangers, uſe hoſpitality one to another without gerudging. Giu 
hath this commendation, that he was the Hoſt of the Church, Mn, 
16.23. and a Miniſter is expreſlely commanded to be hoſpirall, Thi 
is arich mans duty,I meane his that hath ſome indifferent proportionef! 
; wealth, he that hath bur one bed or roome muſt lie abroad hin-| 
ſelfe, or fit up all night if he lodge ſtrangers. Bur of thoſe thathne' 
to ſpare, the Lord requireth a free communicating of what they 
have to others. May not wee be ſtrangers? may not our children 
and neere friends be ſtrangers 2 will not our hearts tell us ? the 
2 it | pag bee a very ill part in them thar ſhould in ſuch caſe neg- 
5 leR us. | 
j But I am ro commend unto you a kinde of hoſpitality "OM 
of another nature, a ſtranger of any faſhion by meanes of lanes, 
which ir ſeemes that age did not know, is able to be hoſpitall to 
himſelfe with his money, even to buy all things needfull : but als 
you have poore neighbours and kinſmen in the fame Towne, 0 
neere hand inhabiting, O invite them to your houſes, makethem 
| Cheerefull with agood mcale now and then, that bave little prov 
i ded at home. This Hoſpitality hath beene formerly much pratth 

Chriſtmas, | {cd at this ſeaſon of the yeare, and centainely it is a fit ſcafon to 
|praQtiſe it. If wee would ſhew our ſelves glad for our Lordscon- 
ming intothe world, let t refreſh his poore members that they! 
| may rejoyce with us. Some men be not rich enough to invite 
| many of their wealthie neighbours, bur many be of ſo much ability 
|thar they may well invite thoſe of lower ranke, to whom thelt 
| owne ordinary provifion will be better then a banquet to ſomell 
het" perſons. Let Zots example commend unto yourhis holp-|| = 
raliry. 
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Another good decd we have of Let, He went out, and carncſtly, 
yet lovingly. and gently intreated the Sodomites to defilt from their 
villany, My Brethren, I pt ay doe not ſo wickedly, and againe, to theſe 
men 


| nothing, for therefore came they under my roofe, Gen,1g.7,8. 
| He would tainc have ſtopped thele milcreants-from their abominable 
|artempt z If we fee men ruſhing into fintull courſes wee. ſhall doe a 
| good office of charity if with all gaod rermes and: gentle language 
| we diſſwade them from wickednefle. 1f wee muit-- reproove af- 
ter a finne, ſure wee muſt diſſwade aforchand: Els diſlwaded his 
ſonnes from perſiſting in evill , Abigail diſſwaded David 
'from murder ; what fiane wee hinder not to our beſt- power, 
[that wecauſero be written in our owne ſcore, and inwrap. our ſelyes 
within the guiltof it. Who would not intreate his neighbour hard 
notto drinke acup of poyſon? If therefore any man have done the 
contrary, inſtigared others to finne, and egged taem forward 
ratherthen held them baek, ſurely his offence is great, he hath beene 
not alone ahelper but a father of the fault, and unlcfle hee repent 
muſt anſwer for it as much as the principall. But though you 
have not forgotten your duty in ſo high a degree as to mooye others 
to evill, yet if you have ſa much neglected your duty as to forbeare 
to dillwade and hinder them, either out of careleſneſle or fearc, you 
arc to be humbled for ir,as an effe of want of love and zeale. And 
now I pray you doerhis good office often, it you ſec a man going 
about an cvill thing, take up Lors words and fay,-I pray you Bre- 
thren doe not ſo wickedly, intreate him to forbeare the doing of the 
like for the furure. A loving intreary will ſometimes proove of 
great efficacy. Had they beene Hy but Sodomites, Lot ſhould not haye 
beeneſo churliſhly rejeed. 
If you ſay,I ihall but looſe my labour. 

Tanſwer, Firſt, whatif youdoe? you have loſt many worſe labours. 
Secondly,I ſay who can tell * why will you thinke ſo hardly af your 
Brother , 

Why I have tried already 

Ianſwer, God may give better ſucceſſe now. Againe Ianſwer, 
though he hearken nor, you ſhall not looſe your labour, for you 
ſhall hew love and obey Gods commandement and reccive a re- 
ward from him. | 

Yet another good deed of Logs was that he ſought to deliver his 
ſonnes in Law, and perſwaded them to get them outof Sedoweroo. 
We ſhould labour not alone to get out of Sodeme our ſelves, but to 
 helpe others out alſo, whether it be out of the ſinnes or out of the 
; Puniſhment of Sedeme. We ſhould deteſt that ſelviſh humour which 
| prevaileth with many, if themſclves eſcape danger, they care nor 
| whar becomes of others. O ſelfe-loye is a fruit 0 brutiſhneſſe, cha- 
[rity of aright underſtanding, Live not like beaſts, if they ſce perill 
| approaching, they runne away for their owne ſafe-guard and never 
conſider of thereſt : let us ſtrivero draw as many as we can outof ſin 


| and miſery. . Q4 The 
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6, For a good 
while he kept 
cloſe ro his 
Unkle Abra- 
ham. 


His faults, 
1. Hechoſcto 


iweilia a fer. £0 ſhew it. He choſe rather to dwell in a rich fertile place amongſt 


tile place a- 
monz tinfull 
Mei, 


2 Hc continu-] 


ed ro dwell in hee continued to dwell in Sodeme, 
Sodome among 


great Ganers, 


The laſt good thing 1 will note, though it ſhould have beene 
brought in before as being done before, was this, for a good while 
together hee kept cloſe to his Unkle, went with him into Zgype, 
came with him out of Egypt and dweltneere him, I meane in Canaay. 
It is agood thing to lovethe company of good men, and delight tg 


bours, and ler them rake heede that a little thing doe not ſeparate 


dwell with or neere them, and happier had it beene for Lot if hee 
had not ſuffered himſclfe to be divided from his Unkle. Let men 
learne to count it a great happineſle to dwell necre to good neigh- 


them from ſuch. And ſo much for Lots goodnefle, 
Now his badneſſe. And I will begin there where he began, firſt 


vile finfull men then with ſome carthly inconveniencies with 
a godly and faithfull man , ſo ſhewing too great a love tg 
riches, and too ſmall a love to goodneſle. I beſeech you if any of 
you beſo minded that you will cake notice of it as a fault, To be 
ſo much ingaged to carthly things, that for the more eafie obtaining 
ot a large quantity thereof, a man can be content to pitch his Tents 
in Sodome and to dwell there, is too great aproofe of a worldly min- 
ded man, Ir was the beginning of Lets rwine. In choice of your 
habitation looke chicfely tothe good of the ſoule. If you doenot, 
be aſſured that ſome way or other God will crofle you as he did Lt, 
We ſhall lefſe beare out thoſe faults with impunity for which the 
godly in Scripture have ſmarted before us, becauſe men id not re- 
cceive warning by the dealing of God with them. The brother is 


The Example of Cna y.19,&c, 


whipt more ſeverely that. ſeeing another brother corrected before 
him was bold yet toruſh intothe flme fault. Doe not commit the 
fault that coſt Lot ſodeare aprice. Leave not a good place forthe 


| neither wholy nor chicfely in chooſing the place of your habitation, 


Lot ſhould have ſaid, Unkle, ſo much content and good doe I re- 
ceive from your good ſelec unto my ſoule, that I will make an hard 


| ſoule to get agreat benefit forthe body ; let not the world ſway you, | 


ſhift afore I will leave you, yea I will rather abridge my cattellrhen 
looſe your company, or at leaſt, I will be content to take aplace 
neere you though it be not ſo far and 'fruitfull as ſome other places: 
Doc you, as your owne underſtanding (nowthart you ſee the whole 
carriageof things) will teach you, that Lot ought to have done. 


And ſo much for this fault, 
Now againe, worldlinefſe continued to grow ſtronger in Zot, for 


even though they were excee- 
ding great finners. Ir was well done that he grieved for their ſinnes, 


ir would have beene better done if he had forſaken the Ciry. Hee 
might have departed of his owne accord with farre leſle lofſe, then 
God forc't himour ar length, Sure it is a fault, ifa man cen poſſibly 
remove, to make his conitant aboad in an extreame wicked place, 
where heinous and foule finnes are uſually and impudently commit- 
ted, for if amans ſelfecſcape rhe infeQion, yet it is too too probable 
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[chat his children ſhall be defiled, and carch the finnes of the places 
|asthe daughters of Lot and moſt of his ſexvants did, for had they 
| becne righteous they ſhould have eſcaped with him. And- moſt 
times if any man that hath any the leaft goodnefte, doe ſuffer hin- 
\ſelfe to be ſo neighboifred, it is a fruit of fome carnall pafſon or 
'other, in favour of which he hardens himſelfe- to endure ſuch ami- 
| ſerable thing, as the continiall hearing and beholding of great 
wickedneſſe. Let us take heed no ſuch thing in inveigle us to pitch | 
how Tents it any Sodome. | 

But againe, Lot I think, oftcaded in going about to match his daugh» 
ters with any of the wicked generation of the Sodomites. What could 
he finde none other in all the world to give his children for wiyes but 
to two wicked men in that wicked City « Would he be coment to | 
have his children, his childrens childrens children, and all his po- 
ſterity to live inthat little hell, and to be indangered unto the like 
|abhominations © Surely the love of the world prevailed here with | 
him more then irought ro have. Ir is a fault roo common withus, | 
'many a Father is 1egardleflc how bad the place and family be into ' 
which he matcheth his daughter, forthe ſtate be good. Be the Towne 
as bad as Sodome, and the perion as prophane as theſe men, yet a | 
good living will make them ro plant their children in ſuck agarden, \ 
25 it were, or wildernefle rather, I cannot conceive bur thar this is a | 
proofe of mans too high eſteeming of outward things, and I beſecch | 
+ wag learne of Lot, provide better for the placing of your 
children. 

Another fault of-Zots is, that he did offer his two daughters to 
the Sodomites, ſaying, Dee to them what ſeemeth good in your eyes. 
| Out of a defire ro fave his gueſts from villany he proſtitutes thoſe 
*hat ſhould have beene dearcr to him then any gueſts : and ſo would 
'redeeme the ſtrangers from wrong with the hazard of his childrens 
chaſtity, He is to be ſomewhat excuſed by the preſent occaſion, in 
that hurrie and diſtemper he had not leaſure to confider well of the 
thing he did, but through haſt was puſhed forward to doe fo grear 
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/an hurt unto the two maides. Hee doth evill here that good may 
;Come of ir, a thing that S. Paul would never allow, for he ſaith con- | 
cerning it, God forbid. The doing of evill is fimply finfull, the ſuffe- | 
ring of evill not ſo, whersfore a man ſhould reſolve rather to be a 
patientin the greateſt evill then anagent in the farre lefler. In doing | 
any evill a man doth diſobey God and tranſgreſferh his Law, in ſuffe. 
ring t hedoth alone receive miſery to himſckte : now the greateſt mi- 
lery isnot ſo great an evill as the leaſt fine. Ir behooyerh us totake 
heed that our carnall reaſon doe never ſo over-ſway us, nonot on the 
ſuddaine, that wee ſhould conſent to a any cvill for the procuring 
of any good. And if wee have done otherwiſe, wee are to im- 
pute it to our ſclves as a great weakencſle, and fo to confefle it and 
humble our ſelves forit before God. 


Againe, Lot lingred in Sodome till the Angels tooke him by " 
han 


2, He offered 
his ewodaughe|, 
ters to the Fo- 
domites. 


Rome6, 2. 


4 He lingred 
in Sodome ill 
the Angels 
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hand and ina kind of gratious violence ſet him in ſafety againſt his 
| will, Willing hee was to cſcape the deſtruftion which was now 
falling upon Sodome,but loath he was to ſave his life at ſo deare arate' 
as the looſing of all his ſubſtance. Ir is afinne to cleave fo faſt in 
' aff ion to goods, as notto be willing with the loffe of all to fave 
| our lives. Heloves riches too well that will caſt his life upon grex 
| da er for the ſaving of them, and not gladly leave them all tofree! 
| his life from perdirion.Saran could ſay ,Skinne for skinne and all that 
Job2.4. | 4 man hath will hee give for the redemption of his life, It wee haye 
ar any rime found our heart ſo glewed to wealth, that we have bene 
| lingring abour it, to the maniteſt indangering of our lives, much! 
more our ſoules, we ſhould even heartily condemne our ſelves fortoy 
great lovers of riches. | 
Another finne in Tot, was, that he was too timerous and dirt 
not commit himſelfe tothe Mountaines (whither yer he was faine 
at length to flie) for' feare leaſt ſome or other miſchicfe might be. 
fall him there, and therefore was he ſo over-importunate for the 
| ſparing of rhat City, becauſe ir was little, might he nor as well 
have truſted the Angels direQion as his owne conceirts, and 
ſought and expected ſafety in the Mountaines, when they com. 
manded him to eſcape thither. Doubtlefle, it is a faulr nor to truſt 
God with our welfare, but to caſt in our heads, wha: evil) may be. 
fall us there where he doth ſend us for ſafety. Let us not yeeld to 
our owne fancies, nor frame perill to make us diſcontent with that 
eſtate to which God doth call us, for we ſhall finde ar length, that 
our owne hopes will deccive us, and we ſhall be never the farther 
of from danger, becauſe we followed our owne heads. Let mee ge 
to Zoar (ſaith he) and my ſoule ſhall live, bur after, he found that 
his ſoule could nor live with comfort there, Live where God would 
| have us live, and looke for hisproteCtion there where ir ſhall pleaſe 

him toappoint usto live. 
Now I come to his two laſt offences, he ſuffered himſclfe to be 
6.Fee wi* ,) made drunken by his daughters two ſeverall times,” one ſhortly after 
another, You ſee how agood man may be overtaken with grievous 
finnes, and drawne by thoſe whom he loveth and truſteth to gric- 
vous abhominations. O let us feare our ſclves and pitti others, and 
rake heed wee ſuffer not our neereſt friends to be a ſnare unto ws. 
Eſpecially beware of drunkennefle, it is not alone a great offence it 
ſelte, bur laies us open to all other crimes. Make a man drunken, 
and he will cafily be drawne to defloure his owne daughter. Keepe 
your ſelves from exceſſive drinking of wine or ſtrong drink. lt is 
| raging,it is mocking, it will change you into very beaſts, and make 
| you runne into ſuch crimes, as. your ſoules at other times would 
even loathto thinke of, Labour to be temperate, or clſe you can 
| hardly be chaſte and modeſt. Deprive not your ſelves of reaſonby 
| pleaſing your palate, expoſe not your ſelves to the danger of the 
| fouleſt of all finnes, by ſo baſe a pleaſure as farisfying the taſt with 
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the reliſh of this liquor. And all you Governours and Magiſtrates, 


| 


ſet your ſelves with all diligent ſevericy ro prevent and beate 
downe drunkenneſſc ; if this offence abouad, all other evills will 
abound with it. 

Now wee come to Lors benefits, Firſt, God drew him out of 
his finnes and gave him repentance, elſe S. Peters words had not 
beene true, that called him a juſt man. O how great a mercy 
of God is this 2 not to call us trom the ſtate of corruption at firſt, 
but when wee have almoſt departed backe againe to folly, to re-| 
call us from our gricyous finnzs, and heale our wounded ſoules, 
by cauſing us to repent unfainedly. Preſume not on this mercy, 
bur if you have found it, praiſe God moſt earneſtly for it, and 
ct not the greatneſſe of finne diſcourage you from returning unto 
God againe, for ſuch is his grace, that he will readily receive you 
after ſuch wandrings. 

Againe, you ſce that God gave him riches great ſtore, the 
Lord can give the ſame to other of his people with as plentifull 


to murmure ; for riches did undoe Let almoſt, and therefore was 


a hand, bur if hee doe not, you fee in Lor what cauſe there is not | 


God faine to take rhem all againe, becauſe hee could not fo uſe 
them as not to ſer his heart roo much upon them, If God hath 
[bene pleaſed ro grant you theſe things, let Lots example make 
you carefull ro keepe your hearts from being too much inamoured 
of them. 

Further, Let obtained a gracious dcliverance for himſelfe and 


his wife and his daughters out of the burning of Sedome, hee la- 
mented their ſinnes and eſcapeth the puniſhment. Learne the beſt 
way to fave your ſclves from common ſtroakes, even by be- 
'Wailing the common fines, and prooving your ſelves to be righte- 
'ous perſons, Yea, God yeclded much to Lors weakenefſle in 
granting him leave to goe to Zoar, and ſaving that City alſo for 
|bis ſake. Surely God 1s as ready alſo now to paſſe by weakenefles, 
and will much more willingly grant the berter digeſted petitions of 
his ſervants. 
| Now Lots miſery, firſt hee was taken Captive and loſt all his 
goods. Secondly, hee loſt his goods againe in Sedome. Thirdly, 
his Wife, Laſtly, hee was plagued with wicked children, thar 
drew him to grievous offences. Prepare to looſe all you have, 
clpecially it you finde your ſoules over-carneſtly addied to them, 
and cauſe not God to pull chem out of your hands by ſetting your 
hearts upon them. Prepare your hearts to looſe your yoake-fel- 
lowes by ſome ſtrange and unexpeRed accidents. Prepare to have | 
your children naught and wicked, and take heed that your owne 
tolly in chooſing for wealths ſake an evill place of habitation be 
not an inſtrument of making them ſuch, yea learne to be thank- 
full that God hath yet ſaved you from ſuch miſcries , and 
make your ſmaller croſſes ſeeme lighter to you then elſe the 
would, 
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Lots wifc, 


1. Dchycred 


Ys 


2.Dcelivered 


Sodome. 


menr, 


Her benefits. | from the Captivity of the Kings that had taken her ſclfe, Hux.| 


from Captivi 


out of the bur- 


nin; of Sedeme burning of Sodome together with her Husband and Daughters , 


Her puniſh» | 


. | would, by comparing them with theſe ſo heavie and-bardenſome 
croſles, 

Now what became of Lot after all this , the Scripture doth 

| Not ſpeake, and therefore here wee leave and will ſpeake two 


words of his Wife alſo : firſt, the benefits ſhee received. Se. | 


condly, the finne ſhee committed. Thirdly,the puniſhment tha 
{cl1l upon her. : 


The benefits ſhee received were two, firſt ſhee was redeemeq' 
band, Daughter and whole Family priſoners in the Conqueſt of 
Sodome, where they dwelt at thit time, and upon their -deliye. 
rance neither ſhee nor her husband had the grace to conſider of it, 
and to remoove from Sodome and dwell againe in ſome better! 
place neerer CAbraham, Secondly, ſhee was delivered out of the 


ſaving that ſhee made the benefit unprofitable to her ſclte by her 
ſinning, | 


Her fin, hee | And her fſinne though it ſeemed little in reſpeRt , yet indeed; 
looked back to 


was very great. The matter was ſmall, the tranſgreſſion was great, 
as ingreat poyſon, fullnefle may be found in a ſmall quantity of 
liquor, even in a drop or lefſe then a drop. Shce w3s t-ubidden 
by the Angell that ſent her forth to looke backe to Sodome. nl 
yet expreſſely againſt that charge ſhee did looke bicke, the cau; 
of that prohibition may ſeeme to have beene this, the Lord 
knowing her too cager afteAion to the goods ſhee left behinde her, 
would have her now caſt off that inordinate paſſion, and accep- 
ting the goodnefle of God in giving her her lite for a prey, not 
ſo much as to turne and looke towards Sodome , but truſt God for 
goods who had now vonchſafed them life, but ſhee belike thin. 
| king (as many of us would have thought) as good die as be ſent! 
| away a beggar and deſtiture of all things, could not keepe her! 
| heart conſtant in taking notice of the great benefit of eſcaping the: 
fire, but out of gricfe to leave houſc and all after her, turned| 
backe to ſalute them once againe with her eye. This finne 
was compounded of diſobedience to God ſpeaking in the An-! 
gell, and diſ-eſteeme of the preſent mercy and over-grieving the 
loſſe of her wealth. | 
Take heed you give not your ſelves leave to commit a thing, 
expreſlely forbidden, for uſually much naughtinefſe concurreth to, 
produce ſuch an a&,ſo the Lord that ſcarcheth the heazt accounteth 
that great,which your blindnefſe maketh you to eſteeme nothing, and 
ſoto puniſh it many times with ſome heaviepuniſhment. As it befell| 
this woman, her puniſhment wasto be turned into a Pillar of ſal. The| 
Lord inſtantly ſmote her with death, and taking her ſoule from her! 
| body changedthe body into a pillar, which whether it be called a 
Pillar of ſalr, becauſe ir was of that matter, or becauſe of the 
| everlaſting continuanceofit, as an everlaſting Covenant is called 4, 
covenaſt 


— — WC Cee re ee EE ITES 


the more probable, howſocver ſhee is ſet forth to us for an exam- 


when God hath chaſtened us and by our chaſtiſemeats taken pittic 
upon us and granted us dcliverances, and yet wee profit ſo little 
by both as to continue faulty in the ſame faults, wee ſhall then 
finde his hand more heavie upon us by ſome exemplary blow, as 
it is noted by David, that though the Lord brought the people out 
of Egypt, yet hee did after deſtroy them in the wilderncſſe 
that did not belceve. Let us feare leaſt the Lord ſer 
us up alſo as Monuments of his juſt ſeverity 


| when hee findes us not reformed by 
| former goodnefle and 
| gentleneſſe. 


© 


Ll 


ple, by which wee may informe our ſelves thus much, that | 
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covenant of ſalt, I cannot determine. The latter ſeemeth to mce| 
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Iz 77 E E have finiſhed the things that are recor- 
AR ANY 2) ded of Lots feltc and lis Wife. Next let 
0) »9//2> us tell you whar is recorded of his two 

ds / Daughters. Their names, their birth, their 
death the Lord vouchſafeth nor to mention, 
and of their life not much is written, and 
) thar which is tends all to their reproach. 

Firſt, good deeds we have none for which | Zots daugh- 
to commend them, or in which to follow | #02512. 
them, but bad deeds too many, conſidering how great they | vices. | 
were. 

Their firſt finne was, that they conſulted together and agreed | 1.They ood] 
about a moſt abhominable ſinne, nay a pairc of grievous crimes ar | \P2*Ncr 90! 
once. In which, the firſt-borne did make the motion, and the youn- | crimes, 
ger gave her conſe. In the conſultation about it, ſee what reaſon 
Induced, and what it is to which they were inducedby that reaſon, 
The reaſon is, x, Their Fathers age, who being now ſhortly to 
rave the world, they would not EN off. ſpring periſh in them- 


a, 2 ſelves. | 


Gen,19. 31+ | 
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ſelves. 2. The want of other men to company with them, zhere | 


is not 4 man in all the earth to come in unto us after the earth, Th 


The Example of C HA P.19.&e | 


wanted other husbands to beger children of them in lawtull marri. 
monie z Surely their late abode in Zoar might cauſe them toknoy, 
that the whole world was not deſtroyed, if they meant that there/ 
was never another man left withwhom they might joyne themſelye, 
they did beguile themſelves too too palpably,for onely Sodome and Ge. 
morrha, and CAdmah and Zeboim, foure Cities of the plaine were 
conſumed with fire from Heaven, the reft ſtood in their former 
eſtate. Zoar they had ſcene ſtanding and lefr ir with their Father, 
and ſeeing they dwelt upon a Mountaine, they could nor bur dif. 
cerne other Cities round about, for that Countrcy was full gf 
Townes and people. Ir is like therefore,thatthey meant none neere 
unto us, none of our blood and kindred. But why ſhould they make 
doubt of marrying any other beſides their owne kindred, Th 

had beene betrothed to husbands in Sodeme, might they not as acl 
marrie any other Cananite as a Citizen of 5odome, Ir is apparant 
that their reaſons were frivolous and vaine, yet upon them they 
build a full reſolution of committing rwo fearetull offences, for 
they agree together ſaying, Come let us make our Father drinks 
Wine, and then let us lie with him to preſerve ſeed of him, They 


would ſeeme each to orher to be carried with libidinous fancies 4 
if luſt led them, but that a defire of preſerying ſeed was the motive 
to the villanous defigne, . 

Wee ſee how mans nature is eafily drawne by weake and poore 


grounds to runne into very loathſome and foule crimes. Better the 
world ſhould have wanted continuance and ended in their perſon, 
then have it ſtored with an inceſtuous off-ſpring. No other mee: 


| ting together of man and woman, if it had beene inthe way of Mz 
| trimony, is ſimply and of it felfe unlawfull, but onely that of Px 
| rents and children, for there was a time when the Brother manied 
the ſiſter without fault, as in the beginning when the world had 
no other perſons in it but brethren and fiſters, but never at any 
time was it lawfull for the daughters to have the Facher or the Mo- 
ther the ſonne. This therefore was the moſt unlawfull mixture in 
the ſame kinde and of different Sexe that poſſibly could be. Yetup 
on a ſlender pretext that they knew not how to come by any other 
man, and fo their Fathers poſteriry ſhould periſh, they conſent to 
accompliſh it. Had they not beene made more then ordinarily immo- 
deft with the converſation of impure Sodomites, they would hate 
| beene reſtrained with ſhame and bluſhing, from opening any ſuck 
; thought each toother, had it beene to have ſolicited another many 
| much more their Father. But cuſtome of hearing and ſecing ſhame-: 
| full deeds will bariſh ſhame quite away, and make men bold romt! 
| nifeſt their wicked conceits one to another, which elſe modcſty| 
would never ſufferthem roſpeake of. = 
Here indeed the more aged maiden is moſt blame-worthy, forthe! 
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Spirit of God witneſſeth that ſhee was the firſt moover to this 
lewdneſſe,but the younger was greatly r& be blamed alſo, for ſhee 
conſented to ſuch a motion. Let thoſe that be of more age take 


{wanton imbraces and ſoto inceſt, that had beene finne enough. Bur 


nya of giving wicked counſell to the younger, and let the youn- 
ger take heede of opening their cares to lewde advice. Let us be- 
ware wee ſuffer not our ſelves ro be drawne upon pretence of I 
| know not what neceſſity or urgent occaſion, to reſolve on things 
|plaincly fintull, eſpecially ſuch as are extreamely grofſe and unnatu- 
\rall, No neceſſity can excuſe an evill deed, much lefle when ir is 
\none other bur a coun'crfcirt and falſe appearance of necefſity. Would 
[theſe filters have deferred their defires a while, they might have 
found their Father ar length willing io have left that hole ina Moun- | 
'rane, and to have converſed againe amongſt men. Why had they 
'not rather perſwaded him to leave that ſolitary kinde of living, 
and betaker, himfelte to his Unkle Abraham, who was nor growne 
(either ſo niggardly or unkinde, but that he wo'1d have welcomed 
them with good entertainement. Why had they not taken up any 
reſolution, rather then venture on this monſtrous abomination 2 Let 
not the Divell and carnall reaſon bcſct us fo farre, as to faine 


to ourſelves aneceſſity of cvill-doing, and then to grow bold rodoe | 
evill. 

But wha” did they doe now, to make their Father inceſtu- | 
ous? Surely make him drinke wine not moderately and in duc quan- ' 
tity, for then his wits would have beene his owne ſtill, and his 
{ar &ficd conſcience would have armed him ſufficicently againſt all 
their moſt wanton carriages; yea the gravity of his countenance and 
patentall aurhority would have affrighred them from laſcivious words 
and geſtures, that tended to produce ſuch an effet. They there- 
fore make him ſtarke drunke with wine, making him by little and 
litletake into him ſuch a quantity as would bury his underſtanding, 
conſcience and all, and rurne him into a bruit creature, and then 
they doubt not but thar chey may eafily allure him ro commir folly 
'with them, A fearctull finne ir is to reſolve before hard upon 
(ſuch awickedneſlce as this, and that alſo as a loade-ſtone ro draw 
on another worſe wickednefle. To make one drunke for any cauſe 
[is bad cnough, but ro make him drunke of purpoſe to make him 
filthy after, thar is much worſe. Here is a moſt wicked end pro- 
pounded, which would make athing it ſelfe otherwiſe lawfull ut- 
'tcrly finnefull, if done for ſuch a purpoſe. Here is alſo a meanes 
utterly wicked, though ir had becne uſed for a moſt lawfull end,bur 
whenend and meanes are both ſo rcmarkeably and exorbirantly ſinfull, 
how great was that finne. Had they began alone to drinke for 
Checrefull refreſhing of themſelves and their old Father, and then 
Onc Cup drawing on anorher had at unawares made both rhem- 
ſelves and their Father drunke, and then unpurpoſedly fallen to 


tO take advice upon it, ro determine before hand, thar is, to con- 
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[clude fully that they would doe ſuch a thing, this ſhewes that 
| had ſmothered their conſciences, and were indeed void of all =y 
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neſle, 

O take hced of giving your ſelves leave deliberately to finne, take 
heed of ſetting downe a wicked concluſion in your mindes, and lay. 
ing, come and let us doe this or this that you know is naught, This! 
is not to {lip into the mire but to wallow in it, this is a preſumptuoys! 
and a wiltull finne, This is to yeeld your ſ{clves captives to ſinne, 


and to ſhew your {clves ſervants of ir. And 1t any one hath in ſuch! 
ſort finned, great repentance is needfull tro waſh away fo great a 
crime. | 
But if they had agreed in haf* ro perpetrate this lewdneſle and yet 
before the time came of aQting it, had called tro mind the loathſome.| 
neſle of the finne, and repenting of their nauginty intention, forbome! 
to proceed , the matter would not have beenc ſo fowle, then ir might 
| have beene attributed to weakenefle and haſt. Bur rhey goe oninit,! 
the elder ſhee firſt begins, and then ſhe renewes the marter to her] 
Siſter, who is caſtily perſwadcd to follow her, and ſorhey bothcop! 
ſent to doe cevill and performe italſo. This is a great aggravationof 
ſinne, that if one have ſome leiſure berwixt the reſolving and cxe-. 
cuting, yet he hath perſiſted in his wicked reſolution, and wanted 
| the grace to change his mind. Peiſiſting in an evill purpoſe, ſhewes 
| much blindrefle of mind and hardnefic of heart, and proves that God 
| hach for puniſhment of wilfulnetle even given one ovyerto his owne 
| hearts Juſts, 
| But now the elder begins to offend, as it were to imbolden her 
Siſter, as if ſhee ſhould ſay, I will begin it thou wilt come after, 1 
| will doe itro night ifthouwilt ſecond mee another night, ſo ſheſinnes 
' of purpole to give her Siſter a bad example, to animate her to the 
| like. Thoſe ſinnes are very grievous, in which a man ſeckes notalone: 
'to ſatisfie his owne evill deſires, but alſo to corrupt another, and! 
| draw him to the like evill. The finne is greaterby how muchmore! 
love of finne is diſcovered, and he loves finne excceding much, that 
| labours to increaſethenumber of its ſervants, 
| Further, having layne with her Father, ſhee ſpeakes of it to her 
| Siſter, rather in way of boaſting then our of ſhame, and perſwades! 
| heralſoto doe thelike. Ir is awickedneſic of an high nature tocom- 
| mit great ſinnes, and after be touched with no remorſe forthem, yea 
| rather to talke of them with abold face, as ifthey were deedesarleaft| 
| not deſerving blame, and when wee have done evill, to preſſe ou! 


examples upon othersto imitare. I: ſeemes the younger Siſter would | 
£ __ 

not have followed, but that the elder provoked her the ſecond time. 

| To uſe a kind of imporcuni'y towards another, and preſſe themagane| 
and againe to naughtineſſe, is aproofe of one ſctuponſinne withafull 


bent of will. . 
| Nomwthe ſecond Sifter, ſhe followes her Siftersevill deeds,andevill 
:counſell, and they commit the fame finne the ſecond time with 
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fame wilfulneſſe, for the clder is as guilty of her Siſters inceſt as of 
her owne. Men having tranſgreſſed the bounds of modeſty, grow | 
extreamely carcleſſ>, and eafily commit the ſecond time what they 
have ventured upon the firſt, Ir is more difficulty to forbeare repea- 
ting of afinne then commitring it, as iris to drive out an enemy then 
to keepe him our, Give finne a ſtrong deniall at firſt, ſo ſhall webe. 
ſooneſt rid of it, | 
Now let us conſider the offences themſelves, for hitherto we have | 
looked alornic into certaine aggravations of them. Firſt to make aman 
drunke, this 15 a g:tevous ftane, a purpoſed lying in waite to over- 
come another with wine or ſtrorg drinke, is a foule faults ic hath ics 
atiginall ever in ome further cvill intention, cither to Jaught ar the | 
offenders, or otherwiſe to wrong them, as here, and draw them to 
ſme wickednefle or inconvenience, which clſe they would aor be 
drawne unto. He ſeck-s miſchicfe to his neighbour, that {eokes to 
ſpoile him of his unceriianing, and makes hima bea't, that he m: 
draw him to b:aſtly ceeds. Come now and confider your {clves, 
ifcone of you have thus ſinned againſt your bretheren. H2 is worſe | 
then a drvnkatd, that 1s a maker of drunkards ; aman may be drunke 
of meere weakenefle, but it is wiltulneſſe that cauſeth another to be 
drunken, He loves this finne more, that cauſcth ir in another, then 
hee that commits the ſame himſclfe; If any of you have fo finned | 
[againſt his brother, he is a very lewd man, and muſt anſwer for thar 
finnebefore God with more ſeverity then the perſon thar hath beene | 
drawne into it by his meanes. Much repentance therefore is required | 
of ſuch an offender, | 

In keeping himſelfe ſober for an evill end, hee is worſe then if 
himſclfe had beene drunken for company. Theie two fiſters did 
keepe themſelves free from exceſle, that they might better abuſe | 
their owne reaſon to worke upon their Fathers unreaſonableneſſe. | 
| Had they beecne all overcome of wine, inceſt had not fo caſfily fol- 
(lowed from drunkenneſſc; bur now that the man is ſwallowed up of 
wine, and the woeman not ſo, they prevailed more cafily to make 
their Father lewd. Tt is a drunken ſobriety that is direted to un- 
cleancſle, they would not bz drunken becauſe rhey defired to be fil. | 
thy, Some men boaſt that themſelyes have borne their cups where- | 
/with another hath beene overcome, but that ſoberneſle makesrhenm | 
(greater offenders, then if they exceeded meaſure in drinking. Wher- | 
tore you muſt blame your {elves with exceeding deteſtation of your | 
(ſelves, if you have abuſed a thing otherwiſe vertuous to make another 
[man mote vicious. Thou mad'(t another to take cup after cup, thar 
[when he had loſt his wits, and thou kepſt thine, thou mighteſt better 
prevaile to draw him unto further wickedneſſe, thy ſobernefſe was 
las bad and much worſe then his drunkennefſe. O that you would ſee | 
and Jament your extreame ungraciouſneſſe in this abuſing both wit in | 
yourſclves,and wantof wit in others. 

But now Lot is drunken and fitted for any wickedneſle, the two 
R 4 Siſters 
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| Siſtcrs in their turnes goe ro bed ro him and ſolicite him to abuſe 

their bodies,and prevaile with him,becauſc he had not reaſon to know 
| what hce did. Inceſt is a molt unnaturall crime, yet the wicked 
| nature of man is ap: to runne into it, and that wiltully. O wha} 


a filthy heart hath a man and woman, that can tranſgrefle all the' 
| ditares of reaſon to ſatishe impure deſires, No perſon come 
' amifſe ro luſt, rhe Father will ſerve as well as another man, when! 
bog lewdedefire hath prevailed, they carenor with whom the fanl 
[be committed ſo thatit be committed, Have none of you given 
way fo farre to libidinous defires, as ro mixe your {-ives unlay., 
fully and without marriage with thoſe, ro whom you might nat; 
have drawne neere, no not in the warrantable imbracces of Matti. 


'mony? Is there not ſome inceſtuous man or woman amongſt yay, 


| 
| 
i 


| 


| 


'yca ſome that hath not our of weakeneſſe but purpoſely run int 
inceſt? The crime is not fo often commirred in ſo high a degree, 
| but yerſomerimes it falleth our in the world, that men may leame| 
there is more evill in their nature then they weuld have beleeyed,! 
| burthat experience reacheth ir z we have not another exampleofit 
in Scripture, but here are two at once, that wee might learne tg 
know how bad a nature we have. And ſo much for their fines! 
| common to both, making their Father drunke, and then going to/ 
'bedto him, for matter, and for manner purpoſely and without re. 
morſe and without any ſorrow aftcr, for when they had bornechil. 
dren, they give them ſvch names as prooved that they rather boaſted! 
'of the crime then bewailed it, Ammon the ſonne of my petlev, 
cAloab of my Father, as if they had rejoyced at their happineſſein| 
being with childe by their owne Father. Ir is a curſed thingto; 
ſinne, more tobe ſo hardned as not to lament it afterwards, moſt! 
ro make a mans ſclteglad of ir. | 
Their ſpeciall| Their ſpeciall finnes arc, the elder perſwades to the finne, then, 
ſinnes, gives a bad example, and after againe incourageth her Siſter, and 

the younger yeelds and followes. O ce this naughtinefle and rake! 
all . Hitherto of Abrahams ſonnes, ſervants, and wives, and 
oncof his children and of his Kinſman Zut, his Wife and daughters 
Abrabams en! Nowof ſome others that lived with him, firſt his contederates 
nee lIcAner, Eſbcol, and cMannre, ſecondly, Ephron the Hittite, thirdly, 

| King Pharaoh of Ezypt, fourthly, King _Abimelech. Then of the 

, Kings that did take Lot and fo of the Sodomites, Now for yew | 
Their vertues,| Eſheol, and eALamre, they were three Brethren, Hittites, of whole! 

'birth and death nothing is revealed, but inthcir lives two things are! 
t. Theywae |Iecorded deferving our obſervation and imitation. Firſt, they wete | 
facnds wo 4. | friends and confederates with Abraham appcares, Gen.1 4.13. St 
Irebame , condly, they did fairhfully performe the office of friends, andcor- 
federates. For the firſt, rheſe three Brethren were in league with 
Abraham, joyned in a Covenant with him for mutuall helpe of 
each other againſt any that ſhould wrong any of them. Thelr 
| (cague it may ſceme was offenſive and defenſive. | q 
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and to be knit to ſuch in covenants of amity, peace 
helpe, as Hiram King of Tyre was in coycnant with David and with go«ly. 
Salomen his ſonne after him, and it is recorded to his prailc that hee | 
was alwaics a lover of David, For by this mcancs great benefits are | 
brought Unto a man, 
Firſt, he ſhall ſee their good converſation and heare their wiſe 
words, and enjoy their good counſell and their godly praycrs and 
ſo be in poſhbility to be wonne to goodneſſe by them, at leaſt to | 
a vertuous and civill converſation through their meanes, for hee that _ 
walkgh with the wiſe ſhall be made wiſe, as he that walkerh with fin-, CO 
ners ſhall be made worſe by them. He that commeth where {weere | 
ſpices and ointments are ſtirring, doth carry away ſome of their | 
ſweet ſavour even though hee thinke not of ir, ſo ſhall a man re- | 
ccive ſome ſavour and taſte of goaodnefſe from good men, it hee | 
live friendly and familiarly with them. | 
Againe, the Lord had undertaken with Abraham, to be a friend 
to his friends and an enemie to his enemics, and to bleflc them | 
that blefled him as well as to curſe them thar curſed him. Where ! 
fore in entertaining friendſhip with them, a man doth intereſt him- | 
{clfe into ſome degree of Gods favour and blcfſing according to | 
thar promiſe, for God hath tied himſclfe as well to all Abra- 
hass (ones, even all the faithfull, as well as to himſelfe 3 you ce. 
the profic of ſuch aſſociarion with good men, | 
Wherefore they muſt be reprooved that are imbittered againſt 
godly men and are enemies to thoſe that love God, hating men | 


| 
' 
; 


even for goodnefle fake, and perſecuting them for rightcouſneſſe | 
| lake, without doubt theſe provoke God to fight againft them and 
to become anenemy untothemyjoyning in the —_ of the Saints, 
; which indeed for his ſake they have taken up againſt them. It isan 
| cvillthing to be a foe to thole that feare God, and it ſhewes not 
alone an abſence of goodnefſe bur alſo a great ſtrength of wicked- 
|nefſe, Heis ſurcly carried by Satan at his pleaſure, and a flavein 
{agreat degree to the Divell, that cannot endure the image of God 
| naman. And yetour Lord tells his ſervants, that they ſhall be hated of 
| all men for bis names ſake. | 
Burt now let every man learne of theſe three wiſe men to make 
| choice of godly men for friends, familiars and allics. If a-man be 
| not himſclfe a worſhipper and ſervant of God, yet let him at leaſt- 
wile like and love thoſe in whom goodnefle ſhincth. The Centu- 
rian Tulius, by being courteous and friendly to Pau! who was then his 
pritoner gatc his life and the life of his ſouldiers for a reward, for 
God gave unto Pas! all the priſoners that were in the ſhip with him. 
So many bleſſings as anaturall man is capable of, he ſhall many 
obtaine from God by the prayers of his ſervants, who cannot chooſe 
according to the precept of our Saviour, butpray for their perſecutors, 
much more forthcir friends and favourers. = | 
OW 
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Now another good thing in theſe three brethren is this;thar ac- 
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helpe ro CcAbraham and joyned their ſtrength with him , tg 
| fight againſt the foure Kings for the recovering of Lot Abrahams 

Couſin, and performed their part with ſo much courage, that Abyg. 
' ham got the victory and wonne his brother and all the ſpoile of 
; Sodozre, for which alſo Abraham was carefull that rhey ſhould haye 


| a full reward, in taking their part of the booty which himſelfe for. 
bare to take, 
This Example muſt be followed of all good men, when they 
have made a covenant, they muſt ſo ſtand unroit, and be ready tg 
affoord ſuch helpe and performe all ſuch offices as by covenant 
they have obliged themſclves unto ; Covenants and agreemears muſt 
be duly kept, though the things be ſuch which come to be done 
as require labour, coſt, and hazard : for this is a praCile of tha 
excellent vertue of truth or fidelity, then which nothing is more 
necdfull forthe common proſperity of humane {ocicties, tor unleſſe 
men may truſt one anothers words, what living can there be toge.! 
ther in the world, and withovt truſtinefſe in thoſe that make promi-| 
tow there is no beleeving their promiſes and fo the finewes of the 
world areas it were cut aſunder or cracked. Therefore in the 15, 
Pſalme it is indeed a figne of a godly man, that when hee hath! 
\worne in covenant or otherwiſe, he will not change though it ſhould! 
fall outto be for his hurt. Faith requires thatthething be done which! 
. hath beene ſpoken, and how can hee challenge the name of a 
good man, in whom faithfullneſſe is not found © or how 
ſhould ir be expected that hee will be fairhfull with God, whom 
_ never ſaw that is not faithfull ro his neighbour whom hee ſecs 
aily. 
| Wherefore ler every man compare himſelfe with thelc civill 
righteous men, and ſce whether himſelfe hath carried himſelfe as 
honeſtly and juſtly as the very light of nature inſtructed them to 
doe, I meane whether he hath faithfully kept his covenants, ' for 
' how ſhall hee be able to. juſtifie his right and intereſt unto the 
honourable name of a true Chriſtian man, that falleth ſhort of 
=—_ vertues which many of the Gentiles have carcfully pradti 
ed. 
| And if any mans heart accuſe him of unfaithfullneſfe and (lip 
perineſſe in this kinde, ler him humble himſelfe and be muchaſh- 
\ med of it. Should we not bluſh to ſee Heathens exceed us in good 
converſation andthatour righteouſneſſe isnot greater then rh t ofthe 
, Phariſces who did ar leaſt equall the Hearhen in righteous dealing. 
| Surely they ſhall never be admitted into the Kingdome of Heaven, 
; before whom the Gentiles have gone in good behaviour of lite; ye 
| many there be profeiſing to be Chriſtians, whoſe untruſtineſſe this way 
| filleth the mouthes of all that deale with them with juſt and gric- 
; vous complaints. They be ſopoſleſſed with ſelfe-love, that "_— 
p t [ 
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they have made a covenant promiſe or compac, the leaſt diſad- 
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yantage Will make them uſe the craftineſle of wit to winde them- 
ſelyes out and negle&t their covenants, They know how to 
tie others hard and leave themſclves looſe, through the looſeneſle of 
ancvill conſcience, Thele are men that be guilty of negleRing ju- 
tice, judgement, and faithfullnefſe, and if they treine never ſo much 
x: gnats and ſwallow theſe camells, our Saviour will be bold to 
intitle them, as he doth the Phariſees, and pronounce a woe a- 
cainſt them, ſaying, Woe unto you Scribes and Phariſees Hypocrites, 

carne now to be very ſorrowtull, if you have carried your ſclves 


more unrighteouſly in this kinde, then the honeſter ſort of thoſe| 
have done who lived out of the confines of the Church, and be 
carctull ro repent by their example, that their goodnefle may not 
riſe up in judgement againſt you and condemne you. And reſolve 
with your ſelves I pray you, now to preferre your credit 
before any other thing in this earth, and to pur your ſelves up- 
'on loſſe* and hazard, rather then incurre the deſerved reproach 
'of men fairhlefſe and diſhoneſt. Ir is not wittie tricks and devi- 
ces that will ſave you from reprehenfion before the Lord and 


your owne confciences and other men, your name ſhall rot and} 
ſtinke and become loathſome, if you deale untruſtily, though you 


paint your evill deeds over with never ſo faire and trim excuſes, 
Wit is never more abuſed, then when it is madea patron and a pro- 
retour for falſehood and evill dealing. Be righteous therefore in 
this particular, and pur your ſelves in minde of your promiſes and 
covenants tokeepe them, you cannot but know, that this is a duty 
your confctences require you to doe to others, even as you defire 
thatthey ſhould deale with you, and therefore muſt necdes con- 
demne you for {uch falfirie which your ſclves with open mouth 
are ready to Cry out againſt in others. And ſo much fortheſethree 
men, 

| Now for Ephron the Hittite he is named alone once, Gen.23.10. 
and in his carriage we obſcrve three things deſerving commendari. 
0n and firto be imitated by us. Firſt, he ſalutes Abraham with ho- 
/nourable and courteous language, ſaying, my Lord heare mee, and 
\apaine, my Lerd heare mee. Secondly, he was liberall and kinde to 
Abraham, and offered freely togive him the Cave in which he defi- 
ted to bury Sarah, Thirdly, he was juſt and true in his word, he 
told Abraham a due and right price, and made him goodand full afſu- 
ranceot it, when hee reccived the money. The Holy Ghoſt hath 
not for nothing inſerted theſe ſtories of Scripture, the vertuons de- 
portment even of Heathens courtefie, bounty, and juſtice be ſweet 
'Yertues, they commend the praQtiſer of them to the conſciences of 
men, they adorne him with reall honour, and make him to finde 
both love and praiſe from all hearts and mouthes. They be winning 
Vertues, and give a man a kinde of command in the hearts of wiſc 
[ns clpecially they become men of good place and AE" 

uc 
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ſuch an one was Ephren,and make him more gratious then withour 
them the greareſt cſtate could, They arc g<nerous ornaments ang 
ſet forth a man more then any gallantneſle of a'tire or. houſe-roome, 


I beſeech you fall in love with them, and put them in continuall 
praiſe, deale in courteous faſhion with al!, be ready to give free. 
| | ly and deale juſtly in asking price and making affurances. Why: 

ſhould a man yeeld himſeltcro aſterne and curriſh kinde of ſpeech 2 
| Why ſhould he be ſowre in his carriage niggardly and pinchingin 
| | his converſation, and unjuſt and over-reaching in his bargaines?Nz.' 


rure teacheth us that which S. Paul teacheth of wearing long haire, 

1 Cor. 11.14, | that it us a ſhame to him that doth it, ard thar the contrary is as it is 
"T | affirmed, that long haire is to a woman a glory unto her, Doenottha' 
| | which muſt needs be reproachtull, negle& not that which muſt 
| needs be gracefull, Be kinde one to another, be bountifull, be 
| righteous, ſhew thar neither ſcltc-love nor the love of money dath 
| poſſeſſe you, the former of which cauſcth auſtereneſſe of carriage, 
the latter niggardlinefſe 2nd unjuſt dealing. Preſſe your ſelves to 
|theſe vertucs and ſay, ſhall not religion make mee more vertuay, 
then Heartheniſme madethis Hettite 5 (hall I be lcfle affable, bounte- 
ous, righteous ro my brethren and neighbours, then a ſtrangerof 
| another nation and another religion was to Abraham who did but 
ſojournencere him? We are ill Schollers inthe Schoole of our bleed 
Saviour, if we receive not better inſtructions from him, then can be 
| found inan Heathen teacher ; yea we Chriſtians muſt praftiſe the ſame 
vertues in a better manner, on better grounds and to better ends, We 
muſt be courteous, and for conſcience ſake, not barely for credit 
to pleaſe God, not alone to winne men, and to thoſe that wrong is 
| and deale frowardly with us, not alone to them that are conreots 
| unto us. Theſe vertues ſimply in themſelves cannot intitle us tothe: 
' name of members of Chriſt, unleſlc wee doe them with reference 
ito Gods Commandement and authoriry, but being ſo as it were: 
| dipt in true religion, they will become Seales of our faith and cauſe 
unto us an ample recompence, | 
So I ſhould have ſaid of the former vertues commended inthethree 

| fore-named Brethren, of being friends to the righteous, not ſo much! 
for rightcouſneſſe ſake as for other commendable parts, wee ſec in! 
them, or for the hope wee may have ro be advantaged by them.) 
| This will not approove aman to be a true Chriſtian, but to loves 

righteous man in the name of a righteous, an Abraham becaulc ie 
is an «Abraham, ſervant to the moſt high God, this is a due ſigneot 
one ſandtified, Bur I have digrefled and now returne againe to my 
Exhortation; I pray you out-{trip the Heathen in all vertues andlt: 
|  vour converſing amongſt your neighbours be as faire and winning 5| 
| that of theirs could be. So for theſe men. | 
| Pharach, | * Now two Kings had occaſion of intermedling with ©Abrahon, 
the King of Fgypr, Pharach imto whoſe countrey Abraham went 10 

 ſojourne, forthe famine that oppreſſed Canaan, as you have it related, 
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in Gen.12-1214-+ in him we have to obſerve ſome bad things and ſome | 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


Firſt, he ſhewed himſelfe luſtfull and wanton, and overſlaviſh to | His faults, 


abcautifull face, for he quickly hearkned to his ſervants that commen- | } * 
ot S$arahs faircnefſe to him, and tooke her into his houſe: what a | 


vanity and folly and exceſſive ingagement to Juſtfull pleaſures is this | 
ina man? that he can no ſooner heare ofa faire woman, bur he muſt! 
covet and take her to him. Iris an impotency very incident to mans ( 
| nature, to be too much led with a faire face, with the mixture of the | 
{two colours white and red, and the comely proportion of the face. | 
[The ſence of ſceing over-beares them, and they ſcarce looke tro any | 
[thing ſo much ina woman, as that which Salemons experience made | 


'him call vanity and deccirfulnefſe, favour and beauty. 


We that | 


have greater helpes to mortification, ſhould not ſuffer our paſſions | 


tobe {o farre maſters over us. Surely Pharaohs Courticrs were wc ll ac- | 
quainted with his inclination inthat kind, they would not elſe have 


brought him ſo quicke tidings of Sarahs good face, It is a blame- 
\worthy weakeneſfe in a Heathen, much more in a Chriſtian, to 
\make uſe of the meanes which God hath given him to mortify ſuch | 
'paſſions, and let reaſon have dominion over you, rather then eyc- 

fight and fancy. If Pharaoh had knowne her to be Abrahams wife, it 

'may ſeeme, he would not have taken her from him for all her beaury, | 
and be none of you worle then Pharaoh pretended hee would have | 
beene, to let beauty winne you to be adulterers, corrupters of thoſe | 
you know to be other mens wives, Letnort your dotage upon a come- | 
ly viſage, make you ruſh into ſo foule a crime 3s adultery. Remem. | 


ber what Salomon ſaith, deſire not her beauty to vhy hurt, be not taken with 


ber eye-lids. 


| Furtherit was a faultinhim, that he carried himſelfe over churliſh- 
ly to Abraham, and in a kind of revengefull paſſion-and chiding of 
him, for calling her ſiſter and not wife, and ſo hazarding him to 
adultery, and inthat paſſion ſending him packing out of his countrey, 
In anger and diſpleaſure to take -a man vp tor a fault, and drive him 
away, make him be gone, 1s ſurely roo great an yeelding to that di- 
ſemper, which receiving of injuries doth worke, even akind of heate 
and unlovingneſle againſt the doer of them. Take you'heed of giving 
your ſclves 10 farre over to wrath. That he did reprove Abraham was 
well, that hee did it over angerly and fo diſpatched him out ef his 
countrey, this was not well. Shunne what was evill in him, and if 


'youfollowany thing, follow that was good, 


And now take you notice of what was good inhim. Firſt ſo ſoone 
as he perceiveth that God had puniſhed him for taking Ser), in re- 
gard ſhe was a married wife, hee preſently diſmiſſeth her, ſo ſub- 
| mitting himſelfe to Gods hand, and not hardening his heart againſt 
ſtripes. O how happy ſhould we be? if wee could ſpeedily obſerve 
Gods correRtions, and finding out the cauſe by diligent inquiry, rid 
jour handes and houſes inſtantly of thoſe offences whichare matterof 
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1 He was luſt 


I'ro.6.2 $. 


2. He carried 
himielte over. 
churliſhly ro 
Abrabam. 


His vertucs, 
1. He diſmiſſed 
Sarab pref: nt» 
ly when hee 
knew her to 
be marreed, 
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= | provocation to him. How many miſcries might wee eſcape by 


ſpeedy an obſervation of Gods hand and purpoſe, and a ready yeel, 
dance t0 him. Pray we to Godto give us ſuch a quicke fighe, ſuch 


aſtooping diſpoſition. He that gave it to an Heathen man, will much 
more give it to a Chriſtian, And if any of you have beene ſtowe! 
againſt God Pharaob-like, let him abhorre himſelfe that hathſhey. 


ed leſle piety then this Pharaoh did. Ir is a proofe of ſome ſoftneſſe 
of heart, to be driven trom fin even by great plagues. 


brabam kmndly 
for Sarabs 
ſike, 


3, He lers 4 


without ofte 
ring any 4n- 
wry to hum, 


brabam depari| nog over harſhly with Abrabam, bur lets him goe without —_— 


ſiſters ſake, ſo was ſhe reputed then, and by that meanes he grew in 
riches abundantly, Favourable dealing with a man for his friends 
ſake, eſpecially for @ faire fiſter, a kinſwomans ſake, is a kinde of 
baſtard curtcfie, and may befa]l a man given to luſt, yea many time 


The Example of CGna P.19;&c, 


Another vertue in him was, that he uſed _{brabam kindly for his 


the kindneſle of ſuch is more wonne by ſuch a motive, then by 
better deſervings. Let us doe the ſame thing, bur on better groungs, 
let the beauty of vertue make us eſteeme and countenance thoſe tha 
ſhew it, more then a beautifull Siſter or Kinſwoman : but better he 
lovingtoa good man even upon ſuch afiniſter reſpe, then nor atallty 


be courteous tro him. . | 
Another thing wherein this man dealed well, was that he deal 


jury unto him in anything hee had. He doth not take his life 

him as Abrahams feared he would have done, nay nor his ſervants, nor 
his goods, nor any part of them; burtakes order for his ſafe paſſage 
and conduR out of his Countrey. Let us at leaſt ſo moderate our 
anger, thar if it draw us to a little unkindnefſe and ſourencſle of car. 
riage, which is one degree of revenge, yet it may nor cauſe us to. 
leape over the pale of juſtice, and to uſe unrightcouſneſle andenehy? 
againſt thoſe from whom we have reccived injury So Pharab was 
not ſo farre tranſported with anger, though perhaps he might have: 
beene ablertg. have done it, and it may ſeeme at firſt fight that he had 
cauſc of doifigſo. But it ſcemeth that the ſence of Gods great plagues 
had made him begin to ſee, that God was a deare friend of Abrahans, 
and that he fhould have incurred further wrath for wronging himin 
other things wirtily, whoſe injuries God did proſecute ſo ſeverely, 
even when it was done ignorantly and unwittingly. We oughtto have 
more feare of God before us, then any King of Ezypt. Deale juſtly 


therefore, let mengoe from us. with all they have, make nor baldto 


wreake your teeme on any man, by ſending him away without his 
owne. 


_—_—. 
— —ﬀ_ —_— _— 
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But it isto be noted, that God plagued Pharaoh for his doing hurt 
to uAbrahamthough beyond his knowledge, even with great plagues, 
you ſee that ſometimes unwitting finnes make God very angry with 
men, when done againſt his deare and faithtull ſervants,in things neere, 

and deareuntorhem, for he is a Father torhem and full of compaſſion, 
and pirtieth their caſe when they figh and mourne before him, O with 
| how much heavier evills will he plague them who wittingly andof 
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{et purpoſe doc wrong them. How ſhall his anger burne againſt pre- 
{umptuous and wilfull finners £ when ſuch heate ariſeth upon occation 
of ſinnes of meere ignorance. Take you heed of cauſing his wrath to 
aſe againſt you for ſuch crimes, ſure his ſword will cut of for tuch 
fultes, if it wound and cut deepe forthe farre leffer. 

And againe, ſce that even plagues ſometimes are ſent to doea man 
more good then hurt, even to keepe a man from ſuch firines, as but 
for them he would haye committed, and to make hun ſee and ve | 
thoſe which he did live in before and not obſerve. Ir was a benefic to 
Pharaoh that he was ſo ſcourged, I conceive thatthis Pharaoh was 1:0t a 
[man ſanRified, for then Cod would have warned him by dreame or 

ſome other way, as hee dil Az melech, rather then by levericy of | 
plagues ; bur it is a kind of favourto any man to be kept from ſin, even | 
by heavy plagues. | 

Surely che Lord will doe as much for his owne people, as for the 
Feyptians, rather drive them ovt oftheirfins byſharpencfieof blowes, 
[then that they ſhall live and dic in them and periſh. Happy is that 
{martor pune that prevents a greater hurt. The Lord had rather his 
people ſhould ſuffer any thing, then continue in fiane totheir deſtrudti. 
on, their outward fame troubles him not fo much as their inward 
wickedneſſe, Therefore if you find by expcricnce that Gods hand 
hath reſtrained you from much evill, and your owne ſoules can ſay, | 
fuchand ſuch a fta I ſhould never have ſecne, never have left, if God | 
had not by his ſcourges and blowes even forced me to open mineeyes, | 
andſce them, and ro caſtthem away even as it were againſt my will ;| 
be youthankfull to God for ſuch chaſtiſements, learne to ſay as Da- 
vid, It was good for me that I was afflifted, that I might learne thy righteous | 
judgements, Will not men pay well for a plaiſtec that hath averrue to 
cure the fore « though it put the memberto ſmarting paine. Surely 
'hedothnor hatefin according to its hatcfulncefſe, that hath not learned 
to beglad of any afflition which keepeth him from ſin, or drawes him 
out of it, And now if any of you doe lie under heavy plagues, let him 
; become an humble ſuiter to God, to vouchſafe firm as much 
| goodnefle as he pleaſed to grant unto this Pharaoh, cven 
| to ſhew him the cauſe for which he ſmiteth, and 
to give him notice of his faults and powerto 

reforme them, we might haſten our 
deliverance out of calamiticsif 
we would turne them to 
this purpoſe. 
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) Nother man is mentioned living in Abrahams 

time 
to converſe, Hee was a King ruling over a 
city called Gerar, in the countrey of the Phi- 
liſtins, In his countrey Abraham ſojourned, 
you have the ſtory of him, Gen.,20.& 21. v. 
22, 4d finem, Ot his birthand death nothing 
@ is recorded, Bur in his life we muſt obſerve, 
Firſt, His faule. Secondly, His good deedes. 
Thirdly, His crofſes. Fourrhly, his Benefits. 

One fault alone of his wee reade of, wiz. that he tooke Sarahto 
him, minding to make her his wife: we fee him offending inthe ſame 
kinde that Pharaoh King of Egypt was noted before to have offended 
in. Hee was too too libidinous, and over-taken with an inordinate 
aft=Rion to beaury, Hee had wives enough before, yet when one 
{tranger ſingularly faire did come into his countrey, he would needes 
take her to himſelfe, and that not ſo much by perſwaſion and intreaty, 
3s by violence and ſtrong hand, for ſo much ſeemeth to be ſignified 
by the word hee tooke hey, hee ſent and tooke her, hearing of a beau- 
titull perſon, and having ſpoken with Abraham, and finding her » 
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, with whom alſo Abraham had occaſion 


full, 


Abimelech, 


nothing 1$ {aid 
of his Tirck 
and deach, 


His faule, he 
was too luſt. 


es 
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| 
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| 
His Vertu:s. 


r. He ſpcedily jr js a worthy vertue and a proofe of integrity, ſpeedily and re 


and rexdily 0. 


| be his ſiſter alone and not his wife, for the former both of them affix. | 
; med, the latter he did not inquire of ſo diligently as to learne the! 
| truth fromthem, he reſolved to have her to himſelfe. God himſelfe) 
| after doth ſeeme to acquit « 4bimelech of any adulterous intention, 
| for when hee alledged that he had done this in the integrity of his 
' heart, God himſelte beareth witneſſc ro his uprightneſle inthar re. 
ſpeR ſaying, 7 know thus didſt this in the integrity of thy heart, meg. 
ning, that he thought verily thar ſhe was onely ſiſter, not yoake-felloy: 
to Abraham, and that if hee had knowne her to have beene a wife 
he would nor have taken her; ſo that he was free from intendingtg | 
commit adultery, but from an exccfſive deſire of beauty hee is no 
free, for why ſhould i man be ſo carried after women, that if heſee 
i beautifull Virgin, hee muſt needes enjoy her, and not ſatishe 


bimſelfe with ſuch wives as he had raken before « This verily muſt 
needes be a finne, for God did not appoint the ſociety of man and 
| man for pleaſures ſake, that a man might ſecketo ſarisfhe himſelfein 
the delighr of imbracing ſo many faire women as he could ger, by 
for the increaſe of, and ſtoring of the world with people. Let w 
learne vertue out of other mens vices. This is the ſole fault which | 
the Holy Ghoſt noteth inthis man, not becauſe he had not mort, by: 
| becauſe this alone was that wherein hee wronged <Abrahes and 
Fama of whom the Holy Ghoſt intended principally ro make his 
| hiſtory. | 

Now for his Vertues, divers good things aretold of him. Firſ, 
in reſpeR of God, Secondly,of his own ſervants, Thirdly,of Abrbav 
/ and Sarah, | 

Firſt, in reſpe& of God. When the Lord appeared unto himin: 
viſion, verſ. 3. and told him that he was but a dead man, meaning, 
' was worthy of death, and ſo ſhould certaincly die unlefle he refor: 
' med himſelte, becauſe the woman he had taken was another mans 
wife, hedid defend his innocency before God, trucly alledging, that 
he did no way ſuſpe@ herto be a married woman, becauſe both her 
ſclfc and Abraham ſaid ſhe was his fiſter, and would not be knowne 
' of their being joyned together in matrimony, which alſo the Lord 
 confeſlerth ro be true: Yer fo ſoone as God had commanded himto | 
reſtore the woman, backing his commandements wich promiſcsand| WW | 
| Ny he obeyes the Lord, and returneth rhe matron toher 
husband. 


dily to obey the word of God, and amend thoſe finnes which before | 
 wedid nor know, when once the Lord doth vouchſafe ro makethem| I | 
; knowne unto us. This proveth that the ſoule is uprightly defirousto| | | 
avoid all finnes, when it will inftantly reforme the fault once matt- | FF || 

teſted. To linger and put of from rtimetrortime, and ſtrive to make 
ones {clfe blinde, and to winke and nor ſec the finne, or not addrelie | F |: 
| to a ſpeedy reformation, that is afruit of guilefulnefſe, bur to yeeld 


'to God and ones conſcience, and without furcher delayes to "_ 
4 | 'J 
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the finneand pur iraway and theoccaſions of it, thatis a proofe of | 


fincerity at leaſt inthar particular. When God declareth a fault to 
us, bids us mend, promilſerh life if we doc mend, threatens death 


if we willnot reforme ; it we beleceve his promiſes and threats, and 
ſubmit to his Commandements, we ſhew integrity, TA bimelechs Ex- 
imple muſt reach us this effec of uprightneſle, 

If any of us be guilty of the contrary fruit of hollowneſſe, that 
we have negle&ed ro acknowledge a fault beginning to be revealed | 
to us, and out of love to the finne in reſpe of any profit, credit, 


|pleaſure it flattered us withall, haverather indeavoured to ſhut out the 
light by falſe reaſonings, then to receive the knowledge of the truth 


yhen ic. began to ſhine out of the cloud of ignorance, wee muſt 
Fealy blame our ſelves for fuch hypocriticall behaviour. This is 
that $. Paul accuſcth the Gentiles of, ſaying, that Gods wrath is ma- 
'nifeſt from Heaven againjt all ungodlineſſe and unrighteouſneſſs of men 


who detaine the truth in unrighteouſneſſe, who doe as it were impriſon 
and ſupprefle truch and hold it downe, thatir may not ſhew ir ſelfe 
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/untothem, our of a love they beare to fine and wickedneſſe, And | _ 


ſure Gads wrath ſhall appeare evidemily againſt all that in ſuch man- | 
ner ſhall play the diſſemblers with him 3 how much more then, if 
when' a man cannot ſo darken himfclfe with fained pretences, bur 
that he muſt needs (ee and confefle the truth in his conſcience, ſhall 
he be guilty of a great ſinne, if (till he uphold in himſclfe a will 
and reſolution ro commit the ſinne, that he could not but ſee to be 
afinne, or if he doe not come toa preſent reſolution of amendment, 
but put it off rill afterwards and purpgſe. ro continue offending once 
[or twice or a little time longer. Shall not CAbimelechs example 
\condemne- our diſobedience before God, it we ſhew our ſclves ſo 
[much inthralled ro fin 2 

| Twothings ſhew dominion of finne in a man, one where he re- 
fuſcth ro know though he have due meanes of knowledge, and a 
certaine working of knowledge offering to convince his conſcience, 
another, when though he doe know, yet he reſolves to perſiſt in all 
evill, or at leaſt remaines irrcſolute and doth not derermine to leave, 
but ſtands as it were unſcrled in his will at leaſt for ſome time. If 


| {anyof you finde himſcltc ſo diſpoſed, it is certaine, that finne ruleth 


inhim and he is not under grace. Wherefore you muſt diligently 
proove your hearts in this reſpeR, it you defire ever ro enjoy the 
' comfort of knowing your ſelves tobe upright. Now then learne ro 
| lend adwifull care ro the Word of God, and ſee the finnes that ir 
| beginnestoſhew you, and put on a full and ſerled reſolution of not 
 adyenturing to commit them any more. And if any finde himſclfe 
(ſo ſubdued tothe authority of God in all things, that he ſeeme rea- 
dy to enterraine the lighr of truth and to obey ir, and will not ſtruggle 
and ſtriveagainſt the light in any thing, then may he aſſure himlſelfe, 
that his heartistrue within him, andthatthe Lord will ſurely accept 
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him and forgive his unpurpoſcd offences and finnes of micere weake- | 
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! 
| 
| 
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 neſſe-and frailty. Indeed in ſome one or two things that aretoo toy 


| grofle as adultery here, a man may be prepared to yeeld to truth, 
| and yetnot have anhoneſt heart to God, bur hethatinall things doth 
| thus ſubmit himſclfe, is ſurcly good before the Lord. And. 
| much for Abimelechs obedicnceto God, in that he receiyeth his com. 
' mandements here with faith and preſent obedience, which wee ſhalt 
| alſo doe, if we ſeriouſly conſider his promiſes of life to the obedient 
| and threatenings of death to the diſobedient, till we worke our heany 
to a firme and ſtedfaſt beleete of them, 
».H-:cquiines) Now another good deed of _Abimelech is in regard of his fer. 
us (ervants | vants, . As ſoone as it is day he calls them togerher, and acquaint 
T2 dy them with the things that God had revealed unto him by a dreamein| 
EIA 'the night. He doth well to ler his ſervants know the mater, thy 
ſo he might make them ſee the true cauſe of his reſtoring Sarah to 
Abraham, and might approove of his pra&.ſe therein, and learne 
themſelves to feare God which atleaſt in ſome degree they did, tor 
it is ſaid, the men feared exceedingly, verſe 8. and ſo did not perſwade 
him to keepe Sarah ſtill, bur rather furthered his intentions of her re- 
\ſtitution. All governours muſt be ready to acquaint their inferiour 
[with the way that God ſhewes them, eſpecially ſuch as conceme! 
|the reformation of the lives both of themſelves and of their inferi- 
'ours, for it was needfull that _Abimelechs ſervants ſhould know, tha 
| Sarah was CAbrahams wite, leaſt they or ſome one of them ſhould 
thinke of raking her, when the King had left her, if rhey hadre- 
' mained ignorant of her condition. Rulers therefore muſt ſhew unto 
their inferiours the danger of finne and what is finnetull when the! 
Lord hath made them know it, that they may be an inftrumene of! 
keeping them alſo from evill deeds and from rhe punifhment of 
them. Learne we all of this man to tender the ſoules of our fer- 
vants and inferiours, andto reveale to them ſuch rhings as God hath 
taught us,thatthey may be preſerved from finne as well as ourſelves, 
And take heed of being carcleſſe to ſhzw them the good and the 
evill way, that they ſinne not through our default, becauſe we have 
not duly inſtructed them. And let inferiours alſo learne ro receive 
ſnch inſtruſions with holy teare as the ſervants of A bimelech did, 
thatrhe words they heare may prevaile 10 keepe them alſo from wic- 
| kedneſle, | 
And now letus ſee his carriage to Abraham and Sarah, Andfit 
thech ,2bra. | hee dorh admoniſh them both of their faulr, and that not with a 


| £2ule. | ſhewing rather that he was ſorrowfull he might not have Sarah then 


| 


| ban 3%i182- 'kinde of diſcontent and frow#rdneſle (as before Pharach had 7 


that he h2d attempted ſo farre as he did, bur ingentle and yerplaine 
| manner, ſaying, What hait thou done unto us? and againe, Wat ſave] 
thou that thou haft done this ? His reproofe is ſharpe enough, andy 
as appeareth afterwards, it was mixed with gentleneſſe. So, its a 
g00d thing if our Brethren have ſinned againſt us, to call forthem| 
, or goe tothe, andro demand what ground they had 'or what in- 

| | ducement 
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ducement to finne ſo, and to let them underſtand, thar the things 
they have done were ſuch as ought notto have beene done, eſpecial-| 
ly if they have gone about to draw us to finne, or to occafion us to! 
ruſh unwittingly into finne, that ſo wee may bring them to repen- + 
tance, Or at leaſt free our ſelves from being partakers with them in | 


; their finnes. © So did he deale with Sarah roo, but not with the like 


earneſtnefle, for he conſidered the fault was chiefely Abrahams, who 
had contefled that fhe did it at his entreaty, and therefore hce doth | 
alone intimate a chiding to her, ſaying, thy brother, and adding | 
ood counſell, He is to thee a covering of the eyes to all that are ub, 
thee, and to all others, verſe 16, and it is added, for ſhee was Yee | 
provved , meaning , that hee intended to reproove her , and 
that ſhee did take it and was touched with it as with a | 

ofe. 
ia us reſolve to behave our ſelves ſo to our brethren, even to 
llthem plainely, but yet gently of their faults, and that with more ; 
orl&fſe earneſtneſſe, as they ſhall appeare to have beene more or | 
fe faulty. Some warmth muſt be in a reproofe as here, bur it 
[muſt not be ſcalding hot, words of reviling and diſgrace they ſcald | 
[3s it were, but words that tend to ſtirre vp the conſcience to a due | 
conſideration of the faulr, they be ducly warme and tend to make | 
thephyſfick- worke the more kindly. If any have done otherwiſe, | 
(cither hiding the matter in his heart and fo nouriſhing bitter diſlike | 
[and alienation of affcRtion from one chat hath wronged him, or | 
elſe opened his mourh in a kind of rage, and uicd raunting and ray- | 
ling ſpeeches, he mult be ſorry that he was not as diſcreet and lo- | 
ving as CA bimelech. To torbeare reproote of another, or ro doe 
it wich bit:crncfſe of wrath be roo common faults and withall very | 
| blame-worthy. The one ſhewes want of love, the other of wil- |; 
| dome, and in both we wrong our brother, in not raking the right way | 
[to helpe him our of ſinne, a1 d wrong our ſ{clves in making our ſelves | 
atleaſt in part guil'y of his ſinne. Be not you faulty in either of 
[theſe kindes hercafter, bur learre in plaine and milde manner to 
deale with rhem that have done you injury, and let thoſe that 
have done wrong learne of CAbraham duly to accept of ſuch re- 
| proofes, 


Another vertue in CAbimelech is, that hee doth nor alone reſtore | 4.He nor one- 
Sarah, but alſo makes amends to Abraham, and yeelds a kind of fi- | |y reſtored 84- 


rab, bur alto 


on, bygiving him gifts; for verſ.14.1t is ſaid, he tooke ſheepe and oxen ham in fone 
and men-ſervants and women-ſervants and gave them to Abraham, | '** 
and reſtored Sarah his wife. See agood duty here, wee muſt not 
alone ſurceaſe ro wrong our brethren for future time, if either igno- 
rantly or otherwiſe wee have begun to doe them wrong, bur it the 
wrong be manifeit unto them, we muſt even make them ſome due 
latisfaRtionby words, or deeds, or both, chiefely, if the injury have 
_ done wittingly and willingly. Thinke not that you have done 
enough 


— 


lemconfefſion of his fault, and ſhewes adefire of making fſatisfaRi- | (...t3eq Abre- 


—_ 
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(JEN, 
enough in forbearing to doe evill ro any man,bur it rhe evill hays 
becne evident unto him, O make alſo ſome good amends to re. 
paire the wiorg, and to doe him as mich good in ſome other 

| kinde as you h:ye done him hurt before, Thar ſo you may ge 


Clare your ſclves as well ſorry for the former ott.ace, as carctull tg 
off.nd ſono more, and may make it appeare you ceale to he 


— — —— 


| injurious in part out of love to your brother, as well as for any | 


| other confideration, and may by that meanes make the pardy. 
| ning of the wrong more cafic to him, and helpe to pur chariry| 
| and kindneſſe into him, which the receivirg of wrongs will ge 
| neare to baniſh away, it ſome ſuch care be not uled to reſtore it a./ 
| gaine, But he tha: either continues in a courſe of injuriouſneſſe, gr! 
\ clſe barely breaketh it off without ſome demonſtration of his for 
[row for rhe fault and good aftcitionro the perſon oftended, hathnor 
| yet fully reformed himiclte though he have ccalcd to due cvill any 
further, 
«He oranted | Another commendable thing in AM bimelech is, that he doth not 
Avrabanliver thruſt Abraham away in a chafe as Pharaoh had done, but he 
<A penn 'grante h him liberty to dwell in. his Countrey in any place that 
any place, | ſhall ſceme good unto him. Learne of kim not to be ſo diſples 
| ſed with any man for a fault committed by him , eſpecially if 
it be done out of weakeneſle, feare, orthe like di'temper as to 
|ca' himoff, have no more to doe with him, or the like; bur fl 
to hope and thinke well of him, eſpecially, it hee doe confeſl: 
his weaknefle as Abraham,and toaffoord any due councfic and kindaclle 
[to him ; over-harſhnefle towards others tor faults which we findein 
them, is a ſigne of uncharitablenefle and pride. It ſh-wes thar we doe 
not ducly perceive our owne faulcinefſe and aptnetſe ro ſome otheras 
bad finnes, yea perhaps tothe very ſame finnes, and that weedoe 
not beare a tender compaſſion to them, becauſe wee have not a 
right knowledge of our ſclves. Compare the dealing of Phauh 
before obſerved and ©Abimelechs carriage here noted, and what 
| your conſciences tell you was the more commendable and a pprove- 
able, that imitate. 

I come to the Jaſt good deed of «Abimelech. He rakes notice 
of Gods goodnefle to Abraham, ſaying, Chap.2t., wer.22, God 
ts with thie in all. that thou doſt, and therefore accompanied with 
his principall Officer, one Phico!, goes and intreates Abrahow 
to make a league of amirty wich him, as you may reade in the 
| Story, and when cAbra/am told him of a well of water which 
| was taken from him by bs ſervants, hee excuſeth himſelfe, thathe ne- 
'ver knew of it before, and ſo willingly reſtoreth the well andconfeſſeh 
Abrahams right ro it,by taking the Ewe-lambs, and conſenting roname 
the well Beer ſheba, that is, the well of an oath, becauſe they ſwore 
thereeach ro other. 

' Iris agood thing toobſerve the goodneſſe of God to his people 
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| thereupon tothink well ofthem and rodefire tolive inamity and p_ 
| wich 
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withthem. Why ſhould not wee have our eyes open to ſee Gods | 
bleſſing going along with mens and when wee ſee it, why ſhould | 
wee not rather love them and wiſh their friendſhip, then beare an 
evill cye rowards them and maligne them. Ir is a figne of ſome! 
coodnefſe to acknowledge, that God is the Author of all good 
{uccefle ro mens affaires, herein wee give him the honour of 
Nl (bcing the ruler of the world. And itis a figne of ſome good will | 
| to men, When their proſperous cſtare makes us rather like them 
and joyrc friendſhip with them, then Rtirreth up grudging and re- | 
pining at them. Surely <Abimelechs cartiage giverh us ſome | 
bable grounds to conceive , that himſelfe was a holy man, in 
| char hee ſhewes ſome knowledge of God, and good affeRion | 
| WW |t> fo good a ſervant of God. Let us goe a little further, and | 
| \ſrive to intereſt our ſclves into Gods bleſſing on the godly, by! 
following them in godlincſſc, Bur let his willing reſtitution of | 
the Well which his ſervants had taken away by violence, teach 
[vsalſo not to beare out the ſervants or people thar are under our go- | 
yernment in any unjuſt carriage of theirs ; yea rather, ſo foone as wee | 
come to the knowledge of their naughty carriage, let us cauſe 
them to amendand to repaire the wrongs that they have done. A | | 
[mans ſervants faults muſt not bee imputed to him, till ir bee | 
knowne whether hee be privie to them or not, bur if when hee is 
| I informed of them, he be carcleſle to fee them amended, now is 
himſelfe as guilry of the finne as his ſervants were before. Thus | 
| [you have the faults and vertues of Abimelech fo farre as I could note. 
| I [hemoutof boly Writ. | 
my Confider now wher benefirs God beſtowed upon him. . Firft, — | 
| hee made him a King. In thoſe daics it is evident thar Kings | 1; Rog. 7 
| I | were not rulers over fo large dominions as now they be; of old 
| the chiefeſt ruler over one or two Citics and the rerrirories about 
| it wasa King, as in the land of Canaan there were 31 Kings, and 
[the five Cirics of the plaine of Sodome and the reſt had cach of | 
t [them ſeverall Kings, and yet there were ſome Kings that raigned 
| I [over whole Countrics as the King of Egypr, bur in ir felfe confi- | 
(dered, it is afavour of God to preferre aman unto the honour of | 
e a King, as the Scripture prooveth- in ſaying, 4 diligent ſervant ſhall | pro.z..29. 
od| Wl | fard befor: Kings and not before thoſe of the meaner ſort ; If to be in 
h| I |favour andaccount with a King, be athing firto be promiſed as are- |. 
w| © wardofdiligence, much more the enjoying of a Kingdome, therefore 
he | } |God upbraides both Sax! and David, when he would ſharpely re- 
<h —_ their ſins,that he had made them Kings over his people 1/rael; 
c-\ I} [for Kings haye likely,riches, honour, and authority, by the two former 
h | || 'of which they may partake of much comfort themſelves,and commu- | 
me | F [icate much alſo to their friends and kindred, by the latrer they may 
ore | ÞÞ [bring much honour to God, and much good alſo ro men in eſtabliſhing 
mc religion and juſtice: Now God hath not pleaſedto make any of | 
ple, = Kings, but. he hath made ſome of you richer and greater then | 
| 
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| foules, and cavſe that they ſhall ſerve ar length for the ſame 


| purpole which S. James faith, the ruſt of the rich mans tu 


ſure, ſhall doe, even to conſume your flejly like fire, and to bring upon you 
greater damnarion in another world, to be preterred before this more 
then anznheritance is before the leaſe of one alone yeere, noneſhyll 
| {uffterſo much tormentand unhappineſſe as thoſe that have playcdthe 
untruſty ſubjedts ro God, and made their high places a weaponto 
| bearc outthcir ſinnes. Bur take notice of God in your Eminencyin 
this preſent world, and labour ro be ſo much more thanketull and 
| obedient ro God, and ſerviceable and profitable ro men z andthen 
| ſhall preferrement here bce a meanes of inlarging your joyes here- 
after too. O happic is hee, that ſhall be grear in Heaven as wel 
| as on Earth, by his well employing of his earthly greatnefle, and 
| you that cannot be great here, yet ſtrive to attaine a Kingdome, 
and here too in a fpirituall ſence. Labour to bee Kings over 
your ſclyes, in eſtabliſhing the Kingdome of grace in your hears, 
that you may bee Kings hercafter, and that in farre greater glory 
and happineſle, then .che greateſt of all earthly Kings cither did 
ever or ever could enjoy : the meaneſt Chriſtian may get the King- 
dome of grace and of glory, as well as a Dawid or a Sub 
' 0103, | 
| Another benefit wee muſt obſerve, the Lord by his pro- 
vidence kept him from committing rhat finne which elſe heewould 
have committed, but indeed of meere ignorance, for his hear! 
was upright :with God fo farre that it. hee had knowne it hee! 
would not have committed it. So the Lord tels him, therefor 
I kept thee that thou ſhouldſt not come neere her, meaning Sard, 
Ir is a great favour of God to preſerve a man from inning by bs 
providence, I meane, to order things ſo, that hee hath not oppor 
 tunity or freedome to- doe ſuch things, as elſe hee would com-| 
| mir, becauſe hee doth not know them ro bee finnes. And thiss| 
one of the graces thar' God doth ſhew to thoſe whoſe hearts hee) 
' findes upright with him. O ſtrive t6 get fincerity of ſoule, that! 
' hee which ſ{carcherh the heart, may vouchſate you the ſame goot-! 
neſle, bur if you bee hollow and guilcfull', the Lord may and 
will juſtly -puniſh you by giving you oyer to great offences, And; 
if any. man finde, that God hath reſtrained him from doing ſome 
| wickednefſe which hee did nor know and therefore' ſhould have 
done much more which hee did know and would have done, # 
| muſt bleſle the -name of God for ir with heartieſt prayers. Ree 
| that- was in likelichood afore hee knew of it to have falne into 


ſome 
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ſome great pir, or other like danger, travelling inthe night, and fin- | 
| dethin the morning how neere he came to miſchicfe, and yer eſcaped | 
| the fame, is cither very blockiſh and prophane, or el{c hee muſt | 
| | needes lift up his heart and eycs, and hands to Heaven, and magnifie 
the name of God that cauſed him to'ſcape, fo much more mult wee 
doe, if when wee were in a forwardneſſe to runne into grievous 
| off:nces, the Lord hith uſed ſome or other meancs which our (elves 
did not provide to reſtraine us trom that evill. Spirituall preſerva- | 
tion Ciremk ſerious and thankefull acknowledgement as well as. 


| narurall. 


Another mercy of God is, that hee revealed himſelfe unto (3. God revea. 
him in adreame by night, and declared his will by a com- | |*4 bimidlfe 


[ 


' unto him in a 


|mandement, promiſe and threat, I doe nor reade of ſuch a kind- | dreame by 


| 
'neſſe afforded to any wicked man, excepr it were to Balaam the | nighs. 
falſe Propher, which was done not in favour to' him, bur unto If- 
| ral, that hee might not dare ro curſe his prople, therefore am | 

| conceited , that CAb:melech was a godly man, cipccially be- | 
cauſe the Lord doth pleaſe to talk? as ir were in ſo friendly and | 
familiar a manner wich him, as if hee had not beene a ſtranger | 


to God, bu: rather of inward knowledge. You ſhall finde if | 


: 
bu 


you reade the dreame , a kind of lovingneſe expreſſed on Gods 
part, 41d a kinde of duritull boldnefle on Ab:melechs : fo that for my | 
| part, 1 haye a very good opinion of the man, and rhinke that the feare 
of God was in the King of that people, which were themſelves fo 
wicked, that good Abraham ſaid, there was no feare of God in 
| 'them, Bur the favour atfoorded him is this, he was taught of 
| hn his duty by a dreame ; Dreames were one of the ordi- 
| 


nances whereby God did reveale his will unto men in thoſe 
times : Pharash was ſhewed a thing in a dreame, and ſo was 
Nebuchadnezar, bue God did not appcare unto them and ſpeake 
'to them in dreames, this was an ordinance of his I ſay, in which 
moſt times hee uſed to reach good men. Now this was a note 
of Gods kindneſſe to CAbimelech, that hee ſo taught him and 
* WW not by heavy plagues, as hee did Pharaoh King of Egypt fore- 
,mentioned, How much more mercy ſh-w2s the Lord to us, to 


þ | 

| whom hee ſhewes hi:nſelfe in the word, and in the prea- 

*| WF ching of it, whereby wee are taught our damnable eſtate, and| _. 
*| WU ſhewed the meanes of eſcaping ir, and called upon © with con- 

1 tinuall threats and promiſes to uſe thoſe meanes, let us pray 

nl to God ro worke upon us by theſe his ordinances , that they 

rl may winne us to obedience in a thorough reformation of life, 

<4 3s CAbimelech was wonne to reforme this one fault, and then 


happy ſhall wee bee, But if wee imitate ' the naughtinefle of 
| |{{razt, and harden our hearrs that wee may not hearken, then ſhall 
p tis mercy aggravate our finncs, and wee ſhall onely have this 
- rute of ir, wee ſhall know there was a Prophet amongſt us, when 
thoſe (greater fearefull puniſhments betall us which were _— 

T "= 


—_—— LES 


—— —————  ———  —_— ©—__—_ 
. —_— 


2009 þ 


— — — 
—— 


WEE 


, 


| 


| 4. (3 þ| ſpeedily 


; ICUHLOV d 31s 
| chalt.{. rent, 


7X | 


ly threatned againft us in the word. . Bretheren, God doth noe 
pleaie to ſpeake to men now in perſon by dreames, but hee reyea.|. 
Icth his will by Paſtors and Teachers, ſpeaking in his Name. Hee. 
ix impioyed mee to you this thurty yeares well necre, to in. 
forme you that you are but dead men, becauſe of the ſinnes yay 
have gone a whoting after, and to threaten you - with death if 
you rcfuſe to leave them, and encourage you with promiſe of 
life. upon your converting and amending, O when will you hear. 
ken as this man did, I beſecch you betore you come ro Church 
to heare, take ſometime to beg ot God the aſſiſtance of his dpirit, 
to make you obedient hearcrs, and then blefl:d be your cares that 
heare. 

Another benefit afforded to this King CAbimelech was this, tha 
hce found God as favourable to him as could be, in a ſpeedy 
removing of the chaſtiſement which was ſent upon him becauſe 
of Sarah, viz, the barrenneſle of all his family, for ir is ſaid, 
verſ, ult, that God healed Abimelech, hi wife, and his maices, a 


| 
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| 
| 
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His crofles, 
'Goud ftroke 
him with lick- 
{nes 1nd vwenk- 


{nef> ad his ſent upon him, as a mercy to keepe him from touching Suh 


! wonn with 
| barrcnnelle, 


| 


mem 


the mouth eyen of good men, ſaying, Lord how long ? then ſure- 


|ly freedome from all that anguiſh muſt bee received as a point 


| of great grace. O my Bretheren, doc you imitare ©Abimelech 


his hand-maides, and they conceived, for hee had faſt ſhut up evny 
wombe in the houſe of CAbimelech, by which ir may bee though, 
that God ſent ſome gentle ficknefle upon him, by which heewg! 
diſabled from comming neere to Sarah : Now fo ſoone as hee 
did reforme the fault, the Lord heard the prayer of C1trahan, 
and cured him and his houſe. This is a great favour of God, 
to make haſt to our deliverance, and very quickly ro heare ou! 
owne prayers, and the prayers of others made for us, and in- 
ſtantly to 'remove the miſcrics which did lie upon us ; for if the 
long lying on of a croſle bee tedious and heavy, becauſe of the 
much ſorrow it bringeth, and many complaints it wringeth from 


'in the ſpeedy mending of your faults, that the Lord may. allo 
favour you ſo much as to remove your crofſes quickly, If ini- 
' quity bee in your heart, pur it from you, and remooye it out of 
your tabernacle, and then your light ſhall ſpring as the murning, 
' one of obs friendes ſpeaketh tohim. Bur when we linger and holde 
' finne under our tongues, and are loath to caſt it away, no wonderit 
| : : 

| God doe take us in our owne nets as it were, and make ſorrowesand 
croſſes linger as much upon us. Make haſt to obey God and amend 
' your lives, that he may alſo make haſt to heale, Theſebe Abymelecss 
- METCIES, 

The croſſes that the Scripture telleth us of, are no more but 


' one onely, viz, God did ſtrike him with ficknefſe and weake- 


nefie, and his women with barrennefle, and this crofle was rather | 


then in anger or diſpleaſure againſt him. Sickneſſe of a mans per- 
ſon, wife and family are crofſes, but ſometimes the Lord = 
| end 


{ 


(ns Ns 


ſend them upon men in favour, to prevent divers finnes, which 
elſe. hee knowes they would have commirted in that time, if 
\ &- | health had continued, Let us not murmure againſt GOD be. 
| cauſe of ſuch croſles, - but rather take notice of his goodneſle \ 

in the ſame, eſpecially in point of ſickneſle, if it linger == 
us, and thinke thus with our ſclves, how many finnes might I have | 
runne into, if this bodily fecbleneſſe had not kept mee within dores. | 
And when wee bee ficke or otherwiſe affe&ted, ler us rurne our | 
thoughts round abovt us, ro finde out if any ſuch thing be, ſome | 
ſinne that wee ſhould have runne into bur for ſuch prevention, See | 
if thine heart have not harboured ſome unconſidered fault, and fur- | 
er the health of your bodics, by turning ficknefſe into pur- | 
ging phyſicke for your ſoules. So have we finiſhed the example of | 
[this King. 

| Somewhat abour that time, there lived foure Kings, whoſe ; 
| [names are recorded in holy Writ, but nothing at all for their 


T he Sodomites, Cuavr.ag,&c, 207 


\praiſe, T heir names were, 7. CA mraphel King of Shinar , that Foure Kings, 


is, 2s it is thought, of Chaldes, or Babilen, where it may ſeeme | 

| Wl [tha Nimrod creed a Monarchic, and it may bee that this man | 

| \was fome ſucceſſor of his or one of. his Poſterity, and would | 

\needes inlarge his Monarchie ſo farre as the land of Canaan, with | 

'vhom was joyned .Amoch King of Elkaſar, Chedarlomer King of | 

Elon, and one Tyaall King of Nations. What theſe Kings were? | 

| 'orwhether mentioned in Heathen Stories or not, it mE'ters not to | 
|enquire. But here they are patternes of unjuſt violence in | {* ve 

; |'Wxre, They had the keener ſwords and therefore would make | 

. themſelves Lords over other Kings, and compell them by brunt 

n 'of Warre to receive their yoke and acknowledge ſome Ho- : 

| mage, Nothing more uſu2il then for porent Kings to make ar | 


leaſt unneceflary Warres for their growth in greatneſſe, ma- 
h ny times they doe not ſo mach as alleadge a ſhew of title , 
0 (but their owne ambition is the ground of their | uy and ſome- 
l-| I [times they pretend moſt frivolous titles. So doe they diſquict 
of (themſelves and others, and cauſe much innocent bloud to bee 
1 hed, almoſt inforcing their Subjets ro become wilfull murde- 
ters. 
it | Wee muſt blefſe God'thar hath cauſed us to live now a good 
nd time under peaccable Princes, ' and muſt inforce our prayers to 
nd! If [God begging the like mercy (till, The Conquering fide is often | 
| Y} \more miſerable by finning, then the conquered by ſlaughter or 
captivity. Bur God doth uſe theſe great Cockes of the game as 
bit | MF [inſtruments of his Juſtice, to puniſh the naughtineſle of thoſe 
kt) }} [that abuſe peace, and become more wicked by ſo great a be- 
her | Y |nefit. Let us learne to take licede of wickedneſle, "that the "God 
l, of Heaven may not alſo make us a prey to violence and ambi- 
_ ton, And though you bee not Kings, to whom | ſpeake, yet 
ad l pray you take heed that you runne not into the ſame fault, 
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Their maine 
nnc vas ta- 
king Lot 4- 
mone the $9» 
domitcs. 


{that theſe Kings though not in ſo high a degree, uſe ng 
' injuſtice and injuriouſnefſe and violence ſo much as your Tory 
| er places will ſuffer, a Weeſell is a ravenous beaſt as well ag, 
| Lion. 

| But the maine finne that theſe committed, and which brought 
| upon them their ruine was this, that they would needs take Ly 
| among the Sodomites, Suppoſe the Sozomites did owe them Hy. 
mage, and-gave jult cauſe of quarrell, yer was Lot no Sodonte, 
nor Patron of their rebellion. They ſhould have ſpared him, 
that never had beene their ſubjet, nor done them any wrong a 
all : Indeed if Lot had gone to Warre againſt them, and invql. 
'ved himſclfe in the Sodomires evill cauſe ( if their cauſe were 
| evill) hee was juſtly taken captive with them, bur the briefeng:.) 
| Farion ſeemeth rather to intimate otherwiſe, Chap. 14. verſe 1, 
| 


12. They tooke the ſubſtance of Sodome, and their wvittuals and wn 
| their way, and they tooke Lot alſo and his ſubſtance, for hee dwelt! 
in Sedome, intimating as I ſaid, that hee was taken not in the bat. 
tell, but in the ſpoiling of the City afterward : but you ſee what 
is the manner of inſulting conquerours , they ſweepe away all 
they meete, and every thing and perſon ſhall bee good bootie 
that lies within their reach , but they ſmart for this ſpoile ; for 
hence was cAbraham juſtly occaſioned to put forth his courage 
for the reskue of his Kinſman , and ſo were they deprived 
of the whole vifory, becauſe they ſpared not a man whom they 
| thould have ſpared. Ir often falleth out, that one a of inju 
ſtice looſeth much that otherwiſe was juſtly gotten, Beware of 
| ſwallowing ill gotten wealth, it hath a poyſonfull operation, and| 
| like ſome ſuch evill ſimple in the ſtomacke, will bring up the! 
| good foode together with ill humours : Ir is ſaid the King of 
| Sodome had rebelled, ſo intimating a kinde *of juſtification of 
'the Warre with him , but it is not ſaid that Lot had rebd- 
led, and therefore they ſhould not have ſeized on him for 
; the Sodomites ſake, Ule juſtice and take nothihg from any man 
that is due unto him , neither puniſh any without right, 
chicfely touch not a good man that fearcth G O D, unleſle his| 
| faults require that hee bee made ro ſmart for them: G OD a; 
| beare the carrying away Captive of many Sodomites rather thenof 
one Lot, 

Now conſider how God humbleth theſe great and inſolent Con- 
querours, that carried all before them, hee armes _Abrahoms 
 gainſt them with ſo much wiſedome and valour, that hee (es 
| upon them by night and diſcomfits them, afore they could well 
|rell who it was that foughr with them. So it falleth our often, 
that God doth beate farre greater armics by the farre fewer: Hee! 
that feareth God and hath a juſt cauſe, neede never bee diſeours- 
iged from battell, becauſe his companies are but few. The 


God 
, of Warre whom the Scripture cals 4 man of Warre, caries yi | 
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ty to that fide where hee pleaſeth to joyne, and tell mee if hee 
haye not moſt times given the greateſt viRories to his ſervants, 


when their enemies power was ſuch as farre ſurpaſſed theirs, 
Some iru# in and ſpeare, but hee tht maketh 
mention of the name of God, he is in beſt po- 
ſibility ro become a victor, Take 
heed of making God your cne- 
my, that maketh ene manto 
chaſe ten, and ten to 
flie before one. 
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SE a BEIOLS TEES 
THE FOVRTEENTH 
EAAMPELE, 


OF 
The Sodomites. | 


Es. oo—_—_ 


EE are come along in CAbrahams time to 
the Sodomites, Concerning whom the Holy 
Ghoſt found nothing ſo much as like to any 
vertue, which might be commended or imi- 
tared in them, unlefle perhaps, it may have 

Y alittle reliſh of vertue that the King of $S9- 
) dome after Abrahams yitory over the foure 

» Kings, Gen 14.1721, Went out to mecte A- 

braham, and willed him to give unto him the 

perſons, and take the goods for a booty to his owne uſe. There 
may ſeeme to be aſmall ſhadow of gratitude in that hee was wil- 
ling that Abraham ſhould enjoy the ſpoile, but if wee conſider the 
marter better, this will ſhew it ſelfe to be rather a vice, for firſt, hce 
doth not ſo much as thanke Abraham for his hazard and paines in figh- 
ting withthoſe Kings, that had vanquiſhed himſeclfe and his confe- 
derate Kings, and made Captives anumber of his ſubjeAs, and alſo 
that whereas both perſons and booty were all Abrahams by the 

Law of Armes, becauſe he had wonne them. in hattell, yet he is 

bold ro demand the perſons as if they were due unto himſelfe, 

Wherefore Icannot perceive any good at all inthis King,or any of his 


ſubjects, | 
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The Sodomites 
had no yertycs 
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generall. 


Their el Bit for their faults and vices they be many and great. The Holy 


Ghoft ſpeaketh of them in generall and more particularly, Firſt jn 


gencrall,Gen.13.13. that they were wicked and ſinners before the Lox 
exceedingly, and Gen.18.20. The cry of Sodome and Gomorrah « ws] 
and their ſinne 1 very grievous, Loe you may ce in them, that the! 
wicked nature of man is apt to become out of meaſure finfull, andty/ 
bring forth cxcceding grievous finnes, and ſuch as make a mighty 
cryin the carcs of God, even as it were wearying his patience and 
challenging his juſtice for revenge. As a thing beginning to rot 
beeomes excecding rotten, even till it come to be very filth anddin, 
and a man beginning to tumble downethe hill, makes no ſtop till he 
come to the very bottome of the hill. For both Gods righteouſ. 
neſle is offended and provoked to puniſh them for apreſum 

and wilfull finne, by giving them over to their owne blindneſſe 
and hardneſle, and to Satans power and temptations, and alſo Satan 
is carncſtto thruſt ſinners forward in the pathes of iniquity, thatif i 
were poſſible, hee might ſatisfie his hatred againſt mankinde, by 
making them all as bad as himſelfe, arid alſo corrupt nature it (cle 
finding pleaſure, delight, and content in finne, is made more and 
more prone to finne, and ſo proceedeth further and further, till the 
Lord ſhall ſtrip them by oppoſing of his juſt vengeance, and cutting 
them off in the midſt of their wilde race. | 

Learne we therefore to take heed of the beginnings of evill, and 
to licenſe our ſelves tocommit any finne out of a conceit that it is 
ſmall and little, or yet becauſe wee meane to doc it bur once, and 
then anend, for ſinne once committed will quickly returne to temp: 
us againe, and will more cafily ptevaile to breake forth the ſecond 
time then the firſt,. and the third then the ſecond and fo forward.” Tis 
naotin a falling mans choice and-powerto ſtop himſclfe when himſelte 
pleaſerh, nor inone that is ſinking in deepe waters to ſtay himſclfe 
from ſinking to the very bottome. And alittle finne doth .burmake 
way for a greater till at length there be ſpace enough for the greateſt 
of all to cer, yea harder it will be to abſtaine from the fowleſt and 
moſt grieyousat the laſt,then from the very leaſt of all at the firſt,pre- 
ſume not therefore to finne out of any ſuch conceit. 

Againe, if wee have ſinned in ſmaller degrees of evill; or once or 
twice done amiſſe, let us make haſt to repent and turne, humbling our 
{ ſelves and craving power and helpe againſt our owne naughti 
otherwiſe it is certaine, that extremiry of the moſt horrible wickgd- 
,nefles will grow upon us, and wee ſhall become like them of Sodowe, 
grievous ſinners, and exceeding wicked before the Lord, and ourfins 
alſowill grow ſorooring, as to waken the Lord out of his lumber of 
patience and forbearance, yea and if God have ſtopped usin thepaths 
oſfinne, and not left us to the higheſt degree of wickednefle, we mult 
acknowledge his goodneſle in keeping us from ſuchexceſſe of naugh- 
tincfle, and beware of boaſting our ſelves becauſe wee are not ww” 


naught; for did not a divine power reſtraine and bridle corruption, - 
l | 
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'hold it downeas it were by ſtrong hand, there is no man inthe world | 
ſo civill and ſo moderate, but hewould breake forth into the greateſt | 
exorbitancy of wickedneſle, as the leaſt coalcof fire iF it be nouriſhed 
with fewell and incited with blowing, will undoubtedly breake forth | 
into a conſuming flame within a lire ſpace of time. If we be lefſe 
evill then others, God is more good to us, not our ſelves more gogd 
in our ſelves. Every carkafſe would breed wormes if it were not im- | 
'balmed or ſome way preſcrved from putrifying. | | 
But now wee procecd to conſiderthe finnes of Sodowe more particu- 
larly. Firſt, as wee finde them recorded by Moſes in Geneſes, next 
zsthe Prophet Ezekiel doth afterwards taxe them by way of upbrai- 
ding Iſrael with the ſame abhominations. The firſt finne noted in the | 
| Sodomnites is, Gen. 1444. that having ſerved the King of Shinar twelve | 
| yeares, inthe 14 they rebelled. Thoſethat have beene ſubdued by | 
another Prince, and received rhe yoke of ſubjeRion at length, cove- | 
nanting Homage and obedience (as in ſuch caſe they alwaics doe to 
redeeme their lives by their ſervice) upon ſuch and ſuch conditions, 
made betwixtthe conquerour and conquered, are very weary of the | 
yoke for the moſt part, and watch all advantages of making themſelves | 
free againe by rebellion, whenſoever they thinke themſelves ſtrong | 
enough to juſtifie and beare out thcir rebellions : but withoutdoubtr, | 
[this courſe is ſinfull and unlawtull, becauſe it is a manifeſt breach of an. | 
oath and covenant, which oughtto be firmely kepr amongſt men even 
though 2a mans covenants be made to his owne diſadvantage. There- | 
| fore wasthe Lord greatly diſpleaſed with Zedekiah the laſt of Sato- : 
' mons race Ithinke, that fate on the throne of David, becauſe he re- ' 
 belled againſt the King of Babell Nebuchadnezzar, who had conque- ' 
\redtheJand and made himſelfe King over ir, for ſo ſaith Zzekie! the | 


| hall he breake the covenant and bre delivered ® as I live ſaith the Lord 
God, ſurely tn the place whoſe oath hee deſpiſed and whoſe covenant hee_ 
| brake, be ſhalld dic, and wer, . 8, Secing he deſpiſed the oath by brea- 
king the Covenant when he had given bis hand and hath done all theſe—> 
| things, hee ſhall n8t eſcape. The Lord you ſceis offended with ſuch 
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T acir linnes 
in p«rticular, 


| 4. They rcbel- 


led, 


| Propher,Chap.17.ver.15. He rebelled againſt the King of Babel in ſen- | 
ding bis Ambaſſadours to Egypt, ſhall beeſcape that doth ſuch things ? or | 


|akinde of rebellion and puniſherh ir, becauſe ir is as you ice a deſpi- 
| ling of an oath and breachof a covenant, For indeed this is the way 
'totrouble the world and make warres everlaſting : though ir be a 
ult in a neighbour Prince without juſt cauſe and ground, to make 
Warre and conquer his bordering neighbours and bring them under 
his yoke; yet when God by his providence hath made him conque- 
rour, and the weakeneſle of the. conquered hath drawne them ro ſub. 
jection, and now covenants and agreements of peace have becne 
concluded upon, the breaking of the covenants doth violatetherules 
of truth and faithfullneſſe amongſt men, and breeds new troubles and 
| | [Þroylesthere, where might have beene much peace and proſperity 
| © they would have beenecomented to have borne the yoke; as Jeremy 
1s 
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ded not by 
their chaſkiſe- 
ment, 


| 2. They men-| The next is, that when the Lord did ſcourgethem by the hand of 


is wiſhed to command the Kings whom Nebuchadnezzar had cop. 
quered that they ſhould doe, Chap. 31. 2.----9. The Lord then, 
that is alover of truth and peace, doth not likely leave ſuch rebelli. 
| ons unpuniſhed. G 
This therefore muſt cauſe us to deteſt much more, as a much more 
plaine and fearcfull crime, the finne of rebellion, againſt thoſe more! 
rightfull Kings and Princes, tro whom we owe more ſubje<Qion, as; 
being both naturall borne ſubjeRs, and alſo having tyed our ſclycy 
by an oath of allegiance and loyalty, for the more confirming of us 
in our duty, and ſtronger tying our conſcicncesto it. And the Pope 
that raketh upon him ( for his owne advantage you may be ſure) 
| todifſolve and unlooſe ſuch oathes, diſpencing with them, and pre. 
| tending to free mens conſciences from the obligation of them, and 
from all darger of finne by breaking them, carricth himſelfe ex. 
ceeding wickedly, and is moſt exrreamely injurious to the conſci. 
| ences of men, and to the peace of the world, and maſt impudently 
| bolde againſt the name of God, and the ſacred and inviolable power 
of an oath. Bee you advertiſed, that this is to ſet himſelfe above 
God, in undertaking to diſpence with an oath taken by the holy! 
name of God, which the Lord himſelfe did never yet diſpence 
withall, for hee that diſpencech with the conſcience, muſt be Lord! 
of the conſcience, and hee that ciffolveth an oath, muſt be greater! 
' then he that bindcth to the oath, and Þy the oath, and thart is the 
| living God alone, whoſe Name is invocated in an oath. Where- 
fore abhorre you this man of finnes impious boldneſle, and leane! 
alſo to abhorre a!l manner of rebellion, learning of Salomon, not to 
meddle with the ſeditious, but to feare God and honour the King, 
' and ſhew all good fidelity and allegiance unto him for conſcience, 
| Reb<llion againſt our Kings cannot be ſeperated from rebellion agiinſt 
| God, and this alfo is like the finne of witchcraft or Idols. If Iſa! 
rauſt beare the yoake of the King of Babel, how much more every 
people of rheir naturall Liege, Lord and Soveraigne? And thisisthe 
firſt ſin of the Sodomutes. 


Amraphel and his confederates, ſo that they loſt the day, and many 
of them their lives, and the reſt their liberties and their goods, and 
after delivered them againe by the valour of Abraham, they were 
not any whit amended by this chaſtiſement, but their wickedneſſe 
continued ſtill ro make the ſame our. cry and ſhrill clamour in the cares 
of God, as he rold Abraham before. It is a great wickedncſle, not 
to profit by correQtions; Hee that hardeneth his heart being often nt- 
proved, much more correted, ſhall ſurely fall into miſchiefe, God 
| complaines of Iſrael, why ſhould yee bee ſmitten any more? and againe, 
thy children would receive no corre{ien, It is agreat provocationtoa 
' man againſt his inferiours, if he have puniſhed them for any offence, 
; and cannot finde them one whit amended. Incorrigibleneſſe increa- 
| ſeth wrath in all ſuperiours. For, firſt it is a fruſtration of their hopes 
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[nd labours, and thart is tedious. Secondly, it is a proofe that the 
offcndcr is nrerly heardened in an evill courſe, and that doth ſtop 
the way againſt all further proceeding of elemency, and makes juſtice 
arme it ſclfe with vengeance, when mercy would be but abuſed if 
ir ſhould ſhew it ſelfe. Bee warned therefore to compare your 
owne ſelves with theſe Sodomiztes, and judge berwixt the Lord and 


cn BW. oro 


your ſelves, if you alſo have not profited naught by his correcti- 


ons. 
1 will preſſe the point upon you in reſpe@ of every mans owne 
particular, hath not God affiited thee £ made thee groane and com- 
laine with lofles and croſſes, and more then one or two calamitics, 
and yetafter deliverance granted, you have returned to your vomit, 
and againe are become wallowers in the mire, even giving over 
your ſelves to the ſelfe ſame crime, for which your owne ſoules did 
[mite you in your miſcrics, and rold you plainely that for thoſe very 
things the Lord ſcnt thoſe teſtimonies of his diſpleaſure againſt 
you, ſo great is that aggravation of thy faule, and will cauſe 
the Lord to make his rods more ſmarting, and if finure amend- 
[men upon future and worſe croſſes doe not come betwixr, to 
cut thee of and deſtroy thee at once, as here you ſee in Sodom. 
Indeed the moſt horrible abomination that they did publikcly 
[live in, required ſo extrgordinary and publike a puniſhmenr, 
but the particular fault of "one particular man in a matrer vile 
enon7h though net ſo loathfome, ſhall ſurcly procure another 
nd a ſorer chaſtiſement, or elſe even utter deſtruftion at length. 
Let chis admonition enter into your ſoules, and move you to re. 
'pent now of that hardnefle of your hearts, which cauſcth you 
not to repent upon a former adverſity, or elſe be ſure, that you 
(ſhall treaſure up wrath to your ſelves againſt rhe day of wrath, you 
that doe preſently lie under any hand of God, ſer to the matter of 
fitding outand reforming your offences, and be much more earneſt. 
with God to make the croſle profitable to you in that behalfe, then 
to remove it from your ſhoulders, And you that have come lately 
'outof a crofſe, and now are gotten againe into a large place, beware 
of forgerting rhe hand of God, let the preſent exhortation ſtirre you 
[up to doe better then the Sodomites, Say in your conſciences, was 
[tnot a great folly in them, and a juſt forerunner of their finall ruine ? 
[that captivity tooke away nothing from their ſinnes : why will you 
.commir the ſame finne which you cannot but condemne in them 2 
[They had no publike admoniſhioner amongſt them, that did cen- 
tnually perſwade them to profit by that calamity, and putting them 
n remembrance of the lamentable condition in which they were 
falne, wiſhed them earneſtly to ſtudy reformation of life. God harh 
made you his people, hath ſerled his ordinances amongſt you, and 
caſeth not daily to remember your of your duty : without doubt 
your finne in not being bettercd by crofles, ſhall offend him 10.times 


| 


more then that of Sodowe, and you ſhall finde by Experience, _ 27 
, wilful- 
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wilfulneſſe is the greater, by how much the meanes of reclaiming haye 
beene greater. 

'3. They werd T proceed now to a third finne, and that is their unnaturall filthj. 
eanaturally . neſle, in offering to commit that foule crime of buggery with the 
wad ſtrangers that came to lodge amongſt them for anight, and were but 
| men as they conceived by their ourward behaviour, though indeed! 
they were Angels. Take notice of the Jewdnefle of theſe, worſe then| 
beaſts, and learne to have it in utter deteſtation. Firſt, the crime! 
| it ſelfe. Secondly, the circumſtances aggravating the crime, | 
[6 2P crime] The crime it ſclfc is that baſe and vile, and worſethen bruttſh wic., 
it (cit, | kednefle, of confounding the ſexes which God hath in the creation; 
diſtinguiſhed. For he made the Male and Female, but theſe beaſts: 
would needes ſo much as was in them, take away that ſo neceſſary; 
and uſefull deſtintion, and would have abuſcd Males as if they had, 
beene Females, and turned men into women for the ſatisfaction of 
| their prodigious luſt, and that nor out of a kind of forced neccſluy, 
| becauſe in the boyling of their unruly appetite there was not a woman 
| tobe had, but meerely out of the finnefulnefle of their deſires, which 
| | made them take more delight in that which was againſt nature, and 
| leaving the naturall ſociety of the woman, they flamed in their luſt 
'towards man-kind, and as they had no queſtion wrought villanie 
; one -with another, ſo now they would have violent'y committed 
the ſame outrage upon others, This is an horrible anne, forbidden 
| by God in the Law under paine of death, Lev.20.13. the Apot 
| ſaith, 1 Cor.9. that abuſers of themſelves with man-kinde, ſhall nitink- 
'rit the kingdome of God. It there be any light of nature lefcin a mas 
; minde, he cannot but ſce the wickedneſic of this fat ; for ſecing 
'the Lord ordeined the conjuttion of man and woman, for the in- 
.  peopling of the world and multiplication of man-kind, ic cannot but 
be againſt nature altogether co power out luſt in ſuch a foule faſhion, 
as that it becommeth utterly impoſſible to actaine the proper end of 
ſuch meecing, wherefore they are carried brutiſhly after ſenſuallpler- 
ſure withaverſenefſe from the fruit that God and nature intend, which 
doe give themſelves over to this filthincſſe. This is the crime of $1- 
domitry, fo entitled from theſe Monſters of men that were the fi 
, publike commitrters of ir, But how ordinary it was in Athens and 
| Kome among both Latine and Grecian even Philoſophers and men 
accounted worthy and excellent 2 the Stories will not ſuffer us tobe 
Ignorant, Aad S. Paul affirmes, that the Lord of purpoſe to avenge 

bimlelfe np9" their impiety, in not finding out his true worſhip, 
Rom, 123,24, © <171ng the Image of the incorruptible God into an image made like 
| .5'0 4 corrntible man, avd worſhipping the creature beſides the Credvr, | 
. d 4 give them up unto uncleaneneſſe tn their owne hearts luſts, to diſhomwr | 
ther bodies among ft themſelves, and thoſe that changed tbe truth of 61a, 
| that truch which concerned God and the knowledge of him, into 4 
| lie, and {ertip images of him, did after put out the light of nature into 
| darkneſſe, and the naturall uſe into that which was againſt nature- 
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Now how ſhould it come to paſle, that any one indued with reaſon 
ſhould grow ſo utterly unreaſonable, as to preferre this filthineſſe 
before thit which is agrecable to the courſe of nature £ Surely 
becauſe when luſt hath once taken poſſeſſion of a man, and that he 


doth not finde his expeted ſarisfaRtion therein, then the Divell 


inflameth bis fancics to try new and ftrange wayes of contenting 


himſelfe, untill he have multiplied his finnefull inventions to the 


| uemoſt, and ſpent himſelfe in a fruitleſſe purſuing of what he cannor 
| overtake. 


Now conſider the ſeverall aggravations of their finne, Firſt, in re- 


of the perſons to whom they intended to offer this villanie, even on 
1 ” 


[men that came within their gates to lodge and ſecke ſhelter from | 1.jn refpen of 
| 
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vations of this} 


wrongs. Had they not filthy perſons enough among themſelves to | tte perſons r 


pleaſe their libidinous fancies withall « but they muſt force honeſt 
and vertuous men to ſuffer ſuch anindignity, Luſt is ever the more 
blameworthy in exerciſing it ſelfe, by how much it uſeth more vio- 
[lence to effeR its deſire. It prevaileth by force worſe then by per- 
'{wafion, although wickedly enough either way, for here is a double 
wrong done to the ſame perſon, one of polluting, another forcing 
toſufter. Abhorre you all manner of impurities, but eſpecially loath 
togive luſt ſuch an headſtrong command over you, thar it ſhould com- 
pell you by force and ſtrength to compell others to ſuffer your unchaſt 
offers. And if any man hath by wreſtling, and ſtriving, and might 
even overcome a refiſting perſon, let him bewaile the finne the more, 
becauſe it is the greater, elſe the Lord will violently puniſh him, thar 
violently abuſed another. 

aine beware of offering hard meaſure to a ſtranger, the more 
helpleſſe any man is, the more charity commandeth to pity him, the 
lefſe to wrong him : eſpecially ro be ſo madded with luſt, as that a 
manſhould impure one with filthy afſayes whom he never ſaw before, 
this is to ſhew a moſt licentious and unſatisfiable humour, that is not 
contented, unl&fle beaſt-like, it may have any it ſees at any time, 
[That luſt will know no bounds which is carried after every firanger, 
and itis the property of luſt, when it hath overlaſhed more then it 
ought, to disdaine all bounds and limits. Perhaps theſe Angels ap- 
peared in the forme of very beautifull young men, and that might 
cauſe the filthy Sodomites to caſt libidinous lookes upon them, bur 
'howſoever it was, luſt doth not confine it ſelfe alwaycs to beauty, 
'Risof a raunging humour and loveth variety, and might it have all 
inthe world bur one, it would not be pleaſed without that one alſo, 
8 other defires in their kindes are infinite and inſatiable. 
| Another aggravation of their wickedneſle, is from the perſons that 
committed it, not one vile fellow, or three or foure companions.in 
villany, conſented together to a ſuch a hidcous part, but all the 
men of the city, ould and young, all from every quarter aſſembled 
together, by which it is manifeſt, that rhe City was univerſally cor- 
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rupted, and that there was not a civill honeſt man left amongſt _ | 


whom they 
would haye of. 
tered this vil- 
lany, 


2,In reſpeRt of 
the perſons 
that commit» 
ted it, | 


| bur all were turned abhominable buggerers, and did rake pleakure 


The Example of Cu A Pel9,& 


| either to aR thar filthineffe themſelves or to ſee it ated by others, 


It is a fearefull thing, when fuch grievous crimes grow commog, 
when all commir them or like of them, none reproveth, none op-| 


| poſeth them, but every one makes another worſe then he would be, 
| and no man will thinke that wicked, which is done by each man inthe 
| towne or countrey, as well as by himſclfe, Men follow finne amaine, 
, when they ſwimme downe the ſtreame of example unto it ; 
| make themſclves bold tro doe what all doe, and can hardly make 
themſelves belceve they offend in going with the heard as it it were, 


'O let us refiſt the overgrowing of ſinge, the overſpreading of all, 


that it benot as a ſpreading frerring leprofie : Seldome is it, that hi, 
\deous finnes grow common, bur that ſome common vengeancefal. 
lowerh, and yer you ſce the natureeven of the worit finnes to be ſuch, 
'that they will ſpread themſelves by little and become univerſal d; 
ſeafes, and when every wan haththem, none knowes how to be aſty 
-n:2d of them,or careth to curcrhem. 

But ſee here the old decrepir goares, that were now ſcarce able 
ro ſce or heare or wag abroad, yct theſe had as luſtfull mindes asthe 
[youngel! there, and whar they could not a& becauſe of weakeneſk, 
yet the ſtreogrth of their unmortified luſts did make them delight to 
behold, and attempt to performe ſo farre as they could. Ir is not 
that will quench luſt, this fault ftriketh in the fancy and will nor 
cured by bodily inabilities, they can love to ſpeake wantonly, andty 
attempt this worſt of evill, that yet arc impotent throughage. Bt 
ah, it is a moſt undecent thing to ſee the ſinnes of youth prevailingin 
times of age, it were monſtrous to behold greene apples on a ne: 
in witter, Ifthe froſt of age cannot nip the bloſſomes of libidinow 
deſires, how great was that hcate ! who can thinke that he tad 
mortified in other things, where nature afforderh lefle helpe, tha 
hath not prevailed againſt the things that ſhould even die of then 
ſclves. Burit isfure, that length ot cime will not conquer his hatelull 
paſſion, unleſle grace be granted from above, the elder adultererhs 
the moſt neighing, he defireth ſo much the more, by how much he 
can effe& lefſe, as you ſec it in ſome kind of creatures whom the 
knite hath cauſed to ceaſe to be perfet males. O if any old mans | 
| mongſt you havea wanton heart, head, hand, tongue, and giycs hin- 
ſelfeto pleaſe himſelfe with dalliances, and laſcivious geſtures, wor 
'and carriages, let him be exceedingly abaſed in himſclfe, rhe cor- 
|{ideration of ones anciemneſſe makes the leaſt attempe in him mar | 
| loathſome, thenany aR inayoung ſtripling, ſo long as one is car 
| withthe fervour of youth to ſuch offences, there is hope tharagenill 
| temper, bur in whom theſe fires continue ſparkling, when hisbody 
iis lirtle warmec then adeadcarkaſfe, what hope can be conccivedot 
'his amendment £ what charity can thinke- that hee will even bee 
\chaſte? for hee is not chaſterhat cannor, bur hee that will not be lai 
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a « | 
But ſee here young men as well as old, the Holy Ghoſt nameth | 
not alone men come to the vigour of their youth, but eventhe youn-| 
ger youths that were ſcarce paſt child-hood, theſe alſo learnt of 
the elder, and it pleaſed them to be preſent where filthy deedes wete | 
done, Verily, child-hood will ſoone receive the infeRion of luſt, | 
and there is ſcarce a finne that will ſhew ir ſelfe more carly inimita- | 
ting thoſe cvill ſpeeches or ates ir heares or ſees; young ones will | 
drinke inthis poiſon greedily, and will ſhew that themſclves are of | 
kinnetothe elder, by bendingthe ſame way. How carcfull therefore | 
ſhould elder perſons be, to forbeare all fuch wordes and carriages 
before theſe buds, as oy begin to ſeaſon with evill roo too timely 2 
and why ſhould any be ſo naught as yer ſome parents have beene, to | 
delight to teach their childeren iibidinous ſongsand carriages 2 ſome | 
loveſinne ſowell, that they delight to inſtru young ones in this foule | 
and obſcene trade. Hath any amongſt you ſpare out this venome in | 
the preſence of young ones, to make them ſooner wicked then <clſe | 
they would £ O how very great is his finne, whoſe filthineſle will 
live in anothgr when himſelfe is dead. A man hath more cauſe to 
| bewaile the contagion of his luſt in this kinde, then the luſt it (clfe in | 
| bimſelfe, he may kill ir by repemance,bur what will he doc toſtopthe | 

| contagion inanother. | 

| Againe, the fault is exceedingly aggravated from the manner of | z, From the 
doing. Firſt, they carried themſelyes moſt impudently in this may | Pp do- 
ter, they ſtucke not to tell their minde plainly, bring them out to ws, | * © 

ſay they, and they doe not pretend any honeſt errand, nor will ſo 
much as goe'abour the buſh alittle to ſhelter their naughrineſſe, ill 
opportunity ſerved to put it mn praQtiſe, but as if it were the, moſt 
honeſt occaſion that might be, they proclaime, that wee may know 
them, The Holy Ghoſt abhorrethturpitude of ſpeech, and therefore 
delivers their meaning in a modeſt phraſe, but whither they affeted 
any ſuch modeſt vaile of ſpcaking, its greatly queſtionable, ar leaſt it 
is more probable, that thoſe which would declare their mindes fo 
openly and ſo loudly, would utter it alſo as broadly, for ſhame is the 
onely pull. backeto theſe kinde of looſe ſpeeches. Men feare to ſpeake 
proſſely, becauſe they would not be thought ſo vile as to delight in 
ilthineſſe, and he that would be knowne to intend ſuch aleudneſle, 
no queſtion but he would alſo pleaſe himſclfe in che worſt phraſes he 
could invent. 

Impudency in finne, eſpecially in this finne againſt which God | 
hath pleaſed to arme corrupt nature with ſome degree of ſhame; for | 
were it not a matter of reproach to offend in this kinde, how few would ' 
{live chaſtely in their younger and wilder dayes? nay ſcarce in their | 
elder. Mens credit is dearer to them then their ſoule, pleaſure would 
conquer conſcience in thoſe in whom ir cannot conquer vaine-glory: 
but I ſay impudency in all finncs, chiefely in this finne, doth make 
f out of meaſure wicked : they canner bluſh,ſaith the Propher, they de- 
(ler their ſinne like Sodome, they know not how to be aſhamed when ; 
#_ 


Ifa.3.9, 


mm 


_ — —>  —— =» - D_—_—_ 


220 [G8 N, ' The Example of Cn ave.19,&) 


- ' 


— — — 


had done evill, It is afigne that a may hath tript hizaſelfe of the 

| nature of a man when he begins not to þe aſhamed of finne clpeci. 
| ally not of this finne. A beaſt hathnotthe ondetending to iben] 
| theturpitude of evil], therefore he cannot be aſhamed, ſo the ſhame.) 
leſſe isturned into a yery beaſt, having loſt rhe ſence of good and! 
evill : ſuch aone,it any, hath gotten to himſclic that which is called 
a reprobate minde, a minde that cannot tric or proove thingy, that 
can put no difference, 

Therefore learne to preſerve ſhamefaſtneſle in your ſelves, andto 
now how to bluſh,it is the colour of vertve in the younger {ort,which 
ſhould onely therefare be ſeparated from elder perſons, becauſe they 
ſhould rhen be more perfe& thento ſay or doe things that might oc- 
calion it,clſe impudencie in vice is the more loathlome by how much 
the head is grayer; Indeed want of ſtore of bloud will not giveſp 
rcda hueto the cheekes, but if anold an be not more confounded! 
within himſelfe for his wickednefle then a younger, ir is a figne tha: 
his, 2ge hath proficed lirile in ability of judging, and diſcerning eyill/ 
from good aad good from evill, It any amongſt youyfinde himſelte 
to havea brazen fore-head, that isnever a whit abaſhed at che doing! 
| of cvill, chicfcly of wanton deeds, that he cares not much who fer 
| or knowes, what dirt is harboured in his minde, he isneere neighbay 
' to 2 Sodomite. | 
|  Burasthey didit impudently, ſo moſt wilfully, for when Lu 
loving dehortatians, _y (as any but a brutiſh perſon would have cqt- 

ceived) offcrs of that which might have better contented them, then 
that which they propqunded (even his owne twa daughters virgins) 
yet they grew diſdainefull rowards him, ſtand farre of or beyond, the 
word is, approach beyond, as much as in our phraſe, get thee farther of, 
[and oor won of great inſolencic, that being a ſtranger w 
{needs make himſclfc a Judge, (He rakes upon him as a chicte rulerin 
the conceit of a wicked manthat ſecekes tq drive him from his fone) 
they fall to threaten, that they will deale worſe with him then with 
'rhem. So gentle words did rather cxaſperate them, then anythy 
| Mitigate rheir eagerneſle, therefore the Angels pulling in Ld 
[them into the hauſe, Crike the men with blindneſſe, a kinde of gi 
 dincſſe of braine and dazeling of eyes, liketo thoſe that have fed of 
ſome kinde of roote that makes them little lefſe then wilde and mad 
forthetime, thcy could not finde the deore by groping, and yctea 
'rinued ſtill ro wearie themſelves by groping after it. 
| Hercis thegreareſt obſtinacy and wilfullneſſe in ſinning that could | 
; be imagined, whennor alance no loving diſſwaſion could withdraw | 
; their mindes from ſuch a ſhamefull attempt, but even the heavic 48d | 
| immediate hand of God was unable to pull them backe from cont | 
| nuing in their horrible and cueragious onſets. God might by force 
| bold them from doing theevill, but from indegvouringtg doc # 00- 


— 


thing would, hinder; to be ſo haxd.hearted in a fiatyll courſe, tha) 
| neither words nor blowes will {ſo much as interrupt. aman | 
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naughtineſſe, or cauſe himto turne a little aſide, or make a little top 
in it, but thathe ruſheth like a horſe intothe barcll, plunging him- 
ſelfe in itlike a madman running to drowne himſelfe,and with violence 
ſtriving torid himſelfe of them that ſecke to hinder him from wor- 
king his miſchictfe, this may ſeeme as high a degree of finning, as thar 
ofthe Sodomites. 

O rake heed that ſinne lay not ſo faſt hold upon you, let it notbe 
ſo abſoJute and mighty a commander. I pray you examine your 


obſtinately in ſome other kinde, as the Sodomites in maſculine luſts, 
at leaſt whether you have not diſcovered the ſame faults in lefler de- 
grees, and know that more deepe remorſe and wounding of heart is 
neceſſary ro be ſought after by all men for finnes that. have ſo many 
weights attheir heeles to make them heavier. They muſt rend our 
ſoulcs more, which are laden with ſuch conſiderations, Was not the 
finne grofle £ Yes. Did 1 not commit it preſumptuouſlys Yes. Did 
Inot commit it ſhamelefly « Yes. Did I not commir it wilfully : 
Yes. Did Inorpeſiſtio it againſt dehortaions * Yes. Was I ſofu. 
rious that ſome ſtrong hand of God befalling in-the inflane could 
not hinder mee 2 Yes. O then how Sodomitical? was this finne, and 


and breake all bands as ta commit ſuch acrime in ſuch a man- 
ner. | | 

But here is one fault particularly to be noted in Lots fonnes in Law, 
their Father ſought to gerthem out of that place, and ſo out of that 
plague, and-therefore by commiſſion from the Angels, went forth 
rothem, acquainted them with rhe perill and beſought them to ſave 
themſelves, they count his words no better then the doating dreames 
of angld man, and will not be mooved artall, unlefle it be ro laugh 
athim, and ſo they burne with the other Sodomites, becauſe they 
would not belecve their danger. Thus doemen yet ſtill pull perdi- 
tion on themſelves, the Miniſters of the Goſpell preachto us to the 
| 7 egg that Lox did ſpeake unto his ſonnes in Law. Come 
Out of ſuch and ſuch a finne, for God will ſurely deſtroy the com- 
mitters of it, and what ſucceſſe doe we meete withall? After man 
an houre beſtowed in ſeeking ro make men ſee, that ifthey doe Cuch 
things, they ſhall not inherit the Kingdome of Heaven, bur ſhall fall 
into the Lake that burneth with fice and brimſtone, wee have no 
other fruit, our words appeareto thenvas if they were the words of 
one that mocked or we? in jeſt, they will not be made tothinke 
that any ſuch danger is necre them. Tell mee, I beſeechyou what you 
thinke ? might not Lots two ſonnes have cſcaped this fire of Sodome_ 
if they would 2 What was the cauſe of their periſhing, but becauſe 
they would not belceyetheir Father in Law 2 alſo they might have 
left the City with him and cſcaped the brimſtone. Surely beloved 
you ſhall be able ro _— nothing at the laſt day-to make your 
| ion more tollerable, for why doe you perifh but be- 
| V 3 cauſe 
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ſelves, whether you have not ſinned grofſcly, boldly, wiltully, and | 


how ſhovld I wonder that I ſhould ſo farre ſurpaſſe all bounds: 
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cauſe you will not give credit to the threats of God's and Jy. 
bour to leave all finne which you may as well indeayour to lems, 
if your wilfullacſſe did not hinder, as Lors ſonnes might have left 
Sodom. | 

If you ſay,we could not beleeve thoſe words. 

I anſwer, truc, but even as theſe wretches could not beleeve their 
| Father, becauſe by hardening themſelves in evill they had made 
| themſclves obſtinate againſt every thing that croſſed their carnallde. 
fires. It is a fearefull finne Brethren, to be no otherwiſe affeRed to 
the threats denounced againſt your finnes by Gods Miniſters, then 
| as theſe graceleſſe young men, even to thinke them bur words of 

ſport, counterfeir words which have no truth nor ſubſtance inthem, 

but were very mockery and ſcoffage : ſo thought theſe fooliſh fel. 
| lowes, butin the morning they were made to feele wharthey would 
| not beleeve ar midnight, when they ſcorched inthe flames, they in 
| vaine repented cheirill entertainement of their Father in Lawes { 

| ches and perſwaſions, and ro no purpoſe wiſhed that they had beene 

over-intreated by him, A number of you live in the ſelfe-ſame 
| finne, hee that threatens hell-fire and deitruftion again(t you, for 
your drunkenneſſe, filthinefſe, revenge, worldlinefſe, fis counted 4 


mocker, an idle fellow, that knowes not what hee ſaith, but muſt 
ſay ſomething when he is gotten into his Pulpit, and no more recks-| 
ning doe you make of it: but when death hath carried your ſouls! 
to hell, then you ſhall too late accuſe your owne folly, and wih 
you had hearkened with more belicfe. O accept theſe threats with 
faith, that they may draw you- out of finne and fave you -out of 
hell. . 
Ocher Gancs | The finnes of Sodowe related by e<Azofes you have heard of." 
, | » 3* | 
of the Sodo- | The Prophet Ezekiel by 'way of upbraiding Indah, relates ſome, 
_— other finnes together with this, as you may reade, Ezek. 16. 49. 
mn Pride, fullneſſe of bread, and abundance of idleneſſe were in bo, 
and in her daughters, and they firengthaned wot the hand of the pore 
and netdy, they were haughty and committed abhomination befaf 
mee. 
Pride is a great, Firſt, the Holy Ghoſt telleth us of their pride, - this is agrievois 
_ vice, pride of heartis afearefull finne. *Tis like agreat ſwelling in 
the body, which unfitteth it for any good ſervice, and is apt top 
ics nature ful-! trifie, and to breake and runne with foarhſome and: foule matter. $0! 
ly diſcovered. | goth this pride diſable the ſoule from any good dury, and- a If 
breakes forth into moſt odious and filthy deeds that cauſe itto beted- 
| ous to God and-man. The Scripture often condemneth it, and po 
nounceth heavie threats againſt it, Pſal.73.5. a wicked man is bl 
med, becauſe pride compaſſeth him is « garment, he weareth | ot 
| himſelte as fome faire at gorgeous robe of which hee is ſo fare 
from being aſhamed, thathe rejoyceth in it, and thinketh hij 
'to'be made more comely and honoattible by ir, and Prov.$.43. hee 
| faith, rhe feart of God is to hate pride, amongſt other things thietens- 
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med. It muſt needs be concluded to be a fearcfull cffence, the ha- 
tred of which muſt needs ariſe from the feare of God. Ir is bla-' 
med in an Hcathen Nation, 1er.48.29. Wee have weard of the pride 
of Moab, he s exceeding proud, his loftineſſe, arrogancie and pride, and 


113.13- that hee will weepe in ſecret places for their pride, And our 


armie ordered for the bartell, he is alwaics in the fi:1d as it 'were 
with his troopcs ranked and ready to give the onſet and rake every 
adyantage of doing him miſchicfe, Sa/omen ſaith, Prov.1r.2. When 

ide comme:h then commeth a fall, a man is apt to runne into moſt 


proaches when once hee giveth pride the poilcfſion of his hears, and 


ceſlary forerunner of ruine, it is an Harbenger to note cur a lodging 
| place for miſery and calamity, and Chap.29.23. A mans pride ſhall 


bring bim low, truly low enough, even as low as hell ir ſzlfe, for 


comes, and the fruits which it produceth. The roote of it is no- 
thing but ignorance or follie or bothz Ignorance is the not knowing 
of whatone ſhould know, Folly the not uſefull conſidering of whar 
one doth know, and were not the heart made ſtarke blinde with one 


a minin his very Creation that he comes of duſt and nothing, and in 
hisfinfull corruption, now much more meane when he is of his Fa- 
ther the Divell as the Scriprure ſaith, nothing but the ſpawne of 
Hell, and a very baſtard miſ{-begotten by the Prince of darkenefle, 
and {ubjeRt to ſo many miſerics here, and ro ſuch a weight of eternal 


(Gun. T he Sodomites, Cnarig,&c, 22; | 


the hawghtineſſe of bis heart. The Prophet faith of the Tewes r00, Chap. 
| Saviour reckoning up that abhominable litter and broode of finnes | 
| which have their originall in mans heart, that is, his corrupr in- | 
ward diſpoſition, among the reft nameth pride, CAlarke7.22. And! 
how mach God haeteth this vice, is evident by the threars which in 


his Word he hath thundred againſt it. S. Peter ſaith, 1 Epiſt. Chap. 
5.5. God reſiſteth the proud, hee (ets himſelfe againſt him as in an { 


hamefu!l fauſts, and fo to bring upon himſclte the greateſt cf all re- 


after, Prov.15.28. Pride goes before d:ſtruttion, This finne is a ne- | 


| mult ir not ncedes caſt him lowand low that makerh God hisurrer 


ſe muſt be aloathſome vice, if wee conſider the cauſes whence 


[ 
| 
' Iornorance 
1 what? 
Folly whar? 
I 


orboth of theſe vices, it could never ruſh into pride, For ſo meane is | 


miſery hereafter, rhat if he wereduely informed of this baſeneſſe,and | 
{did rightly belceve ir, and conſider of it, hee could nor poſſibly be | 
puffed upwith a good conceir of himſelfe, Bur his high fancies are | 
ever ſtrong and working in him, when his heart is ſo filled up with | 
darkeneſſe and-blindnefle, thar either he doth not at all or not ccr- | 
tainely know theſe things. A: drunken beggar will carry himſelte | 
like ſome Emperour,'and he cares for no man, becauſc hc hathnot the | 
wit totake notice of his owne baſcneſſe. So it is with the proud | 
man, ſo very a foole heeisthat hee cannot inſtrut himſclfe of his | 
owne contempriblencflc, and therefore he is apt to be lifted upin hims- | 


elfe, now folly and ignorance be ſo vile things themſelves, that no 
eaturall ifſue of them can chooſe but be like themſelveseven finfulland 
Ficked. V 4 '  Againe, 


| 


| 


—_— 


- +» ce Be 


| 224 


_—_— 


'G E No The Example hs Cu a Pole, 


R-- —— ID 


; Luke 18.1 4. 
| 1:1,23.9, 


Jer.1y.17. 


| before his judgements come upon them, hee faith, if you will ng 


| Again, the cffcQsof it areexceeding huntull, the puniſhments it 
' cauſerh the Lord co lay upon men are great, as you heard he. 
| fore, he is a profeſſed enemy to him, hee hath threatned to pull him 
downe, Hee that exalteth himelfe ſhall be abaſed. God will marre the! 
| pride of men and ſl aine their excellencie, and he plagues them oftenin 
their bodies and ſtatcs, by giving themup to ſuch abſurd carriages, as 
| doe pull ruine upon themſelves, and alwaics in their ſoules by giving 
'them upto the hardneſle of their hearts, ſo that they be of allthe 
| moſt impenitent and irreformable, and therefore it is ſaid, that when 
| God will convert aman he covers his pride by chaſtiſements, and 
| when Jeremy chargeth the people to amend and give glory to God 


 beare 'my ſoule ſhall weepe in ſecret for your pride, noting that this fil. 
thy pride doth evenſtop up the cares againſt all wholcſomeadvertiſe. 
'ments.O how fearcfull a vice is that which curs off the way toall 
amendment, by turning away the eare from recciving inſtruction,the 
|principall inſtrumentof working amendment? 

But it produceth many finfull carriages in all reſpedts. = 

Firſt in reſpe&of all perſons. Secondly,of all ſtates. Thirdly,of all 
| qualicies. For perſons, ir makes him in whom ir ruleth, and fo fart 
AS it ruleth rebellious againſt Gods precepts, carelefſe of his promi. 
ies, and regardleſle of his threars, ſo that hee deſpiſert; and con- 
|remneth all the authority of God, and will not beguided by hiscom-| 
ſell. Caine was a proud man you all know, hee would neverell 
have killed his Brother on that quarrell whereof you heard. Now 
when God himſelfe came to admonifh him and diſſwade him from 
thar murder, it was all in vaine, hee would not hearken to God, 
= continued to harbour malice till it brake forth into bloud- 

ed. | 

In reſpe& of men, for ones ſelfe it makes him ſelfe-iſh,all for him- 
ſclfe, not regarding who be hurt ſo himſclfe bepleaſed, ſelfe-willed 
and heady, fo thar no counſel! will rule, but hee will head ſtrongly 
like amadded beaſt runneorn, in his owne race, as the Capraines that 
came to Jeremy for counſcll, becauſe they were proud men, andss 
the Scripture notes would not accept of his counfell. And it-fills 
him full alwaics of diſcontent, fretting and vexation, nothing, no pet- 
[ſon can pleaſe him, he is ſtill finding faults, juſt like one that hath | 
a ſwelling upon his hand, ſomething or other toucheth it Riill and} 
| drives him to out-crics. 
| Andforothers, towards his ſuperiours he is undurifull and will not 
| heed their words nor be ruled by chem. He thinkes himſelfe roogood 
to receive their correion or reproofes or chaſtiſements,and grows 
worle ratherthen better. For his inferiours he is likely tyrannicall 
| Lionlike,and cares not how he diſgraceth, and wrongeth, and over-plF | 
| niſherh chem,raring and ſtriking and laying about him even fornothing| 
or as good as nothing. . For thoſe that are more proſperous thel) 


| himſclfe and cxcell him inany thing he is ever cnvious and ſpite! 


ee 


| 
| 
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and malignes them for it. For thoſe that arc below him,he is ſcorne- | 
full and diſdainefull, and infolent in deriding and fleighting them, | 
for his equals hee is arrogant and infolent coo, ſtill lifting himſclfe | 
above them ind preferring himſelfe before them. IF he meete with | 
menin agoodeſtare he grudgeth at them, if with miſcrable men he 


ſcornesthezand paſſer by them pirtileſly, if not ſcoffingly. And | 
; towards all in generall, he is contentious and froward, -ready to picke | 
| and proſecute quarrells, ro make rhe worſt of every thing, and to rake ( 
' al! withrhe left hand ready to work in proud wrath, quickly angry, | 
| and apt to vent his anger in lofty and ſcornefull ſpeeches, compa- 
rings,revilings,upbraidings, If he deale with friends,he is unthanke- 
full, they muſt behis ſlaves till ro humour him in every thing, alſo | 
all former goodturmes, are forgotten; towards his enemics he is in- | 
figitely revengtull,- cares not what ill he doththem in requitall, and | 
will ſcarce ever forget an imaginary wrong. I mecane ſuch a one as | 
dah ſeeme none to any bur himſelfe, and thoſe whom he hath made; 
crooked by a falſe and partiall relation. Thus in reſpe of per- | 
[00s. a | 
For eſtates give him adverſity, he is ſullen, dogged, impaticng,can- 
not ſtoope toit : blamesevery body for it and carcs not what ſhifts 
he uſcth ro get out. Give him proſperity, he abuſeth ir and doth 
miſchicfe with it, at leaſt doth no good with it but makes it an in- 
ſtrument of ſerving his pride and other Juſts, ſo that hee is good for 
nothing in any place, he can ſtoope to no burden, nor buckle to no 
ſervice, being juſt like a goutic legg, well ncither lying ſtill nor ſtir- 
ing,or a ficke body neither well a bed nor up. 

"_ qualities,the good qualities of others he knowes how to vitiate, 
traduce, calumniateand make them ſeeme vices, and will have ſome- 
what to ſay to blemiſh them. For bad qualities he makes them worſe 
then they be, aggravates them by miſ-relating,: and turnes them into a 
jeſt and laughter,ſcorning rather then pitying him in whom he thinkes 
they be, asthe Phariſce did the Publican, His owne ill qualities, he 
will not fee, he will not confcfle, he will not mend, but hides them, 
excuſes them, detends them, and many times boaſteth inthem. His 
good qualities he marres and corrupts, and doth ſo lift himſelfe up 
or them, that moſt times they be even troubleſome to others and re- 
proachfull ro himſclfe, he knowes them ſo too well and makes fo 
[too much of them, rhat no man clſe can finde any commendablc- 
nelſe inthem, they be but matter for bragging and boaſting and tel. 
linggay tales of himſelfe, what.he hath done or can doe ſo it makes 
his vices worſe, and turnes his vertucs even into vices, Can that be 
other then a moſt hatefull and filthy vicethar bringeth forth ſo many 
bad effets? and yetall theſe and many more that I cannot reckon up, 
doe moſtapparantly follow from pride in what degree it ſelfe is ſuffe- 

redto prevaile in men. 
Now Ipray you beloved ſearch into your ſelves, and looke abour if 
you cannot ſeethis vice abroad in your neighbours. Let me Mr” = 
is 
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this queſtion to cach of you, doc you know never a proud man 
in the Towne 4 and doe you ſce never a one in the Church 
whom you judge to be full of prides , you would, anſwer this 
queſtion in your owne hearts, Doe you ſee or know a proud man 
or woman in the place where you dwell 2 1 am afraid, you that 
be poore will looke upon the gayer cloathes of the wealthic, and 
ſay without doubt they be monſtrous proud that muſt weare ſuch 
gay things about them, when others of as good carth as them. 
{clves goe almoſt naked or ſo fimply clad. And I feare, leaſt you 
that are wealthy will finde cauſe to blame ſuch aone and ſucha one 
for pride, becauſe their carriage is ſo and ſo: many of you can ſee 
| pride (Idoubtnot) peeping out ofthe poore mans rags, and craw- 
' ling like avermine out of his meane garment: yea, you that be 
' poore, I feare will finde a great deale of pride abroad, you willng 
 returne without finding it, for in truth it is a fruit of pride to finde 
; pride every where but in ones ſelfe. Therefore I recant this ſpetch 
'now, and I pray you leave that forreine inquiric, and come you 
' home every ſoule to himſclfe, and ſearch at home each in his owne 
; boſogne, hoyſe, carriage. And tell mee or rather God who ſpeakes 
| to each, art not thou thy ſelfe ſomewhat a kinne to the generation 
of Sodome ? a veſlell in whom the Divell and fleſh hath laid upadealk 
of pride. 
You may perhaps aske me,how any man may know whether he be 
p_ or no, I meane oycr-come with pride, full of ir, over-ruled 
it, 
br ſpeake to thee that- art poore and courſely clad, Doe not you 
thinke that you are as good men and women as thoſe thar are 
lier clad * and if you had as good ſuites and ornaments as they, 
' you ſhould be never a whit inferiour to them : have you not theſe 
; kinde of vying buzling thoughts in you? in truth, this is nothing 
; but pride. And you that arc richer, doe younot count theſe poore 
 {\nakes almoſt nothing 2 the mudde, the ſcumme, three-halfe-per- 
ny creatures, lefle then duſt almoſt to you, muſhroms, ſhrubs, veri- 
ly, theſe thoughts proclaime you to be monſtrous proud, and if 
you goc away with them on cither fide and find them not, ſtop 
them nor, blamethem nor,it is certaine this vice hath a ſtrong partie 
in you and in very deed doth over-maſter you.” Tis pride of heart we 
 ſeeke for, and 'tis nothing but pride that ſets up theſe briſtling 
thoughts in you. | 
But yer I ſhall give you another note, nothing is aſurer proofcot 
| over-ruling pride, then this, that a man ſees no pride in himſelf, 


| 


| naturall roall mankindeas iris to be borne with eyes in their heads, 
| with a mouth, with an heart, with a liver, with braine : The 
| vital! parts of our body doe not more ſurely come into the world 
, withus, then this vitall part of the body of death and of corrupt- 
;on. Nowif you have never ſcene it nor could meete with it N 


neither will confefle it to his owne heart : Tt iscertaine, this viceis8|- 


the 
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the effects of it, ſo asto know it, it is onely becauſe you are igno- 
rant and blinde, and the more ignorant of your corruptions the more 


| proud, When vices be not, feene, they be not lamented, nor re- 
\bſted with {pirituall weapons, nay not with natural! good conſide- 


the more they grow, theſtrongerand bigger they be, and rhe more 
they rule in him in whom they be. It it were not therefore for 
want of underſtanding, by this time a great number of you might 
| | perceive that you deſerve to be called ſonnes of pride, for your 
| {clves cannot denie, but that you have in a manner alwaics denied 
| your ſelves to be proud, you never ſaw it in your hearts, nor con- 
eg before God with ſecret ſortow for it ; Lord Lam very proud, 
(ſuch and fuch cffcAs proove mee to be very proud. And without 
[doube, hee thar never did thus ſtrive to mortific his pride, cannor 
but be a very proud man. Loe now I have ſhewed you how to 
finde out your pride, by not finding it out, and this is the ſureſt way 
of finding ir, where ic is moſt it hides ir ſcelfe moſt from his eyes 
in whom it is, like the foandarion of a building that is under ground, 
though it beare up all rhar is above the ground, or like ſome fecret di- 
ftemper in the inwards that ſhewes not it ſelfe but by its effects. 

Bur ler mee tc]l you what pride is, that you may the better know 
itand acknowledge ir when you meecte with it, -I ſhall deſcribe it 
in the words of an excellent deſcriber of vices. The inordinate de+. 
| fire of ones owne excellencie is but an effe of x. The Apoſtle 

S. Paul tells you moſt briefcly, and yet moſt clearely, whas itis, 
| when he faith, If a man thinke himſelfe 10 be ſomething when bee. is no- 
| thing, hee deceiveth himſelfe. Loe afingular definition of this vice. 
It is that vice, by which a manthinkes himſclfe fomerhing when he 
is nothing; whereby hee makes too great reckoning of himſelfc, 
judging himſclfe ro be berrer then hee 15, raking himſelfe for gald 
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rations neither, and the Icfſethey be reſiſted, the more they grow,and | 


when he is but copper, for a goodly thing when hee is but dirt, for 
ſomething when hee is nothing, faith our Apoſtle, - Pride isthe vice 
of over-prizing himſclfe, ſetting roo much ſtore by himſclfe, as a 
childe out of his folly makes a great account of a white pibble- 
ſtone, ſo man our of his folly makes great reckoning unduely of him- 
lelfe, ſers too high a price on himſelfe, as a coverous over-reaching 


could not bur confefle that he is nothing, bur hee doth. with him- 
ſelfe as ſome folkes, doe by Dogs and Monkies, they know they 
be paltry carrions, beaſts, yer they ſet great ſtore by rhenvand make 
pretious account of them for rheir mindes fake, fo doe we men by 
jour ſelves, notwithſtanding the imperfect knowledge of our nothing- 
nefle, andthis isthe pride of heart which wee ſeeke for. O ſee tt, 
fee it, that is ir rules incach of us naturally, every ſonne of TH dam 
makes an over-grear account of himſclfe, ſets himſelfe at too 
I- high arate, for ſo flender is the knowledge of God that hee ſets 

1 |moreby himſelfe then by God, and Iam fure that isto ſettroo much 
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Chapman on his wares. | A man if he would conſult with himſelfe | 


Pride what it 
1S?. 


Gal.6,3. 
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by himſclfe. A man counts himſclte ſomething thatis nothing, yea 
| heaccounts him that is nothing, more then him-thatis infinitely 

| then all things. Judge you if there be not cauſe that God ſhould reſiſt 
him in whomthere isrhis vice regnant, this highthing thar lifts it clfe 
againſt the knowledge of God. 

I ſhall ſhew you the degrees of this vice now. They be two, 
predominant and mortified, predominant where it is not depoſed b 
the power of ſanRifying grace, which alone killeth ſinne, and ſor 
ruleth in all men naturally, and will rule untill the Lord beſtow his 
humbling Spirit upon them, which making them firmely to beleeye 
the dorine of mans milſcry begins by little and little to daſhthem 
quite our of conceit with themſclves, and toefteeme themſelves the 
baſeſt of all creatures almoſt, even creatures worthy to be damned 
and moſt vile therefore. But when pride is thus caſhiered by the, 
| entring in of true humiliation, there it no longer raigneth, there its 
continually obſerved, the cvill fruite of ir noted, arraigned, condem.' 
ned before God, and many an heavy ſigh and ſupplicarien is ſentyy 
to God againſt it; and there it is not a King, a Commander, there 
is not imputed, there it doth not denominate the man, but where it 
is not thus depoſed and dethroned, it is not marked, the ill fruirs of 
it are not drawne- before Gods tribunall, they are nor forrowfully 
confeſſed, nor carefully reſiſted, there ir is the Lord of the hear, 
and there it doth raigneand is imputed, and doth denominate thema 
in whom it is,and he is a proud man, 

Burt now . where it raigneth, it is to be found intwo plaine differes- 
'ces. Intheone itis like unto/a beaſt that is fed far at graſle, or is wel 
| rovendred with -good feeding, Juſty and ſtrong, and ſturdy and 
|bolde. In the other it is like unto the ſame beaſt, kept leane and 
poore, and weake and feeble, over wrought, thinly fed, and ill 
provendred ; It is the ſame beaſt ſtill, bur ir ſcarce lookes like the 
ſame, or carries it ſelfe like the ſame: Sometimes pride is fed with 
wealth and honour, and theſe outward things inabundance, and with 
great excellent parrs of nature, wit, learning, beauty, ſtrength and 
\the like, yea and with a kind of fiery temper of body. When it hath 
'all, or many of theſe encouragements and helpcs, it is like a flouri 
' ſhing King that goes abroad in progrefſe among his people; thenit 
'is bold and audacious to produce its ill effects, it dares ſhzw it ſelk 

in irs proper perſofi, and be ſcene by any eye, then will a an affirme 
[to himſclfe, that he is a perſon of ſome yalew, ons rhat hath ſuch 
'wit,cc, why heis T hope a worthy and excellene perſon. So pride 
' will ſtare a man inthe face, and profeſſe it ſelfe if ir !e well helped up 
with theſe outward things ; Bur if it be kept dawne with poverty 
| with meanenefle in outward reſpects, and with great croſſes, then 
| tis ſomewhat fearefull ro be ſeene, then it hides its head, it is like1 
| King brought behind by rebels, who keepes himſclfe within ſome 
| place of fortification, and will not commir himſelfe to hazard, bit 
(ſtill heis a King, and rakes upon him asa King. So pride in ck 
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make a man ſay plainely he is ſome body, heisa perſon of worth, 
Rill in the ſecret of his heart he makes high account of himſelfe, 
and is ready (as I ſaid before) to think heis as good aman, though 
he be notasrich, as learned; yea ſometimes this vice of pride though | 
jening, Yet is like a bad ryrannicall Prince, kept in by fome coun- 
ſellorof ſpeciall truſt, as 7oaſhby Tehojada, I meane, itis a little held 
in compaſſe by good education and precepts of morality, and a kinde 
of reſtraining grace, and then it is farre more moderate in its effes, 
and will not ſo exceſſively bewray it ſelfe, othertimes it is like a tyrant, 
which hath a councell as bad as himſelfe, it rangeth whether it liſteth, | 
when it wants good cducation, and reſtraint of a divine hand to keepe | 
it downe, and then the effeAs of ir be prodigious. Know therefore 
that a man may be under the dominion of pride, though he be not ſo | 
ious and cnormious in the effeRs of it, as ſome others be, and | 
if you will take atrue triall, here it is. I can know what account any 
man makes of a _ by his carriage, when that thing is depreſſed, | 
tbuſed, wronged, vilified, and ſo may I know what account I make 
ofmy ſelfe by my demeanour in occaſion of ſich uſage. 
When you have learnt how to find out this finne, if you pleaſe, 
will you learne alſo to ſubdue it? the way is firſt to marke the fruites 
of it, as they breake forth in your lives; which fruits we have diſ- | 
covered before. Impatiency, bragging, contention, envying, 
{cighting and deſpiſing of ethers, and eſpecially working in — 
wrath, that is, falling into ſuch extreame fits of anger, that a man 
cares not almoſt whar hee ſaich or doth to them that haye angered 


| 


him. 

Secondly, When you finde them tofall upon them with ſorrowand 
lamentation, arraigning and judging your ſelves for them before 
God, and labour to make your ſelves ſeemebaſe in your owne eyes be- 


Y of them. 
rg To pray heartily againſt it, and to beg the Spirit ef God 
limble you and caſt you downe. There is a thing that looketh 
facwa like humility, and it is nothing but a heart a little kept 
with croſfes, or with education and good inſtrutions, this 


may be found where the Spirit of ſanRification is nor, bur true hu- 
fly isan effe& of Gods Spirit thoroughly ſanRifying the heart, A 
manby being conſcious ro himſelte of his owne naturall imperfeRions 
nd defes may be kept alittle under, ſo that his pride will not fo 
boldly lift up it ſelfe, but no man depoſeth pride from raigning, 
but by the _—_ of God, ”_ muſt therefore intreat the Lord by the 
operation of his Spirit ro ſubdue your pride. 

Laſtly, You muſt exerciſe your ſelves in good meditations, con- 
eerning, Firſt, your naturall miſery and meaneneſſe. Secondly, your 
ſpirituall. The naturall ſcene in our birth, life, death, entrance into the 
world,continuance in it, departure out of it. 

'Firft, how little and mcancare we ip reſpe of our entrance, what 
by we come from at firſt, and originally but very nothing? there | 
X was 
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' wasatime when we were not, having atone a poterniall being, thati 
| a being not yer in being, but alone kt up 2.it wero in the eanks 
| of itz yea there was a time when wee were not in any fecon 


cauſes, bur alone in the omnipotency of God, who was rigs 
make us of nothing. And ſurely, that which comes from nahi 
can be no exceeding cxcellent thing in it fcltc, and if it bave 
excellency, it hath it from another, to whom all the glory of jt 


not gold, filver, braſſe, ixon, wood, or any more then common 
thing, buteventhe duſt of the carth, for you have heard bow LUdw 
was formed. Doubtlefſe the Lord did this of purpoſe to miniſter 
matter of humbling men unto their meditations; for if I came from 
duft, I ſhall ſurely {favour of mine originall; 2 thing made will haye 
2 r<liſh of the matter whereof it is made, unlefle ur receive an excee. 
ding great change, therefore Abraham confeſſed unto the Lord, 1 
duſt and aſhes, Call we our ſelves by that name feriouſly and often, 
and duſt cannot ſwell : it may be blowne away, it cannor be pub 
fed up. | | 

Bur let us looke upon 2 man in the courſe of his life, and harwis 


reference to the good he hath and can doe, and to the evill he hahoy 
is able to doe. The good he hath firſt is excceding little, compwed 
to that which God and Ang#s have, as no man will deny that (hull 
make the compariſon; Now he ought it he were wiſe to compar 
himſelfe with his betters, and not with his inferiours. Set a manin 


[pound of weakeneſle and vatiity, all he doth know, all he can knoy, 


| and to doe more, one Angell can beguile all men and deſtroy all 


|oallance toa beaſt he is ſome body, he hath reaſon, wiſcdome, and 
the like, ſerhim inthe ballance with God, heis a mcerc foole, acom- 


15 teſſe then nothing. Yea compare him with an Angel, how filly 
'is he, how feeble one Angell is able ro know more then all men, 


pl 


yea if you compare him with bcaſts, he hath a little more wit 
| moſt of them, bur they have ſtronger bodies, perfecer ſencey) ak 
able to teare him in pecces, and can live without him many of hey 
better then he without them, ſo that he is more beholding to thenh 
| then they to him, So his good is little, little knowledge in re 

' of what God and Angels have, and in reſpect of that he once 

; and might have had ſtill, bur that himſclfe deprived himſelſe oft. 
Little ſtrength even in compariſon of beaſts, and muſt continue here 
| but for a litrletime. : 

| Againe, this little is all borrowed, itis none of his owne;' hehab 


: 1. The Example of" CGua p.19, C0) 


duc. Yea what was the matter of which God made us atthe firſt? 


it of meere curteſie, and from the goodneſle of another, ſothat be 


leth for a borrowedthing ; or if he-doe, who doth not befoole himfor 
\ir? If amanthar hath no horſe be friended witha good'one,! ſhallhe 
be proud of it? and isnotall we have borrowed ? 


| is not to be counted better for it, but alone more indebted : whoſwel- 


mode: bur as ſervants which have charge of their maſters 
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Nay thirdly muſt we not be accountable for all'we have, fo ps | 


muſt 


—_ —_ —— Re —oaOlCQ ocCuC_ _=ouccwwwwwwwwuuwwwwwweHAw = 


—O remeron —_—_ — — _— - — 


a IMS LA___c A . ©... 05. Aon 


Ska S=D07©7 


OO 


Gu N. The Sodomites. \C a ar.ig,&c. 
and muſt anſwer how they have ordercd ir, ſhall ſuch a perſon bee 


roud? 
| And laſtly, what we have is uncertaine too, 'tis moveable 'tis flce- 
ting, wee may looſe it we know not how ſoone 3 we arc like te- 
| weeke or minute : itill becomes ſo meane a thing to thinke well of it 
{elfe. 

Now for the evill we have, that is much and our owne, that is 
inſeperadle and inayoideable, it is great. O ro how many and ſore 
crofſes is every man ſubjeR 2 to diſcaſcs, to caſualities for goods, 
tomadncſle, to injurics,andto a 1000. unhappineſſcs, from which nci- 
ther wiſcdome nor ſtrength, nor riches, nor lugh places can fence and 
ſave himzc{pecialiy to the vexation of hisowne heart ,which is enough 
to make him miſcrable though he were'rid of all ocher evils. And 
[theſe evils are come unto him as duc puniſhments of his owne ftnnes, 
as fruits of his ill deſervings, and as effe&s ot his owne folly, and 
miſery is ſhamefull as well as bitter, when it is juſtly imputable ro 
the perſons ill carriage thar ſuffers ir, becauſe his faults have broughr 
iton himſeclfe, and this cvill is properly his owne, becauſe he owes 
itto none properly but to himſclfe, neither can any care of his pre- 
vent it, but he ſhall be ſo during life, and-ever as he lives longer ſo 
ſhall he be ſubje& to more miſery. Indeed ſome men ſcape in this 
world with more caſe then divers others, but every man hath his pox- 
tion, enough to make him know himſclfe to be nothing, and enough 
to daſh pride out of countenance, if he would not hidg his owne eyes 
from-raking notice of it, 

Now looke to him in his end, how litrle; a,tking will kill him £ 
ahaite, or a ſtone of arailin, the leaſt thing going awzy, -How little 
a place will hold him when he is dead £ a poore winding ſhzete, a 
(coltn, a litre hole in the carth, how little can'he doe then £ nothing 
[but feede wormes and yeeld forth a ſtinking ſmell. Looke upon a 
;man lying upon his death-b<d, - groaning and panting for. lite, looke 
upon him in his winding ſheete and coffin, bound hand and foote, 
and impriſoned in that narrow ſtockes. Looke upon him in his grave, 
r ng and ſmelling and purifying, and I hope you will cafily con- 
fefſe, be hath cauſe to make but meane account of himſclfe, ſo will 
theſe thoughts helpe to chaſe out pride. 

{ But conſider a man in his ſpirituall miſery, he was conceived in 
finne, he is of his father the Divell, he is a flave to finne, a traitor 
to God, He is full ofall wickednefle, deſtitute of all holineſſe, and 
cannot eſcape erernall damnation by any worth or power of his owne, 
but muſt needes finke downe to hell, and be madefucll for that eter-- 
nall burning. You ſce by what meanes you may ſubdue pride, hee 
that findeth ir out and refiſteth it with theſe weapons, ſhall un- 
doubtcdly 'prevaile againſt it, hee that -thinkes himſelfe. free from 
and takes no paines to ſubdue it, ſhall ſurely- bee conquered 


by it. 
And 


X 3 


[nan's at will, that cannot challenge ſo much as a quarter, nay nota | 
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bread, 


Luk. 16.19. 


James, 5.5. 


3. Abundance] 
of idleneſſe, 


Idlenes a great 
fin and why ? 
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| at length may take downe that ſwelling. Ir is to be confeſſed that 
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And let the conſideration of this, that pride is fo foule a vice; 
make you blefſe God with much thankfulneſle for croſſes, atfligions, 
and divers temptations and tribulations, for what be they elſe by 
medicines to take downe pride £ and who that harh a great wel. 
ling in his body, doth not thinke it a benefit deſerving recompence 
as well as thankes, to have a fit medicine prepared and applicd, tha 


the beit of men be too proud evennow, notwithſtanding all the crof. 
ſes they have felt, and finnes they have committed. O how much 
more proude would they have beene had not God made uſe of 
ſuch things to tame and depreſfſe them? And of their pride & 
much . 

The next faultis, fulneſſe of bread, this isreckoned as a fault, an 
either it is ſo indeed, or the Spirit of.God was deceived, who puti 
downe here in the catalogue of Sodomitiſhcrimes. You muſt cither 
grant that fulncfle of bread is a foule finne, or elſe you pnuſt tell the 
Prophetthat himſelfe and the Spirit by which he ſpake were bothin 
an crror. *Tis attributed to Dives in the Parable, hee fared deliciosſy 
_ day. *Tis charged on wealthy men, as one of the finnes tha 
ſhall procure their howling and miſery, you have nouriſhed your ſelog 
iu the day of ſlaughter, meaning, they gave themſelves over to fer 

ing and banqueting ny Tas, A daily - continuall ſtuffing the 
belly with ſtore of ſavoury and delicare foode, is hintfull for the 
body and ſoule too. Uſe abſtinence, feed ſparingly, fare hard and 
_ ſometimes. And ſo muchforthe ſecond fin of Sodom, fulneffedf 
read. 

The third is abundance of idleneſſe, here is the fault it {clfeidle 
nefle, and the, meaſure of it, very much idlenefſe. Idlenefle is afinne 
eſpecially when it growes to be abundance of idlenefſe. Salomon hath 
bent himſelfe ro-the diſgrace of this fault in many of his Proverbs, 
Goe to the piſmire O ſluggard, Prov.6.9, & 9. how long wilt thou ſleepe? 
& 10, Tet alittle ſleepe, 24.30. I went by the field of the ſloathful, 
and by the vineyard of the man void of ander ſtanding, a witleſſe fellow, 
afoole, And the Apoſtle condemanes it in the younger widdowes, 
that they learnt to be idle, 1 Tim.5.13. and many threats are made + 


w 


gout the idle perſon and the ſluggard, 19. 15. 4 idle ſonle ſhall ſuf 
WBzer, ; . 
There arg divers reaſons to prove this fault to be a great finne. 
Firſt, it is a cr6ffing of that end which God had in making man; hee 
\ made-him to be uſefull and profitable as the members of the body, 
idlenefle makes him unprofitable ; hee gave. him a minde andabv- | 
dy, firfor uſcfull and laborionsimployments, he ſpends this ſtrength 
to no purpoſe. # So he doth even thware Gods intention in creating 
all chings, and himſclfe among the reſt, for all were made for labour 
in. ſome fruitfull-matter, as we fecthe Sunn and heavenly bodics, the 
watcrsahd trees; andallthecreatures, : 
Secondly, he depriveth himſelfeof all right in conſcience to foode 
an 
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and other neceſſaries, and maketh himſelfe atheefe in all he catcth' 


Laſtly, this finne expoſgth a man to want, 1dlexeſſe will cloath with 4+ 
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and drinketh, and ſpendeth, for this cauſe S, Paul ſaith, hee that will « Then:4.10, | 
not worke let bim not eate, ſo hee is interdited the uſe of Gods! 
creatures, aSit were aman baniſhed out of the world. A civill' 
right inthe courts of juſtice hee hathto the poſſeſſing of things, be-. 
cauſe of his title to them and intereſt in them, but a conſcionable 
rightro the uſe of them hee: hath not, therefore Paul wiſheth men yer. 11, 
to labour and cate their owne bread, intimating that it is not their | 
owne inthe court of conſcience before God if they gaine not anin- | 
tereſt to it by paines, | 
Thirdly, idleneſſe is a great novuriſher of all vices. It nouriſh«th Jo 
rideand ſelfe-conceitednetie, For the ſluggard i wiſer in his owne> »,, .c .c 
es then ſeven men that can render a reaſon ,, he is apt to filthineſſe | 
and luſt, why was Sodome ſo lewd, but becauſe they were idle ? 
Every temptation doth caſily ſcize upon him that is ar leaſure, and ; 
doth nothing, as a bird that firteth ſtill on atree is cafily hirwith an | 
arrow or bullet. He can have while to hearken to a tempration, and | 
to ruminate upon the evill things which Satan and the fleſh doe 
ſtirre up. In nature things that lie ſtil] gather ruſt, and ſtanding 
water ſoone breeds noyſome creatures, and ſoone putrifies, and el- 
cially idlencfſe makes a man abuſic body, full of medling with | 
other folkes matters, and that for the moſt part to do more hurt then | | 
ood. The nature of man isaQtive, and fit be not imployed in ſome | 
uſcfull thing,it muſt follow finne and vanity. 


rages, his penurie commeth' ke an armed man, and like a traveller, Prov23.21. » I, 
haſtily, ſurely, ſtrongly, it cannor be reſiſted, it will not linger, | ©) 
Hee that followeth waine perſons ſhall have poverty enough ; The ſlug- | & ,s.,,. 
ard will not plow in Winter, therefore bee muſt "fon in Summcr and | & 20.4. 
Lo nothing. And if it fall out, thatgrear meanes doe keepe an idle | 
perſonfrom want, yet hee hath a moſt poore and beggarly ſoule, 
utterly deſtitute of ſaving graces and vertues, for he muſt labour for 
theſerhings thar will attaine them, 

But let us ſee, what idleneſle is. Ir is that vice, by which men | wy... ldleneſle 
refuſe tobeſtow themſelves conſtantly and painefully in ſome profi- | is. 


| 


[doing, as dealing with aflacke hand and working by halves. He | 


themſelves, or diſcourſing with himſclfe about like points, or gives 


tablething, and take leaveto ſpend their pretious time in things un- 
profitable. Some things are unproficable ſimply, as fond and ro- 
ving thoughts, tatling and vaine words, ſome things are unprofitable 
accidentally, in reſpe of their exceſle, as ſports and paſtimes, and | 
ſleepe, and eaſe, and fitting Mill, and in reſpe& of'the manner of | 


that will not continue to take paines inthings uſcfull and bencficiall 
to himſclfe and others, but whileth out his time in fitting ſtill and 
twatling with others of matters impertinent to him, or uſcleſle in 


himfelfe to cxcefle of fleepe or of ſports, or clſc followes his bu- 
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_ by the halves, chis manis idle, and if hee doc ſo muchand 
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| often and almoſt continually, then is hee guilty even of abundance | | 
| of idlencſle, | | 


I pray youcvery one, ſet your conſciences a worke to finde gx: 
| your owne finnctullneſle in this kinde; Doe not many of your! | 
hands refuſe ro labour * Are you not ſuch as will not worke | | | 
| Some arc idle, becauſe they have beene ſo ill educated, that they 
have not firted themſelves for any calling, they have nothing to doe | 
| nor cannot tell how to beſtow themſelves and their times. Theſe | 
are a kinde of vagrant people, though they have meancs enough tg | 
live of, cyphers, good for nothing, but to cate and dtinke, yer. 
mine, Apes, Monkics, whoſe whole life is to cate and drinke ang 
fleepe and ſport, and (it and talke and laugh and be merry. Theſe 
are Excrements in humane ſocictics, and the moſt miſerable of the 
{onnes of men, as having brought upon themſelves by long uſe an 
habit of bcing idlesbees, and a kind of neceſſny to continue naughy; 
yet ſuch aneceiity as doch not excuſe bur aggravate the fault ; 
others againe are idle, beciule though they have a calling, ye 
they have no mindeto follow it, but are cſtranged from chz workes 
of their vocation, and loveto be gadding and rambling hitherand' 
thither, and every where, but where they ſhould be. Theſe are 
' great offendors, this idlenefle turnes their foode into poyſon, | 
{uch {loarhfull doe-naughts there arcinthe world. There be ſome! 
ſervants ſluggiſh, flow-backs, whoſe hand is no ſooner from under 
the Goyernours eye, but that it is alſo off from the worke, andthey 
leave all and fit downe totalke by the fire-fide, or in acorner being 
'men of tongue,and furcher then cye-ſ{ervice drives them to it, ther 
chiefe imployment is rwattle, 
; Nowlſ pray you, if any be guilty to themſclves of lazineſſe, un- 
, willingneſle ro exerciſe themſclves painetully in their callings, ci- 
\ther with hand or head or both, that they take notice of it, ſure 
| they be of kinne to theſe miſcreants the Sodemites ; now begin to 
. labour in this worthy worke of repenting for thine unprofitable I 
'ving, For ſure, if men muſt give an account for every idle word, 
'rhen other parts -of idlencfle muſt likewiſe bz brought unto the 
'reckon.ing. I pray thoſe that be of the richer ſort, that doe not 
finde a neceſſity of labouring laide upon them for their bellies ſake, 
'to take heed that they paſlc not over their idlenefle as a {mall mat- 
ter. Moſt times riches make men turne Sodomites, they are proud, 
they give themſelves to fullneſſe of bread, and to abundance of | 
idlenefſe, they will nor ſet themſelves to any diligent following of | 
' any good worke, but delight in that which Salomon ſaith his vet- | | 
| tnous woman would not doe, to eate the bread of idleneſſe. Surely the | 
| God that made them as well as other men with bodies and 
| __ firted to doe ſervice, will not brooke their doing of n0- 
thing. 
| And ſecondly, I pray you ſhun, ſhun this Sedemitiſh ſfinne, take 
[not liberty to be idle, bur lay out your time ſo that you ma at 1h 
ortaDly 
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fortably anſwer itto God the Maker of it and of you. Time is athing | 
| moſt pretious, all the wealth under Heaven cannot redeeme one | 
miſpent minate, by how much iris more deare and irremediable, by 
| ſo much ought it ro be more carctully husbanded and warily be- 
| towed. Therefore, be you painefull in your callings, breake off 


| ſleepe ſeaſonably in rhe morting ; ſet cloſe to ſome needfull ations 
inthe day, give not the greater part of your time to ſports, and fit- 
ting idle and diſcourſing of this and that, but follow the workes of 
| your calling, and frame your ſclves to ſome calling, make your 
ſelves a vocation in ſome marter or other, that ſhall be worth your 
time, Paincfullneſle in a calling will kill many vices, it will ex- 
| exciſe all vertues, it will prevent many temptations and finnes: it 
' willmake ones life comfortable, and his heart in good meaſure hum- 
'ble and diſcreete. Itwill be a content ar death, to thinke one hath 
[not waſted his life for nothing. Doe not dare to ſlip away from the 
' workes of your calling but upon good ground, when you are able 
to alledge ſome berter thing to be done inſtecd of it, or juſt occa- 
fon ob intermitring it, for your better fitting and inabling ro it. 1 
doe not commend toyleſomencfle ro you, burdue diligence inyour 
\places, that may cauſe you to differ much from the inhabitants of 
|Sodove, Elpecially, give not your ſclves ro exceſſive fleepe and 
{ſports3 Salomon hath condemned the fluggard and the man that lo- 
'veth paſtime to rhe ſtockes of want, and one way or another 
the Lord will finde a time and meanes to caſt them into thoſe 
ſtockes. | 

Doe not all things invite youto diligence in acalling ſee, what 
care the Sunne hath to runne his daily and yeerely courſe according 
to its proper nature, ſee how all the reſt of the heavenly armic doe 
keepe themſelves in their owne places, and {wiftly performe their 
owne motions. Sec how the waters doe ebbe and flow, andthat con- 
|fancly, {ce how the tountaines make haſt to the brookes and rivers, 
and the riversto the Sea; ſce how allchings almoſt are ſtill ination. 
The carth that keepes in one place, yer 1s ſtill doing ſomething in | 
that place, cither nouriſhing the rootes or the branches of the trees, | 
and other things that grow on it, or clſc gathering heart to ir ſelfe 
todoe the ſame worke better for alittle reſpite and intermiſſion. And 
in Heaven, though theſe naturall aftions ceaſe, yet the ſpirituall 
imployment of living, rejoycing in honouring and praiſing of God 
doth never ceaſe. Quicken up your ſelves therefore to this vir- 
| tue of diligence, itis good for ſoule, good for body, good for 
ſtate, profitable every way, and at laſt will proove eafie and de- 
lightfull too, to him that doth it with moderation. The diligent 
man takes as much content in his moderate "labour, as the flug- 
o in ſomnolency and caſcfullneſſe. So much for this fault 
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A fourth is afinne of Omiſſion, and thar is, they frengthened not | fiengthencd 
the hands of the prore.Whar is that 2 They didnot rclecve his necel-, of the poore, 
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fries with convenient ſupplie, bur gave him cither nothing ar all, or 
but ſo ſmall apittance, as would not ſuffice to give him any comfort, 


Mat,2 5. 
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It is you ſce agreat fault ro be pinching to the poore, and either 
ro'give them nothing,or a very ſmall quantity almoſt as good as no. 
thing. Thercfore he reckons it as aproofe of a good man tharſhal] 
live, Ezek.1$.16. Hath given his bread to the hungry, and hath ©. 
vered the naked with a garment; but when our Saviour came to ſen- 
rence the goates onthe left hand, he giveth this reaſon of their re. 
jeQtion. 1 was ſicke and you did not viſit, hungry and you gave mee 
no meate, in priſon and you came not to mee : and when they alledged 
thatthey never ſaw him in ſuch diſtreſſed cafſes,and withdrew them. 
| ſelves from ſuccouring him, his anſwer is, i» that you did it not y 
theſe, you did it not to mee. When the rich man retuſed to ſell all 
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and give tothe poore upon an extraordinary command from him, 
he lets him goe, and admits him not to follow him, nay by his 
words ſpoken immediately after, it x as poſſible, he excludeth him| 
from Heaven, for he muſt needs be underſtood of that rich manand| 
ſuch as he was. Now if not giving of all upon an extraordinary oc- 
cafion,will ſhut a man out of the Kingdome,then the not giving of ſome 
convenient quantity upon an ordinary occafion, muſt needs procure the 

like puniſhment, becauſethe diſobedience is equall in both caſes. 

The reaſon is, firſt, this is a flat diſobedience to moſt expreſſe 
plaine and frequent Commandements. There is ſcarce a duty ofthe 
{ſecond Table which God hath more plainely laid downe, more often 
repeated, more earneſtly preſſed then this of giving to the poore, 
He therefore that liveth in perpetuall negligence of this dutic, and 
either will not acknowledge it or will not practiſe it, lives in a wil 
full and conſtant rebellion againſt God. Thinke not my Brethren, 
that it ſufficeth to proove a man upright if hee doe not live in afinne. 
| of commiſſion, that is, in the continuance and allowed doing of 
| ſomething forbidden by God. Nay if he live in afinne of omiſſ-! 
on, #.e, inthe continuall and allowed negle&t of a duty commanded, 
this is not to obey God in all things, this ſhewes ones heart is not 
univerſally ſubje&t to God. This prooveth that ſome vice hath do- 
minion in him and that he loveth and reſpeQeth ſomething more 
then God, which cannot ſtand with uprightneſle, yea beloyed this 
bypocrifie which is ſo much over-awed as it were by cleercnefſe of 
knowledge, that it ſcarce dares diſcover ir ſelfe by raking boldneſſe 
| tocommit finnes of commiſſion, but knowes how to hold in with 
' finnes of omiſſion andro give them allowance enough, is ſo much 
' the more dangerous by how much ir is lefle diſcernable. For hee 
' ſeemethto himſclfe to have much to ſay for himſelfe, why thisduty 
| ſhould nor at this and this time binde him, becauſe no afhrmative 
| precept bindes to all times, and ſo hee will ſhift it from himſelf 
.1n ſuch manner, as not to take notice that, hee offendeth, whence 
'growcth the greateſt perill of all. Therefore know you that this 

, unmercifullneſſe to the poore , as prooving that om" 
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bur partiall, and ſothat the heart is not upright is ſure a very great 
finne, 

Bue ſecondly, it declareth that a man beleeverh not the promiſes 
'of God, and(9 that his faith is not unfained. Ir is ſure, that as hee 


that belceveth not all his promiſes beleeveth none, Forif we ſubmir 
to his truth becauſe ir is a.perfe@ truth, wee muſt grant that hee can- 
not lic nor be deceived in any thing, and if wee baild not our con- 
ſenting to his words upon his truth, that cannot be called faith at 
all, Now God hath made ſo many, ſo evident, ſo. full premiſes 
tothoſe that are mercifull to the poore, as no other duty almoſt can 


duce obedience to the Commandement whereto it is annexed, be- 
cauſe eycry man is ſo truly defirous of his owne welfare, that whar 
hee doth ſtedfaſtly perſwade himſelfe will procure good unto him 
with the paines and coſt, forthat hee will ſurely put himſelfe ro the 
paines and rorhecoſt. Hee rheeretfore that is not mercifull doth fot 
beleevetheſe promiſes, becauſe hee doth not obey the Commande- 


other promiſe £ So we have prooved him by this argurnent tobe 
yoide of faith, andis not that a great ſinne which convinceth hind to 
be void of faith in whom it is 2 | | 
Further, no man hath true charity tha liath not a hicaft to cbr; 
firme the hand of the poore; for S. hn makes the coticlafton rlins; 
Hee that loveth not his Brother whom hee hath ſeene, how 6th het love 
God whom he hath not ſeene ? And hee doth bur lie that ſaith hee 
loves a man, unlefſe he be ready toreleeve him, for S. Pad! faith, 
that love i bountiful, wherefore, S. Tohn is peremptory in this con 


| concluſion, ſaying, He that hath this worlds goods, arid ſecth his Bro- 


ther hath neede, and ſhutteth up his compaſſion againſt bims, how duitl- 
lth th: love God? Thar therefore is a great offence, which proo- 


lf 


mites; afore I paſſe from ir, let mee ſhew unto you a neceſſary di- 
intion of poore men. Some are Gods poore as I may rerme 
them, ſome the Divels. Gods poore are they, whom his hand 
croſſing them, or ſome naturall meere indiſcretion of their owne, or 
abundance of charge, want of worke, or the like hath brought into 
nd doth keepe in poverty, The Divels poore arc thoſe whom 
idleneſſe, waſtfullneſſe and unthriftineſſe doth make poore, becauſe 
cither- their hands refuſe to-labour, or c}ſe they conſume it all up ſu- 
perfluouſly when they have gorttery it, The former kinde' of poote 
you ought to ſtrengthen, and the not ſtretgthenirig of rhem is a' 
inge. To ſirengthen the hands of the latter is to ſtrengeheh) 
their ſinne, and therefore their hands muſt 'nor be ſtrenvthened,' 
for S. Pavls Canon is againſt it, He that will not labor ſhall nat cate. 


UE co 


which obcycth notall Gods Commandements obeyeth none, ſo he | 


alledge for it ſelfe. A promiſe throughly beleeved, muſt needs pro- 


mentsto which rhey be joyned. How then doth hee beleeve any | 


| 


'veth that a man hath cither non*, or none but counterfeit cha-| 


I have ſhewed you what agrievous offence this is of the Sodg- | 


t Joh.4.20, 


.t Joh.3.17. 


| 
| 


Two (ores of 


poore men, 
1.Gods poore, 


2. The Divels 
pOore. 


Now | 
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| Now conſider every man of himſelfe, may it not be juſtly ſaid of 


you, that you doe net ſtrengthen the hands of the poore. Are 


| not anumber of you in'your owne conlelences convinced * or if 


'you would not winke, might bee convinced, that you doe not 
' ſtrengthen the poore mans hands. When have you with any wil. 


| 


 lingneſſe given to any poore manany reaſonable quantity 2 Yea,how! 
' backward arc anumber of you to give any thing at all, Here isſuch 
complaining amongſt you of your being ſciſcd too much one, and 
too much another, that it is more then evident, you have litle 


will to part with your money to his purpoſe, I know not wha 
har to uſe, for the faſtening of a1cproote upon aniggard, ] 


will not ſo much as ſtrivetodoe it theretore: But I call upon each 
of your conſcicnces, to become Aa juſt and true \udge” againſt yoy,} 
and to finde out your guiltineſſe and to give you no quiet, 
[tillit have made you confcle the fault and blame you for ir. By 
1, call upon conſcience in vaine I feare, for the conſcience of ani. 
'gard is alwaics abad conſcience, ſo inthralled to the love of money, 
| thar he will not want excuſes tomake himſclfe thinke he need notdy 
that duty by which he ſhould leſſen his heape. But theſe excuſe 
ſhall one day aggravarte the finne, therefore whoſoever is an offen. 
|dor in negleing this duty of ſtrengthening the hands of the poare; 
I pray you give your conſciences lcave- to pale a right ſentence upon 
you, is, that your faith, love, obcdicnce arc in that degree coun. 
terfeir and fained, that youtake liberty to your {clves to be ſlack in 
this ſervice. WNT 

_ And now I muſt require you in Gods name, to take.great car 
thar this finne of Sodome doc not ſhew it ſelte in you which would 
be counted Chriſtians, | ſuppoſe there is ſcarce a Congregationwith. 
in many neere you, that hath beene more urged trothis duty then | 


If God rake it ill of them that they did not eſtablifh the poore 
mans hand, how will he be offended atir in you £ If ever youwill 
have comfort atyour end « If ever you will have arcward of your 
religion? If ever you will be called any thing but Hypocrites by 
your owne conſciences? Icall upon youto reforme this fault,ſtrengthen 
the poore mans hands. 

Thoſe poore that be idle, that be waſtfull, that make themſelves 
poore by carrying the dirty yoke of vice, alc-houſe haunting, @r. 
I pray you chaſtize them, corret them, ſpare not for thelr 
crying. It is no more pitty to heare them complaine, then to 
heare a Woolfe howle when his foot is taken in a ſnare. But 
thoſe that. be. honeſt, ſober and good, and have not put them- 
ſclves into this miſery, bur are put into it by Gods hand. 1 pray 
you-confirme their hands, helpe them to ſuch a quantity of relecte 
as may make their. lives comfortable, ſupply their needs, that 
God may ſupply all your necdes according to, his riches in glory 
| " Chriſt Jeſus. God givcth to ſome more,.ro ſome lefle, thatthere 
'S may 


have uzged you. Sedowme had not the twentieth part of this helpe, | 


| 
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bean cquality through the bounty of the one, notwithitan- 
ing the inequality in gathering. So ir ſhould be coneerning them 
of the honthold of faith, you of the wealthicr ſort that teare God, 
fhould lay all your beads, hands, and hcarts together to take ſuch or- 
der rhat the poorer fort of the ſame place which make care tolive 
well ſhould not be Qver-much ſ{canced. OQ that you would doe foe * 
and ſome amongſt you helpe to ftirre. up others, and to effect the 
matter, as I doe now ſtirre you up all, and would be glad to give 
you an cxample of bountie in this kinde, No one mans purce can 
lupply the wants of all, butthe ſuperfluity of all united would doe 
it abundantly. Why ſhould we not reforme a fault which God 
would not brooke no not in Sedeme? We have done with foure of 
Sodames fins. : <S 
The fift is committing abbomination, hee meaneth that unnaturall 
unclcannefſe whereof we ſpake before out of Ger.:9.9.2nd therefore 
will paſſe it over infilence now, 
The laſt ſinne is haughtineſſe, hee chargeth them before with 
ide, and now here with haughty carriage, It may be concluded 
hes that pride and haughtineſſe be two diſtin things, ſeldome 
ſeparated inpractiſe, but in their nature to be fo diſtinguiſhed, as the 
roore and the branch, che fountaine and the ſtreame, For pride is 2 
vice more inward, the narure of which ſtandeth inthis, thar it cauſeth 
2 man to over-eſtceme himſelfe, Haughrineſſe is a vice more out- 
ward, conſiiting inthis, that it maketh a mans outward carriage lofry 
and high. This is that which S, 7ohn calleth the pride of life, this 
is thatwhich David denicth of himſclfe, ſaying, that his eyes were 
wrt lofty, and it isoneof the things whereto he bindes himſelfe, to 
be ſogreat an enemy, that none of thoſe which accuſtomed them- 
ſelves untoir, ſhould have admittance into his favour and houſe, him 
that hath a high looke and a proud heart will I not ſuffer. Hee names 
an high looke firſt, becauſe it was impoſſible for him todiſcernethe 
proud heart, but by the looke or ſome extcraal efteR of ir. And 
Sdewon narcth it in the Proverb,6.17, as one of the things and the 
firſtin order which God deteſteth, viz. « proud looke, And Davidin 
Pſd.18. 17. ſaith, that God will bring downe high lookes. You ſee, 
that this high and lofty carriage is afinne, the cauſe is, it proceeds 
from pride of heart, irincreaſcth pride of heart in him that ſo decla- 
rethit; it infeteth others with the ſame pride, and it grieveth and 


offendeth them that are not infected, and in all theſe reſpeRs procu- 
reth Gods hand uponthe offender. 

Now looke every one to himſclfe. Art not thou, and thou, and 
thou of an ha carriage « Doth not your behaviour give 
aftrong reliſh of ſclfe-conccntednefle* There be foure principall 
things that diſcover pride inthe outward carriage. The lookes and 
countenance, thegatc and pace, the words and language, the garments 
and ornaments. | | 

' Firſtthe, lookes, when they be big and diſdainefull, ſuch as ic is 
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1 Joh,2,16, 
Plal131.t., 


Pſal. 101, 5, 
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2, The gate, 


3. Words, 
1 Sam. 2,3+ 


4. Cloathes, 


Rom,12.16. 
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eaſier to obſerve where rhey be, then to deſcribe them in.w 
The colourofred, blew, white may cafily be diſcerned by the 
the judge of colours: but what wordes ſhould a man uſe to deſcribe 
ared colour ſo to the fancy 2 as a man might know it without ſcei 
it; ſo hauty lookes are moſt caſy things to be knowne when one ſees 
them, but hard to be deſcribed, and it is ſure, that God would not 
have made ſo frequent mention of proude lookes, but that the coun. 
tenance is very apt to bewray the high heart, but becauſe aman dah 
ſeldome ſee his owne face, therefore this isa fitter ſigneto ſhew pride 
to others, thento diſcover it to a mans ſelfe. 

The next, a proud gate with an outſtretched necke, and mincing 
| with ones feete, or any other affe&ted kind of going, is an a& of 
| haughtineſſe, chat is, a ſerting forth of ones ſclfe unducly, and x 
; demonſtration of pride, and this too may be better perceived: then 
| expreſſed, and becauſe aman cannot eafily obſerve the cartiagegf 
| his owne head and body in hisgoing, therefore it is fitter forthe diſco- 


x 
, 


The Example of Cana P.19;&c, 


very of another then of ones ſelte. 

There is athird at of haughtineſſe, that is, high words, ſpeaking 
| on high, as Hannah hath it 1n her ſong, by way of prohibiting it, 
| When a mans tongue is lofty his heart is ſo, wordes tending to vi. 

lifieand abaſc others, eſpecially when he is angry with them, words 
of bragging and boaſting, that have none other uſe but to ſer upa 
mans ſelfe, and to paint him with gay colours. Threatning words 
that are died with revengefulneſſe, and the like totheſe, they areal 
proude wordes and haughty ſpeeches, and all kinde of diſdaincfull 
and ſcornefull, and upbraiding wordes, tending unſcaſonably to caf 
| a mans faults in his teeth, for no man is coverousto diſgrace another, but 
he hath overvalued himſclfe firſt. 

Laſtly, haughtineſſe appeareth moſt apparently in cloathes and 
the like ornaments, when a man or woman will goe as coſtly and 
gaily. as ever his place will beare, and a little more too; and when 
| he muſt have trimme cloathes, though he goe in dcbr for them, 

when he muſt be fine though he ſpend all he canget on his back, 
when he viecth with others, and muſt have as good things as ſuch 
and ſuch. When in theſc things hee doth not as S.Pasl biddeth, 
equall himſelfe with them of the lower ſort but of the higher, When 
though God have humbled his eſtate, yer he mauſt ſill keepe up his 
port, and by hooke or crooke, make a ſhift to be as gallantas ever. 
This prooves a proud heart, for noe man would beſtow ſo much 
garniſhing upon himſelfe , if he did not count himſelfe ſome body, 
and did not defire to be ſoaccounted of others. Therefore Iſaiah among 
other fruites of proude vanity, ſpeaketh of the many gewgawes of 
the women of his time, by which they ſought ho nindy toſct 
out themſelves. A number of you thinke your ſelves farre thebet- 
ter, when you have ſer up your ſelves with a deale of gaudineſle, 
ſuch lace, ſuch ruffes ſo in thefaſhion. If ir be ſutable to your place 
and meanes, it is no great diſcredit, butifabove, ſurcly it isasgreat 
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a diſcredit as can be, for it isas if you ſhould weare a paper upon your 
heads or backes, in which were writren in great letters as in ſome 
other crimes hath beene done. Bee it knowne unto all men, that bere 
4 proud man and a proud woman, Itis cvena Proclamation of your 

ide and folly, and a telling tales againſt your ſelves, which Iam 


| then that, for it brings your names into queſtion about your truth, 
and if you be females about your honeſty ; there is ſuch a mans ſervant, 
| ſhe is exceedingly flecked up, ſee what a waſe-coate, what a gowne, 
' what 2 ruffe, what a dreſſe ſhee hath, it might wel! beſeeme a mans 
| daughter that would give her a large portion, waatharh this wench 


'to maintaine it £ Is her father able ro doe much for her £ no, well 


[then I wiſh ſhe get it by honeſt meancs, I wiſhchar cither a falſe finger | 


|or an over-curtcous lip do rot helpe her toir. I am afraid Il isnot 
[well that ſhe is ſo fine. This is allthe good this haughtineſſe doth you, 
and will you not leave it 2 
| The Sodomites puniſhments. Firſt, they were taken captives, bleſſe 
| God that you have not fcltthis miſery, Secondly, God ſent fire and 
\brimſtone and deſtroyed them all at once,Pzek.15.49. They were ſet 
forth for an examplc, 1#de.v.7.Sedome was turned into aſhes,2 Per.2.6. 
The ground is now turned into aſalt ſea, called the Dead Seca, 
no fiſh will live in it, the bird that flee over fall downe 
| dead. Thirdly, they were caſt into the lake 
that burnes with fire and brimftone. Let 
us feare the finnes of Sodowme, God 
is able to puniſh us in the 
ſame manner. 


The Sodomites, C 6a e.19, &c. 


ſure you would not doe if you did well thinke of it, yea it is more | 
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i an. | 
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4. TT hey were 
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ID of Abraham 2nd thoſe that lived with | 


him, now we come to Tſaac the ſonne of LA | 
braham, not of his body ſo much as of his | 
Faith, for hee was the ſonne of the promile, | 
the ſonneof the free woman, not of the bond- 
woman, which was borne as S. Paw! faith, 
not by the fleſh, nor by a meere naturall pow- | Rom g. 

er, but by promiſe, by vertue of that gratious 


| 


Tjaac ſignificth laughter, or, bee hath laughed, or, ſhall laugh, a 


| promiſe which God had made with him, 
for this was a word of promiſe at that time, 7 will come and Sarah 
ſhall have 4a ſonne, and in Iſaac ſhall thy ſcede bee called, and wee 
bretheren ( ſaith the Apoſtle) as 1ſaac are ſonnes of promiſe. Now 


name given to him by God himſelfe, upon occafion of his Fathers 


laughter when he heard the promiſe, not out of unbelcefe as Sarah 
once laughed , but out -of the joy which he conceived from the 
afured hope which hee had of the performance of the promiſe, 
and becauſe God filled both Abraham and Sarah with gladneſle and 
laughter a his birth, when they were both olde, and incourſe of na- 
= were now paſt all poſſibility of haying children. 7 
Y 3 ON- 


Gal.4. 28, 


d ; 


His Birth, 


tOowarus Gud 
1, His Faith. 


Heb,11.20, 


Gal 3.8. 
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His Vertzes | Por his Virtues in generall, he was atrue godly man, and was en. 


| Concerning ſac, we muſt ſhew hisbirth, life and death. For his 
birth he was borhe if ttje htndferh yeere of his Father, afid the go, 
of his mother. His Bather was Abraham, his Mother Sarah, both | 
| as good as dead, bur by faith they received ftrengrh to have 4Sonhe 
| at that age. For Faith will make a barren body fruitful, and alſy 
' a barren heart. In in hislife conſider, Firſt, his Virtues and goodnefle, 
| Secotidly, his faults and weakeneſſes. Thirdly, his proſperity and be. 
nefits, Laſtly, his afMi&ions and croſſes. 


dned with Faith, without which no man can pleale God, This Faith 
the Author to the Hebrewes taketh notice of ifhhim, ſaying, By Faith 
Tfaac bleſſed Tacob and Eſau 15 concerning thinzs 80 come, This vertuc of 
Faith is that by which a man beleeverh God in all thar he ſpeaketh 
barely by vertus of his truth and indeceiveable authority. And ag 
ir apprehendeth the truth of all Gods word, fo particularly the tnrh 
of his promiſes, and by name, that grear promiſe of remiſſion of 
finnces, and ſalvation for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt the true Mefſith and 
;Promiſed ſeede, in whom all ſpiritual] bleſſings are conferred upon 
;the ſonnes of men, for it is ſaid, 17 him ſhall all the nations of the earth be 
bleſſed. 

Sookider your ſelves therefore Bretheren, whethec you alſo haye 
this ſame vertue of Faich in your hearts, belceving all that God ſpex 
keth to you becauſe he ſpeaketh it, and ſpecially all his promiſes, 
and by name, that principall promiſe of grace and ſalvation by Chriſt, 
or without this Faith you cannot be the children of God. If you 
have it not, you are ſtrangers from God and from the covenant of 
grace. If you have it, you are his ſonnes and daughters, juſtified 
before him, and accepted in- his fight, through him the Belovedin 
whom the Father is well pleaſed. And therefore labour to getir, 
and to grow init more and more, thar it may exccedingly abound in; 
you, as S.Paul faith it did in the Theſſalonians, Burt beware youde. 
ccive not your ſclyes in a bare conceite of Faith, ſaying you be 
leeve, when indeed you doe not ſo, but let your Faith be a war-| 
king Faith, approoving ir ſclfe by love and by obedience, that {6 
you may indeed be the children of Abraham,and children of promiſe 
'as Tſaae Was, and if you can thus approove your Faith, then rejoyce 
init aboye all things, knowing that you are rich in Faith, though you 
| %ant all outward things, for he that hath Faith hath God to 
| his, andehat is ſufficientro make him happy in the abſence of all other 
things. 

< particularly 1ſaacs Faith ſhewed-it ſelfe, by many excellent 
 effe&s in regard of God.- Fer firſt, he ſubmitted himſelfe to God, | 
to be offered on rhe Altar by his Farther according to Gods cots 
mandexyent,* not making any reſiſtance, - becauſe his Father m 
it ma unto him, that God had given him a commandement 
ſo to offer him, Hard ir is to ſay, whether the obedicnce of cA-| 
frahaw in being willing to offer his ſorne, ot of 1/a 1n yerlding wp | 
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life as well as he loveth his childe. Now CAbrabars ſubdued his 
love of his ſonne unto God, and 7ſaac ſubdued the love of his liferto 
God, both notable patternes of ſincere obedience : This example 
you rcade in Gen.22.9. when Abraham and Iſaac came to the place 


and ſtretched fort 
' at that time was of ſuch an age, that he might have reſi'ted his Fa- 
ther being old, or have got himſelfe free by flight from him, but 
| he gave up himſelfe into his Fathers hands, or rather into Gods 
hand, and yeclded his throate to the ſtroake of the ſacrificing knife, 
Hereby it is apparent, that he began to feare God betime, in that he 
would not withhold himſelfe from God, as his Father did not with- 
hold his ſonne., 

O that we could _— our Faith by the like effets of ir, even 
by a willing yeelding of our lives to him when he dothcall forthem, 
and not refuſe to dic if he ſhould call us unto it for his commande- 
" [ments ſake. God is the author and Lord of our lives, and nothing 


— —= 


u 
ll things. And ſurely in this caſe it ſhall be proved true, which 
'our Lord Jeſus relleth inthe Goſpell, whoſoever will looſe his life ſhall 
ſave it. \ As 1ſaac was partaker of that great bleſſing wherewith the 
Lord rewarded Abraham for his obedience in offering of his ſonne, 
faying, im bleſing I will bleſſe thee, and in multiplying I will multiply 
thee, Neither Father nor ſonne you ſee were looſers, by yeelding 
&- |upthe one his fonne, the other his life into the hands of God, But 
contrarily, hee that will ſave bis life ſhall undeubtedly loofe his life, for 
he muſt neceſſarily die at ſome other time as all other men, and then 
his ſoule»ſhall be loſt rogether with his life, becauſe he loved not 
God better then his life, and he thar hateth not his owne life in 
compariſon of God, ſhall notbe counted worthy of him. 
| Letus therefore ſee thar our ſoules be ſo thoroughly ſubjeted unto 
' God, if ever we defire to be counted the ſeede of Abraham and the 
(brothers of Iſaac. Bur oh how farre ſhort do very many of us come 
'of this obedience 2 for how ſhould any man beleeve that we would 
readily part with our lives for God, which will not part with honour 
'or goods, or pleaſure, yea any of our ſinnes at his commandement. 
| You be not 7ſaacs, if you cannot be content to give up your lives to 


then life. 

This isthe firſt part of 1ſaacs goodneſſe to God-ward, he became 
obedicntto death. 

Secondly, hewas devoute and religious, giventoall holy exerciſcs, 
by name, to meditation and prayer, principall exerciſes of piety and 
| religious ſervices of God, for ſo it is noted, Gen.26.25. Hee builded 
4 altar there, and called on the name of the'Lord, Loc here he wor- 


is more agreeable to reaſon, then that we ſhould be content to give | 
= and all into his hands, from whom we have reccived life and i 
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himſclfe to be offered were greater, for # man doth likely love his | 


| 


which God had «we og Abraham built an Altar, laid on the wood, | 
bis hand and tooke the knife to ſlay his ſonne. Tſaac | 
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| God,how much leſſe if youſtand with him for other martersfarre leſſe | 
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| 


Heb, 13.19. 


| ywol- ,offcringof 

praiſes and prayers, the calves of our lips done unto God inthe name | 

| of Chriſt, are very plcaſing unto him; the preſenting of our ſelye, 
' Heb.13.16, |ſoules and bodies to him, 1s exceeding delighrtull, yea with doing 
'of good and diſtributing as with ſacrifices, God is greatly contented, 

Phil.4.18. as S.Paw(aith, theſe are an odour of ſweete ſavour, a ſacrifice acceptabl' 
\and pleaſing to God, It a man retire himalclte, and conſidering the] 

| death of Chriſt for finne, doe humbly preſent himſelfe before God, 
confeſling his ſiancs, and judging himſelte for them, and labour to/ 

[lament them with hearty gricfe before God, as caules of the death 

of his ſonne, this is a gratcfull ſacrifice, If hee praiſe God inthe 
Name of Chriſt as for all other benefits, ſo for the great bleſſingof: 
redemption wrought by Chriſt, this alſo doth give a {weerte odour; 
uno God ; if he cyen conſecrate himſelfe to God, reſolving to walke 
before him in all upright obedicnce, praying for the Spirit of God! 
to ſanRify him, that in all things he may, pleaſe God, no Bullocke! 
or Ram can pleaſe the Lord ſo well : It he ſer apart ſome portion of 
his wealth ro God, and give it to releeve theneceſſtics of cheSaines, 
this is very {weete incenſe, ſo that hee truſt not in the merit ofthe 
worke, as if it could deſerve any thing for the worthineſle of it, but 
truſt alone in Chriſt for the accepr=tion of himſclte and ir, and all his 
ſervices. Would you confirme to your owne conſciences that you 
be true Iſaacs ? Aske your ſelves then, doe you offer theſe burnt of- 
| ferings, if not, you be not as Iſaac, childeren of the promilſe,it yea,you 
! may aſſure your ſoules that you be. O then ſtudy to abound in thele 

_  |ſervices. : | 
 3-R-Prir*. | Againe, it isnoted that he called on the Name of God there, and 
| ood hings. | ſo itisnoted, Gen.25.21. that Iſaac intreated the Lord for Rebeccah his | 
| wife, becauſe ſhee was barren. Hee prayed conſtantly ro God fora, 
|  childe, inchisalſo teſtifying his religiouſneſle and his Faith. - So wee 


| 
| 
' 


—_—  — ———  — —————— I__ 


| | muſt becarefullto pray to God for all good things we neede, forchil 

| { deren if we want them, for good ſuccefle in ourcallings, and whatlo- 

|  eyerelſe we neede or defire, For God is the giver of all good things, | 
and hath commanded us 9m all things ts make our requeſts hanger en 

| = 


| Phil, 4.6, 
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hims, and biddenus, to pray continually and in all thinzs give thankes, (© 


we arebound to pray as much as 1/aac. Therefore thoſe that are care- 


lefſe of worſhipping God in this duty according to that deſcription of 
'x wicked man written by David in the fourteenth Pſalme, they call not 


00 the name of God, are not ſurely the children of God as was Iſaac, bur 
the children of Satan rather, for the Spirit of God isa Spirit of prayer, 
' and aman carelefle of praying to God doth not truſt in God bat in him- 
| ſelte, doth not acknowledge his providence nor live by faith in him. 
| Let mee quicken you tothis duty, follow fac, call onthe name of 
| God, intreate Gad for your ſelves, your wives, your children, the 
| Church, the Common-wealce, all Saints. I ſay, recommend all per- 
ſons and all things to God by fervent prayer, that he may give you his 
bleſſing and all things may be ſantified ro you; doe this duty daily 
and conſtantly, We muſt attaine ſprituall ſtrength every day, from the 
workes of the day by daily prayer, as we attaine narurall ſtrength daily 
bythe foodeof the day. Pray well and live well, pray ill and live ill. 
By this we havefellowſhip with God, by this we become acquainted 
with him,and make him as it were acquainted withus: by this weare 
madelike unto himand draw grace from him, and are more 2nd more 
tranſlated into his image. O rcfolveto be conſtant in this ſervice, and 
letnotemptation of Satan drive you from it, or interrupt you in it, let 
no backwardnefle ofthe fleſh cauſe you to omit it, burdoe it fo well as 
you be able, and wharloever objeQions ariſe breake thorough the ſame, 
andtell your ſelves, I will doc it, heard or not heard, accepted or not 
accepted, whatſocycrT be, what fins ſoever I ſhall have, I will conti- 
nuetocall onthe name of the Lord, I will doe my duty let me ſpeede 
as pleaſeth the Lord. 


to meditate in the evening. This alſois an excellentſervice of God, wee 
'2re commanded to meditate on Gods Law continually,and ro meditate 
on'all his wondrous workes. For the circumſtances oftime,place,man - 
ner, eycry manis left to his owne choice, but the ſubſtance of the duty 
;muſt be done. We muſt meditare,we muſt exerciſe our ſelves inthe ſeri- 
[ous confiderationsof Gods Word and workes, that wee may raiſe our 
ſelves toa fuller knowledge of them, and cauſe our wills and affeRions 
[tobemore ſubje unto our knowledge. Meditation is that which ma- 
keth all truths proficable to us, without this our knowledge will be but 
ſpeculative and talking, 'twill not be praQicall and effeCtuall wirhour 
this,we ſhall finde no more benefit by our knowledge then by meate 
undigefted, that cannor yecld good nouriſhment to the body. This 
muſt increaſe our knowledge and improove it, this muſt bring ir downe 
from the head untothe heart, and ſointothe like. Conſider what I ſay, 
fairh S. Paul to Timothy, and in other places, hee thatwilla little with- 


confirme his faithinthem,andthen labour with himſclfero be affected 
| with them,and draw from them firme and ſtable refolutions for the well 
Y 4 ; ordering 


Againe, it is noted of 1ſaac, Gen.24-63. that be went out intothe field 


| 


| 


draw himſelfe from all other buſineſſes, and give himſelfe ro muſe of 
bolythings, arid take notice ofthe truth and cerrainety of themand ſo 


4. He medita» 
ted, 
Gen, 24.63. 


2 Tim, 24.7. 
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T he Example of GCuavr.n, &c, 


5. H 
God 


. He feared | Another particularthing in 7/aac was, that he was one which feared 


+|ther feared, as in his whole life, ſo eſpecially at that time when he had 


EE arm 


ordcring of his life, ſhall finde more progreſle in one moncth in the life 
of godlineſſe, then he that without mediating doth barely reade and 
|heare for many yeares together, you muſt cover the ſpiritual ſcede with 
carth, you muſt binde the Word to the tables of your hearts, you muſt 
hide the Word in your hearts. If you be flacke and carelefle of this 
duty, your growth in grace will proove exceeding lender; Imirate 
Iſaac in this ſervice, I know not how a man ſhould come to any ficd- 
faſt knowledge of his incerity,ifhe be not one thar meeitartth on Gods 
Law. | 

So many as are guilty of utter omitting this duty, let them bewaile| 
and confeſſe this finne of omiſſion, and now learne allthat would build | 
up themſelves in godlinefſe, ro be conſtant in it: Be not diſcouraged | 
at your imperfeAions and manifold diltraRtions,and great averſencile, 
All things ofthis nature are moſt difficult at the firſt, who reades well a 
the firſt goingto ſchoole 2 who writes wellatthe firſt ſcrring of pento 
paper. lt is exerciſethat muſt perfeour abilitiesin all ſuchthings,be.| 
ginand continue, and benot out of heart for failings, which the Lord 
will eaſily and gratiouſly paſſe by, and you ſhall Ende thething more 
and more cafic and more and more comfortable. + 


| God, his heart ſtood in aweof God, he durſt nor offend nor croſte him, 
' nor oppoſe himſelf unto his good pleaſure. So it is noted,Gen.27.33, 
'that when he had unwittingly bleſſed Iacob, and Eſav came inafterhim, 
| he feared exceedingly, and would not reverſe that bleſſing, bu ſaid, 
have bleſſed him and he ſhall be bleſſed, and therefore, Gen.31.5 3. Ja 
;{wearcth by the feare of bis Father Iſaac, thatis,that God whom his Fx 


[newly bleſſed himz _o calling to minde that God had giventheblcl- 
| ting to 7acob,ſaying the elder ſhall ſerve the younger, and thathe hadcarc- 
lefly and fondly gone about totransferre the bleſſing to Eſav,out of his 
| carnal! indulgenceunto-him becauſe he wasthe elder, was much atfaid 
[to think whata fin he had committed againſt God,and ſo was reſtrained 
from being bold to perſiſt in that —_— purpoſe,but ſubmitting his will 
to Gods, he ratifics thatblefſing, which he had ignorantly pronounced, 
therefore it is ſaid, Heb.1 1.20, that by faith he bleſſed Eſau and Jacob 
4s concerning things to come. Tt was faiththat wrought this teare inhim, 
and made him refolute inthe bleffing given to 1acob - the ſtory of this 
feare you ſee, Gen.27.33. he trembledexceedively. 
| Soitis a good thing to have ſuch an high and reverent cſtcemeof 
; Gods greatneſle, as to make us even tremble very much,when we pet- 
ccive wee have offended him in going about to doe things contrary | 
to his will, as 1/a«c had in attempting to bleſſe Eſav, which now hee 
| bethought himlclte of, when God had unwittingly directed the bleſ- 
| fing to Jaceb which himſelfc intended to miſplace.,This is a proofe of | 
a ſoft and render heart,and of an heart uprightly diſpoſcd to ſerve God. 
| !tisa fruit of a good conſcience, to check us for fin and ſtirre upfeare | 


in us when we hayc done amiſle, ſo as to ſtop us from proceeding 
in our ſinnes. Demand, 
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'and without it no grace can grow, nocorruption can be truly fubdued. 
If you have it, bethankful! for it, atid labour to grow init, andto ſer it 


: 
: 


(fill and worke out your ſalvation 1n feare and trembling. The Lord our 


[Iſaac ſtoppeth his journey, continues in Gerar, and gocthnot downe to 


© Demand of your ſelves, have you this feare in your hearts, if you 
havenot, where is any other grace, forit is the beginning of wiſdome, 


on worke more and more, particularly as juſt occafion is miniſtred, If} 
you have ſinned, if you be about to ſinne, labour to feare,and ſo to ful- 


'God & 4 great Ged and a conſuming fire, and if we finde our ſclves 
to haveinany kinde offended him; our hearts ſhould even quake to 
thinke of his diſpleaſure, till ir have made us fall downe before him,and 
renew our repentance and ſeek our for a pardon. But he that hath a bold 
audarious fearelefle heart, that when he hath done evill, feeleth no ſtir- 
ring of feare, noawe, ho dread, ſees no danger orperill in the fine, 
perhaps abuſing the promiſero make himſelfe bold, ſurely cannot ſay, 
that he ſanRifiech God in his heart and maketh him his dread and his 
feare, Strive therefore to get and ſtrive to nouriſh and exerciſe this 
feare in you. | 
The laſt thing to be noted in 7ſaac, was his obedienceto the Com: | ;.e obeyed 
[mandementof God given him by viſion,ſpoken of, Gey.26.6 the ſtory | the Comman. 
runneth thus, there was in his daics a great famine in Canaan, Abraham | £7 ® 
had gone downe to Egypt to ſojourne there in atime of dearth, for it 
leemes to have beene a place of more conſtant plenty then Canaan, 
Iſa had in his minde ſome thoughts of imitating his Father, God 
aw it not fit for him totravell thither, and therefore God appearedto 
him in ſome vifionand bad him notro deſcend into Egypt, butto dwell 
or ſojourne in that land, and promiſerh him a blefling z accordingly 


Egypt, This was an aRof true obedience, hee would not goe to the 
lacewhich God forbad himto go too, though might ſeeme to have 
e fitter for his profit and advantage atthar rime. 

Wealſo Brethren, muſt learne to dwell where God would haveus, 
and not to make worldly profit, pleaſure, caſe or the like, the chooſers 
of our habitation, yea we muſt learne univerſall obedience, for if in 
point of habitation 1 maſt follow God then inall other things beſides. 
See what God ſaith in his Word unto us (and that is now inſteede of all 
"viſions, therein now he maketh himſelfe to appeare unto us) doe ſuch 
orſuch athing, doe not ſuch or ſuch athing, promiſing a bleſſing as 
awaics he doth unto the obedient. We muſt not conlvlt with fleſh 
and bloud, nor aske counſell of profit and pleaſure, but muſt reſigne 
olr ſelves to his Commandement, and inſtantly ſer about the one and 
relinquiſh the other. He that is ſo diſpoſed, heis an 1ſaac, let him take 
comfort, heis a true beleever and agodly man, but he that in ſuchcaſe 
rfuſcthtoobey, and will rather condeſcend to his carnall reaſon, argy- 
mo lofſe or commodiry,danger orſafecty or the like, how can hee 

himſelfean obedient childe He that refuſcth the plaine dircCti- 
ans of Gods Word for carthly reſpe&ts, is not one ofthe race of Iſaac. 
Hethat cauſcth all ſuch reſpe&to ſtand bare unto Gods Commande- 
met 
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ment,and to give way unto it, his;heart is upright with God, and he is 
a holy manas was ſac. And ſo much for this good tmans carriages. 
ward God. | 
Looke now in what ſort he behaved himſelfe in regard of men, and 
| —_— in © in regard of his eſtate and the things of this life, For men, he had Pa. 
{2nd bis eftace | rents» a Wife, Children, Neighbours, See his manner of living with 
them all. 
; He wasobedi| Fg his Father, he was to him a moſt dutifull ſonne, as is manifeſt in 
ND” "| ewo things. 1- He yeelded himſelfe ro him to be bound and killed, 
\1.1n bring | Indeed here was more obedienceto God then to. braham, and yeta 
| bs gy be reat meaſure of obedience to A brahamalſo. He bare great reſpe&to 
i | his Father Abrahams, inthart hee would be per{waded by him that God 
| | had commanded him ſo ſtrange athing, he ſhewed himſclfe dutifullto 
| | God and his Father both, in being content to be killed by his Father a 
Gods appointment. | | | 
| You ſ{ce, how children ſhould yeeld totheir Parents in all thingsin 
j ' the Lord. It was <cxtraordinary, that 1ſa&c mult yecld to be {laine 
| | when God would have it o, and had extraordinarily required it, And 
in this particular without thelike warrant, (which will never beagaine' 
| in all the world). nochilde ſhould yeeld to let his F:ther kill him, but! 
| 


( 
| 2. His yertuous 


| 


ſhould flieaway and oppoſe himſelfe ſo farre as he might, withouthur- 
ting and ſtriking his Father, yea or ſo much as rayling at him, fortheſe 
being things forbidden, a man ſhould rather chooſe to dic even by the 
rage of his Father,then make bold to doe them. Butif in ancxtraords- 
nary Commandement,obedience muſt be givento Parents in ſuchan 
| extraordinary thing, then without doubt in every ordinary thing aPz 
| rent muſt be obeycd in all things in the Lord,ceven though tlic comma 
' dement ſhould be ſo heavic as death it ſc}fe would not be heavier; The 
Epheſ,6,2. | Apoſtle hath ſaid, Obey your Parents in all things in the Lord, and thi 
' is well pleaſing to God, and this s juſt, 

| Where are you rebellious children « Whereare you ſtubbomeand 
| diſobedicne davghters? Come lay your ſelves in the ballance with 
Iſaac; ſee how unlike him you be, he would yeeld to death, you will 
not yecld to leave thoſcthings which are forbidden you onely,: be- 
cauſe they will procuxe you death, undoing, deſtruction. © Ovoure- 
bels and wretches, yovare farre ezough from being Tſaacs. You ſet 
light by Father and Mother,and therefore againſt you oughtall totake 
up acurſe and ratifie the-ſame with Amen, Woe, wocuntoyou, us 
dutifull children, who deale with. your Parents as 1/rael :dealt with 
God, they have brovghs up and nouriſhed children which havetcbel- 
| led againſt rhem. | God ſhall cut you. off from the: land of the living, 
| his hand ſhall be againſt youtodeſtsoy you, and the Eagles of .rhr v4 

__ ley ſball picke out your beaſtly eyes, -that are bold: to.deſpiſe, Nleight 
and difobey your Parents, and wilfully refuſe-to obey their lawtull 
commandements.  !:/, 4 * bid 303be ork Moat T3 
.-.;But I. beſeech you repent of this. ſinne, and preycnt this jadgement,' 
'and now ct all children; be followerg of Iſaac, :acknowledge your Pa- 
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rents authority, ſubmir to their lawfull commandements and croſle 


G un. Jſaac. © - Cu ar.u,&c,] 


your ſelves rather todeaththen be found undurifull; Doe. it I ſay, the 
great benefirs you have received of them requircth ir, you have your 
yery being from them in your hild-hoods education,and the Law of 
God requireth the ſame of you, which requireth all. reaſonable' 
things, and you cannotelſe be ſaved at laſt, for he that -obeyes' net 
chat Parent whoun he ſees daily, how ſhall he obey him whom hee ne- 
ver ſaw? | gy 
And all you durifull children, be encouraged, praiſe God that harh 
bound your heares to reſpe your Parents, and intreate him ro contintre 
the ſame affe ion in youſtill, and know that the Lord will blefſe:you 
25 he blefſed Iſaac, and will raiſe you good Iacobs to requize your fil: 
miſſiveneſſe ro your Abrahams. | 1 
Bur 7ſazc ſubmitted himſclfe to his Father in another thing, even 
when he was now growne to be about forty yeares of age, he'gavs 
himſclfe over to his Father to be ruled by him in marriage, he didnt 
ſet his affeQions upon any woman without his conſent, nor draw awa) 
any womans affcions, nor married any without the liking ad privi 
of his Father,but cook the right and due courſe, gave up hiaſelfotohi 
Fathers authority and dircRion, and therefore God-gave him a good: 
Rebckah indeed, a comfortable wife and vertuous woman; - : © #5111 
Inthis therefore all children arc bound alſo co imitate him, Children 
muſt rake their Parents counſell and direionin matter of marriage,and/ 
not beſtow themſelves without their good liking and conſent,thwthey? 
may have Gods bleſſing attending them in their marriage, when they! 
honour at once both God and their Parents, in obeying Gods Come: 
mandement and ſhewing due reſpeR unto their Parcms.. So did even 
Iſbmael chough otherwiſe a wilde man, for it is ſaid of him, tharh& 
Mother tooke him 4 wife So did Taceb afterwards, His Father bleſſed 
him and ſent him to Padan Aram to take him a wife of the daurhbters' of 
Laban his Mothers brother, And when Sampſon ſaw a woman of Timnah 
that pleaſed htm well, he ſpake to his Father and Mother to take the Maide 
for im, who went downe thither and made the match for bim. Indeed: the 
Parents have more diſcretion and underſtanding then the childrenby 


reaſon of their age and experience, and therefore it is for the childes 
200d tofollow their advice. And tro whom muft the children goe for 
comfort and helpe in caſe that any crofle befall them in marriage bur 
onely to their Parents? of which comfort and helpe they deprive 
themſclves if they venture upon marriage without them : wee know 
thatthoſe God hath not joyned in marriage, whom he doth not unite 
In that cſtare, Now God hath made the Parents his Deputies inthis 
behalfe, ſaying unto them;give your daughters in marriage and take ſonnts 
for your daughters, and againe, you ſhall not give your daughters to them 
'n m:rriage,nor take their ſonnes to your dawehters. Now how can tt be 
adtha God joyned them 2 if their Parents whom'hee bath made 


© doth joyne none in theſe our daics. Alſo the children eve 
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(goods of the Parents as a of their poſſeſhon, inſomuch that they 
were alſoto be ſoldro od cubs debrs. Wherefore as no bargainet 
firme inother kindes of goods without the conſcnt of choſe that have 
[right uttto thoſe goods, ſo neither ean this covenant be good wirhour | 
the conſent of Parents, which have as much right from God in thei: 
ehildrenas inany. other of their goods. 
.- Wherefore thoſe ſonnes and daughters are much to be blamed who 
have negleRed this part of their dury to their Parents, and have ſuffe. 
red their blinde and ſtrong paſſions ſo farre to tranſport them, that 
againſt their Parents conſent and counſell they have beſtowed them. 
felves in Matrimony, and ſo have tranſgreſſed againſt the plaine com. 
mandement of God. Such muſt hcanily repent of their ſinne and 
humble themſelves before God with much ſorrow forthcir great and 
wilfull diſobedience. Parents would not have their children thus tg 
flight and diſhonourthem, yea they take it grievouſly and are much 
perplexed with forrow for their children, in this calc therefore chil. 
dren ſhould bee much grieved themſelves, if m_ have given 
this occafion of gricfe unto their Parents. To ſatisfie mens owne 
defires and affeQions withour regard to Gods ordinances, is a noto- 
rious diſobedience and bringeth rhe guile of a great offence upon the 
| ſoules of them that have ſo offended. 
- All you that have marricd in this diſorderly manner, ſeethx 
you doe unfaignedly of the ſinne before God, and — 
the fault before him, ſecke to prevent the curſe that muſt clſc 
'upon you and your children after you for ſo diſhonouring your Pz 
renrs. | 
And you young men and women that be not yet married, ſeetha 

|you binde your conſciences and reſolve your willsto obcy this com-! 
hw” progeny Follow God in your Parents,and be not ſoraſh and ſelfe. 
| willed as to crofſe chem and follow your owne heads and patſions. 
This duty will be cafic, if you looke carefully to your paiſions afirſt 
and ſuffer them notto be undiſcreetely fixed upon any perſon, untill 
you have acquainted your Parcn:s with your deſires, and crav'd heir 
allowance and conſent. But if a man or maide doe inthrall rhemſelves | 
and intangle others by a diſorde1ly placing of their affeRions, then 
' ſhall they make this otherwiſe cafic duty hard and impoſſibletothem- | 
ſelyes. Keepe your ſelves therefore Maſters of your owne hearts and 
ſell not away your liberty through an over-haſty ycclding of your | 
ſclves ro your unruly paſſions. Suffer not your a | 


EY 


esto be drawne | 
away by any meancs, but pray God to keepe your hearts in order. |t| 

iS afinfull love as well as a finfull paſſion in any other kinde, which | 

| troubles an houſe and makes the children contrary to their Parcms, | 

 andto proovethe greatelt croſſe that may be to them, ro whomthey | 

, oughtto have beene the greateſt comfort, TELL 

3.He buried | Laſtly Iſaac ſhewes his due reſpeR unto his Father, by joyning with | 
Gen.25-9. ' ſhmazl his brother in burving his Father. for ſo it is ſaid, #s ſonmes | 


Iſaac and Iſhmatl buried him 112 the cave of M achphelah. This gy 
} | : 


——C—— 


ee 


— _— 
- 


Gz x. Iſaac. CuarP.21,&c. 


OD Ir ire neem inn ont en ——— O—  — 


office that childeren can performe, and they muſt ſhew their loye 
and duty to them in the honourable performance of this laſt aR, as 


to teſtihe rheir love to their Parents, ſo to declare their faithfull hope 
of the reſurreRtion from the dead. For therefore are men with duc 
|ſolemnities committed to the boſome of the earth, becauſe they | 
expedt their glorious rifing againe, and they fhall, not utterly periſh 
and fall as doe the bruite and unreaſonable creatures. 


| Now lee Iſaacs carriage towards his mother. There was no love | ;.14« loyed his 


loft berwixt them, but as Sarah did tenderly love Iſaac, ſo did he re- | 
| quite her love with Jove againe,as is manifeſted inhis ſorrowfull taking 
of her death, though ſhe lived with him to agreat age. For ſo it 1s 
written that after Rebekkab was brought unto him, and he was marricd | 
unto her, Gen,24 ut. Iſaac was comforted after his mothers death, in- | 
timating, that even untill rhen he was grieved for the loſle of her. | 
[Itis a tault therefore in childeren, overſoone to forgettheir dead mo- | 
thers, and to ler their remembrance quickly to flip out of their * 
\mindes, how much more to be weary of their over-long lives, and | 
'tobeglad when the time comes thar they muſt put them into the duſt, | 
in re{p<& of ſome paultrey gaine of money, of land that they ſhall | 
|poſſefſe when the Father and mother is dead. All that defire their pa- | 
rents death for their goods fake, which they ſhall enjoy after them, | 
and are glad when they ſhall change their parents for their goods, | 
muſt needes be called wicked and ungratefull childeren. See there- | 
forethat you children love cven your mothers heartily, moderatcly | 
lamenting their death, that you may make it appeare, their lite was 
noraburden unto you. 
| Andſohave we ſcene Iſaacs goodnefle towards his parents. Looke 
[into his carriage towards his wife Rebeccah, and that alſo in twothings 
mentioned in Scripture 
| Firſt, itis ſaid, that hee loved ber, Gen.24.nlt, This is a thing re- 
quired of all husbands, they muſt account themſclves and their 
lyoake-fcllowes but one fleſh, one body as S. Paul commands, yea 
they muſt love them not with an idle and meere verball love, bur 
with ſuch a loveas they bcare uvto themſelves, that cauſeth them | 
to love and cheriſh themſelves, ſo as above all things they muſt not | 
be bitter againſt them, as S. Paul informcth the ColloſSians. Indeed 
\decauſethe Lord hath knit man and wife together in the neercſt bond, 
uſing them to be but one fleſh, therefore ſhould their loves be moſt 
ferventand abundant. A man muſt therefore love his wite above all 
her perſons, hee muſt forſake father and mother and cleave unto his 
'nife, as Adam ſaid at firſt, yea in reſpe& of matrimoniall love, he | 
[muſt love her alone and none other but her. 
; Youthercfore that are husbands and have wives, come and anſwer 
defore God, how doe you love your wives 2 how doe you cheriſh 
them with all comfortable maintenance and kindneſſes? how are 
Fou carefull to ſhun all tartneſle and bitrerneſſe 2 all froward peeviſh 
ſrords and geſtures, - all diſcurteous quazrellings withthem, and 
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nr w_—_ that hee comemted himſelfe with Rebekah alone, and did not 
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cuſe you of unlovingneſſe and bitternefle, you are great finnerg be. | 
' fore God, and muſt apply to your ſelves thar of S.Tohn, hee that loverh 
| not his wiſe whom hee ſeeth daily, how ſhall he love God whom hee new; 
ſaw. Lay not the blame of your want of love upon your wives; in 
reſpe of their ill, qualities and carriage, men love their childrens 
perſoris above all orher mens children, _ they be neither {6 
| perſonable nor well conditioned, and ſhould they not know how 
'to doe the ſame alſo ro their wives? No man 1s diſpenſcd withall 
from doing his owne duty, becaule of another perſons failing inhis 
duty, for we muſt doe our duty every one out of conſcience to Godg 
' Commandements, not alone becauſe of other inducements. Ir is 
therefore a great offence in an husband, not to beare atenderand con- 
{tant love unco his wife, 
And now all you husbands profit by 1ſaacs example, and humbly 
pray to God to frame your hearts to the unfaigned love of you 
wives. This is the way to make youlike comfortably and chaſtly, 
a man ſhall be happy it he enjoy whar he loveth, and love what he 
; mult enjoy. They live with great peace in themſclves, that forcon- 
| ſcience ſake to God have their ſoules knir unto their wives, but hee, 
' whoſe affeRions are diſjoyned and divorced from his wife, doth live 
in perpetuall vexation, becauſe he hath not ſubjefted his affeRions 
'to the commandement of God, and fixed his heart on her to whom 
God would haveitunirced. And hethar Joveth not his wife honeſtly, 
is in perpetuall danger ro bee caught with the unchaſt loye 
| of anether woman, therfore Salomon bids one, wander in the lame 
of his owne wife, for why ſaith hee ſhouldſt thou be taken with a ftraye 
woman. 

This duty therefore is very requiſite, and every good man mult 
heartily cric to God to worke in his heart this vertuous affcionto- 
wards his wife, that love may make him able to performe all othet 
dutics, without which he muſt needs be defective inal} other marrimo- 
'niall offices, | 

| 


rake that unlawfull liberty which yet the common cuſtome oftholc 
times did make to ſeeme lawfull to many otherwiſe godly men, of 
; having more wives thenone, as had Abraham the Father of Iſae, and | 
Jacob his ſanne. A man ſhould keepe himſelfe wholly to the wifc 'y 
'of his youth, and not divide himſclfe betwixt two, remembring, (tl 
that God at firſt made them male and female, and created but ont fir we, 

at Aralacbie.2.15. noteth, though hee had abundance of ſpirit becauſe 

hee ſought a godly ſeede, yea hee ſaid, « may ſhall cleave to his wif |} || 
(not wives) and they two, as our Saviour interprets it, ſhall bee | F (n 
fleſh. The cuſtome of ovr times inforceth men to this duty, but 1t15]F | 
a fault when they doe it not heartily, but rather for cuftome then for} |w 
conſcience, yea many that ſhame will not ſuffer to keepe more wiv®6|} | 
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then one, yet ſecretly give themſclves to other women, and fo vi-' | 
olate their covenant of marriage, and defile themſelves with great | | 
llutions. | 
Laſtly, Tſaac was ready to hearken to his wife Rebekahs counſcll, \ 5 He hearke- 
and when ſhe complained of Eſaws wives evill and froward behaviour, | _ ” 
elling how bitter her life would prove if 7acob alſo ſhould bring in | counſel], 
ſuch 111 nurtured wives, he ſends him away according ro her delire, 
to take a wife in Padan-aram : So ſhould every good man be ready | 
to hearken to his wives advice and counſell, and to gratific her in 
thoſe things that are fir, not to croſle and contradi&t her. This is a 
part of due kindnefle to your wives,ſfcethat you negle itnottothe pro- | 
curing of mutuall and continuall diſcord betwixt you. 

So have we conſidered Iſaacs good carriage towards God and his 
arents, Father and mother, and towards his wife ; hee was a parent | 
and had children, even two fonnes Eſau and 7acob; Now he bleſſed 
both of them, and that out of Faith : for his bleſſing was nota bare | z, Hee blefleg 
wiſhing and praying for a bleſſing upon them, bur a propheticall pre- is chileren 
dition of a bleſſing in Godsname, whereof if he had not received pro iti 
apromiſe from God, and alſo beleeved that promiſe, neither he nor : ; 
his children would have made ſo great account of it. All of us cannor 
bleſſe our children in this manner, for the gift of prophecie is wan- ' 
ting unto us, but all of us muſt in Faith blefle our children, thar is, : 
pray for a bleſſing at Gods hand upon our ſeede as well as our ſelves. | 
Yea wee mult all apply our ſelves ro the {incere obedience which | 
hath an ample promiſe of bleſſing annexed, and cannot failero pro- | 
cure a bleſſing, fince God will not faile to fulfill his word. Why is | 
a prophericall blefling of ſome valew 2 ſurely, becauſe ir is a certaine | 
thing, as having its originall in Gods fideliry, who having ſaid it 
ſhall be ſo, muſt either accompliſh it with his hand, or elle falſifie 
his word, which is impoſſible. Now it is as impoſſhble, that God 
ſhould negle& re keepe his promiſe as to fulfill his prediRions ; 
wherefore ſeeing all bleſſings are plemtitfully promiſed to him thar | 
walketh before God uprightly and conſtantly, doe this O yee Fa- 
ſhe, this is to blefſe your childeren in faith, bur if you follow your 
owne hearts and leave the wayes of God, and goe forward in pathes | 
of impiety and unrighteouſneſſe, then doe you curſe your ſelves and | 
your children, and worſe then pronounce a curſe, even pull downea 
curſe upon your ſelves and them. | 
| Further, 7ſaac did conferre the principall bleſſing upon 7acob ro | ed _— 
[whom God had given it, even that bleſſing which contayned in it, | palt bicfling 
the cauſing of Chriſt the promiſed ſeede to come from his loynes, | upon 2acob to 
the Church to continue in his poſtcriry, and ſpirituall benefits to | had oh yu 
belong to himand them. * There was a time when 7ſaac out of heede- 
leſlenefle or forgerfulneſle, or ſome other carnall confideration, was | 
minded to have ferled this ſpeciall blefſing upon Eſau, but being | 
made to perceive that he had offended therein and gone againſt the | 
ill of God, he rcturncd to a right courſe, and calling 7acob _ | 
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he had unwittingly bleſſed before thinking himto be Eſav, hee now 
againe wittingly and willingly bleſſcth under his owne name andin 
his owne perion. Parents have not now the beſtowing ofthis ſpi. 
riruall bleſſing upon children as then 7/4: had it miniſterially, by 
all parents ſhould cinctcly labour to intcrelttheir children in it, Foy 
; what will itavaile to have the tar of the carth and dew of Heay 
| if wee goe without the favour of God in Chriſt? And when 
Farher perceives that God hath vouchſated to any of their childrey 
this ſpirituall bleſſing, in that they be made carctull to ſerve, wor. 
ſhip and obey him as 7acob did, theſe muſt inherit their affeRiong 
more plentifully then others of their children in whom ſuch grace jg 
wanting. The image of God muſt over-rule our aftcRions, not carnal] 
things,as at length it did 7/.acs. 

Thus we have ſhewed what was good in Iſaac, in reſpe& of thoſe 
that were of his owne family, for wee reade not of any ſpecial| 
point in his carriage to ſervants. See now what a one hee was to 
his neighbours farther of. Firſt to Abimelech, then to the men of 
Geryar. 
| For Abimelech, hee had wronged him in affirming his wife tobe 
his ſiſter. Abimelech by ſecing ſome familiar carriage betwixt them, 
| was induced to be fully perſwaded that ſhe was his wife, and there- 
| fore cals him, and begins to reprove him for it. Iſaac maketh no; 


defence at all for himſcltc, but by his filenceacceptsthe reproofe, con-| - 
feſſing his fault. | 


He accepted | Tt 1s agood thing when we have done amiile and are chargednith 
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proote, 


ir, atleaſt torefraine our tongues from denying, defending, excufing| 
| and the like, and art leaſt by not gaine-ſaying, to make it appear! 
| that wee pleaſe not our ſelves ſtill in the ſame offence. Indeedea 
| plaine acknowledging is the beſt of all, but a nor gaine-ſaying, not; 
| ſhifting, not winding out by words is at leaſt neceflary. Ir were! 
|a grace to a number, if they had a minde ſo willing ro mend, 
hat ney might not have a tongue ready to ſpeake againſt tl 
| PLoDIe, 
b But further, Avimelech came to him after to make a covenant with 
him, bringing alone his chicfe officer and ſpeciall tzvourire, Though | 
Abimelech had beene ſomewhat diſcourteous to Abraham before, and | 
had chaſed him away from him, yer 1ſaac is not to farre leavened: 
with diſcontent as to rejet Abimelechs motion, but having gently! 
minded him of that unkindneſſe, is yet ready to imbrace his offer 
| of amiry. Why be not wee all of a like mind in this marter* to! 
| paſſe by unkindneſſes quickly, and be never a whit the lcfleforwad| 
to any good office of love, becauſe we haye met with ſome very w-/ 
loving paſſages from the ſame men before. It is a fruite of wiſedome | 
and chariry to cover wrongs as from others by forbraring to blaze 
them abroad, ſo from ones ſclfe, by forbearing to call them to 
minde, ſo as to be eſtranged from him that hath offered chem, and 
; made Ide forwatd to interchange amury with him afterwards. = 
e\ 
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hee hath little cicther love or humility or diſcretion, that knowes 
not how to keepe downe the thought of an injury, bur that it makes 
him ſtill averſe trom offering or accepting curteſies from the authors 
it. 
vn Againe, Iſaac made Abimelech and his company a feaſt. Itis 
fit to uſe good hoſpitality, and with liberall entertaitemerit ro re- 
ceive thoſe that have occaſion to come unto us according totheir 
places, Abraham did- this before. 
hath becne found in Heathens to their commendation ; but the beſt 


| hoſpirality is that, which entertaines the poore that arc never likely 
to be able ro make amends, God will become pay-maſter of that 
| coſt which the poore is not ablerorequite. 

Againe, Iſaac had ſomething to doe with the men of Geyer, for 
they contended with him unjuſtly for divers Wells of water which 
his ſervants had digged, and hee patiently yeelds to.them and 
will not make a brawle of it. Ir behooveth us to ſhew the like 
moderation, and not tobe fierce in ſtriving againſt them which will 
needs be unjuſt in ſtriving againſt us, 

. Now for Iſaacs eftate, he was a good husband, dug Welles, ſow- 
ed corne, and fo increaſed his cſtate through Gods bleſſing upon 
his diligence, 

Good husbandry is athing commendable among all men aswell as 
|pleafing to God,it hath the promiſe of ſufficiency of maintenance an- 
nexcd to it for incouragement. We mult every man with. ſo much 
diligence and diſcretion order our cſtate, that wee may become ca- 
pable of abundance and may not deprive our ſelves of ſo comforta- 
ble athing as plenty is. Onely inour labour, ler us lookethat wee 
'be moderate, that exceſſive labowing about carthly buſineſfes doe 
not induce ancgledt of thoſc things that concerne a better life, let 
your chicfe care be for Heavenly things, and yet negle& not, theſe 
temporary in their places : but hee that through unthriftineſſe un- 
[does or hinders himſelte, how can we conceive that he ſhall be wiſe 
/cnough to ſecke ſpirituall things, that hath no wit to ger tem- 

rall ? 
king when Iſaac digged a Well, for which atlength the Phi- 
liſtines contended not with him, hee called the name of it Rehoboth, 
and ſaid, wow the Lord hath made roome for us and wee ſhall increaſe_ 
in the earth, Gen.26.22. taking notice of Gods goodnefle, in the 
quiet enjoyment of that benefit, and by faith perfwading himſelfe 
of Gods bleſſing upon him, and ſo not carnally but ſpiritually re- 
Joycing inthe remporall benefit, | 
| Ah thac wee could make roour ſelves a ſpirituall uſe of carthly 
commodities as Iſaac, to ſee God in them with thankefullnefle, and 
to learne to depend upor him for proſperity and not upon our owne 
ndeavours; and in particular, that if God grant us quietneſſe, and 
reſtraine men from contending and quarrelling with us, ſo that wee 
haye peace in our houſcs, we could then give praiſe to him, and rake 
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comfort in him and repoſe our confidence in him. The fight of | 
Godin outwardrhings 1s infinitely more comfortable,rthen thethingy ' 
themſelves how great ſocver they be. | 

And thus much of 1ſaacs vertues; ſome faults he had roo which) 
wee muſt looke ppon to reforme in our ſelves, not to imitate, for 
it is a childiſh folly to follow after thoſe that goe before us, 
though they runne thorough puddles : Iſaacs faults were ſome in 
reſpe of God, ſome in reſpe of man, w1z. his ſonnes and Ab. 
melech,and ſome in reſpect of himlelfe. 

As for God, he ſinned ſurely, in forgetting himſclfe ſo farre astg 
reſolve in his minde to bleſſe his ſonne Eſav, whereas God bad ſaid, 
the elder ſhall ſerve the younger, He ſhould have beene mindtull of. 
that propheticall anſwer, .which was given concerning thoſe rwo/ 
ſonnes, even when they ſtrove in their Mothers wombes : unlefſe 
wee ſhall ſay, that the whole paſſage was ſo carried as it was cot- 
ccaled from Iſaac: but that is nothing probable, it can hardly! 
be conceived that Rebekah would not acquaint her husband, both: 
that ſhee felt ſo ſtrange a ſtriving in her wombe, (which made her, 
ſceke to God to know the matter) as alſo whar anſwer ſhee recei- 
ved from God. Taking that for granted which is ſo probable, tha 
there is no reaſon to doubt of it, I ſay wee may note a fault in 
good Tſaac, yea good old Iſaac, hee forgate the Word of God. 
[which had becne ſpoken ſome yeares before , ' and that fo ur 
| erly, as hee determined to have croſſed ir and gone dircftly 4 

inſt it. 

Sie is a fault from whichthe beſt men alive arc not exempted, even 
ſo to forget Gods Word, as to be ready out of forgetfullneſle ts 
tranſgreſfe ir. This forgettullneſſe ariſerh many times from heede- 
;leſnefle, and many times from continuance and length of time, 
;and ſometimes from very ſtrength of paſſion and diſtemper, which 
doth caſt out the remembrance of good things from the minde, 
;David and all the Pricſts had forgotten that which art leaſt ſome 
'of them had read concerning the not carting of Gods Arkt, but 
carrying it upon the Prieſts ſhoulders ; 7acob after had little leſle 
then forgate the vow hee made unto God in his affliftien, 1 pray 
you take heed of ſuch forgerfullneſſe, medirate often that you may |, 
\remember ſecaſonably, pray God to write his Lawes in your heans, 
'and to make his holy Spirit to become your remembrancer, 
; your knowledge be not made unprofitable through forgetfu]lnelle, 
'for that which is nor fitly called to minde is in a manner as if it | 
; were not. And if you meete with ſuch a weakeneſſe as this 1n 
| your ſelves, looke that you be duely abaſed in the fight of it, but 
; be nor out of heart as if you were deſtitute of all grace, becaulc 
| you are imperfe@ in ir, but take comfort to ſecke and hope for 
pardon upon your humble confeffion, when the Lord pleaſcth to 
{put you in remembrance againe. If Peter had remembred Chriſts 
; words before, hee might perhaps have eſcaped his great w_ 
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denying his Maſter, but hee remembred it after to make him 
weepe bitterly. It were a comfortable thing to call ro minde thoſe 
things that ſhould preſerve us from finne ſo timely, thar we might 
be {o preſerved by them. Bur if wee have done otherwiſe, it be- 
hooveth us to put our ſelves in minde of them after ro worke godly 
ſorrow, and then turning to God wee muſt not ſuffer our {elves 
'ro doubt, but that hee will vouchſafe ro accept us. 

| Now 1ſaac offended ſomething againſt men. In reſped of his! 
|two ſonnes, at firſt he loved Eſan better then 7acob and that for car- 

' nall reſpeAts, becauſe Eſau by his hunting ſupplied him with ſuch 
|kinde of meate as was contentfull to him. It was without doubr a 

| weakeneſle in him and deferveth raxing. Should 1jaac beare fa- | 

, | vour to agraceleſſe ſonne for veniſons ſake, rather then to a godly | 
 fonne for vertue ſake £ Should our paſſions, fancies, appetites car- | 
rie us away and over-rule our affeftions. Surely as David withed | 
thoſe that teared God ro come unto him, and he would choofethem | 
' for his companions; ſo ſhould every man make godlineſſe the rule | 
of his affeCtions, ſo as when other things be even to give piety the | 
prchemincnce, and cauſe godlineſſc to caſt the ſcale as it were, It 
is a faulr in any man to love a worſe childe above a derter fer any | 
ſiniſter reſpe&t, Abraham loved not 1ſhmatl above Iſaac, to pre-! 
vent that it may be thonght, that God commanded 1/hmael to be! 
caſt our, that hee might not be thought a meecre perion ar leaſt ro! 
panake with 7/auc in his inheritance. And as to be carried away | 
1n our affefions to children (by affecting them moſt thar deſerve «| 
leaſt) in carnall reſpsRs is a finne, ſo likewiſe rowards other per- 
| i ſons alſo, ſervants, neighbours or any other. Therefore hee thar 
hath done ſo or findes himfſclfe fo inclined, muſt be hambled in his 
folly and Iabour ar laſt ro r«ific his love, as wee thew'd you be- 
fore, that Iſaac did when God diſcovered his weakenefle to 
him. 
Now in reſpe&t of _A4bimelech, Iſaac offended by lying our of 
feare, when the men of Gerar began to queſtion with him abour | 
his wife, he began to ſuſpe&, that they meant no good in ſuch 
[inquirie, and fearing ſome 111 uſage from them if hee ſhould have 
profeſſed himſelfe her husband, helped the matter with a ſudden 
j _ [lie and faid ſhee was his Siſter, Gen.26.7. you ſce hee inheriteth 
| here his Fathers carnall feare, and carnall ſhifr, ot lying to prevent 
| 'the evill feared, Here wee have two plaine faults, his immoderare 
| feare, and his lyingto helpe himſclfe ar a pinch ; to be afraid of 
| death ſo that there appeare ſome likelihood that it will come up- 
1| |} | on usſuddenly and violently,we ſuffer our {clyes to be drawne ken 
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finne for the eſcaping of it, is afin and ſuch afin ir is, as hath often 
diſcovered ir ſelfe in good men. Wee noted it in CAbrabam 
x twice upon the fame occaſion thar is here mentioned; So it be. | 
.\fell David, when hee came firſt ro LAhiſh King of Gath, ſo to 
Peter and others. The inordinatcneſle of the fearc of death ariſeth 
Z 4 - from * 
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| mighe be ſo conſtant and ſo fctled as not to berake your ſclves unto 


: — | 
from weakencſle of faith, both in that aman doth nor ſo ſtedfaſtly | 
rely upon God for defence and ſafeguard of lite, as allo for falys. 
tion of his ſoulc after death, or becauſe hee is not ſo well verſed 
in the meditations of death and Heaven, as to become ſufficiently 
heavenly-minded. For if wee did fully perſwade our ſclves that | 
God would ſtand by us inperill, thar hee would be our ſhield and | 
buckler, then it would befall us according to that of David, The 
Lord is on my ſide, 1 will not feare what man can doe unto mee; bu 
in the beſt this confidence is often weakened, and they are taken 

| unprovided through the ſuddenneſſe of the danger, or the like oc. 
caſion, Sr ir is likely that the ſoule which ſo fearcth death, as by | 

finne to ſhun the ſame, dothnot ſo thoroughly aflure ir ſelfe of fal. | 
vation, or hath not fo clearely and fully apprehended the excel. | 
lency of ſalvation; for doubtlefle death would be welcometo him | 
| rather then terrible, that did apprehend iras a datke entrie leading | 
rothe glorious palace of glory, and had well confidered of the great.) 

 nefle of that glory, wet] 
I beſeech you take paines to helpe your ſelves againſt the feare 

| of death, andro worke in your hearrs ſo truly couragious atemper, 
chat though it ſhould preſent it {cIfe ro you naked and wichour dif. 
guiſe, and that {uddenly, and that in ſhew unpreventably, yet you 


any fintull meanes of eſcape, but rather chooſe to dic then to fine 
againſt God, as knowing death to be no great matter, bur finneto 
be an hartefull thing and worſe by farre then dearth. And . how 
ſhould this undaunted and fpirituall fortitude be attained but by. 
converfing with death often in your thoughts? ſo-as to get ſome: 
good aflurance, that it ſhall not be able to carry you to the re- 
gion of darkneſle to cternall death, bur alone to ler you our of this 
dungeon into a roome farre more lightfome and blisfull. He that| 
thinkes much of death, ſo as ro make himſclfe carctull by frequent 
renewing of his repentance and amendment of his life, ro ger his 
ſalvation aſſured to himſclfe, ſhall art laſt be happily armed againſt? 
| the feare of death, and ſha!! be made fo reſolute as to chooſe ra- 
ther to die then ſinne, | 
Againe, if you finde ſo much weakeneſfe in any of Gods Saints 
with whom you live, as you finde recorded in the ſtory of 1ſaec,, 
I pray you be no harſher to them then you be to him. Tell mee! 
what thinke you of 1ſa&c? was hee a godly man or not? if you! 
ſay no, you contradit the Scripture, if you ſay yea, then you 
muſt learne not to deny to another the name of a good man, be-: 
cauſe you mecte with the like diſorders in hin that are here noted 
in Iſaac, if hee feare too much, if hee hath uſed ſome ſinfull | 
meanes to eſcape death or other danger. Nay a man ought not to; 
| deny himſeclfe the name of a man truly ſanRtified, becauſe hee 
| findeth the ſame imperfeRions in himſelfe. To call in queſtion 
, ones being ſanRified in reſpe& of the hanging on of ſuch weake- 
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nefles, is to nip and diſcourage the worke of grace, and to hin-' 
der the growth of it no lefle then a cold froſt doth hinder fruires | 
from growing. | | 

But Iſaac telleth a manifeſt lie, Lying is a finne, and the lyive | 
tonzue will bring deſtruction ,, but to bee ſo tranſported with ſome | 
prefent paſſion, as to be chruſt into the mire of lying is ſuch athing 
as may bcfall a godly man, Come and take heede, that youdoe | 
| not imbolden your ſelves to lie by abuſing this and the like Exam- | 
ples, but rather reſolve and pray againſt it,as knowing in how much 


Fl 


danger you fland of falling into it. For thongh to bee over-taken 
with this figne in haſt, doc not diſproove the truth of ſanRtity; yer | 
to be alicr (one that makes account that this is ſo ſmall an offence, | 
that hee will nor be ſo preciſe as ro forbeare to helpe himſelfe by 
it if nced be) this is a proote of a man that hath not yer gotten 
any ſan&ity. Lying is afinne fo plaine, thar ſcarce is it poſſible to | 
| be ignorant of it, but through wilfullnefſe, becauſe a man refuſcth 
to be willing ro know that fault which hee is not willing to leave. 
| For no man can chooſe but blame it in another,' and therefore his 
(inward ſoule doth plainely tell him thar iris alſo naught in himſelfe. 
|Now to live purpoſcly in a knbwne finne, ro{o'ving that hee muſt 
and will doe it if occafton ſerve, this is to be a worker of iniquity. 
| rmmnyge: therefore the word of S, Paul, Put away lying ſeeinz you Epheſ.4.15. 
have put off the old man, \mimating that hee hach not cait off any | 
[par of the old matj, that hath not throwne away rhis rag of ir. | 
Lying will breed boldneſle to ſinne, hard-heartedneſſe in it, impu- 
dency after it, Therefore you muſt dererminarely conclude with 
your ſelves, to put avay lying and ſpeake the truth one to ano- | 
os In theſe rwo things Iſaac finned againſt G O D and hims- | 
cite. | 

But his finne againſt _Abimelech was, in that hee was like to | 4.He ſcandal 
have drawne him occaſionally ,inro a great finne , hee did that | **4 Abimelech, 
which might eaſily have hazarded him tothinke of making Rebekab 
his wife, that is, of committing adultery. Ir is a finne robecome 
2.ſtumbling blocke to another by doing that which may make him 
bold to doe athing that is finfull , as ,A&melech complained to | 
Abraham and alſo to Iſaac ; take heede that you become not ſtum- | 
bling blockes in a more palpable faſhion, by inticing, perſwading, | 
exhorting, giving eviil example or the like, Be carcfull not co | 
pantake with other mens finnes, and it you can call to minde any | 
[thing done by your ſelves in the like nature, iz. ſuch an a& as ; 
might have pwled another to wickednefſe, though the ill efte& | 
have not followed, yet you muſt repent of your uncharitableneſle | 
and raſhneſſe herein. 4 | | 

Another fault of Iſaacs is this, that he had too great reſpeto good ls A ft" 
fare, he loved his tooth and palare a littletoo much, he was an aged |g0od fare too 
man and hee gave himſelfe a little more then enough to ſavoury | 
mcate, and his loye to good fare carried him fo farre awry in his | 
Ts L 5 afteions, | 
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 affetions, that he loved Eſa» more then Tacob, Gen.z5.28. Surely, 
it was too great a love to Veniſon, that cauſed him to love a worſe 
| ſonneabovea better. Thisis a weakenefſle againſt which ir is neede. 
| full co ſtrive, our ſenſuality inclinerh us unto it, wee are apt to 
; thinke it no finne, may not a man uſe Gods benefits and enjoy 
| the comforts of this lite in good meaſure why ſhould not hee 
fare well that hath much given him by God 2 Bur ſure to beſo 
 over-ruled by ones palate, that any diſorders be bred thence in ones 
life towards any perſon or thing, cannot but be a finne for all 
;thele excuſes. Doe not wee know that cockering of the body 
| doth likely deprefle the foule ? and the feeding of the belly and 
| plealing of the talie doth breed an aptnefleto be lefle delighted with 
better chings. 

| Thus you have [ſaacs faults. Firſt, Forgetfulneſſe of Gods pro. 
; miſe. Secondly, Carnall feare of death. Thirdly, Lying to pre- 
vent danger. Fourthly, Scandalizing 4bimelech, Fifcly, over-loving 
| his worſer ſonne,and Sixtly, Over-loving good fare. We will goe on 
now to conſider what blc ſlings he enjoyed. 

Firſt Spirituall, God pleaſed ro make his covenant in him, and 
[to beftow the birth-right and blcſſing upon him, and therefore alſo 
\Itis a ſingular favour of God, to give a man {pirituall bleAings, to 
make him his childe, to appeare to him _ and comfort him, by 


giving him aſſurance that hee is his childe, and confirme his 
Faith in his gracious promiſes. This is the greateſt favour, to 
blefle us with ſpiritual! bleſſings, | qu had the terrene, but 
Iſaac had the ſpirituall bleſſings, theſe were given alſo to Taceb as 
a ſingular prerogative.” Ir is an admirable favour indeede to en- 
joy theſe, for they will not ceaſe ar the end of this life, but will 
continue till another life. and will bee perfe&ed in another life} 
cternally. 

I pray you confider whether God have vouchſafed theſe unto you, 
hath he cauſed youto feare hisname? hath he made you to beleeve 
his promiſes 2 hath he appeared ro you in his word and ordinanccy? 
and given you ſome happy apprehenſion of his goodneſle in Chnit, 
' making you know, that he will fulfill ro you the bleſſing of CAbrabom. 
[Tt he have, give hearty praiſes ro him, take unſpeakable comfort in 
| him, account all your other croſſes nothing. Rejoyce in him ever- 
| more, that hath tranſlated you from the power of darkeneſſe to his 
[owne Kingdome, Happy is hethar is madethe childe of God,though | 
he be in great calamity for outward things. Know the incomparable 
| greatneſle of his favour, that you may rejoyce in it, indeſpight ofal! | 
croſſes. And 1abour to get more and more aſſurance of your int 
unto God and happy cſtate this way, that you may be more and more 
| comforted, Bur if you have not theſe ſ{pirituall good things, doc 
| Not account your ſelves happy, becauſe of the ourward, thinke not 
|that youarc in a good eſtate whatſocver you poſlefle, if you p__ | 


rn nn 


LIMI 


(Gs N. 


CC Em. 


them. 


Againe, conſider 1ſaacs terporall bleſſings, he had a very good 

wife, Rebekah, that carried her felfe well towards him, and was 
carefull ro keepe him from offending, in tranſlating the blefſing con. 
trary to Gods plcalure, wherein though ſhee uſed deccir, yet ſhee 
brought him into the right way, afore he knew of it,and cauſed him to 
doe well when herhoughr ro docevill. 
- Againe, he had one very gracious and godly childe, Tazob, and 
another though nor ſo godly as we can affarccly ſay he feared God, 
yer one that reſpeRted him, that did thrive in the world, and was 
lof commendable outward carriage among -men, for ſo was Eſaw, 
he ſhewed regard to Iſaac, grew great in worldly greatneſſe, and had 
aname among men. 

Thirdly, hee hud a greate meaſure of wealth, and was a man of 

great ſtate and eſteeme , ſo that Kii 
tricndſhip, and though ſome envied an 
could nor hinder Gods bleſſing from attending him, cſpecially one 
yeere God gave him a ſingular ble ſi g, for he ſowed and reaped, and 
as by Faith he belceved thar God would, ſo God did make him 
roomth and he became fruitfull inthe land. 
* And laſt of all, helived along time in this world to enjoy alltheſe 
(things, and lived to continue with his wife. Rebekah, ſhee lived as 
long orncere as long as he, which could not bur be a great comfort 
to.him. So you ſee hee had all abundance of outward contents for | 
his children,wife,ſtate,&c. 

Now I b:eſeech you reckon betwixt God and your ſelves ! hath 
not God beene as favourable to ſome of you as to Iſaac ? fo thar 
you have good, vertuous, and dutifull and religious wives, which 
| will helpe your-errors, and cheriſh your bodies, and doe you all the 
| good they can. Hath not hee given ſome of you good and godly 
children, ar leaſt ſome, or one, and the reſt civill and thriving £ Harh 
not he given you a wealthy eſtate 2 not ſo rich as Iſaac but even rich 
enough, I mcane ſo much as will inable youro enjoy your ſelves in 
the world, and to paſſe thorough the world with comfort. Hath nor 
D he proſpered the worke of your hands 2 and given you roomrh, and 
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|made you increaſe, yea hath hee not made you live a long timeto | 
| enjoy alt theſe things 2 If ſo, let theſe benefits become matter of | 
raiſe, let them become arguments of obedience, labour to be tru- 
y thankfull for them, that you may finde them truly beneficiall: 
make a ſpirituall uſc of temporall bleſſings. 

And it any want theſe things, let him ſce how rich God is,and 
let him even truſt in him for ſufficiency in outward thiogs, and. 
count it enough thar it pleaſerh God togive him better things as I 
exhorted before, And if any of Gods pcople finde nor theſe things 
ſo-grantcd to himſelfe, let him not take Gods dealing with himin 
the worſt part, let him not aſcribe it to want of love to him, but 
to his wiſcdome, that ſeeing him not ſo capable of theſe things, 
doth withdraw from him that thing which hee ſees would be hurt. 
full unto him. Wee muſt not miſconſter Gods forbearing to give: 
outward things. Yea now let all men encourage themſclves ro bee 
obedicnt to God, and to feare him as did 7ſazc, for you ſee in him 
that God is ready to reward his ſervants with great commodities 
and comforts in this life roo. Hee will not alone ſave them, but 
ſo farre as is good, make their eſtate proſperous here below. That 
godlinefſe which hath the promiſe ſhall alſo have the performance 
of good things for this preſent life and that which is to come, 
I know, that theſe bee common- benefits, bur when they come! 
ſweetened with Gods blefſing, then they are truly comfortable, and 
ſo ſhall they be to him that intereſts himſelfe ro them by getting 


[Into Chriſt, and walking in him in holinefſe and godly converſz- 
I/axcs croſles. | —__ 


So wee have done with 7/aacs benefits, now his croſſes; for nci-/ 
,ther could hee, nor can any man in this life ſcape but that more 
'or lefle hee ſhall mecte with afflitions. Firſt in reſpe of his bo- 
dy. 2. His ſtate. 3. His children, | 
1.He was long For his body, hee was blinde many yeares, for hee was mar- 
blinde. . ried at forty, at fixty hee had Eſaw and Tacob ; Tacob was about 
| ſeventy fix yearcs when he came to Laban, ſo then Tſaac was a hut- 
'dred thirty fixe yeares, and at that time hee could not diſcerne 
| Eſau and Tacob one from the other by fight, and he lived inall 180 
| yeares, from which if you ſubtra& 136, then will remaine for- 
ty foure yeares, ſo long did Tſaac live without the uſe of his cycs- 
| Therefore learne you to bee thankefull that God hath given you 
| your eye-fight evento your lives end, fo that you want not this 
' ſence at all rill death, or ar leaft want it not ſo long a ſpace of 
' time. Sight is a great comfort, it is pleaſant ro ſee the Sunne 
and to bee able with our eyes to behold and diſcerne our friends 
and all other creatures of G O D.. Let us praiſe God for the ule 
of this and other ſences. 

Secondly, let us prepare to ſuffer the ſame croſſe, who cantell 
how ſoone his eyes may grow dimme £ let us uſe them well 
: | whilcft wee have them, and withdraw them from looking aftcr 
| vanuty, 
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vanity, and all other abuſes : for nothing will grieve us more! 
\ when wee have loſt them, then thar wee have abuſed them, | 
nor comfort us more , then ro remember that wee have | 
kept them in order and beſtowed them holily. And indeed, they | 
bee things apt to bee abuſcd a roco waics 5 Prevent all theſe | 
{abuſes and pur on a contemed minde,if God fee it fit to be depri- 
yed of them, getting ſuch a clearencfſe of inward ftght, rhar the | 
comfort of thar may ſupply the want of outward eyes. Hee that 
hath an underſtanding given him to ſee God and Chrift, to fee 
Heaven and things ſpirituall, may cafily mifle the fight of other | 
things; but ah how comfortlefle is a blind body joyned with a 
blind minde « Take heed that this great darkeneſle fall not upon 
you, for what can this bee bur even a fore-runner of utter and ever- | 
laſting darkenefſle. 

Further, Iſaac in his ſtate met with divers crofſes, the Phili- 
ſins cnvied him, chaſed him from them, wronged him by. ſtop- 
ping his Fathers Well and by unjuſt ſtriving with him for thoſe he 
himſelfe had digged, theſe bee crofſes and ſuch as trouble the | 
[nature of man, and ſeeme hard to beare, but this good man wreſtled | 
[with them. | 
| Prepare your ſelves therefore to be envied and wronged, and | 
'to have enemics that will contend and quarrell with you cauſclefly, ' 
'and be carcfull to get Gods favour, that the malice and injuriouſ- 
|neſſe of men may not be able to hurt you, but that God may blefle 
you the more, by how much men doe more envie you, wrong 
you and contend againſt you, as it befell ro Iſaac. For God pro- 
ſpered him and comforted him the more, by how much the world 
did more grudge at him, and ſceke to diſquict him. Labour therc- 
fore to get Gods favour, that you may have a paticnt,a cheerefull 
[minde the in middeſt of the greateſt injurics.Inthe meane time,expect 
| ſuch evill ulage and ftrive to be able to beare it without vexation 
and diſcontent, which are things more troubleſome then the croſſes 
themſelves, 

Further, learne to be thankfull ro God, if hee have pleaſed ro 
keepe you from ſpight, wrong and ſtrife, that cither you bee not 
envied, or elſe thoſe that envie you have not had ability to wrong 

you and contend againſt you. Ir is agreat goodnefſe of God fo to 
'hedge about a mans eſtare, that no man hath beene able to breake 
in upon him to hurt him, and ir is neither mens wit nor greatncſſe 
that can procure unto them this ſafery,bur it is God alone that ma- 
keth them to dwell in ſafety. Let our hearts be lifted up to praiſe 


| vers troubles 


| rw that hath ſo incompaſſed us with his favour as with a 
| ield, 

; But next, 1ſaac was croſſed in his children. Firſt, in that hee 
continued long without iſſue, whereas God had promiſed him iflue, 


and the hope of his ſalvation depended upon the performance of 
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whom all Nations were to bee bleſſed, and "an hee was married 
ewenty yeeres afore this promiſe was fulfilled. So long did God 
exerciſe his faith with delay. 

Learne to beare with patience Gods deferring of his promi- 
ſes and not to let your hopes flip, bur ſtill ro rruſt on God and waite 
for him, who will come in due time though hee fſatisfie not our 
haſtie and over-cager defires, Hold to the promiſe of God, it 
| ſhall be fulfilled at length though wee bee made to tarry ſome. 
| what long for ir, that wee may bee better finted to receive ir 

with thankefullneſſe. The longer a good thing is defired and de. 
ferred, the more abundant comfort it yceeldeth when it is 
come. 
4.He wascroſl4 But ſecondly, #ſav prooved a crofle to him in two things, 
ſedin Eſau, | Firſt, that hee tooke into the houſe two ſuch ill conditioned 
Maides, as were a gricfe of heart to Iſaac and Rebekah, Gen, 26, 
'wult, This is a bitter crofle to bee peſter'd with unquiet, froward, 
unruly and wicked daughters in Law, that ſhall make one weary 
of his life, and like cvill and bitter ſauce, rake away the ſweet- 
neſſe of all other comforts. Learne to bee thankefull, if you have 
eſcaped this croſle, and if God have provided ſuch yoake-fel- 
lowes for your children, as by their dutifull and loving carriage 
| doe make the 'comfort of your lives more abundant, framing 
| themleives to content you in all good and Jawfull things, as if 
they were your owne ſonnes or daughters: Itis a great ſatisfadti- 
on to ſee ones children ſo happily matched ; Let not this bene. 
fir bee fleighted and paſſed. over without particular thankes, And 
now prepare for this croſſe, or if you bee under it, labour to 
beare it, ſo as not to bee made weary of life, but enjoy the reſt 
ſo thankefully, that the bitternefle of this may bee ſweetened and 
| allayed. And pray to God to dire& your ſelves and your chil- 
| ren ſo in their choice or yours for them, that they may not ſtum- 
ble upon a torment unawares, and learne in chooſing to chooſe for 
| | grace rather then finiſter reſpe&ts, ſo may you hope to bee direQed 
aright, and toget atrue benefit, | 

Againe, Eſau was a crofle to his Father in his malice againſt his 
Brother,whom hee purpoſed to kill, and would not kcepe the 
thought to himfelfe ſo, but that ir uttered it ſelfe, If 1ſacc 
knew not of ir, hee was not afflicted with it, but if hee did, hee 
could not but take ir heavily. Thanke God if hee have not given 
over your children to ſuch malice one againſt the other, and it you 
lie under this miſery, make it as call as may bee, by telling 

| your ſelves it was Iſaacs croſſe, and yet God kept it from ever com- 
| ming to execution. 
2.1n 7acoh. But 1ſasc was croſſed in Taceb too, for hee lived a ſtranger from 
him twenty yceres ſo that hee did not enjoy him. Is it not a gricte 
to have a good childe as it were baniſhed and reſtrained from 
| dwelling with his Father for ſo long a time , whoſe compay his 
| ovc 
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love makes him to defire every day £ But 1/aac lived to fee much 
rudeneſſe in his Grand-children, for hee our-lived Ioſephs ſelling into 
'Feypt, and was afflicted in Tacobs uncomfortableneſſe under that 
crofſe. Blefle God if it have not happnend ſo to you, and if it 
| haye, mutter not, for what are you that you may not be put to as 
' | much hardnefle as 1ſaac ? 
And laſtly, 7ſaac died at 180 yeeres, a long life indeed for | His death, 
choſe times, but it ended in death and buriall,and 
ſo muſt each of yours even a great 
while ſooner, O therefore ſtu- 
dy to bce prepared 
for 1t. 
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EXAMPLE. 


. 


OF REBEKKAH. 


) Ebekkah was the wife of 1/aac, of her birth and 
death rhe Scripture is ſilent, We are therefore to 
look into her life, wherein obſerve the good ſhee 
had and did, the evill ſhe did and ſuffered. The 
good ſhe did, 

Firſt, whileſt ſhe lived young in her Fathers 
AQFl +» houſe, She was a Virgin untouched by man, Ges, 
24.16, Noman knew her. It behooveth young women tobehave them- 
{elves ſo modeſtly,and ſhamefac'dly,that they may bring themſelves 
untotheir own husbands undefiled. Therefore the holy Ghoſt ap- 
pointed the Parents to be carefull of preſerving the tokens of the 
maidens virginity, that they might be able to prove it againſt the 
ſanders of her husbands evill rongue (if he ſhould after report that 
te found her not a maide) but withall be appointed thar if the wo- 
man could nor prove her ſelfe to have been a Virgin, ſhe ſhould be 
drought outand publiquely ſtoned at her Fathers doore, Deat.22,13. 
You ſee that God would bave the daughter put to death which 
ſhould be bold eo proſtitute her ſelfe ro any other men, and then de- 


ceiveone that had not knowne her, and thruſt her ſelfe upon him as if | 


| ſhehad bcena Virgin,as much as ifhe had ordered that ſuch adefiled 


8 maiden 
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{the all-ſceing eyes of God do diſcovertheir lewdnefle,and will make 


[and tender the health of your ſoules more than the credit of your 
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maiden ſhould not marry any other but him that had defiled ber,ug. 


leſſe firſt ſhe had made the matter knowne unto that other, Nox 
what care ſhould be taken to preſerve chaſtity, the heathens may 
reach us, who for meere crcdir ſakeuſeddiligence in this matter,ang 
it ſhould be a ſhame for Chriſtians not to exceed Pagans inany 
point of goodneſle. : 

Let metherefore ſpeake unto you young maidens, and require 
you to follow Rebekkah inthis kinde, keep your ſelves pure,ſuffer not 
your ſelves to be won away with any ſolicitations forall occaſions 
fin, Be not havghty in conceit of your own ſtrength to withſtand a. 
ny allurement, but feare God,and beſeech him to keep you by vertue 
of his feare, clſe many a boaſting maiden hath been forced out of her 
own experience to confeſſe, that this offence cannot be prevented by 
braging. I ſay therefore, let the feare of God, and an humble heart 
and a carefull ſhunning of evill opportunities be the preſervers of 
your chaſtity. And it any of you have been corrupt, and vitiated, 
though it be knowne to none but God and your ſelves, ſee that you 
be greatly humbled, and = penitent for it. 

The cuſtome of many is, it they can conceale themſelves in this 
kinde, and that they prove not with childe,to the publique reproach. 
ing of themſelves betore men, not at all to grieve for the fin commit. 
ted, though it be nevertheleſſe abominable in Gods fight, becauſe of 
ſuch concealing itz yea, ſome there be that adde murder allo toil. 
thineſſe, uſing meanes of abortion to themſelves, or of hindering 
chemſelves from conceiving, by wicked reaches, and deviſes : But 


their offences knowne to all the world, and that ſo much the moreto 
their diſgrace, anddeſtrution, by how much they have declared 
themſelves to be more wicked, in fearing men, and not God, Indeed 
if the matter come to open knowledge, they weep, and take on,ſhew. 
ingevidently, that ignominy goeth nearer to their hearts than fu, 
and that they care not how lewd they be, if their lewdneſſecomenot 
to light.But I ſay, be you carefull to prevent ſecret ſins in this kinde, 


names, and undoe that fin by unfained repentance, which willelle 
make you odious to God, though you hide it never ſo cloſly from 
men, And [et Parents alſocary a watchfull eye upon their daughters, 
not giving them liberty rorange upand down atunfit times, tounfit 
places, leſt it befall them as it did Dinah, Iacobs daughter, when ſhee 
gave her ſelfe leave to gaze abroad to ſee the faſhions of the daugh- 
ters of thecountrey. And I muſt alſo ſpeake ro young men, wh 

goea wooing to young maidens, that they ſuffer not themſelves fo 
be ſo far tranſported with unlawfull, and unruly deſires, as to pollute 
thoſe before marriage, oraſlay to ſolicite them whom they prete 

to Joveſo, as to make them their wives, If they love them, [et them 
keep them ſoworthy tobe beloved, and enter not inro Gods Ordi- 


nance, 
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nance, through the devils Portall,as I may call it ; O be not ſowick- 
ed, ſo injurious to the maid, and the friends of the maid with whom 
you ſeek ro make affinity, as to lay a ſnare and blot upon your ſelves, 
and the kindred and parents of your ſelves, and of the Virgin to 
\mbom you pretend love and good will, but enter purely into Matri- 
mony, thar the bleſſing of God may accompany you in Matrimony, 
[And ſo much for Rebekkahs chaſtity, ſhe came an unſported Virgin 
tothe bed of marriage, 
| Now further, ſhe was a painfull and acurteous maid, for ſhe came 
'outwith her pitcher on her ſhoulder to draw water at a common 
Well and did not think ſo much of her labour, but that ſhe was 
ready to draw water, and fill the troughes till a number of Camels 
[bad drank their fill, and curreouſly let down her pitcher to giverhe 
'manthatwas a ſtranger to her, ro drink, and of her own accord offe- 
red her ſervice to water his Camels too, 
Learne you maidens to be painfull, learne to be curteous, by la- 
bour you ſhould keep your bodies in good health, and your mindes 
alſo free from vices and evill defires, and by curteſie you ſhall ſhew 
your ſelves to beof a good nature, willing to be ſerviceable, and fo 
ſhall win love, credit, and good eſteeme : but an idle churliſh per- 
ſon, that makes her ſelfe fick by her floathfulnefle, and by her back- 
wardneſſe ro doſcrvice, ((hewing that ſhe is good for nothing but to 
trick up, and pride her ſelfe) becomes loathſome to God and man. 
Be not idle, be not nice and dainty, be not ſowre and churliſh, theſe 
things will cauſe you to inherite as much diſgrace as Rebekkah did in- 
herite honour and good will, Let me commend unto you the vertu- 
ousexample of good Rebekkah, drefſſe your ſelves as it were at her 
glaſſe, and adorn your ſelves with her vertues. This Story you may 
reade at large, Ger. 24.15. and ſo forward reade it, conſider of ir, 
and take it forth into your lives, and learn'to live according, to the 
worthy preſidents which the word of God commendeth unto you, 
Thecuſtome of the world, and the corruption of nature will per- 
[madeyou rather to pride, niceneſſe, floathfulnefle, and diſcurteſie, 
butwe muſt take heed of following our. own naughty nature, in the 
infull faſhions of the world ; Sheisa Chriſtian indeed that is wil- 
8g to live according tothe Scriptures. 
Now conſider another vertue of Rebekkahs, ſhe was willing to bee 
ruled by her friends in marriage, and when they had given their con- 
ſent to Abrahams ſervant for the marrying; of her to 7ſaac,ſhe alſo con- 
{ented, and ſaid, 1willgo withthe man, Gen.14..58. So ſhouldall mai- 
dens yeeld themſelves tothe government of their parents and friends 
1nthis matter,that they may with more aſſurance & comfort expe 
the bleſſing of God tomake their lives comfortable in mariage,by gi- 
vIng them love & favour in their husbands eyes,and beſtowing upon 
them good husbands,at leaſt if they meete with ſuch as be notwhar 
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the croſſe when it comes not with a ſting upon their conſciences, 


with his, for the obtaining of fruitfulnefſe by. him. A good wo- 


her husband, andalſorocallupon Godby her felfe alone. See there- 


in thatby theit ſinfulneſſe they have even pulled miſery upon them. 
ſelves. If you be well matched, the comfort will be doubled, when 
you ſhall perceive that it is a fruit of Gods goodneſle unto you, in 
bleſſing your care of obſerving his commandements, and diregi. 
ons, and if acroſſe come, it will be far more eaſily borne, when you 
have your parents and friends ready to comfort you, and helpe yay, 
becauſe you have followed their direQions in beſtowing your ſelves, 
Thas you ſhall provide beſt for your own perpetuall welfare:for that 
inordinate paſſion, which is called love, will ſoon be quenched like; 
fire of thornes,and then it is not the fulfilling of irregular deſires,that 
will miniſter comfortunto you, It is evident by experience, that dil. 
cord and diſſention do quickly fall out betwixt them that followed 
paſionrather then duty, and diſcretion in placing themſelves with 
husband. Now you ſhall be well able thus to perform your duty both 
to God and your Parents,if you keep your ſelves owners of your own 
bearts, and ſuffer not your unruly paſſions to make you ſlaves unto 
chemſelves,and ſo romake your duty difficult and tedious. He that 
keeps his feet and legs free from ſhacklesand chains, can eaſily gos 
bout any buſineſſes that are ncedfull for him ro do, But whoſoever 
will lade himſelfwith irons and fetters, ſhall finde it grievous to ſtir 
when it is requiſite for him to goany whither, Therefore ſhackle not 
you ſoules with the chaines of unruly affe&tions, that you may chear. 
fully yeeld your ſelves to your parents diſpoſall, as both nature and 
religiondorequireat your hands. Give not away your ſelves before 
hand,commitr not that vile Idolatry of making ſome one man a falſe 
god unto you,and let not your hearts be inflaved to any one, before 
your Parents have given you, who have intereſt from God rodiſpole 
of you according to therules of diſcretion for your own good, For 
Parents looke to the conſtant good of their children in beſtowing 
them, bur their own green heads do _— regard — elſe but 
the pleaſing of their eye and fancies, which likely doth end inmiſe- 
ry and diſcontent. And fo. you have ſeen Rebekkahs good carriage 
while ſhe was a maiden, living under the government of her Eather 
in his Family, 

Now ſee how ſhe carries her ſelfe afterwards. 

1. To God, 2. To herhusband, 3. Toher children, . 

1. To God, She joyned with her husband in prayer for chil 
dren, and therefore ſhe had faithin God, and trufted in bim for 
iſſue, not barely tothecourſe of nature, for it is ſaid Ger, 25+21. 
Iſaac entreatedthe Lord for his wife, becauſe ſhee was barren, (heewas 
preſent with her husband, and joyned her owne ſupplications 


man ought to bee prayerfull, and both to-unite her devorions to 


fore you wives that you be ready to ſhew piety in the ſame kinde 


pray 
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[pray to God with your husbands, yea pray to bim for your ſelves, 
| bhusbands, and children, and for all good things, The bleſſings are 
{doubled that are gotten not alone by naturall endeavours, but by fer. 
[yen prayers unto God, tor this is a proofe, that they be granted by 
God in tavour, and ſo they become tokens of his love to men, and by 
'that meanes are much more comfortable then of their own nature 
| they could be, Thoſe wives therefore are too blame, that ſcarce are 
willing to pray themſelves, or tojoyne with their husbands, but by 
their backwardaeſle interrupt their praying together, a thing con- 
.demned by S. Peter, when it is procured by diſcontents, falling out 
'betwixt,and conſequently alſo by any other meanes, Mend this fault 
'O yewives, and you that are busbands, if the fault have been in you, 
'mend it, and ſee that you joyne together, calling upon God. If you 
| have children, yet there be enough of other things for which you 
| ought to viſite the Throne of grace, The graces of Gods Spirit are 
| much moredefirable then the fruit of our bodies, and I am ſure that 
| 


our hearts are all barren of ſuch fruit, and. cannot be made fruitful! 
but by Gods Spirit working in our hearts, and prayer will cauſe him 
tomake a barren heart fruitfnll as well as a barren wombe, bur with. 
| our prayer the heart will never bring forth true grace. Naturall be. 
'nefirs, children,and the like, doe fall into the laps of men and wo. 
\menthough they doe not ſeeke them from God by this exerciſe of 
prayer, but ſpirituall bleſſings cannot be obtained by any other 
[meanes, if this be not alſo joyned to the meanes to ſanRifie them, 
You have therefore cauſe enough to pray together as well as 1ſaac and 
Rebekkih, even though you have not barren bodies, yea, and if you 
havechildren, yet it is requiſite to crave Gods favourable bleſſing 
[upon them, without which, they may prove afterwards the greateſt 
croſſes you have, inſtead of the greateſt comforts , ſee therefore that 
,yeube nor ſlack in this jervice of God. 
| Again, Rebekkahs duty is ſeen, inthat ſhe went to God to enquire 
when ſhe found a more then ordinary ftriving in her wombe : wee 
muſt a!l learne of her to keep our peace with God, and to be alwaics 
ready ro ſeeke tohim, if any thing befall us that puts us to feareor 
trouble, as you ſce the people of God have done at all times. Ir be- 
cones the children of God ſtill ro enquire of him, and ſeeke to him 
inalloccurrents, Indeed it pleaſeth him to ſend ſuch occaſions un- 
tO us, that by them we may be drawne nearer unto him, and vifit him 
more often, and more checrefully. They therefore that are ſtrangers 
to God, and run any whether, rather thento him for help and direQi. 
on, when troubles doe come unto them, are much too blame them- 
{:lves for profaneneſſe. They acknowledge God alone in word, but 
deny him in deed, that are thus eſtranged from him. Mend this fault 
now, and that you may with more aſſurance run to God when croſſes 
and cumbers befall you, be ſure to pray without ceaſing, and to 
keepyour hearts in with him, by calling upon him at all times, Ir is 
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| amoſt happy thing to havethe Throne of grace alwaies open tO Ones 


' prayers; and it is kept open by continuance, and daily exerciſing 
| ones ſelfe in this ſervice. If any ſay, how ſhall we enquire of Gog 
| now,ſceing weare now deſtitute of extraordinary Prophets,by whoſe 
meanes we may ſcek unto him +> I anſwer, we have his Word, wee 
have his Name, we have his Miniſters and (aithiull people to go un | 
to, and by thoſe we may as ſufficiently ſeck unto him, as by any ex. 
traordinary Prophets. VWheretore as Rebekkah feeling that bulling in} 
her wombe, ſaid, why am I thus > And went tocnquire of God.Gen,| 
25.22, So muftwe in all occaſions of diſquietment,cither of body, | 
or of minde, thinke with our ſelves, why 1s it thus with me > and. 
muſt come to prayer,and crave direQionand help of him ; Wemuſ | 
runtohis word, and ſeek to informe our ſelves from thence, what| 
may be the cauſe of our preſent eſtate, and conſult with his faithfull| 
ſervants that have a larger meaſure of knowledge thn our ſelves 
that by their advice we may learne what is fit for us to doe, and upon} 
what ground it is that matters be ſowith us,and God by theſe mean; 
will ſcttle and quict our mindes as ſurely, and firmly, as ot old heac 
cuſtomed todoe by meanes of his holy Prophets. So you have * 
bekkahs piety to God, now ſee her carriage to ber husband, and we 
| finde in the Story of her life, teſtimonies of her being a dutifull wiſe, 
unto him. 

For firſt, when ſhe found him inclined to go againſt the will of) 
God (in giving away that ſolemne bleſſing which ſhe inherited from 
his Father Abraham, unto the Son to whom it was not due, becauſe 
God had preferred the younger betore the elder) ſhe was carctullto 
prevent that fin, and to procure the bleſſing unto 7acob, rowhom it 


| and falſhood, but inthat ſhe fell not to it by violence of ſpeech, but 


| ſhecauſed him toeſcape the fault before he could commit it, and 


{ indiſcreet frowardneſle, by failing of their deſires, and making things 


might procurethe ſending of 7acob into Padan Aram, ſhe did not0- 


| penly declare the matter to her husband, but came and related rhe 
trouble ſhe had with Eſavs wives, and told how bitter athing, 1! 


was due, and how 2 Notby brawling and falling out with him, but 
by a gentle anda quiet meanes. I commend not the ufing of guile 


| by agentle and milde way,in that I cannot but commend her, Here- 
| in ſhe did the part ofa loving, diſcreete, and datifull wife, whoreve- 
renced her husband, and defires tokeep him from fin, She came not 
chaffing to 1ſaac, as once Sarah did to Abraham,but by a gentle courle 


beyond his purpoſe. So muſt you good wives carry your ſelves, i! 
your husbands be about to ſerve out of the way, and you perceive 
it, you muſt endeavour by ſweer and dutifull courſes to prevent, Or 
recall them from fin,not rouſe fierce paſſion, brawling, as ſometimes 
women of a fierce ſpirit doe, who many times are puniſhed for their 


worſe, rather then changing them for the better. The ſame diſpot- 
tion to her husband ſhe ſhewed in another paſſage too, tor that ſhe 


would | 
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|you!d prove unto her, if ſhewere as bad yoked with another wife 
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that 1acob ſhould bring,and ſo won him todiſatch Zaceb for awife in- 
to Padan Aram. 


A woman ſhould alwaies deale by loving meanes with her hu. 


band, to get the good ſhe would at his hands, and not by violence 


and clamour, You that would have the repute of good wives in your 
own hcarts, {ce that you follow Rebekkah, prevaile by diſcreet, wile, 
and curtcous courſes, not by ſtrong hand, and violence, But theſe 
eager, ſharp, and paſſionate women, that will wreſt the things they 
defire out of their husbands hands, ( perhaps alſo inconvenient 
things) by chiding, and big, and loud words, as once I told you $4. 
14h ſought ro do, or elie by puling, and whining, and charging their 
busbands not to love them elſe, as the wite of Sampſon did, are to be 
blamed as undiſcrecr, and diſobedient wives, and if they repent not 
of their folly,and unrulineſſe,the Lord will one day call them to ac- 
count for their miſdemcanours : Gentleneſle, and dutifulneſſe muſt 
adorn your converſation,and your husbands muſt {ce your converſa- 
tion coupled with feare todiſpleaſe, ſo ſhall you make your ſelves 
and husbands happy,both at once,and have a kinde of lawtull power 
with them over whom you have notany authority. 

But now of Rebekkahs carriage to her Sons, ſhewas inthe right,ſhe 
loved the good ſon whom God loved moſt, 7acob was a plain man, 
but a good man, beloved of God, therefore ſhe did love him too, and 
derein ſhe did much excell her husband 7/aac, and was more tobe 
commended, and did better pleaſe God. Indeed hercin ſhe ſhewed 
her obedience to God, as well as her affe tion to 7acob,whom ſhe de- 
tired to have attain the bleſſing, becauſe ſhe knew that God had ap- 
pointed it unto him. Ir is a neceſſary thing, that men ſhould ſub- 
mitthemſelves unto God incvery thing, and become furtherers the 
deſtthey can of fulfilling his good pleaſure , when once he hath 
vuchſafed to manifeſt it untothem. O ler us learn to ſubmit our 
wills thus to Gods will, and to make it our care to have thoſe things 
done by our ſelves and others which he would have done. And learne 
Parents, andall men, of Rebekkah, to love them beſt in whom the 
Lord hath printed his Image moſt clearely and abundantly. Ler 
zodlineſſe be the loadſtone of our affetions rather then any other 
thing, yea [ct us all learn of her too,to ſtrive to procure a blefling up. 
Mm ourchildren, though not by ſucha courſe as ſhe took, for herein 
ſhewas manifeſtly blame worthy, yet by all good and honeſt courſes 


loved, ſhe could not have done it ſo well then, if ſhe had not taken 
aotice of it, and done it often before, So it is the part of a good 


Woman to cheriſh her husband in his diet, ſo far as her meanes and 


hs She loved 
herbeſt ſoa 
moſt, 


that we can, even by our prayers for them, and good inſtructions to | 
them; and the like, You have heard Rebekkahs goodneſle, ſo much as | 
[remember thar the Scriptures have left upon record, ſaving it is no- | 
ted 6fher, that ſhe made ſavoury meate for her husband, ſuch as he | 5.$he pro: 
| vided {ach 


| food tor hcr 
| husband as hc 
| liked, 


ability | - 
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ability will permit, and having informed himſelf what is pleaſing to 
him, accordingly to provide it for him, So ſhall ſhe ſhew good will 
to her husband, which alwaies makes one carefull to pleaſe and gra. 
tific the party beloved, Here is a patterne for you to live after, all; 
you good women ſeek to give your husbands due content in their 
{00d, prepare things acceptable to them as you be able, eſpecially, 
if they be weak, blinde, or otherwiſe attlicted, that your kindey. 
ſagethis way, may cven countervaile the want of other benefits, ang 
cauſe their lives ro be as comfortable tothem, as in ſuch croſſes they | 
may be : but without doubr ſhe is a bad and unloving wife, who neg. 
leReth to give her husband ſatisfaRionin this point, who ſers him 
ſhorr, and cares not to fit him with pleaſing tood , it they be notde. 
ſtieute of meanes, yea, who fecds her ſelf deliciouſly in his abſence, 
and muſt have ſome choice proviſion for her ſelf when ſhe pleaſeth, 
that (hall be hidden from his eye, and withdrawne from his mouth, 
A great fault it is in a wife, to forget that her husband and ſhedo 
make but one body, and todivide him from her in eating and drink. 
ing to whom ſhe is ſonearly linked in other ſociety, Be no more of. 
fenders inthis kinde, if you have been ſuch, but now be good nurſes 
to your husbands, and let them at leaſt partake with your ſelves ofa. 
ny good fare which you provide for your ſelves. Theſe be the things 
commendable in Rebekkah, Now I cometo her faults. 
Her faults, Firſt, ſhe uſed deceit and fraud toconveigh the bleſſing unto 1+ 
She uſedt1aud | 04, and ſoughtrather to hooke it to him by a fleſhly device, then to 
the bleſſing | COmpaſle it by a convenient and lawfullway. You ſhall reade the 
to Zaceb, Story Ge»,27.1.and 17, She knew her husband was blinde, therefore 
ſhe ſpake to 7acob to get the bleſſing by a cuaning device, the ſends 
tora Kid, makes ſuch a diſh as was pleaſing to /ſazcs palate, uſes 
meanes to make his hands and neck ſcem rough, like unto Eſau, by 
covering them with the $skins of the Kids as handſomely as ſhee 
could, and fo ſends him in to /ſasc, baving before emboldned him to 
ſay, though falſely, that he was Eſas the eldeſt Son. This wasa finin 
ber, the matter of itwas fraud and faſhood, the aggravations of it 
were, firſt, ſhe drew 7acob intothe finof lying and ſhifting, evencon- 
trary to his own temper, for the Scripture witneſſerth of him, that He: 
was 4 plain man. 

Secondly,ſhe was ſet upon it,that though 7acob obje&ed he ſhould 
getacurſe rather then a bleſſing, by ſeeming to his Father a deceiver 
and a mocker, yet ſhe found a meanes to encourage him in his lying, 
by a trick to beguile his Father wellenough ; rhat he ſhould never 
finde him our, and ſo drew him to go thorough with the crafty de- 
vice : thiswaspraQtiſed even againſt her husband alſo, ro whom it 
leaſt of all becommeth awifeto uſe deccitand lying. Only there 
was one mitigation and extenuation of her faulr, ſhe did aime at 3 
good end, but a good intention cannot juſtifie unlawfull means that 


are uſed toaccompliſh ir. We have in her then a fault of craſtineſſe 
an 
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and deccit, and lying. There is a great difference betwixt wiſdome 
and fraud, wiſdome will alwaies hold it ſelfe ro the fide of juſtice, 
not alone in the thing it mainly ſeekes, bur alſo in the path which ir 
chooſeth to walk intothatend ; But fraud is as it were a rotten wif. 
dome, and cares not to follow equity and truth in the.way ir takes, 
and neither many times inthe end. Abhorre fraud, that is, the carry- 
ing ofathing wilily with [ying, and falſhood, whether it be good or 
bad, but moſt of all if itbebad. 7t « a ſin to do evill that good may come 
of is, as S. Paul teacheth, Rom. 3. [ts aſin to lie, even for Gods cauſe, 
andto defendeven his juſtice with falſe tales, and figments, As 10b ad. 
moniſheth bis frinds that did {o, and that they might not ſeeme to 
imputeunrighteouſneſſe ro God in ſo ſore puniſhing of 7ob, they did 
impute bypocriſie to him that was puniſhed. Ir is a fin to liceven 
forapurpoſe otherwiſe good, for we are commanded to pat away lying. 
Wherefore, conſider of your ſelves, if you have not lyed and begw:- 
led, if you have not allured and encouraged others to joyne with you 
in lying, and beguiling, that elſe would not have done it. If you 
have done it againſt thoſe that were neare to you, to whom you 
ſhould have uſed more reſpet: And worſtofall, if you have done 
it for a finfull end too, that is, not to get what was due to you, as here 
1xob, but what was not due, by over-reaching your neighbours in 
bargaining, and the like, not tokeepa man from fin as here, bur ra. 
ther todraw him to fin, as in caſe of unjuſt complaines to a ſuperiour, 
tomake him puniſh, when he ſhould not puniſh ; Not ro do your 
ſelves good, as here [acob, but to do another a miſchief, as Davids 
falſe accuſers to Saul, and if your conſciences accuſe you of ſuch 
fraud, repent of it before God, blame your ſelves for it, ſeek pardon, 
reſolve to put it away for hereafter, and intreate the Lord to fortifie 
youagainſt all ſuch wickedneſſe, that ſo you may be pardoned, elſe 
great is the danger of ſuch wickedneſſe, The bread of deceit ſhall begra- 
vell in the belly, and wealth gotten by lying ſhall prove but wanity toſſcd to 
and fro of them that ſeeke death. I pray you, conſider how God cha- 
ſtiſed this guile intheſe two good perfſons,and that though they bad 
agoodendinit; For, this occaſioned the rage of Eſay, which made 
bim threaten, yca, and after attempt to kill racob, and fo drove taco 
from Iſaacs family, and kept them from that comfortable enjoy- 
ment each of other, which elſe they might have had for twenty years 
together, And be you now lovers of plainneſle, abhorre ſhifring and. 
alſhood, truft God with the ſucceſle of all your affaires, and truſt * 
not to your own hearts, and heads, he that ſeekes to effect his deſires 
by honeſt and juſt meanes, he puts confidence in Gad, and nor io 
himſclfe, he that uſeth lying and couſinage, he puts not his hope in. 
od, but in his own wit and heart : Shew true and well grounded: 
confidence in God, by keeping your ſelves within the paths of equi- 
tyand truth, lovely pathes, faire pathes, ſtraight pathes, which (ball 
(urely lead youto more happineſſe and comfort at laſt, than lying, 
an 
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and fraud, batefull, dirty, and crooked paths can poſſibly do, Learn 
as David ſaith, Pſal. 119, To hate lying, and to love Gods Law, love to 
be guided by God, who is the God of truth, and hate to follow lies, 
which are of the devill, the author of lying. Doe not obje, that 
you cannot poſhbly eſcape ſuch and ſuch miſchiefe, bring about 
ſuch and ſuch a good buſineſſe, unlefle you rurne a little aſide, 
toa little lying. I anſwer firſt, truſt God with ſucceſſe, beleeve a. 
bove hope, ler faith guide you, not naturall reaſon; Cannot he doe 
that which reaſon will call impoſſible > Hath not be ſaid, Rowle; 
ſelf upon God, and thy waies, and he ſhall bring it topaſſe ? Will younor 
reſt upon him for the performance of ſoevident a promiſe ? And ſe. 
condly I anſwer , that the greateſtevill muſt be ſuffered rather than 
the ſmalleſt fin committed, and the attaining of the greateſt benefit, 
cannot countervaile the committing of the leaſt ſin, and that man 
doth not truly know either God, or fin, or the world, or himſelfe, that 
doth not yeeld to theſe truths. 
:.She wasroo | SO you have this fault of Rebekkahs, another is, that ſhe was too 
muchtrou= | much troubled at her evill daughters in law, and was weary of life 
bletat her |becauſeof them, This is a fault, to make croſſes too too heavy our 
ers inlay, | ſelves, tobe ſo diſtempered with them, ſo, as to become weary of 
| life becauſe of them, yea, it is a fault found in thoſe that were truly 
religious, and godly ; E/iah would fain have parted with his ſoul,be- 
cauſe of the troubles which he met withall, he defired to 4e,ſaith the 
2 King,19.4- | Story, and ſaid, 1t « enough, Now Loyd take away my ſoule from me, fr 
I am no better than my Fathers, Moſes would fain have dyed roo, when 
the people murmured againſt him, and he poures forth his griefe 
before God intheſe words, 1fthou wilt deale thus with me ,kill me now Fil 
me if 1 have fr favour in thine eyes, and let me not ſee mine evill, Some- 
times you finde good men deſirous t2eſcapedeath, and crying,Lord 
ſave me from the hands of mine enemies, and ſometimes againe even 
covetous of it, and crying with vehemency again and again, kill me 
Lord, kill me, and if thou loveſt me, kill me. 196 was exceeding deſi- 
To bebe rous to die, and ſaid, He would ſeek for it as for gold, yea,and fine gold, So 
death becauſe | YOU perceive that mans nature is prone to waxe weary of living, be 
- — 4 a |cauſcofaffliion, and that this is a fault, and a weakneſle,is evident. 
wane *[It is ana of ingratitude, becauſe a manconſiders not as well the 
good he enjoyeth, as the evill, for if he would reckon well, hedothal- 
waics receive more good at Gods hand in this life, thanevill, but 4 
one bitter morſell cauſeth that the mouth taſteth nothing almoſt but 
bitterneſſe, though it have before received many dainty morſels, {0 
itis withus in this caſe, 

Againe, it is a fruit of hopeleſneſſe, and deſpaire, the ſoule 
doth not expe the favourable goodneſſe of God to ſtrengthen, 
and deliver indue time, but thinks it will never be better with mee 
till I die, and therefore wiſheth ir ſelfe out of the world. Hope 


would hold the heart up from theſe faintings, bur it is a kinde of 
deſpaire 
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deſpaire that caſts it into ſuch ſwounes, as ob ſaid, As for mine hope, 
where & it ? 

Thirdly, pride is one great cauſe of this diſpoſition, men conſider 
not with themſelves how unworthy they be of any good, how much 
they have deſerved far _ evill, and therefore ate immoderately 
jexced with thoſe they feele, and therefore count their beeing a bur- 
den. Burt is it not a fruit of great pride ina man,that as if be were his 
own maker, preſerver, diſpoler, will be to longer then he may have 
his own will > and may fce things to go along with him after his 
owne wiſhes, . 

Further, a man wrongs himſelfe exceedingly, by ſuffering himſelf 
to grow weary Of life, for firſt, he makes the miſery greater, by make- 
ing bimſelfe weaker to beare it. If a man be tobeare a great burden, 
it doth him much hurr to ſcratch the skin of his ſhoulder, for that 
will adde much to the pain of bearing. A gauled place will ſmart of 
it ſelfe, how ill doth he provide for himfelfe, that rubs off the skin 
from his houlders, when he ts pur tocarry athing. So doth he that 
will needs give way to ſo much impaticncy, as to be weary of life, 
yea, heexpoſeth himſclfe to the danger of becomming a ſelf-mmur. 
therer, that yeeldeth to this wearincfleof life, For it will not be ve- 
ry hard coperſwadeany man tocaft away that which is his burden, 
So it is evident, that this was an off-nce in Rebekkah. 

And now come you men and women of all rankes, looke into your 
ſelves. Havenot you alfo been weary of life, and that upon a very 
{mall occafion > A maide is croſſed in her deſires, by ber parents for 
her good, and ſhe ſces no likelibood of having what ſhee would have, 
then ſhe pules and rakes on, and wiſheth ſhe were dead and buried, 
ſhe would forgive him that would knock her on the head, A man 
bath met with ſomewhat a froward woman which vexeth him with 
herwords, then he will be dead in achafe, I would I were out of the 
world, never man was ſo peſtered with a ſhrew as I, ſo it is with wives 
too, Come now, recount you owne paſſions, are you not aſhamed of 
theſe drunken diſtempetrs > what is life, a thing ſodog cheape with 
you, that upon every occaſion you would caft it away 2 Are your 
elves things of ſo ittrle value thar ſo ſmall a matter ſhonld make you 
weary of your ſelves > You wrong God — in fuch diſtem- 
pers, for you make it appeare that you think of him, asof an angry 
governonr,that cares not how unreafonably he laies upon his ſervants 
in his anger : Either theſe corrections are ſufferable, or nor, (I meane 
ſuch as by wiſdome and diſcretion you might compoſe your ſelves 
tobeare withgentlcneſſe,)or they be not, if they be,why do you chafe 
thus 2 If they be not, who hath ſent them > Verily you provoke 
God to ſend unſuffcrable croſſes, that will make eaſic croſſes unſuffe- 
rable ; Whar ſaith the Father to the froward childe, doe you cry for 
nothing, rake you that then to make you cry for ſomething, and fo 
doubles and redoubles his blows with a ſtrong arme, till the childe, 
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feeling the {mart of his Fathers anger, begins to compole himſelfe 
toa little more ſufferance. Brethren, let us repent of this folly,there 
ſcarce liveth a man that hath not overſhot himſclfe in this faſhion: 
O letus repent of it, and let us diligently refiſt ſuch diſorderly paſj. 
ons hereafter; Let nothing make us weary of lite but fin, and not 
that ſoexceſlively, as to make us intemperately wiſh death, Of fn 
we ſhould be weary, but of life for ſins ſake I know not whether we 


may allow our ſelves at all to be weary. But for i, pon wr 


they will, we ſhould not be ſo weak and impatient, u ow weary 
of life. For God is able to deliver us out of all croſſes, and will do it, 
and he will ſo ſanQifie them tous, that it may be more fr our profit 
than if it were removed, and can give, as in /obs calc he did, ſobleſſed 
an iſſue, that our ſelves ſhall conteſle it was but our folly, not tobe 
willing to continue under them according to his will, Had not 14 
cauſe tounwiſh his former wiſhes, when the Lord did make fo large 
an addition of happy dayes untohim 2 Above all, we muſt conſider 
of our worthineſle to be damned, that we may not thinke muchof 
croſſes, and labour ſoto reſt upon God for the eſcape of damnation, 
that aflitions which are but for a ſhort ſeaſon, may nor ſeemeunto 
us extreame, Looke upon our Lord Teſus Chriſt, what ſufferings 
were comparable to his > Yetwe never meet with any wearineſſecf 
life, or wiſhing of death in him, Looke upon S. Paul too, Never 
man had feeling of greater tribulation, and he tels us, that hee tooke 
pleaſure in neceſſities, afflictions, tribulations , but that he wiſhe! 
himſelfe dead, that hce might be free from his croſſes, wee never 
reade, | 

Let us follow the vertues of godly men, but ler their weakneſſes 
be our warnings, And that we may not diſtaſte life for any croſles 
that befall us therein, let us often renew our faith in Gods gracious 
promiſes, to give us an happy ifſuc out of all, and to bring usſafely 
to his heavenly kingdome, Moreover, if ſometimes theſe fainting 
firs doe gather upon us, and our mindes be overtaken with this tired- 
neſſe of ſpirit, let us learne though to be humbled, yer not to be dil- 
couraged. We conclude not againſt Elias, Moſes, Rebekkah, Tob, that 
they were not truly ſanQified, becauſe they were imperfe& in pati- 
ence; Why ſhould we make ſuch untrue, and uncharitable, and is- 
diſcreet concluſions, either againſt our ſelves, or others with whom 
we live > Asanextenuating of faults ro make them ſeeme nothing, 
and make our hearts hard under them, is tobe condemned, ſo anover- 
aggravating of them to make our ſelves ſeem no children,making our 
caie worſe then ever any mans before, is likewiſe to be condemned; 
Satan is author of both theſe follies, and the effe& of the latter is tO 
drive us from God, as wellas of the former,and all things are ill uſed 
when they tend ro keepe us from comming to God, and truſting in 
him. So much of Rebekkahs good and bad, now of the good and evill 
occurrents that befell her, 
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Her proſperity firſt was great, for God called her from her Fathers 
houſe, inwhich Idolatry did raigne, and falſe worſhip prevailed, to 
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ea ncmber of Abrahams houſe, and a mother of the Meſſiah, and a 
p1of (for, and pratifer of Gods true religion; and not alone ſo, bur 
vave her grace tO be a godly woman, an heire of the promiſe made to 
{lraham,cogetber with her husband, This is the greateſt of mercies 
here be 1ow, to be called from darknefſe rolight,frem ſerving the de- 
vill and 1dols, to ſcrve the true and living God, 

I: God have granred toany this mercy, even to call them effe u- 
ly to himſelfe out of the darknefſe of a falſe worſhip and religion, 
Ihe light of a godly life. How much cauſe bath he co bleſſe God, 
1nd tO rejoyce in this mercy above all mercies, and bee freequently 
and heartily thankfull > But if you have nor yer attained it, for many 
cinthe Church that be not of ir;take notice of your wretched con. 
\tzon, aud now cry earneſtly to Gnd tobring you to the effeuall 
nd ſaving knowledge of his truth, that you alſo may be indeed, and 
ot in bare profeſſion, ofthe houſhold of Abraham, the true Church, 

But Rebekkb had other benefits, beauty, health, and ſtrength, for 
ht we reade,after marriage as before, Arich and godly husband 
inyhom ſhe was doubly happy for ber ſoule and ſtate, and one godl 
childe 109, whom ſhe dearely loved, and who ſhewed himſclfe a man 
worthy to be loved, A good hu+ban4, a gnod ſtate, a good childe, 
200d health, bee they not benefics indebting us to God in many 
praiſes, and thankes, and much carefull obedience > Let not theſe 
mercies be ſtrangers to your thoughts, bur ponder upon them to ſtir 
op your ſelves to thar.k 'giving and obedience, 

"om for her croſſes, ſome ſhee ſuffered in her dayes as well as 
otners, 
Firſt, her husband fell blindeand weake, and almoſt bedridden. 
Nodoubt but ſhe did participate with him in this afflition, and it 
w3agricferoher to ſee him ſo impriſoned in darkneſfe; and ſome 
trouble it muſt needs be, though her love made it eafic to give atten- 
dance upon him in that eſtate. Likewiſe ſhe could not bur grieve to 
{eeher busbands affe ions ro be ſo much more than they ſhould 
have heen for a long time upon her elder, but worſer fon, 

Itwas alſoa great griefe unto her to ſee the rudeneſſe and bloods. 
neſſeofher ſon Eſau, who comforted himſelfe againſt his brother, 
with an intention, ſo ſoon as his Fathers funerals were over, to dil- 
patch lim, and rob him of the bleſſing, though be could nor get itto 
bimſelfe, Would it not cut the heart of one of you Parents, ro heare 
that one of your ſons ( you having but a couple in all the world) 
ſhould reſolve to become a murderer of the other, and ſo you ſtood 
in danger of being deprived of them both at once, would not both 
theſe things grieve you 2 Againe, it was a griefe to her to have her 
good ſon as it were baniſhed from her houſe, and compelled to fly 
way in ſecret for his life, For had he not becn compelled to ſteale 
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| have had) the ſamewe have, and theſe alfo for an overplus of miſery. 
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into Padan Aram in reſpeR of Eſaras to ſteale thence again in reſpeq 
of Laban, his Fathers eſtate was not ſo low, that he muſt needs have 
travailed over that Iordan with a ſtaffe, and come to Zabars houſe all 
alone, and there have ſcrved an hard ſervice for a wife. Sure Iſa way 
not a prodigall, he had not conſumed his eſtate ſo, that _brahims 
grandchilde muſt be ſent out ſo poorely appointed, whoſe ſteward 
when he fetched a wife for 1ſaac,had ten Camels well laden with rich 
things, and many ſervants to attend him, and ſowith ſpeed returned 
home with his errand. But fearc of Eſau cauſed him to goe ſpeedily 
and ſecretly, thatno man mightknow ir, leſt ſo he might have fallen 
into miſchiefe by his meanes, and to tarry ſo long till he might heare 
his brother was pacificd, 

Now did not this, think you,wound Rebektahs heart > Did ſhenot 
part with a great part of her comfort, when ſhe parted with herbe. 
loved ſon Zacob ? fo far, ſolong, and in ſuch a manner, 

But worſt of all, ſo long as ſhe lived with ber daughters, ſheewa; 
miſerably vexed with their frowargneſle, and ill conditions. Indeed 
at lengrh Eſa tooke his journey to mount Seir, where her friends 
dwelled, and made this crofſe more eafie, by removing his habitati- 
onwith his wives and all he had : but in the mean it was an anguiſh 
to her, and that (vis, loſſe of Eſas roo, when 7acob was gone) could 
not but miniſter matter of ſome affli tion to her in minde. | 

Now let all of us be perſwaded to looke for theſe and thelike 
croſſes, that by fortifying our ſelves againſt them, we may be made 
more patient, and ſo beare them with lefle diſcontent : for what arc 
we, that God ſhould handle us with more indulgence than this {6 
good a woman > And thoſe that lie under any ſuch crofle inhul- 
band, ſons, daughters, daughters in law, let them frame themſehes 
roa more contented ſuffering, becauſe they finde that they bee no 
other kind of evils, than thoſe wherewith their Father hath exerciſed 
their betters in former times, as be doth alſo for the preſent; Hee 
muſt be an unruly childe that will roare, and take on,when he beareth 
no morethan his other brethren and ſiſters beare before him;yea,and 
if wc have eſcaped theſe particular croſſes , let us be thankfull eo 
God for our freedome even from them, and make the bearing of the 
reſt morecaſie, becauſewe have not(as we have deſerved, and might 
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SEE are now to handle the example of Eſau : Hee 
” wasa twin, 7acob being the other twin: VVemuſt 
4 treate of his birth, life, and death. 

Firſt, for his birth, we are informed that hee 
wasthe ſon of Iſa«c, and of Rebekkah the wife of 
I //aac, daughter of Berhuel, by his wite Milcah. 
L Which Bethel was ſon of Nachor, the brother of 


thinke; and as others, inthe yeare 2168. and after the flood, as ſome 
thinke 512, and as others, 562, for there is 60. yeares difference 
inchronologie, becauſe of the doubt about Abrahams birth. Now 
the manner of his birth was this,as the Scriptures relate, Gen.25.25. 
He came out firſt in coloar red, andall over rough, 4s an hairy garment, for 
which cauſc his name was called Eſas, which figne made as one that 
was ſtronger than ordinary children be, and all over covered with 
baire. In him the Lord ſhewed the freedome of his celeQion, as the 
Apoſtle notes, Rom. 9. For, Before the children were borne, or, had doxe 
godor evill, it was ſaid, T he elder ſhall ſerve the younger, God choſe nor 
bim bur 7acsb, though they were borne both of the ſame Parents,and 
atthc ſame burden, 


Now concerning his life, we muſt conſider ; 1. That which was 
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Abrcham. He was borne inthe yeare of the world 2108, as ſome| 
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good therein, 2. That which was evill. 3, His proſperity. 4, His 
croſles and miſeries. | al 

For the firſt, ſome things he did that for matter were good and 
commendable, as even a bad man may have ſome good _ fouad 
in bim, The firſt good thing was, that he did ſhew good reſpeR un. 
to Iſaac his Father, For he was glad tograrific him in his dier, bring. 
ing home the Veniſon that he caught, of which was madeda 
mear, which the old man loved to teed upon, and when he camey 
him to preſent his Veniſon, according to his Fathers appointment, 
that he might receive the bleſſing from his Father, he ſpake reverent. 
ly unto him. For when he brought the meate realy prepared for his 
eating, he ſaid thus ro him, Let my Father eriſe and eat of his ſons Ven; 
ſon, that thy ſoule may bleſſe mee, Chap. 27. 31. and after ver. 34. Bleſ 
me, even me alſo,0 my Father, and ver. 38. Haſt thou but one bleſin 
Father, bleſſe me, even me alſo, o my Father, Though his Father had gi 
ven the bleſſing to Zacob his brother, yet he doth not rage and grow 1n- 
to paſſionate expoſtulations, but with gentle and reverent termes,and 
with teares, and with prayers ſeekes to get ſome bleſſing from him, 
This proveth evidently, that he carried a reverent eſteeme of his F4. 
ther in his heart, and honoured him duly. The ſame love andreſpe8 
he ſhewed to /ſaac after, for when his wrath was kindled againſt his 
brother Zacob, and that he minded to revenge himſelfe by killing /, 
cob: Yethereſolved to forbeare till 7/aac was dead, that he might not 
procure too much griefe and ſorrow to bim in his old age, and there. 
fore it is recorded, that he ſaid, The dayes of mourning for my Father ar 
at haxd, then will Tkill my brother Iacob, ver, 41. He would not havede. 
ferred the murder of his brother for Iſaacs ſake till after his death, but 
that he bare ſome reſpe& and good will unto his Father. And hee 
| ſhewed the ſame reſpe@ untobim after, Chap. 28. 6. For when hee 
perceived his Father had bleſſed 7arob, and ſent him to fetch awile 
from Padan Aram, and not totake any Canaanitiſh woman, and that 
the daughters of Canaan which he had married diſpleaſed bis Fa 
ther, he wentto his Vacle 7ſhmael, and rooke his daughter Mahaluth 
to wife, ſeeking as well as his wit could ſerve, to pleaſe his Fatherin 
that latter match, although indeed he went not rightly to work in 
| that marriage neither, Some care you ſee he ſhewed to give his Fa- 
| ther content, though he had not wiſdome enough to orderhimſelfe 
rightly for thatend, 

Thus this Eſas, though he wanted grace, and feared not God, yet 
| he bare love and reverence in ſome degree as a carnall man could un- 
to his Father 7/aac ; who loved him dearely, and ſo he required his 
love againe, with ſucha kinde of love as might be found in anun- 
ſanRified perſon. Now all you ſons and daughters that have Pa- 
rents living with you, or have had, come and lay your ſelves inthe 
| ballance with Eſa, and conſider if you have ſomuch as equalled 
| him in this kinde of imperfe dutifulnefſe rowards your Parents. 
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He out of a kinde of naturall inclination, or outot hope of being ſtill 
kindly uſed and bleſſed of bis Father, ſhewed much reſpe& untohim 
divers wayes, Hath nature, have carnall ends prevailed ſomuch with 
you tocncline your hearts to your parents , as they prevailed with 


Eſau > If ſo, yet boaſt not ofthis, thinke not much the better of your | 


ſelves, theſe kinde of ſhadows of vertues, cannot prove you to be gad- 
ly children, nor afford you ſound comfort, becauſe themſelves be not 
ound and perfe&t, You have no great reaſon to pleaſe your ſelves, 
becauſe you are as good as Eſau, an unſanified man, and one of 
whom we can give little hope,bue that he was a caſta-way.l ſay there- 
fore, fatisfie not your ſelves, be not good in your own eyes becauſe 
of this painted and counterfeit goodneſſe, But if otherwiſe it be, 
and that it is evident you come far ſhort of Eſas, and have not decla- 
red ſo much regard of your parents as he hath done, then how bad 
muſt you account your ſelves, that are much more (infull even than 
an Eſas might have been? And it is cleare, that divers children be 
far worſe than this bad ſon of /ſaac, for they ſhew no reverence, no 
ſubmiſſion to their aged Pareats, bur apparently fleight them in 
word and deed ; grumble at them, chate againſt them, carry them. 
ſelves cuttedly, and curriſhly towards them, if at any time they be 
croſſed by them , will not be held from following their own evill 
defires, as Eſa was from killing bis Brother, by a deſire not to grieve 
them, but wilfully run on in their wicked coutfes, even though they 
ſee and know that their wicked carriage doth greatly affli& and tor. 
ment their Parents; but purpoſely ſome do things to torment them, 
0, ſin hath a greater ſway and dominion in ſuch childrens hearts than 
it had in Eſa»s, and they are far more wicked than he was. Yea,when 
they ſec their Parents diſpleaſed with their wayes, yet they have nor 
ſomuch defire togivethem content as Eſas bad, nor do not ſo much 
aslabour inany manner, though never fo poorely, to give them any 
fatizfationart all. VWoe, woc unto ſuch children; what can he ex. 
pet from God, that is a viler ſon than Eſa» was > Let ſuch ſhame 
themſelves by his example, and now receive reproofe with meeknefs, 
and greatly repent of their undutifulneſſe, if ever they purpoſe toar- 
tain pardon. And now, let all children that defire roenjoy in them- 
ſelves the comfort of being the children and choſen of God, ſtrive ro 
outſtrip Eſas in filiall obedience and duty, Let them for conſcience 
lake ro God, put on a largor meaſure of love, and a greater reverence 
torheir Parents, labouring to pleaſe them in all things, in the Lord, 
& out of conſcience,to ſabmit themſelves unto them, & honor them 
becauſe God hath required it at their hands, and to labour to for- 
dearcall fin, as inan holy regard to God,ſoin partalſo, out ofa feare 
tovex and kill their godly Parents, whoſe tender affe&ion ro them 
cannot but cauſe that their wicked carriage ſhall prove a mighty cor. 
rahveuntotheir ſoules. Be as good as Eſas, yea in this matter be you 
farberter than he, content not thy ſelfe ro be even with a miſerable 
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Eſau in dutifulneſſe ro your.Parents. Another thing in Eſau we have 
recorded in Scripture, which is cemmendable, and that towards his 
brother Zacob, for though he went againſt him with foure hundred 
men, intending to take a ſharp revenge by killing him art leaſt, if not 
his wives and children too, yet when he ſaw his brothers loving, and 
kinde, and humble carriage, in ſending him arich preſent, and in 
bowing down and fſaluting him with his face to the ground ſeayen 
times; his naturall affeQion prevailed againſt bis former unruly 
paſſion, and he handled him very curteouſly, and ran to him, wepton 
bis neck, kiſſed him, gave him kinde words, invited him to his coun. 
trey, and would have lefr off his ſervants with him todo him ſervice, 
and ſo returned, and did him no hurt at all. 

Every man ſees thatthis was well done of Eſav, Come andimi. } 
tate him, and if you have beeti tranſported with rage againſt any, ſpe. 
cially againſt a brother for any true or imaginary iniquity ; yet when 
ſubmiſiveneſle and curreſie is ſhewed unto you, let it melt you, let 
it win you, pacifie, appeaſe you, and cauſe your paſſion to depar, 
and though you have intended,attempted,and begun to uſe violence, 
yetcaſt out ſuch thoughts, forbeare the exccution of ſuch evill pur. 
poſes, and turn your violence into kindnefſe and humanity. Be better 
than Eſau, and do this toany man, as he toa brother, and without 
ſuch gifts and ſubmiſſion, which he did by ſuch inducements, and 
ſhew love and kindnefſe for very conſcience,'as he did out of natural! 
paſſion ſtriving in him: Yea, if any man have been imbitrered againſt 
another for any cauſe, and hath fo far yeelded to his own fury, asto 
begin to do naughtily in ſeeking revenge; O let him doas well as 
Eſau did, go back in the middeſt of his enterpriſe, and not ſuffer him- 
ſelfe to be ſoconfirmed in wickednefſe, as to go through with finſull 
deſignes. Let the feare of God, the checks of conſcience, the ap. 
prehenſion of Gods diſpleaſure againſt the doers of ſuch thingy, even 
reclaime you in the middeſt, as naturall kindneſſe did this finfull 
man, Benot ſatisfied to doas well as Eſan inthis caſe, butexceed 
bim, and doe far better than he, that you may ſhew your ſelvesto 
have that grace of which Eſas was deſtitute, 

Farther Eſa, for matter of goods, ſhewes himſelfe not to be ex. 
treamly greedy and worldly minded, for when his brother had ſent 
unto him a great drove of cattle, evena gift of great value, Ges. 32, 
14, 15, Two hundred ſhee Goares, and as many Ewes, with twenty 
hee Goates, and as many Rams, with thirty milch Camels and their 
Colts, and forty Kine, and ren Buls, and twenty ſhee Aſſes with ten 
Foales. I ſay a rich.and gay/booty, he did earneſtly and heartily re- 
fuſe the ſame, ſaying, Chap.'33. 9. I haveenough my brother, keep that 
which i thine owne, and would not take it bur upon urgent preſſing: 
Firſt, it is ſaid ver. 11. Henrecd him, and he took it, Now will you 
not ſhew your ſelves as good men as Fſau in this caſe > Know when 
you have enough, be not greedy of gifts, and when your ſtare 1+ 


already 
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alrcady rich and abundanr, feck not to get into your bands though 
it be by receiving a gitt, that which is anothers, O that Zſaw ſhould 
be able to ſay, | have enough, keep that which is thine, and many that 
be Chriſtians in ſhew, ſhould not be able todiſcerne when they have 
enough, but ſhould be as eager to get even by worſe meanes, or as 
bad as this,even by taking gifrs and bribes for doing but even juſtice, 
or which is worſe, tor doing injuſtice, and ſhould by oppreſſion and 
harſh dealing even with poore and needy men, their Tenants and un- 
derlings, ſeek to get even more than enough. 

Ifany man amongſt you finde himfelfe fo earthly diſpoſed, let 
him earneſtly condemne himſelfe, and ſay alas, what a flave am 1 ro 
riches > that have nor yet ſo far denyed the world, but that I am 
more coverous and unjuſt than Eſas ſhewed himſelfe. 

If any ſay, yea, Eſas did this towards a brother , 

L anſwer, doth not Chriftianity teach us to love our neighbours 
as our ſelves 2 

Ifany ſay, but though Eſas ſaid he had enough, yer it may be,that 
he thoughe nor ſo 

lanſwer, In ſaying ſo,he ſhews he thought he was ſoat that time, 
and knew he ſhould be ſo, therefore ſhould a good man that would 
be counted far better than Eſa ſet himſelfe to be fo indeed, and at 
all times? | 

Come then, you that have eſtates large enough to afford you all 
due content, come I ſay, and Icarne of Eſau to know when you have 
enough, and nor ſtrive to get more by any greedy, unjuſt and oppreſ- 
fivecourſe. 

Let others enjoy their owne, and be you content with your owne, 
yea goe yet farther, and be content to loſe ſome of you owne to thoſe 
= are poore, and in neceſſity, and far lower and meaner than your 
elves. 

But laft of all, Eſa« joyned with his brother 7acob in burying his 
Father 1ſac, and ſo at once ſhewed his reſpeR to his Father, in doing 
that laſt duty, and his perfe& reconciliation to his brother, in joyn- 
ing with him to doc it, Learne you ro ſhew honour to your Parents 
inthe laſt a, and ler not an old grudge (tick ſoin your ſtomacks, as 
to hinder you from doing any good work becauſe you cannot bring 
your hearts to be partners with thoſe that have offended you, Eſaw, 
Eſas ſhall riſe in judgement againſt you, if you continue ſill ro have 
ſuch a coare againſt them from whom you have received injury,”as 
that their preſence will keep you from doing good workes with them 
in their company, and in their ſociety. 

And theſe be all the good things which I can call to mindethat 
the Scripture tels of thisevill man. Let us therefore paſſe on to rife 
conſideration of his faults, which are more, and greater, 

And firſt in generall, though he lived more than forty yeares in 
his Fathers houſe a religious man, and a carcfull worſhipper of God, 
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ycthelived there as an hypocrite, and got no true goodnefle, as ap. 
peares by that he was not kept from fratricide,or brother-murdering, 
by any conſcience to God, but alone by a kinde of love and reſpe& 
to his Father. Look to your ſelves I pray you, you that be children 
of godly Parents, and have beentrained up by them as well as they 
knew how, look to your ſelves, that you continue not finfull, and 
wicked, and — atthe laſt, ſuch I meane, as care nottoget 
the true knowledge of God, but continue ſtill lovers and ſervants of 
ſin, though you have a little forme of godlineſſe, ro forbeare ſome 
fins, and doe ſome good things for your Parents ſake. This is tobe 
an Eſas, even toenjoy the meanes of grace and ſalvation in a god] 
houſe, and there to conforme a little outwardly, and to abſtaine from 
ſome ſins out of reſpe& tothe Governours, though you have notrye 
conſcience to God. Search your hearts you wives,children, ſervants, 
that are educated, and live under the roofe of good men in the 
Church of God, under good meanes, and ſce your miſery, if yoube 
no better than this man was. And now labour to profit by the means 
of | pong get the truth of grace cauſing you to ſtand in awe of God, 
and todepart from all wickedneſſe, outof due obedience to his Ma- 
jeſty, that it may be ſaid of you, theſe and theſe, and all fins youre 
ſolve to leave, not for ſiniſter reſpeas of this or that perſon, or thing, 
of a Father, or the like, but out of loveto God, and a truedefireto 
honour him that hath taken you tobe his people, Thinke not well of 
your felves becauſe ſome ſelf-reſpe&,or humane conſideration kee 
you from running into groſſer ſins, but rive to imprint ſuch a filiall 
regard tothe living God in your hearts, that may cauſe you to ſhun 
all wickedneſle for the Lords ſake, and then you may comfortably 
ſay in your ſelves, now I know I ama true member of the Church, 
and not as Eſa was, at leaſt then, a rotten, and a withering, anda 
fruitleſſe branch, that bringeth forth leaves alone and no good fruit, 

But let us more particularly ſearch into Zſas : 

Firſt, in reſpe& ofhis carriage of bimſelfc in reſpe& of outward 
things: then of his carriage for matters of religion, and rhe thingsof 
God. Thirdly, His behaviour to his Parents. Laſtly,to his brother. 

For the firſt, bis life was very faulty in the manner of his orders for 
the world, for in his younger time he gave himſelfe wholly tohunt- 
ing, as it is ſaid of him, Þ 25.27. Theboyes grew up, and Eſau w4 
4 cunning Hunter, a man of the field , He meaneth a gallant fellow that 
gave himſelfe to little elſe bur the ſport of hunting, and was fill, 
in the field following that ſport. He was a rich mans ſon, andhis 
Father had great meanes, and allowed him enough, wherefore he 
cared not for any uſefull kinde of living, but followed ſports and jol- 
Nty, and by name was agreat hunter ſtill inthe fields, to pleaſehim- 
ſelfe in that hamour, Is not this alſothe common fin of many richer 
perſons > whoas they had wealth given them to be fewell toidle- 


neſſe and voluptuouſneſſe, give themſelves over to ſports, and ſome 
to 
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:0 this o! hunting, and regard not taprofit.in any good. Rudy vr pro. 
fnabletrade of lite. Eſaxs bunting may feeme nor to have been ac- 
cording toour preſent cuſtome, with kennels of bounds, but with: 
bor and quiver, as it is noted, Chap. 25. Bur bowſoever, be was fer 
wholly upon ſports, and fold himſelfe to that-kinde of delight, lee. 
ing goe other things of better nute and uſe. Surelytheo, it 13 a fin to 
live voluptuoufly, to have none other calling but paſkimes and vaine 


t10n, and ro ſpend him(elte in ſuch a trifling vainc thing that ſhould: 
be uſed as a triflle alone, to refreſh our ſelves after matters of greater 
conſequence, Nimrod was an hunter, Iſhmael was an archer, Eſav 2 


ture ſpeaketh of with diſgrace ? and not theirs rather, who bave an 


an account for your expence of time, muſt wenort an{wer to God how 
we have lived, how we have beſtowed our dayes and bourey, will this 
bea good anſwer > I ſpent the day in hunting, bawking, carding, di- 
cing, and fo I did from time to time, one day at one ſport or merry 
meeting, another, at anocher, bur all in ſuch toyes; Can you bee ſo 
fond as to imagine or belceve, that God for this cauſe gave you wir, 
ſences, lives, health, ſtrength, wealth,and other like meanes afdoing 
00d ? 
: See this fault now, ſo many as are guilty, and ſet your ſelves to a 
more profitable kinde of living, orelſe the day will come when you 
ſhall bootleſly wiſh that you had never been; O fo lay out your life, 
that the world and your (elves may be the better for it. Liveas Abra: 
= and /acob did, not as Eſau, follow ſome ſtudy, follow ſome good 
usbandry. 

Live, = thoſe that know there is another life after this, and thas 
there be more weighty and honourable things todoe than playing 
and ſporting : Take heedof bringing your ſelves intothe number of 
thoſe that are Lovers of pleaſurcs, more than lovers of God, If you ſay, 
why > Then do you condemne all uſe of ſports, as hunting, fowling, 
orthe like > 

I anſwer, no, I doe not, but I ſay, let not this ina manncy be the 
totall ſamame of your employment; Have figures, as well as eypbers 
inthe number of your dayes, let theſe kindes of exerciſes have fome 
ſmall quantity of time for your refreſhment, but ſpend your ſelves 
in better things, or elſe you ſhall be ceaſured with $. Zees his cen- 
ſurc, Tou have lived in pleaſure upon earth, and then I am ſure you ſhall 
live in torment when you muſt leave the carth, 

Bur another fault we have in Eſav, for the manner of his huntingy 
ver, 29, He came fromthe field, and was faint, he followed his paſtime 
over. eagerly and exceſſively, and knew not bow to breake jr off in 


due time, till very hunger and faintneſſc brought him home, Sure 


ſports,to make that ones occupation, that thould be alane his recrea- | 


field man z you reade no ſuch thing of Sew, Abrahars, Iſaac, Tapob. | 
Why ſhould you followthe patrerne of thoſe menwhom the Scrip- | 


honourable name in the book of God; I pray you call your ſelves to | 


reaſon 
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reaſon will conclude that it muſt necds be folly and a fin to beſo 
bound to ſome ſport, that one knowes not adue ſeaſon of leaving it 
off, but muſt run after it a long time together, till faintneſſe or hun. 
ger follow. Tobecager aftet paſtimes, and ſtay ſo long at them ag 
if they were great matters, even till extreame wearineſſe and hunger 
take one off, and rather compel], than perſwade him to leave, this is 
an inordinate uſing of ſports. For theſe recreations are inthe very 
wiſdome of nature appointed alone tocheere up the minde,when it is 
wearied with great imployments, that it may be fitted the better for 
them afterwards : and they are not tobe followed for their own ſakes, 
as not being worthy to bee made any part of the end of a wiſe mans 
life, Now he that follows them with ſo immoderate cagerneſle, and 
ſolong together, makes it appeare that he doth not uſe them as their 
nature requireth, and inſtead of firting himſelfe for better aQionsby 
them, Joth alrogether unfit himſelfe for any good ation. For what 
can he performewell , that hath toiled himſelfe ina toy till hee bee 
quite ſpent ? 

Learnel pray you to ſce this fault in your ſelves, and amend it, 
even ſtaying too long at your gawdes, following them ſuch a ſpace 
oftime together, or with ſuch great violence, that you be eventired 
and ſpent by them. Sports muſt be done ſportingly, not withthe 
like ſeriouſneſle, and earnefineſle, as ſerious matters, A ſmalldeale 
of time ſhould be allotted for mattersof ſmall value, for ſecing time 
is precious, togive much of a precious thing for that which is avery 
meane and worthleſle thing, 1s ſurely to ſuffer ones ſelfe robe con. 
ſumed by fancy and paſſions, and not to walke rationally, and dif. 
creetly. 

xa therefore not to ſuffer your ſelves tobe brought under the 
bondage of any the moſt lawfull recreation, but to be able to breake 
off ſeaſonably. 

And when is the ſeaſon, ye may ask > > 

I anſwer, when you have beſtowed ſo much time in them, as to 
bave attained the properend of them. As in meare and drink, a man 
ſhould forbear totake more, when he hath received ſo much as 1s 1c- 
quiſite for the ends of food. So in ſports. | 

And every mans diſcretion will tell him, unleſſe he hath putout 
his eyes by making himſclfe a-bondman to paſtimes, that theend is 
to fithim for better matters, by preſerving the health, and maintain- 
ing the vigour and cheerefulnefſe of bis body and minde, He muſi 
| not tarry at them as long as he can, or till he be weary; but whenhe 
bath been ſo long conſtant in them as is fit to ſtir and exerciſe his 
body, and prepare him for ſcrious matters, then muſt he leave thew 
off, and goe to ſerious matters. And l pray you, let me propound to 
your conſiderations a fit rule for the meaſuring of your time for 
ſports, Will not ſanRified reaſon tell you that you ought not to 
beſtow more time in recreations, though never ſo honeſt, to refreſh 

your! 
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| your bodies then in ſpirituall and holy duties to edifie your ſoules, 
Give nor more houres uſually to theſe baſeſt of all chings,playes and 
games, than to thoſe moſt uſetall of all things, reading the Scrip- 
cures, Prayer, Mecitations, and thoſe things that are next to ſpiritu- 
| all duties in value and ufefulneſle, ſtudying ſome worthy knowledge, 
or doing ome profitable buſineſſe in your callings. Let not the 
more worthy thing be ſet behinde the lefſe worthy : let not the Vaſl. 
all be (ct above his Soveraign, and have more honour than his Lord 
and King. | 

Another fault in Eſa inregard of his converſation about earthly | ;. Hewate 
things is, that when be came now to be an ageder man, and ſaw it | pimclt great 
rainto follow paſtime, he fell,as 7ſaac tels him, Ger, 27. 40. By thy| 
| {word ſhalt thou live, He made himſelfe great by war. The ſword was 
| not appointed toget lands and livings withall, but to defend and 
| 


maintaine men againſt unjuſt violence, and to puniſh offenders and 
malefators. But Eſas followed the wars to make himſelfe great, as 
ithath been uſed much formerly, and is now, Men would fight with 
| others to take away their lands and goods from them, and to make 
| themſelves poſſeſlours and Lords of their countries, ro get riches, 
command, and glory,and make themſclves great in worldly reſpeQs, 
| they would betake themſelves to weapons and fighting. This is, ſo 
faras I candiſcern, a fault and fin, I ſay, to take occaſion of warring, 
and making batrailes, towin mens lands and goods from them. 
| - you ſay, how was this a part of 1/aacs bleſſing to E ſar, it itwere 
| aſinne > 

lanſwer ; 7ſaacs meaning is, to relate what outward proſperity 
Eſas ſhould have:ſo that he doth nor juſtifie all the meanes he ſhould 
uletomake himſelfe great, but alone ſhewes,that be ſhould be grear, 
: andobtain a gallant countrey. It isa kinde of temporall bleſſing to 
overthrow in war, and to conquer, though one deale not juſtly in that 
matter of war, Indeed if men may live by their ſword , where is 


0 the rule of equity, Doe you 45 you wonld bee dene by, where is the | 
0 following after peace > which all are commanded to follow with 
3 all, Where is that threat, or curſe become > Which Davidpro- 
rounceth from God by way of juſt imprecation againſt ſuch, $carrer 
at the people that delight inwar + Such kinde of war as is enterprized to 
is makea living of, and ro get away other mens{poſſeſſions , for elſe to 
N- tight Gods battailes, as ſ#ah and David did, in purſuing them with 
ſt the ſword which were Gods enemies, and whom he appointed to be 
ie {opurſued,is a good thing and honourable;and ſuch as thoſe worthy 
is men before named did much delight in. Sothen to make warres and 
mM tirres, by invading others, and picking and ready accepting any oc- 
to cafion of quarrell for the raiſing of a Monarchie or Principalitie to 
or bimſclfe, is a finne, and, ſo farre as I ſee it, was Eſaas finne, who by 
to his ſword made himſelfe owner of ſuch a Countrie,as withio a little 
\ 'ime his poſteritie was raiſed to a great Kingdome for he diſpoſ- 
url | ſeſſed | 
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ſeſſed the inhabitants ot Mount Seir, and erected the beginning of 
the kingdome of Edom, Indeed, tolive by ones ſword,or by his wits, 
may well diſpute for the precedency in finfulneſſe, The one coy. 
zens, the other kils, the one uſeth ſecret tricks, the other open force, 
The one armeth ir ſclfewith fraud, the other with violeace. The one 
hurts men in goods, the other in life roo, the one will have it be. 
cauſc he can over-reach you inwit, the other becauſe he can over. 
maſter you in ſtrength ; the one careth nor ſo he can beguile you,whe. 
cher he have iuſt title or no, the other careth not ſo he can beate yoy, 
whether his title be good or not, the one breaketh the eighth and 

ninth Commandements, the other the eighth and fixth Comman, 

dements: never a betterof them, but that theworſe,which is joined 

with more crueltie and bloudinefle. And Eſas had a kind of preſage 

of his fierce and bloudicnature, when he looked fo red at bis very 

birth, and when he was affeed with the red colour of the potrage, 

ſored, ſfored, in reſpe& whereof alſo his name began to be called 

Edom,which fignifieth red, 

Here you may ſee what an erring judgement man hath ſince his 
fall, for how have men honoured Conquerours and great fightersand 
ſouldiers; whereas if the war was entred into, not out of compulſion 
'odefend,or out of juſtice to punith publike injuries againſt Cities, 
or Commnn-wealths, or Countries, it was meere robbery and mur. 
der : they were but great Pyrates, and great Theeves, and grcat mur. 
Jerers ; and yet the fooliſh blindneſle of men will needs give them 
honour and good eſteeme, 

But I need not diſgrace war to you, only this you muſt note, that 
Eſas which gave himſclfe in his younger time to nothing elſe but 
ſports afrerwards gave himſelfe ro nothing elſe but war and ſpoilgs, 

Oft volupruous youth many times ends 1n an injurious old age. 

They ſer up themielves by bad meanes at laſt , which gave . tf 
ſelves tovanity and toyes before, Thus much of Z/avs converſation 
in reſpeR of theſe earthly things : Now ſee his behaviour inreſpeR 
of ſpirituall things. 

And herein he was ſo bad a liver, that the Apoſtle cals him a pro- 
phane fellow, and warnes all of us not to be prophane as he was. 

His prophanneſſe ſhewed ir ſelfe in two acts : 

Firſt, in ſelling his birth- right. | 

Secondly, indeſpiſing it, and that continually, and with great 
careleſneſſe , ſo ſhall you reade inthe Story of Ges, 25.31, 32. The 
matter was thus, Eſa came hungry and faint from buaring, [acebbad 
made red pottage, Eſaus hunger made his eye apt to be taken with 
the lively colour of the red broth; he was as hungry men be, very ea 
zerafter food, and prayes his brother to give him ameſſe ofthe red 
otrage. Tacob ſaith, Sell me thy birth-right then, that is, paſſe over tO 
neal| thoſe priviledges that appertaine tothee as the elder brother, 

.ndon thatcondition I will give thee broth enough : Fſa« Sine, 
perhaps 
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perhaps allo he ſaid ſotoo,l am going rodie, -I cannot conceive that 


|naan,asa type of heaven, & to the continuance of the viſible Church, 


he meanes, I am now ready for hunger to give up the ghoſt,and muſt 
needs die, it I have nor inſtantly ſome of this food, for ſuch faintneſſe 
would {carce have given him leave to have enrred into (ſuch a parle, & 
Iſaacs hole, or ſome in it would have aftorded the yong maſter ſome. 
thing to have kept him fro ſtarving. But I ſuppoſe he meaneth, I muſt 
ſhortly dic, 8 the inherirance that is to follow of this birthrightyis of 
this land ſor many years hence, & therfore this birth. right wil do me 
no good, and (o he is content to ſell ir, & to confirm the bargain with 
an oath. Lo here is one at of prophanneſle, He ſhews that he did not 
care for heaven & life eternal, wherof that land was a type and figure, 
orthathedid not take notice of it asa typeand figure of heaven, and 
therefore is content to ſell it, as we uſe to ſpeak,dogcheap, for a mor- 
ſellofmear,or a meſſe of pottage, To part with the things that are 
lignes & means of artaining etcrnall life, for the baſe & trifling mar- 
ters of this life, & it he cannot have both, to chooſe rather to have the 
earthly,8& let the ſpirituall go,lo this is I ſay prophanneſs, A ſetting 
ofearthly trifling good things,as it were a meſs of good broth; before 
the Gignes and outward means of attaining life everlaſting,cven thoſe 
things that (hould do us ſpiritual good,by helping us tograce & glo- 
ry,this I ſay is prophannefle,this is Eſaus offence, The birchright car- 
ried with it divers things. 1, The ſoveraignty & chief government of 
the family. 2. The prieſthood alſo, and right to be as the miniſter of 
thewhole family. . Here and in this caſe, intereſt rothe land of Ca- 


andthe meanes of grace and ſalvation in his poſterity & family, all 
which were tranſlated to Zacob with the birthright. Now Eſau an hun- | 
ting fellow, that gave himſelfro his Croſs-bow and ſports, he either 
not informed himſelfof theſe matters, or did nor heed them nor 
conſider them, therefore he lets all goe for a good mefle of portage. 

Brethren, prophanneſſe is a fearfull fin, I meane to have ſo little e- 
ſteem of the outward meanes of ſalvation, as to part with them for a 
ſong as we ſay. But yet an higher degree of prophanneſſe. He went his 
way and deſpiſed his birth-righr, he never conſidered of his folly af. 
terwards to repent heartily of it, and ſoro ſeek pardon, and (though 
not the recovering of his birth-right, yet) to bee ſtill admitted as a 
member of 7ſaacs family, and ſo to enjoy the priviledges that were 
promiſed to him and his ſeed,but evendefpiſeth ir, he cares nor a pin 
for it, it never grieves nor troubles him that he had ſold ir,let itgo, as 
fit had been ſcarce ſo much worth as he paid for ir. So the fin is 
grievous, to deſpiſe and contemne as vain and uſcleſſe thoſe things 
that tend tobring unto us ſpirituall graces, andeternall life, 

Now brethren, be not many of you ſuch, that ſer light and deſpiſe 
the meanes of grace, you care not for the word of God, for the Sacra- 
ments, for praying, 8c. The leaſt outward benefit will make you part 
wyh theſe helps to life erernall,you think them not worth any ching, 
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you can be perſwaded to part with them for any little gaine,” orthe 
like. Nay, do not ſome of you deſpiſe them > count it a tolly to 
make ſo much adoc about them , and would not care a ruſh, if you 
ſhould never come at Word,or Sacrament more,never uſe prayer any 
more, If any bee ſodiſpoſed, as the lives of many ſhew they be, ler 
them conſider that they ſhall in vaindreame of having the bleſſing, 
even the ſpirituall bleſſing of Gods favour, and life eternall ; xa, 
could not prevaile by any teares and intreaties to have his Father give 
him a ſpirituall bleſſing , God by feare ſtrengthened 7ſaacs heart a- 
gainſt all his intreaties, It may ſeem he would fain have had theblef. 
ſing of Abrahow, which carries with it a ſpirituall bleſſing, ſome con. 
fled notion it is like he had of heaven, that muſt be given to 464. 
hams children, and that muſt go along in the family of 4braharm, and 
Iſaac, and their ſeed, this he would fain have had, and ina fitw 
hard,and did much deſire to make his Father repent of his being de. 
ceived, and bleſſing 1acob,burt he could not prevaile, It himſelfe had 
ſought at Gods hand to give him repentance for his prophanneſſe 
and other fins, he ſhould not have been rejeRed; but that was not the 
thing he ſought alone, he would have had his Father to have changed 
his minde,and given him aſſuranceof heaven, Such a confuſed defire 
of heaven may be found in the heart of a profane man, bur whenin 
this maner they would inherite the bling, they ſhall not. They that 
care not for the birth-right, ſhall miſſe of the bleſſing ; they that re. 
gard notthe outward ſigns & means of life eternall, ſhall never attain 
life eternall. A profane man,acontemner of religion & religious ſer. 
vices of God, ſhall never go to heaven without amendment , O ifany 
of you be ſuch,now(let Eſass exatnple ſtir you up to repentance, & re- 
formation,and be no more profane, as was Eſav. But 2. ſtir up your 
ſelves to be truly devout,make great account of Gods Ordinances to 
which he hath annexed the promiſe of life. Make high accountof the 
Sacraments, Word, Prayer, Theſe be his Ordinances,to have the in- 
tereſt and injoyment of them, is to havethe birth-righe : O eſteeme 
chem higbly for that excellent purpoſe to which they are aſſigned, 8 
ſeek grace in them, thar you may attaine ſalvation by them, which 
thoſe that do,are followers of 7aceb,and not of Eſav,and ſhall ſpeed as 
Iacob,But the laſtaRofprofanneſſe in Eſas was worſt of all:He leaves 
the land of Canaan,and of his owne accord goes away to Mount Scir 
from Z:c06, becauſe he found it not ſo commodious an habitation, He 
and his brother could not dwell together there, & be would not dwell 
in Tents as Iſacc & 7acobto ſhew himſelfan heir through hopeofthe 
ſame promiſes, & ſo this was an utter forſaking ofallcare of true reli- 
gion, & turning meer worldly and earthly. O take heed that none of | 
| you ſuffer profaneneſs to rake ſo ſtrong a hold,and ſettle ſodeeproot- 
ing in you, that you ſhould quite and cleane givz over all ſhew of 
piety, and follow the world wholly alrogether and profeſſedly. 

He is profane that hath nogreat care of heaven, at leaſt nor atallto 


get| 
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get grace,and therefore firſt makes no great reckoning of,nextdeſpi- 
th, aod after relinquiſhcrh,and caſterh off the ſignes and meanes of 
grace that God hath appointed, O let nor any of you be ſuch,periſh 
'not after the example of Eſavs naughtineſſe, bur ler his badneſſe 
teach you to feare to be bad in the ſame kinde, and labour tobe de. 
;yout, boly, and religious, that you may be ſaved, 
| Yet more faults muſt be ſpokenof, towards bis Father and Mother 
'hedid not ſhew that duereſpeR which he ought untothem, tor he 
\marricd Cananitiſh wives,againſt their good liking you may be ſure 
which proved an heart-breaking unto them, and when he thought to 
mend the matter in ſuper-adding the daughter of 7ſhmael, he weat yet 
inthe ſame roade that before, not craving their advice and counſell, 
|butdid it of his own head, which though he were now married, hee 
ſhould not have done ſo long as he lived, as then it may ſeeme he did 
live under their roofe, Beware you children of this fin of Eſav, wrong 
notthe authority of God and your parents both,by marrying wichout 
their conſent, liking,or privity; whether is it ſafe, betrer,& more defi- 
rable to be Zacebs imitators Gr Eſaws>but of that I have ſpokenalready. 
| Another rank of faulrs ſee towards his brother, Firſt, he accuſerh 
him for beguiling him of his birth-righr, which was a falſe accuſati. 
on, for he could not couzen him of thar, but himſelf out of a profane 
ignorance and contempt of the worth thereof, fold it away for a poore 
price,a meſſe of pottage. But man is ever ready tocaſt the blame of 
bis faulrs upon others,if they have any colour ſo todo, itwere better 
plainly ro confeſſe and rake the blame unto ones ſelf, than ro double 
thefault by covering itwith falſhood ſpringing from ſelf-love : Let 
noman ſay, that another hath deceived him of that which he hath 
fondly caſt away,or the like. But when 7acob had indeed beguiled him 
of the blefſing,wbich I cannot tell how roexcuſe, then he hated him. 
It is a grievous offence to be {o imbittered, ſpecially againſt a bro- 
ther,or kinſman,as to entertain hatred againſt him. Thow ſhalt not hate 


toy0u, ſaith our Saviour, This is far from being like God,and fo from 
being a fruit of the Spirit of Chriſt, who loved his enemics. Should 
not the Image of God ina man prevaile more to make one love, than 
his own injury to make him bate. If any of you be an Eſauite in this 
thing, an hater of one that hath done him wrong, ler him be aſſured 
that it is a great ſin, and if he excuſe it, defend ir, deny it, will not ſee 
it, nor carefully refiſt ir, let him be aſſured that his fin is nor pardon. 
ed. Hethat ſaith he loveth God, and hateth his brother, is a yay : and hee 
that ſaith he is a childe of God,and is not a lover of God, is a lyar too. 

You may ask-me what it is to hate ones brother > I anſwer. 


twodegrecs, 
The paſſion of hatred is a kinde of averſneſſe, and riſing of the 
heart againſt a man when one ſees him, ſo that hee cannor away 


27 


thy neighbour in thine heart, Love your enemies, do good tothem that do evill 


There 1s a paſſion of hatred,and a habit of hatred, and both work in 


5, He ſhewed 
not duc rc. 
ſpe ro his 
Parcnts. 


6, He falſely 
acculcd his 
brothels 


7, He hared 
bis brother. 
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8 He come 
forted him» 
ſelfe in the 
thought of 
killing his 
brother. 


2. His benefits 
all cemporall. 
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| derance alone have beenthe cauſe of irs not being done, then the 
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with him, norcan ſpeake unto, or looke curteoully, or peaccably 
upon him, but ones countenance fals when he ſees him, and he even 
turnes away, and by his good will would have nothing to doe with 
him. Tobe ſodiſpoſed toa man in reſpe& of his foule and wicked 
carriage, is not a ſin; but to be affeed in reſpeQt of an injury, is this 
ſinfull bating ofbim. But the habir of hatred is, when the hearti; 
ſoſerled in this alienation and eftrangement, that it grows towifh 
and deſire, and ſecke his hurt z now ſometimes theſe paſſions, ang 
theſe grudges be ſeen, lamented, reſiſted, and by degrees overcome, 
here hatred ruleth not : ſometimes a man will not ſee his fin in ſuch 
batred, and taketh no paincs to chaſe this ſowre leaven out of his 
heart, This over-ruling hatred is a finne that cannot ſtand with true 
charity to God. O take heedof it, ſee it, amend it, and beno longer 
like Eſas ! 

Next, he not alone intends to kill his brother, but comforts him- 
ſelf in that thought, as you may reade, Gey. 27. 44. It is a fearefyl] 
thing toreſolve upon murder, and that with delight and pleaſure, 
ſothat the heart concludeth rocommir it ſo ſoone as ſuch and ſuch; 
let is removed, or fit occaſion offered,and that fo ferledly,as not con. 
ſcionable obedience to God, but alone ſome meere reſpe& to men 
doth binder the accompliſhment. So the Phariſces reſolved to kill 
Chrift, only fearing the people they forbeared , it was glad newes to 
them when udzs offered his ſervice to betray him. This is to give 
ones ſelfeover as a ſervant to fin, and cannot be found in any childe 
of God, at leaſt, not uſually or ofren. Doe any of you finne thus in 
any kinde > Vhar ſhould I call you but Eſass ? and I beſcech you 
to take heed of malice, that it may not produce murther, and of all 
the inward motions to evill with allowance, for feare they produce 
the groſſeſt as of evill. Nay, Eſavs malice ſtrived twenty yeares in 
his breaſt, for he wentout againſt his brother when he returned from 
Padan Aram, Gen. 22, with foure hundred men after him, minding to 
deſtroy him, bur that God vouchſafed to ſtop him by putting apal: 
fion of kindeneſſe upon him. A great fin it is to attempt greivous 
offences, though one be ſtopped in the middeſt, yea though the ſtop- 
pagegrow from ſome inward motion in himſelfe ; for this ſhewes 
that the heart was once fully bent unto it, but if ſome outward hin. 


thankes of forbearance is leſle. 

Repent therefore of ſuch purpoſes and attempts, and ſhew your 
ſelves truly ſorrowfull and penitent, by confeſfing ro God the fin of 
attempting, and bleſſing his name for not permitting you to follow 
your wicked deſires, 

His benefits, they were all temporall, The dew of heaven, andthe 
fatneſſe of the earth, He was rich, proſperous, mighty, a conquerour, 
had many children, yet he could never inherite the ſpiritual bleſ- 


ſing, though he would faine have had his Father to have repented. 


Car. 


”— 
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| Gen. Eſau. Cuar.26. | 32. 


| Cain, Iſhmael, Nimrod, Eſau, had temporall bleſſings, boaſt not of 

theſe things, thinke nor your ſelves better than men for theſe things; 

His miſeries, except his lofle of the birth-right, he had few tempo. | His affliiions 

rall crofles, Heb, 12, 17, Take heed of carrying your ſelves ſo, that 

irgoenor ill with your foules, that God plague you not 
with ſpirituall plagues. For his death.the Scripture 


H.s death is 


ſpeakes nothing of it, herein /ſhmael is ror ap of 
preferred before Eſau. 
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THE EIGH TIEENTH 


EXAMPLE. 


Or ABIMELECH, | 


And themenof Git & a n. 


9 N the ſervice of //a«c, the holy Ghoſt makerh 
y mention by the way, of ſome other perions with 
whom Iſazc had occaſion taconverle, And firſt, 
be telleth of ſome paſſages betweene him and 
Abimelech King of Gerar , then of the men of 
Gerar, Wee,will therefore conſider of thoſe 
8 things which are written concerning them, 


Gen, 26.1, Whether this were the ſame man with whom Abraham 
ſojourned, or ſome ſon, or ſucceſſour of his, ir is not certaine. 

But in him let us ſee what is commendable, and fir for our imita- 
tion, for the Story tellethnot of much fin in him. But we have ſome 
verrues of his mentioned, and one thing that is likely co be a fault, 
His vertues are theſe. 

Firſt, he did not take Rebekkah from 1ſezc, though he for feareat- 
firmed her tobe his ſiſter, when the men of the place asked him of 
her; but he left her alone with 1ſazc, perhaps to make triall yet far- 
ther, whether ſhe were his wife or nor; it may be, remembring what 


Firſt then,of Abimelech King of the Philiſtins. 


had 


Gen.26 1. 


Ablmelech his 
Vermucs, 


I, He tooke 
not Rebetryab 
from 1/ +ac, 
thou: hne af- 
fn med herto 
be his ſiſter. 


— 


Ver. $5. 


2, Heconrſtru- 
ed Iſaacs (por- 
ting with Re» 
bere&4ab ia the 
beſt (cnce, 


Ver. 9, 

3. He rold 1- 
{a *« plainly of 
his taulc. 


(rt N. 


The Example of CuarP.26, 


| ther they be faults or nor, but ro take time to look thoroughly into 


had beendone before to Abraham, and with what ſacceſſe, That is 
praiſeworthy io him, and we muſt learne to be wary in our procced. 
ings, and not preſently to do ſuch things as may be doubrfuli, whe. 


matters before we adventure, 

But next, when he ſaw 7ſaac {porting with Rebekkab in a very fami. 
liar manner, he did not miſconſtrue this deed of theirs to theworſ 
ſence, condemning him of wantonneſle, and inceſt, as if he had becn 
ſonaught as tocarry himſelfe over-familiarly to his fiſter, bur con. 
ceived rather that ſhe was his wife, and that he would not have taken 
liberty rocarry hiwſelfc in that manner towards her, if ſhe had nor 
been his wife : Hedid well ro take things in the beſt ſehce as he did, 
for when he ſaw ſuch behaviours paſſe betweene theſe two, as were 
not convenient betwixt any, any other but man and wife; he con. 
cludes, ſure ſhe is his wife, elſc he would nor have ſported with her 
in that faſhion, and then goes and tels him what he conceiveth, fo 
muſt we judge the beſt of the doubrfull things we ſee done by good 
men. 

Had he been ofa ſuſpitious and uncharitable diſpoſition, he would 
bave paſſed a bitter ſentence both upon Iſaac and Rebekkah , and 
thought this, without doubt this woman is a light woman, and this 
mana libidinous and inceſtuous man, that ſhews ſuch geſtures to his 
ſiſter, whodid alſoenterraine him, but be rhinketh rather, ſurelythe} 
man is ſo gaod a man that he would never have been bold tobeare|' 
bimſelfe ſo amorouſly towards his fifter, and therefore, though hee 
ſaid ſhe was bis ſiſter, for feare or other conſiderations, yet verilyſke 
is his wife, 

We muſt beas charitable in our cenſures of men, as was this 461. 
melech, and not take leave to thinke the worſt of any mans aQions, 
but favourably interpret them, and make the faireſt conſtruQion of 
them that may be.But tobe harſh in our ceſures of any man, & think 
he is naught, he meaneth wickedly, this is a teſtimony of a hean 
guilty of as bad fins in himſelfe, and of one deſirous to hide his 
owne eyes from his owne badneſſe, by meaſuring others by himſelfe. 
For he that is himſelfe ready to doe evill, is prone to conclude, that 
others are as bad as himſelfe; and therefore, when he ſees them doe 
ſuch a thing as may poſlibly be meant ro an cvill purpoſe, he conclu- 
deth preſently, that ſo it is. For he will not thinke better of others, 
chan himſelfe, and therefore will reſolve that they have doneas ill as 
he findes that himſelfe would have done in like caſe, 

Take heed that you betray not your owne navghtineſſe, in being 
forward and haſty to blame others, 

Another good thing in this Abimelech is, that ſo ſoone as hepet- 
ceived that Tac was Rebekkihs husband, and ſhe his wife, he goes £0 
him preſently, and tels him, ſaying, S:re ſhe i thy wife, why thenſaidff 
thon, ſhe us my ſiſter, for oneof the people m1g%t lightly havelien we” 

wite, 


——_ 
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wife, and thou fhouldſt have broug ht apon us guiltineſſe. This is a good 
thing, and agrecable to the commandement of the Law, to tell our 
brother plainly of his fio. If any man ſhall do ſome unlawfull thing 
tour knowledge, we muſt goe and enquire why they did fo, and even 
rebuke them for it by ſhewing them how hurtfull or miſchievous it 
was, or might have proved. 

Sodid another Abimelech, or this ſame to Abraham before, they 
therefore have not walked rightly, that if they know any fault by 
their brother, keep the matrer to themſelves, and cntertaine hard 
conceits of them, but ſpeake no word of reproofe or admonition to 
them, So did Abſalom bchave himſelfe towards his brother Amnon, 
when he bad finncd in forcing his ſiſter, This proveth, that theydoe 
not deſire their brothers ons, oo that they are more diſpleaſed 
with the perſon than the fin, and it it be a wrong, with the injury done 
againſt themſelves, than with the offence done againſt God, If any 
of you have thus ſtored up the faults of another in his breaſt, to breed 
alienation of heart, and evill conceits againſt chem, he muſt humble 
bimſelfe for ſuch uncharitableneſle : And now, you muſt learneto 
be bold and free in this behalfe, as Abimelech, Indeed you ſee him 
not bitter nor violent, but he is plaine and duly round with him, fo 
muſt we learne to forbeare diſtempered ſpeeches and geſtures, but a 
plaine laying open of the fault before the offendor , is neceſſary to 
bring him tothe ſight of his fault , and toa free confeſſion, and at 
leaſt to an outward reformation, Looke that you carry your ſelves 
thas hereafter to your offending brethren, and if they repent nor at 
the firſt, doe it againe and againe, till you have brought them to 


anend or proved them incorrigible. 

| Further, Abimelech ſhews in his words evidently,both that he knew 
adultery to be a grievous ſin, even though a man did not perfeQly 
'know the woman tobe married with whom he commitred ir, and al- 
\ſobeleeveth that God will ſeverely puniſh it in the committer, and 
ſohewas not awilfull liver in that fin, nor would have yeelded him- 
ſelfewittingly to run into itfor the pleaſing of luſtfull paſſions, Be 
you as good as he ſhewes himſelfe, know that adultery is a great fin, 
that it ſhall bring guiltineſſe and puniſhment upon you, and there- 
fore terrifie your ſelves from committing it : Why ſhould wee 
Chriſtians be of lefſe knowledge, and have lefſe conſcience, lefſe 
feare to offend God, lefle faith in his juſtice then this Philiſtian had> 
Why ſhould we be bold to run into that crime which he was dif. 
pleaſed with 7ſazc for miniſtring occaſion of doing unwittingly ? 
Why ſhould we flatter our ſelves with hope of impunity for ſuch a 
in as he did certainly beleeve would bring guiltineſſe upon the 
commitrer > Conſider with your ſelves, whether you have not been 
loblinded and hardened with the deceitfulneſſe of fin, as knowingly, 
and of purpoſe to ruſh into the evill whichan Heathen man was feare- 
fullrocommir. 
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that none 
ſhould wiong 
Abvrabem or 
his wiſe. 


A faultin 
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CorVceran 
hard'y of the 
Phiiſtims, 


Ver, 26, 

6. He deſircth 
ro make a co» 
venant of 
peace ard 
amity with 


iſaac, 


— 


Againe, it is well done of _46:welech, that he by a firſt commag. 
dement ratified with a threat of death, charged that no man ſhould 
dare to wrong this man or his wite : He was a King, and had power 
to make ſuch an cdiR, and for the ſecuring of 1ſaac againſt his feares, |- 
and preventing any evill, publiſheth it ro his people. Governours 
muſt uſe their authority ro keeptheir inferiours from fins by threat. 
ning, and if that prevaile not by puniſhing with due ſeverity. They 
mult terrifie ther from crimes of death by denouncing the puniſh. 
ment of death, and not ſuffer them tobe more caſily drawn to naugh. 
tineſſe through hope of impunity, 

Moſt men forbeare fin for feare of puniſhment, rather then hatred 
of wickedneſſe, wherefore they muſt have this teare wrought inthem 
by the Governours, that they may be ſo reſtrained, and the Magi. 
ſtrate is to ſhew himſelfe ſuch, that if men doe evill they may feare, 
You Governours have not power to make lawes, but you have the 
care of executing lawes intruſted to you, ſee theretore that you beug- 
partially, and wiſely, and rightcouſly ſevere in putting the lawes in 
execution which are made to terrific maletaQors, elſe you bring the 
guile of their fins upon your owne ſoules, and fin at once againſt 
God the ſupreame Ruler, the Common-wealth, the ſinners them- 
ſelves, and your own ſoulcs too. 

But here by the way, I muſt obſerve ſomething that was worthy 
blame in 7ſaac, he had too hard a conceit of theſe Philiſtims, and 
thought them worſe then he found them; for he conceived 
would have killed him for his wives ſake : Surethis fearedid caſtan 
aſperſion not on the menof lower rank, but upon the chicfe perſons 
and Rulers , but loe, the King is far from doing ſo wickedly, yea, be 
doth the quite contrary, and uſeth due care to prevent this wicked. 
neſſe. We muſt learne to beware of ſuch raſhneſle, and not thinke 
ſo hardly of others, that they will wrong us in ſuch and ſuch kindes, 
till we have juſt ground for ſuch thoughts. A man is to uſe Yilcreti. 
on, and thinking that ſuch whom he knoweth not may happily 
wrong him, muſt take ſuch prudent order, that they may not hee 
able though they ſhould be willing ; or if he can take no ſuch courſe, 
he muſt leave the matter ro Gods providence, but he muſt not con- 
clude, ſure they will wrong me, and ſo condemne them before he 
heares them, and turne himſelfe ro baſc ſhifts for eſcaping the 
WIOng. 

Now another thing is alſo commendable in 4bimelech, he goeth 
tO Iſaac, ver, 26. with his friend and chiefe Captaine, and defireth to 
make a covenant of peace and amity with him, giving alſo the 
true reaſon of bis defire, and intimating an acknowledgement of the 
former unkindneſſe in diſcharging him the country, For we have ſeene 
(faith he) that God is with thee, andthou the ble(ſedof the Lord doeit, Its 
a part of wiſdome and goodnefſle roo, to be in covenant and peace 
with good men, and toabſerve how God doth pleaſe ro bleſſe men, 

at 
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edging bis worth and Gods bleſſing upon him. Wee muſt learne 


eA. bimelech. CHAP.26, 


and to a{cribe their proſperity ro Gods favourable bleſſing, all which 
things you ſee in Abimelech, He had refuſed to let 1ſaxc dwell in bis 
Countrey, yer he is not ſo ſtout hearted, bur that he will come to 
Lim, and feck his friendſhip, and that in honourable manner,acknow. 


todo the ſame things, but in a better manner , he looketh to 1/raels 
proſperity, we muſt look tothe goodnefſſe of men, and in love of their 
yertues, rather then in hope and feareof carthly thingy, be at peace 
wich chem, and live in amity towards them, Ir is a good thing tobe 
friends with Gods friends, even on whatſoever conſiderations; for by 
ſodoing a man intereſts himſelfe into tbat bleffing which God ſaith 
that be will grant to them that bleſſe his people. Bur if love of their 
religion and piety make us defire the friendſhip of any, then it is a 
zood figne, that the ſame piety and vertue is found in bim whom ir 
winneth ro beare good will unto the profeſſour of it : for vertuous 
men are ſeldome loved, and never for vertyes ſake, but by thoſe that 
ſine ſome vertue. And it giveth us ſome good hope, that Abimel/ech 
might be a man that acknowledged the true God whom 1/ac profeſ. 


ſed, ſeeing he took notice of his bleſhag upon 7ſacc, and called him 
the Bleſſed of the Lord, And this is Abimelechs goodnefſſe, One thing 
ſeemerh to bave been faulty in him, of which 7/azc alſo relleth him, 
'when he came ro-make a Covenanr, ſaying,7e hate me, and have driven 
me away from you. This is likely to be a fault, rodrivea man, a good 
man, ſo from ones countrey houſe or familiarity , that he ſhall have 
cauſe to thinke it is done out of hatred, Indeed inthe 16.ver, ofthe 
26, Chapter, Abimelech would not ſeem todo it out of hatred, but out 
of policie, becauſe of 1ſaacs greatneſle: as if he ſhould ſay, It will nor ' 
Rand with our ſafety to ſufter ſo great aman to ſojourne in our coun- 
ttey. Bur 7ſa«c ſaw a piece of malice and ill will in it, as the holy 
Ghoſt in the Story doth intimate, ſaying, They enwvied him, and v. 16. 
Then Abimelech bade him depart, moved like enough by the perſwaſi- 
ons of thoſe that did envy bim, if nor a little leavened with the fame 
leaven himſelfe. Beware of committing the like offence, ſhew nor 
ill will towards any good man, by chaſing him from you, refuſing to 
give him leave to be wich you, or in generall, by any diſcurteous car. 
rage towards him. But be rather glad of his ſociety and neigh- 
bourhood, 

And fo we have dove with Ab:melech., 

Now ſomething of his Subje@s the Philiſtims, and particularly 
the men of Gerar, The Philiſtims envyed him, ver, 14. 10 refpe& of 
his greatnefle and proſperity. This ſin of envy (4. e. being grieved 
at another mans proſperity, and bearing ill will againſt him for ir, 
which will ſurely follow ſuch griefe,for that griefe 1s aneffe& ſpring. 
Ing from nncharitablenefſe, and therefore will cauſe ic to grow 
ironger and worſer) I ſay, this (in is agreat offence, blamed in Caiz, 
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Ver, 27, 

His fault, he 
drives Iſaesc {0 
away from 
him that he 
had cauſc ta 
think ir done 
out of hatred, 


T he Phili- 


ſtims, 


I. Thcy cavi- 
cd Iſaac. 
Envy isa 
gceat ſin, 


| n /oſephs brethren, in the Phariſces, and moſt of all inthe devils, 
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[tisawrong to God in thatwe ſatisfie not our ſelves in his diſpo. 
ſing of things, for may not God ſhew more or lefle favour tomen, ax 
it ſcemeth good tohimſelte > and why, ſhould our eye be evill be. 
cauſe his eye is good 2 Itis a wrong to the perſon envyed,in that we 
do not fo behave our ſelves towards him, as we would that all other 
ſhould doe toour ſelves, for men would that others ſhould rejoyce ip 
their welfare, and not repine at it. Secondly, in that it maketh yy 
apt to doe them any injurie, as here is ſeene in the Example that we 
ſpeake of, who ſtopped Iſaacs Wells our of envy. And it is a wrong 
to ones ſelfe, in that he bringeth needleſſe vexation upon himſclfe, 
and filleth his heartwith gal}, when he might have fed on honey ag 
itwere; for we ſhould rejoyce with chem that rejoyce, and then we 
| ſhould partake of the benefit; becauſc the beſt fruit of a good thing 
is to have joy of it. 

And this envy ſpringeth from meere ſclfe-love, and pride, and fol: 
ly, in not ſeeing God in things, and ſubmitting to his wiſdome, 
Whoſoever findeth a kinde of tangue of this diſeaſe in hipſelfe, 
muſt blame himſelfe for it heartily, and thinke thus with bimſelfe, 
What ſhall I be an imitatour of wicked men, yea of the wicked 
ſpirits > What a fooliſh man am I chat will not ſee Gods wiſe 
providence and yeeld to it > What awretch, thatthinke all good 
things loſt which fall beſides my ſelfe > What a fooliſh manthat 
will make a croſſe to my ſelfe where it nced not bee, nor indeed 
is > And if anythinke, it bee had not this proſperity it might 
befall mee, and therefore at leaſt I may gricve that he hath it tomy 
dammage. 

I anſwer. | 

Thar is but a very May-be, for it will not follow that the Phili- 
ſtims would have growne very rich, if. 7ſaac had not gotten fo 
much, nor that Cain ſhould have been accepted if Abe/ had not; Yea 
verily, thoſe things that have moved God not to grant them fo 
much proſperity as another, would have cauſed him to withdraw it 
from them, even though he had not given it tothat other, For God 
{doth not forbeare to give to this perſon, becauſe he gavetothat; 
this kinde of abſtaining togive is proper tro men,whowant ſufficient 
meanes to give tO all, but God can repleniſh all wichout leaving 
himſelfe deſtitute : but God with-holds his benefits from thoſe 
that have them nor, becauſe their fins provoke him, or becaulc hee 
would affict or chaſtiſe them, 

The faults of men keep good things from their poſſeſſions, and 
they would not have been leſle faulty, if another had been leſle pro- 

ſperous, Wherefore I ſay, confeſle this. fin, ſee ir, condemne 1t 10 
your ſelves, yeeld not tot. 

Yea but I am ſure that his getting hinders my gaines. 

Anſwer, Firſt, ſay that itdoth, wilt thou be vexed that another 
hingers thee > Is ncrt this ro bevexed ar Gods providence ? 
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But lecondly, I anſwer , thou canſt not be ſurc of this, for God 
could and if he purpoſed to crofle thee, deny thee ſuch benefits, 
chough this man were not. 

Now I pray you, hate and abhorre envy, and learne to rejoyce 
with them that rejoyce, rather then torment your ſelves at them, 
and tobee thank full ro God for ſhewing favour to your neighbours, 
rather then to fret in your ſelves, Indced if we ſee wicked men pro 
ſper, wee muſt beware of over-grieving , leſt it make us fall co imi- 
rating : But rogrieve at the proſperity of an 7ſaac, is t5 ſheiw, that 
one loveth not goodneſſe, as a reward of which the Lord vouch- 
fafeth thar proſperity, 

Now ſecondly, when they had entertained envy, then they fall to 
injury; They ſtopped his VWels,and filled them with duſt, vis. The 
Wells his Father had dugge , Loc, awickedneſſe, to done injury to 
another , by hurting and hindering him, though ones ſelfe can 
reape no benefit by ir. Indeed to doe a neighbour hurt in body or 
goods without juſt cauſe (v/z, puniſhing him for ſome fault by 
vertue of authority which God hath pur into my hand) is a great 
fine, and againſt the plaine Law that ſaith, Doe as you would be done 
by, and that Commandement, Bee 4nnocent as Doves, but to hurt 
a man without any profit to himſelfe , this is an high degree of 
wickedneſſe, and proceeds from nothing elſe but envy, which is 
one of the worſt kindes of malice. To advantage my lelfe by ano. 
ther mans loſſe is moſt unjuſt, but to hinder another withour apy 
advantage to my ſelfe, this is a farre more palpable and wilfull in- 
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juſtice, 

| Ocalltominde your owne wayes , baue not you walked as croo- 
'kedly as theſe men of the Philiſtime Nation 2 Stopped up another 
mans Wels as itwere, that is, put your ſelves topaines to doe bim 
dammage, to hinder him, though you get nothing by it your 
ſelves. This-is a plaine proofe of a man ſtuffed with envy , and with 
great wickedneſſe, whereby he loves todoe evill, even for the plea- 
ſure ſake he raketh in doing, nor for any othcr fruit of it, This is to 
be juſt like the devill, that ſceketh to keepe others out of heaven, 
and to bring them to hell, though it eaſe not his rorments one whit, 
becauſe it a little ſatisfieth his tomack. Repent, repent exceeding- 
ly, if you have been ſo devilliſh. 

Another fault of the Philiſtims you mcete with, Gey. 26. 19, 
20, 21, Iſaacdigged aWell in the walley , and found there a fountaine 
of living water : that is, ſuch as did run with a full and conſtant 
lireame, Andthe Shepheards of Gerar contended for it with Iſaacs Shep- 
beards , ſaying , the water is ours, Wherefore 1ſaac called the name 
of it Hezek, or ſtrife, becauſe they ſtrove with him. Then they 
digged another Well, and they ſtrove for that alſo, and he called 
thename of it Sitnah , which fignifieth batred or camity, becauſe 
be ſaw that they contended with him now,not for need of the ah 

ur 


Cha.25.15- 
2. They 
wrongcd him, 


Ver, 19,20,21, 


3. They con- 
tcaded with 
him, 
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but out of meere hatred, becauſe they were enemics and adverſaries 
rohim, and were grieved at his welfare. 

The fault is (you ſee) contentiouſneſle, and ſtrife, growing out of 
hatred and illwill. The nature of man is full of this vice, as S. Paul, 
Filled with envy, murther, debate. Rom, 1. 9, and Hatred, variance, 
emulation, ſtrife, ſedition , are reckoned among the fruits of the fleſh, 
Gal. 5.19. S. Paultelleth the Corinths, Left that when he commeth 
unto them, he ſhall finde amone it them (with other finnes) debates, and 
firife. This ſtrife hath its originall in pride , which eaſily breedeth| 
| envy, and hatred, and ſocontention and firifez and S. 1emes ſaith, 
That theſe which have envying and ſtrife among themſelves, this wiſdm 
| # wot from above , but ts earthly , ſenſuall , and devilliſh , and that where 
Tam,3.ult. | envying and ſirife is , there i confuſion , andevery evill worke, Heſaith 
and chap.4- 1+ | alſo, That wars and fightings are among it them, from their luſts that war 
in their members, You ſee the loathſomeneſle of this vice, from the 
bad cauſes and effeQts of it. 

Take notice therefore of your owne hearts and lives, and ſee if 
none of you bee a quarellous and contentious perſon; that is, rea- 
dy upon every occaſion to ſtrive with his brother, and to breake 
forth into brawles and ſuits, challenging thatwhich is none of his, 
and diſquieting bis brethren and bimſelte. 

A man may uſe legall meancs to get and keepe that which is 
rightfully due to. him , but he muſt not doe this ina froward man. 
ner, with bitterneſſe and rage againſt his adverſary ; but for the 
things. that appertaine not to him in equity , hee muſt make noftri. 
vingatall, otherwiſe he isa contentious man, And becauſe (elfe- 
love maketh us ſo blinde, that wee are apt to deceive our ſelves, and 
to imagine we bave good title to that which indeed belongs notto 
us, wee muſt bee content to referre our ſelves willingly to other 
mens judgements , and not ſtand upon our owne opinions ; I mean 
to other indifferent, and uniatercſſed perſons, whoſe judgements 
are like to bee clearer than our owne, in things wherein themſelves 
be not ingaged. 

Let me therefore commend peace and concord , let nothing bee 
done of ſtrife, in an humour to crofſe andoppole another, or to vexe 
and angerhim. Ifcovetouſneſle or envy rule in a mans heart, bee 
will boile with contention, and flame forth into debates and ſtrifes; 
but if he have an heart contented with his eſtate, and charitably| 
diſpoſed to his brethren , hee will then! inſue peace, ad fallow| 
after it, For a juſt, controverſie may bee- carried: in a quiet and 
peaceable manner, and ſo oughtto be; bur be the caule of irwung| 
never ſo equall, if the thing be carried tumultuouſly with bitter 
words and behaviour , with railings, ſwellings, whiſperings, deck-| 
bitings, mutyall diſgracing and upbraiding one ancther, rhi91s 4 
ſignc of a naughty heart, in whom the wiſdomethat is from below| 
doth rule and beare ſway. 


Reſolve 
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| Reſolve therefore to follow peace with all men , Dot ſtriving but 
upon juſt cauſe, and thenalſo ina loving, gentle, and milde man- 
ner. And ſo much for Iſaxcs contemporaries, with 
whom his occaſions gave bim cauſe of 
intermingling. I proceed now 
to [ſaacs heire and ſuc- 
ceſſor,rhat is to 


ſay, Jacob, 
#*, * 


THE EIGHTEENTH 
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Or [] acos: 


=> HE word 7aceb ſignifierh,he holds the heele : the 
Xn rcaſonof which name you may reade Gen, 25, 
| 26, Heand Eſau were Twins born at one birth, 
Eſas was the firſt borne, and when he was borne, 
his brother came our after him and held him by 
the heele, whence this name was given him. 

Of acob we muſt ſhew three things, as in for- 
mer Examples. Hisbirth, life, and death. 
Conccrning his birth, the time and parents were the ſame which 
nenored before of Eſau, rhe manner was as you have heard, as if hee 
Madwreſtled with his brother for the birth-righr even in the birth, 
'nwhich may ſeem to be ſignificd rhe great ſtir that ſhould be be. 

wixrtheir Sncceſſours as well as themſelves, yea, and betwixt the 
g0od and bad in all ages, even thoſe that are heires of the promiſe, 
and thoſe that be contemners of the promiſe. For the Lord had fore- 
08, that two Nations were in Rebekkahs wombe, which ſhould be 
eparated One from the other, and in them the Lord did manifeſt the 
Tevomeot his Ele&ion, ſeeing he choſe the younger before the 
e(certoinheritethe promiſes, and that before they had done good 
Tevil, that rhe purpoſe of God according to ele&ion might re- 
n410e (Or be firme)not of workes,Hut of him that calleth : meaning, 
RL; Dd 3 that 


— 


Iacob his birth 
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His life, 


1, His vertucs, 


Gen. 25,97, 


x. /n generall: 


1, He was an 
upright man. 


What perfe- 


(tion is, 


It is twofold, 
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that Gods intention of ſaving by his grace, who treely calleth, not 
of any workes in any perſon, whether repenting, belecving, or any 
other workes, might be ftedtaſt and ſtable, No workes cauſe God to 
call one, or to purpoſe tocall one, or not to call another, butalane 
his good pleaſure, whereof though it be ſurethat God hath in him. | 
{lfe juſt reaſon (for he is a reaſonable agent, and doth all things, and 
moſt underſtandingly ) yet he ſees it not good to reveale tous any 
reaſon, becauſe he would make us fee what ſubjetion we owe to | 
him (that is to ſay) toreft in his will as a ſufficientreaſon to ſatisfie | 
as. God might have purpoſcd to call, and alſo have called. all with. 
out any picking or chooſing, or preferring one betore another, but 
his purpoſe was according to eleCtion or choice, he intended notto/ 
raiſe up all out of the miſerable eſtate into which _U4:m brought | 
all, bur alone ſome; and in his chooſing he might have lete whom 
he rooke, and contrarily, but he would take ſome, not all, and theſe, 
not thoſe becauſe in his wifdome he ſaw it fit ; and io great is his 
power and ſoveraignty, that we ought to be contented with this rea. | 
ſon, God would have ito. | 

Gods Ele@ion is his purpoſe to call ſuch and ſuch, leaving the 
reſt : and of this purpoſe we can give no other cauſe but this, fo ir 
ſcemed good untohim : though himſclfc have ſuch grounds of his 
choice within bimſelfe, as ir 1s fit for a wiſe agent to have for the 
ground of all his ations. He that will not quiet himſeife thus inthe 
_ of cle&ion, ſhall enrangle himſelfe ſo, that he will neverbee 
looſed. 

And ſo much of 7acobs birth, 

Now for his life, we will conſider bis vertues , faults, croſſes, 
benefits. 

For his vertues, we will ſpeake of chem firſt in generall , and here 
twothings are noted in him, Gez.25. 27. Tacob was a plaine man, and 
did dwell in Tents, The word tranſlatcd a plaine man, tignifieth a per- 
fe& or upright man. Ir is of larger ſignification than that phraſe of 
ours, A plaize man, for that in common ſpeech noterh one rhat 1s ſim- 
ple, and dealerh ſquarely and eavenly withour fraud, deccir, guile, or- 
any tricks in his ations, ſo may one be and have no great goodneſſe 
in him, But this word is uſed todenote an upright hearted man, a 
truly and intirely godly man, a perfe& man that is good withinas 
well as withour, and good inall things, at all times, and inall places 
one as well as another, one that carefully follows all the Commande. 
ments of God,not giving himſelfe leave to ſwerve from any of Gods 
waycsSat any time. 

Perfe&ion is that property inthings,by which they have all which 
is requiſite for their due conſtitution. 

There is a double perfe&tion, one of degrees, unattainable in this 
life,and it is when a man hath all the parts of obedience inthe bigh 
eſt degree that the Law rcquireth of him, this is alegall pO 
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without which no man can be juſtified before God by the Law, and 
becauſe no man can atrain it, therefore, Bythe Law ſhall no fleſh be j#- 
ſified, bur belcevers have it in Chriſt, in whom they are made the 
righreouſneſle of God, andto whom righteoufneſſe without workes 
(meaning workes of thetrown working, for they are ſach as worke 
| not in this ſenſe) is imputed. 

Perfe&tion of parts, 1s when all the parts of goodnefſe are found in 
a man. As achilde of five yeares isaperfe& man in reſpe of parts, 
heharh a ſoule, and body, he bath hands, head, heart, legs, 8c. and 
therefore is that way perfe&, though ſtature and ſtrength, and diſcre- 
tion be not found in him inthe ſame degree that after, when he is a 
| growne man. 
| Now there aretwo kindes of parts found in every thing firſt. 

Firſt, the parts efſenriall, as matter and forme, 

Secondly, the parts integrall, v7. as the ſeverall members of the 
matter, heart, head, &c. ina man, 

So in the point ery goodnefic is perfe&t when ir bath all 
the parts of goodnefle, vis. the matter, which is the a& of doing 
good and leaving evils. 2. The forme, which is the ſub;eQion of 
thewillto thewillof God; in that a man is therefore carefull ro 
leave evill and doe good, becauſe he acknowledgeth himſelf ro owe, 
and is willing to performe all obedience unto God his maker and 
Redeemer, and theſe arethe effentiall parts of goodnefle. 

The integrall, are the doing of good in every kinde, and leaving 
oſevill inevery kinde, with an endeavour, and ftriving, and wiſhing 
todoe it in every degree, even to leave all evill, the very leaſt degree, 
and todoall good 1n the very higheſt degree. Thus you fee what 
perfection is, It is an endeavour and reſolution to doe all things 
which God commandeth, and to leave all the things which he for- 
biddeth, perfealy in obedience to his authority, or if youwill, in 
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|200dnefſe of God to accept ſuch an imperfe& perte&ion ar our 
|hands, For he might have held us ftill to the condition of workes, 
and ſo reje&ing our endeavours, becaule falling ſhore of what rhe 
Law requireth, might have deſtroyed us notwithſtanding ſuch en- 
deavours,bur he bath been pleaſed to make anew Covenant, in which 
berequireth and accepteth our hearty endeavours, though there be 
much faiting, O ſhould not this move us to labour and ſtrive ! As 


bave theſe conditions propounded to him from his Creditor, well, 
pay me what you be able, ſoyou bring me good money, notcounter- 
cit, and I will accept it. Should not this make them very carcfull 
tobring him ſomuch as they were able, and thatn good filver, not 
copperand falſe coine > Againe, we loſe both our goodneſſeand our 
ſelves alſo, if we be not plaine and perfe& z If weave reſpe& to "= 
| Gods 


—— 


briefe, Perfeion of the Goſpell is a ſtriving after the perteRion of 
the Law, Now we muſt be thus perfe&t, becauſe it is a ſingular | 


itadebtor owing an hundred pounds, and not able to pay it, ſhould | 


CI 


- —_ 4 


”" 


—_ 


2, He was 3 
Skilfull, and 
able Shep» 
heard» 


Every one 
muſt follow 
ſome calling, 


| as before him Abraham had done: which thing the Apoſtle taketh 
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Gods Commandements, and be ſound in Gods preſence, wee ſhall 
not be aſhamed : but confuſion will cover our faces at the end, if we 
ſatisfie our ſelves with hollow and defeQive goodneſſe ; for a lame 
ſacrifice will not be acceptable on Gods Altar. 

Now lI pray you leteach of us conſider of himſelfe,whether he be 
ſuch adiſſembler, that hath little ſhew of piety, and is not pious in. 
deed. We muſt be followersof them that by patience and faith in. 
herice the promiſes, and be ſuch as they that have gone to heaven, if 
our ſelves purpoſe to goe to heaven, And if you be not ſo,but openly 
finfull, or hollowly and difſemblingly good ; now ſee your miſery, 
you ſhall never be heires with 4braham, Iſaac,and Zacob,it you labour 
not tobelike unto them in this perfeQion. And the way to be per. 
fe&, is to ſee our want, and to pray to God to make us ſuch, Wee 
have him tyed by a juſt faithfull promiſe to fill the hungry, and to 
heate them that call upon him. | 

Further it is ſaid, that Zzcob dwelt in Tents, not only meaning that 
he was a man brought up to tend cattell, as they did that dwelt in 
Tents, (whereas Eſau was an huntſman firſt,and a ſouldier after,) but 
chicfly that he did not ſet himſelfe to ſeek great poſſeſMons,and faire 
palaces, and houſes in the world, but ſojourned in the land of Cana. 
an, as ina ſtrange countrey, dwelling in Tents with his Father /ſaas, 


notice of, as a profeſſion of their being Pilgrims and Strangers upon 
earth, and ſeeking an enduring City, 

So hereare twothings obſervable, and imitable in 7acob; one, that 
he gave himſelf totend cattell,and was a very $kilfull and able Shep- 
heard, as appeared after, when he undertooke to tend his Fatherin 
lawes flocks. 

It is necefſary that a man have ſome calling, ſome profitable em- 
ployment, by which he is able with the common benefie of others to 
maintain his own ſelfe and family, and to uphold his eſtate. Ir isa 
promiſe, Thou ſhalt eate the labour of thine hands, Loe, labour muſt get 
our food, elſe we have not the good mans bleſſing : 1» the ſweat of! ir 
brow ſhalt thou get thy bread, This is a puniſhment, ſo far as ittendet 
toinfli& diſquietmentand troubleſomeneſſe upon men in their la- 
bours, but ſo far as it enjoyneth labour, it is not a puniſhment, buta 
precept : He that tilleth his ground ſhall have bread enough. Tilling of 
ones ground, that is, diligent following of ones honeſt calling is re- 
quired; and how ſhall a man follow that which he hath not 2 Alſo 
nature teacheth this plainly enough : the contrary alſo is full of dan- 
ger ro the ſoulc, expoſing a man to many temprations, and filling the 

eart with noyſome luſt, and making ir harder toeſcape, and towalk 

ina Chriſtian manner of life, Wherefore thoſe that have imitated 

Eſas rather than 1at8þ, and have given themſelves ro ſports and vani- 

ty, ſo that they be not able todoe any thing for their maintenance, if 

need required, haye much roanſwer for before God,and have heongyt 
s muc 
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|much miſery on themſelves, in regard they are in greater difficulty 
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of being ſaved than other men, in giving Satan and rbe fleſh anex- 
ceeding great advantage againſt their foules : He that hath no eal- 
ling is in danger to bea follower of idle companions,and rhe troupes 


on all you that are Parents, and all you children that are come ro 


education, and to traine them up for ſome due vocation and calling , 
and you children to be obſequious to your Parents in this behalfe, 
yeelding your ſelves to their direRionsz and this exhortation 1 


would inforce not only upon the poorer ſort, whoſe belly craveth ir 
of them, as So/ormon ſaith, bur even on the wealthier fort roo, whoſe 


ſogreat birth and blood, bur that there is ſome noble ſtudy or other, 
-- ſome honourable employment, wherein it will be to his honour 
to be skilfull and converſant. Men of place ſhould not need to be 
ſlaves to Dice, and Wine, and Harlots, and Sports, if they would be 
ſervants ro God in ſome worthy vocation or other. 
But Tacob dwelt in Tents : that is, lived as a Pilgrim or ſtranger, 
profeſſing himſelfan heire of the Promiſe niiade to Abraham. Though 
we be not all bound ro dwell in Tents, and to be Pilgrims in that 
ſeace, yet we elſe greall bound to have our hearts withdrawne from 
earthly things, andier on heaven, tocountthis world and the things 
ofit no better than a Tent ora Tabernacle, weake, fickle, and uncer. 
{taine, and ſoo carry our ſelves towards it, and to be in it, even as in 
a ſtrange countrey, not as in an habitation of our owne, in which wee 
meat to ſettle our felves. To behave our ſelves in the world as ftran- 
pers, and to the world and things thereof, as to a ſtrange place, 
through which we are travelling tooar own country : This is a noble 
thing, a divine, a celeftiall thing. A moſt remarkable difference be- 
wwixra true & a falſe hearted Chriſtian, becauſe one hath rhe right, 
and che other contents himſelfe with counterfeit goodneſſe, Thus 
did our Lord Ieſus Chriſt live ; thus Pax{;thus all the Sainrs;and thus 
atewe commanded to live, cvenas Pilgrims and ſtrangers. And it 
ſtands in this, that we make no reckoning of earthly rhings in com- 
pariſon of heavenly, and that we deſire earthly things none other 
way but in order to heavenly, and uſe carthly things only fo, as to be 
furtherances to our earthly beeing, and doe not ſuffer them to ſteale 
away our affeQtions from heaven, nor to hinder our diligent and con- 
ſtant praiſing of all thoſe things thar doe direQly concerne our 
beavenly eftate. Thus to minde,not the things below, bur the things 
above, is a ſure proofe of a man truly enlightned and ſanQified, and 
made conformable to the death and Reſurre&ion of our Lord Teſs 
Chriſt, Ina word, it ſtands inefteeming all carthly things as vanity 
and vexation of ſpirit, and uſing them all as furtherances to our ſpi- 
Tall well. being, otherwiſe making none account of them at all. 
For 


of iuch perſons leade nor inthe way to heaven, Therefore I call up: | 


yeares of diſcretion, requiring you to be carefull of your childrens | 


ſoulcs I am ſure doe as much crave it of them. For there is no man of * 
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For ſodoth a ftranger uſe the countrey wherein be travelleth , and 
all che things and perſons that he doth meer withall-therein, Now 
letus make uſe to our ſelves of this great vertue , by blaming our 
owne ſelves for being ſo far unlike to 7acob in this matter. How farre 
we are from dwelling in Tents, and from behaving our ſelves as Pj]. 
grims in the world, is it not more than manifeſt > O how much 
eſteeme doe we make of worldly things and perſons > how ateoyr 
hearts ſerupon them > how eagerly doe we follow them > how over. 
much doe we rejoyce inthem ! Certainly this argueth a greatdeale 
of folly. For to miſtake the worth and prices of things, is a ſpeciall 
point of folly; wedoe for the moſt part live like men of the world, 
that are not acquainted with any things more excellent than the yz. 
nities of this life : We thinke not of our mortality and uncertainty 
of carthly things, wee have our conſolation in earth, rather than 
heaven, 

This worldly mindedneſſe is to be obſerved, confeſſed, lamented, 
refuſed ; we muſt blame our ſelves for it, as for a great fault, and 
muſt oppoſe it with ſerious medirations,of earth, and heaven, and of 
our mortality, 

We muſt earneſtly pray to God todivorce us from the world, and 
to pull our hearts upward, that we may not be glued as it were tothis 
dirtand dung. To ſee this fault,isa figne of ſome true grace; for the 
world will not ſee it tobe a fault, that they are over earneſtly bent 
untothe world ; as the Fiſh findes ir not troubleſome to live inthe 
waters. 

And now let me call upon you, tobe heavenly minded hereafter, 
touſe thisworld as though you did not uſe it, to ſet it lower than 
ſpirituall graces, and than the hope of heavenly things. A childeis 
wedded to his gawdes fo long as his childiſhneſle prevailerh, but 
when he bath gotren more mature underſtanding, he rejeferh 
and mindes other things; ſomuſt we if we will ſhew our ſelves to 
be perfe& men in underſtanding. If a maſter ſets his ſervant rogather 
chips, hedoth ir, and ſhould doe it diligently in obedience tohis 
maſter ; but ſtill he rakes nor the chips for excellent chings, but 
reckons of them as of chips : ſo for conſcience ſake to God muſt we 
labour in the world, yet ſtill ſo, that we account the world as a vaine 
ſhadow, and muſt ſhew that we ſo eſteeme it, by. being ſatisfied even 
with a ſmall portion, if God ſee it fie to give us no more z and bybe- 
ing well contented if we have food and raiment, yea, and patient 
too, if we be put to ſuffer need, and want them, 

And ſo much now for 7acebs vertues in generall, He was ajer- 
fef# man, and dwelt in Tents, Now let us conſider them more par- 
ticularly. 

Firſt, let us ſee his carriage to God. ward, then to men-ward, both 
himſelfe and others, both thoſe that were ncerer to bim, andthoſe 
that were further from him. __ 

rſt, 
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| Firſt then, /acob bad true faith in God, a common grace which 1s 


found in all Gods people,and he ſhewed this faith by many comfort- 
able and worthy fruits of faith ; v7, theſe which the Story of the 
Bible noterh. 

Firſt, by bis defire toget the birth-right, and tobuy it of his bro. 
ther whodeſpiſed it, for, if it was ateſtimony of prophanneſſe and 
unbeliefc in Eſas, to ſell and ſleight his birth-right , then muſt it be 
alſo a proofe of holineſle and faith in /acob, rodeſire it and buy it, In- 
deed they were both young, and fo 7ac+b gets it in a childiſh way, by 
giving bas brother a meſle of broth on that condition, that he would 
refigne upto him all intereſt, righe, and ritle unto ir that he had, or 
might have : But yetinthe main matrer, Zacob beleeved Gods pro- 
miles for the ſpirituall benefits annexed to the birth-right, elſe be 
would not have ſought it in that manner. Graces worke in men ac- 
cording to the age and ability of diſcretion that is found in the par- 
tywhich hath them, 

There be certain childiſh and imperfe@ expreſſions of grace mix. 


\it, which is the firſt fruie of his faith, 


edas it were with the weakneſle of head that is inchildren; yer be 
theſe erue proofes of grace, and ſuch as the Lord accecprs for the ſub- 
ſtance of them ; though the weakneſſes mixed with them deferve no 
acceptation ; and for the love of the good, be paſſeth by thoſe weak- 
rneſſes, Sure had not 7acob belceved the promiſes of God concerning 
the land of Canaan, and the reſt, he would never havetooke any care 
ofthe birth-right ; but in that he doth long for it,and in fuch a fafhi-. 
on as a young man could doe, contraQts for it with bis brother, it ar- 
eues bis faith, which cauſed him ſoroeftceme of it. Indeed it was 
not that bargaine betwixt rhem that made it his, bat Gods promiſe 
before made to his mother, The elder ſhall ferve the yoanger + but this 
afeting of it ſhewed that he had been taught by his mother this his 
intereſt; and that hewas poſſeſſed with'an carneſt deſire of getting 


Secondly, be defired alſo, and highly efteemed the bicfling, as is 
ſeen in his condeſcending to bis mothers metion of getting it, ac- 
cording to ber advice. Here al{oweakneſle diſcovered it ſelfe , bur. 


joyned with it be blame-worthy, 

Indeed, Eſas alſo hadadeſireof the bleſſing, as appearedi by hiv 
earneſt entreaty, and reares to his Father, But ccobs defires looked 
moreto ſpirituall things, Eſavs to carthly : So, the ones was a fruir 


thinkes would prove beneficiall, 


of Gods promiſes, when he appeared rohim'in-adreame, as heewas: 


the deſireof attaining the bleſſing, ſhewed ir ſelfe 1n this weak-| 
neſle, and the fruit of faith is robe allowed),. though the corruption | 


offaich in Gods promiſes, the other a fruitof mecrenaturall loveto | 
ones ſelfe, by which every man would faine attaine that whicli hee | 


Arhird note and fruitof acobs faith, was his grateful{accepring | 
going on-his way ; for be preſently rooke notice that Gods'was'| 
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there, and began to be reverently afte ted towards God,and was care. 
full to ere& the ſtone for a Pillar, and to poure oyle upon ir, which 
was nothing elſe but a thankfull expreſſion of his faith in Gods pro. 
miſes, which alſocauſed him ro make the Vow following unto God, 
as you have it, Ger. 28. 10, totheend, Athankfull and comfortable 
receiving of Gods promiſes, being cheared with them,as with things 
moſt certaine, proveth faith ro the promiſe maker, and tothe promi. 
ſes; ſhewing that a man is perſwaded they ſhall be performed with. 
out faile. 

Further, /acob ſhewed his faith in making choice of his wayes, 
when Laban would have him tocontinue looking to his ſheepe after 
the fourteene yeares of ſervice were paſt for his two daughters, for he 
deſired to have the ſpotted, ſpeckled, and browne cattell rhat ſhould 
fall after,for his wages : Shewing that he looked to God, whoſe hand 
alone could diſpoſe of this ſo abſtruſe and hidden a thing inthe 
courſe of nature. Hee was willing to ſtand to Gods kindneſſeand 
love, rather than to any certain agreement with Labay ; which hee 
would not have done, had he not beleeved Gods promiſes to bleſſe 
him and to encreaſe him, as was told him in his dreame fore. 
mentioned. And therefore he tels his wives, that the Angell came 
tohim ina dreame, and bad him looke on the Rammes leaping, the 
Ewes which broughtforth the Lambes ſpotted and grizled, and ſoit 
was of God that be uſed the meanes of laying pilled ſticks in the 


troughes, at the time when the ſtronger catrell went to the Males, 
Let any man mak< trial! of the ſame courſe now, and be ſhall not 
finde the ſame ſucceſſe, Such a ſight before the ny cattell 


will hardly cauſethe yong tobe ſpotted , but that he did in faith, as 
having been I gueſſe, guided to it by the Angel,which bid himlook 
and ſee the cattell bringing forth Lambes and Goats of that colour. 
And here is a good proofe, when a man can reſt himſelfe upon God 
for his wages, and for his meanes even in this world; and not upon his 
owne wiſdome, or any ſuch like outward thing. A man would have 
thought this a very uncertaine match, bur 7acob ſtaying on Godspro. 
miſe, was defirous of this way rather than any other to receive his 
reward by it, | 

Laſtly, he ſhewed his faith in bleſſing the two ſons of 7eſeph, yea, 
and all his owne, as a ſenſible declaration to his children that he did 
not make any doubt of their poſſeſſing that Land, according to 
_ covenant with Abrahams, and promiſe to himſclfe often re- 
newed, 

Now brethren, I pray you let us labour to give credit unto that 
which God ſpeaks tous, and reſt upon his goodneſſe for the gracious 
performance of his faithfull promiſes, which is the roote of all 
graces, and will cauſe us to live holily, if we onceger it confirmed 
and ftrengthened in our hearts ; and letus labour to ſhew our faith 


by the ſame fruits that areto be ſeen in 7acob, as was before _ 
et 
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Let us highly eſteeme thoſe lignes of his goodneſſe, and meanes 
of attaining his ſpirituall benefirs, as Zacob did of his birth-righr.* 
Let us make great account of his bleſſing, eſpecially ſpirituall ble. 
fiogs in things concerning our ſalvation, whereof the Land ofpro- 
mile wasa figure. Letus receive his promiſes with reverend joyful. 
neſſe and thankfulnefle : Let us traſt upon kim for our reward of 


{any fairbfull ſervice, in any kinde that we perſorme, labouring to bee 


rſ{waded that he will ſee us requited abundantly, if men ſhould 
negleR us, 
A good man muſt truſt to Gods bleſſing on his labours, in things 
that depend upon his gracious providence, and the diſpoſition of 
things by it, rather than ro any other courſe wherein his wit may 
ſceme to make matters more certaine, Let us ſhew our faith by 
truſting alſoon God to bleſſe our children, and by leaving proofes 
even at our dying, that we be mindfull of heaven, and that we make 
no doubt but God will performe his promiſes. It our faith ſhew it 
ſelfe by theſe good efteas, it is true, and wee muſt more and more 
ſee our weaknefle in faith, by the contrary effeRs, and more and more 
labour to prove the truth and ſtrength of it too, by its gore and more 
producing thoſe and the like eff-&s, 

Lacob alſo ſhewed his taith by running to God when Bſas came 
againſt him, and by praying to God to give his ſonnes favour in the 
fight of rhe man, and by offering to God when his ſons ſent for him: 
for to have recourſe to God (till in our necds,and make his name our 
refuge, is an excellent proofe of our faith in his promiſes. 

Now ſecondly, 7acob was a religious and devout man, that 
was carefull to ſerve the true God, 1n the true exerciſes of reli- 
gion, as appeared in the particular duties of religion which hee per- 

ed, | - 

Firſt, hewas prayerfull, and ready tocall upon Gods name on all 
oecafions ; when his brother Eſas met him, hee preſently framed 
bimſelfe rocall upon the name of God, as you have it, Ger. 32. 9. 
Where is alſoan excellent forme of prayer ; for firſt, he layes downe 
the grounds of bis boldneſſe rocome to God in prayer, ſaying, God 
fm Father, that is, thou art my God in Covenant with me, there. 

re ſeeke I helpe of thee, and Thos ſaidſt unto megreturne, as if hee 
ſhould ſay, I have thy word of Commandement and promiſe guid- 
ing me to this journey, therefore I ſeeke to thee, 

And ſecondly, hee humbleth and abaſeth himſelfe before God, 
unworthy any benefit , ſaying, 1 am lefſerban the leaft, grc. Then 
bemakes his requeſt, Deliver me I pray thee, &c. and confirmes ir 
dy the greatneſſe of the danger, and bis inability ro ſave himſelfe, 
procuring great feare, Whom 7 feare, &c. and next, from the pro- 
miſemmadeunto him , Thos ſaidft. 

Loe here, a ſweet patterne for our prayers to God when we feare 
aty croſle, 
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Firſt, remember the Covenant and promiſe of God, and de. 
Clare the miſery, then humble our ſelves in acknowledgement of 
our unworthineſſe. So make our ſuirs boldly, and make our moane 
ro God. of our dangers, and feares, and helpleſnefle; and againe 
urge him with his promiſes. Had not Zacob becn accuſtomed tg 
pray,hce could not have ſollicited the Lord after this manner, in this 
extremity. : 

Againe, inthe end of the ſame Chapter, when Chriſt appeared 
unto him in an humane likeneſſe, ver.24, He wraſtled with him all 
night for a bleſſing, and would not give over till he had a promiſe 
from him, though be went limping away, the Angel giving lim ſuch 
a cruſh on the hollow of his thigh in wraſiling, as made him dray his 
legs after him, by the diſlocation, or diſ-joynting of his hip bone, 
ir may ſeeme it was through the ſhrinking of the ſfinew which had 
that bone in the ſocket. 

Ah, it is an cxcellent thing, as it were to wraſtle with God, 
and though hee ſeeme angry with us, and ready to lame us and 
maime us, as yet ſtill to minde our ſelves of hispromiſes, and con. 
tinue fervent and conſtant in prayers, till at laſt heepleaſe toanſmer 
us and make us know that wee ſhall prevaile with him. If Jacob had 

not been adevout man,well skilled incalling upon Gods name, hee 

could never have maintained in his heart ſuch an invincible refo. 

lution as this, 7will nor let thee goe till thou bleſſe me, even then , when 

inftead of bleſſing he had ſuch a wrench as might ſeeme rather to 

teſtifie anger againſt his importunity , then any minde to yeeld|. 
unto it, 

Again,when he was to ſend Benjamin unto Egypr,Gen. 43, 14. He 
followed him with his prayers,ſaying, God Almighty grant you favour 
before the Man, that he may ſend away your brother, and Benjamin, You 
muſt not thinke that hee contented himſelfe with this ſhort cjacu- 
lation, buthe made his requeſt ro God for this great thing inmore 
words and oftner, 

ws ou ſee 7acob was a prayerfull man this is one part of religi. 
ouſneſle. 

O that wee could bee prayerfull > O that wee could alſo make 
Gods name our refuge atall times 2 which they that doe nor, can 
hardly take any true comfort in their eſtate, nor account themſelves 
true Iſraclites ; and thoſethat doe, ſhew themſelves to bee guided 
with the ſame Spirit that frac! : Eſpecially let us learne to wraſtk 
with God, reſolving tocontinue earneſt and importunate, andto 
take nonay in begging for the performance of his promiſes , and for 
bis blefing , though we ſceme togaine nothing, butthar the Lord 
carries a ſhew of being angry withus , at length wee ſhall preraile 
if weecontinue fervent, and refuſe to give over, as our Lordalſo 
reacherh by his Parables inthe Goſpell, ofa childe, a friend, andthe 
poore Widdow towards the unjuſt Iudge. 


Again, 
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Azgaine, you ſhall ſee 7acob vowing a vow to God, Chap. 28. 20, 
21, verſes, the ſumme of which is this, that if God would provide 
him neceſſaries, and preſerve him ſafely in his returne home to his 
Fathers, he would r, make God his God, by adhering to him , and 
worſhipping him alone, and not imbracing any falſe God, whereof 
the world was every where full in thoſe dayes. 

Secondly , That the Pillar ſhould bee Gods houſe; that is, a 
place of publike worſhipping God , where hee would openly and 
ſolemnly ſerve him, with prayers, ſacrifices, and all fit ſervices, 

And laſtly, that be would give his tenth to God, of all that God 
ſhould give him. Loe, you muſt learne the uſe of a vow, which is 
required in the Pſalme, Yow aud pay to the Lord, 

A vow is a binding ones ſelfe inan oath to God, to doe ſome law- 
fullthing which is in his power, that he may the better attaine to 
his ſuits. And the uſe of ir is,iv affHi&ions to confirme our faith for 
the attaining of Gods help, or in proſperity to teſtifie our thankful. 
nefſe for a benefit, Let us be cautelous what we vow, and let us as 
need and occaſion ſhall offer, make vowes to God, eſpecially the-uſe 
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ofa vow may be to tie our ſelves from things otherwiſe lawfull, thar 
have been occaſions of fins tous; or to quicken us to ſuch good du- 
ties as we finde our ſelves moſt ſlack in : only take heed of vowing 
'n{hly, and vowing perpetually any thing, but what we be bound un- 
to by duty: for it is not unfit tobinde our ſelves toneedfull and com. 
manded things by a vow , as here Zacob voweth that God ſhall bee 
his God. 

I fay therefore, uſe vowes as juſt occaſion ſhall ſerve, but nor 
baſtily, nor in paſſion, for ſuch vewes likely prove miſchievous. 
And eſpecially be carefull ro doe the things vowed, that is, to make 
God your God, ſticking cloſe to him, and abhorring all forreine 
pods, And ſecing now the danger is not fo great, a running after 
heatheniſh falſe gods, beware of going after thoſe heart- Idols, plea- 
ſure, profit, credit, eaſe. Make not the belly your God, by loving 
riches, wealth, good fare, &c. more than God, and caring, for thcle 
things more than for the favour and honour of God. 

Theſe bee the moſt dangerous Idols of our times, many a man 
that abhorres to worſhip an Image , a Saint, an Angel , doth 
yet worſhip Mammon, and make the world his God ; cake 
beed of this Idolatry, labour to know, love, feare, truſt in, obey 
God, to remember him, to chooſe him, &c. to give him that 
whole, and inward ſpirituall, moſt needfull , moſt acceptable 
_—_—_ of the heart, which ſhall not ceaſe tobe worſhip even in 

eaven, ; 

Theother Commandements continue in force during this life, 
of praying, reading, hearing, Sacraments, no uſe in heaven of 
oath, vowes, and ſuch a manner of ſanifying Gods name as 
now, in heaven there is no uſe. So inthereſt : Þ/s, 
Ee 2 
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make God your =s = ws hoar oye Tae We 
Againe, prepare an e, let him have a place of publi 

ſervice and Geadds, That you have provided to your bands: [ nad 
but requeſt to keep it in handſome and decent faſhion, to maintaine 
it comelily as beſeemerth Gods houſe, not as if it were a barne or 
ſome out-houſe, 

Former times you ſee built goodly and faire houſes for God: will 
not you keep them fairely, 8 ſo, that they fhall be ſweet,and dry,and 
ſightly, not in ſuch plight that would bring the impuration of baſe. 
neſſe npon your ſelves, ifany of your houſes ſhould lie ſo? Canyoy 
be at coſt roadorne and furniſh your owne houſes, and not Gods 2 
For aſſure your ſelves, theſe places ſeparated for religious meetings 
be Gods houſes ſacred tohim, dedicated, affigned, given to him,hee 
hath intereſt into them. If an Idols-Temple be an Idols-Temple, 
that is, ſuch an houſe as an Idoll hath intereſt in, and is ſacred witha 
falſe and unholy kinde of ſacrednefle; ſure then a Church to God 
is Gods Church, and fuch athiong as be is intereſſed into, and is fa- 
cred with a true and reall ſacredneſle : Mine houſe ſhall be called an 
houſe of prayer to all nations. Loe,an houſe of prayer, that is, of pub. 
lique worſhip (a part for the whole) and this houſe Gods houſe, and 
that among all Nations. VVould you wiſh a clearcr proofe for the 
warrant of Churches and their ſacredneſſe > but what availes itto 
keep a Church handſome if you frequent it not > O thercforecome 
to Gods houſe, frequent the publique worſhip there performed. 
The meaneft ſervice done amongſt us, if it be but reading ofa Chap- 
ter,is more noble (becauſe not ſo rypicall) than the killing of a 
beaſt : Come therefore to Gods houſe conſtantly; ſare 14:95 did 
not meanethat he would ſer apart a place for publique worſhipand 
not come neare it, but thathis care ſhould be there roworſhip God, 

O that you would all come frequently to Gods houſe forconſci- 
enceandlove > Atleaſt, O that the Officers would compeſlthem 
by feare, whom goodneſſe cannot bring > that ſo they may bee in 
good way of being bettered by Gods Ordinances. 

But Zacob vowes to give the tenth of all that God ſhould give 
him, toGod , even to the maintaining his publike worſhip in 
that place, for Gods worſhip will bee coſtly. Himſelfe per- 
ſonally can receive nothing , but by giving it to his worſhip, 
and the places, and things, and perſons that belong to his worlbip, 
it is given tohim, If there be any amongſt you, that thinkesexam- 
ples of holy writ to binde him , as it ſeemes ſome doe in other 
things, where the matter is ſuch as will put them to nogreatcoſt, 
let them aske their conſciences, Why ſhould not this example 
binde them as well as any other example > That it ſhould bee 
atypicall,ceremoniall, and remporall ordinance, to give God tithe 
of all wee have ; I could never yer heare any rcaſon of any _ 

JOMme 


But to know, love, feare, delight in, obey, there is alwayes uſe, and | 
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$ome doe {traine their wits to finde Out a kinde of ſhadow in it, and 
tell what it may ſgnific ; but the Scripture, for onghe I know, doth 
not give any notice of any ſuch thing, You ſee it was the uſe aforc 
the Leviticall prieſthood, and therctore it is not a thing depending 
upon the Leviricall priefthood : Nay, the Apoſtle makes mention 
of it as a thing due to the cternall prieſthood of Aelchiſedek, There- 
fore why ſhould any man thinke his conſcience bound by any other 
Example, and not by this > Bat to me it ſeemes plaine, that Abra- 
ham and 1acob would never bave obſerved this portion in meaſuring 
outthcle paiments to God, if they had not conceived it a perpetvall 
and a naturall duty, Ir is ſurely a morall precept ro honour God 
with our goods, and by bringing preſents to him. Seeing theſe holy 
menthought it fit to grant God {o liberall a portion, why ſhould 
wenot thinke him worthy as much > But if you cannot bring your 
ſelves ro thinke that ſo much is due to God, yet I hope youwill 
make your ſelves beleeve, that ſurely ſomething muſt bee due to 
God, and that in a liberall quantity, For God is worthy to bee ho- 
noured with our goods, I trow,as much now as ever : and doe we ho- 
nour him if we bring him nopreſent, no gift > will you therefore be 
ſomewhat liberall roGod >? will you binde your ſelves by vow 2 or 
without vow freely dedicate ſome good part of your ſubſtance to 
God, and as God bleſſeth you, lay ſtill aſide ſomething (if. you di- 
ſtruſt God ſo much, as you thinke he will not reward ſuch a quantity 
asthe Tenth, why chen with a ninth, or aneighth, or a ſeventh, ora 
fifth, with ſomething I ſay, that ſhall Chew, you are deſirous roobey 
every Commandemenr, and fo to prove your ſelves ſincere to God, 
Surely romarke how God proſpersa mans labour , and then to bee 
conſtant in laying aſide a good portion for God , this ſhall be none 
ofmine, it ſhall be Gods, ready at hand for pious uſes, to keep up, 
and beautifie Gods houſe, to further Gods worſhip any way, and to 
relieve the poore members of Chriſt, would make you ſorich in 
good workes, and ſo increaſe your liberality by exerciſe, as would 
undoubtedly pull a rich bleſſing upon you, and cauſe you to have in- 
tereſt into the bleſſing of having your prayers torunneover with in- 
creaſe, 
Shew your ſelves liberall to God, and be good 7arobs, elſe,he that 
8aniggard to God, and will honour him indeed with his lips, not 
with his goods, gives others reaſon rothinke, though himſelfe be ſo 
ullof ſelf-love, that hewill not think ſoofhbimſelfe that he honours 
tim only with his lips, 

Ifany fay, his ſtate is ſo poore that he cannot, I anſwer, 

God hath propounded this as a meanes to get riches ; and the 
_u _-u hath no reaſon tothinke that Gods meanes will bee una- 
ileable. 

But a poore neceſſitous man that is faine to liveof the bounty 
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| I ſay we lay ourhands often on the book with little conſideration of 


eſtates, I am verily per{waded, thatone great cauſe of many a Chri. | 


tian mans poverty,is this ; he honours not God with his riches, and | 
why ſhould God make him rich 2 If we fee a man notrto honour | 
God with his wit and ſtrength, and then God deprive him of wit and 
ſtrength ; Doe we not readily impute this crofſe tothe deſert of that 
fin > and why are we not induced to conclude, God doth not proſper 
this man in his eſtate, becauſe he did not honour God with his eſtates 
And ſomuch for 7acobs devotion in vowing, and the things vowed, 
Now he worſhipped God allo by ſacrifice , and performed his 
vow to God at laſt. Gen. 35. 3. [will make an Altar unto God at Be. 
thel, who anſwered me in the day of my diſtreſſe, and was with me in the wiz 
which Iwent , by which it is to be thought, that Zacob prayed in hij 
journey, when he was benighted in the way, and that dreame waz 
Gods anſwer to his prayer : and ver,7. He builded an Altar, and callel 
it EI Bethel, Now this Altar was not without ſacrifices, and a py. 
like profeſſion of Gods whole worſhip : Hemade Goda houſe, and 
began there to ſettle the publike worſhip of God according to his 
vow, Indeed it wasa weakneſſe in him to ſtay ſolong, till God was 
faine to put him in minde, both by a ſore crofle, and by a Viſion of 
going to Bethel for this end ; but he was religious, and kept his Voy 
at lait. O let us keep our vowes, let us offer ſpirituall factifices of 
prayers, praiſes, contrite hearts, our owne ſelves, almeſdeeds, and ſo 
ſhew our ſelves right Iſraclites, or Iacobires, 

Laftly, his devotionſhewes it ſelfe in his religious taking of an 
oath himſelfe to Laban, and miniftring it to his fon /-ſeph, as you ſee 
Gen, 31.53. Heſware by the feare of Iſaac, he was carefull ro keephim 
to the true God, and ſwearing by bim, and that ſcriouſly, and on a 
juſt occaſion, not lightly and vainly ; and Ger. 47.29. Hedidmoſt 
religiouſly miniſter an oath to Zeſeph, ro bury bim in the Land of 
Canaan, (a type of heaven,) as Abraham bad done to his ſervant be- 
fore, making him pur his hand under his thigh ; of which I cannot 
give you acertaine and infallible reaſon, whether the geſture wereto 
ſhew ſubjeion to him to whom he ſwore,or reſpe& tothe promiſed 
ſced that was to come out of thoſe loynes : I cannor aſſure you, bur 
I pray you learne to reverence an oath by this Example, and to 
uſe it upon dueand weighty occaſions, and in a due and reverend 
manner. 

We lay our bands often on the booke,and it is our accuſtomed ſo- 
lemnity, and a very fitone, by which you may ſee thar it is no fault 
or fin touſe ſome ſolemnities in Gods worſhip, not commanded, nor 
ſo muchasexemplified; foran oath is Gods worſhip, and no man 
yet queſtioned the lawfulneſſe of that ſolemniry, in taking anoath. 


that God by whoſe name we ſweare. But the nor fearing of an oath 1s 
alleadged as part of the deſcription of an ungodly man , ſee there- 
fore that you take hced of profane ſwearing. | 
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tro praiſc him, and continue the remembrance ofhis goodneſle, that 


the ſlone for a Pillar, endpoured oyle wpon it, (which was nothing elſe bur 
a ſolemne thankſgiving) and after,yhen God appeared to him again 
at Bethel, He ſet up a Pillar, and poured oyle upon it, This was toperpetu 
arethe remembrance of the thing, ar leaſt to bring it to his owne 
mindeand his childrens, which were after to inherite the Land and 
ro ſhew his thanktull minde to God, in offering that oyle, and that 
wine in teſtimony of his joytull acknowledgement of Gods good. 
nefle rohim. 

Theſe kinde of ceremonies we have not cauſe touſe, but a careful] 
ſirring upof Gods benefits in our mindes, and thankfull acknow- 
ledgement of his goodneſſe we maft ever performe, So he called the 
place Peniel, where God appeared to him in his wraſtling, and Ma 
hanaim, when the Hoſt of God appeared to him ; and the like, All 
theſe things were proofes of a minde deſirous to bee perpetually 
mindfullot Gods benefits, that by them he might be Rtirred up to a 
more carcfull obedience of his Commandements, 

Laſtly, Zacob was obedient to God, ready tobe ruled by him in the 
courſe of his life, as appeareth in two things principally, vis. his re- 
turne from Padan Aram to Canaan, for ſo ſoone as God appeared un. 
tohim, commanding his rerurne, by and by he rnante 
loſeph his ſon had ſent for him, hewould not leave the Land of Cana- 


was a patterne of dutifull obedience unto God, 


God in all things, and to beruled by him in every thing, after the di- 
Dreames in which God appeared unto bim, 


of himſelfe. 


even the meaneſt, 


It is a worthy grace to ſee ones owne unworthineſſc of any good 
thing, and to be ſo meane in his owne conceit, that hee challengerh 
nothing of deſcrt, 

Humility is inthe Angels and bleſſed Spirits; when they pre- 
ſent themſelves before God, they fall downe before bim,and account 
themſclves unworthy his benefits : for that which bath its originall 
from nothing, meerecly by the pleaſure of another, cannot but bee 
baſe and contemptible in compariſon of that from whence it came ; 
nd ſoſtands the caſe betwixt God and allcreatures : Wherefore, 


gh ; they 
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He wasalſo carefull rogivethankes to God for benefits received, 


had ſo favoured him inthe place where he appeared to him: He ſet up 


, and when 


an, untill he had conſulted with God, and been warned by him ina 
dreame to goe up, and then went he up : Indeed 7acobs whole life 


Let us lcarne by his example to give our ſelves obediently unto 
re&ions of the holy Word, as /acob was in theſe particulars, by the 
And ſo much for 7acebs vertues in reſpe& of God. Now in reſpe& 
He was an humble man,as appeareth in his prayer to God before, 


when he confeſſerh,that he is Leſſe than the leaſt of all his mercies: mean» 
ing, that he is unworthy the ſmalleſt of them, and had not deſerved 
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they ought to be poſſeſſed with the ſence of this diſtance berwixe 
God and them, ſoas to eſteeme themſelves nothing in compariſon 
of him, and as Zac#b here exprefieth it; than which, wee cannur con. 
ceive a better expreſſion, Leſſe than the leaſt of all his mercies, This hu- 
mility will make one thanktull for mercies, and carefull to uſe them 
well, and able mcekly to part with them, and fo fit to: njoy them, 
This humility pleaſerth God exceedingly, becauſe it fitteth the crea. 
ture for that end, to which God did principally looke in creating 
him, even toglorific his Creatour. See that you get it, and increaſe 
it continually ; harbour lowly thoughts of your ſelves, goe to God 
for good things, bur goe, flying alone to the throne ot grace and 
mercy, not at all truſting in your ſelves, or inany thing that is in 
your ſelves. The more one can difavow his. owne worth, and ſill 
build his prayers, and hopes on Gods mercies, the more pleaſing to 
God are both himſclfe and his ſervices, 

Secondly, Iacob was a man contented with a little, a ſmall portion 
of outward things would ſatisfic him: therefore when he vowes to 
God, he doth not aske great matters, but Bread to eate, and raiment to 
put on, This contentedneſle of minde is a worthy and rare grace, it 
ariſeth partly from humility, partly from a right underſtanding of 
the nature of theſe earthly things, and an holy advancement of ſpirit 
in the deſire of heavenly things, and it helps much to that right tran- 
quility of minde, in which the greateſt of mans happineſſe doth 
conſiſt, and ſtrengthens the ſoule againſt al unjuſt and ſinfull meanes 
of getting riches, and diſpoſeth a man to liberality and mercy to 
others ; tocate tothecontentation of his ſoule, is better than to fare 
exceeding daintily and plentifully without contentation. To have 
enough, and know when one hath enough, is better than all abun- 
dance that can be attained, Blame your ſelves, that a little will nor 
give you content, but you are ſtill greedy of more, though you have 
already food and raiment inabundance, 

Follow S. Pasls precepr, and Tacobs exaraple ; you muſt rake pains 
often with you ſelves, to ſettle your hearts in this contentation, elſe 
itwill not be gotten, for mans corrupt nature makes him unſatiable. 
But he that can place his whole happineſſe in God, will ſoone bee 
able to ſtay his defires in a few other things , even in food and rai- 
ment, 

Further, 7acob was a prudent, diſcreet man, and knew how to carry 
bimſelfe fiely for the avoiding of danger, as may be ſcene in his be- 
haviour towards his brother Eſau, when he came againſt him fullof 
wrath and fury, to revenge himſelfe for his ſuppoſed wrong, in get- 
ting from him his birth-right, and hisbleſſing, 

For firſt, hedivided his family intotwo parts, ſaying, 1f Eſaucmme 
and ſmite the one company, theother ſhall eſcape. 

Secondly, He prayed earneſtly to God to ſave him from the hands 


of his brother, whom he greatly feared. 


Thirdly, 
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| Thirdly, bepreſenteth bim withalarge preſent,and ſet a ſpace be. 
ewixt drove and drove, commanding them toanſwerbis brother with 
all ſubmiſnefle ; ſaying when they ſhould be asked, Whoſe aretheſe 
lefore thee ? They be thy brother Iacobs, Itisa preſent ſent ro my Lord 
Eſaw,and he is behindeys : and ſothe ſecond and the third,and all that 
followed the droves, ſaying, /will pacific him with a gift that gorth be. 
fore me, and afterwards, 1 will ſee hit face, peradventure he will accept of 
me, and then having wraſtled with God, Chap. 32. he ſaw his bro- 
ther comming, and divided his childrento Leah and: Rachel, and the 
young maidens, and ſetting the hand maides. firſt, then Lech, then 
Rachel, himfc1t went before them, and fell on the ground ſeven times, 
and did obeiſance, and ſo cauſed the handmaids and his wives to do 
the like, and ſoby his ſubmiſſive carriage be pacified his brothers 
avger, and God has us oy bis prudence, found him excceding 
kinde and loving : and when he would bave gone before him, excu-'* 
(cth himſelfe by the pace of the young Infants and cattell, he avoid- 
ed his company, and by prefſing cauſed him to receive the gift, and 
igvery modeſt manner refuſed the traine which his brother left with 
bim,2nd eſcaped his bands. So he proved that to be true, which after 
Solomon told, T hat a gift inthe beſome pacifieth great wrath, Prov.21.14. 
Andagift is as a precious ſtone in the eyes of bim that hath it, and it proſper- 
eh whetherſecver it goth, Eccleſ, 10.4, Telding pacifieth great offences. 
Thus 7acobcarticd himſelfe prudently, and eſcaped his brothers fu-} 
ry. Letus learne of 7acob,by liberality and ſubmiſſiveneſſe to appeaſe 
the fury of unreaſonable men : We muſt net yeeld fo far as to (in, 
butto yeeld in all meck and lowly geſtures cven to worthy men, is 
nota fin buta vertue, So likewiſe Bribery is naught, that is, to ſeck 
torurnc a Governour from juſtice by gifts,and bire him to dowrong; 
but by gifts to pacifie an angry man, and hire him to forbeare ſin- 
ding, that is a lawfull uſe of gifts, and topraGtiſc liberality in ſo due 
aſcaſon, toredeeme the life by the goods, and ta make them quiet 
that were inraged, isa very good thing. 
Seaſonable ſtooping,and ſceaſonable bounty be fruits of prudence, 
and by ſuch meanes to ſave our ſelves from danger, is a part of wil. 
dome and diſcretion. Thelike prudence /aceb praQiled towards the 
Egyptian Lord whom he thought tobe offended, not knowing that 
itwas his ſon Joſeph; for whentbey were to have Benjamin in before 
him,he wiſhed them to take a preſent with them, and double money 
in their hands, that they might prevent all occaſion of diſtaſte, inre- 
ſpe& ofthe money that was in his ſackes mouth, Ger, 43.11, 12. 
We muſt pray to God togive us the like wiſe diſcretion, thatwe 
may carefully uſe all fir meanes to aſſwage wrath, and ſe by Gods 
bleſſing upon our diſcreet care, may free cur felves from evill. But 
tubbornneſle, and niggardlinefſe, and a kiade of ſowre ſtanding up- 
on our rightor innocency, that it may carry a ſhew of courage and 
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reſolution, is yet indeed a fruit of folly and ſelf-conceir, 
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Forther, [acob was a paintull and induſtrious perſon, tor when hee 
came to Padan Aram, and met with the Shepheards, and with &ache! 
comming with her Fathers flocks, he adviſed them concerning the 
ordering of their cattell, and himſelfe rouled away the ſtone from 
the Wells mouth, and watred Rachels ſheepe. Chap. 29. 8, 9, ro. 
and afterwards, he abode in Labers houſe for a moneth, hee did nor 
live idly there, but behaved himſelte ſo painfully and ſerviceably, 
that Laban himſelfe made him offer of wages, ſaying, Thou ſhalt ns: 
ſerwe me for nought: ſo that Laban found him apaintul and ſerviceable 
man, which made him willing to entertaine him, But eſpecially 
when be had undertaken the care of his Father in Lawes ſheepe , He 
ſerved him with all bis might, as he tels bis twowives, Chap. 31. 6, 
Which alſohealleadgeth to Labans ſelfe, In the day the droug ht conſu. 
med me, andthe froft by night, and ſleep departed from mine eyes, Chap,z1, 
40. You ſee, that he was not idle, carclefſe, and ſluggiſh, bur very 
diligent and laborious, 

Herein we muſt imitate him, every man in his place, The diligent 
band maketh rich, ſaith Solomon, And he that tilleth his ground, ſhall : ſa- 
tis ficdwith bread, endthe good man ſhall eate the labowr of his hands,But on 
the other part, ſlothfulneſſe, idleneſle, loytering,are diſgraced in the 
booke of God, and miſery and want is threatned as a puniſhment 
againſt them, They ſha# be clothed with rags, and ſhall have want enough: 
and T heway efthe ſlothfull is like athornie hedge , Mill full of pricking 
gricfes and crofles. 

W herefore now betake your ſelves toall painfulneſſe in your Yo. 
cations, and be not weary of wel-doing ; This diligence hath the 
promiſe of a bleſſing, and ſhall have the performance. Ir helpeths. 
gainſt vices, by name, againſt pride, and makcth the ſfoule bumble, 
only ſo, that inordinateneſſe and exceſſe through lore of outward 
things doe not corrupt and putrifie it, How diligent alſo was Saint 
Paul in his calling > and how are the ſervants commended fordili- 
gent imploymenr in their Talents > and the good houſewife forher 
labours , and contrarily, the flothfull ſcrvant is rated and puniſhed 
by loſing his Talent, and being caſt intoutter darkneſle, 

Laſtly, 7acob was alſo juſt in his dealings with all, for when Laban 
purſued bim, as ifhe had been a theefe, he bids bim ſearch among all 
his goods, if he could find any thing there that was his,and when no- 
thing was found there unjuſtly gotten, he is bold to chide with L«- 
ban for purſuing him in that violent manner, Gez. 31. 37. and{o 
when the money was returned back in his ſons ſacks mouthes, be not 
knowing how it came thither, wifheth them to returne it back, leſt 
ir might be anoverſight. Loe, he would not make advantage ofan 
overſight, but that which was anothers or might be, he was careful! 
roreturne unto the right owner, and that though ir might ſeem 1N 
ſhew an eaſie matter to keep it. Letus learne righteouſneſſeof him, 
rake not any other mans goods, keep not that which is not your OWN, 


but 
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but give every One his owne , and take to your ſelves that and only 
that which is your owne, the contrary whereto is theft before God, 
though we can conceale it from men. 
The Law of nature commandeth us To doe as we would be done unto, 
and every mans beart within tels him, that he expeRs all juſt dealing 
from other men, and therefore cannot but finde faultwith thoſe that 
ſhall uſe any unrigbreouſneſſe towards him, Let us not negle& the 
plaive direQions of naturall light; and though a man may ſuppoſe 
that the Bread of deceit and other unjuſtice & ſweete, yer Solomon ſaith, 
It ſhall prove bat gravel in the mouth, a thing troubleſome and unſa 
voury, Yea Solomon ſaith, The riches gotten by lying, are but vainly tof 
ſedto and fro of them that ſeek death , and that, The decehtfull man ſhall 
not roaſt what he tooke in hunting : and that, _A4n inheritance may be ha- 
fly otten at the beginning, but the latter end thereof ſhall not be bleſſed, 

or he that getteth goods, and not by right, ſhall leave them inthe midſt of 
bis dates, and in bu exd ſhall prove afoole, Wherefore, that we may at- 
raine the bleſſing of God upon our eſtates, let us put away all kindes 
of unrighteouſneſſe , eſpecially take we heed that we doenot take 
our advantage upon other mens overſights or imperfeRions, by mi. 
reckonings, falſe meaſures, or any kinde ofencroaching. If one leave 
inanothers hand any thing and forget, ler not his forgerfulneſſe 
cauſe him ro take it as his owne, If one lend us,and take no wirnefle 
orſecurity, let not his inability to prove the debt make us bold to 
detaine it, Letnotthe love of riches and immoderarte deſire of gain 
{oblinde our eyes, as to make us unable ro perceive the unequalneſſe 
and finfaulnefſe of our courſe, nor yet fo harden our hearts and dull 
our conſciences, that we ſhould be emboldened againſt our know- 
ledge to enrich our ſelves by ſuch devices. 

o much for 7acobs vertues reſpeCing himſelfe. 
Now ſee his carriage towards others : 
Firft, thoſe that were neare to him 5 Then ſtrangers. 
And firſt, of his kindred, his Superiours, Equals, Inferiours , for 
bis Superiours, they be his Parents, 1/a«c and Rebekkeh, rowbom hee 
was loving and obedient, his obedience he ſhewed in travailing to 
Paday Aram at his Mothers advice, & Fathers perſwaſion for a wife, 
[t behooveth children to ſhew all good ſubjeQion, and thar parti- 
cularly inthis point of being ruled by their diſcreet and religious 
Parents in choice of a wife or husband, ſo as to make them their 

iders and direQors in this weighty buſineſle, and they muſt nor 
uffertheir hearts robe ſerupon any perſon in that reſpe, withour 
the knowledge and conſent of their Parents ; nor hearken to moti- 
ons made to them without the good liking of their Parents, 

If it be ſaid, how if Parents will crofſe their children in their affe- 
tions > I anſwer, 
The world is full ofexamples, by which it is manifeſt, that many 

come together in great heare of love, and within a few yeares grow 
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ſo troward,diſcontented, and carelefſe either of orher,as none canbe 
more, And againe,others come together with diſcretion,not in ſuch 
vchemency of Love, and their hearts afterwards doe cleave each to 
other in ſingular love and deerneſſe, Therefore it would becomes 
childe to crofle his affeRion, rather than his Parents. 
But what if Parents will force their Children cither not at all to 
marry, or elſe to marry with ſuch as are unfit for them, in regard of 
Age, Religion, and inreſpec of evident deformities of Body, or dif. 
orders of Life, 
I anſwer : | 

I know no ſuch unlimited authoritic granted to Parents, as to 
compell their children upon inconveniences in any of theſe reſpes, 
Parents are bound to tender fit yoake-fellowes to their Children, as 
God did to Adam: elſe the Children in not following their advice do 
forbeare to be ruled, not by their authority, but by their luſts, For 
if Parents may not provoke their Children to wrath leſt they be diſcours. 
ged, ſurely they may not thruſt them upon other miſeries and di. 
{tempers. % 

But what muſt be done in ſuchacaſe > I anſwer : 

By patience and long ſuffering, and intreaty of common friends, 
and like meanes, the Children muſt ſecke to win their Parents to 
reaſon ; which if they cannot doe, they muſt referre themſelves to 
the Governours, Magiſtrates, or Miniſters: and if theſe will not, or 
by the Lawes cannot provide for their help , rhey muſt even follow 
the advice of vertuous and wiſe Friends and Neighbors. 

But ſuppoſe that in ſuch caſe the Parents frowardneſle be ſuch 
that they will not yeeld to reaſon, and that they will rather drivetheir 
Children to an inconvenient match, or yceld their good liking to 
none,what muſt the childe doe then > 

I anſwer : 

If God vouchſafe that gift hemuſt forbeare Marriage, eſteemi 
bimſelfe called of God tothe fingle life: But if hee cannot by al 
good wayes ſo farre overcome himſelfe, but rhat his minde is con- 
quered by deſires of Marriage, hee bath a plaine rule from S.?4/: 
It is better to marry thay to burne, Yea,but then the Parents diſpleaſure 


followes, and loſſe of ſuch meanes or portion as clſe he might 
have had. 


I anſwer : 

Every good Chriſtian muſtreſolve to take up his croſſe and fol- 
low Chriſt; therefore I require you ſonnes that have not troden in 
[xcob; ſteps for this matter, ro be humbled for it with true and hear- 
ty repentance. Sinne will hazard a good man to ſome ſeverity of 
puniſhment ( I meane that of knowne finnes, ſuch as a mandoth, 
or would bee carefull might underſtand to bee finnes) untill par- 
ticular repentance come betwixt, to ſtop or remove that ſame but 
when a man hath and Coth conveniently at fit times humble himſclfe 
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for a fault, it ceaſeth ro make him liable ro temporall evils, furgher 


[then they be needfull roincreaſe and make up what would be want: 


ing in his repentance, and he that will at Gods reproofe turne unto 


' him in humiliation and amendment, ſhall finde the Lord a gracious | - 
| Father, and ſuch a one as will not proceed to ſmarting corrections, if 
| loving and earneſt admonitions may prevaile, | 


Againe, all you children to whom God hath vouchſafed ſuch Pa. 
rents as have dealt wilely and mildly with you in this matter, pre- 
ſenting unto you fit yokefellows,and ſuch againſt whom no excepti. 
on might be juſtly made, or have yeelded you to your owne choice, 
and that hath ſo guided you too, that you have pleaſed your Parents 
in your matches, and ſo with good will and approbation on both 
ſides have entred into this eſtate, be you thankful! ro God that bath 
ordered this affaire ſo properouſly for you,and take heed of aſcribing 
this comfort to your owne wit and goodnefle, without giving the 
whole honour to God, that gave the wir, and the goodnefle, and the 
ſucceſſe, without whoſe favourable providence, neither wit, nor 
goodneſſe would have brought the buſineſle, 
| If benefits be perverted ro nourith our good conceits- of our 
ſelves , not tocncreaſe our thankes and praiſes to God, they be but 
unſanRified benefits, ſuch az at laſt will make our ſtate more milſe- 
rablethan the want of them would have done. | 
| Butall you young, and yet unmarried folke, looke to your 


ſelves, pray to God to ſubdue your paſſions to reaſon, and both to |. 


;your Parents, take notice it is your duty to give this honour to 
your Parents , and reſolve that by Gods aſhiſtance you will per. 
forme it, | 
Hearken to no enticements, let no beauty or other allurement 
winne ground upon your hearts, but ſtill keepe your ſelves free 
and in fit caſe ro continue dutifull obſervers of the fifth Com. 
mandement. 
Butwe have another Superiour with whom 7acob had occafion at 
laſtrodealc, viF, Labay, 
Firſt, An Vncle. 
Secondly, A Maſter. 
Thirdly, A Father in Law. 
See how well Zacob carried bimſelfe to Laban in all theſe reſpes, 
1. As hewas an Yncle, before he entred into the other reJations, 
|belived ſo lovingly and painfully with him in bis houſe for the ſpace 
'of a moneth together, that Labans ſelfe was both willing to give him 
ſome due wages and allowance for his ſervice, which of his owne ac- 


cord he offered himſelfe todoe, and alſowhcn motion was made of | 
giving him Rachel,did willingly accept the motion, yea put the other | 


upon him too againſt his will, whereby it is evident,thar he behaved 
not himſelfe ſo, as tobe a cumber and burdento the family, but was 


| belpfull troir : This was very commendable in him, that he carried 
Ff himſelfe 
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and troabide ſome time with them, would ſhew themſelves ſo verty. 
ous, and wiſe,and orderly in their whole behaviour, that their friendy 
might not have occaſion to account them burdens, but rather bene. 
fits untothemſelves and their families, ſo long as they ſhall haye 
cauſe rocontinue, and not ſo rudely, waſtfully, idly, that the houſe 
is diſcharged as it were of ſome ill humour, when the time comes that 
they ſhall be gone away. 

' Further, Laba» had two daughters, and Zacob loved bre intirely,yer 
we ſce that he craved the Fathers good will afore he made any ſuitat 
all ro the maiden, He went not to Rachel to get her good will, and 
towin & promiſe from her, but takes the fitte@ occaſion that offered 
it ſelfe, to let the Father unfderſtand his minde, and to make agree. 
ment with him. Here alſo young men have an excellent patterneto 
imitate, and a ſweet direction tor their proceedings in marriage, 

Firſt, ro make ſure with the Parents and Governours, and after to 
deale with the young perſons themſelves,as alſo Sampſon did, and the 

ſervant of Abraham,and as rature it ſelfe teacheth it (hould be done, 

for why ſhould not he that bath right into any thing , bee conſulted 

wichall about parting with it , afore we ſeek to drive away the thing 

it ſelfe which appertaineth to him, 

O thoſe of you that have done, or are now in doing otherwiſe, bee 
you blamed as men that proceed gor vertuouſly in this courſe , and 
therefore are cither through lucreof portion, or elſe inordinate affe- 
Qaion(which men call love)thruſt aſide from a righr,toa wrong path, 
Now at laſt 7ac9b becomes a ſervant ro his Father in Law, and agrees 
to performe ſeven yeares ſervice for one daughter, and as may for 
the other, W 

For my part I cannot commend 7a-94s prudence in this matter, be 
bound himſelfto a very long apprentiſhip. He might bave taken or- 
der to have ſent meſſengers betwixt Iſaac and Labar, that his portion 
might have procured this match rather than his ſervice, But herein 
yet hedeales well with Laban, whom he was willing to advantage ſo 
much for his davghters ſake. So far was he from being defirous to 
ſteale away Rachel, that he choſe rather to ſue for her : every young 
man muſt learne hence not that particular thing which 7acob did, to 
ſerve forawife, but that common rule of equity which he followed, 
to give a man all reaſonable and good content in marrying bis 
daugheer, in affording ſuch convenient allowance to her as is fir, net- 
ther will he be unwilling tothis duty; that is, not moved morewith 
baſe ends, than love of herwhom he marricth, 

But 7acob ſhewes a ſingular gentleneſſe and reſpe& to him in that, 
when he had beguiled him , and put Zeab upon him inſtead of 
Rachel, yet he did not put her away, and refuſe robave. her, but 


was 


th_ 
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was rather contented to ſerve another ſeven yeres for Rachael, than he 
would make any ſtir, As for the matter of Polygamy and marrying 
two ſiſters, the laſt was nor then a fin, the former was not eſteemed 
' robe one; bur ſurely 7acob received very hard meaſure of Laban in ob. 
truding another upon him,than was agreed upon to be his wife, yer 

ou fee hee devoures the injurie without any great outcry, onely 
hee tels him of the wrong in words , nothing favouring of bit. 
terneſle, 

O that wee alſo could learne to reprove a wrong-doer, ſpecially a 
ſuperiour doing us wrong, with milde and good language, withour 
railing, without clamorouſneſle and diſgracefull ſpeeches. It were 
a ſweet thing to have {0 much government over' our paſſions and 
'totgues, that they might not carry us to ſer our wrongs with too 
many and large aggravations, and with inveQive and contumelious 
ſpeeches againſt hiar that hath done us the wrong. Itis never tryed 
tothe purpoſe what bumility, what true difcretion the ſoule is en. 
dowed withall, untill ir receive the triall of injuries. He that in ſuch 
caſe can keepe himſelfewithin compaſſe, that his words be neither 
many nor violent, ſhewes that he hath ſome command of himſelfe, 
and ſome feeling acknowledgement of Gods provident government, 
and his own worthineſle of far greater evils. 

But he that hath never done amplifying ſuch a wrong, and is fu- 
rious and bitter againſt the offendor, ſhewes that hee hath a grear 
heartthar can make the wrong ſo great, and doth not looke to the 
band, bur to the rod, againſt which hee gives himſelfe to ſhew ſo 
much diſtemper. | | 

Againe you ſee, that Iacob even woy patiently ro fir downe by 
thewrong, and is content now to make himſelfe an Apprentice for 
another ſeven yeares, rather than he will make a great ſtir, and con- 
tend with Zabay, ' Ve cannot thinke ſo bardly of any times, thar 
there were no Lawes or Governours that would and-ſhould have 
righted this wrong, if 7acob would have made his complaints : but 
Jacob was from his Fathers houſe, and a ſtranger, and friendleſſe, 
and therefore thought it more wiſdome to. fit downe and be con- 
tentwith ſomewhat hard conditions, than to make a greater quarrel! 
and contention. | | 

O thatwe could get our hearts ſlored with a proportion of wil: 
dome and meeknefle, ſutable to that of Zacob, even to make us able 
todevoure wrongs with ſomewhat ill and harſh conſequences, rather 
than to make a great brawle, ſpecially if we be inferioursalſo, and 
finde our ſelves likely ro mend our ſelves litrle-by contending, ſuch 
a ſubmiſſive and peaceable diſpoſition will'make us 'capable of a 
larger bleffing from God that any wee could get by ſtriving and 
brawling ; and not onely ſo, but would give us more quictneſſe 
and content inour ſelves, than the either revenging or redreſſing of a 
wrong another way. 
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Follow cob therefore. in this his carriage towards his Father in 
Law. 
And now we finde 1acoba ſervant,and that for fourteen yeares: hee 
married the two daughters within a few monetbs after his commin 
thirher, as may be demonſtrated by the ages of the children, by name 
of 7oſeph the youngeſt, who was ſcventeene when hee was fold into 
AXgypt, and thirty when he ſtood before Pharaoh firſt,and lived after, 
ſeven yeares of plenty, and then two yeares of ſcarcity , that is, thir. 
ty nine inall, and then was Zec06 one hundred and thirty. So thar 74. 
cob was ninty and one yeares of age when he begate him, and that way 
in the laſt of the fourteene yeares agxeed upan, for by and by upon 
his birth,1acob would have OY for __ owne _ and Laban 
es es. Therefore hee was ſcventy and ſcven yeares or 
de abams Laben, and being. of that age, it was 
w-” wot that he would live ſo long unmarried aforg hee tooke. a 
wife, | | 
Againe, betwixt Tacobs going to.Padan,and returningyyerc but two 
yeares at the moſt, and then was Joſeph ſeven yearcs old, for hee was 
borne roward the end of the foutecnth yearce; and if 7acob had not 
married Leah till ſeven yeares wereended, the eldeſt of 1acobs ſonnes 
could be but ſeven yeares_at moſt elder than hee; that is, fourtcene 
yeares, and 7oſeph was thirty and nine yeares when /acob came to him, 
or thereabouts; Therefore, the eldeſt of 7acobs ſonnes at that time. 
was but forty and fix, and; {vgdeb was the fourth of the ſame mother, 
ſohe muſt be but forty and two, or thereabouts, and yer had hethree 
ſonnes marriageable before he begate Pharez, and Phares bad two 
ſonnes when.they went downe to Agypr. Allow /udeh.to marry at 
fifceene, Fy at fifteene, and let Thawar waite but two yearcs forthe 
third ſonne, now Indab was thirty and two : Let Pharez marry at 
fiftecne, and bave two ſonnes in twa yeares, that is. feventeene, (0 
have we forty and nine yeares: and therefore ſeeing greater baſie 
could notbe made, at leaſt ſo many yeares:did paſſe hetwixt, and 
thatwill come to juſt ſeven yeares more than the time will amount 
too, if Jacob married at the end of ſeven yeares; therefore he married. 
the firſt yeare. et 
But whenſoever he married, in making himſclfe a ſon in Law, he 
made himſclfcan hired ſeryant roo; now how did be carry himſclfe 
asa ſervant... +» (4 0; lf; I 
5. He was die Firſt, withall diligence. | = 
ligent nd © Secondly, faithfulneſſe, ons) Wife £ 
BEER Far he followed bis 'maſters buſineſſe painfully, and ecpatey 
bans andordered himſelfe.towards tha: moſt innocently , and ſo mage 
his lerl , mach, through the bleſling of God ppon his labour and 
ety. A 7” 7! C a, | ily 
Now theſe duties appertaine to gll ſervants, and are required of 
| S. Paul, ſaying, doing Service with goodwill, and not with eye.ſervice, 
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| & men-pleaſers, but with ſingleneſſe of heart, fearing God, and ſhewing all 
| good farhfulneſſe, that the name of God be not evill ſpoken of. And ſecing 
| God would have families maintained, and a diſtinction of Maſter, 
| and Servants in the families, it was requiſite that he ſhould oblige 
ſervants to theſe duties, for upon the proſperity of families depends 
| the wellareot Townes and Countries, and ſoof the whole World. 
An houſe in which good ſervants live, proſpers , but id!e and un- 
rraſty ſervants quickly bring it tonought ; God therefore that made 
all things for good, welfare, and proſperity, muſt needs, according 
tothe rules of his own wiſdome, fit the means tothe end, and require 
ſervants in this manner to governe themſelves go their Governours, 
Now you that have been ſervants formerly, which hath beene the 
ſtate and condition of thegreater number amongſt you , Conſider 
what ſervants you have been, let not your younger dayes be paſſed 
over forgerfully, 
, Itisaprincipall part ofan aged mans duty to looke backe upon 
his former times; and to finde out the miſtakes of his youth, that by 
bumbling himſelfe for them, he may attaine pardon from God. 

Loe this duty now, and if you can remember your ſelves to have 
| been ſlothfull, waſtfull, undutifull ſervants, as far unlike to 7acob, as 
blacke and white are unlike each to other, then rake time to pre- 
ſent your ſelves before God, and judging your ſelves for ſuch inju. 
riouſneſle, beg pardon and remiſſion, aud reſolve againſt the like 
corruptions of your preſent places, 

And you who findethat God did inable you in that eſtate to ſhew 
your ſelves diligent and truſty, give God the glory, and rejoycein 
his great goodnefle, that gaveF®du not over to the unbridledneſle of 
your evill natures, 

An aged man, whoſe youth hath been indifferently well ordered, 
hath great cauſe ro bleſſe Gods name that gave him not over tothe 
licentiouſneſſe of thatage. And all you that be ſervants, muſt pray 
to God that he would make you good and conſcionable ſervants, 
that not alone out of love to your owne reputation, and a deſire to 
thrive inthe world, that you may be painfull and truſty, but our of a 
defireand intention to pleaſe God in your places and callings; for S. 
| Paul would have ſervants roremember, that They ſerve the LordChriſt, 
and To looke unto the emmortall inheritance, with which he will reward 

them, as well as thoſe that ſerve him in higher callings. 

Again, He diſcovered a great deale of patience, and gentlenefſe 
towerds him, for Labaz was fickle and inconſtanr, and changed his 
wages many times,be ſaith tentimes I ſuppoſe,ufing by a wonted fi- 
gure, a certaine number for an uncertaine. But 7acob devoures this 
wrong patiently, doth notexpoſtulate with him, nor ſhew himſelte 
ſharp or bitter, but puts it over without words, and goes not from 
him through diſcontent, till God by an Angel bid him goeto his 
Fathers houſe againe. 
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So ſhould ſervants ſhew themſelves gentle to their ungentle ma. 
ſters that are unkinde and injurious to them, and doe not uſe them 
{o well as equity requireth, and not be clamorous and violent againſt 
them, But moſt ſervants, though they receive no bard meaſure, bur 
alone are juſtly reproved and correed for their faults, are ſo im 
tient that they cannot beare it, but make falſe and harſh complaints, 
and are ſo imbittered and diſcontented, that they (ſtraight reſolve to 
run away, and cannot bring themſelves to ſtoope : theſe are of a con. 
trary ſpirit to /acob, 

Now laſtly, in the clozeofall, when 7acob went from his Father in 
Law, he ſhewed himſelfe a man, that thoogh hee were ſenſible of 
injuries, could yet moderate his paſſions, and keep anger within due 
limits ; for hee chid with him indeed, and was angry againſt him, 
which any man may lawfully doe againſt him that ſeekes todoe him 
burt ; but he doth not raile at him, nor give him foule language, on. 
ly herelleth him beforetheir common friends,of his former andevill 
_ ; acknowledging Gods goodneſle in preſerving him from 

is rage. 

O So we could learne of him tobe fo farre maſters of our ſelves, 
that when juſt occaſion of anger doth offer ir ſelfe, wee might then 
command our ſelves to forbeare bitter and reviling ſpeeches, and 
not be ſo tranſported beyond our ſelves, as to raile, ſweare, curſe, 
threaten, and it may be worſe than all this, Moſt men, when anger 
begins to boile, forget almoſt that they bemen, altogether that they 
be Chriſtian men, and are fo madded, that they care not what vile 
language proceeds out of their mouthes, and what ſharpneſleof a 
razor they diſcover in their tongues pagerifying that of S, Tames, That 
the bongne ts ſet on fire of hell, and it ſelfe ſets on fire the whole comſe 
of nature; aod thatthough our Saviour have ſomanifeſtly adjudged 
rohel), him that doth raile athis brother with the name of Foole, 

See your folly and pride in this venting of diſtempered anger, and 
bewaile it, and now learne of Gods faithfull ſervant 7acob (ſo honou- 
rable a Patriarch, thatby him the whole Church is called 7acob and 


neſſe of carriage, 

Butlaſt of all, he was ſo quickly pacified, that when his Father 
did alone intimate (and nor plainly make) a confeſſion of his fault, 
by requeſting a Covenant of peace betwixt them, quickly without 
any words he condeſcended, and makes a feaſt for Laban and thereſt, 
and confirmes the Covenant by anoath, as you may readcit in Gen. | 
31.45.t>theend. 

Here is a man of a quiet ſpirit indeed ! His Father in Lawhad 
wronged him formerly,and preſcntly,by purſuing bhim,and by charg- 
ing him to have ſtolne his Idols, which he fooliſhly calleth gods, 
yet he had ſo ſoon forgotten all this, as at the firſt word to imbrace 
an offer of reconciliation, and to enter intoa Covenant with him ol 


peaceablc 
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peaceable carriage to himlſelfe and his daughters. It is a moſt ex 
ccllent grace to be quickly and caſily pacified, and to blot our the 
remembrance of wrongs, and to carry himſelfe lovingly to ſuch a 
man as hath offered him hard meaſure, and that alſo many times, 
evenas if be had received no ſuch injury from him, 

This 1s to imitate God and our Lord Icſus Chriſt, who doth fo 
forgive us, and a ſurer proote of an humble and diſcreet ſpirit wee 
cannot bave any other. 

Oyou that finde your ſelves of a bitter revengeſull ſpirit, that if 
you have been wrongfully entrexred know not how to forget it, know 
not how ro forbcare taking all advantages of requiting like for like: 
See how contrary you be to this godly man, and entertaine even 
anger and dereſtarion againſt your ſelves for ſuch maliciouſneſſe,and 
labour now ſo to preſſe upon your ſelves the Commandement of 
God, and example both of God and good men withall, beſceching 
the Lord by his Spirit roworkethe like gentleneſle, long-ſuffering, 
and mieeknefle in you, that you alſo may bee eaſily pacihed, and {o 
ſoone able to quench the apprehenſion of injuries. Let us profit by 
good examples, and frame tro thediſcharge of theſe duties, which the 
precept of God relleth us that we ought to doe, and the practiſe of 
godly men afſureth us they may be done. Ifa thing be required, and 
poſſible, why ſhould we not addreſſe our ſelves unto ir > 

So much of 7acobs vertuous behaviour to his Superiours : 

Now conſider of his demeanour to his brother Eſas., 

Heuſeth all ſubmiſſive geſture and loving carriage to pacific his 
anger, as we have ſhewed you before: then we commended him for 
his prudence and diſcretion t@fave himſelfe ; here we are to com- 
mend him for his exceeding ſubmiſſive and winning carriage to his 
brother, 

[acob was not deſtitute of meanes to have hired as many ſouldiers 
as Eſau brought with him, or ſome meanes he might have bethought 
himſelfe ofwhereby toreſiſt him, but he chooſerh rather to ſtoope 
and pacifie him by the faireſt wayes he could, God commandeth 
his people to offer termes of peace before they beſieged a City. 

Surely, ſubmiſſive and melting carriage is the beſt way to pacific 
wrath, and we muſt ſeek to that courſe firſt, not alone, when wee bee 
over- marched with anenemy, but even then when we have power in 
our hands to ſave our ſelves by force, as wee ſee in 7ephta rowards the 
King of Ammon, Bur ſo ſturdy of nature be ſome, yea many, that 
they would rarher expoſe themſelves to the rage of an Eſaw,than have 
ſo bowed, they count it a baſeneſle of minde to ſtoop and fall downe 
before. another, having ſuch ablinde eye that they cannot diſtinguiſh 
betwixt humility and abje&nes. He that yeelds ſubmiſſive and paci- 
fying words and geſtures,is humble:he that ſtoops ſo low as to pleaſe 
anOther,he is abaſed. 


And ſo much for lacobs vertues to Eſa, 
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Now towards his owne Family : 

Firſt, in generall conſidered, He is carcfull to provide for ir. 
Secondly, to pray for it. 

Thirdly, to purge it from fin, 

Firſt, to provide for ir, for you ſhall ſee him returning this anſwer 
to kis Father in Law afterthe end of his two apprentiſhips, When ſhall 
I provide for mine owne houſe, Gen. 30, 30, When ſhall I doe or work 
alſo for mine owne houſe, 7acob had arich Father in Law, Labas, and 
and arich Father, Iſaac, and yet will not he caſt himſelfe upon them 
to provide for his wife and children, but himſelfe will worke for that 
end : This isa thing required of all men by the light of nature, as 
well as by the Lawes of God, to make provifion ot things needfull 
tor their families, 

All thoſe beaſts and birds which live by couples, and are not ſold 
over to promiſcuous generation,doe provide holes and neſts for their 
young, and joyne to maintaine them when they be young : See you 
not the poore Rookes now inthe height of the trees preaching toyou 
this duty with ſo loud croakings > that you can ſcarce paſſe by a 
Grove, but that inarticulate language will admoniſh you, how 
quiet be they all the VWinter,and other ſcaſons?But when the Spring 
comes, and that now nature prompts them to procreate young, they 
arc ſodiligent to build neſts, and to hatch the young, and to feed 
them till they can ſhift for themſelves, that no houre ſces them idle, 
or ceaſing from that duty; you may ſee the ſame in the poore Star- 
lings : Secing they be here, I will commend them to you for ma. 
ters of this duty, carly and late they be cloſe at this worke (taking 
indeed alittle time morning and evening, to fit and chirp out their 
merry tune, aSif they would teach you to take time for the praiſing 
of God, however urgent your buſineſſe may ſeeme tobe) butelleall 
day long, flying too and fro with food to put into the mouthes of 
their gaping young, | 

Can you ſeetheſe things and not be inflruted to good husban- 
dry > S. Pau{calls him worſe than an Infidell, that doth not labour 
for his family, to provide it neceſſaries; He might have gonealittle 
farther, and called him worſe than the feathered fowle,and rhebruite 
beaſts, foreven Foxes, Wolves, Beares, and Lions have this care 10- 
graffed in them by nature, 

Now therefore, you unnatural, flothfull, waſtfull Fathers and 
Mothers thatare ſowickedly given over to idlenefſe, and drunket- 
neſſe, or gaming, orother looſnefle, that you either will not worke 
at all, or elſe will not work for your Families, but your luſts to {pend 

ironthem, I pray you at length be aſhamed of ſuch worſe than bru- 
tiſhdiſtemper of minde, and more than beaſt-like miſdemeanour ; 
what account can you give to God when he ſhall call you toan 
account 2 

Where was your naturall affe&ion to your owne bodies and 


bowels? 


_—— 
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bowels 2 where was your dutifull obedience to the Law ot God and 
Nature, and the Lawes of well ordered Common wealths > where 
were your wits and your conſciences ?and where be they that you 
live more finfully and ſcandalouſly than the ignorant. Goe home 
| beſcech you with ſhame and forrow in your hearts and counre- 
nances, be not hardened againſt this reproofe, after ſo many for- 
mer reproofes ; but fall downe before God, condemning your ſelves 
to the pit of Hell for ſqgh your unthrifrinefſe, and confefſſing your 
owne extreme ſlavery roeFinre, and unfitneſſe to mend that or any 
other fault, beſeech the living God to reforme you by his Spiric, 
and to pardon you by the bloud of his Sonne, and even belceve 
his promiſe that hewill grant your prayers, and heale your Soules, 


[an4 forgive your finnes tor his Sonnes ſake; and ſo in Faith to 


his promiſes, and Obedience to his Commandements, ſet about 
the reformation. of this and other faults; and ceaſe not praying, 
repenting, ſtriving, and you ſhall prevaile : unthriftineſſe will 
prove a diſcaſe of excecding difficult care, but not uncurable: and 
you whom God hath pleaſed ro make good and provident, and 
thvifry husbands, blefſe bim for it indeed , and withall pray bim 
ta order you fo in labouring for your families, that it may ſhew 
it ſelfe to be a good Floure, growing up as a Fruit of Gods Spi- 
tit, not as a Weed ſpringing up from a corrupt, though reſtrai. 
ned Nature, by going into exceſle, making you ſo eager in provi. 
ding for your houſes, as that you become niggardly unjuſt , or 
otherwiſe exceſſive. For the worldly minded man, though hee live 
in better reputation on Earth, hath:no better, reputation. in Hea- 
xa than the waſtc-good : nor ſhall: bave lefle: torment in Hell, fee- 
ing the worldly minded are enemies to God, as well as the ſenſual! 
minded. So 7acob provided for his family. : 

Now hee prayes for them, as you ſec hee did when 7ſaac came 
ar him : Save wc, for I feare left he come and' ſtrike the Mother with 
the Children, Parents muſt. bleſfe their children , and inthis {ence 
alfothe whole families, and cry to God for proſperity agd peace. 
[f the Apoſtles bce bidden to pronounce peace, ſurely then wee 
muſt pray for it, If S. Pay prayed for the houſhold of Oneſipho- 
1%, were it not a wonder that Oneſiphorms ſhould not pray for his 


well as thrifty: call upon: God for the people commirted to your 
charge : If publque ſupplications muſt be made for all men, ſurely 
then even man muſt privatly pray for them that are hisowne. Be 
tor prophane, content not your ſelves alone to labour and toyle 
for your families , but viſit the Throne of Grace in their bebaltfe, 
and call earneftly upon God to ſave them chiefly from finne atid 


owne houſhold > You Governours, ſhew your ſelves religious as | + 
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vickedneſſe. 
Further, 7acob purged his family, as you have it, Gen 35.2. to 
the requiring them to put- away the falſe gods, and to bee cleane, 


and 
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and change their garments, and then having received of them all 
their idolatrous and ſuperſtitious trinkets, hee buried them under 
the Oake mentioned there, 

O that all Parents would be carefull ro clenſe all vices out of 
their houſes, as well as Idolatry, and this as well as other vices, 
But Parents are moſt times too too careleſle of their families, 
and ſee and winke at their finnes, their undecent behaviour, ryox, 
idleneſſe, diſguiſed attire, and any nayghtineſſe that doth not 
bring forth great diſcredit in the VWorf. Purifie your houſes, 
and fo ſee the faults, as to chaſe them out, and call your people 
to amendment, to cleanneſſe, ro changing their garments ; if they 
be proud, vaine, fooliſh, as well as it they be ſuperſtitious, 

Laſtly, Iacob infiruted his people here, and called them to the 
worſhip of the true God, telling them that he wowld goe to Bethel, 
and make an Altar to God that had falfilled his vow, and met himwhey 
he fled from Eſau. Wee ſhould all call upon our families, and 
bring them to Gods Worſhip, and labour to inſtru them there. 
in, that they may be able to performe ir holily and fruitfully : 
Surely, had not 7acob taught his people what Duty they did owe 
eo God in theſe ſacrifices, and how to performe them in ſpirizu- 
all manner, he muft have endeavoured onely to make them hypo 
criticall abuſers of Gods ſervice. 
| So much for 1acobs regard to his whole family, 
| Now ſcehow he ſhewed himſelfe in particular to his VVives and 
Ghildren. | | 

Tohis Wives. Hee was undoubtedly a very kinde Husbandto 
them all;for we read of no jarres or brawles. 

O that Husbands would live void of contention with their 
Wives ! O thar their houſes might be peaceable ! Ir is a fore- 
runner of ruine, when an houſe is divided againſt it ſelfe, But 
ſpecially towards Rachael it is noted how hee loved her, Gen. 29.30. 
that is, very much more than the reſt; Indeed he bad cauſe, ſhe 
was his true Wife for whom hee firſt agreed, Zeah was forced 
upon him, he might lawfully have refuſed her ; yea, and had not 
the cuſtome of rhe times tolerated poligamy , hee muſt have rc- 
fuſed her and taken Rachael, for whom hee made his agreement, 
and fo in a ſortcontracted himſelfe roo, 

Now the light that hath ſhewed ir ſelfe amongſt us, cauſeth 
that poligamy is baniſhed , therefore every one amongſt us 18 
bound to love his Wife as 7acob did Rachael, which js alſo the ſpe- 
ciall commandement, Woe unto thoſe Husbands thercforethat 
what ſhew of love ſoever they make unto their Wives at firſt; yet 
within a while are ſo ſowre and churliſh unto them, that they 
ſhew an extinguiſhment of love to have befallen them. So farre 
a$ any man faileth of loving his Wife, he muſt alſo faile of 1o- 


ving God : Ir is poſſible to love the Wife and not God, ye 


— 
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[as you ſee here in the Text, ſhe began to fall out with him for want 


| fiſter did, 


|quality of a ſervant to Leben his Father in Law, and having them 


ro love Cod and notthe wite is impoſſhble, Therefore now you buſ: 
bauds ſtrive to love your wives : and you Wives carry your ſelves fo 
reipeatvely and humbly, as towin love at your husbands hands, 
Nothing but this can make you live happily together : all riches, 
honours, pleaſures, be no farther ſoundly comfortable, than the huſ. 
band and wite are loving each to other, 

Now God can give love to ther that aske,as well as wiſdome,and 
letbim that would lovehis wile, pray for it, and withall withdraw 
his heart from ſtrange women, Burt againe, 7acob could be duly angry 
with his wife, and reprove her for her fault, for when ſhe ina grear 
ragecals rohim for children, and would die if ſhe had none. He is 
angry at her, burwith ſuch moderation, thac he gives her a due re- 
proofe, bur no diſtempered language, ſaying, .1m I in Gods ſtead, 
that hath withholden from thee the fruit of the wombe, As Iacob tempered 
his anger towards his Father in Law, ſo rowards his wife, he is in- 
deed moved with ſome paſſion, but it doth not carry him to any vio- 
lence, or to inordinate ſharpneſſe. Here husbands muſt learne to 
follow this vertuous man, if there be juſt cauſe of being angry at the 
wife in regard of ſome great over-ſhooting her ſelfe towards them. 
ſelves or orhers, they may be angry, but their anger muſt be ſo kept 
downe by love, that they may not be bierer, which the Apoſtle doth 
preciſeiy forbid to husbands ; they muſt blame the fault , bur not 
admixe words, to ſhew alienation of heatt for the faults ſake, 

Two things busbands muſt looke to in reſpe& of this anger to- 
wards their wives : 


Firff, that it ariſe not but from ſome plaine and evident fault, ſuch 
ofchildren, as if it had been his fault that ſhee conceived not as her 


Secondly, that it produce not tartnefſe and reproachfull ſpeeches, 
and a conſtant ſowreneſſe, bur alone a due and fit reproofe, as here 
alſo, Happy men thar can ſo guide anger, and their tongues in 
anger. 

Jo bath 7acob done the office of a good houſholder in generall, 
and of a good husband, See now whar a kinde Father he was , and 
what good he performed towards his children, 

1. Toall of them ; then ro ſome. 

Hedid rwothings to them all ; | 

Firſt, hebroughrtrhem up in a calling, robe Graſiers, as we call 
them, tobreed Carrell, Sheep, Oxen, Camels, Goats, and the like, 
wherein himſelfe abounded. 

This he might the more cafily doe, becauſe himſelfe living inthe | 


borne to him in the time of his ſervice, he had fir opportunity to ac: 
quaint them with that buſineſſe in which himſelfewas ſo torally im- 
ployed. Herein all good Parents are to imitate him, for the duty is 
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neceſſary for the childrens ſake, and for the Common. wealth, and 
for the Parents owne ſake too, Traine up a childe in the way he ſhould 
20e, Hedoth not meane it alone, Carechize him in matecrs of reli. 
gion, and good converſation, but alſo in affaires of this world too, 
becauſe it is a part of his way to live in the world, as well as to know 
the things that belong to his ſoules health, Wee need not the ay. | 
thority of Scripture for that, for which nature it ſelfe is ſufficient, 
If God command men to walke orderly, and to cate the labour of 
their hands, their Parents muſt inure their children to ſuch a walk. 
ing, and ſce that they obſerve that Commandement of God, If they 
muſt provide for them food and raiment for the preſent, much more 
the things that are needfall for their _ for ever. 

Now a calling (an ability to doe ſome profitable thing by which 
they may maintaine themſelves with the publique advantage) is ne- 
ceſſary for their well-being in the whole courſe of their lives, 

But this duty is requiſite (as I ſaid) Firſt, for the Fathers owne 
ſake, who ſhall finde them ſo much more dutifull ro himſelfe, by 
how much they have been trained up more painfully, and been more 
ſerviceable, and under command; even beaſts if they be much in 
hand, and have a kinde of acquaintance with the maſter, ſo thathee 
come neare tothem, and accuſtome to doe ſomething about them, 
and to have them doe and ſuffer for him, are much more tame and 
gentle than thoſe that are never handled, never approached unto; 
So it muſt needs be alſowith men, they grow rude and barbarous if 
they be left to themſelves, but more affable and orderly when they 
are held in, and accuſtomed towalke by rule, as they be when they 
are trained up in a calling, Indeed ſome kinde of creatures areſo 
fierce, that no uſe of bandling will quite tame them , bur even thoſe 
arc far leſſe fierce than if they were never medled withall : So ſome 
children arc very maſterfull, and diſobedient, even though they be 
ſet under government, and brought up in ſervice and labour, but how 
much more violent would they have proved if ſuch care had not a lit- 
tle tempered them > Ir concernes the Parent to have his children 
ſubje& and apttoberuled; bringing them up in a calling condu- 
ceth much this way, wherefore it is bis part notto be wanting to his 
owne welfare and theirs, 

Secondly, this isexceeding commodious tothe Commonyealth, 
promoting the publique good very much : for far fewer perſons de- 
generate to ſcandalous courſes, and ſuch as trouble rhe peace of the 
Common-wealth of thoſe that have been brought up to take paines 
in ſome vocation , than of thoſe that have been loofly and idly 
broughtup; and if any of thoſe that were accuſtomed to ſome v0- 
cation doe degenerate, they are far more caſily reclaimed, ſeeing the 
Magiſtrate hath ſome foundation towork upon. The perſon ſoedu- 

| cated candoe ſomething if he will for his maintenance, ſo that here 
is a poſſibiliey of redreſſing his diſorders; finde him employment, 
an 


_ 
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and over-rule his will, and he is amended , But thoſe that have lived 
over lovlly, and are not ablero doc any thing, are almoſt deſperate, 
[the Magiſtrate knowes not which way to turne himſclfe to the pro- 
curing of his reformation, but by uſing great extremities; for how 

ſhall he be compelled to doe any thing, that can doe nothing ? and 

rtomake him learne ſoine faculty when he is 01d, how excreamly dif- 

ficult is that 2 So now nothing remaineth but an houſe of CorreRi- 
00, or Galltes, orthe like, whcreby to force men, which ſhould goe 
'much againſt the hearts of Governours, if any other courſe may ſuf. 
'fice, Wherefore it concernes Parents as they love the Common. 
'wealth, not to deliver over into the Magittrates , ſuch crofle 
and crooked pieces as cannot be made fit tor any uſe without ſo 
much hewing, 

And for the benefit of the childes ſelfe, it helpeth much to his 
comfortable living in reſpe& of outward abundante, and not being 
burdenſome toothers, and to his civill and orderly living in vertuous 
manner, and to his religious living when God ſhall call him totrue 
piety , for if he be skilfull in ſome way of maintaining himſelſe, and 
; will apply himſelfe rohis calling,he ſhall finde the accompliſhment 
of Gods promiſes, He that tilleth his ground, ſhall be ſatisfied with bread, 
and againe, 1» all [aboyr there t5 abundance ; but being deſtitute of this 
ability, how ſhall he but want, unlefle a very great portion of goods 
or lands be given him > Yea, he that having lands and goods, hath 
not skill ro imploy them, growes far ſooner waſttull and unthrifty, 
and conſumeth his great eſtate, and then is put many times to baſe, 
many times to fſinfull ſhifts, which had he a good calling he might 
eſcape. Beſides, labour in a calling ſubdues vice, and he that hath a 
calling, may be painfull in it, he that hath none,cannot : Yea, it God 
call any perſon that hath been unprofitably brought up, tothe know- 
ledge of himſelfe, ſuch a one ſhall be much more to ſceke how to 


'|livereligioufly, than another that hath ſome imploymenr;tor in vor 


knowing what courſe to take, he is made to ſtand diſtrafted, and 
doubrfull of bis courſe, and fo full of vexation and unquietneſle. 
Now all you Parents, that bave negleQed your children very much, 
and ſuffered them to trifle out all that golden ſeaſonof youth, in 
which they ſhould have fitted themſelves for a profitable and com. 
fortable life in elder dayes,be aſhamed , you have been ſo fooliſh, as 
not alone rotranſgreſſe the duty of Chriſtians, bur even that which 
the heathens have done : You have been cauſes of your childrens 
miſery, and the Common-wealth too, and if it proceed not from 
ſome other cauſethen from wiſdome,your children muſt be but bur- 
dens and diſeaſes to themſclves, and the world. Rich Parents are 
ſometimes guilty of this fault, for they thinke they ſhall leave them 
ſuficient ro maintaine them though they doe nothing, and there. 
fore intend rhem nor to any vocation, not conſidering how ſoon the 
Lord canempty afull Veſſel}, and make the River Ivrdan, yea, = 
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red Sea dry asdry ground, and then what will become of their chil. 
dren 2 Yea, as not conſidering that to leave children much wealth, 
and not ſome ſufficiency for good imploymeat of themſelves, is to 
lcavethem furniſhed ro doe themſelves hurt and others, and to bring 
all to nought quickly, But many of the poorer ranke are guilty of 
this fault roo,who give themſelves ſo ro unthriftineſſe,that they can. 
not beſtow ſo much as reading and writing onthem, much lcfle ſome 
higher calling to which theſe ſhould fit them, If any mans unpre. 
ventable poverty diſable him, we blame him not for that rowhich 
neceſſity compels him,only ſo that be pull not that neceſſity on him. 
ſelfe : buthe that in a poore eſtate hath not ſome care to bring up 
his children to worke, and if he cannot effe@ ir himſclfe, doth not 
herein ſceke help of the publique and able perſons, 1s not ſogood a 
Parent as nature will teach him that he ſhould; therefore now] 
commend 7acobs Atterne toyoureyes, and pray you to cut out your 
lives according to his ſcantling : Be not wanting to your childrens 
welfare, the common proſperity, and your owne comfort, Let not 
others have cauſe to beſtow upon you the reproofe of Solomon, 4 
childe left to himſelfe, maketh his Mother aſhamed, and what is hee but 
left to himſelfe and the devill, that is nor acquainted with any profi. 
table employment in a calling > And let me ſpeake ſomething to 
children in this bebalfe : If Parents take never ſodue care, and chil. 
drenwill caſt off the yoake, what can the Parents doe > Therefore 
you muſt learne you ſelves topraQtiſe ſubjeAion to your Parents; as 
in all other things, ſo in this, | 

Be carcfull in the callings wherein your Parents have thought fit 
to place you, that you may getability in them ro doe good to your 
ſelves and others. The inconveniences that elſe will preſſe you here- 
after ſhall prove more burdenſome unto your conſciences, whenyou 
ſhall be upbraided with theſe thoughts, ab, I might have donewell 
but for mine owne wilfulneſſe , had I anſwered my Parents care and 
coſt, it would not have been thus evill with me. 
But now toa ſecond duty performed to them all : Hee bleſſed 
them all according to their ſeverall bleſſings, as is noted of bim, that 
is, he pronounced in Gods name, and by way of promiſe from him, 
what good things God would doe for cach of them in his poſterity 


that was to come after him. Fora mans ſelfe is bleſſed, when hee 1s 
aſſured that benefits ſhall be granted to his childrens children in fu- 
ture generations, 

Now in this way of bleſſing we cannot imitate him, becauſe wee 
want the Spirit of propheſie to forerell future events; but there 1s 2 
way of bleſſing which lycth upon each of us, we muſt pray fora blel- 
ſing toour children, and roour poſterity after us, and muſt carry our 
ſelves ſoreligiouſly, avd rightcouſly,that we may procureablcſſing 
to them by vertue. of Gods promiſe to the ſeed of the righteous. 


Agood manwalketh in his integrity, and his children ſhall be bleſſed _— 
im 
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[ 
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| him : and Bleſſed is the man that feareth the Lord, hu children ſhall be like 
' Oliveplants, Loc how you mult bleſſe your children, tcarc God, 
\walkenuprightly, and then fhall you conveigh a bleſſing rothem. 
| Andſoitis ſaid, He ever mercifall, and lendeth, and his ſeed & bleſ 
[{ed, There cannor be a better Counſellor than Gods Spirit; ſce 
\the way of blefſing your children, and you that have curſed your 
children,(as many aFather bath done both with bitter curſes in word, 
and alſo by walking ina way of curſedneſſe) abhorre your ſelves that 
have walked intoa way quite contrary to that wherein 7acob did walk, 
The Lord hath appointed, that the Son which curſeth the Father ſhould 
diethe death, Although the Parent owe not ſo muchreſpeR, reve. 
rence, and gratitude to the childe as on the other ſide, yer ſure hee 
doth owe as much love (and this curſing contradicteth love, be- 


God will puniſh him ſevercly alſo, that curſeth his children : I 
doe not meane, him that in Gods name doth pronounce a curſe 
againſt rhem, but him that in his fury doth make ſome ill wiſh 
againſt them, 

O how unnaturall is that man, who doth worſe than ever it was 
keard that any bruit beaſt bath done yet ! that is, in a rage tear. 
ch his owne children in pieces, lf it be a proofe of an unſanRified 
man, that His mouth i full of curſing and bitterneſſe, then ſure he is 
extrcamely unſanQified, that curſeth his owne children ; for that 
mouth is full of curſing to the very brim, that will daſh over againſt 
the fruit of ones owne body. But you that bave not yer caſt off all, 
ſomuch as likenefle ro Chriſtianity, I pray you learne of ſo holy a 
man ; Blefſe your children in your kinde, as he did in his : live 
notin ſo wicked courſes, as may curſe your ſeed and root them 
out ro deſtration, If you defire that God ſhould grant proſpe- 
rity to your off. ſpring , walke in the wayes of his Comman- 
dements., 

Intereſt your ſelves intohis promiſes, by being uptight and mer. 
cifull, and following every good way. 

ButI procecd to let you ſee what 7aceb did to ſome of his chil. 
dren in particular. 

Firſt, $/»»con and Levi that had committed a great murder, hee 
reproved them, although indeed I thinkewith roo much lenity, ſay. 
in, Te havetroubled me, crc, In which words he aggravatcs the fault 
from the miſchiefe it was like to bring upon himſelfe, not mention- 
ing the ſinfulneſſe againſt God, perbaps becauſe he ſaw their temper 
to be ſuch, that rhey would little regard the fin, but would be ſome- 
what moved with the danger ; but on his death-bed he is juſtly ſe- 
vere, ſaying, Curſed betheir rage, for it was fierce ; and their fury, for it 
was cruell : as inthe former verſe he had ſaid, O my ſorle, come not thou 
intotheirſecret z therefore alſo doth hediſinherite them, ſaying, 1will 
| divide them, rc. 
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They ſhall be but a poore and deſpiſed Tribe, and not inherite ag in. 
tire portion, 

So likewiſe for Rewben, who had defiled his bed ; we reade of no. 
thing he ſaid to him before, yeron his deathbed he deprives and dif. 
inherites him for it, Thos ſhalt net excel , meaning, ſhall not have 
the double portion, and preheminence that belongeth to the firſt. 
borne, becauſe thou wenteſt up to thy Fathers bed. Doe you nox 
thinke that itdid put Simeon, Levi, and Rewben, the three eldeſt ſons 
unto ſorrow and ſhame 2? when they heard theſe words from their 
now dying Fathers mouth z you have been inceſtuouſly lewd Reabey, 
therefore you ſhall not be mine heirez and you Simeon and Ley 
were furiouſly revengetull, therefore neither ſhall the bleſſing bee 

ours. 
p All Parents muſt learne to admoniſh and reprove their children 
for their faults, and to chaſtiſethem alſo, and ſhew their diſlikeof 
their faults, though for ſome neceſſary circumſtances wee bee not 
_ to follow 7acob, yet for the matter of the duty wee muſt fol. 
ow him, 


If our children give themſelves to finfull courſes, wee muſt 
call them to us, chide them, ſhew our diſpleaſure again them, 
diminiſh the teſtimonies of our love , which elſe wee ſhould} 
ſhew, and by that meanes helpe forward their repentance ſo much 
as may be. 

Eſpecially, when a man lies on his death-bed, hee ſhould net for- 
get then to leave ſome ſuch words ſticking in his childrens mindes, 
as may cauſe them more ſeriouſly robee humbled , thar if they have 
not yet beenduly ſorrowfull, they may then begin to be humbledat 
the conſideration of a Parents dying words; it they have, yet they 
may make their humiliation more deep and piercing, 

But for 19ſeph and Benjamin, he loved them both exceedingly 
more than any of their brethren : Partly, becauſe they were the ſons 
of his beſt beloved wife; partly becauſe they were his youngeſt | 
children, dillings as we call them, and chiefly, becauſe theywere 
the beſt of his children, at leaſt, 7oſeph was, and for Benjamin he was 
the leaſt evill, if hedid not ſhew any great vertue, VWhat affeQion 
grew towards theſe, in thoſe two former reſpeGs, is but a thing na- 
tural]. It is naturall to love the youngeſt, becauſe when they bee 
young, no expeRation of more is left; and becauſe the elder being 
growne up, have not ſo much preſent occaſion of being Mill in 
hand, and of receiving of thoſe kinde of teſtimonies of love, 
and becauſe the youngeſt being leaſt able to helpe themſelves , 
doe call the Parents heart more towards them, Ir is alſo natu- 
rall to love the children of them very well, whoſe owne ſelves one 
hath ſo loved, 

If therefore one doe follow nature in theſe particulars, he is not 


to bee blamed. Onely this you muſt obſerve , that 7acobs love 
ro 


— 
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Facob. CHaP;26, 
to Rachels children made him not negleR Leaks quite, or be careleſſc 
ofdoing for them what became him to doe. 

Take heed you Parents that have had, or may have more wives 
ſucceſſively, though nor together, that the preſent wife (who if her 
ill carriage binder nor, muſt needs be beſt beloved, becauſe ſhe is pre- 
\ſeatro receive love, and torequire it) I ſay, that the preſent wife 
make you not negle& or wrong the dead wives children ; If it doe, 
God may croſle you in the children of the living. God hath ex- 

fly raken order for this caſc, and given this Commandement in 
the Law, If « man have two wives, one beloved, the other hated; that is, 
comparatively hated, lefle loved , and children by them both z he 
ſhall nor give the birth right from the ſonne of the lefle loved, if he 
be firſt borne, to the ſonne of the more loved, but ſhall acknow- 
[edge him forthe heire, which is ſo, though his mother finde leſſe 
fayour in his eyes. 

It is a great fault, and ſhewes a man is led by paſſion, not by rea- 
ſon, when he ſuffers his affe ions to be miſguided by ſuch reſpeRs, 
a in true judgement ſhould nor over-rule them. Bur to love the 
childe the better for the mothers ſake, is no way unwarrantable, fo 
thatic be not with ſuch an exceſſive love as produceth injury or neg- 
> againſt the reſt : Only one thing common now amongſt us, I 
muſt not ler paſſe without a kinde of wondring how it ſhould come 
to _ that many with us hate the Mother, yer dote of the childe, 
or hate rhe Father, yer be fond of the Son. 

Surely either the bad carriage of the Parent quencheth affeRion, 
orelſe ro loath the roote, and love the fruir, is a thing no way con- 
formable to right reaſon. 

Bur Zacob is much to bee commended for that he loved 7oſeph moſt 
for his goodneſſe ; Hee was his beſt ſonne, and hee amongſt all 
that were come toany growth, did ſhew forth the feare of God ecar- 
ly, That ſhould rule the love of Parents to their children moſt of all, 
where they ſee moſt holineſle and feare of God, there ſhould they 
beare moſt affe&ion. 

For as any thing is moſt lovely, ſo with due reſervation of other 
reſpeAs, moſt love ſhould bee ſhewed : as if I have five children, 
all being children, and one having moſt grace,ſhould be moſt loved, 
becauſe grace makes moſt lovely, ſeeing ir proves a man to bee 
loved of God, therefore muſt that childe be loved more than any of 
the reft, and ſo in other like reſpeRsz The moſt gracious kinſman, 
the moſt gracious neighbour, the moſt gracious poore man. 

They thereforeare even rotten in naughtineſſe, that love the moſt 
godly childrenleaſt, yea, that hate ſuch ; and they are but weake 
in goodnefſe ſure, whoſe loves are drawne more by baſe attraRtives, 
than by grace. | 

Surely, the liker we be to God in our love and harred, the better 
we be, and the moreunlike theworſe. 

Therefore 
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(xt. The Exampleof Guaop, 26. 


Thercfore Jacob gave the double portion of Land to loſephs fiock, 
which was one of the dignitics artcnding the firſt borne; and the 
preheminence of government he gave to I#dab, becauſe he knew that 
Chrift, the Ruler of the Church was to come of him, and fo was led 
by due reaſon in both his bequeſts, 

And of /acobs vertues to his Domeſticks you bave heard: now how 
he is to ſtrangers. 

We have but two paſſages of his carriage that way, which come 
to my minde z Firft, thoſe that he ract withall at Pades Aram when 
he came thirher z They were Shepheards, menof his owne profeſſi. 
on, and he curteouſly ſaluteth them, and carrieth himſclfe with , 
kinde of familiarnefle towards them, for he callech them brethren, 
demands where they dwell, enquires of them about his Vncleswel. 
fare, and gives them husbandly counſell about rheir cattell : and 
ſhould every man ſtand diſpoſed to men, as they be men, though 
dwelling many miles diftant from him, he ſhould ſhew himſelfe 
| amiable, meeke, loving, ready to ſalute them with good words, and 
titles, and to ſpeake lovingly tothem, to give them good advice,and 
to doe any other good office, as occaſion may offer ir ſclfe. We are 
commanded to 8 hew all meckneſſe to all men, and to Keepe peace with all 
men, and beſides brotherly love, To be charitableto all, and toaccount 
a ſtranger a neighbour, in loving him as our ſelves. For God hath 
made all mankinde of one blood, and knit them rogether in divers 
common bands. All be of one kinde, all of one Parent,matrer,form, 
all redeemed with one blood, wherefore all muſt be loved, andind. 
ly dealtwith. 

They therefore who are churliſh, ſowre, crabbed to ſtrangers, and 
can ſcarce ſpeake to them in any curteous acceanr, yea, that are aptif 
they meet with ſuch, to give them flouts and rauots, rather than an 
good words, and tooffer them injury, rather than tohelp them with 
any good advice, are worthy to be called Swine, rather than Men, 


kinde, more than thoſe of another , unleſſe it be ſome moſt fierce 
beaſts, and when occaſionof quarrell falleth out betwixt them, 

And let me now commend the vertue of humanity unto you, that 
is, of being ready to fhew love to man, as he is man, and becauſche is 
a man, one made after Gods owne image, and proceeding out of the 
ſame common roote. We all met in Adams loynes, and in Ngbr; 
let us therefore doe good even to ſtrangers. This good will which 
is communicated to ſuch, ſavours leaſt of ſelf-love, and of felf-re- 
ſpeR, and is therefore the more to be commended, Ir tends tothe 
uniting of the common body of the world together, and to make all 
mankinde happy. 

And brethren, are not all (as they are men) equally deareto God ? 
why therefore ſhould not all be in ſome meaſure deare to each other, 


[ meanc equally deare inreſpe& of the common work of Con. 
ut 
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But [acob here thewed ſpecially love to Rachel, tor he ſalutes her; 
and takes paines to water her Sheepe, Surely a neare kinſwoman 
may challenge and muſt have a larger portion of love than a meere 
ſtranger, and he that is not ſomewhat moved by the title of Yacle, 
Coulin, and fo forth, will ſcarce be moved by that of a man : they 
be therefore in ſome degree deſtitute of naturall affetion, who are 
led nothing by kindred, anlefſe there be ſome riches found with a 
kinſman, by which he may doe them ſome credit or advantage, 

Let none of you be ſo, but ſhew due reſpe to a kinſman or kinſ- 
woman, rich or poore; for maiſt not thou need their kindneflie here- 
after, as they thine for the preſent > 

And ſo much for 7acebs vertues to theſe ſtrangers. 

Now to Pharaoh he was a ſtranger too, but he was a King, and a 
King that had advanced his ſon loſeph : Wherefore comming and 
going he blefſed him, that is, thanked him for his extraordinary 
—_ to Joſeph and all bis for Toſephs ſake , praying God tobleſle 
bim for it, 

So he was a thankfull man, and ready to give thankes for a benefit, 
So muſt we be to all that have pleaſured us, though they be far leſle 
perſons, and have pleaſured us in far leſſer things. And thus of 14cobs 
vertues, 

Now of his faults, which are neither many nor great, but ſome 
they were as there was never any man(cxcept our Lord leſus Chriſt) 
in whom ſome ſin was not found : | | 

Fir then, he was ſomewhat faulty towards God, in that he did 
ſhew himſelfa little forgetfull of his Vow made to God in his trou- 
ble, and deferred the performance of it fomewhar roo long, even rill 
the Lord did force him unto it by a ſore chaſtiſement, and that cha- 
ſtiſement would not ſerve to revive his memory, till in a Viſion the 
Lord ſpake unto him, and wiſhed him to goe to Bethel, and there ro 
reare an Altaruntohim , that had appeared to him when hee fled 
from the face of bis brother. Ir was twenty yeares ſpace be. 
twixt the Vow, and 7acobs returne, ſo that it may ſeeme that Iacob 
had well neare forgotten the Vow, A good man may grow forget- 
fullof a Vow in twenty yeares, and indeed omiſſions through forget- 
fulneſſe and commiſſions through inconſiderateneſſe , are not un. 
wonted in good men, I pray you looke that none of you offend 
through the ſame example of forgerfulneſle ; indeed rhereare greater 
faulrs, but a good man muſt ſhew his uprightneſſe by forſaking all 
faults, great as well as ſmall, and ſmall as well as great. 

Now let me put you in minde of your former forgetfalnefſe : Is 
there none of you that hath formerly bound himſeife ro God by a 
Vow, and hath either deferred wittingly, or put off through forger- 
fulneſſe rhe accompliſhment of it 2 If ſo, let him now be induced 
torcmemberhimſelfe,and ro make all convenient haſt to make good 


9s You, for feare the Lord ſcnd ſome heavy croſſe upon him, rx 
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waken bis conſcienceby terrours. 7acob ſhould have conſidered his 
promiſe to God ſoſoone as the Lord had brought him ſafely home 
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to bis Fathers houſe, bur it ſeemeth ke deferred ir, for that was the 
time preſcribed in his Vow. 

I pray you doe as 7acob ſhould havedone, not as he did, inathin 
wherein it is evident that he did amiſle, and call to minde often the 
words of Selomen, When thou voweſt a V ow uwntothe Lord, defer uot topay 
it, for he hath no pleaſure in fooles; pay what thou oweſt : and before him 
Moſes in the Law ſaith, Be »ot ſlack to perfarme thy Yowes, If you have 
tyed your ſoules in an oath to God, defer not from day today, bee 
not forgetfull. 

It is a great careleſneſſe to forget a great bond, and to let the pai. 
ment be put off from time rotime ; yet if any man have committed 
ſuch a fin, he muſt not be diſcouraged : the fin is not to be undu] 
extenuated, nor yet aggravated above meaſure. It is ſuch a faule as 
| calleth for unfained repentance, and that done, ſhall bee pardoned, 

yea, the moſt wilfull breach of a Vow is pardonable to the penirtent, 

But other faults be is to be blamed for inreſpe of his Parents: 

Firſt, he abuſed his old Father with lies and diflembling ; the lie 
it ſelfe anddiflimulation we meddle not with init ſelfe, but rhat hee 
bare ſolitrle reſpe& unto aged Iſaac, as to goe about to mocke him 
with tricks and tales. Indeed before his doing of it his conſcience 
rold him, that this was a fin, and yet he was induced by his Mother 
to doc it, Sohe ſinned in this againſt his conſcience, 

Have any of you done the like offence, but in a worſe manner, and 
troaworſeend towards your Fathers, to hide your faults, or to wreſt 
money from them to ſerve the turne of your inordinate luſts, flap 
them in the mouth, as our proverbe is, with leaſings, and abaſed the 
weakneſle of their ſences, memory or diſcretion,with cheating tricks. | 
This is a villany, God puniſhed it ſeverely in 7acob, though be did it 
at his Mothers inſtigation, and that to keep his Father from giving 
away the bleſſing. How much more muſt God puniſh in you, that 
perbaps bave done itoftner, and that without any ſuch motive, and 
to far worſe purpoſes ? 

Come, as you have ſinned with Zacob, repent with him, for though 
the Scripturedoth not rehearſe his repentance in particular, yet be- 
cauſe he is commended for faith, wee are ſure that he could not but 
repent fer ſoknowne a fin, and ſo I beſcech you doe you all that are 
guilry, and you alſo ſhall be pardoned. 

And now doe not embolden your ſelves to fin any of you by the 
abuſe of his example,for you ſee into how great miſery this faultcaſi 
bim ; but rather learne by him to ſhun that which coſt him ſodeare. 
Lacob had nota former example to terrifie him,as you have his; 10 
had not the Scripture (as you have) toterrific him : Let our hearts 
reſolve tohatea fin, and ſtrive againſt it the more, becauſe in others 
we may ſceour aptneſſe toit, And let us beware that we paſſe not 

over- 


—__y_— 
— — —_— 


| Gr N. Facob. CuaP.26. 


$1 


over- bait y cen;ures upon them that have fo offended, yea, though 
they have herein negleed the checks of eheir owne conſciences : 
We muſt not judge any man as an hypocrite, for any fault that is 
common to him,with aces. 

Further, 7:icob offended inregard of his mother, with an exccſle of 
obedience, for he was ruled by her againſt Gods Commandement, 
ſhe bade him diſſemble and lie, and by her faire words and perſwaſi- 
ons he was drawne to commit that great ſin of lying, Ir is ancaſic 
matter for lnfertours toobey their Governours carnally, not in the 
Lord, not with reſervation of their duty to God, but a little rooun- 
limitedly, which is a fault that muſt needs be very offenſive to God, 

Bur take heed of this (in I beſeech you, ir is a preferring of man be- 
fore God, and an a& that doth exceeding highly diſhonour God ; 
now ſtrive toworke in your hearts ſuch an high eſteeme of God,thar 
you may bereſolutenotto fin againſt him for the ſake of any man, 
though never ſo much your Superiour, though never ſo much be- 
loved. 

Bur if you havedone otherwiſe, be not diſheartned, but returne 
unto God with confeſſions and humble petitions,renewing your for. 
mer purpoſes, and you ſhall be pardoned. For the Lord is at this 
time as abundant in mercy toall that call upon him, as formerly hee 
was : Neitherletany man ſuffer himſelfe toentertaine too bard a 
conceit againſt another whom he ſhall ſee to have been cirher over- 
intreated, or by threatenings over-borne, to doe ſome evill thing ar 
a Supericurs motion ; but conſider thine owne weaknefle, and re. 
member, that even 7aceb did fo too, and that when he was now paſt a 
childe, for hewas atleaſt ſixty yeares when he did this, fo that no 
part ofthe blame can fall on the weakneſſe of youth or childhood, 

But inreſpeR of his children ſome faults he was guilty of. 

Firſt, he did exceſſively love 7oſeph, and indiſcreerly manifeſt his 
love unto him, ſo that his brethren diſcerning it, were enviouſly dif- 
poſed ro him, and procured him much miſery. 

This is a weakneſſe of Parents, not alone to overlave ſome childe 
above the reſt, but alſo to ſhew it too apparently, to the breeding of 
elvy in the hearts of the reſt, and ſometimes pride and ſelf-conceit 
in him that findes bimſelfeover-loved, and ſo doth miſchicfte both 
Wayes. 

Be infiruged you Parents to moderate your affeions to your 
children, and tocach childe, and ro moderate the demonſtrations of 


your affe&ions; let them net be too vehement, too frequent, too 
fondling, 


not ſee out of the blindneſſe that love worketh,what is too vehement 
love, and whatbe too vehement expreſſions of it, and rules todiſcern 
it can hardly be given, For thoſe of nor ſparing them in any fin, and 
the like, doe diſcover rather the unſanRity of love in other — 

than 


I know it is invaine to givethisdiriQion to Parents, forthey will | 
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than the exceſle, Ir is alone a tleſhly, nor a ſpirituall love, when ir 
will ſuffer them to (in, bur it may be exceſſive, though it be nor ex. 
rreamly carnall. Pray to Godto diſcover it to you, and to reforme 
itinyou; Iris better to love too much than too little, But 7t 7s betrey 
to ſhew love too little,than to ſhew it too much, eſpecially it it be with 
partiality. | 

Againe, Tacob was ſomewhat tyed towards Bexjamin, and would 
not ſuffer him to goe out of his ſight, for feare lett evill ſhouldbe. 
tide him by the way, and rather endurcd tobe almoſt ſtarved, than to 
hazzard him ina journey, This was a little too immoderate love, 
and feare too , but he had loſt one ſon in a journey, and he is tobee| 
ſomewhat more pitticd in this feare, becauſe of that former loſſe, 
yet at laſt he ſuffered himſelfe to be over-perſwaded by 1sdah. In. 
deed at firſt he was over-peremptory , «My ſon ſhall not gee downt , 
Take heed of theſe faults, take heed of being ſo fond and over. feare. 
full of your children, ſo that you cannot ſuffer then to take neceſſy. 
ry journies leſt they may miſcarry : 8nd be not over-reſolute in any 
thing, this I will not doe, that I will not doe, God may have pur. 
poſed that that ſhall be done which thou reſolveſt ſhall not ; be na 
over-ſerled ina purpoſe about things of this nature, for againſt (ig. 
full deeds a man muſt be reſolute, and it is better to faile of keeping 
ones reſolution, than not to have it, and that alſo ſtrong, 

Further, 7acob was a little too wayward with his ſonnes, when he 
blamed them fortelling the Ruler of Zgypr, that he had yer ano- 
ther ſon : we muſt beware of growing pettiſh, becauſe we be croſſed 
inany thing ſoas to accuſe the faultleſſe, bur in ſuch caſe rather 
looke up to Gods hand, and condemne not thoſc that are guiltleſſe, 
(aying, it was long of you, and why did you ſo 2 when the thing fol. 
lowed alone ents and as we call it, by meere chance, fo 
that no foreſight could diſcerne or prevent what would follow. 

But Iacob over-lamented 7eſeph too, and ſo becomes an cxampleof 
cxceſſivencſle of griefe,which likely will attend upon exceſſive love, 
One affeion pur out of rune, brings another into the ſame diſtem- 
per : O take heed of ſuffering this paſſion of over-grieving at a 
childes death, though ſudden and violent, or any other croſle to pre- 
vaile over you fo, that you ſhall even ſer your {clves to grieve, and re- 
fuſe to take heartto your ſelves, and aſe your ovwne reaſon to com. 
fort your ſelves. 


The three laſt things concerning 7aceb, are his benefits, croſſes, 
and death, 


Now we muſt ſpeake of the great benefits which God gave to 14- 
cob, which are oftwo ſorts. 

Firſt, Spirituall, Secondly, Temporall. 

The ſpirituall benefits are of ewo ſorts, 

1. The chiefe and principall. 

2. Thoſethat followed hereupon, 


The 
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The chictc ſpiricuall bleſſing was this, that he made him a godly 
man, giving him true faith, fo that he did unfainedly beleeve in God, 
and was aright godly and religious man, For it is noted of him,thar 
he belceved in God, and was an heire with Abraham of the ſame pro. 
miſes, both concerning the land of Canaan, as a Type, and beaven ir 
ſc|fe, thething figured by the land of Canaan; So Iacob was a true 
ſervant of God, and member of Chriſt, and inberitour of heaven, and 
from bim the Church is many times called by the name of 7acob and 
Iſacl, And this is the greateſt good that can be found in this life, 
in compariſon of which, all other benefits are of no value, and with- 
out which, other things arc not ſufficient to make a man happy, 
though he ſhould poſſeſſe them in never ſo great abundance for 
what will itadvantage a man to win the whole world, and loſe his 
owne ſoule, _ 

Now therefore we muſt learne moſt earneſtly to ſeeke this bene. 

fir which God ts rcady to give to us, as well as to him. For Iacob was 

nor godly by nature, nor by any power of his owne, but by the free 
grace of God, and the mighty and ſaving worke of his owne bleſſed 

Spirit, which Spirithe harh promiſed to all that aske, even as un- 

doubtedly as any tender hearted Father will give food unto his hun- 

ory childe that ſhall crave it at his hands, 

Let no man bediſcouraged becauſe of the corruption and naugh- 
tineſſe of his nature, for the ſame bad and depraved nature was found 

in /acob that in himſelfe, ſeeing 7xob alfowas a ſon of Adam, by cor- 

rupt nature a childe of wrath, and heireof death as well as any other ; 
but God did circumciſc his heart as well as his fleſh, and made him 
partaker of the divine nature, by which he prevailed againſt the cor. 
ruptions thatare in the world through luſt, Wherefore ler each of 
us take notice of hisowne wickedneſle, and inability ro make him- 


|ſelfe good, and of his manifold ſins, and inability to procure pardon 


ofthem to himſelfe ; and let him carneſtly call upon God to worke 
true repentance, and unfained faith in him, and the Lord will graci- 
ouſly worke theſe things in him, as well as in 7acob, and will pardon 
his fins, and ſanRifie his ſoule, and make him an inheritour of his 
heavenly Kingdome, 

I beſcech you therefore, bury not your ſelves in the world, and in 
the ſtudy of earthly things, bur Seeke firſt the King dome of God, and bi 
righteouſmrſſe, and labour to come into the ſtate of grace by medira- 
ting on the Goſpell, ſeeing your miſery in your ſelves, and endea- 
youring to turne unto the Lord. 

Forinthe Church no man is left deſtitute of grace, bur through 
his own default in negleA&ing the great ſalvation that is there offered 
unto him. 

Againe, thoſe ro whom the Lord hath pleaſed to ſhow the ſame 
goodneſſe, working inthem true faith, inabling them to beleeve in 
his mercy through Chrift, and cowalke in his waycs with truth and 
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I. He wasa 
godly man, 


HE —__ 


2. He __ the 
riviledge of 
he firſt-bora. 


3. He had the 
bleſling given 
him, 


—————— 


—_— 


(Tt N. The Example of 07 7? P.26. 


uprightneſſe of heart, muſt learne to ſhew themſelves exceeding 
thankfull ro God for this mercy, and ſtrive to take comfort in it, and 
to walke worthy of it, Bleſſe God with conſtant and daily bleſſings, 
that hath bleſſed thee with ſpirituall bleſſings in Chriſt, and rejoyce 
in the riches of that inheritance to which thou art interefſed and 
(halt poſſeſſe, whatſoever wants, affiQions, croſſes thou maiſt bee 
exerciſed withall; yetbeglad in the Lord, and count thy ſelfcan 
happy man, becauſe the Lord hath granted thee that which may 
abundantly ſatisfie thy ſoule in the want of all outward things, and 
ſupport thee in all aflitions and miſeries, and countervaile, and 
more then overweigh all manner of calamities. Let not the rich may 
rejoyce in his riches, wor the wiſe man in his wiſdome, nor the ſlrong man in 
hus ſtrength, nor any man in any terrene thing he hath, but Let him that 
rejoyceth, rejoyce in this, that he knoweth me ſaith the Lord, It is ourd 
to raiſe upour hearts ſo, that nocarthly adverſity may coole or damp 
our prayers, and diſmay our hearts, and fill us with anguiſh and grief 
and that no outward benefits may glut and ſatr our hearts, and turne 
us away from taking comfort in this true and everlaſting mercy, 

God hath made us his owne, given us faith, ſan&ificd us by his 
Spirit, united us to his Son, and cauſed us to ſee, beleeve, and em. 
brace his promiſes. What though we want wealth, honour, plez- 
ſure,and theſe ſenſuall benefits > He hath given us Wheate, What 
though he feed us not with huskes 2 He bath given us Gold, What 
though he lade ns not with dirt > Hee hath given us himſelfe, and 
his Son. What though he give us not the vanities of this life 2 It 
isa fin fora godly man to be out of heart and comfortleſſe, becauſe 
of any other want, and any other crofſe, If God have granted you 
this chicfe benefir, glory in it, and thinke that you have gotten a 
good portion, though your eſtate in the world be never ſo lowand 

; only be ſure that your faith bee true, by cauſing you toa- 

und in thoſe fruits of it which we ſhewed you before, that it 
brought forth in /aceb. 

Now I come to ſome leſſe principall mercies flowing from this. 

Firſt, he gave him the priviledge of the firſt-borne, that Chriſt 
ſhould come of him, and that the vifible Church ſhould continue in 
his poſterity : That part of the dignity of the primogeniture, to 
have Chriſt the bleſſed ſeed come of him, cannor be beſtowed upon 
any of us : neither that, to have a great Nation flow from our loines: 
that ſhall be alſothe Church of God, and a Nation, in which true 
religion and piety ſhall becontinued, But to have our children god- 
ly, and become members of the Church, that we muſt earneſtly de- 
ſire and ſeeke for, and that we may hope for and attaine, if we pray 
earneſtly for ir, and make our children as good as we can, by bringing 
them up in the truc knowledge and worſhipping of God, 

Further, 7acob had the bleſſing given him 

Firſt, by his Fathers miſtake, when he tooke him for his eldeſt ſon 


Eſan, 
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Eſav,to whom he intended the bleſſing ; chen after by his Fathers 
witting and deliberate pronouncing it upon him, by the direQion 
of Gods Spirit, 

The former you may ſee pronounced upon him in Geneſis, where 
heſairþ, God givethee of the dew of heaven, and after, God Almighty 
bleſe thee, and give thee the bleſſing of Abraham, This bleſſing is the 
beitowing upon him all temporall benefits, fo faras they are ſubor- 
dinate to his ſpiritaall : and then ſpirituall benefits, viz. all ſorts 
 ofgraces by which he may be happily guided to the poſſeſſion of 
| life eternall, 

This is an excellent mercy, tobe freed from the curſe of the Law, 
| /and to be made partaker of the bleſſing of 4braham; even that God 
| ſhall love one, tzke care of him, and, proſper him in all things hee 
takes in hand, and conduct him ſafe ro heaven at the length : Sceke 
| this bleſſing of God, If you feare God and walke in his wayes, hee 
| will blefſe you, if you fairhfully beleeve in Chriſt, and reſt upon 
| him alone, youſhall be blefſed , for Chriſt hath freed us from the 
curſe, and prepared the bleſſing for us,.if we be under the workes of 
| 'the Law, we are under the curſe, but if we be of the faith of Abraham, 
we ſhall be bleſſed with faithfull 46r7aham, as S. Paul tels us, La- 
bour to beleeve, labour to goe out of your ſelves, and to ſtay alone 
| upon the rightcouſneſſe of Chriſt by faith made yours,and then you 
ſhall inherice the bleſſing, and then you ſhall inherice the bleſkng, 
| and then you ſhall receive the promiſe of the Spiric chrough faith, 
then God will keep his Covenant of grace with you, pardon your 
. fins, give you his Spirit, and make all worke together for good. 
a 

d 


— 


Through faith and patience you maſt inherite the promiſes, and: the bleſ- 
ſing which Zſas was excluded from, (though he would bave inherited 
it,)becauſe he ſought it not of God, but of 7ſaac his Father, 

; And you that have right unto Gods bleſſing, becauſe you are 
t fairhfull, rake comfort in it, and be thankfull for it. Gods bleſſing 
| isarich rhing, it is more than all honours, it is. fruitfull of all com- 


t \carth and heaven, and all things that his heart can deſire. 

Af any ſay, but we ſee that ſuch mcn mceete with evill enough in 
the world 2? | 1 | 
Jy | Theanſwer is, that if we looke with the eye of fleſh alone, wee 
$: thigke thatwe ſee it ſo, but we thinke falſly, for if wee would took 
1e with the eye of faith, we ſhould ſee it otherwiſe, for the bleſſing of 
d- God cauſeth croſſes to worke for our ſpirituall good, for our in- 
e- creaſe of holineſſe and bappineſſe, and it. is the efficacy of Gods 
y bleſſing, that it rurnerh evill things unto good for them to whom 
Je itisgranted :. as it is the efficacy of Gods curſe , that it turneth 
all good things to hurt io them that lie under it.. You may therefore 
be aſſured you are under the blefling, whereof you may be aſſured, if 


on | dy a firme faith you cleave unto God. 


forts; hethat is bleſſed of God ſhall want no good thing, ſhall bave | 
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| Bur further, the Lord did often appeare to Taceb to confirme and 


eſtabliſh his faith, and ro comfort his ſoule, and fi]l him full of ſpi- 
rituall joy and peace. 

Firſt, he appeared unto him when he was benighted in a deſolate 
and ſolitary place, when hee fled from his brother, and gave him 
large and comfortable promiſes, that he would be his God,give that 
land to him and his ſeed, multiply his feed as the duſt, and in his 
ſeed blefſe all Nations, and would keep him, and bring him againe, 
and never leave till he had fulfilled his good word, Doe but thinke 
what a chearing this was to 7acobs heart in this exigent; that God 
himſelfe tooke care of him, and came to him in ſuch an excellent 
viſion tocomfort him, 

Secondly, God appearcd to him againe when he*lived in Zabars 
houſe, and received very hard meaſure from Laban about his wages, 
and gave him gracious promiſes to ſuſtaine his drooping ſpirit, bid. 
ding him looke on the Rammes leaping on the catrel ring. ſtreaked, 
and bade him returne bome to his Fathers houſe, promiſing him 
that he would be with him : no doubt bur though the grumbling 
of Laban, and the diſcurteous carriage of his ſonnes, as well as him- 
ſelfe, did make the ſoule of 7acob ſad and penfive, yet the viſionsof 

God cleared up his ſad countenance, and enlivened his drooping ſpi. 
rit againe, and made him able to rake comfort, notwithſtanding all 
thoſe injuries, 

Thirdly, God appeared againe unto him, afrer Zabar was depart- 
ed from him, cauſing an whole hoſt and army of Angels to attend 
him,making him know that he ſhould be ſafe enough in his Church, 
how weakly ſoever be ſeemed togoe provided : for theſe two hoſts 
of immortall ſpirits would ſerve him againſt any rage of man. 

And againe, God himſelfe appeared to him a little before his 
brother Eſa met him, after he was informed of his comming , and 
though he wraſtled with him, to try his faith, yer atlaſt he Vleſſed 
bim, and called him 7/7acl, and rold him, that He had power with God 
45 a Prince, and with man 100, and ſhould prevaile : How did this ghaſe 
| away all his feares, and fill his foule with confidence and joy > 

A fifth time God appeared unto him, and bleſſed him, and re 
newed the name of /ſrae/to him, and promiſed to multiply bim, and 
give the land of Canaan to his ſeed after him, This alſowas a great 


conſolation tohim, and confirmed him againſt the feares he coneet- 
ved, left the menof the Countrey might be inſenced againſt himfor 
the wickcdnefle of his fons. | 5 

Yet a ſixth time God appeared unto him when he was aboutto 
goe downe to Zgypt at his ſon loſephs ſending for him, and coldhim 
he was his God, bid him not feare,'told /bim he wonld make him a 
great Nation, &c, as you may there reade, which was a moſt joyfull 
and comfortable rhing unto the old mans ſoule. 


Here now is a great favour, which God atfoorded to this good 
| | | man, 
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| man, he appeared to bim oftner than ever be had'done to any of his 


Forefathers, thar ever we reade of. | + | 
ke Lfany fay, what is that to us, ro whom God uſeth not now to ap- 
| peare indreames and viſions, and like kindes of apparitions z 
| Lanſwer, Itis much to us, and we muſt confider' whether God 
vouchſate to appeare tous alſo, For now he appeareth more ſpiritu- 
|ally, hut not lefſe comfortably to his ſervants, when we come to 
his Word and finde bim there, in his Ordinances, confirming our 
faith, ſtrengthening our ſoules ; now he appeareth to us. So when we 
come to his Sacrament, and by it feele an increaſe of faith,' and in 
ward joyes, now we ſee God. So in meditations, and ſoliloquies. O 
labour to carry your ſelves fo, that you may ſee God in his Sancua- 
ry, as Davidſaith in the Pſalme, and 'that yourhearts may be filled 
with ſpiricuall joy. Theſc ſpirituall viſions are the comfortableſt 
things in theworld, when we labour to walke humbly with God, 
then will hee come to us, and thew himſclfe rous, as our Lord 
romiſerh, and ſuppe with us, even make us to feele hisfavour in 
ſenſible manner. 

And if God doe appeare to us fo, you are to eſteeme highly of 
{his favour, and to ſtudy to requite his mercy. by a more carcfull en- 
[ deavour to walke holily before, and with him; 

Laſtly, a great ſpirituall bleſſing irwasthar God heard his pray- 
ers, when he prayed ro him in his ſeverall necefficios, and that hee was 


ace with confidence, and ſhould no ſooner aske'any thing of God, 
tthar the Lord opens his care and grants it; *whac a fingular pri. 
viledge is it, and this.is a mercy promiſedcoall Saints. For ſo ſaith 
our Saviour , If my mords abide i you, and.you abide in me; &5ke what you 
will and you ſhall haveit, ' And againe, $.,/obn relleth 'us , This i« our 
| copfidence , that whatſocurr we acke accortlivg to his will, he heareth us : 
Therefore let us keepe: our intereſt into-this mercy , by nor ha- 
vingreſpe& to' finne in our hearts, and by conſtant endeavour to 
walke holily before the Lord. And if we have found, and doe finde 
| God favonrable rous inthis kinde, ſothar weloſe not our prayers 
which wee make unto him, let us then comfort our ſelves in. rhis 
benefir, and be carefull to yeeld as obedient an-care tohis word 
5 hee doth yeeld a patienteare toour ſupplications, 
| And now of acobs temparall benefits, ; 
Firſt, he was bleſſed with a large cftate in the world, according to 
bis profeſſion; being a Shepheard, bis locks did thrive, he had cat- 
tell and ſervants in abundance, God bleſſed bhim-in Z4bavs houſe, 
'and made all the ftronger:cattell £o' bring forth juſt ſuch kinde of 
[young as Labas had conſented rogive bim for his wages; ſo that he 
Could'nor burſce a Divine hand, taking Labavs goods, and giving 
\themtobim, as himſelfe notetb, Ls | 
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able to prevaile with God, as you have heard before that he did; 
That a poore meane worme ſhould have accefle unto the Throne of + 
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(3s v. The Exampleof GCuav. 26. 


Riches are no great matter, burwhen God giverh them as tokens of 
his love and tender reſpe@, they are deſirable, Let thoſe that enjoy 
them,be ſure that they come to them from God as fruits of his good. 
neſle, orelſe the worſt men may be wealthier than the beſt, And 
let thoſe that are upright with 7acob, learne to truſt God with their 
eſtate, and to know that whar ſhall be good for them, ſhall be ſea- 
{onably provided for them. 

Secondly, God delivered him out of all adverſity, as himſelfe ſaith on 
his death-bed ; The Angel that redeemed me from all evil. 

His three greateſt dangers were firſt from Eſau, both when hee 
went unto Padan Aram, and when hee returned ; at the former 
time God: brought him ſafe to Padar, and foreſtrained the minde 
of Eſau, that then hee put off the thought of killing him, to his Fa. 
thers death ; and at the later time God {o melted him, that hee 


| 


Gen.33.19- | ſend himempty bome, and he bad power in his hand to doe it, as 
Gen«31.42, | himſelfeſaich, but Godappearcd to him, and rebuked him, that 


ſhewed himſelfe exceeding kinde, and fell upon his neck and kiſſed 
| him, inſtead of killing bim, which hee had intended; and there. 
| fore hee rels Eſa , that hee had ſcene his face as the face of 
| G O Ds 

Laban purſued him too with a purpoſe to ſtrip him of all, andto 


| hedurſt not handle him amifſe. 

- The Inhabitants of the Countrey were much inſenced againſt 
him inreſpeR of that outragious murder and rapine committed up. 
onthe Sichemires, and by his Sons, in ſo much that 7acob ſeared 
much that they would purſue him, and cut him off: bur God caſa 
feare into their hearts, ſo that they did not offer any-violence unto 
bim, as 13 noted by the Story, 

Theſe three great deliverances God vouchſafed cob. O let us 
learne to turne to God, and to walke before him in eruth, and then 
we ſhall bave Godready to helpus inall our neceſſities, and at that 
time, and inthoſe exigents to provide for-us meanes of eſcapeby 
his providence, when our owne wit and ſtrength faileth ; as we finde 
him dealing with 1cob : Whar could he docagainſt Eſa, Laban, or 
the Inhabitants of the Countrey,> Let us cleave to God, that hee 
may be our Buekleralſo, and our ftrong Tower, and Rocke of .de- 
fence, and if we have found ſo much favour with God, as to:reſcae 
us out of ſuch dangers as ſeemed unpreventable , let not us attribure 
the deliverances toany other ſecondary cauſes, but even ſee Gadin 
them, aſcribethem to him, and learne thence to feare, bonour, ind | 
praiſehim. Thoſe deliverances are indeed profitable, that ate cords 
of kindneſle toric us nearer to God, 

. Hee that improveth not ſuch benefits rothat end, loſeththe moſt 
deſirable fruit of them. | 
-- Farther, 7acob had a large off. ſpring of children, twelve ſons and 


ove daughter, this is a favour to give a man ſtore of billions - 
cnele! 


| Gen. 
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' in outward things, and one much advanced, 


Another mercy of God, was the providing of /oſeph as a man be- 
fore to maintaine him and his family in Agypt, and bringing him 
to ſee /oſeph, and enjoy bis preferment for ſeventeen yeares rogether, 
where he lived in as greata fulneſſe of proſperity, and concluded his 
daycsas happily as ever man did, living in oſephs boſome as it were, 
ſeeing all his children godly and proſperous, and feeling noconfide- 
rable adverſity, having 7eſephs oath alfg ro bury him in Canaan. This 
is a ſingular favour of God, to make ones old age proſperous, and to 
cauſc his eyes to ſee ſo much happineſſe as he can wiſh, when now he 
is ready tO leave theworld. Marke the righteous man in the Pſalme, | 
itis ſaid, The end of that man is peace, Study righteouſneſſe, that you 
may inherite this bleſſing, and never threaten your (elves how miſe- 
rable you ſhall be hereafter : God can provide wayes that you know 
not,to make you ſafe and comfortable beyond your thoughts. O be 
faithfull with bim, and truſt in him, and feare nothing. So much 


for 1acobs life. 
Now for his death. 


up his legs and gave up the Ghoſt, and then he had alſo an bonou- 
rable embalming and buriall, as at large is ſer downe in the Story. 
Who would not wiſh ſuch a death > 

And yer more, after death be hath an honoyrable nate on earth, 
and liveth in eternall glory in heaven. 

Now let us imitate Zecobs vertues, and labour to be upright, and 
then notwithſtanding many fins, we ſhall have at laſt eternal] happi- 
neſſe, and ſo much bappineſſe in this world alfo as is needfull for us. 

Now we will ſhew you what calamities be ſuffered, for the people 

of God muſt looke to ſuffer much tribulation in this world, as it is 
forerold chem, both becauſe their owne need requireth it, ro make, 
and keep them good, and cauſe them to grow in goodnefſle, as alſo 
becauſe the Lord ſces it fit thus comagnifie his power, juſtice, wiſ- 
dome, and goodneſle, in ſuſtaining and delivering them, His cha- 
ſtiſements then were theſe. 
Firſt, that his Father did not love him fo well as his brother, but 
did manifeſtly prefer hunting Eſas before him in his affe&ions, and 
afforded him no great ſignes of love; but this was ſomewhar mitiga- 
ted, becauſe God inclined his mothers heart tohim, who at leaſt in 
this matter was better than her husband. | 


Now 


—_—_— —ﬀ 


theſe ſons all had wealth enough, /oſeph was very religious in his 
youth, and Bexjamin Civill and orderly at leaſt, and at the end all of 
them turned home and became godly men. O happineſle, to have ſo 
many children, ſome good betime, all holy at laſt ! all proſperous 


It was a moſt ſeaſonable death, after a large time of life, a moſt 
ble death in the midſt of his Sonnes, a moſt religious death, 
lefſiog them, and confirming their faith with his laſt words z a moſt 
comfortable death, ſo ſoone as he had ended his bleſſing, he pulled 


4 lefeph main- 
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and hisin the 
famine, 


| 


His death was 
ſ-aſunablc, 
p-accab.c, 
religious, and 
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Gen,37.25,26, | Now if it be the lot of any childe to be negleed of his Parents; 
and to have irreligious brethren preferred before him, let him beare 
ic patiently, it was [acobs lot, and let him nor be diſcouraged from 
|good wayes, for at laſt God may change þis Parents hearts unto him, 
[r could not but grieve [acob, that his Father ſhould ſodiſaffeR him, 
as tOgive away the bleſſing trom him, Bur ler children to whom ir 
befalleth, beare the crofle quierly,for it is cafie with God to make al] 
cad well, ; | 
2. His brother | Another croſſe that befell him in his Fathers houſe, was this, his 
Eſa hat'd | brother Eſas was bitter againſt him, and reſolved to kill him. A mi. 
nim, and''> | ſerable calamity to be hated of his owne brother, and to have bis own 
him, brother, yea a twin, borne at the ſame time, to hate bim ſo ſharply, as 
eo intend hisdeath. You muſt looke for ſuch a croſle, and beare it if 
it come, and bleſſe God if he have pleaſed to keep you from ſuffering 
it; ſothat your brothers and kindred agree well with you, and r4- 
ther ſhew you kindneſle. | 
3. He fled in A third croſſe, was bis flight into Padan Aram, and being benight. 
to Padaa ed in the way, ina ſolitary and deſert place all alone, which yer was 
ns. 6, | mitigated by the goodnefſle of God appearing to bim in & dreare; 
To be driven out of one Countrey, and forced to hard and ſolitary 
eravell, and to meet with ſuch kinde of accidents, as benighting, and 
the like, be calamities; we muſt even prepare for them, that we may 
beare them without diſcouragement, as ſeeing God.in ther, and 
conſidering that he is with us, when we want other company. 
4. Laban his Now in Labans houſe he metwith great croſſes. 
_ ntaw| I, His Fatherdeccived him in his wife, ſubſtituting Leah in Rechels 
in ” ſtead, then which, how could a man more beguile another, forby 
Genu2y, that meanes hee was compelled to adde ſeven yeares ſervice more, 
2. Inhiswages] Againe, be ſought rodeceive bim in his wages, and changed it 
many times, being angry that God gave him ſo large and plentifull 
a recompence; then he grumbled at him, and looked diſcurteouſly 
upon him, as alſo did his ſons. | 
3- Purſuedhim] And laſt of all he purſued him with an intention to take all from 
with an inten» | him, and there falſly accuſerh bim of ſtealing his gods, Sec here 
allfrom him, | from his Father in Law,and Vocle,moſt unjuſt and diſcurteous uſage: 
you that have found at leaſtwith your neareſt friends juſt and kinde 
dealing,acknowledge Gods goodnefle in it. The contrary would raft 
very ſowre, letthis drive you to moſt hearty and humble thavkſgi- 
ving. It ſhould be confeſſed a very great mercy to eſcape very great 
croſſes , and if you pchaps meet with the ſame ctoſles, be quier, fot 
did not Zacob bearethem, and why not you > Wee muſt not thinke, 
never manwas ſouſedas Iam, and by that counterfeit aggravation 
flatter our ſelves in our impaticney, and make our ſelves beleeve wee 
bave cauſe to be diſturbed ; but rather informe our ſelues of that 
which fell roother of Gods Saints, and fo bring our paſſions toa 
rcatonable calmnefle. 
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Bur 1D his journey he was like to fall into a great dimger, fot his 
brother Eſas came againſt him with foure handred ſouldrers, intend 
ing to kill him, and that affrighted him exceeding much; bur you ſee 
what end God made. Learne to ſtand alwaies ready for death; and 
yet alwaies confident in God, though you ſee not how toeſcape the 
ſame, but now ſee his crofles in his children. 

Firſt, Reuben detiowred his Concubine; Dinah his daughter was 
deflowred ; His ſonnes uſed fraud and deceit to courzen the Siche:” 
mites, and then moſt barbatous cruelty in Killing all the men, and 
ſpoiling the women, children, and goods, and when he reproved 
them for it, they made him a forly anſwer. Shall they abuſe onr ſiſter as 
aWhore ? Then Rachel dyed inchildbed, or travell ; then 7oſeph was 
fold into Agypr, but as he thoughr, flaine, even ſoſephhis moſt belo | 
ved and towardly fon. After /#dah went from him, and his two ſons 
were naught, and himſclfe defiled bis daughter in Law, and hadtwo 
ſons by ber. 

A great griefe and diſgrace to /acob ; Then Simeon was detained 
in Algypt, and Benjamin muſt needs travell downe, tothe great feare 
and doubt of che old man : and this was'the laſt of his croſfes ; ſave 
thar he lived in a grievous famine for two yearcs, till he came downe 
tw Egypt. ; W%4 | 
So have I briefly run over 1acobs miſerics, but they lay hard and 
heavy upon him. Of all which you muſt make theſe uſes. 

Firft, bechankfull for eſcaping the like, prepare for them hereaf. 
ter, beare thoſe that doe come, patiehtly, And take heed of provo- 
king God, for he is not a fond Father, but Willſcourge every ſon whom 
he recetueth, | AIhedl Fe 

For the firſt, you have heard how many miſeries this godly man was 
exerciſed withall : Ler me propound one queſtion unto you, Thioke 
you that your ſelves have more wit than he'had, not more goodneſle, 
or more of both >? 1 preſume I may make anſwer for you, that you 
will not be ſo over. conceited of your ſelves, as to affirme eicher of 
theſe things, | 

Now foe be neither wiſer, nor godlier than he z how commerh 
it that you have ſo long lived inthe world, and yet have not met with 
divers of thoſe croſſes that followed him > No, nor any in all your | 
lives ſo pinching or grievous. Sure if it be not tobe attributed to 
your underſtanding, and piety (as it 1s nor, it you doe indeed ac. 
knowledpe your ſelves to be nor ſuperiour, orrather not equall unto 
lacob therein, who yerdid meete with them ) then muſt youdſcribe 
the ſame ro the wiſdome and goodnefſeof God, rhat hath diſpoſed 
of things ſo by his wakefull providence, as that ſuch miſeries bave 
bot way- laid you, and ſeized upon you, Therefore you muſt learne 
to be humbly thankfull ro him, and praiſe his holy name, acknow- 
ledge his bountifulneſſe, graciouſheſſe, and rendernefſe, that hath 
ſpared you from ſuch ſmarting ſtroakes, as theſe that ferched blood 
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and teares as iywere from good [acob, ſo holy a man, If we bepre.| 
ſerved from croſles that other men feele, wee begin to lift up our 
ſelves, to commend and prefer our ſelves above them that are heavier 
laden, and to flatter our ſelves, as if we were more loved of God than 
they ; then our caſe is our bane, and it ſhewes that we have not grace 
to make a good uſe of eaſe ; but if we confeſle that we have deſcrved 
as much and more, and had as littleability to ſhun them, only God 
rendering our weakneſle, hath uſed us with more clemency, and fo 
make this clemency an argument of praiſing him, and of being more 
carefull ropleaſe him, who would not ſtrike us, though he had both 
provocation from us, and ability in himſelfe, this is an holy uſe of 
the abſence of rhe croſle, 

Say then, waſt thou ever driven out of thine owne habitation, tg 
ſerve ina firange place, and an hard maſter that wronged thee, and 
uſed thee diſcurtcouſly > Waſt thou ever in danger to have all th 
goods taken from thee by an enraged man, fironger than thy ſelfe, 
and purſuing thee with a revengetull minde > nor waſt thou never in 
perill of thy life by a revengeſfull perſon armed with foure bundred| 
ſouldiers > nor waſt thou peyer tormented with ſceing thy ſonnes 
murderers, couzeners, and robbers > nor baſt thou nevcr loſt a deare| | 
childe, and thought him ſlaine by a violentdeath 2 nor did never 
no ſon of thine commit inceſt with his mother in law > if not, ſee 
how favourable God hath been to thee above 7acob, and praiſe, love, 
an honour him, and make his gentleneſſc an argument. of turning 
and obeying z for if thou compare thy (ins with 7acobs, there need be 
no doubr, bue that thine have been as great as his, and thy repentance 
as little, Bur it is our good, not our fins that God lookes to incor. 
reing, asa Father corres not a little childe for as great a fault, fo 
much as he doth a ſtronger. 

Againe, learne to beare the croffes thou haſt, with more patience 
and quietneſſe of minde, by comparing them with Zacobs crofles, 
which have been more in number, and more weighty, and grievous. 

Why doth any of you my Brethren take the matter ſo heavily, 
chat ſome childe of his is ſomewhat ſtubborne and ill diſpoſed? 
When none of them have commirred murder, inceſt, rapine, and 
ſuch fins as 1acobs ſons did commit. Why doe you make ſuch a ſtir 
at wrongs > When none of you were ever ſo purſued by any foe, as 14 
cob was by his brother and Father in Law ; Why doe you take on ſo 
for the ordinary and naturall death of a childe > ſeeing none of you 
hath had ſuch a childe torne by wilde beaſts, or ſome other like vio- 
lence, as 1acob conceived Loſeph to have miſcarried. VVhy doe you 
complaineof famine, and of want > Whennone of you hath ſuffer. 
ed ſuch a famine as compelled him to ſend ſo far as cob ſent to 
Zgypt for Corne, which is thought to be nor much leſſe thantwo 
bundred miles : Wecomplaineof eaſe, If our ſo much lamented 
afflitions were laid inthe ballance with 7acobs,we ſhould finde them 


very 
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very Ii bt ard erifling buſineſſes in compariſon, - Want of looking 
abour, and obſerving the burdens that are faſtened unto other mens 
ſhoulders, cauſeth uy to aggravate. our owne ſo much in our owne 
conccirs, as that by making them ſeeme extraordinarily heavy, wee 
eyca wiltully caſt our ſelves intoexceſſive ſorraw for them, 

Bue againe, you that are, yet at caſe, and have not taſted any ſo 
bitter a Cup as Jacob did many, muſt bee perſwaded to take ſome 
paines with your owne bearts, to make your ſelves thinke that ſome 
ſuch croſſes may befall you, and therefore toprepare forthem by re- 
_—_ tobearether, and praying God to fit you for them, and 
lantifie them to you, | 

Mans ſelf-loving minde is willing] to flatter it ſelfe with good 

hopes, rather then to forewarne ir ſelte with wiſe warnings : OI 
hope 1 (hall never ſce my children, my wife ſonaught, I ſhall never 
fnde ſuch il! uſ#ge, I hope, Come hither vaine man, and either 
give a good reaſon of thine hopes, or elſe confeſſe them to be fruits 
ofthine « xtreame folly, and doting ſclf-love. 
Hath God ever promiſed thee, that no ſuch thing ſhould befall 
thee > lam ſure thou canſt ſhew no ſuch promiſe. Haſt nor thou 
deſerved as much as 7acob, tobe ſeverely chaſtened of God > I am 
ſure thou ovghreſt ro fay yes. Doth nor thy body, foule, name,chil- 
dren, lieabroad in as open a Sea,and as tempeſtuous ? Here alſothou 
oughteſt to ſay yes, and therefore (houldeſt alſo condemne theſe (i1- 
ken ſoft hopes of thine, and ſay, Well,God may make me as afflicted 
as [acob, and therefore I will even expe the ſame, or as bad, and if 
they come 1 will beare them all, ſeeing God and my ill deſcrvings 
inthem, Yonder is a very toward]y boy, I love him dearely : what it 1 
ſhould heare he were torne of beaſts > Lord if it be thy will, let it 
not be ſo; bur if itbe, make me to beare it with quietneſſe : and why 
ſhould I not ſo ſtoope to thy will in every thing ; yea I will doe it 
by thy grace. If thou ſay, I ſce many eſcape ſuch croſſes. 

I anſwer, and thou ſeeſt mavy afflited with them, and why maiſt 

not thou be amongſt the number of thoſe that ſuffer them, as well as 
of thoſe that eſcape them. 
Bur laſtly, take heed of making over-bold with Gods favour, as a 
wanton childe, that preſumes he ſhall not be whipr, and therefore 
cares not almoſt what wanton and evill prankes he playes. Doe you 
nat ſee bere that the Lord of heaven knowes how to whip his owne 
children throughly and to purpoſe > You have nor to deale with a 
fooliſhly pitrifull Father, that cannot finde in his heart ro heare his 
children cry, and ſee them ſmart and bleed. No, he can ſtrike,he can 
lay it on ſoundly, he can make you roare, and cry, and blecd, hee can 
doe it ; yea, and he will doe it too, if be finde that your conceir of his 
love and gentlenefſe brings forth no better fruit in you than this, 
that by preſuming of it, you are made more wicked, 


Whcrefore ſay to thy ſelfe, if ſuch abominable fancies ariſe g 
© fooliſh, 


| Gen. The Example of Cuaras, 


fooliſh man that I am, doe I ſo requite the Lords kindnefſe > Doe 1 
pur his clemency to this uſe 2 Did he not cut and wound 7acebs ſouls | 
Did he not hatidle him roughly > even thoogh we never reade that 
hedidentertaine ſuch preſumptuous conceits, How then will hee 
deale with me, if I doe ſocxceedingly provoke him, by fo exceed. 
ingly abuſing his goodneſſe > And ſo frame to condemne and blame 
thy wickedneſſe in having ſuch motions, and pray to God to worke 
in thine heart a reverend aweofhis Majeſtic, by making 
his juſtice and anger ſo terrible to thee, as ro 
make fin abominable , that would 
inſegce that wrath and 
juſtice againſt thee, 
*,. 
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W£Rom the Story of 1440b, 1 proceed to his Wives 
and Children, and fo ro other his contempora- 
® } ries. 14cob had foure VVives. It was not his own 
def ſecking, thathis Wives grew to ſuch a number, 
for he was painfull atid laborious, and a chaſte 
mad, that would very contentedly have ſatisfied 
himſelfewith one woman, But he was drawae in. 
rothis way of Polygamy by ſeverall occaſions, 
Now of his Wives, the true and lawfull Wifewas Rachel, for her 
he agreed, with her he eſpouſed himſelfe (as it is like, for we cannot 
thinke bur that after his Father had promiſed cogiveher ro him up- 
on ſeven yeares ſervice, he would acquaint her with ir, anddefire her 
good will, and unleſſe he had attained it, the marriage would nor 
have proceeded, and been as it was, ſolemnly celebrated) to her hee 
bare ſingularaffeRion, and her alone he looked for, 
' Now for Rachel, you know whoſe daughter ſhe was, vis. Labans, 
the brother of Rebekkah ; here Couſin-germans married withour 
ſcruple; but no marvell, for they made no queſtion of nearer matches. 
A wan might marry his Fathers daughter, his ſiſter, as Abrahams did 


88 
oo Ja 


LIMI 


|Serah, A man might marry with two ſiſters, as 7acob did ROY 
| WE Leah. 
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| crofſes. 4. Her bencfirs, and ſo to her death, 


Leah, The Lord had not yet abridged the liberty of contraſting ma- 
riage, as with any more remote, ſo with them that were neareſt in 
blood and alliance. Thereforetheir examples muſt be no preſident 
forus in this matter, 

But of Rachcl let us confider after her Parentage , her life and 
death, and inher life : 1, Her faults. 2. Her vertues, 3, Her 


Firſt then, her faults ; She was a woman of great imperfeQions}; 
theſe are plainly noted in her, | 

Firſt, ſhe was envious towards her fifter, as you ſee Gey. 30, r, It 
vexed her not alone that ſhe had nochildren, bur that her ſiſter had : 
Envy isa fin much tobe blamed, you may ſee in this Example what 
itis; ſucha vexing at anothers having what I have not, as doth 
eſtrange my minde, and work a degree of hatred towards the perſon 
that hath it, 

The firſt, and moſt remarkable example of this vice is found in 
Cain, it ſhewes it ſelfe here againe in Rachel, Let us conſider what a 
loathſome vice it is, that we may the better (hun ir. The Wordof 
God hath given us frequent warning of it in blaming it ſo often, ir 
ſhewes how aptwe are to it, and how diligently we ſhould oppoſeit, 
and preſerve our ſelves from it, our Saviour is pleaſed to reckon it 
among the evill things that come out of the heart, and doe defile the 
man, and giveth itthe name of anevill eye, becauſe it ſhewes it ſelfe 
preſently inthe eye and countenance, and cauſcth a dejeRed coun- 
renance, and a vile looke towards the party envied, as it is ſeenin 
Cainand Sal. It isa paſhon that will nor be kept in, but will bewray 
it ſelfe in odde lookes and caſts of the eye. S. Paul reckohs itnp 
among thoſe fins wherewith;the Gentiles were full, vis, of Emy, 
wurder, 6c, and you ſee with what companions he joynes it,mrder, 
debate, for theſe indeed bethe fruits that follow from it, as in'Saw, 
Cain, and the Phariſees is evident.' S. Paul alſo reckons it am 
the number of the things which are fruits of the fleſh, and which he 
that doth, ſhall not inherite the kingdome of heaven, enwyings, mar- 
ders, where you fee likewiſe how he fellows it with murders,as he bad 
done before. In the ſame Epiſtle he forbids it, ſaying, Let wot bee 
covetors of vain-glory, proveking one another, envying one another, Saint 
[ames ſaith, that Where. envying and ſtrife i, there is confuſion, and all 
manner of evill workes, It is thought to have been one of the firſt ſins] 
of the devill. For what could moye him to. ſecke the overthrowof 
our firſt Parents Adamand Eve, but together with an hatred of God 
from whom himſelfe had fallen, an evill affeion towards them that 
ſtood entire in that gqod eſtate, which himſelfe had loſt, 247, the fa- 
vour of Ged, and true happineſl; > Now:this vice is injurious tO 
God, to the party envyed, to the enviers ſelfe, and tothe ſocictiesof 
mankinde. 2 F-r, 

Firſt ro God,towhom it will not grant the freedome of dif] poling 

$ 


— 


his owne gifts according to his owne good pleaſure. Envy againſt 
| him that excels us, carries with it by way of implication at lealt, and 
| ſometimes expreſly, blaming, condemning, muttering againſt him 
| that hath granted ro another what he hath denicd unto me. The 
 murmuared againſt the houſholder in the parable, that were troubled 
to {ce thoſe of theeleventh houre to have equall wages with them ar 
the firſt, 

Now what an audaciouſueſſe is this in the creatures, to ſet rules 
tothe Creator ? and to binde him, that he ſhall not ſhew himſclfe 
| more bountifull to another than ro ones ſelfe. Are not we diſcon- 
|tented, if one childe grudge becaule another hath a bigger or better 

thing than himſelfe > We cannorendure that our inferiours ſhould 
ſer lawes tous, and appotnt us what to give to others, what to them : 
| We mult know our ſelves to forget our ſelves much if we will pre- 
ſcribe to God, and it is nothing elſe but a very preſcribing to Gnd, 
when we take occaſion from his bounty tn repine, For if it bewell 
done, why are we vexed 2? It not, upon whom is the blame laid > 

Further, it is a wrong tothe party envyecd, for it is to meaſure ſuch 
meaſure to him, as we would not have meaſured troour ſelves by ano- 
'ther. Whodorth not blame another for vexing at his proſpericy, and 
for having a grudge againſt him becauſe God bath done him good >? 
' Would we not that all ſhould rather love us, rcſpe& us more, and 
\xejoycewithus > Therefore we doe injury to our neighbour, in do 
Ing what we would not have done to our felves : The envious wrong 
eth limſelfe both becauſe he doth vexe and cate out his owne heart 
tono purpoſe (ior neither ſhall another proſper lefſe, nor he more, 
becau'e of ſuch his inordinare diſtempers) as alſo becauſe he makes 
bimſelfe lie open to moſt grievous ſins of detraing, ſlandering. and 
practifing all injuries, yea, and murder at the laſt, He is inthe bigh 
way that will lead him co many fins, yea, to the ſhedding of inno 
cent blood, that entertaincth this diabolicall humour of envy.. And 
| he wrongeth the whole ſociety , becauſe he is diſtempered at that 
which maketh for the common good, even the diſtribution of Gods 
gifts differently as himſelfe ſees fir, and in thathe is broody of quar- 
\rels, which all hinder the common welfare of the places where they 
| be. Beſides, this is a fruit of pride and uncharitablent ſe, and muſt 
needs be hatefull ro God, who loves only the bumble and charita- 
'ble. Envy is a vice, unto the making of which many vices concurre: 
Ignorance, folly, pride, uncharitableneſſe, ſclf-love, and the like : It 
\avice which bringeth forth many other vices, contention, ſtrife, 

| (wellings, tumulcs, whiſperings, back-hirings, murders and all evil] 
'deeds. Therefore ler us finde ir our, and chaſe it away : You ſhall 
eaftly perceiverhat it is a weed which growes in our corrupt nature, 
| How ſoon doe children begin to thew it how doth it grow ſtronger 
| by continuance, increaſing in ſirengrh as the body increaſeth > yea, 
| bow'doth it live in old men too, and vexe them alſo that ſhould have 
| T1 more 
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more underſtanding 2? as experience (heweth, Indeed the elder can 
uſe more craft to hide it, but many times they have no more wiſdome 
to ſubdue it than the younger, 

I pray you finde it outeach one in himſclfe, and fight againſt ir, 
as one of the moſt loathſome fruits of the fleſh. And firive you to 
get ſucha meaſure of humility and cbarity, as may not alone pre. 
ſerve you from this vice, but make you rejoyce with them that re. 
joyce, and turne the proſperity of others into matter of gladneſle, 
even then when your ſelves want it : Happy 1s he that partakes in 
every mans happineſle, Ir is in a mans power to taſte ſome of the 
{weete of every mans eſtate, and toheale his wounds by a medicine 
made of comfortable rejoycing in their ſourdnefſe. Why ſhould 
we not make our ſelves merry at things, rathcr than ſad and diſcon. 
rented > If we were ſowiſe and godly as to ſecke and defire Gods 
glory as our maine end, then we ſhould rejoyce at all thoſe things 
which conduced to that end, and ſo doe the benefits beſtowed upon 
our brethren, as well as thoſe that our ſelves enjoy. Ifwee could bee 
| lovers of the common good, and defirers of the publike welfare, 
' why the benefits of others further that, and therefore ſhould alfo 
glad us. Mankinde was encreaſcd, the power of God in furniſhing 
the world demonſtrated by Leahs off. ſpring, as well as if Rachel had| 
conceived two, and ſhee two ; be we therefore lovers of Gods glory, 
and lovers of the common good, and we ſhall not be envious, This| 
vice ſometimes ſeckes a reaſon to hide its unreaſonablenefle, by 
conceiting that anothers having ſuch things hinders himſelfe, and} 
ſo it may fall outin ſomecaſes; as when two ſtand in competition} 
forthe ſame thing : but this is no wrong though it be a damage, and 
therefore ſhould not produce any grudge. For ſeeing bur one can 
have the thing, and he hath it; 1s it juſt robee offended with him, | 
that bath done no more to my ſelf, than I would have done to him? 
even preferred himſelfe before me : W herefore fee that you give] 
not place tothis wicked vice, but learne fo to love your neighbours 
as your ſelves, that you may rejoyce in their proſperity as inyour 
owne : But let us every man prepare bimſelfe ro meete with this 
fell monſter of envy, that if it encounter us, yet we may not bethruſt} 
into diſtempers by ir. It is not in any mans power to hinder the ma-| 
licious and malignant natures of other men from ſhewing it ſelfe; 
but to be quiet, milde, and patient towards him that envies a man, 
that his wiſdome and charity ſhould inable him to performe for is 
it not common to all good things, to come atrended with envy ? 
Was not Chriſt envied > Was not Pas! > Have not the beſt been? 
Yea, wee muſt endure envy even from our neareſt kindred, © The 
brother muſt bee prepared to ſuffer the envy of rhe brother, the 
ſiſter of the ſiſter, and muſt bee able to bold their ſpirits in 
ſuch order, that they may not lefſe love one that envies them, 
which yet is hard to love thoſe that uſe us ill. For by mn 
muc 
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much ervy proverh more 1mplacable than other kindes of grudges, 
by ſo much carnall reaſon will bid us to bee more apt unto it; 
but Gods Spirit frames men to a gentle carriage, Pray God to 
make you of ſuch a remper, that yon may bee able to ſhew 
kindneſſe even to him rhar envyies you, 

I come to another fault of Rache!s , ſhee was paſſionate and ſnap- | She w1s 
piſh rowards her husband 7Zacob, and in a fume ſhee quarrels |P*oParece” | 
with him for not having children, as if it were his fault that her | band 1acch. 

ſelfe was barren, | 
| Ir is a great fault in a wife to bee angry and finde faule with 
the husband without due cauſe, and to lay blame upon him 
when hee deſerveth it not, as did Sarah upon Abraham, It is 
contrary to the reverence, obedience, and love which they owe 
to their husbands : it is a meanes of eſtranging the husbands 
- |heart, by putting bim into frequent firs of anger. hb | 
You wives bee, ſorrowfull if you have in ſuch a caſe over-ſhor 
your ſelves, and now labour for ſo much diſcretion and meeke- 
neſſe of wiſdome that may preſerve your tongues from ſpeaking 
paſſionately and unadviſedly to thofe whom the Lord commands 
you to feare, What a fond ſpeech was Rachels ? Give me chilaven, 
Beware that anger doe not fill your mouthes with fooliſh words. 
And if this bee a fault in your Vives, good men, know it is a 
great fault in your ſelves, in whom more wiſdome is required. 
Nouriſh peace betwixt your ſelves, your yoake-fellows , and 
ſhunne avgry and brawling words , that breede ſuch a koare of 
'unkindnefſeas ſometimes runs forth into alienation, and perpetual! 
arring, 
i Bur Rachel was diſcontenred, ſo that ſhee would dic if thee 
had no children : ſhee doth not meane that ſhee would kill her 
| ſelfe. Wy 
| Wee muſt not put the worſt ſence, no not upon cholericke 
ſpeeches ; but ſhe meanerh that ſhee thought her ſelfe no ber. 
ter than dead , that ſhee ſhould not enjoy her lite, that itwould 
. doe her no good , that ſhee wiſhed her ſelfe rather dead rhan 
ſt 


[ 
| 


alive, This ſhee meaneth, and this is bad enough, O what a 
mixture of pride and folly is it, to wifh ones ſelfe dead for ſo 
ſmall croſſes as this , that one hath continued a little while 


barren ? 
- ' Good men have beene over-taken with ſuch cloudes of diſcon. 
TF tent as have made them deſire death, but to bee weary of life 
12 becauſe one hath not a childe, I meere not with ſuch impatiency 
be} any where, but in Rachel, 


| Take heed to your ſelves, that no croſſes, no not the greateſt, draw 
ſuch diſtempers into your mindes, as to make you weary of life , 
but be much more aſhamed ifa ſmall thing hath thus pur you our. 
[tis true, that many times this laviſh talke of VWould I were _—_ 
| Ii 2 rom 
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from the teeth alone, Ifdeath ſhould offer it ſelfe at that inſtane, 
they would finde ſome other imployment tor him,than to take them 
out of theworld, butto be ſo tull of diſcontent and vexation as to 
give vent to ſuch words, whether they ſeriouſly meane them or nor, 
is a proofe of a man that doth not weigh things rightly in his minge, 
Rachel had a good husband, ſhe bad likelihood of a good eltare, and 
now lived abundantly, ſhee had the love of her husband , (hee had 
health, What, and was not the fruition of all thele able to make 
life ſweet to her, but ſhe muſt die if ſhe had nota childe > Did wee 
not forget or dil eſteem the favours God hath ſhewed us , wee could 
never be put ſofar out of raſte as it were, that want of one benefir 
ſhould imbitter it ſelfe. Burt cnvy doth ſorot the bones, that nocaſe 
can be felt of him that hath ſuffercd that ſicknefle to breed and grow 
ſtrong in him; Yea, ſee bow all Hamens honour contenred him no- 
thing, ſolong as © Mordecas was an eye-fore to him, Pray God to 
keep you from ſuch diſordered paſhons, and greatly bewaile them. 
when you meet with them, 

[7m go But ſce another folly of Rachels. Shee brings ber maid ſervant to 
pep 20%: | her husband, and he muſt take her for his Concubine, to ſee if ſhee 
ro behis wife, | Might be made a kinde of foſter-mother by her. 

Fond Rachel! was not Leah nearer tothee than Bilhah ? Couldeſt 
thou not have eſteemed thy ſiſters childrenthine owne, as wellaschy 
bondmaids > Herewere two faults, 

Firſt, ſhe preſſed her husband toPolygamy; but that was a fault 
of meere ignorance, let it be paſſed by. 

The next was, that ſhe would feed her ſelfe with a fancy, thatthey 
ſhould be hcr children which Bi/hab ſhould beare, and not that Leh 
had borne, | 

Nature made Leah deare to ber, the bondwoman was of no ſuch 
kindred ; but ſhe forgets nature, and lers fancy over-rule, ſhee had 
taken ſuch a conceit againſt her ſiſter, that ſhe was deſirous any wo- 
man ſhould have children bytheir common husband, rather chan (he. 
Let us ſce ſuch follies in our ſelves, that fancy rules us againſt all 
reaſon, and thatwe ſometimes take ſuch a ſtirch and ſpleene againſt 
thoſe whom nature hath ryed to us, that ofall other we are lefle plea: | 
ſed with their proſperity, and moſt eſtranged from them. And let 
us beware that we doe nor diſcover ſuch ſencelefſe and abſurd im- 
preſſions o”minde. 

4. She makes And ſee ber folly yet further, when B:/haþ had Dan, then ſhee will 
G00 2P31"| needs make Godan approver of their folly, God hath judged : as if ſhe 
paſlions, | had great wrong before, and now God had righred it in giving bcra 
ſon : Why, ſhe might have accounted that God had given ber a 
ſon when Renbes or Indahwas borne, as well as Day ? Bur ſhee will 
needs make God partner with her fond paſſions. Wee are apt © 
wrong God -inmifinterpreting the acts of his providence, as, it bee 
thewed his love unto us in that wherein his Majeſty —_ 
uc 
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ſuch matter. What is ito judge 2 that ſhe ſhould ſay, God had 
jadged her. For my part I can ſee no ſence in her words, why 
this ſhould bee counted an a& of Gods judging. .No man had 
wronged her before , ſhe was never a whit better iow than before, 
no whit lefſe barren, Bur ſuch is our fooliſh ſelf-love , that wee 
will needs threape- kindnefſe upon God ſometimes beyond his 
lixing ; take heed of this fault, it is a fruit of an overmeane con 
ceit of God, when we will cauſe him tobe a ſervant to our luſts, and 
unreaſonable fancies, 

Bur after the ſecond childe ſhe is more fooliſh, and then ſhe tri» 
umphs, With wraſtlings of God have I wraſtled with my ſiſter, and T have 
prevailed : And fo the boyes name mult needs be Nephihali, She in- 
ſults over her ſiſter, as for a notable victory, becauſe the had won her 
busband fo far, as ro beget children of her handmaide. Why faith 
ſhe that (he tad wraſtled with her fifter > Did Leah hinder her from 
children 2: Was it becauſe of Z:cobs doting on Leah, that Rachel con- 
ceived not; 2: Sure the Holy Ghoſt rels us that his over-loving of her, 
aud deſpiſing of her filter cauſed God to humble her with bar- 
renneſſe, | | 

So fooliſh 1s a man, that he often triumphs in a thing as a great 


| matter, which 1s nothing art all, and thinkes he hath gotten a viory, 
when he hath rather gotten a blor, as we ſee here in Rachel. Letus 
\ moderate our joyes, and take hced of inſulting in a thing that hath 
ſhewed our folly, andelſe nothing advantaged us. 

Now another weakneſle is, that ſhe was ſo carneſtly defirous of 
Reubens Mandrakes. I conſent to them that thinke theſe Mandrakes 
tohave been nothing elſe but goodly flowers, which Revben, who was 
now ſome fix or ſeven yeares old, had gathered in the fields, or whe- 
ther they were ſome pleaſant fruit or nor, I cannot eel]; the word fig. 
nifies Lovelizeſſes, ſuch things as were lovely. Bur that Rachel had 
ſuchan appetite tothem, as ſhe muſt needs have ſome of them, ir 
ſhews that ſhe was awoman given too much to her fancy and appe- 
tite. If in caſe of breeding children, and weakneſſe of body, ſome 
diſtempers follow, it.is a miſery, but it wants not a ſpice of ſinne 
too, when by yeelding overmuch to the eye, a man is ſo enſla. 
ved to his eye, that he muſt have every fine thing he ſees. Rachel 
is the copy of a fond woman ; all you good women lee her follies to 
avoid them, 

But theworſt and laſt fault is, ſhe ſtole her Fathers Idols and con- 
cealed them with difſembling and falſe excuſes, Shee had beene 
wife to Tarob for twenty yeares ſpace, ſhe hadcalled upon God for 
achilde, and he had given her a ſon, ſhe had ſhewed ſome faith in 
bim, by calling the ſon 7oſeph, profeſſing ber hope of having yet 
another ſon, Either we muſt throw an imputation of great care- 
leſnefſe upon 7acob if hee taught her not the true: God, and his 
true worſhip, or elſe upon her-, that after ſo long time of 
| 15 WE teaching 
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teaching bad nor gotten ber our of thoſe Idolatrous fancies, bur 
muſt even fteale away with her her Fathers Idols, it was not done 
out of deteſtation of Idolatry, to free her Fathers houſe from them, 
that ſhe might have done without the trouble of carrying them ſo 
far, ſhe might bave burnt them, & otherwiſe deſtroyed them ſure 
enough : but I conceive ſhe did it out of a ſuperſtitious conceit of 
ſome goodneſſe in the gods, or in thoſe pifures of gods, The word 
ſignifies /mages of men, and they were belike little Images, cle ſhee 
could not have conveighed them ſo quickly, and fo ſecretly, but thar 
they would bave been knowne, It is much adoe to weare ſuperſtiti. 
on out of the heart of one that hath been ſuperſtitiouſly broughe up, 
This rs the firſt place that I remember in which rheſe Idols are 
mentioned, but Rachel had ſo drunke in the opinion of their being (a. 
cred, that ſhe could not lay it aſide. It is no cafie matter to leaye 
ſach falſhoods in points of religion, as have prevailed in the places, 
and among the perſons with whom ones ſelfe was trained up. Wee 
ſhould blefſe God that hath granted us education in the truere. 
ligion, | 
And ſecondly, we muſt even pitty them, that have been ſuperfli- 
tiouſly educated. They may have ſome good thing in them,though 
they cannot ſhake off thoſe miſconceits, but hanker roo much after 
their Images. I would be loath roſay, and I thinke ſowould any of| 
you. that Rachel had no true piety in ber, becauſe ſhe ſtood ſo affeed 
to the Idols of her Father. But let us rather thinke that [cob had 


ſmell of that falſhaod wherewith ſhe was firſt ſeaſoned, would not 
forſake the veſſell : and let us firive tobring our children rather into 
a dereſtation of ſuch graven Images, for ſure the Lord can ſpeakeof 
nothing more contemptibly, And Images made now to repreſent 
the true God, muſt needs be as loathſome as Aarons and [troboums 
Calves, which were intended to repreſent the twe God, and nota| 
falſe. But ſhe uſed difſembling, and coſenage to cover her fa, as 
the Story tells, hiding them in the Came]s litter, and then ſitting” 
upon them, and craving pardon of her Father for not riſing up to 
him, pretending, ris cuſtome.of women was upon her ; whe- 
ther this were true or nor, yer (he diſſembled, for that was not the 
cauſe of her not riſing, bur alone the care ſhe had to keepe the Idols} 
ſecret, cle ſhe would bave riſen 'well enough. You ſee that com- 
mitting ofevill drawes men on tomnre ſin, ro hide and concealethat 
which they have already committed, as it did-7aceb, and: David, and 
others, becauſe feare of ſhame or danger diſturberh che minde, and 
turneth away the thoughts from conſidering the miſchief of ſioning, 
Therefore ler us all rake heed of enrring into the path of evill, for if 
we be onee in, no man can tell what lying, difſembling, and other | 
evils the devill will drawus into by meancs of that fin.” He intangles 


himſelfe as a ſheepeinthe bryers, that run into any —" 
u 
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tull fin, and he can hardly come off with one wound alone. And if 
you have thus covered finwith fin, bewaile it as a great fault, but 
yet take heart to repent, and turne to God for favour, for itis nonew 
thing with God to forgive ſuch treſpaſſes, only doe not embolden 
your ſelves of purpoſe ro ſin, becauſe you know how to conceale it, 
and hope to keepe it cloſe, for then ſhall the ſame become a pre- 
ſumptuous ſin,and ſo much more hardly pardoned. 

I have ſhewed you Rachels faults, Her good deeds be but few, yer 
ſome : 

Firſt, ſhe was one of her Fathers ſheep. keepers, and did not dif- 
daine todrive them to the water, at leaſt when the Shepheards were 
otherwiſe imployed, So it is a commendable thing in a young 
maide, to be ready totake paines, and doe ſervice in domeſtical! bu. 
fincſles, ſuch as accord to her Fathers ſtate. Bur an idle, coy, finiſh 
maideis ſomuch ehe more diſdained of wiſe perfons, by how much 
ſhe doth more diſdaine labour in any profitable buſineſſe for which 
God did make men. 

Further, Rachel at laſt ſaw God in her barrenneſſe, and fell to pray- 
er; for it is ſaid, God bearkened to her, and opened her wombe, This gives 
us ſome hope that ſhe was humbled, and ſought God,which is good 
inour wants of any good thing, by it tobe drawne to God in fervent 
prayers, Then be they graciouſly ſapplyed, when onr need of them 
makes us ſupplicate to his bounty : Rachel gor nothing by chafing, 


is not opened; but when ſhe remembred God, God remembred her , 
and when ſhe prayed, he hearkened and gave her a ſon. Lerus in all 
our neceſſities make all the haſt we can to this remedy, comfort and 
deliverance will never come halfe ſo happily by other meanes with- 
our rhis, They be our prayers that muſt ſanRifie orher meanes, and 
procure Gods co-operation with them for our good ſucceſſe, 7acob 
was Rachels husband before, but prayer had not made her fruirfall till 
now. God is the ruler of all things, learne tocall upon him and truſt 
inhim, Hecanremove any croſle, as well as barrenneſſe, 

Againe, it was a good thing in her to defire children, and when 
ſhe had one, to ſee God, and blefſe him, and ſay, God bath taken away 
my reproach, When we have gotten things by prayer, we muſt alſo 
ſce God inthem, and give him thankes, yea ſhe ſaith, God will give 
me yet another ſon, the thankfull receiving of one benefit, may aſſure 
us of another, God will adde to mercies, if we take notice of his good. 
nefſe after'we have called upon him in hearing our requeſt. Every 
benefit gotren by prayer, may and ſhould be called a 7oſeph. 

Another good thing was, that her cavy to ber fiſterdid not ſo pre- 
vailewith her, butthar ſhe would aske her for her ſons Mandrakes. 

Though the humour ofenvy was ſharpe in her, yer it may ſceme 
tO have waxed a little milder after a while, and ſhe could borh re- 


hat a kindneflſe from her, and returne a kindneſſe to her. Ler us 


.... looke 


envying, Or giving her maide to ker husband, all rhat time the womb 
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Her vertucs. 


1. She w:$s one 
ot h-r Fathers 
ſhe« p-kcepers. 


2. Shee ſaw 
God in her 
barrenncſſc 
atlaſt,and fel] 
to praycr. 


3, She deſircd 
children, and 
when ſhe had 
one, bleſſed 
God for him, 


4. She reque- 
ſtcd a kindneſs 
from her ſiſter 
(for all her en» 
vy) and retur» 
ned a kindneſs. 
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2, H:r chil- 
drens carriage 
was iIL 


Her bencfirs, 
healrh,ftreg:h 
maintenance, 
beaury,and 
her husbands 
love,her pray- 
crs were 
heard, her 
fault hidden, 
Her death, ſhe 
dycd in child- 
'bed. 
Objc&ed, 


and tooke ir heavily, calling her ſon, The ſox of her ſorrows, whom at- 


looke that envy doe not continue 1n its height, ſo as ſometimes it 
doth, to make us grow bitter enemies. And ſhe did well ingrantin 
ro Lacobs motion to returne into Canaan, for a wife is to forſake Fa- 
ther, and Motber, and cleave to her husband. Shee ſhall doe farre 
amiſſe that prefers not her busband before her Parents, and goes nor 
with him rather than tarries with them, 

So you have what 1s good and bad in her, now looke upon her 
croſſes; wecan finde but few, and onewhich at laſt roo was remo. 
ved, ſhe was barren : This barrenneſle God ſent of purpoſe to keepe 
her downe, becauſe ſhe ſhould not roo much ſleight her fiſter, bur 
ſhe made this a great croffe, though it be no great one in it ſelfe, 
you ſee that barrenneſſe is a croſſe, and to ſome people a great croſſe, 
becauſe of their earneſt defire of iſſue on ſome or other conſiderati- 
on. But it is necdfull that God rame and bumble us with ſome or 
other croſſes, andeither make them great, or make uſe of our folly to 
our further bumbling, by giving us ovcr to our ſelves, to make them 
great thatelſewould not be ſo, Wee muſt pray God to ſanQifie 
croſſes, and then we ſhall never repent of them whenthey be paſt : 
many a man hath repented for other things, but ſanQifed croſſes 
were never yet bewalled afterwards, Perhaps one may eſteeme ita 
croſſe that ſhe was faine to leave her Fathers houſe, but indeed that 
was a benefit, for by that meanes ſhe was quite (we hope) freed from 
the Idolatry of her Fathers houſe, from which, ſo long as ſhe lived 
there, ſhe was not quite purged. ,. 

Bur her croſſes that ſhe felt with her husband in reſpeR of her 
childrens ill carriage were heavy; for a good woman cannot bee 
ſenceleſlſe of her husbands ſorrows, only death (hut up her eyes from 
beholding that crofſe which in, likelihood would have killed her 
quire, ſeeing ir went {ſo neare to /acob ; ſhe was dead afore 7oſephwas 
takcn away from them, 

But her benefits were common benefits of health, ſtrength, main. 
tenance, and the like, and ſhe had beauty, and her husbands love, 
and after her prayers were heard, anda ſon given her, and it pleaſed 
God to hide her fault which ſhe committed in ſtealing her Fathers 
Idols, whick if it had come to light, would have much provoked het 
Fathers anger, and her busbands, We muſt obſerve even ſuch mer- 
cies, to be thankfull ro God that hath not dealt with us afeerour 
fins, And wee hope that ſhee was a godly woman too, becauſe ſhee 
prayedto God; and it is ſaid, God remembred herand heard her : 
but her death was an heavy death, ſhe dyed in childbed, or in travell, 


ter Tacob called The ſor of his right hand; Women with childe ſhould 
cven prepare for death, they paſſe through the danger of it, And me 
thinkes, notwithſtanding whatſoever hath been to the contrary, de- 
livering out of childbed-perils is a mercy that may well be acknow- 
[edged with a publique and ſolemne giving of thankes, and a _ 
e 
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The equity of Llewiſh ceremonies remaining, though the ceremonies 

be aboliſhed,and though there be no legall uncleanneſſe, yet there is 

arcall danger eſcaped, and areall benefit attained , and that ſhould 

(me thinks) crave anacknowledgement, 

It you would learne,that all things are pure unto the pure, you 

wou'd rot bee hindred from fo good a ſervice by any ſcruple or 

abule, 

But I am aſraid niggardlinefſe hath as great a hand in breaking of 
{uch teaſts,as any thing elſe, Whether you feaſt ornor,be it at your 
choiie ; but mee thinks,againel repeat ir, ſafe eſcaping the d+nger 
that rooke away Rachel, may well call for even a publicke and thank- 
tull acknowledgement, 

So much of Rachel,whom we leave by her husband ſolemnly inter- 
red uaner a monumenterect-d upon her grave, which kept her name 
up long, and occationed the calling of all the mothers dwelling 
thereaLouts by her name, When it is ſaid, Rachel weeping for her chil- 
dren,becanſe they were not, 

Now of Leah,ſhe was a wife of 1acobs,the firſt he had given,though 


Of her vertues we have not much noted ; but ſhe ſhewed her ſclfe 
patient and loving to her husband, ſomewhat quiet to her envious 
ſiſter, and thankfull ro God for her children , though her husband 
loved her leffe than was meet, yet we read of no brawles cither with 
him or her ſiſter, She entertained him very lovingly when he came 
home from ficld,and ſhe had hired him of her ſiſter. She conſented 
alſo rogoe with him into Canaan, ſhe was deſirous of children, and 
had many ; but a fault or two ſhe ſhipped in. 

Firſt, the went to bed to her ſiſters husband at her fathers perſua- 
fion,which (he ought not to have done, In him that thought ſhe was 
Rachel,there was no finnezin her that knew ſhe was not Rache!,it was a 
orcat faulr, bur excuſed by the fathers authority , but ſhe wronged 
Iacob much,and made her owne life full of affliction. 

Another little fault ſhehad, ſhee ſeemed a little roo unkind to her 
ſiter,in not being willing to imparc ſome of her ſonnes mandrakes ; 
buc-often unkindneſſes and wrongs breed ſuch an eſtrangement be- 
ewixtthem, who arc otherwiſe neerly joyned, as thar they flicke at 
ſmall currefies. We muſt take heed it doe not ſowith us ; but Leah 
had a little anger with her, ſhe could upbraid her {ifer with an 10ju- 
ry,when ſhe came for acurreſfie, 

O that ſhe had nor too many followers in this weaknefle ! 
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Her faults. 
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at her Fathers 
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2. She was a 
l:;telc roc uns 


| kinde to hcr 


liſte, 


Her benefits were theſe, ſhe had a good husband and many chil- 


_— 


I t——_ — — _— 


w—_— 
« 


Her benchits. 
Six had a 


dren,and was matchrt into the Church,and we hope went to Heaven, | qu, 
for her carriage inreſpe& of her children ſhews ſome goodneſſe. In: | 
dee! he was faulty in imitating her ſiſter, and giving Zi/pah to Zacob, | 
much more faulty in thinking rhat God gave her the next ſonne for | che Church, 
2 reward cf that faulr, But ſo weakewe are,and ignorant of fin fom- 

r1mes, 


many chal- 
dren,and was 
matched into 


| and went to 
hcavycn, 
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times, that we verily chinke God is pleaſed with our fins,and recom... 
penccth chem with benefits. | | 

And for her croſſes, they were, want of her husbands love and 
comfortable cohabitation, and all che miſcries ſhee underwent with | 
her husband beſides, her Father was ſomething unkinde, as it may | 
ſeeme, for ſhe ſaith, He countedthem ſtrangers ;and ſhe allo had an im. 
perfe&ion in her viſage, for ſhe was bleare-eyed. I hope youwill all 
learne to imitate Her vertues, flic her fins, be thankfull for the like | 
metrcies, and paticnt under the like croſſes, and then you ſhall not be 
loſers of time by hearing her ſtory. . | 

Now the two bandmaidens, Zilpah and Bilhah, | 

Zilpah hath nothing ſaid of her, but that Shce bare Tacob two chil. 
dren, Gad and Aſher.{o called of Leah,that would needs imitate her fi- 
ſters weakneſle, and call them hers, | 

Bilhdh is taxed of a grievous fin, ſhe ſuffered her ſelfe to be polly. | 
ted with inceſt by Tacobs firſt borne. If he offered her violence, or ſur. 
prized her by any device,it was his fault,not hers, but it is not likely 
to have been ſo, becauſe God doth not report it ſo, For God would 
rot wrong any in reporting their ats to the worſt, bur if there had 
been any excuſe of her'faulr, the Lord would have done her right in 
rchearſiog it, he ſhould notelſedoe the office of a good writer of a 
Story. O letall women take heed of adultcry,and chiefly of inceſtu» 
ous adultcries with their husbands ſon in law, or brothers, or a like 
neareof blood,where the offence is made much more heinous by that 
aggravation: and if any have committed any ſuch crime, let the men. 
tioning of it in this woman bring it to their remembrance, and pro. 
voke them torepentance,that they may not have ſo fearefull a crime. 
to anſwer forupon their fick-bed inthe boure of death. Likely ſuch 
grofle crimes will cry out then, if they have been ſmothered before, 
but a conſcience purged from them by fincere repentance performed 
in health, may enjoy quiet and peace in death, notwithſtanding the 
rernembrance of them, For a finrepented of ſhall be pardoned, ad 
a pardoned debt cannot hurtat all, not ſo much as terrifie, if the par- 
don of it be knowne, But ſomething there was in it, that God ſawir| 
fir to have his Church ſtored with the ſeed of bond- women, (fortwo 
of Tacobs wives were ſuch)becauſe he would have us know, that hee 
doth not much ſand upon nobility, and being free borne, and the 
like, Onethird part of his people Iſrael were ſeed of bond-women. 
Though he would not let Hagars ſeed inherite, yet thatwas not be- 
cauſe he did lnoke to her condition, but that he might figuratively 
ſet forth his averſneſſe from them, that will needs be in bondage un- 
der the Law, when the Goſpell brings them liberty , and therefore 
now he doth equally take into the Church, Dan and Nephrhali, Gad 
and Aſher, as well as Reuben, and Levi, Simeon, and Iudah, Theſe 
carthly conſiderations vary nothing with God, nor is the one any 
more acccptable with him than the other, Let not thoſe which en- 
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joy the priviledges of this world in theſe matrers, fleight or deſpiſe 
ſuch as want them; and let not thoſe that are meanlier borne, tron. 
ble chemſelves at that depreſſion, Spirituall priviledges may belong 
tothoſe that are of no reckoning in the world, and thoſe that are of 
high eſteeme in it may be deprived of them. The Tribes that came 
of the bond-woman were adraitted into the poſſeſſion of Canaan, 
and tothe fellowſhip of the Tabernacle as well as the reſt. Ir 
were a miſery indeed to be outwardly mean, if that would 
impeach our ſpirituall eſtate, but ſeeing no ſuch 
thing will follow, let us ſhew our high 
eſteeme of the ſoul abovethe 
body, by not regarding 
the things of the bo. 
dy, ſo that the 


ſoul be wel. 
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>S)E have ſpoken of Jacobs ſelfe, and of his Wives , 

” now Iwillgoe on to ſpeake of his Vaocle, and 

> ſoofhis Children. His Vncle and Father in law 

was One Laban of Padan Aram,ofwhoſe birth and 

\ VAſte'f death the Scripture takes no notice atall : and in- 

a) N deed itis ſcarce worth the while to mention the 

C EV'Ea SE birth and death of wicked men. It is no great 

matter, when they were borne, or when they died, ſeeing both their 

comming into the world, and their departure out of it do periſh, for 

they come to nothing, and both come in and goout as it were in an 
evill time, 

But we have ſomething to ſay of his parentage and life, For his 
Parentage, we learne, Gen.22.26,and 24.29. that hewas the ſonne of 
one Bethael , who was the ſonne of Nachor the brother of Abrabamn, 
whodid nor leave his Countrey and Fathers houſe with _1breharw, 
when he travelled at Gods Commandement into the land of Ca. 


baan, butabode ftill in Padav Aram, the land of his Nativity, and | 
there continued to follow ſtrange gods , and commir Idolatry 1 
Kk 


ee 


Labax, 


ſaith nothing 
of his bicth or 


death, 


His Parentage 
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His civill yer- 
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1. Hc vouchs 
ſafe curte- 

ous entertain» 
ment unto 


Eliexer. 


| | good and loving words , and provided and miniftred to him all 
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of which all the world, and by name the countrey was then full, 
So hee was the Idolatrous fon of an Idolatrous Father, and | 
Grandfather, which did as moſt men doe, rake up the religion 
of his forefathers without more adoe , not looking whether hee 
ſerved God aright, but counted ir ſufficient to ſerve God as his 
Progenitors had done before , not at all confidering whether i; 
were the true God or the falſe whom they ſerved, or whether itwere 
trucor falſe worſhip which they performed. | 

"Now in his life wee muſt confider his deeds, good and bad, and 
the things that befell him good and bad, 

Firſt then, for his good deeds, for even a bad man may have ſome 
civill vertues found in his life , out of a common worke of Gods 
Spirit, who will not ſuffer men tobe ſo farre over-runne with vices, 
but that for the preſervation of humane ſocieties , they ſhall haye 
ſome ſhadows of vertues ſeene in them, | 

_ good deeds of his looke partly to men , and partly to 
God. 4 8 
His good Jeeds to meti-ward, are firſt, to Abrahams ſervant. 

Secondly, to Rebekkab his fifter. 

* Thirdly, to 7acob his kinſman. 

Fourthly, ro his Daughters and Grandchildren. 

Firſt, letus conſider his carriage to Abrahams ſervant Eliexer of 
Damaſcus, whowas ſcout by his maſter 4b14bam, to fetch a wile 
for his ſon Iſaac out of Padan Aram, becauſe he would not match hin 
with the curſed ſeed of rhe Canaanires, 

The firſt thing commendable in him is, that hee vouchſafeth 
curtenus entertainment unto him ; for when the ſervant meeting 
with Rebekkah had found great kindnefle from her in watering his 
Camels, as well as giving hbimſclfe drinke out of her pitcher , and 
that hee had rewarded her with precious gifts , Ger. 24. 22. viz, 
with a golden) care-ring of halfe a ſhekel weigbr , and two golden 
bracelets of ten ſhekels weight for her hands; and that ſhee had 
invited him to her Fathers houſe, and comming home had told 
Laban her brother of the man, who hee was, and what hce had be- 
ſtowed upon her : preſently Laban goes forth to the man, ver. 21.| 
and invites him tothe houſe with very kinde words, ſaying, Come is 
thou bleſſed of the Lord, wherefore flandeſt thes without ? for I havepre 
pared the houſe and roomefor thy Camels : and ſo bringing him home, they 
ungirdedthe Camels, and hee gave him ſtraw and provender for thim, 
and waier to waſh his feete, and the fecte of thoſe that were with him, and 
then ſet meate before him , that hee might cate, | 17 

Loe here, an example of curteous hoſpitality, hee gave bim 


ehings neceſſary for his cattell, and companions, and himſelfe., 

| Thus ſhould men uſe kinde and liberall hoſpitality cowards 
ſuch friends as upon occaſion doe repaire unto their houſes, = 
this 
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1515 a kinde of vertue which may bee found in men that are de. 
ſtitute of all rryc grace and piety. For even nature it ſelfe teacheth 
men to ſhew love and bumanity to men that are of the ſame nature 
with themſelves , becauſe they looke to finde the like gentleneſſe 
themſelves from others upon like occaſions. 

Here is one thing in Laban worthy praiſe and imitation : another 
is, that hee gives him an honeſt and good anſwer when hee had de- 
clared unto them his errand, For the man refuſing to eate- till hee 
had related his buſinefſe unto them, being very faithfull ro his ma- 
ſer, anddiligentin the matter committed to his traſt, up and told 
them all that had fallen out , why bee came thither, and how bee 
bad by a ſpeciall providence of God met with Rebckkah ar the fonn- 
taive of water , requeſted to know their minde, and what hee muſt 
truſt unto in this matter : and from Bethuel the majdes Father , and 
Leban'of whom wee are ſpeaking, her Brother, hee received this 
juſt and di'crecte anſwer , That the thing proceeded from God , and 
they were.able to ſayneither good mor bad umo him : that ts, not to croſle 
his motion by any allegation ore way or other; concluding, that 
Rebekkeh was betorc him , and that hee might with their good con- 
ſeat takt her and goe , that ſhee might bee his Maſters fons wife, 
as God had ſpoken, ver. 50, 51.0fthe ſame Chapter. 

In this paſſage you ſee a great deale of honeſt plainneſſe ; ſeeing 
God had dire&ed him by his ſpeciall hand to this maiden, they 
would bee no hinderance ungo him, but would give their willing 
conſent to the marriage. ET ds 

Itis4 good thing for men to conſent unto honeſt and good mo- 
tions; chiefly when they ſee God himſelfe by. his good- providence 
going before them, and as ir were, leading the way unto them. 

A third good thing in Laban was, that hee doth ſpeedily dif- 
miſſe theman, and hindered nor his preſent returne unto his Ma- 
ſter, witha wife for his ſon. For ſo it is written ver, 59. that when 
heerifing betimes in the morning was earneſt to returne that very 
day , and that they at firſt required ren dayes ſtay for Rebekkah , but 
hcerequeſting them not ro hinder his expedition, ſeeing Ged had 
proſpered him ; they called the Damſell and asked her conſent, 
vis, Whether ſhee was willing ro goe with the man ? and finding 
her very forward, they ſenther away without further liogring. 

Itisa,good thing, when wee have entertained any one 18 our 
houſe, and his defire is as his occaſions ſhall require to make haſte 
home, to furtherhimby all meanes, and not to ſtop his proceed- 
ings with delayes. For many times ſach deferring proves very un- 
pleaſing , and ſometimes dangerous to the party to whom wee 
would ſeeme to ſhew love and good will , as wee ſee it did in caſe 
of the Levite, whoſe Father'in Laws importuvity cauſed him to 
tay aday or two beyond his deſire, in the later end of the Story 
” ladees, 
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Thus hath LZabans carriage beene good to this ſervant of 4br,. 
hams, We muſt follow the goodnefle of all men, even Idolaters and 
Heathens, 

Now conſider how hee bebaved himſelfe to bis fiſter, ro whom 
hediſcavers good affetion, and love by a curteous diſmiſſing of 
her, wer. 60, They bleſſed her and ſaid, thou art our ſiſter, bee thog 
the mother of thouſands, of millions , and let thy ſeed poſſeſſe the gates » 
them which hate them : that is, prevaile mightily againſt all their 
enemies, and conquer them” it they have juſt cauſe ro contend 
with them. Brethren ſhould wiſh all proſperity and welfare to 


even that they may grow ſtrong and mighty in the world, for 
carnall men having bur a carnall minde and affeRion , can 
wiſh no better bur carnall benefits unto their friends and kin. 
dred , and theſe they ought ro wiſh heartily, and to procure al. 
ſo, ſo faras opportunity ſhall be offered. 

But now it i5 time that we ſhew Labans good cartiage to Iacob, the 
ſon of this his ſiſter a long time after. 

Firſt, hee doth lovingly entertaine bim alſo when hee came unto 
bim bur even in a poore and naked faſhion, nothing fo richly pro. 
vided nor attended as. the forenamed ſervant was in the former 
narration. 'Jaceb came all alone, and with nothing almoſt but 
his ſtaffe in bis band , but yer when hee had faithfully report 
cd to him both who hee was, ang what occaſion drove him 
in ſuch manner out of his Fathers houſe, hee receiverth him with 
all curteſie. For it is noted, Ger, 29. 12, 13, 14. Thatwhen Rs 
chel had heaxd of Tacobs mouth. who he was, and had acquainted 
her Father with his comming, hee hearing this tidings of his 6. 
ſters ſonne, ranne to meete him, and embraced him , and kiſſed 
him, and brought him to his houſe, and when Iacob had certified 
him of his matters, hee anſwered him lovingly, ſaying , wy 
theu art my bone and my fleſh, that is , bee nor troubled for 
things, I acknowledge thee to bee my Kinſman, and I will carry 
my ſelfe rowards thee accordingly. 

Loe, how a man voide of true religion, may yet have good ne- 
turall affe&tion to his kinſman, and that though he finde him in 
ſomewhat a poore caſe , and deſtitute of things needfull. And 
doubtleſſe it 1s a vertue, and deſerveth praiſe, to ſtand ſo diſpo- 
ſed unto ones kinſmen or kinſwomen, that are as Zaban could ay, 
Our bone and fleſh. 

Neareneſle of blood requires ſome ſpeciall love and reſpe&to 
thoſe ro whom nature hath ſo nearely united to us. Every man 
promiſeth himſelfe kindnefſe from ſuch perſons, and therefore the 
common phraſc of the world hath entitled them friends by a kinde 


of cxcellency, becauſe they ſhould be forward to performe all loving 
and friendly offices, 
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Another vertue in Labas is, that of his owne accord hee doth 
offer wages or recompence unto him for his worke, for percelving 
h:m to be of an indultrious diſpoſition, that knew not how to paſſe 
his time idlely, though in a ſtrange place , and withall, skilfull and 
underſtancing in matters of ſuch narure as Zabans calling ftood up. 
on, viz, in Catrell, hee ſayes thus unto him , ver, 15. Becauſe 
thou art my brother , that 1s, kinſman, Shouldeſt thou ſerve mee for 
nought ? thatis, thatwere an unreaſonable thing indecd, and there. 
{ore tell me, what ſhall chy wages be, 
| Loe,hewould not deale (o unju{tly with his kinſman, as to take 
his labour and ſervice for nothing , but is willing to give him ſuch 
| convenient fatisfaCtion as he ſhould demand, 
| This is ſuch a point of righteouſnefle and equity , as even 
nature it ſelfe doth teach, and a mecre naturall man , not too 
much over. ren with worldlineſſe of minde, may praQiſe towards 
others, For ſeeing cvery man muſt make himſelfe the meaſure 
; of his dcaling with his neighbour, and that it cannot but ſeeme 
| unrighteous to any man, if he bee driven to worke for nothing , 
ſurely be cannot but conclude, that himſelfe alſo is bound to re- 
compence the labour and ſervice of another. And this juſtice 
was ſo well knowne to Laban, and hee had ſo much goodneſle re- 
maining in him afterwards too, that hee continues to exerciſe it 
after 7acob had finiſhed his fourteene yeares ſervice, and was now 
to make a new bargaine, as you ſhall reade Chap. 3o. ver. 25.and 35. 
For when 7acob requeſted his good will ro returne home, becaule hee 
knew how faithfully hee had ſerved , hee acknowledges his pain- 
fulnefſe, and truſtineſſe, and his good ſucceffe too, and there- 
fore requeſts him to tarry with him, and makes him this offer, 
ſaying, Appoint mee thy wages and I will give it , and when 7acob 
made a reaſonable motion, (that for the clearing of his inno- 
cency, and preventing of all miſtakings , hee might have for 
| bis wages the ſpeckled. and ſpotted amongſt the Goates , and 
;the browne amongſt the Sheepe , that ſhould after bee yeaned 
| hee meaneth) he agrees to the condition, and ſo Tacob was wil- 
| ling to ſerve himon theſe termes. Here you ſee juſtice in Laban, 
hee is willing to give his ſervant due wages for his worke. This 
point of equity is written in nature, and little goodnefſe is left in 
him that doth not know and follow it. 

Soyou have Labars juſt dealing with cob. 

Now looke intoa third thing commendable in him, and that is, 
when 7acob offers to ſerve him ſeven yeares for his younger daugh- 


[ter Rachel, Chap, 29.wver.18,19. He conſents to the motion, ſay- 


ing, 1t ts better that I give ber to thee than to another man , and ſo 
| bids him abide with him : that is , I will give her thee on this 
condition, and not only ſo, bur hee puts upon him the elder 
daughter, and ſo makes him his ſon in Law in both of them, 
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That which was faulty in this paſſage, we ſhall ſpeake of anon, 
when we come to mention his faults ; but this was a good thing 
in him, thathe liked ſowell of 7acobs carriage , that be was willing 
to beſtow his daughters upon him. 

It is a matter both of prudence and honeſty too , to like ſo well 
of the vertue and good qualitics of an honeſt and good man, asto 
be willing for theſe things lake ( other matters not too too much 
gain-faying) to make choiceof him for a ſon in Law. 

The qualities of a man are principally to bee regarded in the 
choice of a ſonne in Law, and yet hee is not truly diſcreere and 
wiſe, that doth not looke unto this thing in the choice of an 
husband for his daughter, A perſon-paintull, diligent, thrifty, 
and of good cariiage, and ſvficiencics is rather to bee taken, 
than one deſtitute of theſe qualities, though hee bee farre more 
high and rich. 

It is the husbapds ſelfe that will make the Waves life either 
moſt miſerable or moſt happy : and Laban did well in making 
ſuch a choice, and never ſhall he repent the match that findeth 
theſe things in bim with whom hee matcherh , but without 
theſe things in the perſon, the ſtate. and quality of the man in 
ocher reſpe&ts cannot hinder , but that a little time will make 
both Father and daughter roo , unwiſh the bargaine they have 
mace, 

Now let us ſce what was good in Labar, in the very cloze of 
all with 7acob, as you have it Chap. 31. 44. 44 finem, He layesby 
all anger and diſcontent, and conſidering the nearencſſe that waz 
berwixt them , hee made the morion of entring inte covenant 
with 7«ce6, ahd ſo they ſolemaly ratifie the covenant, by ſetting 
up an heape of ſtones, and feaſting upon the heape, and cating 
and drinking lovingly and chearefully together, and by a ſo 
lemne oath each to other, 

It is a good thing to ſwallow downe all jarres and differences 
that fall out betwixt ones ſeife and his friends and neighbours, 
and to part lovingly and curteouſly cach from other in peace and 
concord , not in diſcontents and heart-burnings. Surely quar- 
rels would not bee hcld up long betwixt kinſmen and allyes 
ſpecially, but chough they have met in a kinde of heate, and 
anger, and jealouſie one of another , yer they ſhould cauſe all 
theſe things to depart from them , and bee friends before they 
depart one from another. 

Peace is a comfortable thing, and it is a praiſe-worthy thing 
to ſpeake the firſt word of agreement. 

And ſo much for Lebans carriage to Taceb, 

Now to his daughters and grandchildren hee ſhewes himſelfe 
alſo loving and kinde, both raking care for them , and even 
binding Jacob by covenant to uſe them well, wer.q9. arp 

| alſo 
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|alſo kiſſing them, and blefling them at the time of parting. A 
| Father ſhould bee carctull of his childrens welfare, even when 
| bee hath placed them forth into other families, and ſhould 
' thew all curteſie and love unto them when hee parts with them, 
' hee ſhould get good husbands for his daughters, fo farre as hee 
panel, and uſe all good meanes to make them live lovingly to. 
gether, Laban did both theſe offices ro his daughters, and every 
' Parent ſhould attaine at leaſt ſo much goodneſſe as a Labas, 

Bur ove thing more wee note in Laber, and that is, hee in- 
vited the neighbours , and made a feaſt at che marriage of his 
| daughrers, Chap. 29.ver. 22, A wedding feaſt is not indeed ab. 
| ſolutely neceſſary, but it is of commendable uſe , fo that cx- 
cefſe and diſorders bee avoided , and unlefle juſt cauſe bec tothe 
contrary , it hath a ſmacke of niggardlineſſe ro negle@ ir, A 
man ſhould doe well tp ſhew love to his neighbours, and to be 
willing ro embrace fit opportunities of inviting and feaſting 
them; only till ſo, that immoderateneſle of all forts be avoid- 
'&d, and rhat a man keepe himſelfe within the compaſle of his 
place and meanes , and atte&t nor vaine-glorious ſuperfluity in 
tealting. 

And ſo much for LZabans goodneſſe to man-ward , now. to 
God-ward ſomething, is good in him, 
| Firft, that hce tooke notice of Gods bleſſing to bee the cauſe 
of his proſperity by 7acobs labours , as you reade Gen. 3o. 27. 
I have learned by experience , that God hath bleſſed mee for thy ſake, 
Swrely it is a good thing to put ones ſelfe in minde that Gods 
' bleſiing makes rich , yea, and to obſerve how his blefling attends 
his faicthfull people roo in the labours of their hands. LZabar 
aſcribes his riches to the bleſſing of God following 7acob. 

It is a good thing to have ones eyes ſo farre opened towards 
God , and to marke by experience his favourable proceeding 
towards his faithfull ſervants , as it ſeemes alſo 7oſephs maſter 
did, and it is ſure Pharaoh did when he was his ſervant, and 
 Nebuchadnttay towards Danic! and the three children , as alſo 
|Darics in his time. 
| Againe, when God met LZaban by the way and commanded 
| him to ſpeake to Iacob neither good nor bad (that is , not to 
binder his journey either by faire meanes or foule ) hee both 
acknowledgeth it, wer. 29. and accordingly obeyes it , for hee 
diſmiſſeth him peaceably, and ſtops him not in his courſe home- 
wards , though as hee ſaith, it was in his power to have done 
Otherwiſe, 
| This is to bee praiſed in him, that what God forbad him , 

hee forbeares, though bee ſaw otherwiſe no danger in it. Cer- 

tainly the duty of a man is to abſtaine from what God prohibi. 

teth, though hee have never ſo much both power , ——_— 
an 
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(and opportunity ro doe it, Wee ovght (> to feare God, as not 
|to provoke him, ſo to love God as not to offend him , and ſo 
[to acknowledge our abſolute dependance upon him , as not to 
(croſlc him. Hee knowes not reither how much hee owes to 
God, nor yet how obnoxious hee ſtands unto him , that doth 
not ſo farre ſubmit himſclte unto him. 

Vee noted the like yeelding to God in Abimelech before, 
what though he doth not now appeare tous in dreames and viſions, 
| Yet have wee a more ſare word of Prophecy , 10 whom wee ſhould doe 
' well to take heed : as S, Peter adviſeth us. 

' And this isall the good I have noted in «bay. 
| Let us makeſome uſe of this to our ſelves, 
| Firſt, what ſhall a man thinke of himſelfe if hee bee not 
| found cquall to Labar in goodnefſe > Nay , it the quite contra. 
[ry vices bee apparent in him, to thoſe vertues which were in ſo 
| meane a man, I meane in goodnefſe, And yer ſo it 1s, that 
| many who terme themſelves brethren and Chriſtians, are farre 
' ſhort of Laban in theſe ſhewes of vertues, Labar was curteous, 
' they are churliſh. LZabaz entertained Abrahams ſervant well, 
' niggardlineſſe will ſcarce ſuffer them to entertaine any well, 
Hee found Labay ready to gratifie him and diſmiſſe him, they 
| doe neither ; many care not for kindred or any the like bonds, 
| many care not how they ſerve themſelves of others labours , 
ſpecially ſervants, and evcry way are farre worſe maſters than 
| Laban. No bounty , no juſtice , no ſhew of ſeeing God in 
things. No ſhew of peaceableneſſe, no regard of Gods pro. 
hibiting them 'any thing, but what they will doe, they mill 
doe, though the God of heaven himſelfe forbid them , and 
though they know as much. 

Hee is very unlikely: to bee of the ſeed of 7acob, that hath 
not come. ſo farre as Labay. 

Againe, there is: little cauſe that a man ſhould applaud 
| himſelfe in ſo ſhort and defeQtive a goodneſſe as this of L4- 
| bans, yet this is all that ſome have to pleaſe themſelves and 
'to glory in, They deale curteouſly with their kindred , - they 
| bee willing to ſhew kindnefſe to their neighbours. They love} 
; well their children, and can give good hoſpitality to ſuch 
friends as come about them. And they defire to live peace- 
ably with their neighbours , and are ready to compoſe quar. 
rels, and ſome things they are willing to leave or forbeare 
that God forbids. 

Alas, theſe be poore evidences for heaven, theſe are poore 
proofes of their being good men, and in Gods favour, Aman, 
; muſt not thinke that ſuch a meaſure of goodneſſe will prove 
him a good Chriſtian, that may ſhew well enough a tolcra- 


| | 


ble Heathen, I pray you therefore that all theſe things may 
ec 
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| bee foupd in you in a better manner, and a larger meaſure, 
| upon better grounds , for better ends, more conſtantly , and 
| more fincerely. Bee curtcous , bountiful, and peaceable, and 
| ſo in the reſt with reference to God , inobedience to his com- 
' mandement, in love to him, and with a defire to pleaſe bim, 
| and abſtaine from all that hee forbids, and let your peacea- 
| bleneflſe and currefie extend it ſelfe even troenemies. 

That vertue is but a ſeeming vertue which doth not ſpring 
| from a roote of piety , and 1s not watered with an heavenly 
; dew, and made to grow upwith godly conſiderations taken from 
 thedivine Majeſty. 
| Wee muſt walke with God, live to him , ſeeke him, pleaſe 

him, or elſe fome bare naked good deeds will not ſuffice to 
| prove us his children and his heires. 
| So much for the good of Zeban; now his evill muſt be ob- 
| ſerved roo. 

Firſt, to God-ward , though hee had 7acob living in bis 
| honſe, and had obſerved by experience , that God did blefſe 
' him for his ſake, yet hee would nor leave his falſe gods, his 
; Idols, his Teraphim , bur keepe them ſtill , and made ſuch 

ſtore of them , that hee tooke it very ill that [acob ſhould ſeale 

them away, as hee conceived hee had done, though falſly, and 
' therefore alſo hee ſware by the gods of Naher , and the gods 
; of their Fatbers. 
| Hee was brought up an Idolater, and continued an Idolater, 
' living and dying in the worſhip of falſe and imaginary gods ; 
which they that doe, ſhall not inberite the kingdome of God, 
hee had Tmages of theſe falſe gods, Images of men ir may 
ſceme they were by their name. 

O how naturall it is to man to erre in the conceir of a mul. 
| tiplicity of gods, and in ſetting up piRures , and repreſenta- 
' tions of God to himſelfe > Great darknefſe poſſeſſeth the 
| mindes of men in rhe matter of Gods nature , hee will take 
| upon truſt any fable in this kinde, and will ſcarce uſe his own 
| reaſon to examine religion , but for the worſhipping God in 
| an Image , though it bee a point of the greateſt foppery in 
| ; | 
| the world , hee will count it fingularwifdome, and count bim- 
; felfe ſo much devouter, by how much hee is liker the blocke 
or picure before which hee doth his falſe devorions. 

Let us blefſe God that hath delivered us from conceit of 
; fantaſticall gods, and from the love and liking of Images and 
| pictures, which the Lord may ſeeme to have in deteſtation , 
| becauſe in likelihood they were occaſions of inducing the dam- 
. nable opinion of multitude of gods into the world. And let 

us pray to God to bring the poore ignorant perſons ( that run 
after other gods, or elſe dote upon pictures) out of ſuch their 
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miſerable condition, and to ſer -up the truth in ſo great po. 
er, that men may no lapger caſt themſelves headlong by that 
which rheraſelves account religion , and the right way to 
pleaſe God, ' 
But-Labap dealt very illwith 7acob, 
-» Firſt, the love hee bare him was a meere worldly ſelf.re. 
ſpeing love, hee found hee gate well by him, therefore hee 
defired his company. Butfor Jacobs piety and true religion, he re- 
garded him nota jot the better. / 
So moſt times., yea , evermore the love of worldlings doth 
grow from the roote of worldlinefle, 
'1Tf by ſonic: good 7arob they have. attained , or hope to at. 
raine profit and advantage, they are loath to part with him, 
but unleſſe ſuch things doe cemmend a man to them, hee 


| may fit without doores long enough, and his goednefſe with 


him, before they will rake him into houſe. 

Such a carnall love to good men is none other thing than 
may bee ſcene in as bad a man as hee of whom wee entreate, 
You muſt therefore learne to love a Jacob as a acob, and inthe 


| name of a Jacob , that love will demonſtrate ſome piety to 
. your ſelves. And when wee perceive the kindneſſe of any man 
| to have its Originall in'ſuch 'baſe ends, wee muſt eſteeme it a 


point of diſcretion not to truſt at all in their loves , they will 

ſoone turne enemies for gaine, whom gaine maketh friends, . * 
Further, Laban did: palpably deceive and couſin Zacob in a 

matter wherein deceit ſhould leaft of all bee uſed, even in 


| pbint of Matrimony. 


Tacob intended to live contentedly with his owne wife, as his 
Father Tſaac bad done before him , and therefore ſetting his 
afteQtions on the younger daughrer' Rachel, agrees to ſerve Le 
ban for: her ſeven yeares, inſtead of dowrie which hee bag not. 
to give. Laban agrees tO it, as I ſhewed you before , and af-\ 


| ſembliog his neighbours, celebrates the marriage with a feaſt. 
; 1: Te-muſt not bee doubted , but that they were all made to 


underſtand which of the maides was the Bride, as well as 
which young man was the Bridegroome. But at night it may 
ſeeme the Bride was brought into the Bridegroomes Cham- 
ber vailed for modeſty ſake. 

Laban perſwades his cldeſt daughter Leah to poſſeſſe the 
place of her younger ſiſter, whetber with or without her con- 
ſent it is not expreſſed , bur moſt likely without , and fo 1s 
Taceh in the morning greatly diſcontented, ro ſee a firanger 
bedded with him in ftead of his owne Spouſe. Whereforecom- 
plaining of the wrong to his Father in Law , hee is anſwered 
with a ſhift, rhat the cuſtome of that place is not to befiow 


the younger before the elder ; but if hee would ſerve ſeven 
yeares 
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| yeares more for Rachel, hee ſhould have her too : for Poly- 
| gamy was not then reputed a +finne. 7acob' muſt needes bec 
' content with that which hee could not helpe , and is com- 
| pelled to make his apprentiſhip longer 'by halfe than hee in- 
' tended , here was flat couſenage. To winde' in 1acvb for ſeven 
| yeares more than hee meant at firſt , and to beſtow both his 
| daughters upon ſo thriving a man, and fo advantage him. 
| ſelfe more wayes than one at once, this fellow fearcs not 
| to breake Covenant, and to beguile and defraud a man in his 
wife, And when hee was told of it hee pretends a contrary 
cuſtome z If there were no ſuch cuſtome, hee playes the ly- 
' ing fellow, in ſaying wittingly that which was nor for the 
' excufing of his fault : If there were ſuch a cuſtome, hee 
| playes the couſening companion in concealing ir before, and 
| not acquainting Jacob with it when hee made the motion. He 
| ſhould have ſaid, I would willingly give her thee , but 
that the cuſtome of the countrey hinders : but if thou wilt 
have them both, firſt che elder, then the younger; I am con- 
' tent. This had beene plaine dealing; but to leade 7acob on with 
' words, and then at laſt pull him on in this faſhion to ſeven 
yeares bondage more , was flat diſhoneſty. 
And ſuch is the diſpoſitionofa worldling for advantage ſake, 
| that hee cares nor with trickes to out-reach and beguile any 
; with whom hee deales ; but wee have a better direion from 
| Gods Word, ſaying , Let none of you defraud or over-reach ano- 
| _ in awy matter , tor God is an avenger of all that doe ſuch 
| things, BD, 

Hee vſed the like guilefull dealing. afrer, in changing his 
wages ſo many times, and all proceeded from the ſame evill 
humour of coverouſneſſe, 
| Bur now {ce another ſinne , whereof Jacob makes mention 
| to his Wives in way of perſwading them to depart with bim , 
| Iacob beheld Labans countenance, that it was not to him as before : 


Loe, hee lookes doggedly uponhim , and hath a kinde of en. 
vious grudge againſt him : not for any fault of his, bur alone 
becauſe hee hindered his wealth, in that God gave his riches 
to Zacoeb , by cauſing moſt of the Ewes and ſhee Goates to 
bring forth ill young, of ſuch colour as was agreed upon for 
Tacobs wages. ver. 8, If hee ſaid the ſpeckled ſhall bee thy wages , 
all the cattell bare ſpeckled, and now this cauſed the falling our, 

See here the guiſe of a carnall and earthly minded man, 
hee will become an enemy and beare a grudge to any that 
binders him in his gaine, though it bee without any wrong or 
injuſtice, 

It was not any injury, though it were a damage to Laban, 
that till the greater number , and better cattell were _ ; 
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but becauſe hee ſees it ſo , therefore hee beares an ill affe.. 


Qion to Taceb;, as Saul bated David becauſe hee ſaw that 
God had intended ro turne the kingdome unto him. 

Nature will ſhew that this is a faolt : for why ſhould 1 
bate a man becauſe God proſpers bim > but deſire of pain 
will ſo blinde the eyes, that hee which is led with it, will 
not avoide this fault, nor will take notice likely that it js 
a fault : you muſt obſerve- it in ,Zaban, and informe your 
ſelves how unreaſonable a thing it is; and the ſonnes of Lz. 
ban too did joyne with him in the ſame fault., for they al. 
ſo muttered againſt him in this reſpe&. 

And now I proceed to his next fault , hee purſued Tacob 
with an boſtile minde, intending either to bring him backe 
againe, and then hee muſt have ſerved him on poore and 
hard termes, or elſe to have ſent him empty enough away , 
and accordingly provided himfelfe of company, in fo much 
that himſelfe ſaith, /* was in his power to have done laceb 
hurt , but that God forbade him, and 7arvb upbraides him 
with it. 

Indeed God needed. not to have appeared to him for the 
forbidding of ſuch a thing, if hee had not ſeene what would: 
elſe have beene the iſſue, 

A very great ſinne this was- in his purpoſe , though God 
hindered the execution : wee muſt marke his finne, hee fol- 
lowed 7acob in anger, meaning to have fiript him of all. A 
wicked thing ir is , upon occaſion of ſomething that look. 
eth like a fault, to attempt ſuch a buſineſſe; tor the worſt 
that hee could alleadge , was 7acobs ſtealing away without 
giving him warning or leave, and this in Zacob was no fault 
at all, becanſe God commanded' him ſo to doe, neither had 
it beene a fault, though God had nor bidden it, for it ſeemes 
their agreement was but from yeare to yeare , or for a leſſe | 
ſpace of time, in that Zabar __— the wages ſo' oft ;, and 
therefore the time prefixed being fulfilled, 7acob was at his li- 


| berty, and might goe without asking his leave, or mouy 


him privy to his purpoſe, But Zabar is glad to have an ad- 
vantage of ſuch a pretence, and reſolves, Is hee gone without 
my liking and knowledge 2 Well, I will teach bim better 
manners towards his Maſter and Father in Law ; I will fetch 
him backe with a witneſle : and ſo ſtrengthening himſelfe with 
company, hee makes after him with a revengefull meaning, 
and overtaking him begins to quarrell , chargeth him to have 
done fooliſhly in conveighing | himſelfe away , with his two 
daughters, and their chiliren ſo privately. This is a wicked- 


neſſe , to intend to hurt a man , to ſpoile him of his eſtate, 
and to ſend him empty away , . taking the advantage of _ 
thing 
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thing by him done , which may ſceme to have beene done 
ſomewhat indiſcreetly and faultily, onely or chiefly out of cnvy 
| and covetoulnefle to get ones goods, and to | bee 'revenged 
| of him, No man is ſo blinde bur hee would blame this in a- 
nother, and therefore muſt needs finne againſt his knowledge, if 
he doe it himſelte. Fax 
The laſt fault of Zaban is, that hee falſly chargeth- 1aceb 
with ficaling his Idols, and meerely' upon ſurmites , they 
were gane at that time when 7aceh went , and therefore his 
| concluſion was , /ac0b muſt needes have them , yea, hee was 
ſo peremptory , that 7acobs deniall would not ſatisfie, though 
| hee denied fo ſtrongly , as to offer the offender to death if hee 
| could finde them : but hee rifles and ſearcheth all his goods 
for them, imagining perhaps that ſome body elſe might have 
ſtollen them without» Jacobs privity , which was true indeed. 
But here by the way , I muſt taxe 7acob for a little coo much 
confidence in his offer , had Zaben found the Idols, hee would 
not have conſented to the death of Rachel , nor to the taking 
' of her from him. 

It is good to bee moderate in our ſpeeches , and not over- 
confident; but Zabar is the ſubje&t of our ſpeech now : hee 
did falſly\ charge 7acob with theft, upan a ſurmiſe of his owne, 
| This is @ fione which no man can brooke from another , 
; without blaming him for it, therefore hee: bath light enough 

if hee could uſe the light to diſcover it in himſelfe. Too ca- 
fily to belecve, -and too 'earneftly ro affirme againſt another , 
that hee hath committed ſuch a finne, becauſe wee bave ſome 
| probabilities to alleadge againſt him , 'is a finne againſt our 
brother, and an injurious defiling of his name , againſt whom 
wee ought not to raiſe up an ill report : Neither without juſt or 
ſure proofe, nor yet in publike manner, as Zaba» did, if wee 
might reforme ir privately. - 

So Laban failed both inthe matter and manner of his accuſa- 
tion; the matter, itwas falſe z the manner, it was over-publike, 
when it ſhould and might have beene private , though ir had 
beene true. 

Now I pray you let us ſearch our ſelves, to fee if wee bee 
not guilty of the ſame faults with Zabas , and learne with 
griefe and ſhame to confeſſe, that our ſelves who have farre 
more and berter meanes, have yet beene as palpably faulty as 
this Idolater, as unjuſt, as worldly, as envious, as' apt to fol- 
low ſurmiſes , And ſo in the reſt ; and ler us greatly abhorre 
our ſelves, that better belpes have prevailed no more wirh us ; 
and now let us reſolve to put away theſe faults : and ſeeing we 
have given our names to Chriſt, and enjoy the Word, Name, 
q and Sacraments of Chriſt , let us abhorre to runne into = 
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jroery which being blame-worthy enough in an Heathen, are 
ten times more loathſome in a Chriſtian. 

So much of his deedes , good and bad '; Now the things that 
befell him are ſome good , and ſome bad , at leaſt as hee ac- 
counted it, - 

Good, hee had a good ſonne in law for his daughters, through 
Gods diſpoſing more then his owne ſeeking, who married them 
on termes cafie enough for him, Indeed hee liked him for his 
| good husbandry , a thing within his element, buthee was a god. 
ly husband too, which wee ſhould learne to prize as a great mer. 
cy, and ſhould bee able to diſcerne it : an happineſſe ir is to 
have daughters beſtowed on thriving and godly yoakefellowes, 
Pray for it, uſe meanes for it, be thankful! for it, 

Alfo hee had a ſtate rich enough , hee was a wealthy man 
| in the place Where hee lived : Surely God thar caſts theſe 
| things on ſuch perſons accounts them not excellent, and if he 

deny them to his ſervants, doth it not out of unwillingreffe or 
| want of meanes, but alone becauſe hee knowes it better for 
' their ſoules to bee deſtitute of them than to abound, where- 
| fore they muſt learne contentment in their abſence. And 
' thoſe that have them muſt rake heed they over-prize them nor, 

and ſuffer not themſelves by having them to be made as Laban was, 

worldly minded. 
| Now for crofſes : Wee reade little of Zabans affliQtion, it 
| may bee it was a griefe to him that his daughters and grand. 


' children went ſo farre from him, but ſuch a crofſe even a na 


rurall wiſe man may make caſic to himſelfe , by conſiderati- 
ons of reaſon, that the good of. their children ſo requires , 
and that their comfort in their children ftands not fo | 
much in ſecing them , as in their well-doing : Onely L« 
ban did make. Iacobs proſperity a crofſe to himſclfe, in ſuf. 
fering his minde to bee alienated from 7acob, becauſe 7 
cob did thrive a great deale faſter than himſelfe, and to his 
hinderance, which cannot bee done without a great deake of 
Vvexation, 

| Ir is an ill diſcaſe to bee ſicke of another mans proſperity 
take heed you ſuffer not covetouſneſle , or other diſtempersto 
bring ſuch ſickneſſe upon you. 

With, farre lefſe vexation -may a man loſe halfe hee hath, 
than beare the torment which ſuch eſtrangement of heart will 
bringwith it. R 

And now for Labans death , we heare nothing ot 'it , onely hee 
lived and dyed fo farre as wee ſee, likeacarnall man, and hehad 
no grace in him, butafter a little time here ſpent incarth proſpe- 
rouſly enough ; at laſt, ſo far as we can ſec, he periſhed eternally, 
for no footſteps of faith and true piety appeare in him, 4 
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O my brethren, rake heed that you doe not carry your ſelves fo 
fooliſhly, as tolive inameere worldly faſhion, ſcraping rogerther 
a great hcapof muck and dung, on which the much deceived world 
doth falſely beſtow the name of goods, and then (with the rich glur- 
ton, and him that ſaid , Soule, eate, and drinke, and be merry, for 

thou haſt much riches laidup in ſtore for many yeares ) have 
your ſoule taken away, and carried intothe place 
and ſtate of erernall death : for our Sa- 
viour hath ſaid, that So & every 
one which is 14h inthe 
world and is not 
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Frer Iacobs Wives and Father in Law , wee will 
proceed to his children, which were twelve ſons 
and one daughter. Concerning his ſons, they 

' were fixe of Leah, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Indah, 
Iſſachar, Zebulun : two of Bilhah, Dan and Neph- 
thali : twoof Zilpah, Gadand Aſher : two of Ra. 
chel, toſeph borne in Padan Aram, and Benjamin 
| borne in the Land of Canaan. The daughter 
| waS Dinah of Leah, ofthe birth and names of each of theſe the Scrip- 
ture takes ſpeciall notice, 

Rewben (ignifies, Bebold a ſon, for his mother tooke it as a great 
favourof God, whereby he would mitigate her forrow, yea and help 
| to remove it too, by winning her husbands love to her, the want 
whereof was her greateſt trouble, as you ſhall finde. 

Simeon ſignifies, the hearing of God, becauſe ſhe ſaid, God heard 
that ſhe was hated, and hath given me this ſon 100, It wasa good thing in 
Leah to give her fons ſuch names, as might minde her of Gods good- 
neſſe in conſidering ber afliion ; and when ſhee faich that God 
ſaw firſt, and then heard heraffliQion ; the laſt ſpeech is a proofe 
'that ſhe made her moatic andcomplaint to God, and fo this mercy 
,cameto her asa fruitof herprayers. 
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The next ſon is called Levi,for ſaid ſhe, Now my Lubandwilt ley. 
ted to me,orcleave to me, for the word Levi fignifieth as much as cleq. 
ving, Shewas carneſtly defirous of her husbands love, and would as 
it were, minde bim of her hopes and deſires, that he would recom. 
pence her paines of bringing him three ſons, with the increaſe of hig 
affeion. A wife is not good if ſhe be not very covetous of her hu. 
bands love; ſome probably ſay,that be,meaning 7acob, hearing Leahbs 
| word,tocomfort her, called him Levi, and the originall feemes to 
| leade us tothat opinion, for the former word tranſlated, called is of 
the feminine gender, and is plainly referred to the woman ſpoken of 
; before; but the latter is of the maſculine,and fo may very likely note 
| the husband, of whom ſhe had immediatly ſpoken. And if fo, itwas 
| well done of [acob, at laſt to ſpeak ſome word of comfort to hisdrog. 
| ping wife, and to let herſee, that the riches of three ſons had made 
 bim forget thar great wrong ſhe did him,of obtruding ber ſclfe upon 
; him againſt his will, and without his knowledge, which ſhee oughr 

not to have done, though atber Fathers command, 

The fourth ſon is Tehwdah, in ſhort ndah, as much as praiſe of the 
| Lord, or the Lord be,or is praiſed, to exprefle her rhankfulneſle, for 
ſhe ſaid, Now 1 will praiſe the Lord, which hath cauſed mine hucbands affe. 
' (tions ſomewhat more to incline unto me,by making me a mother of fonre ſons, 
| For ſoit may'ſeeme they did,and thatalſo may be juſtly accounted 
one cauſe ot her ſiſters envy, becauſe ſhee ſaw 7acob begin to love her 
more hcartily than before, Theſe foure were borne one after another, 
yeare by yeare, without long intermiſſion ; then ſhe ceaſed bearing, 
till 7acob had foure children by the two handmaids, then ſhe had two 
| more ſons, | 

Iſachar the fifth ſonne, fignifying there is a reward for giving her 
maide to her husband, but in this ſhe was much miſtaken, God is 
not wont to give rewards for our bad deeds, and though it was of ig- 
| norance,yet it was a fin in her rogive her maid to her-husband;there- 
fore we muſt take heed of imitating her in conceitiog that God is 
well pleaſedwith our faults, Such is the blipdnefle of our mindes, 
that we are apt to run into ſucherrours. 

The laſt ſon was Zebulun, ſignifying dwelling, becauſe God had 
given her ſo goodly a dowry as fix ſons, ſhe now begins to hope not 
alonethat her husband will love her more, but ſo much now, as to at- 
foord her more of his company, and dwell with her, which it ſeemes 
before he accuftomed not to doe, but with Rachel, For love is never 
ſatisfied unleſle it enjoy the preſence and company of the perſon lo- 
ved; theſeare Leshs fins, cnvy at her. maide, Rachel ſo far plaid the 
fooliſh woman, that ſhe gave her bandmaiden Bi{h4h to be her hul- 
bands Concubine, and (he had two ſons, which Race! would ncedes 
take as her owne, rather than thoſe that ber owne ſiſter brought forth, 
and the firſt ſhe called Dey, which ſignifies, He bath judged, for ſaith 
ſhe, God hath judged me, and hath heard my canſe, and hath givenmea jon. 
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She bewrayes adiſtempered pafſion, and would needes interett God 
into her folly, as if now God in great favour, ſeeing how (hee was 
wronged, had -come toright her : Fond Rachel, no body wronged her 
but her ſelfe, by entertaining the bone-rotting vice of envy into her 
boſome, and yer ſhe will needes take this as a righting of her wrong 
from above, for ſothe word judging ſignifies, ſo fooliſh we be that 
we will count our ſelves either to be wronged by men, when we have 
received none at all, or righted of God, when his Majeſty meaneth 
no ſuch matter, 

O ignorant and ſelf. deceiving, and ſelf. conceited creatures that 
we be, lct us beg morewiſdome and unpartialneſſe to our ſelves at 
Gods hand, 

The ſecond fon of Bilhah is Nephthali, which ſignifies wraſtling , 
becaule ſaith ſhe, 7. have wreſtled with great wraſtlings with my ſiſter, 
and have prevailed, Certainly ſhe playes the unwiſe woman here too, 
and makes tvobold with Gods name, in ſaying, With wraſtlings of 
God, and doth her ſiſter great injury. Poore Leah uſed no meanes to 
keepe her from fruitfulneſle, (he neither did keepe her husband from 
her, nor any other thing by which to hinder her from being a mo- 
ther, therefore her wraſtlings were only conceited wraſtlings, 
and ſhee proved that envy wall cauſe one to thinke hee is oppo- 
ſed, when indeed he isnot, let us take heed of dreaming that we 
bee wraſtled withall, and prevaile, when.in very deed, it is neither ſo 
nor fo, | 2 
The two ſons of Z:{pah are next borne -the firſt Gad, which ſigni- | 
fies a troupe, whereby Leah ſhewes that her deſires or hopes were 
yet raiſed to looke for a marly more children , as indeed ſhee 
had three after, this by 7acob of her owne- body, and one more 
whom herimitation of her fiſters weaknefle made her to account her 
owne tOO, | 
The next ſon is called Aſher, for now ſaith ſhe, The danobiers will 
count me happy, and the name ſignifies bappineſſe ; ſure, for ought 
that I can judge, no body ever applanded Leahs happineſle in this 
matter, yea, ſhe would rather have been judged happy, if ſhe could 
have counted it happineſſe enough, to have borne ſons her ſelfe, and 
not followed her ſiſters folly, in giving her maideto /acob : Where- 
in,yet ſhe is lefſe excuſable than her ſiſter, who might ſeeme to have 
more reaſon for her fa&, becauſe ſhee her ſelfe was childlefſe. Bur 
you may ſee what fond things wee bee many times, to count that a 
great matter of happineſſe, and rake grear content in it, which of it 
ſelfe verily: is notbing for our good. 

But the children of Rachel.come ar laſt ; 7oſeph , which fig- 
nifies', hee will adde, or give mee another ſon ; here Rachel be- 
gins to ſhew ſome (goodneſſe, ſome faith ;. the receiving of one 
benefit,” upon her, prayers, makes her hope thac God will give her 
another, 

Then 


Nopbthall, 
what it figni- 
hes, 


Gad, whatir, 
lignifies, 


Aſher, what ir 
ſignibes,) 


Toſeph, what 
it ſignifics. 


ns 
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BinJjam's, 
what it {{gni» 
fies, 


Dinal, what 
it ſienifics, 
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Who ſhe was» 


No good 
thi:g is (p0* 
ken of her. 
Her fau'ts- 

1. She went 
into rhe City, 
to {ce the 
daughres of 
the countrey, 
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| Then tollowes Benjamin, called by her Bexoni , The ſon 6 ”1y 
ſorrow , and Jaceb not willing to have a ſonne of fo ill and omi. 
nous a Rame, yet comes to the name as neare as he can, ſaying, 
hee ſhall bee called Benjamin ; as much as if hee bad faid, One 
whom I will love as my right hand , and never ſuffer to depart from 
me, for his mothers ſake thar bare him. 

And theſe bee all Tacobs fonnes, His daughter was Dinah, Leahs 
ſeventh childe : the word ſignifies judgement , and wby ſhee was ſo 
named, becauſe the Scripture afftirmes not, I will not trouble you 
with my conjectures. 

In ſpeaking of them wewill begin with the maiden, of whom wee 
have nothing atall noted that good ts, 

Some thinke ſhe was /obs wife, whoſe life they caſt ifito the time 
of Zacob ; 1 havenothing roalleadge either for, or againſt this opini- 
on, It is a conjeRure,take it as you ſee good : but ir is probable, that 
Tob might live about this time, but of that no more till we come to 
ſpeake of 7ob, 

Now we goe on with Dizab, of whom we reade, as I ſaid, nothin 
bur evill, Gen, 34. 1. Shee would needes walke into the Cityof 


Shechem, when 7acob lived thereabouts ; forſooth, To ſee the dawgh. 
ters of the Countrey, whether they were faire maidens, what garments 
they wore, of what carriage, what garbes and fafhion they had. A 
folly towhich many of you maides be roo ſubje@, you let your eyes 
looke over wiſtly upon the daughters : If you did alone take up 
your ſclves in contemplating the faſhions at the Market, or as 
you walke in the' ſtreets, or the like, yer it were a ſpending of 
time worſe than you: need to ſpend'it, ſure it is not good togoe 
abroad idlely, when there is nothing ro doc but gaze here and 
there, when the minde-hath no imployment or bulſinefſe to ſet it 
ſelfe abour. Ex, ; 

A gazingeye ſhewes an empty heart , and temprs the devill to 
come thirher, one tempting to fill the heart with evill fancies, that is 
empty of God, *' | 


I pray you. Virgins take warning by Dizb, be not you gadding 
abroad hirher atid thirher, to ſee and bee ſeene alone, Dinehs ſuc- 
ceſle may give-you cauſe of fearing your ſelves in ſuch occaſions. 
Bur cſpecially ler me exhort you toteach your eyes more piety,than 
to beſtow themſelves in koking abroad Fo ſee faſhions then, when 
you come to the houſe of God, there to doe ſervice unto God, Then 
I ſay, doe not ſhew your ſelves ſodiſregardfull of God, fo very hy- 
pocrites, ſuch perſons as let their hearts wander (for that wanders if 
the eye wander) when the body approacheth ' him : When you 
ſhould be marking what is read, or what is prayed; or what is ſung, 
or what is preachcd, A wandring eye at Church is a very bad ching, 


and is the devils inſtrument ro ſtcale away all you heare, and romake 
you unprofitable hearers. | 
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\ 1 feare that this 1s the trueſt cauſe why many of you learnc 

juſt nothing , and cannot anſwer what you heare , -your eyc 

carried away your mindes, that they could not-atrend by the 
care, [0 what was ſpoken, | i 

Maidens let me propound Dizahs example to you, and warne you 
to take heed of being deſirous to goe abroad to ſee faſhions. 

But a ſecond thing is, a young man ſaw her, and tooke her,and lay 
with her,and humbled her; you {ee what hurt followed here ; Shee 
went to ſee the daughters, but one of the ſons ſaw her,and worle than 

that, Juſted after her, and rooke her, and abuſed her body, whether 
by ſolicitation and enticement, or by force and ſtrength, or whether 
| by amixture of both, partly ſiriving, and partly ſoliciting, I cannor 
ſay, the words are ſuch as may carry the ſence of ſoliciting, as well 
 aSof raviſhing : but we are willing to rake things at the beſt for 
| poore Dinah, and becauſe the Scripture uſeth theſe phraſes to de- 
 {cribea Rape, Deut.22.,28,29. calling it a humbling her, as here , 
we will in charity thinke, that the ſame miſery beſell her inthe Ci- 
ty : for it was the Kings ſonnewho might eafily bring her to ſuch a 
(roome in an houſe as might cauſe that her crying voice might not 
| be heard, or ſhe might be loath to cry, knowing what hee was, and 
that ſhe wasa ſtranger. But if it were ſo, I am fearefull that her more 
light carriage than was fit, gave occaſion to the young man of ſuch 
fancies, and imboldened him to offer fuch a kinde of violence as 
he thought would nor be refiſted, 
Let maides take heed leaſt their wanton eye and over-light coun- 
renance and promiſing lookes doe not enflame the beholder, and of- 
fer ſuch violence totheir corruption, as it were to make them offer 
violence torthem ;z and take heed much more, that they be nor allu- 
red to ſuch anevill, as nothing bur the violence of the doer can free 
them from the impuration of a grievous fin, if they ſuffer. Ler their 
care be tokeepe themſelves out of places inconvenient ; what did 
Dinah with this young man in ſo ſecret a place, as might encourage 
him to offer force > Sure he would not have forced ber in the midſt 
of the ſireeres, he was nor ſodebauſht and brutiſh, as to compel] her 
in an houſe before many. Nay, ſcarceany man ſo lewd, that hee will 
attempt ſuch a thing, butwhen no perſon is preſent, If ſhe were ra- 
viſhed, yet ſhe was ſomewhat guilty of her owne rape, becauſe ſhee 
would be enticed to goe into an houſe with a ſtranger. Had ſhee 
beene of his long acquaintance, had hee beene a ſuitor to her before 
with the good conſent and allowanceot both Parents, had ſhe beene 
allowed to ſer her minde upon him, fo as to intend to become his 
wife, then it had not beene ſo blame-worthy, to have ſo farre rruſted 
her ſelfe with him. But when her buſineſſe was nothing bur to ſee 
and be ſeene, to ſuffer her ſelfe ro be led by a ſtranger into ſuch a 
placeas might give him opportunity todo her violence, was a figne 
that her carriage was ſcarce modeſt, not at alldiſcreer. 
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| pany of young men at ſuchiplaces and times, as. may produce as bad 
inconveniences to you,as this that befell Dinah. 

And ſo much for this daughter, for after this we heare no more of 
' her, but that her brethren rooke herour of Hamers houſe after they 
| had committed the execrable murder, whereof we fhall bave cauſe 
| ro ſpeake aſter. | 


| Thefonnes, | Nowcomewe tothe {onnes, and firſt, I will handle the things 


| 


Their com- 
mon laults, 


1. All of them | 


we:c bad cx- 
cept loſe ph 
aud Err amin. 
Gcn-37.2- 


2. They all 
b-gniled Ha 
mr the Siche» 


m'tc. 
|Sen3s. 


that were common tothem all, viz. rheir ſinnes, their good deeds, 
| their mileries, their benefirs, 

Firſt, it is common tothem all ſave 7oſeph and Benjamin, that they 
were men of no goodnefſe nor conſcience ; They had a good Father 
and Grandfather, and they profeſſed a good religion, bur their con. 

verſation was naught and ſcandalous, ſo that 7oſeph being young 
' could not in his conſcience chooſe but acquaint his Father with 
| theircvill decds, | 

' © this is a grievous thing, that children which have godly 
| education by godly Parents, and have knowledge of the true God, 
and arc members of the true Church, ſhould be yer of manifeſt 
ill bchaviour , ſhould runae into. palpable and groſſe navughti. 
neſſe openly, tothe torment of their Parents hearts, and diſgraceof 
rrue religion, 

Be not ſome of you youthes (whoſe Parcnts,though they muſt nor 
| be compared to 7aceb, yet are ſuch as have feared God, and affoorded 
you the beſt belpes they could tovertue and piety ) as lewd and fig- 
full in your carriage as [acobs ſonnes; Yes, yes, ſome of you are as 
guilty of evill demeanour as theſe youthes, though you have the 
ſame furtherances to goodnefle. Now for the living Gods ſake, 
whoſe name you take upon you, for your owne foules ſake, which 
elſe will one day rue this naughtineſſe and rudeneſle, and for your 
Parents and friends ſake, that are aſhamed and vexed with your ill 
report, be intreated at length toconfider how great a wickedneſle it 
is to live naughtily , when God hath vouchſated you ſo many 
meanesto make you good , and turne you from your evill wayes, 
and frame you to ſuch a converſation as will beſceme and comfort 
your ſelves and your Parents, 

O let not a Zacobs ſonne be a drunkard, a gameſter, a wanton, a 
night-walker , and ill company keeper, a quarreller ; let nor ſuch 
nettles grow upona garden, learne to ſhunne what was loathſome 1n 
the (ons of Zacob, |; 

But ſecondly, they were all guilty of beguiling Hamor and the: 
Sichemites with purpoſed fraud and guile, yea,and with pretending 

conſcience 
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conſcience and reſpe& of religion : You know the ſtory it ſelfe, 
Shechem after he had defloured 1acobs daughter, continued yerto bee 
ſtrongly enamoured of her, and ſued for her ro her Father and Bre- 
thren, offering any dowry. They would ſeeme to be hindered from 
granting the {uitby —_— 3 They were circumciſed, of the true 
religion, a religion {leighted and negleed in Canaan, and it was 
not a ſafe thing in conſcience, and would be a reproach to them to 
make marriages with perſons uncircumciſed, but if they would em- 
brace their religion, and teſtifie it by being circumciſed, then they 
would willingly condeſcend; Now all this talke of circumciſion 
tended but to bring the Sichemires ro ſuch a caſe, that they might 
the better accompliſh revenge. 

O miſerable faulr, to cover batred with deceitfull words, 4 Pot- 
ſheard covered with ſilver droſſe, To ſpeake one thing and meane the 
contrary, to pretend a good purpoſe to cover a bad, and the more eafi- 
ly to effe& it by covering. 

Hcrewas a mixture of impiety, in making religion a cloake to 
revenge, and of fraud in harbouring and intending,and yerdiſguizing 
revenge. 

Sodealt 46ſalom with his Father David, and the ſhame of ſuch 
ſhall breake forth in the Congregation, hee is a foole, though hee 
thinkes bimaſelfewiſe. | ; 

Now I beſcech you take heed of deceit and guile, the deceirfuH 
ſhall nor live out balfe his dayes. To hate, and yet diſlemblewith 
his lips, laying up deceitwithin him, is a loathſome thing. Ir is a 

art of the deſcriptionef an unfanRified man, With their tongues they 

ave uſed deceit ; Nature teacheth men to blame this ſin in others, 
therefore nature gives light enough to diſcover it in ones felfe. 
Shame it therefore, and hate it : Ir is bad to haveuſed this fraud for 
covertouſneſſe or ambition ſake, to ger wealrh or honour, by over- 
reaching others , bur ir is worſt of all when ir is joyned with re- 
vengeand with bloodineſſe, that a man make himſelfe a bloody and 
deceitfull man. Ir is naught when only good will is pretended, but 
whenreligion is made the cloake of cruelty and villany, this is to 
abuſe the nobleſt thing in the world, by making it a drudge to the 
baſeſt. | 

Now if any of your conſciences be guilty ef abuſing pretencesof 
religion for r be compaſling of revenge, of goods, of luſt, of any other 
villanous end, he hath finned the (in of /acobs ſons, Let him be indu- 
ced to repent, and let us all be induced to abhor ſo great a wicked- 
nefſe; hethat doth compaſſe any unlawfull end by deceir,makes the 
ſin twiceas grievous as elſe it would be : He ſhews that he commits 
it with almoſtafall conſent of will, he makes his reaſon a ſlave to his 
appetite, and ſerves fin willingly, moſt willingly and deliberately. 

Let us love true, plaine, and juſt dealing, and abhorre coufenage 
and falſhood, 
Another 


Deceir is a 
great ſin. 
Prov.6. 10 18. 
& 26.26, 


Rom, 3. 


| 
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3, They all 
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F4 J 50 


(itn The Example of Crap, ZZ. 


Another fault of Jacobs fonnes was this , they all ſo tarre in. | 
gaged themſelves into the murder of the Sichemites , thar they | 
conſented to it., for they all joyned to ſpoile the goods of 
the Sichemires, they all played the robbers in revenge, it was. 
not ſo much coverouſneſle as revenge that made them ſpoile the | 
City, | 

0 how vile a ſinne is this revenge ! onehaddone them wrong , | 
they revenge it upon a whole City : one had injuried them in one | 
ſitter, they wrong a number in many ſiſters and goods beſides : here | 
is injaſtice and malice both ina very high degree. They are ſaid w] 
have beene grieved but with a carnall gricfe, and to have beene | 
wroth,but with a carnall wrath , for the folly committed by Shechem, 
and that it was a carnall wrath is manifeſt; for loe, it makes them 
ſeeke to revenge themſelves by a moſt excefſive and a moſt unjuſt 
courſe, 

I call upon you to crucifie this humour of revenge, it isevident- 

ly blamed : Awvenge not your ſelves, but give place unto wrath ; Recom- 
pence not evill for evill : Benot overcome of evill, Returne not evill to 
him that hath done thee evill; it any thing may diſgrace private re- 
venge, this example may; tor youſee, when men thinke good to 
take upon them to revenge their owne quarrels , they know not how 
to obſerve any equality or moderation, 
- Andnow lI require you all, as you will prove your ſelves true 
Chriſtians, and, ever have the comfort of being Chriſts ſheepe , 
follow bim in not revengipg wrongs, for hee gave you an example: 
S. Peter {aith, of this vertue , when hee did not render reviling for 
reviling, nor threatening words neither, for evill deedes. . If you 
harbour revenge, you forgive not, and it you will not forgive , you 
(ball nor be forgiven. | 

Morall Philoſopby teacheth us not to wrong or hurt another un- 
provoked, but it tolcrates it when wee are provoked by wrongs; but 
the perfection of Chriſtian religion 1s this , that it teacheth , and 
whereit is intruth, enableth not alone, notto recompence wrong 
to a wrong doer, butalſo trodoe good againſtevill, 

Shunne you this wickedneſſe, and follow not the wickednefle of 
L1cobs ſonnes , but take heed of wronging any intheir goods, for 
revenge ſake. 

Another fault of theſe young men, they bated their brother 7o- 
{eph out of envie, and could not ſpeake peaceably to him, and when 
God by dreames foretold his preferment above them , they envyed 
Lim and hated him yet worſe; yea, allbut Reuben reſolved to kill 
him, and to ſeewhat would become of his dreames, and mocked 
him with the name of This dreamer , and all but Rexben too con. 
{-ntto ſell him fora bondſlave, and accordingly doe it, and when 
| inthat anguiſhof his -ſoule hee beſought them, as themſelves after 
conlefle, they would not heare him, 


Ah!) 
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Ah beware you of theſe finnes of envying, for that will bring 
forth a defireto murder or as bad as to murder and harden one to 
all cruelty that no increaty ſhall ſoftzen. Take heed, take heede of 
| theſe vices, Envy, murderouſnefſe, deriding, hard-heartedneſſe, 

cruclry. They bee fearefull vices, transforming a man into a 
Dive $7. 

If any of you have beene over-ruled by them, let him not de- 
ferre to bewaile and confeſle them before God, and let us all OP- 
| pole theſe vices, if they aſſault us, by holy medications and pray- 
ers; bctray not your {clves into the hands of fo Borrible vices, for 
want of reſiſting them earneſtly, conſtan:ly and by ſpirituall meanes. 


brother, to hate a brother or neare kinſman, to thinke on murthe- 
ring a brother, to negleR the crycs of a brother and bee incxora- 
ble againſt a brother, intreating not to be murdered, to caſt him 
into a pit and ſell him for a ſlave or to doe ſuch kinde of injury to 
a perſon ſo neare by bonds of Nature, O what an unnaturalncſſe 
'is it, and what a great height and dominion of Vice doth it 
|\proove! Religion may bee abſent from an heart in which yer 
[ome reliques of good nature doc remaine, but hee hath quench- 
ed all ſparkes of all goodneſfſe in him, that can behave him- 
ſelfe {o miſchicyouſly to one, to whom ncearenefſe of bloud ob- 
ligeth him. None of theſe were bretherento 7oſeph by the 
mothers fide, but alone by the Fathers, but an halfe 
brother is foe nearely joyned , that that name ſhould 
have beene ſufficient ro have kept ther backe from ſuch wic- 
kedneſlſe, 


you havetrampled theſe naturall bonds under feet; let him addrefle 
himſclfe ro moſt hearty lamentation, orc!ſe the God of nature will 
ſharpely puniſhrhe fleighting of narurall bonds. Ir is a diabolicall 
fury of finne char cauſeth a manto breake aſunder theſe bonds of braſle 
and iron, 
| Butyctasbad or worſe thenthis, they lycd and couſened their old 
| Fatherto make him belecve, thar 7oſeph was killed by a wild beaſt, as 
| the Story ſhewes, Ger. 37.37. Indeed Reuben was nor conſenting to 
the (clling of 7oſeph, but ic may ſecme that he was willing to hold his 
| peace, and to conceale their fat, which hee thought could neither 
| bee prevented nor redrefſedby revealing, and it may well be thgt they 
did not acquaint him with their ſelling of roſeph. Bur loe they all a- 
| | greetocolour their finneto their Fatherand bring him into ſuch a con- 
 ccir as filled his heart wich extreamiry of anguiſh : Evill children they 
| were that would cover their fault by telling ſuch a lic unto their Father 
!as they needednot tohavetolgd; for their ſinne would not have been 
'themorerevealed, ifthey had ſaid nothing then to counterfir ſuch a 
'thing,and 7acohs greifes perhaps would not have beene ſo great if there 


Eſpecially ſutter not your ſclves to bee tranſported thus againſt a | 
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Pray to Godto preſerve you from unnaturallneſſe, and if any of 


had remained any hope of his ſonnes life. But it is like that they were 


M m defirous* 


$. Theylied & 
couſcned then 
old Father, 
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deſirous to put him into a conceit of 7oſephs death, for feare leaſt hope 
of his life might pur him upon ſuch an cnquiry as might finde him our 
againe,and fo diſcover their lewdneſle, for an ill conſcience is alwaies 
full of feare and ſuſpition, and will conjeRure ſuch waics of diſcove- | 
ry as no man elſe can dreame of. 

Hath any of you lied to a Parent and ſought to conceale their | 
navghtinefſe by fallſchood 2 Scethis wickednefſe with remorſe, and | 
now take heedof abuſing your Parents withtales z yea I beſcech you 

| beware of runnirg into groſſe Gnnes, which will alwaics hazard you | 
to lying and falſehood for the covering of them, 

See here how one finne begets arorher in theſe men, envy doth | 
| breede an intention of. murder and a wrongfull a&t as bad as 
| murther, to ſell a Brother for a (lave, This wickednefle bringson 
| lyingto hide it, and that in ſuch a ſort as had well nigh killed their 
| owne Father with gricfe. Feare to finne, for it will ſo intangle 
| you being once in that you ſhall not know how to get our. 

The ufe of a1, But one uſe we muſt make of all this diſcourſe, to ſee how bad 
| our owne natures be and to be wondrous thankfull, that God hath 
| not ſo farre left usto our ſclves, as to be drawne to ſuch enormous 

-| offences. He that canlooke upon the worſt men that have beene and 
| the worlt deeds, ſo asto accuſe himſclfe of the ſame bad nature,anf 
to confeſſe himiclfe obnoxious to the ſame crimes, and therefore 1a- 
bours to be more humble in himſclfe, becauſe of the badneſle of his 
nature, andto bethankfull ro God for the goodneſſe he ſhewes inre. 
ſtraining that bad nature, he makes a ſingular uſe of other mens fins, 
Buc if we heare or ſee-other mens faults onely to brag of our ſelves,that 
we have not ſo offended nor will not ſo offend,itis a teſtimony of much 
; blindnefle and unacquaintednefle with our ſclves,and may juſtly cauſe 
| the Lordto make us know our ſelves by giving vs over to our owue 
| ſelves in like manner. 

A nn | But now a word ofthe common goodnefle of all, firſt to their Father, 

mon goodnes.\ they all garhered rogether tocomion him when he was in his great and 

4. Theyall | exceeding ſadnefſe, This was well done, though they had wronged 

fort their Fa. | Dim in being a cauſe of his ſorrow, yet it may ſeeme they were 

ter in hs | greatly troubled tothinke of their naughtineſſe, and were carefull to 
great fadoefle. to uſe all meanes of reſtoring him to contentmere againe, Bur ah 
what bitter accuſations muſt thoſe their words refl:& upon their owne 

ſelves which they uſed to comfort their Father « How could they 
| chooſe bur almoſt bewray themſelves by bluſhing one while and pale- 
| neſſe another through the cheekes of their owne conſciences, when 
| everthey heard himzas often no doubr they did heare him name the 

| name of 7oſeph? But howſocver, it was commendably done that now. 

2. They were | they ſought toaſſwage his ſorrowes. All good children ſhould ſtrive 

dunitul! ro him tg miniſter matter of comfort to their grieved Parents, and it yo! 


OEE— 


| in going dow! 


d 04 : 
| ro Egypt and - NazNOUS and unnaturall hardnefſe ro.doe otherwiſe. 


- \norraking | Purther,they were all dutifull to him in going downe to Fg / and | 


| Berjarain with 


5" not taking Bcnjamin with them ſecretly or againſt his will, and a 


muc 
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|| O that you which have beene rude, wilde, debauſhed in youth, | 


; [Church continued then, when all the nations of the world beſides 


In. Facobs Children,&c. C s a P.29,0cC.| ns | 


much love and honour in burying him and lamenting him,and ſhewed 
themſelves carefull of their families and very penitent to 79ſeph ar laſt, 
and called to minde this fin in their troubles ar Zgypr, and declared 
by their ſubmiſionto Teſeph that they had truly repented, beſides in 
[their behaviour to Joſeph betore they knew him, they ſhew lowlineſſe 
and good diſcretion. So in one word they grew better and better as 
| fruits by time grow ripe and mellow, and art laſt unfainedly repented 
 andallturned godly men. 


, would be carcfull now in your more ſtayed time to be truly peni- 
tent and become truly godly, There is a kinde of amendment by 
age which is not ſufficient to ſalvation, though it ſomething reco- 
|ver the credit, Ir is to lay afide the praQtiſy, of ones groſſer faults, 
'and to frame to a civill carriage and ro a creditable behaviour, 
'rhough ſtill the heart remaine vaine and earthly, and bee nor 
| humbled ducly by the fight of theſe faults which were formerly 
committed. Such a kinde of morall amendment is better then 
'none, bur I pray you that be old, doe not fatisfic your ſelves 
with thar, but. mend throughout. Sce and lament your bad- 
neſſe as well as your bad lives, lament and bewaile in ſecret and 
trequently the former diſorders, Be baſe in your owne eyes be- 
(caule of them, and labour to get them pardoned, and your cor- 
rupt natures healed, and to ſhine in piety and holineſſe and all 
oodneſſe fo much the more by how mnch your youth was more 

nnefull. All you thar have beene grievous finners in youth take | 
this counſell, learne this leſſon of 7acobs ſonnes. 

And you young men that have too too much broken. forth, O 
ts. our ſelves to racke betime, and begin to amend betime. 
Let your Parents have the happinefle to ſee you reformed in their 
life time, ro behold your change, that they may rejoyce in your 
reformation, and blefle God for his goodneſſe in hearing their 
prayers and granting their deſires, and you may cauſe them to live 
ſo much longer and more cheerefully, by ſeeing ſo happy and 
defireable a fight. It will add a new youth to an aged Parent, 
if he may ſee his much offending children returned quite backe to | 
the waics of God and goodneſſe, mo't comfortably will they leave 
carth and goe to Heaven when they leave their children in ſuch 
plight as they may hope to meere them there ar laſt. 

Bur let us looke into the benefits -which the Lord beſtowed up- 


"I 


on them. | 

Firſt, they had a godly Father and Progenitors and were them- 
ſelves members, yea and pillars of the Church of God, of them 
came a' moſt populous and flouriſhing nation, in whom the viſible 


did lic in darknefle. 
A greater mercy then this the world cannot have, to be the 
M—_ of God to have the Church continue in a mans poſterity, 


be 
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3. Their be- 
nefits. 

i. They had 2 
godiy Father | 
and themſelves 
were pillers of 
the _ rrue 
Church, 
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this is afingular favour, and God pleaſed to take all theſe ſonnes 
andto make them hcires of his promiſe; 7/aac had but two ſonnes, 
Lacob and Eſav, God tooke Iacob and refuled Eſav, Abraham had 
bur two ſonnes, God caſt out 1/hmaet and gave the bleſſing and | 
promiſe to one alone even to Iſaac; but ſee the great favour 
{hewed to all theſe, they be all raken into the Chutch, all partake 
of the bleſſing, all are made heires of the Ro If we confi- 
der their carriage, 1ſhwael never committed ſo great and mon. 
ſtrous a fault againſt the ſecond Table as Iudah, for he never fell 
into inceſt, but hee ſcorned 1ſaar. Eſau never did ſo foule a fault as | 
Simeon and. Levi; but he deſpiſed his. birth-right and hated 74cob, 
So God did not take theſe for their goodnefſe, but of his mercy, 
though they were of rude carriage hee ſuffered them nat to deſpiſe 
and contemne the truth and ſo ſtill keptthem within the Church. Fur- 
thermore, foure of theſe were borne of hand-maidens as well as 
| Iſhmael, and yer the Lord rejeted them not. This is the firſt 
| benefir, we mult learne to cſteeme it a choice mercy that God 
vouchſafeth us theſime, in making us members of his Church, and 
in planting the true Church amonglt us. 
—_ = Further, God ſaved them all from a great danger, over-awing 
\ erear danger.) THE Canganites that they did not purſue and deſtroy them for thar 
| inſolency they ſhewed at Shechers, 
| It is a great mercy it God repreſle the"wrath of men towards 
any, ſo that when they have both provocation and power, yer 
they be reſtrained from taking vengeance; God hath the hearts of 
men in his hand and can if he pleaſcth and often doth over-rule and 
over-awe themin this manner. 
Thirdly, they had riches and wealth in abundance, this is a com- 
| mon benefit, learne notto over-cſteeme it nor abuſe it,and be conkfi- 
' dent that if we feare God, he will nor denie us neceſlaries, 
4 Toſeph wg Laſtly, they had a good friend ſent downe to Egypt to provide 
neaemin | for them, that heir families and themſelves might nor periſh byfa. 
" | mine, and he forgetting all their cruelty and injuſtice tooke care of 
them and their children, comforting and ſuccouring and countenan- 
cing them even afier their Father was dead, fo thatthey lived moſt 
comfortably during his life. This is a molt remarkeable favour,that 
God provides long before for the helping of his people out of di- 
ſtrcſſe, and that by ſuch waies as they could never gueſſe, of 2d-} 
vancing ſuch perſons, as they did leaſt conceive ſhould be helpfull 
tothem, and inclining their hearts to doe them good, of whom 
| they covld leaſt expeR kindnefſe, Bur ſee the folly of man that 
is often bitter againſt thoſe things, by which God intends their 
| great welfare, as Toſephs Brethren againſt his preferment, without 
| | which they had periſhed, 
Their cr8lle5, Now fortheir croſſes we reade of few, they were in danger from 
| | Eſau when they were children, yet not ſo young but that they had 
; {ome ſence of ir, but that was ſoone aver and p were un the 
eter 


2-They had |} 
{tore of riches 
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| better forit. They were in danger at Shechem, but that they conſi- 
| 
| 


|dered not of, and God ſaved them afore they were aware. But 
the famine pinched them and their family, andrtheir rough handling 
in Zgypt cruſhed them,ſo that they were tamed with irtand through- 


ly brought to repentance. Ir is a great goodneſle of our heavenly 
Pather to heale the ſoules of his people by fatherly chaſtize- 
{ments and by blowes to leade them to repentance. 


rough uſage, and ether like croſſes, ' but ſpecially wee muſt beſeech 
| him chat what croſſes hee ſees fir to inflit, may bee ſanRified 
unto us to bring us to repentance, to revive in us the remem- 
| brance of ſinnes paſt, and humble our hearts for them ; 
| farre better is it to have medicinable croſles 
then to live at caſe without 


crolles, 
*% * 
= 


We mult be thankefull ro God for our cſcaping of famine, | 


| 
37. 
1.1a danger 
from Eſau 
when children 
2.1n danger 
at Sbechem. 
3-Felc a famine 
and were 
roughly hand- 
led by 1eſeph. 
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\ 24 Omewhat muſt be ſpoken of 7acobs ſonnes in ſe- 
d/& verall, ſo many of them as the Scripture ſets 
forth unto us in reſpeRt of any ſpeciall thing 
»p done by them. Theſe are Rewben, Simeon, Lewr, 
Indah, Toſeph. 

Firſt for Reybes, wee note his bad deeds, his 
good deeds, his croſſes and benefits. 

Firſt for his bad deeds. Beſides what was com- 


mon with the reſt, He committed inceſt with his Fathers Concu- 


Renhon, 


1, His faults. 
Gcenu3F,22» 
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ted inceſt with 
his Fathers 
Concubine, 
Inceſt is 2 
great lig, 


1 Cor.s, 
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| 140 Gen. The Example of CnaP.g, &c| 
| He commie- bil | 


1.He commic. bine, Bilhah the maide-ſervant of Rachel, whom 7acoeb had taken to 


himſclfe at the inſtance of his wife, her Reuben defied. 
Inceſt is a great ſinne, it defileth the Fathers bed, itis a wrong 
to himſclfe and the party with whom hee offendeth as any fingein 


that kinde, and it is much againſt nature ſhewing a moſt violent 
and brutiſh rage of luſt, treading downe all conſiderations even of 
the lawes and rules of nature it ſelfe, in diſcovering the Farhers na- 
kedneſſe, and wronging ſo deare aperſon in fo high a degree, and 
in athing ſo necre unto him. Paul ſpeaketh of-it as of athing not 
ſo much as named among the Heathen, and was greatly grieved 
that it was committed and not duely puniſhed among the Corinths, 
Abſalom committed it with an high hand and extreame wilfull- 
neſſe and preſumption, even upon ten of his Fathers Concubines| 


one after another, and that openly and of purpoſe to vexc his Fa- 


\ {ther and make the jarre betwixt them irreconcileable, the law plaine- 


ly forbad ir. 


Now how comes it to paſſe that men runinto ſuch groſle ſins? 
Anſwer, Firſt, God pleaſeth to leave men unto themſelves and 
permit their breaking forth into ſuch horrible crimes, to make the 
wickedneſſe of mans heart knowne, to humble the offendours and 
make way for the demonſtration of his mercy, or elſe to ſhew his 
| juſtice in puniſhing one finne with another, and in puniſhing all at 
laſt with much ſeverity, and ro warne others by the example of 
the offenders, and thereforc this Gods permiſſion is not to be blamed 
or murmured at : for he is ready to forgive ſuch enormous cvills to 
the penitent, as he did alſo pardon Rewbey, | 
Againe, the Divell out of the filthineſſe of his owne nature and his 
moſt.outragiqus' wickednefle and deadly hatred of God and man, is 
|ready to thruſt men out even into ſuchabhominations, becauſe the grea- 
ter the offence the more it diſhonours God, and hurrs the ſoule, name, 
and all of the offenders, which he delightcth in,angd he hopes by one 
| bad example to draw others tothe like cvill, and ſo to doc moremil- 
'chicte rogmankinde. p \ 
| And for man, his corruptions are very ſtrong, and there is little or 
No feare of God before his eyes, wherefore by degrees he will 
| waxe extreamely wicked, and runne- into ctires againſt the very 
light of nature : for when any thing begins fo corrupt it 
doth grow worſe and worſe, till it come to extremity z be- 
cauſe jt is akinde of cafie motion to'goc from bad to worſe, and 
eſpecially iris ſo'in this corruption of the ſoule, becauſe cyery finne 
addes blindneſſe and hardneſle to the minde and heart, and ſo cauſeth 
the ſinnes toſeeme farreleſſe vileand miſchicvous then they be, be- 
ſides all finnes doe flatter with a kinde of carnall and ſenſuall content, 
and ſo carry away the fancie and paſſions, and by them alſo the will 
togive conſent and to a the wickedeſt things. 
Weemulſt learne firſtto ſee our vile nature and to feare and looke 
way ſelycs, ſtriving againſt leſle ſinnes; that we may not be delive. | 
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red over to greater through Gods juſtice and the ſtrength of our 
laſts, yea to repent of lefſer finnes and ſtrive to get them par- | ", 
doned and healed, and to cry carneſtly ro God that he would 
keepe us, ſeeing alas wee be ſorry and fimple keepers of our | 
ſelves,thus we may eſcape groſlcrevills: we muſt not therfore bragge, | 
and cenſure, and preſume, but know our owne nature, pittis others |' 
and heedfully watch over our ſelves. | 

Againe, we are to be greatly thankfull to God for keeping us from 
ſuch notorious vices, for ſuch is his goodneſle that he reſtraines the | 
greater number from ſuch crimes, becauſe he will not have humane 
locietiecs roo much diſordered and polluted, to haſten his vengeance 
on the world, this reſtraint is a favour deſerving thankes. O how of: | 
ren hath Godinthe time of our unregeneracic held us off from | 
moſt foule evills that wee would have committed. Let us mag. | 
nifie God therefore ,and not lift up our ſelves for ſuch preſerva- | 
tion, 

And if any have committed ſuch vile finnes, let them be much | 
' humbled and make haſt to repent , knowing the goodneſle | 
'of God whoif we caſt downe our ſelves, is ready to pardon ſuch | 
finnes and ſinners. Benothardened, grow not impudent in finning, ' 
neither ſeeke to extenuate great finnes, but labourto be greatly aſha- | 
| med of them, ſorrowfull for them, and carneſtly ſue for grace to | 
heale your naturesg and willingly confeſſe them before God, if | 
they breake our ſo as to proovefcandalous before men allo. | 

Now ſee Reubens particular good deeds. | 2. His yertues, 
| Firſt, he turned his Brethren from their purpoſe of killing 7oſeph, | 1-He witly 
not by carneſt oppoſition which would rather have exaſperated them CON 
[and haſtened the execution of their evill plot, but by a kinde ofar- | killing of 286 
tifitiall diſcreet and gentle way diſſwading from the unnarurall- /#* 
neſſe, ſeeing hee was their Brother and propounding a way lefſe un- 
naturall in it ſcife ro ſeeme too, and yer not lefſe fit for their pur- 
poſe, kill him zot with your hands, but caſt him into a pit and let him 
ſtarve there. His meaning was not to ler him periſh, but he knew 
that hee could not by force take him out of their hands now, 
yet he had good hope ſecretly and intheir abſence to pull him out 
of the pit anddcliver him ſafe ro his Father. 
| You ſec here reſpe& to his Brother mixed with tender love to his 
Father alſo, whoſe affeion to Teſeph hee well knew and could not 
but foreſce that which fell ont afrer, how moſt heavily and indeed 
over-heavily he would take the loſſe of feph. So a good Brother 
ſhould pirtic his Brother, being a man fit to be pitried and fave 
him from wrovg.A good ſonne ſhould pity his Father and Parents, 
and ſtrive to prevert the things that will be grievous ro them. Eſpe- 
cially the more any man hath once finned againſt his Parent as Rew- 
ben had, the more carcfull hee ſhould be as it were to make a- 
mends for his former wickedneſle, by ſecking to doe them good the 


more afterwards. | | 
And 
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2. He was ful- 
ly minded to 
reſtore 7oſeph 
to his Father 
agune, 


3 He grieved 
ro fee his 
hopes diſap- 
poinred, and 
Toſepb taken 
out of the pit, 
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And in oppofing our ſclves to evill counſell and deeds, we ſhould 
learne of Reuben to uſe wiſedome and prudence, and when wee 
want power to doe a good thing openly, dircQly and by ſtrong 
hand, then to doe it artificially and indirectly and under hand, pro. 
| pounding to the contrivers of ſuch counſell ſome other way leſſe 
evill, which wee may be able to croſſe more cafily. Ir is not a 
fault to ſeeme to yecld to ſome ſmaller fault with a purpoſe and 
reſolution of preventing the whole matter, by making a ſhew of 
yeeldance to ſome degree or part of it, and here you ſee ſome ap. 
pearance of evill is not to be difliked, as Salomon alſo ſeemed to 
intend the dividing of the living childe, for the finding out of the 
| Tru Mother. When for alittle ſpace a man onely ſeemes toallow 
a faulr, that ſhortly after hee may the better manifeſt his diſlike by 
| effeRing ſome good, this is not to doe evill that good may corhe 
of it,but rodoe good in a prudent manner.Let us take care to hinder 
| other mens faults and to doe it wiſcly, that over-carneltncſſe maynot 
hinder our ſucceſle, 

Secondly, as he ſoughrto prevent his death and hurt, ſo was he fully 
minded to reſtore him to his Father againe, 

| Sowe muſt intend and fecke out fir meanes of bringing our inten- 
| tions about to do good unto thoſe men whom we {o cauſclefly purſued 
by ill men and toſerthem in ſafety and proſperity eſpecially to thoſe 
that are ncere unto us, and when wee may bring#® comfort alſo to 
| others by procuring the ſafety of ſuch as arc deare to them, as 7s. 
dah after would have beene a bond-man to Joſeph in Benjemins 
ſtead, thar he might ſend him home in ſafety which would have 
beens lefſe +5 his Fathers griete, becauſe he was more able to looſe 
Indah then Benjamin, When ſuch caſes fall out, we muſttake fir op- 
ortunitiesof doing good. _ 
Laſtly, it gricved Reuben exceedingly when he found his hopes 
diſappointed and ſaw Jojeph taken out of the pit, for then though he 
did not know what they had done with him, yer he conjeQured that 
it was not for good that they had remooved him,and therfore he rends 
his cloathes,ſaying inadolefull complaint, the Lad is not yonder, and I 
whither ſhall 7 goc? He could not thinke I ſuppoſe of incurring his Fa- 
'thers anger for nor preſerving Toſeph, for he might well enough con- 
| ceive thatthe marrer ſhould never cometo his Fathers knowledge, but 
| forrow for his former fault by which he had grieved him very much, 
made him exceedingly heavie,that now a new crofle ſhould fall out to 
poore Tacob, which He knew would cruth him much more thenhis faule 
had done. So rhar-conſciouſneſſe and perfitent ſorrow for his former 
 evill,nadehimmuich more loving now to his Father, much more de- | 
firous to prevent his griefe, and much more diſcontented and trou- 
| bled when he fond himſclfe prevented of the thing hedeſired, 

All men muſt learne tobe-grieved if any occaſion fall our againſt 
their wills and knowledge, by which they be hindred from doing } 
ſuch good as they intended, Indeed it can hardly be thought, chat 
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one did ſeriouſly purpoſe to croſle an evill plor, if thething being of 


it. 

But the matter which I would moſt cammend to the imitation ! 

of children is-this: The more they have by their offences' grieved 
their Parents already, the more carefull they muſt bee to ſhew 
their love and reſpe& unto them afterwards by all meanes, and to 
take heavily thoſe things which they know will grieve them. 
But moſt wicked and impenitent and gracelcfſe muſt they be coun- 
ted thar ſtill adde wrong to wrong, and perſiſt in a continuall ; 
courſe of vexing and tormenting their Parents hearts by their miſ- 
| demeanours, breaking forth till moreand mor | 
| Further RKenben did a good worke when hee ſought to remooye | 4 He feuzhero 
his Father trom his ſtiffcneſle in reſolving not to ſend Benjamin to | (gu 
A&zypt, and if it were poſſible ro winne him to that which was ſo ; tines tn re- 
behoovefull for them all; yea and doing it with much carneſt- favs £9 ene 
nefſe too, ſaying, Slay my Sonnes if I bring him not to thez_- | Made. - TY 
azaine;, hee did not meane to expoſe his Sonnes to the danger | 
'of death by his Fathers anq their Grand-fathers hand ; for hee 
'knew him to bee a farre more loving Grand-father, then that | 
'hee could finde in his heart to take ſuch a fruitleſſe and boot:- | 
leſſe revenge, but his meaning, is to deale moſt cffeually with * 
'his Father, ro perſwade him to a needefull thing and dilſwadc | 
'him frem an harmefull peremptorineſſe} as much as if hee had | 
told him, that hee would uſe as much care and diligence for | 
Benjamins preſervation, as ifthe life of his two ſons did Iye ar ſtake for | 
him. 
| It is a good thing even very vehemently to ſtrive ro remoove | 
our friends from ill and unreaſonable reſolutions, and this may 
well bee done even to. Parents and Governours, ſo that ſtill wee 
obſerve ſuch a manner as may not diſcover any diſ-regarding or 
lleighting of them. Let no man therefore abſtaine from doing ſuch 
ja good office to his Governour though it ſceme nor ſo pleaſing for 
the rime, for at the laſt it ſhall ſo commend ir ſelfe to him that 
finds the benefit of ic, as that diſlike will bee turned into favour, 
' onely {o that an over-rough manner of doing doe not adde to the 
| bitrernefſe of the thing, as it did in 7946 when he perſwaded Da- 
|v44to go our and ſpeak unto-his ſervams. 
{ And let nor Governours bee offended with their Inferiours for 
taking upon them ſo farre, It is no tranſgreſſion of duty, even car- 
'neſtly ſtrive to diſſwade qr perſwade a Ruler in ſuch rhings. Tt 
is weakeneſſe enough in a Governour on ſuch an occaſion to ſay, 
nay » but ro chate and bee angry is a double fault, wee 
finde noe ſuch diſtemper in Jacob, This is the good of Rev. 
ben, His crofles, 

His afflitions, ſo farre as is recorded, were not many, indeed |His Father 
none but what was common with his other Bretheren, except we | minded im of 


; his inceſt on his 
may death-bed. 
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weight, he be not ſeriouſly troubled, that he is diſabled from croſſing | 
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may count thar a croſſe, that hee was ſuffred to finne fo farre, 
and Coubtlefſe it was a corrafive to him all his dayes after, and 
that his fore-mentioned gricte, as it was in ſome ſence an a of: 
vertue, ſo it was a{uffcring ot evill, Forto be grieved for ſome miſery 
like to betall our friends 15a great miſcry to him that ſo grieverh, 

Bur one croſſe hee had, that his Father did minde 
him of his fault on his death-bed before all his bretheren, and 
did then and there diſ-inherit him, he tooke it well, and made no 
angry reply. | 

It is an afflition to bee dil-inherited or otherwiſe deprived of | 
any benefit which cle wee ſhould have had; becauſe of our finnes : | 
And wee muſt learne when ſuch a croſſe is laid uper us, to beare 
it quietly and fruitfiflly roo, I mcane fo as nor to breake forth in | 
anger and diſcontent againſt him that do:h withdraw ſuch things , 
from us, nor yc to paſle it over fleightly and careleſly as not re- 
garding the hand of God, but to accept it as a juſt puniſhment of 
ourfaults, and make it a meanes of renewing and increafing our Repen- 
tance. 

Of rhe benefits of Rewbex beſides the common, we read of his 
fruitfullncſſe, for hee had divers fonnes when they went downe to 
Agypt, and ſo hee made one of the twelve Tribes. Wee have} 
|nored this mercy afore in others; let us take heed that the com-' 
monneſſe of this mercy make us not diſvalew it. A benefit is no 
| whit lefle to be eftecmeds becauſe the Lord youchſaterth ro com- 
municate itto many, and it is nothing bur ourtolly that takes occaſion 
ro fleight ſuch favours. 


Simeon and Le Now I come to Sizrand Levi, we have thcir ſpeciall fin and the 
vi their ſinne puniſhment of it noted, 
donde, { Theſinne is double, Firſt, They were the Actors of that blou- 
1- Thc murder | k - ; 
of the Siche. dy and ragefull murder and ſpoyle committed on the Sichemites, 
mites. \in killing Hamer, Shechem and all the Males. They drew their 
| ſ\mords and went in boldly on the third diy when all were ſore, and 
flew all the men they met withall, 7acob doth curſe their rage and anger, 
; and doth abominate the ſame. 
/ Ir is a grievous finne to kill men in a wrathfullpaſhon, without 
juſt warrant and calling from God, indeed to kill one particu- 


| 
24. His benefirs 


hee had vwivers 
ſons. 


— 


| Magiſtratetocur of the ſinner, how much more to fill ones hands with 
| blond, and killas here a whole city or rowne, 

Murder is a Murder is a finne againſt the light of Scripture and of Nature, 

great inne. | againſt the Lawes of GOD and every well ordered Common- 
| weale, a grofle ſinne and palpable, a miſchievous finne, wrong- 
| ing the Perſon murdered in his life, the pretiouſeſt thing hee hath, | 
| with an irrecoverable wrong, wronging his Friends, wronging the 
| Common-weale, and wronging GOD extreamely in preſumptuous 
Iucroching upon his prerogative,.to be the taker as hee hath beenethe | 


giver of life. 
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O be thankfull 'to the living God, that hee hath kept you from | 
| chis red and crimſon finne, eſpecially if any have beene fo inflamed 
with rage as once David, that he- hath even defired, and rcfolved, 
and intended, and attempted to commit murder, as it fell out to Da- 
vid, and he hath kept him from ir, either by preventingthe occaſion, | 
or ſome counſell comming berwixt, or ſome diverting of the blow | 
or the like, O let him be thankfull that he hath eſcaped the fact of | 
murder, as well as be humble, that he hath deſired ro commir the | 
faulr. Wee muſt nor aſcribe to our ſelves tae 1ummunity trom grofſe | 
ſinnes, and pleaſe our ſelves in our eſtate becauſe of ir, but we muſt | 
give God the glory, and loath and abafe our ſelves and our bad 
nature, that ſhould fall into them if wee were left to our ſelves, 
chiefcly if nothing have ſtopped us from them but want of op- | 
portunity. 

And now ever mortifie anger and wrath, and revengefull boyling 
of heart, for he that nouriſheth wrath, malice, envic in his ſpirit 
' within, ſhall arlaſt be carried away ſo farre with that inward diſtem- 
per, that if occaſion offer it ſclfe, he ſhall ame forth into the groſle 
at of murder. All corruprious being fed in the heart within, doe 
gather ſuch ſtrength, that if there be firnefſe of occaſion they will 
breake out indeed : O bring not your {elves into-ſuch a temper, 
that the Divell ſhall have you in readineſſe ro make murderers 
of, if ever hee can fit you with time and place and other circum- 
ſtances. 

Beware of blouds, beware of blouds, this finne teares the con- 
ſcience in an hundred pecces when once it is made ſenfible, This 
ſinne leaves a deepe ſtaine, it begets grievous: horrors, and makes 
the ſoule ſtill fiarce in pronouncing evill againſt it, after it hath beene 
fierce in doing ſo great anevill unto others. Pray to God to preſerve 
you from it, and getmeeke, gentle, quiet, patient ſpirits, which may 
| _ you from being provoked with wrongs. 

nd if any of you have tranſgreſſed in this kinde, though not in ſo 
high a degree, let the example of thele two incourage him to repent, 
and make him flic to the throne of grace, that God would worke in 
him true repentance, and both pardon and healehim. You ſee two 
young men here drowned in ariver of bloud, moft innocent bloud, 
by them moſt cauſeleſly and groundlefly ſpile, you ſee them yet par- 
 doned. Nay they were ſtained with their brothers bloud, whom 
| they conſented to kill, and actually fould for a ſlave, and yet they 
| be pardoned. ' Runne to God, hee can pardon many murders as 
; well as one angry word, and will doe it if you ſubmit and convert, 
| He that judgeth himſelfe tor his finnes paſt, reſolving thoroughly by 
Gods helpe to reforme his heart and life, and takes boldneſle to aske 
remiſſion and ſancification at Gods hand in Chriſts name, ſhall 
bepardoned, although the guilt ofthe bloud of God the ſondid ſticke 
to his fingers. 


| 


But another fault they committed, when their Father in the bit- | 
2: Sa rterneſle | 


| 
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eerneſle of his ſoule and his great feares told them of their fault and 
their danger, they ſhewed no repentance, no feare at all either of 
Godor men, but returned him a ſurly kinde of fooliſhexcuſe, ſaying, 
ſhould he abuſe our ſiſter as 4 whore. If you frame this anſwer into a due 

forme of reaſoning, and apply it to the juſtifying of their murder, 

forto thar purpoſe they alledged ir, it muſt runne thus. If any man 
wrong us notoriouſly wee may and will kill him, and there is no cauſe 

of reprchending us, but hee hath done ſo, for he hath abuſed our 

fiſter as an whore, wherefore we doe not deſerve to be reprooved 

for killing them. Firſt if they had flaine onelythe raviſher, it might 
|leeme ro have beene juſtified by this reaſon had it beene good, bur 
Hamor and the other Citizens knew nothing of this abuſe, ar leaſt | 
they were not guilty of it, none of them had abuſedtheirfiſter. Se. 
condly, who ever made this law, that a man greatly wronged ſhould 
kill him from whom he had reccived wrong; fo their reaſon is naught, 
| and if it were good, yet would it not reach farre enough to juſtifietheir 
| deedes, 
| Here we have two faults, to anſwertheir Father ſurlily,and impeni- 
rently juſtifying the faulr in a kinde of angry mutrering 3t the re. 
proofe; this is acommon fault amongſt inferiours, if they be repre- 
hended, they goe away grumbling ſome ſorry excuſes or other being 
angry within, and ſhewing it as farre as well they dare by mumbling 
out ſome fond words, ſo as they cannot be diſtintly heard. This is 
a kinde of replying to Governours avd is a finne, ſhewing thatthere 
is no ſparke of true repentance for the fault, at leaft thar then that 
ſparke is even raked up. Butif after the heate of paſſion that carried 
one to commit the faulr, a man be told mildly of his fault, and then |. 
mumble our ſuch fooliſh excuſes, ſure he is not penitent, and in very 
deede ſuch murterers would have their mouthes ſtopped and ſtomacke 
taken downe with ſmart and blowes. This ſhewes a ſleighting of 
the Governour as well as not repenting of the fault, I pray you in- 
feriours now you are quiet, conſider how undecent athing itis, and 
how ill beſeeming your places 2 that you may blame it in your (cl. 
| ves, and condemne it for the future, and ſecke to get it pardoned, 

And now learne to doe better, give ſuch an anſwer as theſe young 
youthes ſhould have done but did not, that is, confeſſe your offen- 
ces, humble your ſelves, reſolve upon, and unfaignedly promiſe 
amendment, and pacifie the anger at once of God, your Gover- 
nours, and your owne conſciences. 

And ſee in them a ſecond fault in this on anſwer, a bearing out 
of themſelves in their finnes without feare, ſhame or remorſe, and 
that upon ſo fond a pretext as this, that they had reccived a wrong} 
firſt, To continue heardned in a finne, ſuch a finne, not to be ablci 
to ſec the hatefulneſſe of ir, not to feele the weightineſle of ir, not 
to feare the juſt judgements of God and duc puniſhments of men, but 
in ſteede of ſorrow to ſhew ſtiffeneſle, as much as to ſay, if it were to 
| doc againe would docit, and I am nor ſorry that I have done it, this 

is 


| 
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is 2 great badneſſe, and to beare ones ſelfe thus in finne upon meere 
falſe conceirs, that haveno probability of truth inthem, argues a moſt | 
blinde minde and a ſtupid conſcience, and makes the finne much | 
more offenſive to God, as tuewing that the mind is not carried ro 
finne on aſuddaine temptation, bur gives it ſelfe to ſinne out of the | 

lace it hath given to the belcefe of falſe principles, as theſe hadcon- | 
cluded with themſclves, that it was reaſon to kill him that abuſed their | 
fi'ter, and therefore deliberately had reſolved to doe it, Let us take | 
heede ro our ſ{clves, that we be not thus hardened by the deceitfulnes 
of ſinning. : 


of it by 1acob, and had not thar part of the birth-right ſetled upon | 3 
chem though the next in age that Rewben had forfeited, but were | of the 


and meaneft tribes, not fit either to command and rule, or clſe to | 
have the double portion, becauſe of their ſmall number. God did 
afterwardturne this to Levito a bleſſing, but in ir ſelfe it was apuniſh- | 
ment. God canſeth rhat for murder and ſuch inſolencies toward the | 
| Father, the whole poſterity after them doth fare the worſe in catthly | 
things for their fault, and juſt it is that he ſhould doe ſo, for hee 
lookes upon Parent and childeren, as upon rooteand branch, making | 
but one common bodie where cach is a part, and therefore in ſmi- 
ting the roote doth bring miſery upon the branches too, and contra- 
rily. Oletus take upthis argument to fortifie our reſolutions againſt 
finne, ſhunne carneſtly the doing of thoſe evils which may provoke 
God to ſcatter and diſperſethine ofspring after thee. 


death too, how long he lived and then he died, Zxed.6.15. that heli- 
ved 137.yeares. 

Now of 1udahin ſeverall,confider his faults and vertues,benefits and | {#4 
croſles. 


of Toſeph and the reſt, Firlt, thar he ſeperated himſelfe from his Fa- | pathers 
thers houſe, and went and lived with a certaine Cananite called an 
cAdullamite, becauſe he lived neere a place called _Adsllam, and 
out of I know not what occaſion, there grew agreat and inward friend 
with him. This was to get out of Gods bleſiing into the warme ſunnc, 
to leaye the family of Tacob,and rable with Hiram, this was ro excom- 
municate himſelfe our of the Church what in him lay, and to bid adue | 
ro God and 41l his ſpirituall bleſſings. | 
It muſt be noted as agreat fault, for any worldly reſpe& whatſoc- 
Pon voluntarily to transplant a mans ſelfe our of the vifible Church 
into a profane and unhallowed place where the Church is not. There 
where you have Gods Word, Gods Sacraments, Gods Name and 
Gods people, and finde your ſelves ſpiritually edified, there abide 
though it be with ſome inconveniences to your eſtate, and be wil- 
ling rather to ſuffer ourward dammage theninward, ſhew more _ 
Nn2 of| 
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Now the puniſhment of this finne is this, that they were minded | Their puniſh 
| They loft part 
ſcattered and divided in ye and made to be two of the ſmalleſt | birth-right, 


And ſo much of Simeon and Levr, onely we havemention of Levies | Levies death, 


His faults were theſe beſides what was common in the matter of — = 


houſe, 
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| of gaodneſſe then 1wdah did when he was a prophane young man, 
| After youſee he returned hometo his Fathers houſe;it had beene better 
| not to have departed thenceat all, 

2, He was led A ſecondfault, being there he is led by his eye to marry a Canan;ti 


RLartl we, 


by us eye 1 Woman. It is likely without conſent or privity of his old "Aker | 


it is ſcarce like he would goc to him to aske counſcll, whole family he 
had forſaken. 
Beware young men of crring with Iudah, and marrying your ſelyes 
'ro prophane and idolatrous perſons of your owne heads for ſiniſter 
re{petts, leaſt the Lord puniſh you as he did 1nd. The youth of 
Indah doth a little excuſe, for he was very young when he had his 
' firſt childe, as appeares, becauſe his childe by Tamar viz. Pharez, 
had two ſonnes ar the time of their going downe to Fgypt, when 
 Toſeph was but 39.yceares, for he was 3o. beforethe yeares of famine 
came when he ſtood before Pharavh, and there had beene 7. yeares 
of plenty paſt after his preferment and two of famine. Now Tudah 
' was 1acobs fourth fonne, borne about the fourth or fifth yeare of his 
being in Paden, and Joſeph the laſt borne there about the 14. yeare, 
| ſo there was ſome 10.ycares {pace berwixt that, therefore 1oſeph be. 
ing 39. hecould be at moſt but 49. Tamar by whom he had Phaxez, 
| was married to two of his ſonnes and ſtaied till the third was marrige. 
| | able, thar could not be lefle then ſome 18.0r 19 yeares, and Pharez 
| could not be thought to have two ſonnes, bur that he muſt be ſome 
[18.0r 19. ycares, which make ſome 32.at leaſt, therefore In4ah when 
| he married muſt be no more then ſome 18. or 19.yeares. His youth 
therefore I fay extenuates his fault, bur let none of your ages be ble- | 
miſhed with ſuch a fault, as was too blameworthy even inthe greene. 
neſſe of his youth, 
He —_—_— Thirdly he ſinned in committing as he thought whoredome with 
his dab... a profeſſed harlot, but it was indeede inceſt with his daughter in Jaw, 
law, * who of purpoſe lay to intice him inthe habit of a harlot, by the way 
where ſhee knew he muſt goe 3 This is a filthinefle, that aman ſhould 
ſuffer himſelfe to be ſo farre inflaved to luſt after a disguiſed harlot 
by the way, as to ſolicit her, and hire her, and abuſe her. He was 
at that time a widdower, and the time of mourning for his wite was 
paſt, andnow he made no great conſcience of ſingle whoredome, bur 


Hebz 4, | God will judge whoremongers, and whoremongers ſhall not inherit Gods | 


: Cor.6,9. | kingdome, 
| Itthere beany amongſt youas bad as Indah, that makes little con- 
ſcience of avoiding whoredome it he may doe it cloſely and with- 
, out knowledge, and hath abuſed his wealth to hire an objed for his 
unlawfull Iuſtto worke upon, he muſt ſee his fault in 7#da/ and repent 
, of it. 
| And you muſt all be cxhorted to arme your ſelves with a reſolu- 
tion of flying fornication, and of watching over your ſelves, and fo 
carefully reſiſting the firſt motions to evill, that you may not be ſo 
cafily drawne away and enticed. And ſuch as God hath madeofa 


bm 
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better temper, then that ſuch an objcR would ſo ſoone intangle! 


in preventing them from ſuch evills, and take heed to themſelves 
that they allow not others as bad, revenge, quarrelling, drunken: | 
neſſe,deceit or the like. | 
Another fault of Indah was, that he diſembicd with his daugh- | 4.He d:fem- 
| . : . Tg Pa daugetcr 1n 
it ſhee would ſtay a little till hee was growne vp, but never meant | Law. 
to performe it, nor did not goe about to accompliſh the marriage , 
when the young man was growne up, which cauſed her to thinke | 
of a ſharpe and lewd revenge, even to draw him to doe that un- | 
lawfully which his ſonne ſhould have done lawfully, raiſe up ſeed | 
to his brother, acuſtome which wezs then in uſc amongſt them TI} 
know not on what ground, but it ſceracs to be from God, becauſe | 
he did eſtabliſh ir by Moſes Law aftcr, | 
You muſt learne to take heede of counterfeiting and deceiving, ; 
making promiſes alone for ſhifts and delaies which you minde never 
'ro performe, but alone to ſerve a preſent turne eſpecially in marrers 
'of foie weight. This is flat Iying for to ſpeake otherwiſe then 
[my meaning 15, togoe againſt the minde and ro utter falſchood of 
{et purpoſe, as much as any other made lie can be thought ro be, 
{yet nothing more common then this, men for anadyantage will pro- 
miſe and {ay any thing which they never meane or thinke to make 
good, how can hee ſay hee is a true 7ſraelite in whom there is fo. 
: much guile : How can hee ſay that hee ſpeakes the truth thats in | 
q his heart 2 yee falſe promiſing double tongued men, ſee how you | 
| be diſhoneſt and unjuſt, and falſe men, and learne to bewaile and | 
, amend this wickednefſe. Now promiſe nothing but what youfully | 
intend, and know that upon good reaſon you may intend to petr- | 
forme, and when the promiſe is made, give it ſcaſonable accom. | 
pliſhment. . Wee muſtreade Stories and Scriptures to ſeeand amend, 
[not to excuſe thelike faults in our ſelves. 
, But 74d4h ſhew'd a fault or two more in dealing with Tamar, ogy forgat 
{ | when her big belly ſhewed what ſhee had done, hee forgar his | gunned, 
| owne naughrinefſe and would have had her burnt, What autho- | & would have 
'rity he had in that place I know not, whether he had made him- | T_— 
\ſelfe a member of that towne of LAdullam, and had gotten to bea| 
|\Ruler, but ſhee was accordingly brought forth to be burnt, and | 
\then ſeeing the ſignes hee could not deny them, and then blames | 
himſclfe, and the ſentence of burning grew cold, becauſe both or 
{ ncither it ſeemes wereto be burnt. But before hee knew his owne | 
guiltineſſe, hee was glad ro have an occaſion of being rid of her, | 


that his fone Shelah might ſcape her, 

Loe what raſh cenſurers wee are like to be of other mens faults, 
and willing to have thens puniſhed, in the meane time forgetting 
our owne as great offences; Let us learne to be more moderate, and 

| \tohave the wiſedome to looke upon our owne offences before they 


ter in Law, making her belceve ſhee ſhould have his ſonne Shelah, bled with his | 


them, and hath not intangled them, muſt acknowledge Gods favour | þ 4 
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| | |be brought to our mindes by ſuch tokens as made Iudah confeſle 
| his fault, 


6.Repentc . R : 
not _ | Againe, when 1#4h had committed whoredome, he goes his way 


whoredome, | NEVET xePpenting, but all his care is to redceme his pledge by ſen. | 
our fought r5 ding the kid, which cither was of lefle worth or at leaſt nor fo | 
pledge. apt to bewray him, and when the woman could not be found, and | 
that his fiend returned aſhamed to make fo infamous an inquiry, 
hee ſaid, let her take it leaft wee be langhed at, fo the {inne did not 
much moove him if he might eſcape the reproach, 
ir is thus with moſt men, ſuch a fleepic conſcience they have 
within them, that if they beare outthe fault with ſecrecy, they be 
not grieved for ir, onely reproach by having the buſincfle knowne 
would make them ftartle and be troubled ; O if any be ſo affet:d, 
| he ſhewcsrhat no feare of Godis before his eyes, 
' Let us labour ar leaſt to have ſo much truth of gooancſlc left in 
us, that if we ſhould fall into any grofſe ſinnc though never ſo ſec- 
cretly and without knowledge of it to any, yet we might be affe. 
Red with ſorrow in regard of the offence done to God, and fo fall 
'downe before him and lament ir, and confeſle it, and repent of it 
| before him, and renew our purpoſes of amendment and ve for par- 
| 'don and helpe, which till wee have done wee are not recovered out 
of the ſnarc of the Divcll, but ſhall be carricd into the ſame finne 
| 
| 


againe and againe, ſo often as he can preſent us with occaſions, He | 

that canlet finne goe lightly away if no naturall evill follow from 

| it, is cither deſtirure of all graces orhath his graces much abated and 
|infeebled by the prevailing of corruption. 

fo mqwini ety Hitherto of 1#dahs faults, now his particular good deeds, EY 

LH, ns Firſt, hereturnedar laſt ro his Fathers hovſe, and dwelt there with 

at laft co iis | his Brethren as amember of his Fathers family againe, when hee 

Fathers loſe.) made his returne I know nor, but that hce did it is moſt cer- 

\raine, 

| { If any have departed owt of the Church and ſociety of good men, | 

let him learne of Iudah to turne backe againe the better way, andro 

' come home to the place where God dwelleth. David was grieved, 

[that hee was forcibly driven out of Gods Inheritance, and wiſhed | 

| ,nothing more then that he might have liberty to dwell in Gods Ta- 

| | bernactes. Let us if we have baniſhed our {clves from ſuch habita- | 

[ 

| 


] 


tions be carcfull to returne with ſpeed from our voluntary wan ! 


| dring 
©” , . | 
| 3. He was | Secondly, Indab ſheyres himſelfe ſomewhat humbled for his finne | 
| Joinevvart | . 2 ' '. RN _ 
humbled (ar | with Tamar, for ſecing thetokens he had leit with her, and knowing | 
bis fine, | his faulr, hee confcfſeth his fault and faith, ſhee & more vich- | 
| | geozz5 then I, For Shelah was growne up and was not given uato 
| | her. 


| So muſt weedoe, if wee have ſinned and beene an occaſion of 
| others finnes, let us juſtifie them above our ſelves and con- 
| demne our ſelves more then them, and not bee poſſeſſed ſowith | 
_ : the 


| { 


' 
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the partiality of ſelfe-love, as ſtill ro ſtand in our owne light, 
| denying the tault or laying the blame upon another. True repen- 
| tance will be readyto blame it ſelte, buran impenitent heart is witty 
to caſtthe blame ſtill from it ſelfe uponanother. 

' Againe, itis ſaid, hee knew Tamar no more af:erwards, and wee | 
reade not of any other wife orchilde he had afterwards, to that he 
| forbare her becauſe ſhee was his davghter in Law, and forbare to 
take another wife voluntarily,it is like,in humilixion for this unbridicd 
tact he had committed. 

If any have finned in unlawfull deeds of this kinde, his care muſt 
be with 1u4ah tooffend ſo no more, and to be ſo buinbled with his 
former offence, thatthe conſideration of it may make himtemper him- | 
| ſelte for the future, 
| Further, 1udah carried himfſelfe well towards his Father, for hee | ;.yte carried 
' | was earneſt to get him fend Benjamin with them to the Governour in | bim{*lte w-ll 
| Egypt, and ar laſt prevailed by interpoſing his faithfull promiſe to | Fathes 
| briog him-backe againe, as youreade in the Story. Gen. 43+ 
| 'risagood thing inan [nferiour to turne away his Supertour from 
' ſiffenefle in an indifcreet purpoſe, and he hath performed a worthy 
office, that hath ſo farre prevailed with his ſupcriour for the good | 
of himſelfe and of others, wherefore doe this good deed with hum- | 
blencſle and diſcretion, as occaſion ſerycth. | 


faithfull keeping of his promiſe with 7aceb, in offering himſelfe to | !y kepr pro- 
be abondflave in Benjamins roome, whoſeabſence he knew would | 7 th his 
even kill his old Father, ſo that hee was content to take the pu- 
niſhment of anothers fault upon himſclfe, rather then falſify his word 
| of preſenting the Lad againe unto his Father. How was love and 
 fairhfullnefle joyned both in one a& ? 
| Wemuſtlearneto praRiſe even ſo, to love a Parent ſo, as if itbe 
| poſſible to prevent his griefe with our owne ſogreat a miſery as perpe- 
\ruall bondage during life. 
| How mucharethey toblame that occaſion their Parents miſery by | 
their wilfull finnes, and can well enough be content to ſee their | 
Parents goe mourning to the grave, even for their incorrigible | 
| naughtineſſe. Sure the affeAion of good children is farre other-. 
wiſe, | 
| And now children, havea loving pittic to your Parents, and frame 
your ſelves ratherto ſuffer any miſery then the ſight of your Parents pi- 
ning away in gricfe, eſpecially thenthe procuring of ir by your owne 
miſdemeanours. 

Againe, heſhzwed here great fidelity for having given his Word to | 
his Father, that he would bring Benjamin againeto him, he preferres 
the performing of his promiſe before his owne liberty, and would 
rather keepe his promiſe with his Fatherthen liveat home with him 
in freedome. . | 

Let uslearne toſhewthe like care in keeping our promiſes, evento | 
| Nnag doe / 


The laſt good deed of Inudah and moſt commendable, was his | 4.MHefaichful. 
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doe what wee have ſaid chiefcly in marters of weight, though wee 
cannot doeit without great inconveniences toour ſclves, let us keepe 
promiſe though ir be toour hurt, | 

5.He did cou] Againe, 1uda/ makesa moſt pithy and rhctoricall ſpeech to 7oſeph, 
ragioully beare| for affetion will make areaſonable wit to doe the office of a good 


an cvill acc- 


dene, Orator. This was a commendable thing in 1«4ah,to beare ſo ſudden 
and terrible an accident with ſo much ſtrength of minde, that he 
could apply himſclfeto take that courſe which was fit and behoofefyll, 
notwith{tanding his griefes, 
| Let us 12bour to be of fo well compact a ſpirit, that extremity of 
| ſudden blowes may not diſable us from carrying our fclves diſcreete- 
| lyeven in ſuch unexpected accidents. Thisis a gift that we muſt be 
ar Gods hands, and the beſt way toget it, is as /udabdid, to ſee God 
in it, and be humbled before him for our fins that procuredir,? And fo 
much for 1udahs particular good deeds. 
His crofſ-s. Now his crofles were, firſt that he had two ſonnes fo wicked, that 
i He wad. 33) God himſelte could not brooke them, bur even flew them for their 
Shay | extreame wickedneſle. 
| Irisacroſſethat hath betallen manya Fatherto have very lewd chil- 
| dren; Labour what you can to prevent it by bcing good your ſelves, 
and carry not your ſclves ſo wickedly as to pull this crofſe upon 
, your ſelves, 2s 1udab did in running to Hiram and marrying a Ca- 
| naavitiſh woman ; for what could he looke for bur that the ſonnes of 
{ ſuch a woman and broughtup in ſuch aplace ſhould proove wicked? 
| And if itdoe befall any of you or have betalne you, be indeed hum- 
| bled by ir, but not pur quite out of heart. Let ithclpe to make your 
= | ſelves better if your children be wicked, 
vo ang ce | Another crofſe was, that his daughter in Lawes diſcontent 
him ro inceſt | drew her to proſtitute her ſelfe to him in the diſguize of an Harlot 
_— and fo drew himto inceſt, when he thought but ro have committed 
nication oncly, fornication, . 
| # It is a miſery to bedrawneinto a more grievous ſinne then one in- 
tended to commit 5 Letus reſolve to commit none art all, that ſuch 
an addition of faultinclle may not be put upon our finnes beyond our 
owne knowledge, and if it have befalne us, let us lcarne to be ham- 
bled very much. Ir is juſt with God to give a man over to a worſe 
ſinne then hethought of, that is bold to take liberty tro commit ſome 
fin which he ought not to have done, 
o fits Gnas - | Laſtly, God did cauſe the finne of 1udah ro breake forth to his 
prake torr r9 ſhame, as you know, though hee feared the ſhame more then the 
mo Fas 
And this is ſurely a great puniſhment to make ones evills knowne 
| which he hoped ſhould have beene kepr ſtill in ſecrecy. And ajuſt 
'thing it is with God to diſhonour a man before men, when hee will 
diſhonour God by finning boldly in ſecret. 
' And it God have buried any mans faults in darkenefſe, let him 
, bury them by repentance, elſe they fhall bregke out more reproach- 


= — = fully | 
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fully at laſt day to his utter confuſion. But if God have caſt the dirt 
of any mans finupon his face, and layd his groſle crimes open to all the 
world, he muſt make this uſc of ir, ro be more humbled before God, 
and improve the gricfe that ſhame and reproach will ſtirre in him, ro 
the mere hearty bewailing of the fin that deſerved it, otherwiſe to be 
wry grieved, forthe ſhame is nothing elſe but a carnall and unſanRti- | 

cd ſorrow, | 

R And ſo much for 1udahs crofles. Now his particular bencfi:s are | His benefits, 
thele. 

Firſt, he was a man of very good naturall parts, and it ſeemeth ex- | r. He had very 
celled his bretheren all bur 7oſephin theſe natural! abilitics as is pro- | $294 narurall 
bable, becauſe 7acob truſted Benjamin with him, whom he would not | 
truſt with Reabex, and ſent him before to 7oſeph, and ir is moſt cleare by 
| his excellently diſcreete and wiſe Oration, that he made to 7oſeph on 
the ſuddaine whenthey were brought backe againe with the cup. 

Tohave wit, good ſpeech, good audacity, and other like naturall | 
parts, is a great favour of God, Thoſe that have them not are to | 
ſecke for ſo much the more grace, that the preſence of the more ex- 
cellenet may ſupply the want of the meaner, A leſſe wit with more 
{ Crace doth availe more to happineſle here in the world then a farre 
| greater wit without grace. 

Againe, thoſc that. have theſe good abilities, muſt take heede of 
marrying themſelvesand defiling them by being proud of themand 
abuſing them, but mult walke humbly, as knowing that they be but 
common benefits, ſuch as the wickeddeſt enjoy, and things lent by 
God for which they muſt anſwer. Therefore they ſhould employ 
them vertnouſly and for good purpoſes, that ſo they may have the 
true credit and comfort of them. Ah it theſe be ſanified, how great 
a luſtre doe they receive from grace, elſe the Divell hath more of 
them then any man alive, and yet remainerh a hatefull and a curſed 
Crea' ure, 
| Fuither, 1udah had a part of the birth-right ſecled upon him, with a| +, Hee h4d a 
rich countrey and the Principallity of 1/ael, that out of his loynes | pare of the 
ſhould come the Kings of Iſrael, and rhe Meſa himſelfe the King of Ges woo 
Kings ſhould be borne. For though he committed divers great faults, \ tim, 
yet none ſo over-groſle and palpable as were thoſe of Reuber, Simeonor 
Levi his elder bretheren. Indeede his fault fell out to be incefF, bur ir 
was unwittingly, for in his purpoſe it was ſingle whoredome not in- 
ceſt. God then ſaw it fir to ſctrle a part ofthe birth-right upon him 
notwithſtanding his finnes. 

It is a great kindneſſe of God to paſle by ones unworthineſle, to 
give him {upcriority in bleſſings, though his finnes may ſeeme to de- 
ſervethe loſſeofthem, And though none of us can have that priviledge 
of being progenitors to the Meſ1ah, yer God doth often grant riches 
and a flouriſhing eſtate and dignity above others, cven to thoſe that 

well-neere equalled others in wickedneſſe, This benefit muſt be ob- 
wn with humble thankfulneſfſe. 
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Shechem, Hamor, Hiram, 


Er, Onan, I amar, the 
eMiadianites. | 


_— 


—_ 


One other of Tacobs ſonnes ( Toſeph alone cx- 
cepted ) have any great matter rchearſed of 
them in Scripture, The order of our ſtory 
requireth therefore, that we ſhould proccedto 
tell you what we read of him, but becauſc his 
life is related ar large in reſpe& of the great 
things wrought by khim,I will therforc handle 
other of 7acobs contemporarics and of histoo, 

: before I come to ſpeake of him, and I will be- 

gin with thoſe with whom Tacob had moſtto doc. 

Firſt, we have Shechew commingin an cvilltimeto diſquict the peace 

of 74cob now returned and ſctled in the land of Canraen, and in him 
you muſt note, Firſt, what was good, Secondly, what was naught. 


55 


| Thirdly,bis proſperity. Fourthly his adverſity. 
AED His 


| 


Pot ipher and 
his wife, 


Shechen. 


4 


| 


þ 


—_ kc. 


——._ 


— | His bad deedes come firſt to be noted, and that was firſt, he gave 
1. Hee looked, Hig eye liberty to wander with Joo y narpamns It is faid, hee ſaw 
luftiu'ly ® | Dinah apd tooke her, the Divell and finne prevailed againſt him by the 
Gen. 34. | diſordered uſe of his ſence. He gave himlelte leave to gaze over- 


; 
| 
| 
q 
| 
| 


Lak 


| 


| 


| Mat- 5 29. 


3. He cnticed 
or forced her 


or both, 


buns, partly by perſwaſion and partly by ſome kind of violence broughr her 


earneſtly upon her beauty and other good pants, wherewith the eye 
is uſually takenand the heart inflamed. 
Letus learne to repreſle an evill and a watiten looke, and to kee 
the Divell from poſſeſſing himſclfe of this window as it were of the 
ſoule, to be maſter of this conveighance, by which ſo much comes 
in and goes our of the foule. The eye muſt be looked to with dili- 
gence, by him that would not be ſurprized with Juſt, hee muſt turne 
away his eye from beholding this vanity, the beauty of a woman: he ; 
mult as 706 make a covenant with his eye, that it Iet not in luſt and 

wanton deſires, he that mortifieth nor as other of his ſenfes fo this, 

ſhall never be thoroughly maſter of himſelfe, nor ger "any notable 

victory againſt his corruptions. You are not ignorant of our Saviours | 
command, to pull out the right eye if it offend, This is one way of 
pulling out an eye, to bridle it from looking upon ſuch objeRs as 
may ſtirre up Tuft and otherevill defires inthe heart, and that the eye 
| may be thus bridled, the heart muſt be over-awed with the feare of | 
' God, and ſo ſetled in a firme, ſtedfaſt and full reſolution of not ſin- 

ning in any kinde or degree, and in an earneſt indeayour to loath and | 
| dereſt finne, not alone to leaye it. Hatred hath ſuch a power over 
, the whole man, thar it will not ſufferthe cyc without ſome inward 
riſing to fixc it ſelfe uponithe:thing hated, or any thing that hatha fit- 
[nefle that way. Let all good Chriſtians ger the heart ſo armed, and 

the eye will be ſufficiently defended. Here now is his firſt fault, he 
looked upona woman tb Juſt after her, and did not checkethe defire, 
:nor refraine thewandring eye. Take heede of the beginning of his 
offence, if you would not come tothe end of it. 

The next fault is, he cither forced or enticed, or as it is likely, | 


into a fit place for his purpoſe, and ſo his laſt made more head-ſtrong 
by firnefſe of the opportunity, committed the a of-fornication and 
folly with her, and as it was after ſaid, wrought folly in Tſracl. His 
' finne was the {inne of fornication, and it is like enough we may call 
it a rape, he forced a maiden. I am rather induced to thinke it was 
' done moſt by force, becauſe that the maiden made the thing knowne 
'to her Father, who ( had it beene done by her free conſent ) ſhould 
'not (it is likely ) have come to the knowledge of it by her means, 
nor could by any orher, ſorthen he forceda maiden, - It may well be 
that by faire and curtcous carriage he wan her into a houſe, and then 
| vy ſtrength mixed with perſwafton, wanne her'to his will. And in | 
' him you ſee the right progreſle of this finne, when the defire hath 
| over-wonne the will and gained conſent, then doth the heart ſecke 
' the opportunity of.time, place and like circumſtances, and by the 


| 
| 


| of theſe Saran is ſo tempted to tempx, and the coales of luſt - | 
O ( 


Shechem, Hamor,&c. C na e.34,&c. 


Un. 


to at wickedneſle. 

If therefore any man would eſcape the foule adts of this finne, he 
muſt oppoſe himlſelfe to the firſt deſires, and croſſe them by follow- 
ing the Apoſtles command, flie fornicarion, This finne muſt be run 
away from, the onely ſure and moſt ſafe. way of eſcaping it is torun 
from it. If Shechems finding theſe defires boyling within his heart b 
meanes of the fire that lighted in at his eye, would have oppoſed wiſe 
and vertuous thoughts, and ſo gotten himſelfe out of the company 


brought himto deſtruQion, but he preſently fell to plot and contrive 
how he might get the Maide into ſome houſe and lonely place, and 
ceaſed not till he had ſo farre gratified his inordinate paſſion, and 
then loc he was not at his owne command to forbeare the lewd aQi- 
ON. 
| You have heard Shechems fault, next ſee what is commendable 
in him. Though hee had donethe Maiden this wrong to devirgi- 
| nate her, yet he continues to affe& her, whereby it is probable that 
hee found her ſo chaſte as that fhee did not willingly conſent unto 
the fore-mentioned cvill at, Bur howſocver hee continues to affet 
her and defires to repaire the wrong hee had done ſo much as it 
might be repaired by making her his wife. This is a matter wor- 
thy ſome good commendation, that his heart is not eſtranged from 
her now when he had given his cvill defires ſome fſatisfaftion; but he 
proceeds to ſecke her in the way of Matrimony, The Law a 


her and not be divorced from her during her life, unleſſe her 
Father would not grant conſent and then hee ſhould pay a fine in 


money . 
Another thi 


praiſe-worthy in him is, he takes che right way to 
get her to wife by acquainting his owne Father with his owne affe- 
| Rions, and imploying him to her Father to mediate and make up 
the match. All you young men and women, learne the right, duc, 
and honeſt courſe of proceeding in Matrimony, if you like any per- 
ſon and would faine beſtow your ſelves upon them. Acquaint 
your owne Parents firſt,and let thcir conſent be obtained, thar they 
' may alſo be your ſuitors, and ſo you may procced with free conſent 
,on all hands. This way of procceding gives honour to Parents, 
| brings comfort to children and yeelds obedience to God and fol- 
| lowes the rules of right reaſon. So dId Sampſon too in his love, 
| Heathen men you ſee here,and in Sampſon Iſraelites that were wiſe, 
'and would goe on fairely,tooke this courſe. Ler them that have 
'beene more prepoſterous blame themſelves, repent;and learne to fol- 
low good examples.,all you that are yet to marry. | 

| Furthermore, it was well done of the young man and his Fathertoo, 
that they ſtood not over-much upon matter of portion, but bid him 
|aske dowry enough. I know that a wiſe care muſt be had this way, 
O-0o chat 


| 157 


ſo blowed, that it lameth forth and carries a man or womanor both 


| 


and (fight of the Maiden, his defires had not drawne him to that which | 


k Cor,6.18. 


2, What was 
good in him, 
i.He continu- 
ed to affeR her 


pointed too, thatif any had inticed a Maiden, hee ſhould marry | 


when hee had 
defloured her. 


Deut.22.28, 
29, 


2 He acquaints 
his Father 
with his loye 
to her and in 
trearcs him to 
ſpeake to her 
Father for hi 


3.-He ſtood not 
oyeremuch u 
on matcer of 


| portion, 


— 


— 


4 He would 

{ bare all things 
agreed upon 
before mar« 
riage. 


> Y 

2 

1's 

s.He vas con- 
ſtant in his 
love to the end 


What berro- 
thing is? 


3. His benefits. 
He was his 
Farhers heire 
who was a 


great man, 
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thar the marricd couple may not want convenient meands of mainte- 
nance: for to marry without regard of thinking how to live when 


bereft of all good underitanding thatdorh it, but yet money muſt not 
be the maine matter, as if one went tochatfer and buy and ſell when 
they goc to make marriages. 

other ching was commendable inthis young manand his Father, 
they would have all matters agreed upon concerning dowry and 
other like conditions, andthemſelves having agre=d upon conditions 
are carcfull to performe them, indeed they were neceiſuated, for 
they could not have the Maiden upon other termes. So it is good 


worldly matters, that there may not fall out any interruption after- 
wards, to the tormenting of the young peoples mindes with aQuall 
breaking or feare of breaking. 

Againc, this young man was conſtant in his love tothe end, and was 
fully ſerled and bent to marry the Maiden here. No man ſhould cn- 
ter into termes of marriage in ſport or jeſt, but ſhould proceed ſerj- 
ouſly and ſetled in that bufineſſe, eſpecially they who have once 
made aſcrious promiſe of marriage cither to other with mutuall 
knowledge and conſent of Parents. I ſuppoſe that promiſes being 
not limited with any unperformed condition, they are bound in con- 
ſcience to procecd unlefſe a great and very juſt let fall out, and I 
can ſcarce be made to thinke that they may breake off in ſuch caſe 


they bemarried, is fo great a folly as doth ſhew him to be quite | 


for Parents and all, to make ſome plaine and ſerled agreement of all | 


| 


| 


| 


with mutuall conſent. My reaſon is, God caileth the betrothed 
Maide his wife that hath betrothed her, and to mee it ſeemes, chat | 
betrothing is nothing but a ſerious promiſe of tuture marriage, ad 
adi is cfſenriall to it but the fineſſe of perſons for ag-, 1nd 
the freeneſſe of undeceived conſent in reſpet of the prrſoi.s, and 
conſent of Parents mutually, who elſe may make voide a promiſe 
made to man, ſeeing they make voide a vowe made to God. ! any 
of youtherefore be guilty of inconſtancy in ſuch caſe, and of flying 
from ſuch promiſes, at leaft let him be humbled, and confer we!! 
oy your ſelves what you doe before you betake your iclves 0 
otncrs. 

Hitherfo the young mans vertucs, now his benefits. 

He was his Fathers ſonne and heire, and his Father was the Prince 
of that City, hewas a rich man and honourable in the place where 
hee lived, even the principall perſon of the houſe. This is abe- 
nefit indeed, if he rhar hath it uſe ir orderly, ſo as to walke worthy 


| 


| 


of that placeand eminency, and to get and exerciſe ſo wuch more 


vertue; bur if it make him proud, bold ro doe evill, as here it may 
ſcemeirdid and very often doth, then it were better be the meaneſt 
of the family, and of rhe towne. You that be heircs ro wealthy 
Parents and likely by them tro. be wealthily left, O ſtand not vpon 
rheſe termes ſoas to lift vp your hearts ro ſweil, but catry humble 
hearts, and labour to add grace and vertues to your places, clſc os 
A 
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ſhall prooye bur as an high gibberto bring you to more diſgrace in 
this world and torment in the nexr. 

The miſcry of this Shechem was, hee prooved an occaſion of the 
bane and overthrow of his Father and his whole Family, and of the 
whole City, and that by falling into the hands of bloody and de- 
ccitfull men. O prayto God ro keepe you from having occaſions 
with ſuch perſons, and being faulty of ſuch crimes. 
orofle ſinnes and wrongs, for you know not whar ſharpe vengeance 
may lie in waite for you afterwards. Sinne is not all paide for in 
|an inſtant, God doth ſometimes call finners to a ſevere reckoning even 
in this lite beſides that which is to come, 

So much for Shechtm the ſonne. 

Now for Hamor the Father, I have one fault to note, he is ready to 

imbrace a religious adjunQ, not for religion ſake but for ſome b 
end, eventhart he may get ſuch a wife for his ſonne as he defireth. He 
| imbraceth the religion for the womans ſake, not the woman for the 
religions ſake, Father and Sonne concurre in this fault. 
| T— faulr it 15, religion is made of the by, ir ſcrveth ſome 
; other Miſtreſſe. _ It is a ſtalking horſe for policy on both fides. 
| Wickedly doe Tacobs ſonnes ſeeme to ſtand on religion for their ſe- 
.cret ends, and ir was not well done of them to take arcligion 
'up for meere private ends : but ſuch is the cuſtome of the 
| men of this world, they can embrace any ordinance for their pro- 
'fir and any 1cligion. O looke that you bee intire in imbracing 
Gods Ordinance and Gods Truth, take heed that finiſter ends doe 
not marre and deſtroy your ſeeming religiouſneſſe, and make that 
lyou ſhall ſceme ro God not the better men but the worſe Hypo- 
crites. 

Againe, ſomething was ill done of him, we ſee noſharpe correRi- 
on nor reproofe of his ſonne for his wrong done ro Dizab, and that 
| provokes the maides friends. ON 
| | O how indulgentare Parentsto their childrens crimes, ſcarce with 
a word will they checke them, at moſt but with a word for that which 
deſerveth many blowes, yea the ſtroake of death. This indulgence 
of theirs often makes children bold to finne, as in Adonriah and 
| LAbſalom is ſecne, and ſo doth make them at length correctors 

of their Parents, that ſhould have corrected them. Let Parents take 
| heed tothemſelves, tharthey ſhew not themſelves to love God lefle 
| then their children, by loving their children ſo much as to pur out or 
| ſmother the hatred of ſinne; and let Parents at laſt learne ro make 
 naturall affe&ion give place to juſtice, 

| You have hisfaults, his vertues are, 1. To his Sonne, he is wil- 
ling to fatisfic him in point of marriage fo farre as was fir, and ſo 
ſhould all wiſe Parents be. If the affeions of their children carry 
'them not to matches too inconvenient, they ſhould gratifie them 
for feare of thoſe miſchicfes which often come by croſling them, 
and that becauſe nothing is more likely to procure the wel- 
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fare of children, then when they be matched to whom rhey love ; 
Unleſſe their folly be ſuch as ro make too too fooliſh choiſes, ler 
Parents learne to fhew themſelves milde and gentle here if in any | 
other thing. | 
2. He deales Further, he deales well with the Shechemites his Subjes, whom | 
well with bis | he ſeckerhnot to force but to perſwade to accept circumciſion, In | 
(wading chem things of this nature agood Prince muſt not compel! but allure Sub. | 
ro be circumci-| jets, and let them ſee reaſon rather then feele violence : but | 
_ his reaſon is taken from the profit of the people. That is the wiſeſt ar. 


gument which will moſt prevaile with himto whom itis uſed, and ſoir 
| ſped accordingly. ; 
z- — pn | Further, he dealt well with Iacob too, for in all plaineneſſe he 
cob, plainely | ſeckeS his daughter for his ſonne, and is willing to yecld to any 
ſeeking his | equall conditions. Plaine dealing is commendable in an Heathen, 
_ pnay | how much ſhonld it be corhmended to us Chriſtians ? 
quill condir | Now ſechis proſperity. He had a ſonne indifferent good,that ar leaſt 
nd, | | ought his conſentand ſhewed himſclfe orderly, though ar the firſt he 
3 His proleit” tad beene rude. It is a comfort to have a ſonne not altogether rude 
| His ſonne | and miſgoverned, that if he over-ſhoote himſelfe in ſome things, 
was indeſl- yet will keepe his order and reforme himſelfe. Be youſuch children, 
75" | O ye ſonnes and daughters, arid be thankefull ye Parents that have 
{uch children. 
z His "_ He had alſo good Subje&ts that would be perſwaded by him, and 
were good. | ſuch Subjects let us learne to be, ſo that we uſe prudence as well as 
| ſubje&ion. | 
4 Hiscroffe-, | Bur his croſſe was great, he was over-reacht by crafty heads, and 
all bis Family | himſelfe and all his Family and City butchered by bloudy hands, 
EILY wee O how could youbrooke ſuch acrofſe ? and why will not you ſtand 
nn" prepared to looſelite, goods, children, friends and all 2 ſecing you 
| perceive in the Shechemtes how ſoone all theſe may be loſt, even 
[then when you thinke your ſelves ſecures and why doe you not 
| thanke God for preſerving you from ſuch both craft and ontrage hi- 
therto? | 
LOR Now I proceed to ſpeake of ſome others, The A duHamite Hiram 
is a better friend then a man, indeed a good friend but a bad man. 
Hee was a | His friendſhip appeares to be morally good in irs kinde, becauſe firſt 
your m—_— it was laſting, ſecondly, it was ſerviceable, thirdly, it was ſecret, 
His friendſhip | Laſting, for it continued to Iudab ſolong, till his third ſonne was mar- 
was | rigeable and began before his marriage. You cannot conceiye it 
Laing. | under ſome rwenty yeeres ſtanding, though you ſhould thinke that 
| Tndah married about fixteene or ſeventeene yeares of age. Friend- 
ſhip is like wine, rhe elder the better, the longer it laſteth, the moreir 
| isto be praiſed, Learne to be durable friends, ler not a yeare or two 
ſee you changed and eſtranged, bne be like Chriſt [in that reſpeR, 
| whom you love love to the end, unleſſe they doe even rootoo un- 
| friendlily caſt you off, and breake the lawes of friendſhip. And 
;thoſe that have beene fickle friends, let them be aſhamed, for it is 
X roa 
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|rootoo evident, that they were falſe, ſecking themſclyes alone and 
nottheir friends. | 

Againe, his friendſhip was ſerviceable, ftooping to ſomewhat a baſe 
office to helpe #dah out with his whorcdome as ſecretly and undiC. 
cernedly as might be. Indeed atrue friend muſt be ſerviceable ro 
his friend not alone with his coſt and labour, but ſometimes alſo 
with a little blemiſh, not by helping him to finne, nor lying, or {0 
forth, but by doing what may honeſtly and lawfully be done ; for | 
the ſecret carrying of his faults and ſaving him from blame, cv-n 
carnall friends are forward enough this way z take haced that you denie| 
not good offices to your inward acquaintance, and take no lcile heed! 
that you gratifie them not with bad, | 

For here you ſee the ſecrecy of this CAaullamite; no body! 
knew by him of that fault which he himſclfe knew oncly by 74dah, 
Nothing becomes a friend betterthen ſecrecy of his triends tauits,and 
he that hath oncg played the blab in this kinde, hath no wrong if hce 
be never truſted after. Nay verily this may ſceme a moſt juſt cauic of 
dividing friendſhip, therefore ſo farre as may be without finne a- 
' gainit God and againſt the Countrey and Superiours, every friend 
| muſt affe@this truſtineſſe, Surely had not T«dab found him faith- 
= in this kinde, hee would- neyer have ingaged himſelfe fo 
arre ? 
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So was Hiram 1. goog} friend, but yet he was not agood man, for 
we finde notthat he did rebuke Indab for his fault at all, which he! 
muſt have done if he had beene as good a man as afriend. And doe} 
youlearne to add thatto other good fruits of friendſhip, even to repre- 
hend them for their faults, though you doc not divulge them, that ſo 
— may not be a mutuall infefing of one another but a mutuall| 
caling. 
50 IA for the A dullamite Tndabs friend, now for Er and Onan 
Indahs ſonnes. 
The firſt of them was ſo wicked a man, that God in his juſtice 
| would not let him live to ſtaine that good family; O let him be a 
'a warning to all you children that youproceed not to ſuch a height of 
wickedneſſe in your bloſſoming bud, as to force God to deſtroy you 
before the midſt of your daies. How ſure is his puniſhment in Hell 
whom Godin his juſt wrath would nor ſuffer to live on earth ? 
And O yee Parentsbe thankfull if God have not croſſed you with 
ſuch wicked children, ſo notoriouſly, ſo unſufferably naught, or 
if hee have, learne to prepare for ſome untimely end of theirs, 
for often the Lord doth fo at once correct the Parent and deſtroy 
the childe, 
And take heed that youtake not that courſe to bring the ſame cvill 
on your children, even to have God give them over to naughtineſle 
and deſtroy them for it. How isthat you will ſay. Marry not finfull 
wives, Idolatrcfles and the like, be not inward with bad men, live 
| notinbad places, What could 4h looke that Zr ſhould ſee other 
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| in the Family of Hiram and in that place and from that Mother and 
' Grandfather but that which ſhould make him very wicked ? Had he 
| lived in Jacobs family, and taken a better wife he might perhaps have 
' had abetter ſonne ;, let us not make our ſelves guilty of our childrens 
' naughtineſſeby chooſing bad yoake-fellowes, bad friends, bad pla- 
' ccsof habitation. 

Now as for 0nan he was alſo a wicked man and cut off by Gods 


Onan was alſo 
wicked and 


cur off by God; hand inhis yourh. 
inhisyoutt. | So much of 1#daþs two ſonnes, 
T amar a very Now of his daughter in Law Tamar, who was a very bad and 
bad woman. '[ewd woman it may ſceme, clſe ſhee would never have invented ſuch 
a revenge upon Iudah, as to way-lay him inthe habit of an Harlot 
' where ſhcee knew he muſt goe, and that of purpoſe to try if ſhee could 
'intice him to commit folly with her, and you may be ſure that ſhee 
'did uſe all the art ſhee could to draw him to this fiane, ſecing ſhee 
placed her ſclfe there for that purpoſe. Indeed ſhee handled him 
 ſubtilly, that ſhee might be able ro convince him, it hee ſhould (as 
elſe no doubt he would) have denicd it. For he would never have 
| beene madeto belecve that this woman was Tamar. Inſtead of hire 
| ſhee askes his ſigner, ſtafie and handkercheefe, tokens that were paſt 
'all gaine-ſaying. Here is revenge and filthineflſe and fraud, and a 
,number of naughts put together to make each other worſe, Why had | 
| ſhee not rather expoſtulared the wrong with þer Father in Law and 
; beſought him to give her Shelah her husband 2 It ſhee were aſhamed | 
to ſpeake for a husband, why was ſhee not more aſhamedroentice her | 
Father in Law by ſuch atrick * Bur herein marke the wickednefle in- 
[to which reyenge will draw them thar harbour it, even to hurtthem- 
ſelves that they may hurt another alſo, and take heed you women of 
following her in a fa of ſo much impudency; oncly note Gods 
juſtice againſt 1#dah, that would puniſh him by giving him upto this 
diſgracetull fat for his other finnes that were not joyned with ſo 
[auch reproach, So doth God oftentimes deale with men both 
good and bad, 7udab cared not togoe from his Fathers houſe, he ca- 
red not todeale falſcly with Tamar, and loc now God will ſhame him 
for all by ſuffering him to be catched in Tamars trap, Beware that 
[you fell not over your ſ{clves to {uchfinnes as: he world doth not inter- 
 taine diſgracetully, leaſt God give youover to ſuch as will bring diſ- 
| £race, 
The Midiani- | We will proceed next to the cMrdianitiſh Merchants that bought 
| —— Toſeph, they were part Midiamtes part Tſhmaclites, an intermingled 
|  |company and therefore are in the ſtory called by both names, here you 


, muſt note a ſpeciall providence of God, over-ruling the journey of 
|thete Midianites to the ſaving ' of 7ofephs life, and conveighing him 
| downe to Egypt - God hath you ſee ftore of meanes to effe& his 
| owne purpoſes which men cannot finde our. He gocs beyond our 
, thoughts and beyond the intentions of thoſe which are his inſtrunaents, | 
; as a manmakes his horſe fervehis turne for the diſpatch of cs 
| | 


[ 
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nefles, whereof the horſe is ignorant, 

Therefore we muſt learne to truſt his promiſes, even then when 
our eyes can ſee no way how to have them accompliſhed, it pertaines 
to him that makes apromiſe to finde meanes of making it good, If 
another have given his word to pay mee money, hee, not 1, 
muſt take care to provide it. We wropg God and take his office to 
our {elves if wee be ſollicirous about rhe meanes. It hee give us 
any we may uſe them, but if none, wee ſhould trouble our {clves 
no further but wai:e upon him and ler him alone with his owne 
workes. 
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| Againe, the Midianites and 1/hmalites for the whole troope confi- | 
ſted of both, were carrying the pretious things of another countrey | 
into Ezypr, that they might ſell them there, and ſo by commerce in-| 
rich themſelves and profit the whole world. It was wcll done of | 
[them that they employed themſelves in Merchandize, tranſporting | 
by huh commodities of one place to arother for the common 
go0Gzand their owne convenient maintenance, 

Buying, ſelling, traffiquing, tranſporting of commodities from 


” "— I EIT EO es Te oo TR TOI Rem 


Merchandize ' 
1s COMmcnda- 


place to place are neceſſary ations, withour which the inhabiranrs of 
the world could not partake of each others benefits, nor ſupply cach | 
others wants, and ſo ſhould not be knit together in ſo neere bonds; 
but by this meanes the ſeverall parts of the world or of any Nation, 
doe interchangeably communicate whatſocver neceſſary or delight- 
full rhing they have cither to other. 

The morepitry ir is to ſee men ſo beſotted with pride and vanity, 


ble, 
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that they thinke it a braver and gayer life to live idling ar home and 
following bale paſtimes, then ro give themſelves to acommodious 
} ? |and ſerviceable imployment, But certainely, no calling nor paines in 
any calling cav ſo much diſ-becomea man, or reproach and abaſe him 
before God and men, that are not charmed with the ſame witchcraft 
that themſelves, then this of having no calling. Better a mender of 
ſhooes then have nothing to doe, better be the meaneſt member of 
the body, then a boyleor ulcer,ſuchas the idle man is. 


Butlet men thar profeſle the name of Chriſtians, look to themſelves 


that they ſhunne the vices with which mans corrupt nature doth pol- 
Jutetrading and Merchandize in reſpe& of many particular abuſes. 
Make not riches the endof your labour, ſo ſaith Salomon, Labour not 
[to be rich, ſhunne all injuſtice in your dealing, ſthunne greedineſle of 
'gaine that makes one troubleſome to all about him, and uſe juſtice, 
;equity, and moderation. Buy as if thou boughtſt nor, ſell as chough 
thou ſoldſt not. Ule the world as not abufing it, and then the fol- 
lowing of an honeſt trade doth -Jeade you as readily to Hea- 
ven - thoſe callings that carry a more glittering ſhew in rhe 
world. 

Further,we muſt confider their buying of 7oſeph, here we muſt ſpeak 
alittle of thatcuſtome of buying and ſclling men, how it may ſeeme 
[to have come intothe world. It may ſeemeto have entered either by 
Oot4 Watre, 
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 warre, or elfe by debt; In warre the conquering fide, that had the 
' conquered in their power, having ſaved their lives, cid make their 
| perſons abſolute flaves unto themſelves, making this law too, thar 
| the children which they ſhould beger ( bond-men and bond-women 
| mixing together) ſhould be alſo bond-men.. So came the greateſt 
' number of {laves, men yeelding themſclves in battell, made them. 
ſelves ſervants for ever. But it may ſeeme, thar debr was another 
\cauſe, when a man did owe more then he could pay, his perſonand 
| his children became the creditors ſervants, that he might ſatisfie by 
labour whar he was not able otherwiſe, ſoit came in, 

neſt, Is it juſt or notro buy and ſcll and keepe fervants ? 

I Anſwer, ar firſt fight, it ſeemes harſh to uſe reaſonable crea. 
'tures like horſes, and ro make merchandize of our owne fl:th; bu 
| God allowing his people Iſrael ro have ſervants, and buy and fe]] 
them of gny {ſaving their owne nation, doth evidently ſhew the law. 


fulneſle of it; for it would not ſtand with his juſtice to allow them a 
thing unlawfu'l, 

| Againe, when S.Parl teacheth maſters. how to uſetheir ſervants, 
/and doth not command to manumit them, 1t 1s evident that it is Jaw- 
full to have, and therefore alſo to buy and (ell ſervants. Bur it is a 
,very commendable thing in Chriſtians, that they have as it wereby 
'2 common conſent, laid downe this cuſtome of bond-fervice, and} 
left itrrothe Turkes and Pagans. So in this the Merchants offended 
'not, but ifthey did by any meanes perceive thar Toſeph was a free-man, 
/as no doubt they did by his manner of carriage towards his brethren, 
\then they did greatly offend in buying and ſelling him. Ifir be a finne 
[to buy ſtolne goods if one knew them to be tuch, much more to buy 
[and ſell a free man (if one have any probable reaſons to declare his 
| freedome) as if he were a ſlave, bur it is uſuall with Merchants to 
| buy any thing that promiſcth gaine, without conſideration how 
{juſtly it be come by of them thar ſell it, of which be you tradeſ-men 
Jung your tor thinke you what you pleaſe of it, it is a fearcfull finne, 
"= makes you partakers of the {ame unjuſtice which was found in the 
ſeller. 

| So much of the Midianitiſh merchants thar did bring eſeph 
'to Egypt. Now of thoie with whom he had occaſion to converſe 
1n Zgype. 

| Firit, his maſterthat boughrhim, he was a man of principall place 
and command in Fgypr, his name was Potiphar, his office was, Prince 
'of the ſlavghterers, as the word ſignifies, as we would call him, Cap- 


| taine of the Gaurd, Princes of old have had about them, even men 
that attended them continually, -as to defend them, ſo to doe execu- 


[tion upon ſuch as themſelyes appointed to die, Such men had nced | 


| of a diſcreet, and prudent and ſtour man to be their Capraine z this 
| office was put upon Toſephs maſter; it may ſeeme by his carriagethat 
| hewas a manof an indifferent good nature, we will note his faults, his 
| 200d deeds, his crofles and his benefits, | - 
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For his faults. Firſt, it carrieth a ſhew of afault arlcaſt, that having 
gotten a truſty ſteward, and finding him both faithfull and proſpe- 
rous, he gave himſclfe wholly over to his caſe, and rooke account 


proviſion to make for his belly, himſclfe would looke to thar, to 


'terme ſuch perſons, a very belly-god, that rookethought for nothing 
but good fare. If he had not beene too much given to his pallar, he 
would have left the matter of his tabling to him as well as other things, | 
bur that he which would brooke none other thoughts, would him- | 
ſelfe have an cye to his mearte, it is a very probable proofe, that he | 
was too great afriend to his belly, andover-Joved fine and dainty fare. | 
{ A man of place might have found ſome higher and nobler bufineſle 
whercinto have imployed his freedome from domefticall cares, then | 
about the kitchin : bur ſuch an epicure was Potiphar, that-his mind | 
ſoared little higher then a beaſts doth, to pleaſe his tooth and pamper | 
his fleſh with delicacies. | 

And I pray you bethere not many gentlemen Potiphars, that leave | 
all other afaires at randome, and overſee nothing burthat they may | 
(fare well. Men of great ſtate have little elſe ro doe, and will haye | 
(little elſe bur to cram themſelves, and ſhew themſelves good tren- | 
; cher-men. Buſineſſes of any moment they neirher doe,nor will know | 
| how to doe, but ſtuffe themſelves with good vicualls, and to get | 
them a ſtomacke is the maine marter of their life, that rhey may cate | 
{a better meale, and digeſt it better. Such as give themſclves to live 
in pleaſure on earth, and nouriſh themſelves as in a day of flaughter, 
are bidden by S. Tames to howle and weepe for the miſcrics thar ſhall 
come upon them, but for the moſt part they be growne ſo brawny- 
hearred, that they would but laugh ar Chriſt himſclfe if he ſhould 
bid rhem weepe; yetifany amongſt you be ſuch thar cares for no more 
butto give himſeltebverto ſports and feaſting, let him ſee how brutiſh 
he hath made himſelfe, and be ſurethat Heaven is ſtill ſhut againſt D-. 
veſſes, and Hell is ſtill open to receivethem. 

Next, I ſhould thinke ir a reaſonable exhortation to you that be 


Chriſtians, thar if you have leiſure or freedome from other worldly 
cares, you would beſtow your time better then this Agyptran, in 
[ſome profitable ſtudy, in reading chiefcly the Scriptures, and in a 
large beſtowing your ſelves on exerciſes of picty, and then in other 
(fir knowledge, or knowledges whereby you may be better able rodoe 
your countrey ſervice with comfort to your ſelves, you muſt account 
with God for time. If an idle word muſt come under a reckoning, 
ſure other no leffe idle waſting of time fhall not be flipped over. 
Live as thoſe that know there is a God, that he will call them to judge- 
ment, that ill and unprofitable ſpending of time ſhall goe for a 
crime. No man forbids you good farc, and a convenient meaſure of 
recreation by lawfull ſports, but to make your lives nothing elſe 
buta chaining of breakefaſt, dinner, ſupper together, with the linkes 
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His faults, 


Chap.zg. 6. | 


1, Hee gave 
himſelfe who 


or care of nothing but of his diet. He would not a point 7oſeph what ty over. to his 


eaſe having a 


nothing elſe he would looke. So it may ſeeme he was as weuſeto | 992% *enard: 


James. 5,1» 


of 


_ —_—_— 
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of divers kindes of ſportes, if this be not a ready way to Hell, I pro. | 
feſſe I cannor find any in Scripture or in nature, that will bring men 
thither, doe you think-that our Saviour ſpake the Parable of the rich 
glutton 18 vaine * CT > | 
:.He beleeved But another faulr of his was, that he belecved his wives cunning | 
is wives cun-| {lander againſt his ſervant 7eſeph, and was ſo wrath, that inſtantly he | 
= his =\ caſt him into priſon, very likely without calling him, or at leaft 
vant, patient hearing him to anſwer for himſclfe. Shee accuſed 7oſeph to | 
have inticed her and offered ro raviſh her, the man belceves | 
hiswife, is in fierce wrath againſt innocent 7oſeph, and impriſons 
him. | 
It isa fault to receive arepor tor accuſation againſt any man with full | 
belecfe, ſo as to ſuffer wrathto ariſc againſt the perſon accuſed, untill. 
a man have well weighed the matter, and givenrhe man acculcd leave 
tro uſe all the good wayes of clearing himlclfe. And by how much | 
the faulr is the greater wherewith any one is charged, by ſo much 
eaſincſle ro belceve it, and an over-ſpeedy intertaining of the accu- | 
ſation is more blame-worthy, becauſe it ſhewes leſfe charity, for a 
common imperfection is very likely to be tound in the beſt men, but 
we mult ſce cauſc to ſuſpect him of great naughtineſle, concerning 
| whom we belecye a grievous acculation. It was Savls fault alſoro 
| be open cared unto falſe accuſers, indeed the conſideration of the 
| perſon accuſing, a wife, her manner of doing it inſuch a bold, and 
withall ſ{ubrill taſhion, faigning her ſelfe to be {o vexed atthe indig- 
nity, that her ſervant ſhould offer ſuch athing to her, and then the 
fight of his coat in her hand left there, as others that came in at her 
cry would witneſſe juſt upon his going out. All theſe mitigated his 
(fault, but did not wholly excufc it ; for hee ſhould have conſidered 
how faithfull 7oſcph had ſhew'd himlſelfe, and how vertuous, and 
ſhould not have conceived that he would fo loone haverurned fo del- 
perately cvill,as to have offered violence to his miſtris. 

Be you therefore humbled, if any of you have beleeved and beene 
angry with, anc puniſhed ſo much as you could, another for a fault | 
| wherewith he was wrongfully burdened, it the end or ifſue make ir 
| appeare the party was innocent, though the perſon accuſing, and man- 
ner of accuſing may extenuaterhe faulr of your creduliry, yet itcannot 
utterly take it away. 

And now learne to uſe both cares, afore you credit a report or 
\accuſation againſt any whoſe courſe hath becne vertuous and com- 
| mendable, though it come cven from a wife or perſon very necre. 
Indeed a man whoſe knowne evill carriage doth give it ſelfe for a 
very probable argument of his guiltineſle, hath no wrong if a pro- 
| bable though not all our true narration be beleeved againſt him, but 
| It is a great fault to credit a lewd tale againſt a 7oſeph.'' Search tho- 
rougly into ſuch accuſers and accularions, -and be not angry art firſt, 


for that will hinder a man from bcing indifferent in ſearching out the 
truth ofthe marter, 


You 


—_— 


Cz N. 


You ſce Potiphers faults, ſee his good deedes; | 1 

Firſt, hee marked the Faithfulnefſe of his ſervant; 'and his good 
ſucceſle in all things, and accordingly both loved; truſted; and pre- 
ferred him in his houſe. Ir is a point of wiſdome in any manto / 2k 
duc loveand reſpect to a faichtull and proſperous ſervant, as after the 
Governour of the priſon did, and as Laban di: before. To. (ee this 
is a point of diſcrciion, but to like and reward 17, adds juſtice to- dil- 
cretion, vere would be noted in the meancſt condirion, and where 
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1. He obſeryed 
his fervants 
taithtulnefſe 
4nd goud {uc- 
| cxtle, nd loved 
' 410 rewarded 
hn tor it, 
Deur. 'S 77 $ 
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it is ſcene it is worthy to be honoured, eſpecially in 2 ſervant, by 
whoſe verrues a mans eltate is ſo greatly furthered, Ir is a wron? to 
ones ſelfe and to all maſters, not to cher:ſh good -behaviour, by 
ſhewing good liking, and giving good reward. Thce:cfore God 
commanded the maſters to iinpart to their ſervants when hey ſct 
them free, ſome good part of the ſubſtance wherewitt God had 
bleſſed them under their labours. And Salow'n ſaith, that as bee 
that tendeth the fiz-tree ſhall eate of its fraits, ſo hee that attendeth on 
his maſter —_ come to honour, It is a ſhame tor the fiz-tree it the 
gardener doe not fare the better for it, and an arrant ſhariie' for the ina- 
ſter if a diligent ſervant reape notbenefit from him, 0 Y  - 
If any of you maſters have becne barren fig-trees t& your faithfull 
ſervants, confeſle it ro be a fault of unjuſtice, and a kind of ingrati- 
_ a fruit of niggardize and ſelfe-love, and a juſt 'tauſe to provoke 
God to give you ſuch wicked ſervants, as may become'a plaguers 
ſuch ſorry and pinching maſters. The Holy Ghoſt bids us ave to ſer- 
vants that which is juſt and equall; and to recompence a man well for) 
his paines and fidelity, is a point of equity. Hee thar will not re- 
quire a ſervant, doth but ſecke himſelfe, not exerciſe verrue, if hee 
ſceme ready to requite his equals and ſuperiours;  -he- would be as 
fl icke rowards ther as to his tervants, -if he did not eirher fearc ſore 
loſſe, or expeR ſome gaine from them; learne of Chriſt to be good 
maſters, nay learne of Potrphay. | hb 
Ani if any of you haye becne ſo much favoured by the divine pro- 
vidence, as to be provided of theſe houſhould inſtruments, good and 
fairhfull, and every way vertuous, let-them afford them all cneou- 
ragements by all g50d uſage. You know how much ir concernes an 


a prudent, diligent and' cruſty ſervant, Conſider now that which 
Potiphar could not confider, that in Teſus Chriſt there is 'nerther boyd 
wor free, the me ning is, that Chriſt will not reſpeR men more or lefle 
in reſpe& of grace or ſalvation, becauſe'of their being maſters or 
bond-men : therefore ſeeing God will reward a ſervants graces, why 
ſhould not maſters reward their paines ? Nothing but worldly-min- 
dedneſſe will oppoſe this exhortation,' atid none bur"very worldly 
minded men will negle& it. i | ; 433Q 

Another thingto beliked in him is, thathedid but impriſon r9ſeph 
and not take away his life ina rage, confideting what wasthe crime and 


Ar:ificertoger a good, and ſtrong, and fit toole, no leſfs' needfull is 


who the accuſer. 
Ic| 


Proy. 29.1 8, |; 


Col. 4-1. 


2. He did nog 
tike way t0« 
ſephs ute in a 
rage, | 
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| His crofles, * | 'Now among theſe many benefits, this man had one heavy crofle, | 
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It is a good thing even in unjuſt puniſhing, yet to obſerve ſome 
inoderation, {o as not to procced to capitall blowes, till time of ref- 
pight have beene taken, to take more thorough notice of the 
matter. And it is probable that Poriphar had a little kind of paci- 
mo towards Joſeph, becauſe he proceeded not after to greater 
everity. 

Lonnn you to put ſome time betwixt the accuſing and utmoſt pu- 
niſhing, that truth may have lcaſure to cleare it ſeclfe, and ſee how 
monſtrouſly cruell many of ours be, that will kill in a rage (and 
not onely be angry) for that for which their owne more ſober | 
thoughts would account even a blow to be an oyer-meaſure of pu- | 
niſhmene. | 

Theſeare the faults and good deedes of Potiphar, | 
OY ER" His benefits were very great bur all temporall. Hee had an ho- | 
Hee had an | Nourable office about the King, he had riches and proſperity in his | 
honourable | Qutward eſtate, and that in abundance, , Hee lighted upon a Wiſe and 
Py faithfull and diligent ſervant, who being his Steward, ordercd all his 
bufineſles ſo well, that Gods bleſſing attended him in all things. So he 
had dignity and wealth, and an exccllent ſteward, 

'You'ſce that theſe common benefirs are caſt upon Heathen men, | 
[gnd therefore be exhorred nor to ſet your hearts upon them, nor to! 
| ſxrisfie your ſelyes in them, but to ſeeke the Kingdome of God! 

and its righteouſncſſe, and to eſteeme of theſe things but as 
Jew ; Yamage , not the principall bargaine, as moſt times men} 

OC. | 
| And ſecingthe having of theſe things doth not difference you from 
[unſanRificd men, let the uſing; uſe them nor alone for your owne | 
|credir and carnall content, but for the common good, and for the 
\relcefc eſpecially ofthe poore Saints. Have them ſo as not to be puft 
[up by them, nottecruſt inthem, not to account your ſelves one whit 
the better men or women for them; have them ſo as to be thankfull 
[for them and' ready to part with chem, and the ſ@ having them will 
;prove you true Chriſtians, and that theſe outward - things are 


Sven you in favour, as a reward of goodneſſe and an inſtrument 
of it. | 


He had alewd C . , . 
| roman to his but. it was not heavy to him becauſe he did not know of it, Hee had 


wiſe” | alewd womanto his wife, an adulterous woman, that was fo impu- 
| dent as to folicir his ſervgne to commit folly, with her, and then\{o 

| graccleſſeasto accuſe him falſely to her hysband, and ſo cauſe himes 

deprive himſclfe of one of the greateſt benefits he had, even ancxcel- 

| lene ſervant. -. | :.ml 

.,\ Iris the lot.of many men to be croſled in their wives, amongſt | 

| other croſſes, ſome have lewd women, impudent, falſe, crafty. | 


| ED - |\'They;on whom God hath laid this croſſe,muſt labour to beare it _qui- | 


o ' |<xly, they ſuffer none other things then many before have ſuffered | 


and flaall ſuffer hereafter. Croſſes muſt be made as calle as is poll | 
——— y| 


_ | garmentleft,ſhee cries out aloud,as if ſhe had ſome force offercdto her,! 


— 


-— —_— — 


our miſory bue tnortaſe ir, Bur thoſe that have better wives; muſt 
leargeto prize that. jewell-and to be thanketull, and ro beare, with 
| common wea es, which no women normenare free from, becauſe 
[rhe Lord hath nar laid the worſt crofſe upon them by ſending them 
| yoke-fellowes of the vileſt qualities. Andfo much for Petiphay. 

Now for his wife, ſhee was a moſt wicked woman, of her good 
; deeds we readenorhing, of her nzughtineſſea great deale, Theſe were 
| her faults. ; 

Firſt, ſhee was a lewd, adulrerous woman, not contented+with 
her owae husband, but giving her eye leave to wander upon the 
comelineſſe of a ſervant of her husbands. 

Secondly, ſhee was impudent and earneſt in her filrhineſſe, would | 
take no nay in her uncleane ſuite, but ſollicited zoſeph agiine and a-| 
exine though he ſhunned her company, and at laſt watching her time 
to gethim alone before he knew ofir,ſhe grewto that outragious bold- 
ncſſe in luſt, as to lay hold on him and offer him as much violence as 
a woman could offer aman, carcherh him by the garment, and is not 
aſhamedto pull him to her, and intreate him to lie with her, holding 
him ſo faſt that he had no way leftto be rid of her but to leavethe gar- 

ment in her hand and get him out of the roome. 
| Thirdly, ſhee was a moſt malicious woman, turning her inordinate 
| love and luſt into bitter hatred, and reſolving to ruinate him by (ubril- 


(3®x,  Pharaobs Butler,'&c, Cu av. 34;&c. 
by thepxicne beating, chafing, raging, vexing v will not. dinginiſh | 


'ty, whom ſhee was vot able to overcome by enticements, for feare 
ir may bethat he ſhould diſcover her wickedneſle, ſhee prevents him | 
with falſe accuſations, and being firred with a ſu{den occaſion her 
[naughty 'witdorh quickly apprehend it, finding himſelfe gone, his 
{and when company came ruſhing in at the out-cry, ſhee ſhewes his gar- 
| ments, and with a fained rage, ſaies, hee hath brought in an Hebrew, 
| which name was odious among the Agyptians, and ſo having laid a 
crafty foundation for her malicio'!ts deſigne when her Lord comes 
'home, ſh2 ſhewes him the garment and accuſeth him in the ſame fa- 
ſhions that he came into her and offered to commit villany with her, 
| but when ſhee cried he haſted away leaving his garment for haſte, Here | 


is laſt, here is impudencie, here is wilfullneſle in luſt, here is bitter ma- | 


lice and cauſeleſſe, here is ſubrilcy and great craft, here is lying and 
| great falſchood. | 

| Olcetall women andall men beware of theſe (innes; beware of loo. 
;king upon a handſome body and a faire face with a luſtfull eye; be. 
ware of nouriſhing luſtfull deſires; beware of impudency and ſhame- 
leſneſſe; beware of alluring, enticing, almoſt compelling men to 
| lewdnefſe; beware of hating thoſe whom you cannot win to be fin- 
full; beware of lying, falſe accuſing, laying ſnares to intrap men in and 
'crafty and bold bearing out of liesz and beware of going on ftill in fin 
and carrying it our with an high hand. This Agyptian Lady that 
\knew not God, might caſily runne into ſuch abhominations, and it is 
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no wonder that Satan could draw one of his owne flaves to doe this 
drudgery, but let none of thoſe that know and profeſle to feare 
God proſticute themſelves to lewdneſſe,malice,lying,and guile, 
take heed of giving your ſelves leave to be wanton the 
woman that proſtitutes her body will ſoone 
' become full of all other 
VICES, 


| 
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the LEg yptians, 


| croſles. 
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> Efore I ſpeake of 7oſeph, ſome thing muſt be 
&q(\ noted of afew more with whom he lived and 
I had occaſion of commerce. Firſt, the But- | 
2 lerand Baker of Pharaoh, in whom wee may | 
\& rake notice. 1. Thatthey were both Officers | 
N' to a mighty King. 2. That they both did | 
J] offend or ſeemed to offend their King. 3. They | 
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Pharaohs Butler and Baker, 

and Pharaoh himſelfe and 


| 
| 
| 
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| both were impriſoned. 4. That they both ' 

| dreamed true dreames, ſomewhat. like in ap- | 

pearance but quite contrary in ſignification. Laſtly, that they felt | 

the effte& of their dreames, and that the Butler was _—_— of 

Toſeph a great while but at laſt remembred him. 

have their good deeds, their bad deeds, their benefits, their STrobgn 
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| The good deeds of both are that ſo farre as wee ſec they bare 


cr wprifon- their impriſonment paticnely and cheercfully,for Toſeph witneſlerh rhar | 


| Ment patiently 
and chcerctul- 


they had not beene {ad in former time, when he found their counte- 


nance heavy for want of aninterpreter of their dreames, ſaying, why | 
are you ſo ſad today, intimating that they wonted not to be fo. There | 
is acertaine naturall cheerefullneffe that will beare a man out in com- | 
mon crofles, ſuch as impriſonment and make them merry, even 
chough they lic by it, and be in ſome danger of death as theſe. This 
is athing that lookes like vertue, but he that out of natural! wiſedome | 
is cheercfull is morally vertuous, he that is ſo our of the fighr of God 
and the innocencie and quictneſſe of his conſcience, 1s religious, | 
Labour to g<t ſo much grace as ro prevalle more with your ſclves,then 


| Buttheſe two men whom impriſonment could not make to change 
' countenance, yet became ſad when they wanted interpreters of their | 
' dreames. It was one of the waics by which the Lord was pleaſed | 
| to reveale himſelfe in thoſe times, this was a divine dreame offered | 
,unto each of them by God of purpolc to finiſh the thing he hadinten- | 


an Heathen man, evento beare all croſſes with an undeje&ed coun- 


| tenance, let no: calamities make your lookes heavic. Indeed it we ' 
| give our ſclves to grieve for our ſinnes upon occaſion of our crofles, it 
'15 commendable, bur fſadnefle at a crofſe bewraies weakenefle of 


| judgement, becaule it is a bootclefle macerating of ones ſclic, and ma- | 
| king himſclfe more miſerable then elſe the crofle could make him. Ir | 
{1s true, God hath ſcrtgriefe amongſt our affefions, rhat it might ſome- ' 


| what quicken us to thunne crofles and ro feeke an iſſue out of them, | 
and ſuch quantity of gricfe as is requiſite for that end, may well be 

entertained, though it {well not ſo big as to write it {elfe upon our | 
| cheekes and countenance. | | 


ded about Toſeph, and hence they cannot be cheerctull cill they know | 
'the meaning of the dreame, 


Tobe heavie when we want fit meanes of making us underſtand | 


that which much concernes usto know, is not blame-worthy. It theſe | 
were ſad for wantof a fit Interpreter of dreames, how much more cauſe | 
have they to be {ad that want an Interpreter of Gods Word unto them? | 
| Did they as well know the neede of knowing the Scriptures, as theſe 
knew the want of an Interpreter, they would be fad. upon a juſter oc- | 
caſfiton. But it may ſeeme much that we meete with interpreters of | 
dreames, yet itis likely, nay certaine, that rhere were ſome which un- | 
derrooke that office, asthere were that exerciſed other curious arts. I | 


ſuppoſe that God who gave dreames to ſome, gave thento others the 


knowledge of interpreting of dreames, and hence the Divells imita- | 
ting God did ſcthis ?dolarrous Prieſts a worke to doe the fame thing, | 
and hence the Interpreters of dreames among the Gentiles, Ir was 


| not. to be diſcommended bur rather approoved intheſe men, thar ha- 
 ving had dreames, they would have ſought to the Interpreters, and 
| were ſad thar their opportunity ſerved them not. How much more 
ſhould we ſceke to thoſe that can teach us better things, and are | 


ap- ! 
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appointed for that purpoſe and even be ſorry that wee want ſuch 
helpes 2? 

But another thing commendable is, that they deſpiſed not 7oſephs >. Ehey defpi 
cither yourhor meane condition, but open their dreames. And indeed | Monet 10 
this is athing which adverſity will worke men even ot high ſpirits un- | mcane con- 
to, not to deny familiarity unto thoſe that be farre meaner then them. | © 
ſelves. Itisa marter of neceſſity, for a great Officer in priſon to cor- 

[ry himſelfeaffably and ſociably to a poore youth attending in the pri- | 
fon, butro be affable to meane perſons when preferment and liberty 
| meete together, that is a point of morall vertue at leaſt, It is morc 
| beautifull in a great mans carriage, then any jewell or multitude of 
jewels in his apparell ; whoſoever deſireth to be had in good account, 
[let him ſhew forth this vertue, | 
Another good act we have in the chicfe Butler, that when he was | 
| put in remembrance. of 7oſeph by the falling out of the dreame of | 
' Pharath, and the inſufficiencie of the other Wiſe-men to interpret,then 
| he did a good officeto his King (though I cannot call ita good office | | 
to Toſeph as he did it) even to informethe King of it, and bring Toſephs 
| ability to light, and make this gift of his ſerviceable to Pharaoh in this | 
| exigent. | | 
| They doe agood office to a King or any other man, who helpe | 
| themto men of commendable ſufhciencics to doe any neceſlary fer- | 
vice for them, and who certific thoſe with whom they live what be- | 
|nefirs rhemſclves have reccived by another, that others may receive | 
the like benefit in the like necc{fity. All men ſhould be ſo charitable | | 
to tncir neighbours,asto commend untothem rhe ſpring from whence 
; themſclves have dranke refreſhing waters. 
{ Butſeethe faults oftheſe men, firſt they both ſcemed to have com- | Their faults. 
' mitted ſome treſpaſſe (ſome marcer of treaſon likely it was, becauſethe | #7," © 
one died for it, and the other ſhould have died had he beene found | conmit ſome 
| guilty) you ſee how dangerous athing it is to commit treſpaſſes againſt | **paite. 
a Soveraigne King by any kinde of treacherous attempts or carriages; 
yea ſo muchas inthought or word, for this is ſuch a thing as indange- 
reth the offendor both in liberty and life. Therefore Salomon warneth 
' us not ro meddle with ſeditions,and telleth us, that the wrath of a King t5| 19.16.14 
like the roaring of a Lyon, and that whoſoever ſinncth againſt him, ſinueth 
azainſt his owne ſoule, It may betall an innocent man to be ſulpeed of 
this crime, as here it may ſeeme the Butler found by experience,bur it is 
needfull that we carefully ſhunne the crime, though we cannot ſhin the 
' ſuſpition. Feare God and honour the King, letyour hearts be ſubdued to| 1 p:r.2 17. 
his Majeſty,and your tongues and much more your hands. Doe nothing 
by which you may ſinne againſt him, or cauſe himto be wroth againſt 
you. Kings arealittle Modell of Gods Soveraignty, he hath made 
them his depuries, S. Petey calleth themzhe Supreame, S.Paul thehigh-| ,.. .. 
er Powers. How ill ſpecd had Abſalom, and Shebah, and Bigtam,and Ze-| Rom,rz. 1. 
'reſh,and others that attempted againſt Kings: Learne to be duly ſubjeR | 
unto them by whom the Godof Heaven dothas it were keepe his | 
| —Pp.3 poſſeſſion? 
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the forgetting 


neſle, it is a compound of two faults, want of pitty and want of grati- 
rude, 
pray if any beguilty of this fault, let him nor forget it now, but 
| being put in minde of it by the hearing of a like offence in this Officer 
| of Pharaoh, ler him ſee ittobe as bad a vice in himſelte, as at the reading 
| of it he cannot chooſe but judge it in this Courticr. Had he ſcene fo | 
| much ſerviceablenefſe,ſo excellent skill in ſo hidden a thing as interpre- 
ting of dreames, and ſuch excellent parts in 7eſeph, and had himſeclfe 
found him ſotrue an Interpreter, as that all things came to paſſe: accor- 
ding to his word, and was he.not worth once thinking of for a whole 
| YEares ſpace together Sure he was glutted with his owne proſperi- 
ty, that in all choſe daies could not findin his heart to caſt one thought 
backe againe to the priſon, and thinke of the wrong done to that fo 
worthy a young man,who both miniſtred unto him 1n priſon and fore- 
| told his deliverance out of priſon, 
| This forgetfullneſſe of amanto whom we have beene indebted in 
| miſery, is ateſtimony that ſelfe-love hath ſo abounded in him asthar 
it hath choaked and conſumed all charity. Ir is a moſtdisbecomming 
| vice, itcauſerth hard cenſmes fromevery mouththat doth heare, he that 
| hath practiſed itin himſelfe cannotbut condemne it in another, as Da- 
| vid did his owne fault in a third perſon; forget not to blame your 
ſelves for having ſo forgotten. 


And now be taught to uſe your memory vertuouſly to remember 
thoſe that are in diſtreſle and under injuries, and thoſe that have ſuffe- 


red with you, and thoſethat have beene inſtruments of comfort to you 
inthe common ſorrowes that befell both. Memory cannot be better 
exerciſed next after the remembrance of God and his benefits and our 


| finnes,then in remembring the miſerics of others, with whom once our | 
| own ſelves were joyned inthe ſame miſery, and the kindneſlces we have | 


| received of them in our miſeries. And ſo much of the faults of theſe | 
| men. | 
| Nowof their crofles, they both were impriſoned, and ſure impri-| 
' ſonment is a crofle, To be limited to one chamber, to be denied the 
, common benefits that bruit creatures enjoy, drawing in the freſh aire, 
\and a free beholding of Heavenand Earth, to want the benefit of ones 
friends company, and be ſoreſtrained, that neither he can goeto them 
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nor they can come to him, to have one wall, one chimney, one win- 
dow for his proſpect, andeither none or but a few and thole diſconſo- 
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Impriſonment 
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late perſons as himlſclte toralke withall, this is a crofle I ſay ſotedi. ' 


ous, asnone can judge of it but by experience, yer many perlons both 
of high place and ot great vertues haye ſuffered it, 


and to praiſe God that hath not laid youtaſt in ſorze place of cuſtody, 
| that hath {ct you ar large an given you liberty to be with whom and 
where you would your {clves, in your owne houſes, or in your triends 
houſes, or where you cefire to be, where you have no doores 
locked upon you, no keeper toſhur youinand ler you forth, po con- 


O nowtheretore let mee counſell youto be thankefull for liberty, 


troler to take you up wich furly words, none to finde fault with you 
| in thartkinde, or to exact upon you. I ſay, thanks God for liberty 


| and know the henefit by having, which would {c:me great unto you 
if you wantedit. 

| Ard ſecondly, uſe your liberty well, keepe your ſelves from ill 
| company and jll courſes ; runne not into places worſe then priſons, 
then when you be out of priſon. Mailerate your tclves inyour free- 
dome, that you may not be abridged of your freedome, eſpecially 
take heede of running into ſuch crimes, as ſhould cauſe you to de- 
ſerve imprifonment. Harmefull creatures are chained or tied up, ſo 
muſt harmefull men, let your behaviour be ſuch, that you may not 
'inforce Governours to lay youfaſt, let not Satan ger you into his bon- 
 dage,be not priſoners to your luſts, and in this fence allo I may uſe Pe- 


[ters words, Abuſe not your liberty as a cloake of malicionſneſſe, or as an | 


occaſion to the fleſh, the abuſe of mercics doth forfeit them and ad- 
deth bitternleroche want of them. If there be not a grofle farnefle 
(growne over theheart of a man, he will call ro minde with anguiſh 
'his unbridled walking in his liberty that now is bound to one 
| ]- 

'Þ acc. 

' *But howſoever, learne to prepare for impriſonment and for that 


| purpole keepe friendſhip with God in your owne conlciences, with | 


{ whom you may comfortably conferre when the priton doores be ſhut 
and your other friends are kept out from you. And labour ro getthe 
| knowledge of the Word of God, the meditation of which may be 
'{weete unto you when folitarincfle would clſe caft you into your 
dumpes. He that can powre out his ſoule ro Gol in prayers and 


in ſupplications and in thankeſgivings, may make his priſon com- | 


fortable to him, he that can heare peaceable aniwers from his con- 
ſcience may fing Pſalmes in the ſtockes, and he that can mcditare 
' of Gods Word can never languiſh with ſolrarincfſe, when he lieth 
; under lock and key and that himſelfe alone alſo. 


' And another croſle is to the Baker alone, he loſt his life violently, 


diſgraccfully, and it may ſceme defervedly z foron the third day the 


King tooke them borh our of priſon, and then putting them to rriall, | 


| Gal.5.13. 
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1 he Bakers 
' croſle alone, he 
| Was hanged, 


hanged the one and acquitted the other, reſtoring him to his | 


place, 
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| To die an unnaturall, and ſhamefull and violent death 1s amilery, 
a Croſſe, a puniſhment, death at what doore ſocver it carry a man 
out of the world, is grimme cnough to looke upon, but to hale a 
man out of the world by violence and diſgrace, makes his approach | 
more terrible, Nature hates irs owne deſtruftion, the ſoule and 
| body cannot well indure their ſeparation, but ſo much the lefſe | 
| by how much the deſtruction is more violent, and the parting more 
| contumelious, 

| Ler us be thankfull ro God therefore that hath taken our friends 
Out of the world by faire and naturall deaths, and let us abhorreand 
 ſhunne thoſe capitai: ſinnes that may cauſe the Lord to bring us into 
the like miſery, and to pull us out of the world before our time, and 
; with much contempr alſo : and let us be alwaies ready not for death 
alone, but for ſuch a kind of death. A man is to brooke reproach 
' with death and as well as death. If onely malctaQtors did fall in this 
| manner, it were our duty to care for no more but to prevent crimes, 
' bur ſecing the innocent alſo have beene oppreſſed, witneſſe above 
all exceptions, our Lord Jcfus Chriſt and his bleſſed Prophers and 
Martyrs, now it is requiſite for us to prepare for a violent death, 
onely praying to God that wee may nor pull ir on our ſelves by our 
finnes, and then bearing it quietly, though it ſhould befall us with- 
out doing il], and moſt comfortably it ir ſhould befall us for having 
done well. | 
| And ſo muchfor thecroſſes oftheſe men. Now their benefits, | 

Firſt, they were both officers under a great King, enjoying places 
of —_ and like by too { if they wanted not good husbandry ) of | 
wealth. 

To have preferment and riches, or to be in the way of both, by 
a'tending -upon a mighty Prince, is ſuch an outward thing as men 
mzke great account of ; O how much more worthy a thing is itro 
be an attendant on God, and aſpeciall officer as it werein his Court? | 
They know not God and his ſervice, that cannot ſce an cxcellency in 
being admitred fo neereto the King of Kings. 

Bur ſecondly, they had in the priſon an cxcellent perſon to attend 
them, and one of ſuch endowments, that was ready by diligenceto 
miniſter any thing unto them, and by wiſdometo adviſe, counſcll and 
;informe them. 

/ Iris agreat happineſſe in miſery ro meete with a perſon able and 
[ready to comfort and cheere up a ſad hearr by cheercfull ſerving and j 
\by hearty counſell. Hee is as happy as one can be in priſon, that hath 
'a Toſeph robe with him or to waite upon him; God can give this benefit 
'ro us, we muſt ſupplicate for it, and learne to make as great account of 
ſuch in proſperity as in adverſity. | 
Now it might have beene tothe Baker a benefit, if his want of due | 
| knowledge had not unfitred him to make it uſctull, that he had three 
| dayes warning to fit him for death. There is no man that canpromilſe 
himſelfe lite for the ſpace of three dayes, but ſo caſy arc we to _—_ 
and | 


| 


| 


| 
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'and beleeye promiſes of life to our ſelves, unleſſe we ſee the time of 
our life moſt inevitably determined, that we will hardly ſet our 
| ſclves to prepare heartily for death, unlefle we be made to ſee that 
' now before ſuchatime we muſt needes die, Butit is our duty to looke 
; forthar, and walke prepared for it that may come every houre, muſt 
' come within a ſhorttime; for whatis the longeſt life when once the 
; concluſion of it is come upon us, 

| Againe, it was a bencfit to the Butler, he both knew he muſt be 
| delivered, and was delivered out of priſon, and retured to his place of 
honour againe, 

To have a comfortable deliverance out of croſſes is a benefic that 
we can cafily diſcerne to be great, who doth not defire it, rejoyce in 
it, pray for it and applaud others for it. It is therefore agreat good- 
nels of God to grant it, indeed if one have bcene caught by ſome 
aflition through wrongfull meanes, when nothing worthy thereof 
hath beene done by him ;. it isa fayour of God ro make his innocency 
knowne, and ſo to grant him a happy cſcape, but howſoever ir is 
a mercy. But you {ce here it isa common mercy, be thankfull for 
it, walke capable of ir, by being ſuch as God hath ingaged himſelfe 
 unto,to deliver them out of all adverſity. 

And moſt of all, make a good uſe of your croſſes and deliverances 
both, thar you may be better after a croſle, and that your deliverance 
may dcliver you alſo from finne, Hee tha: getteth not ſome more 
grace in adverſity then he had before it came, and doth not uſe that 
grace after to ſhew himſelfe to have profited by his crofſe, comes 


for this couple. | , 
Now we proceed to Pharaoh himſelfe King of F2ypr, we confider in 
him the ſame things, his good -and bad deeds, the good and bad occur- 
rents that befell him. | 
| Fitft for his good deeds, Pharaoh was indeed an Heathen and an 
| Idolater, but he ſeemeth to have beene a man of good wiſedome 
and morall parts, the good deeds recorded of him in Scripture are 
theſe, Firſt, having dreamed a divine dreame, I meane a dreame 
ſent to him of God for ſome ſpeciall purpoſe, he uſcd all the waies 
"| he could to come to the knowledge of it, and was much troubled 
when he ſaw that he could nor attaine the interpretation of it. For a 
dreame was but & kind of riddle or f{imilitude offered unto a man in 
| his fleepe, which did darkely, and yet truely repreſent ſome truth, 
\neceſſary for him to know. Indeed ſometimes God did appcare to 
' [his ſervants in dreames without any fuch darke and obſcure revela- 
tions, and in expreſſe and plaine termes didtell rhem therthings which 
they were to know, as in the dreames of A bimelechand of Abraham, 
but many times he appeared ro chem alone in fimilitudes, yet ſothar 
he made them know the meaning cafily, as in loſephs dreames, and 
in Zacobs dreame of the ladder, now ſuch an enigmaricall dreame being 
Pp5 offered 


our of a crofſe none otherwiſe then a beaſt may ſcramble out of adirch, \ 
and to ſuch an one a worſe thing ſhall befall afterwards. And fo Rot 
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oflered unto Pharavh, he ſought all meanes of getting the interpretation | 
of it: ſurcly we ſhould much more fecke to attaine the knowledge | 
of the Scripture, and defire to have ſome to intetpret the ſame unto | 
! us where it is dovbifull and obſcure. And it we negle@ to ſeeke the | 
' meaning of it, we ſhall doc as much wrong to our {elves as Pharaoh | 
ſhould have done to himſelfe, it he had flcighted this dreame, for | 
then ſhould his land haye beene conſumed by famine as well as other | 
lands. Therefore ſince God hath appointed you his written word | 
for your inſtru&on in matters concerning ſalvation, asthen he plea- | 
{=> by dreames t9 reveale what hee ſaw fir unto men, ſee that you | 
ſ-cke to know the word of God as he fought to know theſe dreames. | 
| | Onely know this, that often the wilc men and men of repute inthe 
| world, cannot tell you theſe things, bur ſome poore impriſoned | 
and negle&-d Joſeph. This is Pharaohs fuſt good deed, | 
v phe renny Nex when he heares of Toſeph ts contemnes him not becauſe hee | 
>eciuſe he wi: WAS a POOre ſervant and of low degree, but is carefull ro ſcnd for him | 
 poore ſerv: and to conſult with him,and by this meanes attaineth tothe knowledge 
OT ow 9 of that which all his inchanters, wiſc-men,and diviners could not helpe 
Joh,1.45. | him unto. 
| Surely it is a point of wil.dome not to ſlcight men becauſe of their | 
| ourward meanenefle, but without prejudice to conferre with them | 
if we heare 200d of them, and to be ready to hearken to their wife | 
| words, Caz any £0'd come onut of Nazareth, (aith Nathazxiel, prejudice | 
| againſt rhe mcancs of Chriſts birth and education would have kept | 
| | 
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him from Chriſt, if he had not followed Phrlips adviſe, who bid him 
, come and ſee. It pleaſerh God to triumph over the folly of men, that | 
will mca{ure things by worldly greatneſſe, and to give them overto | 
 undoe themſclycs. In Tereies rime the Prieſts and men of note were | 
oppoſite ro him; ſo Chriſt was therefore neglected becauſe he was | 
the fonre of a Carpenter. Take heede that you meaſure not men by | 
their high place and world'y accoumrements, God is often pleaſed 
to ſlcight grear oncs and to 1cipet the weaner: In this caſe learne | 
| wilſedome of Phayash and jucge notby the appearance. | 
z- When hee | Thirdly, when he faw the high wiſcdome that God had given ' 
law Joſephs | . . . _ ry Soo -- 

wiſdome hee | 1O Joſeph, he prefers him, nd makcs him chicte ruler of his King- 
| —_—— hum, domc NeXt uncer himſclfe, and commits Ioto his nand the care of 
| gathering corne in the ycercs of plenty, to fcrye againſt the yeeres of 
| | famine, | 
| | Ohhow dcfirable a thing is it in Princes to commend men to high 
| | place for their worth ſake « And how happy is thar nation, when 

| not a mans Eicher friends, or money, or flattery, or ambitious infinu- 

| ations of himſclfe, bur his parts, the abilities God hath given him, 

| and” firneſſe to diſcharge an high place, is the rule which the Prince 

| doth follow in adyancing men? Ir ſhall procure a world of welfare! 
rothe ſtare, and comfort tothe Prince, to whom the Lord giveth ſo! 

| much wiſcdome; as thus ro diſpence places of preferment. Bur I| 

= | ſpcake to ſubjes, wee muſt be helpefull to our Soveraigne yoo | 
; » of 5 witn | 
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with our prayers, that is all which our hands can reach unto. 

A fourththingis, Pharaoh continued to favour 7oſeph all his life long, 
and for his ſake ſhewd great reſpe&R unto his bretheren and ro his 
Father, ſending for him willingly and faluring him curteoufly, and 
planting him and his 1in the frutfull place of his Kingdome, and fic- 
teſt tor cattle, even in the land of Goſhen,  hus it bchoveth a good 
King, yea and a good man, to fayour ſhil whom he hath begun de- 
ſervedly to favour, and for his ſake to ſhew all good cſteceme to his | 
friends and kindred, fo farre as they ſhew not themſclves unworthy | 
to be favoured, Confſtancy in loving and honouring a worthy man 
becomes Kings, and Jargenefle of love, cven a kind of royall love, ' 
beſcemeth their perſons and places, for 2 worthy ſervants 1aketo ad-, 
| vance his Farher, Bretheren and kindred, This is a right Kingly love, | 
and ſuch as can fort alone with men of ſuch high qualicy. Meaner ; 
pcrlons want meanes to ſhew their favourable reſpect in ſucha ſprea- / 
ding manner. Indeed to preferre unworthy perſons, becauſe they ' 
|be of kirnetoa man of great worth and mich favoured, is not agrec-. 
| ablero the rules of wildome; burtlet them be men capeable of favour, | 
\and he doth not love a man thoroughly, that for his fake doth not | 
'alſo love thoſe thac are neere unto him. And if Princes have 
\uch a Princely love to their vertuous favourites, how much 
[more hath the living God to his « Theſe be things commendable in | 
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| Pharaoh. | 


| For his faulrs, God hath beene pleaſed to reveale none bur that 
| common fault, hee continued an Heathen though he had a 7oſeph 
in his Court, and highly preferred by himſelte. Ir is a hard mat- 
ter to get out of darkeneſle and to come into light, a divine fpirit 
muſt joyne with the meancs, or elſe the meanes will prove inct- 
feuall. 

Let us pray to God to leade us into the knowledge of his truth, or 
elſe we may live long with them that know it, and yer learne nothing 
ofir, Iris in our natureto ſcrtle our ſelves inthe religion of our fore. 
fathers, and not ro conſider whether it be true and good, yeaor not, 
A kind of flicenefſe in matter of religion, doth raigne in the world, 
{men will not be at the trouble to examine that which they find in 
uſe, they will not hazard themſclves in crofling the common-voice; 
\fo they ſwimme downe the ſtreame, and runne into perdition for com- 

pany, Let us be carcfull ro examine the things that we finde, and 
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ſeeing God hath vouchſafed us the happy guidance of his word, | 


let us learne to try all things and hold faſt the good : Onely intrying we 
muſt take heede that we be not of a kind of crofſc humour, tha: will 
ſtrive to goe in a ſingle way, and will refuſe things upon fleight 
grounds, as if they were glad to find occaſion to goc alone, And fo 
much for Phayaohs faultsroo. 

Now his proſperity was great. Firſt, God warned him of the 
Famine before hand that hee mighe prevent the danger of it ro his 
people : a great mercy tobe made to underſtand cvills long before, 

| that 
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3- His benefirs.| 
2. God warned 


him of the fa- 
| mine before 
hand, 
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(iz N, The Example of GCuare.z4,&c. 


that a manmay hide himſelfe from the evill of them, the wiſedome | 


'of mancan alone gucſſe of future things, and of ſome it cannot fo; 
' much as guefſe, O how great fayour doth God ſſizw to men when 
he will lend them a little part of his Wiſdome, and tell them whar | 
miſchicfcs are comming on the world. So God told Daviaghow | 
Saul and the men of Keilah would have conſpired againtt him, | 
| Chiiſt foretold his Diſciples of the ruine of Jeruſalem, and made 
thei able to ſave themſclves out of thar deſtruion. Now wee | 


I ee ll en 


of the evilito come in another world, and acquainted with the one- 
ly meanes of flying from that unſufferable wrath. Let us be as 


| carctull to beleeve thoſe prediQions and to follow that counſell for 
eſcaping the miſchicfe foretold, as here Pharaoh was to beleeve To- 
| ſeph and totake his counſell, and then ſhall we as affurcdly eicape 
[the miſery of erernall deſtruRion, as he and his Countrey eſcaped | 


the unhappineſle of Famine, 


God gave him] A ſecond benefir, God gave Pharaoh a loſeph, a worthy ſervant, 
a man of exccllent Wiſdome and faithfullncfle, fit for that high 
| honour of being Second to Pharach, who in all things behaved | 


a fanthtull and 


wailc tcrvainte 
' 


| 3, He was 4 
| rich and migh- 


| ry Prince, 
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The Egypiians 


pared to it, 


Canaan is com» 


4 


himſclfe as became a wiſe and godly man, The Lord cannot give 


muſt learne to eftceme it a greater mercy, that we are forewarned ' 


a greater benefit to a King and a Kingdome, then by preterring a 


Toſeph, by providing ſuch a man, and inclining the hearts of Kings 
to favour ſuch; this is a mercy which our prayers muſt obraine tor 
our King and tor our ſelves. Lord ſcnd 7oſephs ro the Court, and 
guide the heart of his Majeſty to love and advance Toſephs. 

A third mercy, he grew exceeding wealthy and a mighty Prince, 
poſicſſor in a mannerof all the land of Z2ypr, and had ail the people 
as his ſervants to plow the ground for. him, ſothat he was arich and 


| 
( 


1 
i 
: 


mighty Prince. But when Princes or other men become very great | 


and high, many tunes their weakencſle and corruptions turne that be- 
nefit into a miſery and occaſion of much miſchicte z learne ſo to re- 
ccive this benefit, as to be carneſt for grace, to uſe it well that it may 
not turne to your deſtrution. 

Bur of Pharaohs crofles we reade nothing, he was ſo proſperons a 
King, that no adverſe accident is recorded to have befallen him. 
Evento eſcape great crofles muſt be accounted. a great mercy, and if 
the Lord have cauſed any mans life amongſt us to runne with ſo 
even a threed as ir were that no adverſity hath interrupted it, he is ſo 
totake notice of this mercy, astotake heed withall, that he flatter not 
himſelfc with vaine thoughts, as if he were therefore much in Gods 
favour, becauſe of {ich immunity from outward evills, Not fo, but 
we muſt cver remember that in the Pſalme, That the wicked are lufty 
and ſtrong, that they have no bonds ia their death}, and that they be 
not in adverſity as other men. 

Hitherto of Pharach,now of the Agyptians, both theland in gene- 
rall and the chiefe officers. about Pharaoh. 


The land of Zgypt was a rich land and fertile, the Holy Ghoſt | 


doth } 


' 


| 
| 
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\doth not ſpeake much of their idolarry in Gexeſis, Butinafter times | 
| 


Pharaobs Butler,&c.C s a e.34,&c.' 


Es ere es <a 


_ 


they were infamous for it,and there did 7ſrae! learne to be Idolarrons If | 
God leave apeople tothemlelves, they will ſoone degenerare cither | 
| into prophaneneſle and a mcere contempt of God or into falſe wor- | 
ſhip and Idolatry. How thankfull ought wee to be to whom the | 
' Lord hath pleaſed to reveale his truch and ro keepe us farre from | 
| worſhipping a falſe god or embracing a falſe religion? | 
But we havean example of ſome good in theſe Egyptians, and a 
oreat vertue it was they ſubmitted themſelves td their Governours 
with a very great ſubmiſhon. The Famine lay upon them, they 
were coment to buy corne of Toſeph for money, and when that fai- 
[led, to pawne their cattell, and when that meanes was gone, to 
| ſell their lands and themſelves, and did not rebell 2nd with ſtrong | 
hand take corne to themſelves, whither Pharaoh and Toſeph would | 
or not. This was a moſt commendable thing in the Fgyprrans, they | 
would rather {cll themſelves to the skinne, yea fſcll rhemſclves and | 
all, chenthey would tumultuouſly riſe inarmes, make ſedition, rake | 
 corne by force and ſtrong hand. | 
O that we could {ce our duty in theirs, and learne to ſubmit our | 
{clves ſo conſcionably to our Governours, that norhing may drive | 
us to {edition or rebellion. A man might have brought great fhew of 
reaſon, why the Egyptians ſhould have refuſed to (ell themſelves and 
their lands,it he would have given leave to wit. and words ; but theſe 
menare content to ſtoope ſo farre,ratherthen to forget that they were 
ſubjets. Why ſhould not religion make us able to keepe our ſtomacks 


downe from all diſloyall praiſes, as well as nature taught. ir the 
| Egyptians ? 


Now for the faulrs of Zzypt, I have one to'marke, it is ſaid, they 
| wor faint with famine, Gen.47.13. or mad with famine, ſo ſome 
\tranſlate ir, and better; great croſles put menalmoſt out of their wits, 
; and drivethem into a certaine kinde of fury they know not what to 
|doe. We muſt pray to God for ſuch a meaſure of wiſedome and 
patience, that croſſes may not worke ſo diſtemperedly upon us. 
| Bur another good deed. They ſhew themſelves very thankfull to 
 Toſeph and acknowledged that he had ſaved their lives. Itis a good 
thing to confeſſe the good we have received from others, and thanke. 
fully to acknowledge to whom we owe our lives or any great office of 

love. 

| Alſo the Egyptians had agreat croſlefor they were utterly impove- 
| riſhed by famine. 

' Bur they hadgreat benefits, Firſt, ſeven very plentiful! yeeres, and 
| ſecondly, amanof wiſdome that provided for them before hand, 
thirdly, a man of equity that made them tenants upon due and eafic 
rates, w#z, they paid the fifth part of their increaſe to Pharaoh and 
' had foure parts to themſelves, then which what Tenant can defire a 
'more equall rent. Who could wiſh to have a better bargaine s So they 
[had youſcc an interchange of good and evill, as moſttimes the _ 

or 
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Their yertues 
They ſabmit- 
ted themlclyes 
to theur Gover» 
nouts. 


Their faults, 
They were | 
mad with ta» 
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thankful] to. 
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They were im» 
poverithcd by 
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Foure benefits, 
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| Pharaobs - Now tor Pharaohs Servants and Counſellours and Princes, we reade 
vants ripe . . 4 
—— hat not of any envie they had againſt 7oſeph, but that they applied them- 


into the land of Caraan to bury his Father, and accompanied him 
thither with great pompe. He was an Hebrew, yet his graces and 

good carriage caulcd thatthey all loved and honoured him, 
It is a commendable thing ſo to reſpeR excellent vertues, as notto 
| be mooved withenvie attheir proſperity whom vertue doth advance, 

yea to love, eſteeme, and honour them the more, becauſe they 
haye ſhewed themſelves worthy the higheſt dignities thar 
have befalnethem. The Court of Cyrs was filled with 
men of another temper then Pharaohs Court, How 
did they praQtiſe againſt Damels life through 
cnvic £ Lerus be liker the Zgyp- 
tian Lords here then 
the Perſian. 
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THE TWENTY SIXT 
EXAMPLE. 
OF 


COiult) 


f 


| | 111 26,5 L430 4-2, 
2. 4 C/>T laſt, wehave paſted through the perſons 
- vs that lived with #acob, and / ofepk,,and now 


muſt ſpeak of himſclfc. Firſt in;generall: 
_ Toſephwas'a godly tnan , ful of Verruc , 
who began betimecoſhew' himſelf good, 
"I: and continued fo to his laſt; for hee was 
? © ſold into: egypt not long after ſeven- 
" reene yceeres of age;, before rhen, he be- 
gan-to walke kohily;, an& God: beganto 
iy | +2  reveale'/farure ' things unto (him: by 
' Dreames (a ſigne of his ſpeciall favour and'love) and hy: name, his 
owne future proſperity and advancement. The ſame poodnefſe cons 
tinued rohisend; for'when he was about todye, he gave comman+ 
| demenr concerning his bones,as the Author ro the Hebrews norerh, 
| Oler ns labour to be followers of ſo good a patteracay this t zhere 
bee among you ſome yourg youths. of the age of -16, 17. or there- 
abours, Toſephs age , when God began roſhew himfelfe ro him. To 
you let me uſe the words of the Plalmift,, Come Children; ler me roach 
ou the feare of the Lord, . | . 


Heze 


A aa 


loſeph; in 
generall, 


Gen«37.28. 


He was a god- 
ly man, & be« 
gan to be fo 
Derimes. 
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your eyes, beſides the Example of 1ſasck and Toſeph, and that 


Gin. The Example of Cray. 39: &C ; 


Here is an example which will teach ir royou, if you will follow 
it: I befeech you to begin berime to enterraine true piety; you are! 
not ſo young, but that God can worke grace in your hearts, you 
may come to Gods Ordinances, and doe come, you have meanes to 
make you good, and your age bringerh with it to Church ſuch abj- 
licies of wit and memory, as are fitro be inſtruments of working 
Grace in your hearts. | 

Marke now, 1 will ſhew you good reaſons why you ſhould apply 
your ſelves unto Godlineſſe, even ſo carly, and then I will ſhew 
you meanes by which you may be ſo. 

For the firſt, the Lord ſpeaketh co young men and ſaith, Remem. 
bey thy Creator in the dayes of thy youth, Loc God deſireth ro thave 
you come unto him in the primeof your age. There be ſome per- 
ſons ſo young, that ſcarce any man will entertaine them for his ſer- 
vants, for they be not ſufficient yer to doe (ſervice : but God who 
entertaineth Greens, not to gaine by their ſervice, but to make 
chem gainers, he will admir them iato his houſe, and make them 
his ſervanrs, chart are willing to be his Apprentices, as it were art 
7, 8,9 yeeres, he rejeteth none, becaule they bee yer bur chil- 
dren : nay you ſhall ſee how deſirous he is to be ſerved wich (ach, 
for when his diſciples prohibiced thoſe thar broughe young Chil- 
dren, he reproved the , and commanided ro ſuffer yyw1g Children to 
come unto him, becaie of ſuch, (mearing not alone off thoſe that be 
like young childreft, in hanntrry , but even-of youn : Children 
cheraſelves) « the Kingdome of Heaven, Why ſhould you be fo un 
willing to ſerve ſo great a Maſter, who is willing to accept you ſo 
young into his ſervice? 

A :aine, the Lord Jeſus in Baptiſme hath made a Covenant with 
you, andtaken you into a Covenant with himſelfe, { chat you are, 
as I mayo ſay, even bound unto him .as covenant ſervants; doe 
not now prove run azates and breakers of your covehanr. 

Further, the ſooner you take Chriſts yoake upon yougthe more 
grace you ſhall get here, and the more Glory hereafter, inthar 
you ſhall both doe and receive more good, and avoid and ſhunne 
more ſinnes, therefore ſet your ſelves to his ſervice as ſoohe as 

ſible. Contrarily, the longer you tarry out of his ſervice; the| 

rder will it be foryoa ro enter iaco ir, for the continuance of 
finnes, as of ſores, doth make them more incurable, © * 

Further,your life is uncertaine, andir is a doubtfull rhing whe- 
ther you ſhall continue in this World, rill old aze or till middle 
age, make uſe therefore of the-preſent time, which God doth 

ve you. | 

And laſtly, Gow is as able and willing and ready to give 
Grace to you as to any other,. yea, and hee hath ſer be'ore 
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alſo of 7eich a King, who began to ſeeke God when hee was not a- 
bove 12 yeares old. 
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| : Theſe 
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losrtp rn, 


Theſe reaſons ſhould perſwade you, ler rhem perſwade you 
that are to follow after Godlineſle : ir is a rare, ching, but che ra- 
rer the berter; it ſhall never repent you to have gone before. 0- 
thers in well doing : now let mee tcJI you how you may bee 


| Firſt ponder much of your Baptiſme, and informe your ſelves 
| very carefally, what intereſt you have into God, and he intoyon . 


] and from hence embolden your ſelves to pray ro God for the in- 


| ward waſhing, that he would baptize yon with the Holy-Ghoſt, 
and tnake you able rorurne ro him and obey him. 
- Secondly be carefull roatrend ro Gods Word in publike, and 
| ro reade it; and to ponder onit, reſolving to obey ir'in your pri- 
| rate medirarions, arid theſe meaties will make a'v oung man good : 
and as Joſeph began ro be good berimes, ſo continued hee good: a 
| long ſpace, even to his}aſt age, ro the end. He was good in his Fa- 
| cthers nas in Putiphars houſe, in che Priſon, at Courr, in yourh, 
in age : for heedied at an handred and ten yetrs. 

Now I beſeech ton thathave begun car#ly with him, to conri- 
nue to the end with him, and ſee, that neither change ot place,nor 


Godlineſſe : andifany of you have ſeemed at Joſephsage very for- 
ward in Religion, bur are now in atnantier waxed key cold, and 
ſtarke naughr, ſcarce reraining any'ſavonr of 'your' former piety; 
ler Joſephs example make you take notice of your want of per- 
ſeverance, thar now at laſt you may' conſider your decayes, and 
ſtriye to recover againe, and (© to runne'ro the'end of tlie race 
with comfort. And yourhar are: Young, ſtrive to get rruth, and ro 
ftand by Go1s ſtreogrh, conrinually uſing Gods meanes, and iou 
ſhall be conſtant : and fo much of Joſephs'poodnefſe in generalT, 
eſpecially in reſpe&of irs beginning and continuance. 

Now more particularlie, conſider what was goodiin him in his 
Fathers houſe, andin ZXgypr, for ſo may hls lite bee ficly diſtin- 
uiſhed, by the places wherein he lived,” 6 

In his Fathers honſe. 1. He was willing ro rell of his Brethrens 
ill carriageunto his Father, ſo rhat they might be reformed. Thos i 
of you he are of ſo: ſlender authoritie or power, by reaſon of | 
their youth , or upon other conſiderations of meannefle of eſtare, 
or the like, rhac their owneE admonirions are nor likely ro pre: | 
| vaile wich offendors, ſhall doe a good office, if they make known ; 
che faulrs of ſach offendors to their betrers and ſuperiours, that 
fo the care may be wrouyhe by anorher hand, which» themſelves 


| cannot worke, 


Thus they of the houſeof Cle complained to Paul of the con-. 
tentions and diviſions that wefe ſo rife- and (ſcandalous amongſt: 
the Corinths. This a manis enjoyn'd and bound anto by the rules 
of Charity , which command him to ſeeke his Brothers amend-} 
mene and reformation of thoſe things that are evill, -I mo] 
| Aaa 2 rhar. 


LT 


Cnap. 39, &c, 


of ſtate, adverſity nor proſperity turne ybu out of the waves of | 


Meanes to be 
good bertimes. 


2, He con 
tinued good to 
his end, 
Gen.ulc, 
He>.tt.24' 


2 Morepar- 
ticularly, 


Is His good- 
nes in his Fa- 
thers houſe. 
Geneag7.2, 

1, He ac» 
quainted his 
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Pro.30.10, 


Grn. The Example of OCuav. 39. &c 


| chat moſt men will hate ſuch as complaine of chem, and call them 


cel tales, bur this kinde of, complaining may bee carried cloſely 
enough, that ir ſhall nor procure envie to the complainer, if the. 
Governoar will uſe his diſcretion,and rake care to find it our ſome 
other way, as in moſt caſes he may, rather then ro ſeeme to have 
come to the knowledge of it by ſuch a meanes. Bar if ir cannor be; 
concealed, all men muſt forme their dutics, though they hazard! 
themſelves ro ſome ill will and danger, * 
Now.you children and Servants, that live rogether in families, 
rake notice of Joſephs example if you {ce anyevil way of your com. | 
mon inferiours, ſpeake to them, admoniſh them if ir be fir , and. 
if they will notreforme, bring their bad deedes to thrir pareanrs, | 
or maſters cares, thae ſo you may not partake in their (innes , fos | 
want of ufing due meanes ro reforme them: Onely take heed, | 


nefſe, which ought to be paſſed by, and | 
Secondly, that yon never aggravate any thing, much leſſe faine, 

lye, counterfeit, for falfe- and flanderous complaining againſt a 

7 do to his maſter, is forbidden expreſſely by volomon, ſaying, ac- 

cuſe not 4 Servant to his Maſter : the word is uled to denore flande. 

rous and malitious accuſations, and ſuch muſt be avoyded in ref 

of ſervants, and men of lower ranke, that by ſecting their | 
ters againſt chem, they may not occaſion much cauſcleſle miſery 

,£O them. bc J > | 

. Againe, if there be any that have chafed, and entertained grear 


their faults, corheir Governours ; they muſt now condemne chem- 


have beene firſt admoniſhed, and no amendment hath followed , 
yea, though the others have told ic ficft ro rheir Governours, the 
faulc being groſſe, and rhemſelves ſo low, as there was nolikeli 

hood thatthey ſhogld have beene heard ; for why ſhould any man 
be offended becauſe another hath done his duty , and imirated fo 
good an example as Joſeph > For ſ{ccing all men muſt rake heed of 
parcaking of others faults, they ſhall partake in thoſe,they ſeek not 
ro reform by ſuch fir meanes as they may ſe : and this. of complai- 
ning to Governours, is a fic meanes, it follo ves that they wete 
| bound in Conſcience to open their mouthes in this kinde, and ir 
is doubrlefſe a ſinne to bee offended with another , for that 
which hee could not omir wicheurt Sinne, This /alling outwirh 
| him chat hach derefted a mans faults, is an evident ſigne of a 


| | man that loves his Sinne, and would willingly live in ic, but for 


feare of puniſhmene, - 

Secondly, Joſeph whilſt hee lived in his Fathers houſe, had di- 
vine Dreames afforded unto him; as toretelling his owne ad- 
vancement, and theſe hee faithfully and truly rold nnto his 


Father, and uato all his Brethren , although his | Brethren 
| did 
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Firft, chat you be gor apt ro complaine for every light weake- | 
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diſcontene againſt their tellow ſervants, or others, for telling of| 


ſclves for this ungrounded and cauſclefſe anger, eſpecially if they |. 
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Char, 39, &c,' 
did hate him for it, and his Father ſeemed to rebuke him,bur his 


—_ was very gentle, and rather fpr faſhionſfake to mitigate 
is Brethrens anger , then becauſe hee eſteemed him an offendor in 
telling his Dreames. Soirbehoveth all men tocommunicarte their 
knowledge unto orhers, fo farre as is convenient, eſpecially thoſe 
whom God hach made ſeers, and put-into an office of teaching o- 
thers, muſt bee carefull roinſtrut them 5 though the things bee 
ſuch, as they will rather hate. them for, then accept, | 
-  Dreames were at that time Ordinances of God, to inſtut men; 
If Joſeph could nor forbeare to tell his.dreames, how much lefſe 
ſhould any forbeare to inſtraQ, reach; or admoniſh their feliow- 
ſervants, or brethren, or any that are:neare to them. Young $Ss- 
awwel did tell his maſter Z/; his Dreatne, and d1d well in tellingir, 
yea, Eli charged him with great carocſtneſſe ro tell him all the 
truth : Bur let meu be ſure their. Dreames bee from God, before 
they tell them, -I 'meane, . that they have juſt cauſe to ſpeake , and 
that it bee the certaine truth they ſpeake, before they ſpeake to 
any. @ wiz. | | 

Thirdly, while Joſeph; was young, hee ſhew'd himſelfe obedi- 
ent to his Father, for when he called him ro ſend him to viſit his 
Brethren, hee was ready toobey hims anddid the office of a duri- 
full Sonne, addreffing himſelfe ro cheappoiured bulineſfle, although 
it was to take a Journey of:two or z '\dayes on foor. Come young 


(Gen, losszpy n, 


{ men and young women, atd 1lcarne of this good. youth how to 


carry your ſelves to your Parents ; if 'they callyoa , come, and 


and'preferre the doing of 'their will in: lawfall things, before 
your owne calc and pleaſure, + + | | 

You. know how preciſely che Lord. hath impoſed this duty np- 
on the conſciences of children, Childres obey your Parents in all 


| :hings, You muſt make no reftriQtion of the largenefle of this Com- 


mandement, but by adding that word, Lawful , Which out of o- 
therScriptures muſt needes bee . and: bee gives a rea- 
ſon, ſaying, ths is the firſt Commandewent ,' meaning of the ſecond 
Table, with promiſe, and with promiſe of welfare, laying, that it may 
bee well with thee, As ever you deſire to finde profpetity from God, 
fo you muſt bee dutifull roygour Fathers and Mothers, che'inftra- 
ments of your beeing, and bringing up, and the: moſt immediate 
Deputies of Godand you; which hee hdth ſet in his ſtead, rorake 
cate of you, andto rule you. | 
Now youthartare ſinfull and diſobetlierit Sonnes and Daughters, 
whoſe carriage doth farre differ from that of Joſephs, ; ſee the 
- >e—aqy of your Vice, byoppolidgunto it the faircncſe of his 
Ercae. Ny Wiles 26, 5% 5 | 3 -«.4401 
Doe not your hearts within. you iſay , that it was very well 
done in Joſeph: to ſay. to. his F athee, here am I ,' when hee cal- 


giveitherm dutifull and mannerly anſwers, if they ſend you, goe, | - 


4 


led himto goe on his errand, and when his father had told him his 
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2, He had di- 
vine Dreames 
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Which he old 
to his Father 
and Brethren, 
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| 4 Ke intrea- 
red his Bre. 
thren, when 
they wenta- 
bout ro ſel him 
ro ſtrangers. 
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' | and we would not heare, Loe how it behoves a good body to behave 


j Chriſtian Religion would preſcribe to a wronged man : thisſhewy 


Gen. The Example of Cnar, 39-&c. 


work by andby to ſer abourir, doe you not rhinke. that Joſeph gig | 
the office of a godly childegand that which his darty.bound him eo, 
and wherwith God was well pleaſed > It he did;as your ſelves mag | 
needes affirm hedid, be you grieved & aſhamed within your ſelves, 
of yourquite contrary carriage , whoſe conſciences can tell, char 
inſtead of anſwering hero Fam, have retained fome ſurly anſwer, i 
and inſtead of going on the buſinefſe , have gone 2 quite courredy| 
' way. Let your hearts ſmite you to-Repentance, that you may com- 
fort your Parents with obedience hereafter, whoſe hearts you have 
formerly vexed by your gtaceleſſe ſtubbarneſſe. $f 
Fourthly, when 1oſephs Brerhren uſed him exceeding injutibuſly 
and hardly, viz. ſelling himro forrainers, for a Bond-man : what 
did he , bat even intreat and beſeech them to deale berrer wich 
him ? as themſelves cell of his carriage, when they were touched 
with ſome remorce for their cruelty. Gen. 42, 214 He beſought ny, 


himſelfe to his equals or bercers, or any, chat being too ſtrong for 
him, when they doe offer hard meaſure unto. him, even iarreat, 
pray, beſeech, aſe all ſubmilfive, gentle,quier and failde words; and 
carriage. Learne that of $. Pau/whoſaith, being defamed, we intreas, 
You know Abigals carriage toward David, 'when ſhe found hiin in 
a great Chafe againſt her nd, and ready to doe violenceco her 
family, ſhe iatreated him, arid cauſed his paſhon toſtoppe ir ſclte by 
her faire words. Selewen hath told us, chat genc/e mege eee : 
mollifieche 


andif any thing in the world will afſw4ge the fury, 
hardneſſe, and remove the-craelcy of an enemy, iris this kinde of 
language and behaviour : If therfore any ofus beguilry of i 
our ſelves,in ſuch caſe,to railing,bitrernefſe,and violence, givin 
the vile tearmes, that wrath would put irito our monithes , &] 
' our Superiours, when they wro us, and dawbing them with 
[mot fouls name, ler ustake notice of our folly: in-being wrath- 
I, 4t' as . 4 e [71 
| This was not the courſe that naturall diſcretion, much lefſe”rhat 


him to be as proud and bicter, that ſtiffers, as they thar offer che | 
\ wrong.S.Ferer ſaith re ſhould nor render. reviling for reviling if we muſt | 
not raile on him thar abuſethus jn words,ncither then on them chat. 
abuſe us in ations. Nowthen learn meckenefle of 7ofeph, learneto 
frame your congues co this kinde of humble ſpecch, Is, 
wTrOon 53 F& MS . {L 
Perhaps you may ſay,that Joſeph didthis becauſc ke durſt dae no 
otherwile. 07d *713t 1181 1750: 90! 
I anſwer, if he feared his Brethren, :are nor you to feare God 7] 
if hee durſt not ſpeake wrathfully ro them, rhat hee might' 
nor the more ous and exove them , $hould not you rake 
heed of provoking G © vb whh the liccatious uſe: of your evill 


rongue ? / . 
Dus 
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Gen, ' Jo stvr ms Okarizg, &c.| 


|. But ſecondly | anſwer that it is very probable ; Jofeph did northis 
ont of bare feare, for then when be ſaw that the matter grew defpe- 
rate, and hee could nor prevaile by intreaty , he would have fallen to 
biteerneſſe ar [aft ; wherefore foHow his mildnefſe, beſeech when 
youare wronged, bur doe not rayle and revile. This is all: I have 
noted of oſephs privare life ir bis Fathers houſe ,now we will folloy 


as the free ſoane of a-noble and great man ruteb; ofa ſodaine 


ſuch durifulneſſe and fideliry, that he witnes his Mafter;and gainerh 
greater favour with him then any other ſervant ," av you may reade 
Gen, 39.44 7, For had nothe beene fairhfull and paitefull; God 
bad nor becne with bim. nor proſpered him as hedid.- 

Ler me commend his example to you that be ſervants ro-imirate 
it, laboar youro be good ſervants, fairbfull, diligent in your Mas |' 
ſters buſineſſe ang reſpetive rtowatds-theirpefſons , thar {6 God 
may be with you too, and'profper you , and you atlh may draw the 
loves and good wils of your Maſters: Your ſetvieeis not botid ſervice, 
wn 4 ſervice, at the workt it is butaſcrvicevf vight or aine yeares 

ely. #o T6421 1+ 315i v4 «191 | SO F-00% 

' Scethecommandement of God lyTng apon'yodas- much avit did 
upen ſeſtphi; and dot :that which: yon | ſee 'iaSim is paſible to 


ble to your ſelves,and moſt acceptable an |picalinges God: youre | 
ſervants now, you' may be Maſters 6r Govesriours hereafter,” ſo 

frame your ſelves in the funRion of @rvants, that God may bleſſe 
youwirh good ſervants. Carry your ſelves towards your Maſters, as 
you would wiſh your ſervants to carry -themfelves'to you , and for 
the moſt part , you ſhall fiad rhar/iws this as well as in-other things 
the will returne a mans owne meaſure init his owne 'bos 
ſome. The living God ''markes the carriage-of ſervants , accepty 
their diligence and fidelirty,and rewards it, and iris as evident a note 
ofrrue picty ,.to be a good ſervant, as4 good King ora good Mini-- 
ſter, and that will azake you good ſervancs , if'iyou know thar in ſo 
doing you ſhall be acexpred by God, and have yout wages from 
bim, if your Governours ſhould be froward.' And: to remember 
thar Saint Peterrequireth you, to (hew' your ſelves true Chriſtians, 
b _—_ good ſervants; evento unquietand crooked Maſters. But 
ifany of you have ſhewed your ſelves froward ſervants, ſullen, dog- 
zed , ſloathfull ,idle ; falſe, unrruſty, at beſt” but eye-ſervants that 
caied no further to doe your duty, then you conceived your Maſters 
ſhould know of your carriage, Otherwiſe not caring how you leite- 


alſo anſwering againe, and frowardnefſe and falſehood, denying 
= _Aaa4 A .-___ 
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God by his providence madehinra bondmar, he frames himſeffe to | him. 


[doe this is the way to make your ſervice moſt tifie and comforee-| 


red out the time, how waſtfull you were ood __ theſe fagles ' - 
c 


"Wy * 2. His good 
him into Egypr, and fee how he carryd binGlisthere. x. in-pri- | caryage in | 


vate-in the houſe. 1. of Putiphey 2; in priſon, 2: nivre publikely. 70. | Ee 209* | 
ſephe carriage in Pueiphent houſe deſererh praiſe (4, becauſe be was a Hil | 
diligent and faitbfull ſervant ants hiti ; /oſepb had beene bred up ten-|* moſt dili- 


ene & 4aith* 
[1 ſeryant ro 


i Per, 4. is, 


2, He ſhewed 
the rrue feare 
of God, 
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Js Had a 
thankfull and 
loving Ma» 
fer. 


yourfaults, O be bumbled in ſeeing your ſelves ſounlike ro /oſeyh, 
you would be accounted good Chriſtians as hewas a good ſonro 
1scob;, and be ſorrowfull you have not approved your ſelves ſuch as 
be did approve:himſelfe, . VVhen weſce the godlineſſe of thoſe 
whomthe Scriptures commend unto as., we muſt take notice ofour 
own naughrineſſe with remorſe and forrow, and runne to God to par+ 
donand reforme it, God that made 7oſeph a good ſervant can make 
thee ſo too, ſeckeunto him for his Spirit to make thee.bumble and 
conſcionable; Secondly, in his Maſters bouſe this godly man ſhew- 
ed the true feare of God, inthat be forbare to commit a ſinge 
ro which he was ſo vehemently ſolicited, ſaying to his Miſtreſſe, 
How ſhall I doe this great evill,and finne againfl God, Gen. 39. 9, Wee 
muſt all labour to plant an awfull apprehenſion of Gods greatneſle, 
juſtice, and preſence in our minds , that wee may not dare ro ſinne 
againſt him, this 'is. the vertue ſo much commended in the Scrip- 
| tures, ſooften required ,and that hath ſo many promiſes made unto 
| it ! This is that vertue which -muft prove our knowledge of God and 
our faith in him :I meane a not daring to ſinne in reſpe&tthat wee 


- | know itis offenſive'robim, and will provoke himgagainſt us : This 


verfue will hold the heart from ſecret ſinne, and ſuch to which wee 


to abound in it,the 


Propher galls it ovy treaſure, He thas bath gotten 
tt inauy good quamrty ; ba & 

and that which will doe hinz more good then all gold and filyer, 
Salomen ealleth it the beginning or bead , orchicte part, or firſt fruirs 
of wiſdeme. It is a grace which maketh knowledge uſcfull, which 
elſe will end or rather vaniſh in ncere diſcourſe and twattle. It is a 
prace that cannot be found, bur in a heart thoroughly ſanRified : 
that bath it is ſureto find favour with God , and to walke holily 
with God. Noman can ſufficiently ſat forth the excelleucy of this 
grace? It is that by 'which we mu worke out our ſalvation, 
| without which wee - cannot hold out :in' the way ofpiety , it 
muſt helpe us againſt falſe fearesand'falſe hopes , againſt pleaſure, 
againſt 'profit , againſt cregite, againſt diſcredite, againſi all the 
wayes that Satan hath to draw us.to finne? It will make you for- 
beare ſecret ſinnes, and ſuch as fleſh hath much ro ſay, why it muſt 
needs commit: a /arge meaſure of feare will make you forbeare ſuch 
finnes, and if there be any there, ir will make you crefull of riſing 
out of them by ſpeedy repentance. But you that are bold to finhe 
in ſecret , and careleſſeto repent of the finnes that you cat keepe 
ſecret , flatter not your ſelves with a falſe imagination , that you 

ave the feare of God. before youreyes. - 
Lg fa worthy man had a thankefull and loving reſpe&un- 
tohis Maſter,for ſaith be, my Maſter hath thus and Rents & 
| truſted me,and ſhall I ſo requite his loveas to defile his wife? you a” | 
that 


—_— wt 


be —— 


ha 


\Gux, The Example of Cav, 39, &c, 


thgotten the richeſt treaſure inthe world, 


| Grew, | J O S'E Þ H. Crap. 39, &C. | - Pp 


ay 


that every man ought to take great heed of wrong ing thar perſon in 


any thing from whom. he bath received much kindnefſe in any re> 
Q. i* F , 
"The good that another bath doreus ſhould offer it ſelfe untoour 
minds to make us ſtedfaſt in forbearing to doc any thing that may 
wrong, him, as we ſhould abſtaige from. injarying a benefaRout: 1n 
his wife or goods, or name, or jn bis children, or in bis body , oc if 
any other relpe&.. Conſider if yoy have beonethus thagkefull or nor, 
and be tbat is proved by the verdit ot his owne ſouleto- be engrate- 
full, (having not remembred good turnes received , to make bim 
temper himſcife fram injuries;); let bim- know , that this (hall be a 
great aggravation of his fault, that what (ſbould haye prevayled to 
wichdraw a man from ſinne, and'\hath not , fhall certainely prevaite 
to make his puniſhmentxbe moe grievous; "YL 

Haſt thou wronged any one in his good name, wife, &c. Concer- 
ning whom if ingratitude and love of finne had not pellurcd and cor: 
rupted thy memory , thou mighteſt bave ſaid, he bath done this and 
ths for me, and ſhall I ſo requite him > Þluſh fot ſhamero thinke 
thar thou baſt igcurred the odious .Dname of an ingratefull man, 
aterme of as much reproach as any can be. 

And now tread in Joſephs ſteps this way, ſhew that you doe account 
your ſelves indebted for favotss and curteſies, by having them ready 
in your minds ,as adifſwaſive from any tnannerofinjuriouſneſſe xo 
them ara mares ou __ reno (eres Ler = 
memories lerye YOu $, ion Fil{oone 
injuries to hinder from gratifying another, for us 83 ſoofe recall 
kindneſſesto hinder-from burting. TOEY 

Bur fourthly, This /e{cph ſhewes: forth: that excellent verrge of 
chaſtity, and that inan high degree, for being a young man, and car- 
neſtly and often, yea almoſt continually. impartuned by his Mi- 
ſtrefſe ro commir adultery with her, he. continues / to repel] het 
remprtations with a peremptory denyall, and ſhuts her c 
by all the waycs be can,& when ſhe caught him at ſuch an advantage 
nnce, that having him alone ſhe durſt lay bands upon bim,, and offer 
as much violence as that ſexe could offer in that caſe, he leaves his 
garment with ber and runnes our , fo farre is he from yeeſding ; 4 
eruer and aobler patterne of continency, how can we thinke of # If 
we conſider his age and his perſon and che perſon of the ſolicirteſle, 
and the conrinuance of her evill ſuir, and her eatneſtneſſe in it, 
how great a pattcrne is he of conſtant and invincible purity > Bur the 
words that can be beſtowed ia commending bim will all fall ſhore 
of his worthineſſe, I ſhall endeavour ro commend this' grace unto PO OI. 
you ;chaſtity is a ſweet and excellentyertue.” | TOES 

The keeping of the Body pure and undefiled, and forbearing to | ru. 
#. | mixe ones ſelfe with any perſon not allowed by God,according th 

bis Ordinance, eſpecially when ſtrong temptations are offered t6 | 
| inflame libidinous fancies, deferverh great praiſe , fot it ſheves | | 


4- He wan 
very chaſte, 
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(ren, The Example of Cuar, 39, &c.| 


that the heart is fully reſolved not to doe evill. Indeed if the ror en- 
tertaining of ſuch motions ariſe froni' inabiliry of body and unfit- 
_ to ſatisfie them, this cannot be called caſtity, but debi- 
ItY, : 
| Wee muſt confider how much the Apoſtle diſgraceth unclean- 
nefſe and fornication , be ſaith, it is injurious ro Chriſt, rotheholy:. 
Ghoſt, roa mans owne body, to Chriſt , if he be aprofefſour of 
Chriſtianity that doth ir, for 1t takes one tbar is joyned to 'bim, 
and tO his myſticall body, a%a memberthereof, and makes it the 
member of an harlot, which is a indignity-to the holy-Ghoſt, 
for it takes a Temple dedicated to him, ſuch isthe body and ſoul | 
of every Chriſtian, and makes it a hog-ſty, to lodge filthy luſts 
in z to a mans owne body, for herbat doth ir," ſinnes againſt his 
owne body , in making-that the very inftrument of committing 
thar foule ſinne. 

Now as much as may be ſaid in the reproach of the finge, fo 
much on the contrary may be ſaid in prayſe of conrinency , by ita 
man keeps Chriſts members,and the holy-Ghoſts Temples, and his 
owne body , free from fo grear baſeneſſe, of being made ſubje& 
to an barlot. | 

The way is, firſt roplant in ones owne heart a reverend feare of 
Gods all-ſecing eye, yea to pray much to Godzto beſtow a good 
meaſure of this graceupon him. © | 

The ſecond 1s ,tocount' the fin a great wickedneſle , for fo hee 
ſaith, this greas wickednefe: The holding faſt in ones mind an ap. 
prebenfion of the grievouſneſſe of a fault, is a great preſervative 
againſt it; bur if one once yeeld to fancy, that it is no great matter, 
then will it prove no great matter to draw us tir. 

- And indeed this finne of Adultery muſt needs be a great wic- 
kedneſſe, becauſe it finnes againſt a cleare light, and is contrary 
to a ſolemne vow and Covenant made berwixr the marryed. 

3. Amanmuſt often ponder on the threars of God madeagainſt 
this finne, and prefſe tbem upon his owne ſoule, and pray to God, 
ro make him beleeve and feare. 

Fourthly ; he muſt ptevent the occafions and fly from them, even 
that occaſion of gs | ny , eſpecially in ſolirary places, and 
alone with thoſe, to w bis beart is inclined, or indeed , with 
any with whom ſuch a finne may be commutted, bur upon juſt 
grounds and cauſes. | 

And laſtly, a man muſt not truſt upon his owne- ſtrengrh;, bur 
conſtantly ſupplicate to God keep downe his inordinate paſſions, or 
elſe he ſhall and them too unruly for him. - Bot 

Labour you thatbe young , and you tbat be elder, and all, roat- 
taine this power Over ill defires, God that wrought it in Joſeph, can 
worke it inany Other as well, you ſhall doe well to produce Ieſep 
Example unto God, and. beſeech him ro ſhew his Spirir and hi 
feare in you, ashedid inhim«. - 
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Gen; 


] O SEP H., Chap. 39, &c, 
_ 'Whyare godly mens worthy deedes ſer up before our eyes in 


like unto them > Bur as all muſt bee exhorred roger Chaſtiry, ſo 


Scriptures, but that we may ſtrive and pray, ari4 hope to be made | 


chiefly thoſe which bave beene overtaken already with the con- | 
erary crime of Advulteryor fornication, or both. Ir is more eaſie 
co-forbeare a ſinnethe firſt rime, rhen the ſecond, the ſecond then 


the rhird, and (o forth, unleſſe great care beuſed ro ger the hearr 
throughly healed. 

| If Joſeph had lived in Fornication with any other, he could ne- 
ver have reſiſted his miſtreſſes inticements.j They that have ycel 
ded to this ſinne ſhall more hardly fave themſelves from ic , rhen 
choſe that have never yeelded : bar if a man doe frequently and 
nnfainedly repent of this, as well as of other finnes; ic will bee 
made ſo loathiome to him, that « bags aſhſtance he ſhall prevaile 
againſt it, yea even though ir be his darling corruption. 

I goe on ro ſhew how Joſeph behaved himſelfe in che honfe of 
his Priſon, and that to his Maſter there. the Jaylor, and alſo to the 
Kings Officers that were commirred thither. 

Firſt, he fell to his old trade of diligence and faichfulneſſe, car- 
rying himſelfe in ſo vertuous a manner, that the Jaylor did affe& 
him, and liked him more and more, till at laſt he intruſted him 
wich all che charge of che priſon, This was a great truſt, for you 
know what extreame danger a Jaylor, chicfely of ſuch: priſoners, 
doch put himſelfe in, if his priſoners eſcape : there againe there- 
fore ler all inferiours be perſwaded to ſeeke to winne their Supe- 
riours, by good and vertuous carriage, cſpeciall y meekeneſle, 
ſubmiſfiveneſle, painefulneſſe and cruſtineſſe, This will worke a 


" 


2, Toſephs 
good carriage 
in priſon, 
Gen 39.41s 

i, He was 
diligent and 
faxchtull. 


man into favour, cven with an hard maſter, bur I ſpake of chat 
matter a ſictle before, I will ſhew you his carriage ro the priſoners, 
ro whom he wasan Atrendaart, it is commendable in theſe three 

Firſt he ſhew'd himſelfe deſirous to comfort them, when they 
were ſadand dejeced, askingthem why they were;ſad: had hee 
not bin of a kinde and tender diſpoſirion, he would not have hee- 
ded how a perſon, to whom himſclte had no. more relation, had fa 
red , whether ſorrowſully,or merrily ; burſo pode was hee, that 
hee ſeekes ro-comforr them, by asktng them the cauſe of their ſad- 
nefſe, and ſeckingroremove it. We (hopld-all learne..co practice 


ce Joſeph intrearing roknow their Dreames, and di.ig-ntco inter- 
prer the ſame, It is an excellent vertue to, be ready ro comfort the 
afflicted, and ro revive the fpirirs of them that bee.ca 1 dowae, ſo 
farre as we be ab'e, bur a churliſh,ca x 7 
cares not wherher men cry or laugh,be merry or ſad, 1s a proofe of 
much pride and ftupidity of ſpirit, and muſtbe ahhorred. 


this courteoulneſſe roall men, chiefly ro ſuch as are in affliction | 
orherwilc,even helpeto raiſe up their hears wich gaqd words; and | 
ſo much as we can, to become inſtrumenry of. cheering, them, as you | 


relefle remper, whereby a man, | 


Gen.40, 
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comfort che 
priſoners, be® 
ing ſad, which 
he arrended 


upon. 
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3. Hee was 
faithfullin in- 
rerpreting 
their dreames. 


4+ Hee was 
carefull co ger 
out of priſon, 


3: Tofepbs 
good carriage 
in publike. 

1, Toſtran: 
gers, 

1, To Pharas'. 

Is Before his 
preferment 

1, He deales 
plainely and 
faichfully wich 
him. 


les; 
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Dreames one 


'of Gods ordi- 


;Nances, 


— 


| thing was certaine to be accompliſhed withour all faile, and alſo 


| 
' 
| 
1 


b 


Gan. 


Againe, you ſee bim faithful in interpreting their dreames, got 
ſecking to flatter the Baker in regard of rhe likenes of the dreames, 
You muſt learne ro deale truely with men, telling them as the 
thing is, not falſifying your words to pleaſe them, aud to prevent 
their ſorrowes. 

Moſt of all, muſt men deale tryly in interpreting and applyi 
Gods Word, and youmuſt learne to be fo wiſe, as to accept ſack 
true and plaine dealing, 

Laſtly, oſeph was fo wiſe, and fo pradently carefull of redee. 
ming himſelfe out of priſon, that be would not ler flip the oppor- 
tuniry of ſpeakingro the Burler to remember him. Ir is very law- 
full for any man to uſe good meanes of gerring out of a croſle, and 
to take all ſuch advantages as God ſhall afford, of ſuing and ſuppli- 
cating unto ſuch as may be belpefull ro him in that bebalfe, as 70- 
ſeph doth , bur ſtill wee muſt rake beed that we be not overapt to 
accuſe and diſgrace others, whileſt wee ſceke ro gaine friends to 
our ſelves. Toſeph ſpake nothing ſharply agarnit his brethren, no 
nor yer againſt bis Mittreſſe , the morero prevaile in his requeſt to 
ene Burler, that r% op ſpeed him. 


Hitherto of Joſephs private life, now of his more publike carriage: | 


r. To ſtrangers». 2+ Towards his Owne kindred and Fathers bouſe. 
Firſt, towards the Egyptians, both to Pharaoh, and then to the Com* 
muvalty of Bgypr. Firſt, in his carryage to'#ha; 49h, r.Betore his pre» 

t, & then after. Beforetris prefetment, r.he deales plainely & 
fairbfully wich him (as Hefore) in incerprecing his rwo dreams; After 
he had ſhaved himſetfe & changed his'garments he came in ſpeedily 
torhe King and roldbhimthe/meaging of his dreams, fully ſthewing 
what was fipnifiedby the ſeven fare and leanc Kine, and what by the 
ſeven full and 162ne Eares of corne, and then what by the ſeven leane 
Kine and leane Earcs;*which devoured the fat ones , vis. By the 
tormer, ſeven molt plentifull yeares, in which the earch ſhould 
bring forth comme and all fruits in grearabundance, and by the larrer, 
ſeven moſt fcant and peturious yeares of great famine in which the 
ca!th ſhould:yeeld none increaſe ar all, fo that the plenty ſhould 
be utterly forgotten, and the Landfhould be corſumed wirh' ſcar- 
eiry, andthe doubling” of thedteame, he fairh, did (hew rhat the 


the ſpeediiefle ofthe thing whichſhoald begin prefently ro be ac: 
—_— | 

+ "Thus 7oſcphtells the things tocome with all plaineneſſe, and moſi 
fully : Drezmes were one EF, Gods ordinances, by which hee did in 
choſe timesreveale rhoferhings to men , which he” intended they 
ſhbuld know , and the interpreter of Dreames was to ſbew the rue 
meaning '6f God, ptainely without.adding or diminiſhing, and 
witbour atty di bring Or ambig $ Hence al! thoſe ro wham the 
interpretarton of Gods will revealed ynto men ſhall be commutted, 


The Example of Cuav, 39, &c,| 


I 


muſt learne to dealt plainely , fully , and truly: They muſt | 
: A j 


—. I Rt 


— - 


—— 


| Grew, Josty Hs. CHap: 39, &Cc. 


all evidence and perſpicaity ſhew the things which God hath rold 
them, and muſt not not hide or alter any thing at all; what God 
declareth, they muſt declare , making manifeſt alſo the certainty 
and ſpeedineſſe of the things, both that they (hall ſurely come ro 
paſſe and preſently, in the due time appointed. | 
Oh thatthe Lord would thruſt out into his Church able, faich- 
ſull and painfull men, that might ſearch; diligently inro the mea» 
{ ning ot his Oracles, and fully declare his will unto his people, 
careiully ſtirring them to believe the things, and ro expeR them , 
and makenſe of them : now you ſee his fairhfulneſſe, 
Secondly, marke his wiſedome and prudence, joyned with love 
and good will, for he perſn ades Pharoahto appoint fir perions to 
ather up the abundance of the plentifull yeares, and keepe the 
_ in ſtore againſt the penurious and ſcant yeares, that ſo he may 


| prevent the miſery, which clſe would have fallen on the land, So 
thoſe thatare to m_—_— Gods Word to his people, muſt adde 


counſell, advice, perſwaſions, and exhortarions to provide them 
to make good uſe of their knowledge, even to provide againſt the 
danger to come, and tomake uſe of all thoſe good helpes , whick 
God ſhall affoord chem for that purpoſe. 

* We have now plentifull rimes of ſpirituall proviſion, by which 
wee may get knowledge how to prevent the danger of erernall 
death : who can tell whar ſcant and thinne times may come here- 
a'ter, in which we may feele a fore famine of the Word, and not 
be able togert inſtruion and exhortation, which now wee have in 
huadines 

Ler ns ſtore cur heart with knowledge, now in theſe times of 
plenty, that our ſoules may not periſh for want of true knowledge; 


& then when the means of knowledg ſhall be diminiſhed, make uſe 


of Gods goodnefſe,thart you periſh nor for want of true knowledsg : 
Yea the Lordin his Word hath plainely, revealed his minde con- 
cerning the damnation of impenirent ſinners, and ſalvation of the 
penitent, O now labour to get repentancein theſe happy ſeaſons 
of Repentance, wherein God offers grace unto you, and put nor 
off theſe great workes till after uncerraine_ times, when no more 
meanes of repentance ſhall be granted, then-rhe Azyprians had of 
getting corn, inthe ſeven yeeres of deadly famine; uſe the oppor- 
tunity of getting grace, as Pharaoh did of getting ,Corne. Now it 
is the day time, now the light ſhineth, now the Lord conrinuerhto 
ſtrerch our his hand, oh turne to him, feed of the Word of life; 
heare the Word, reade it, and ponder uponit, obey it, and turne 
to God, and believe, and obey, whilſtic is called roday, that you 
may nor hereafter labourin vaine, about ſo neceſſary a bulineſſe. 
Thirdly, you ſhall ſee in Joſephs carriage grear humility, lowli- 
neſſe ot heart, hee brags not of himſclie and his owne $kill and 
abiliry , hee doth nor lift up himſelfe, becauſe this rare gife of | 
[interpreting of*'Dreames was =_ unto him from Go p, on 
ait 


e. 


2. Hce ſhewes 
prudenee and 
lore, 


_ 


—_—G a_— c<_ 


(tx. The Example of Cuar, 39, &c.| 
ſaith, it is not in me, God ſhall give Pharaoh an anſwer of peace. 

Wee ſee the ſame humility in Dariel, when he did likewiſe in- 
eerpret the dreames of Nebuchadnezzar, for ke ſaith expreſſcly, as 
for mee, this ſecret is not revealed unto me for any wiſedome that I have 
more then any living. Loe he deprefſeth himſelfe, and gives the glo- 
ry to God, wee muſt learne to beſtow Gods gifrs humbly , noc 
vaine-gloriouſly, and with oftenration , ſerring up our ſelves, bur 
hambly acknowledging our owne meaneneſſe, muſt give God the 
honour, and labour our ſelves ro be made inſtramears of good to 
men, by thoſe indowments, wherewith the Lord ſhall enrich 
us. 


Ban.2,30. 


Humility adorneth and beautifierh all graces, it is this Vertue 
that addeth luſtre to all graces, and commendech him in whom ir 
is, more then all his abilities beſides : bur vaine glory and often- 
tation, and ſelfe conceitedneſſe, and vaunting ones felfe, and be. 
ing puffed up, doth as ir were ſoyle and ſullie, and defile and dawb 
all gifrs, and maketh him, in va chey worke this effec, as loath- 
ſome and contemprible, as if he wanted all of chem, learne nortro 
exalr your ſclves, that God may exalrt you. | 
4, He hew-| Another thing to be noted in Joſeph, hee ſhew'd all reverencg 
ecallreve- . | andduereſpeR to the King, as Pavielalſo did, giving him durifull 
reſpc& to the | words, and carrying himſelfe ſubmiſſively : ſo maſt we doe when- 
King, ſoever we approach before Rulers and Kings, our words and pe- 
ſtares muſt boo decent and reſpeQive, tending to expreſſe an ho- | 
nourable eſteeme of them, becauſe of rhe Image of Gods Majeſty 
and greatnefſe, which (hineth in them. Joſeph would not come be- 
fore Pharaoh, in the ſordid garments of his priſon houſe , nor with 
the haire of the dungeon, but pollerh himſclfe,and gerteth on ber- 
ter attire, and ſers himſelfe in all his carriage ro honour the King, 
| ſaying, God hath ſhewed Pharaoh, what he is about 16 doe, and God mill 
| anſwer for Pharaohs peace. Oh that we could learne mannerly , and | 
durifull, and reſpeQive carriage towards Princes and Superiours, | 
even for conſcience ſake ro God, | 
' How frequently dorh the Scripture mention the good carriage | 
of godly men to Kings, they bowed to them with their faces ro 
the ground, they worſhipped them, they gave them fir ticles, and { 
did nor thinke it much to ſtoope lowe unto them, as we ſee in rhe f 
ſtories of Scripture, 
Woe unto them therefore thar deſpiſe governement, ſpeake e 
evill of digniries, and flight choſe whom God hath advanced, no a 
thing but fooliſh pride, and a want, as it were, of ſecing Gods face, < 
| in theſe his Vice-gerents, hath enboldned them to contempruous f 
| words, and carriages : Yea, you muſt know, that nor alone to Mo- 
| narchs,  Potentates, and great Commanders in the World, this d 
reverendcarriageis due, bur to all Governours ia their ſeverall, b 
chough farre lower places, ſeeing all the places are of God, and | 
not only the higheſt powers, = | 
cre- 


_—_— CC—CG__— EO _ 


| Gen, JosEey H. Cav. 39, _ 5 


Therefore to inferiour Magiſtrates, to husbands, Fathers; Maſters, 
doth the Scripture call for Reverence, and. whoſoever is bold to — 
deſpiſe inferiour Governours, doth nor for any Conſcience appear >. ls 
reverend to the higher powers, bur alone out-of carnall ſcare and 
ſiniſter reſpets. Ah, repent of your irreverent, diſdainefull; and 
intettperate behaviour rowards, Governours, ated now learneto de- 
clare your fear of the great Ruler of all things, by ſhewing fear ro. 
| wards all thoſe for his ſake, whom hee. hath binne pleaſed-co {er o- | 
yer you. YEE, WO ON EET 
Another point of faithfulneſſe, reſpctand lhyalty;. Joſeph alſo | ». Afrer his 
| ſhewd ro Pharaoh King of Apgypr after his advancement , hee did | preiermens 
nor ſend for his Brerhren, nor place them without the licenſe of faithiull and 
the King,nor would take his journey after-ro bury his-Father, ril he | oyall co Pha: 
had atrained the Kings good leave,So muſtalPrinces,high Officers, | 
|and Nobles under a King, ſhew. .chem(clyes ſo-loyall and reſpe- 
| ive co the King, as to do no matter of weight, but by his licenſe 
{and direRion, neicher muſt they adyance their friends and kindred, |. 
| nor ſhew reſpeR antothem otherwiſe, then. with due ſabordinari- | | 
|onand ſubjeQion to the Kings authority and will, Kings muſt bee 


| honoured, reſpeted, obeyed; andall faithfalneſſe muſt be ſhewed 
| cowards them ; che ſafety of a Kingdome-is, upheld by. the reſpe& 
declared unro him, whom Godhath made head of it... -; |, 


Ler all nt one chemſclreofobar God, be, carefull to | 
follow Joſeph in thus honouring che Royall Majeſty, we muſt nor 
| wrong them, nor ſlight:them, nor preſume; cog.much onthem, nor 

advance thoſe we like, wich injuzy.co chem; (11) {3 555 1 (Ve) | 
Joſephs carriage after his preferment, in other reſpes was come | » 
mendable ; Pharaoh ſeeing his greatwiſedome,, is fo rakea with it, 
|rbat he makes him the chiefe ruler over che Land of XFgypc,and' 
| giving him his ring from his owns hand, makes him che chiefe rue? 
ler underhim, as you would ſay,zthe Lord Chancelor of the King-' 
dome of Xgypt. T3] 9% 15301 TO 2{ju0t ) 

Now in this great office, he carrieth and behaverh himſe!lfe moſt | 3. He beha- 
fairbfully, diligently, and diſcreecly;for he goeth qur from the prey rok ma 
ſence of Pharaoh , and goes throughout all: the Land of: Xgypr, faithfully dili. 
and gathers up all the food (meaning the overplus of food ) ofthe 


gently & Jifſ. 
CIectilye 
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ſeven plentiful yeeres, and laid up the food. of eyery City: of the 
field, that was roand abourtir, till ic was paſt, aumbring;he himſelf 
did not every thing, that were impoſhble, but himſelfe rooke care 
to prepare firre ſtore. houſes, and fit perſons, and Money,' and 
all rhings requiſite for {o great, a worke-, and was, a careful 
Overſeer of &o buſineſſe , that no failing or falſe. hood might be 
found inany one, -. 1 fits het) | 

. Here I pray you co fulfill the Offices that- are commitced un- 
to you with all painefulneſle, care and diligence, refufe'no la- 
bour, bee weary of no. paines, but alwayes give your. ſelyes to 


your buſineſſes in your offices, les him that hath an office, wais on it, 


I, He was 
diligent and 
m lin 
garheri 
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The Example of Cuav, 39, &c. 


Paul ſpeakethir, eſpecially of eccleſiaſtical offices, ir is true alſg 
of civill : as Joſeph'in this matter-did diſcharge the rruft repoſed 
in him, ſo doe you ir all plates wherero you ſball be called: if any 
man be prefer'dto'any place of command in-Church or common- 
weale, he is as much tyed ro nnderghe the labour of the workes of 
that place, as Joſeph was to thivof colleRirig eorne : and he thar in 
his place is carelefſe; negligent; &r unfaithful, frnnes againſt God 
and his owne ſoule; andthe common-weale, therefore the Apo. | 
ſtle bids us, not 80 be ſloathfull in buſineſſe, We muſt nor ſuffer our ſelves 
to waxe weary of th&paines, and be tyredwith the workes of our 
callings, in ſuch places, 'bur by 4\conſcionable confideration-of 
Gods Providence, iffetting usin ſuch places, wee muſt quicken onr 
ſelves agaitiſt all dulifſe and weariſomneſſe, This ſhall be ah honour 
to a man, before thoſe thar are craly wiſe and indicious, for not the 
poſſeſſing of a place bf power, burthe due diſcharge of it is a credir 
unto men. os & 0.303 
The worſt and mbRt unworthy man, may: be lifted op on high, as 
was Hamay, but iris proofe of true vertoe to doe the worke of 


| the plate; fitly, as did: Panicl when Cyrer advanced him to bee che 


third Rullet in the Kingdome. This alſo ſhall comfore the heare of 
a man, wheh char tithe commetichar hee muſt give arvacconne.rs 
God, and his cotiſciente, of þis butikviourin hisplace : for you maſt 
conlider drethrin; that every'menfrom the loweſt ro the higheſt 
muſt give #n actonht df his/Rewardfhip, and then, not the great ho- 
nourttzÞ ke hath'psMeMed% not the great ſtate hee hath gotten, 
_ _ up his ſoul,bur his falthfall'and conſcionable diſcharge 
of his tarp. 09009 © 4 04D” fb | 

7 gt 6s pragice therefore before youreves, and follow 
him, thacGodmay-hohour you ar rhe laſt day , as Joſeph is honou- 
red m'the Book of God. Bur another things to be learned hence, 
&vena poirit'of prudence and good husbandry, that is, to lay up the 
overplus of great abundance, againſta time of ſcarcity. This was 
wiſe counfell of Joſeph, and wiſely followed by Pharaoh, and by Jo- 


| ſephexecared, It is not alone lawfall, bur needfal and uſeful, when 
: | God dothſend greatſtore of corne; or any like commodity , that 
: | may be firly kepriin ſtore, then to reſerve ſome part of che plenty 


for a futarerime, wheh perhaps there ſhal b-no ſuch pleaty : wee 
muſt nor/ſpend al the ſtore ot aplehceous yetre ; ir is not for mee 


| tocounſell States and Princes, bur it is fir char-every man bee wiſe 


for himſelk, 'as well-as a King for his Kingdome. The proverbe 
is a wife and goodproverbe, rhat'ſaith, whenu ching is cheape, lay it | 
on 4 heape. $8ch bhoorditg is no opptefhon, bur good hnsbandry, hee 
whom God hath furniſh't with means,ſhal doe well in doing ſo. To 
force a'dearth by ingrolſhng,by making things dear, when they are 
m onehand,whena taan/inriches himſelf with the comonloſſe,this is 
afinne, arid an a& of edverouſneſſe, bur ro provide, in laying up the 
ſarpluſage of Plenry, is a thing to be commended, 
t 


—— _ —_— 


|we hoke before : bur nore Joſephs fairhfulneſſe 3; hee doth open 
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| It were good that men of ability would deale ths wiſely, not a- 
lone for their privat , but alſo for the publike good, the piſmire layes 
up in ſummer, man ſhould bee wiſerthen a filly creeping thing: oh 


how fooliſh and naught be choſe, that when they get much, ſpend 
all, and reſerve nothing for harder times? You have ſome men 
can carne much in health, bur lay up noting againſt ſickneſſe, can 
get much in youth, bur reſerve nothing forage. Moſtjuſt itis that 


they ſhould be pinched in a deare yeare,, which Javiſhed and ſur- 
fertedin aplenrtiful. 


ro be niggardly, aud defraud your (elves, bur to bee diſcreer, and 
lay up for yourl;ſelves:ggf God fend no more then is/needfull, ſpend 
it and truſt his providence, if heſend an overplus, ſo much I mean 
as w1ll ſerve for the preſent, and ſome ro ſpare, waſte nor all ar the 
preſent, but know | wh now he callerh to ſtoring up, remember 54- 
lomons Proverb, 1» the houſe of the wiſe u treaſure and oile, but the foole 
conſumeth it up. Be not fooles,bur in plenty rememberdearth, as in 
dearth you wiſh for plenty, you know that by well busbanding-of 
plenty, a wiſe man ſhould rake ſuchan order, thathe may fecle no 
dearth, The love of riches s,a banefull thing, buc the wel-husband- 
ing of abundance, is nor alwayes. a fruit of loving riches', bur of a 
wiſe fore-ſighr.. And ſo much for one paxt, of Joſephs care,diligence 
and fidelity in gathering corne., ,. . ;: '; - Ay __ 

Now he is in like manner faithfull in.bringipg ont the corne in 
due time: for when all the corne of private men; was ſpent, and 
that <&gypt alſo began to be affamiſhed,'Ge 41. 55.andthepeople 
cryedunto Pharoah, and he ſent chem to Joſeph, it is noced that ;Jo« 
ſeph opened the ſtore-houſes, , and ſold, unto xhe Egyptians: one 
would have conceived, that the Zgyptians having heard of Pha. 
raobs dreames, the interpretations, as ſuch a rare thing muſt needes 


the ſtrange preferment of Joſeph, a priſoner; and an Hebrew, which 
could not bur fill rhe mouthes of people with diſcourſe, ſhould 
each man have provided of this owne.abundance to {erye their turn 
in hard times , for they were informed: both how-long , and how 
ſtrange the plenty would be,j and howhard, andof. what continu- 
ance the dearth : bur ir is appaxant that moſt of, rhem were (o foo-. 
lih, that they did nor fo, + ter wh now:the publike ſtore-houſes 
muſt ſupply chem, orelſe they muſt dye::! 7. ft 4 

Seen them the faulr of improvident [careleflenefſe, whereof 


the ſtore-houſes, now that pinching wang began'to-bitethem, and: 
ſels chem Corne.. Ic. is fit. that, men in dearth,, 'hepld;bring oar: 
ro ſtarve for want af chat, .which chemſelves haye. in xheir-poſ- 
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Brethren, you muſt not alwayes have ſuch yeeres, as will bring | 
| forth by handfuls, be wiſe therefore for our eſtates, I wiſh you not 


flye rhroughour all the Kingdome ſpeedily , as having occaſioned | 


and ſell Corne, if chey have It And not'to ſuffer their aeighbours | 


I. He is faith« 
ful in brin ging 
forth the corn 
in ductime, 


(eſſhon. 
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| was not wanting to his 6wne inriching, how elfe could hee have 


(Gen. The Example of Cray, 39, &c, 


We muſt not lovegaine more then the lives of men, yee (ee thar 
Joſeph ſold to ſtrangers too, and nor alone to Xpgyprians, ſo that 
our charity in this caſe muſt exerciſe ir ſelfe, as ability will ſerve, 
tomen of other Nations, as well as our owne countrey men. The 
Natives muſt not mutrer , becauſe forreiners are helped with ſome 
of the abundance of theirowne countries : ſee here Joſephs chari- 
tablenefſe, ro put you on the like good diſpoſition , when time 
ſhall call forir, and if you have ftore of corne,bring ic forth. The 
people ſhall curſe him, ſaith Solomon, that hoorderh up corn, but they ſhall 
blefe him whith doth Sell ir, To that parpoſe his Proverbe is, doe not 
bring a curſe upon your ſelves, bur a bleſſing, for when God ſaith, 
they will curſeor bleſſe, his meaning is, not only char the people 
ſhall doe thus, but that the rhing ſhall fall our accordingly, they 
ſhall ſo curſe and bleſſe, that neicher ſhall be in vaine. 

Againe, itis nored, that Joſeph by his meanes got all the money 
inthe Land ; you may ſee here thar ir is lawful) ro make a gaine of 
ones providence, and by deare ſelling of what he bought in plen- 
tifall crimes, roenrich himſeife much, fo did Joſeph ; Ithinke his ex- 
ample is a due warrant ; indeed care is to be taken, that oppreffion 
be avoided, and then ir is lawfa) to make ones (e'fe a valner, nor 
by other mens loſſes, but by his owne providence,for by chis meanes 
Joſeph did gaine alſo the land, and perſons for the King : ir is nor 
contrary to Equity to ſelf things at a great and dear rate, when there 
is great wantof them, A thing muſt bee eſteemed worth 'o much, 
and may bee fold for ſo niuch as the preſent dearth doth make it 
worth, andinach caſe he doth not wrong, that takes the preſent 
tices onely note, that Joſeph did not opprefle the poore,bur they 
had of him as well as the rich, the one gave all, and the orher conld 
give but all, and both had neceffaries, ſo ſhould it be done in hard 
times by publike chariry. The poore muſt be provided for, as well 
asthe tich s bur note alſo Joſephs fairhfalnefſe, no donbr himſelfe 


maintained his Fathers houſhold with necefſaries? bur he conren- 
red himſelf to take what was allowed him, 2nd brought the money 
to Pharadbs houſe , not to his owne, and made the Cattle and' land 
fate to Pharaoh, nor to hitmſelf : Oh that all Officers would learn ro 
enrich the King above chemſe'ves, and chemſelves bur in ſuch apro- 

tion as is fit under rhe King, bur in our times ir hath bin noted, 
that often the Officers tiſe, and the-King is indebred, would we had 
Joſephs under his Majeſty, and then hee cou!d not want for 


| Rod laſt of all, tore his Juſtice as 'well as his wiſe dealing, for 
ro aſſare che land es the King, hee removes and tranſlates rhe 
ihhabitants', ſo' that wiſe care may lawfully bee uſed, ro afſure 
a tnans ticle "to: that whith is hisowne, and then hee makes this 
order, that *hurevh ſhall have a fift/parr of rhe cncreaſe, and they 


foure parts to live on. _ 
c 


* 
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Hee lets the lend out unto them againe ar a reaſybable rate, 


not tO raiſe rents to ſo high arate, that the people ſhall toyle their 


Tenants, who bath commanded all men to doe as they would be 
doneto, and that Fe ſhould not ſeeke every man his owne things onely , 
but the things that are anotheys , they muſt as well looke, that the 
people bave to live of chearefully , as that rhemſelves be made rich. 
Bur how unconſcionable tnen be now-a dayes ziti otdering themſelves 
tothoſe that muſt live upon ther , whether by raking lands from 
them, or being ſer a wotk by them, it is cyidenr-,for which God 
will one day reckon with them ſeverely, Es 

I beſeech you lcarneof 7oſeph a better leſſon, and let choſewhich are 
undet you live well by your lands or payments,as your ſelvesgaine by 
their labours, He doth not love Got that doth ner love man,arid he 
doth not love man, that intheſe kind of dargaitings and dealings, 
hath not reſpe&R to anothers; well living, as to his owne —_— 
Wealth gorren by grinding the poote;ſhallnever prove good meale, 
God will mixe it with gravell tothem that eat6 it. He char eates and 
drinkes theblood Bfmen, as rhey d6e that ate hard exaQors in this 
rind, ſucking ſuch as are under them to great” penury anidutreaſo- 
nable hardrefſe, ſhall one day find; that God accoumes: of ſuch , 
none otherwiſe then of ravenous beaſts, that live by tearing and 
devouring fleſh, Ler not this adtwontion taken from Joſephs examh- 
ple be ſourded in your eares to no' purpoſe , bur'be you charitable 
and conſcionable in this caſe , as the pen of '4foſts norerh. , rhar' bee 
was. And ſomuch of Zoſepbs cartyage to ſtrangers. On 
Now ſes bow he behaved himelfe-co bis owne kindred 2 1; His 
brechren , and thar before he made bimſelfe knowne ro them, and 
after. Before he carried bimſclfe ſtrangely withwkind of admixcure 
of anger and love, that rhey _— be drivers to wonder and {6 
be drawne torepenrance. His harthdealingsare theſe. 1:He cakes 
them for ſpies, and will not interraine berter thooghts of them, 
rhough they gave him a ſatisfy ig reaſon , vis. that they: were the 
ſornes of #ne man, and it'was never heard of, rhiat-one mian” would 
venture tenne fornes at once upon ſuch a dangeroos bufinefſe'; ay 
that of going to ſpy" 6uita nation, yet becauſe they ſaid-they were 
twelve brethren, and one was not; and rhe youngeſt was with their 
Father , hee continued to charge this crime upon then; anaking 
exceptions againſt them, as it they had contradiQed'theniſelvey 
intheir fpeech. | t 1: 


| 


priſoners rill he came. Little did Jofephe | me 
thing it would be with'/4cob to: pare with Bewjdmin bor this bee 


es... ih. rt 
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doth alone to have occaſion of keeping thera longer in hold, chat 
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| 
cbey\ 


| whereby themſelves might live comfortably of it*, and this is tbe | 
duty of all Land-lotds that have ſuch things to fer , they ought | 


hearts out and get nothing, bur remember that themſelves be Gods j 


Secondly, he will be ſatisfied by nothing elſe bur by ſending os 
one of them. to ferch rheit younger brother, the reſt: remaining | 
chinke how burdenſome & | 1h 
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them was,thar 
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their ſacks to 
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. [that he haſts toweepe; being 
| cheerefully with them at dinner , placing them in the order of their 


The Example of Cuav. 39. &C. 


they might have leaſure enough to repent, and therefore, 
Thirdly , he kept them in priſon three dayes all together. This 
was harſh dealing at their firſt comming downe , yet here he ihewes 
ſome kindnefle betwixt, viz. in _that on the third day hee calls 
them forth , and rakes pity of them , propounding 79 them ancalie 
condition, viz. That one of them ſhould remaine bound, and che 
reſt thould rerturne wich corne for their families, and bring their 
; younger brother thither : now he ſhewes love alſo in going away, ; 
weeping , when he heard them talking of their finne, and conleſſing | 
that for that cauſe this croſſe came on them z Bur it was ſome matter 
of hardneſſe, that be tooke Simeon and bound him , becauſe he was 
the eldeſt nextto Ruben, and was preſent when hewas fold, but did 
not labour to ſave him from ſelling, as Reuben ſaved bim from kil- 
ling, wherefore he forbare torake and bind Reuben. | Another a of 
kindneſſe to them was, that hee commanded their ſackes to be 
filled with corne, and the mony alſo ro be reſtored unto them, 
which he did of purpoſe toput them in a fit of weaning and amaze- 
ment, that ſtill they might be furthered in the worke of repentance, 
\ which he perceived was ne in them, 
. Now at their ſecond comming up, hee ſhewes nothing to 
them almoſt but kindnefſe, faving in one thing, whereby hee caſts 
them {cemingly into'a great danger, that hee might thoroughly 
_ them', and try them' before he revealed himfſelfe unto 
| TI 
Firſt, he invites them all to dinner with him. 2-He entertainerh rheir 
1 talkerh lovingly with them of their Father, asking how 
dothr, and ſalutes Benjamin, rowards whom bee was ſo affeQed, 
hardly able to forbeare,, till be could 
ſtep into a corner todoe ir there. Laſtly, hee carries himſelfe moſt 


age, and ſending them meſſes from his owne table, and ſending 
five times as much to Benjamin as to any of them. All which bee 
ſcemeth to have done to have brought them to ſome knowledge of | 
himſelfe, if it had beene poſkible. 

Another thing is by hiding his cup in Bezjamins ſacke , he cauſerh | 
them-to be brought backe againe as it were guilty of rheft, and 
then ſeemes to be much diſpleaſed at ſuch ill dealing, and would 
hold Benjamin inpriſon , till wdahs Oration melted him , and then 
with much ſecrecy and great affeQionateneſſe he ſbewes himſelfe 
to them plainely, and weepes oves them, and comforts their aſto- 
niſhed ſpirits. | 

Now many particulars of Toſephs carriage are fomwhat doubrfull & 
extraordinary, and we cannot tellwhat to ſay of them, viz, his char-| 
Sing of them to be ſpics, when be knew they were nor, and his pic- 
king quartels with their anſwer, and impriſoning them, and then caur 
ſing his cup tobe hid in oneof their ſacks,and ſobringing them into 


4 theguile of theft cauſeleſſely.” But allrhis was done in ſeeming, 


only 
ro 
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ciples had bim inwiththem at Emmaw, i Soifa Judge ſeeing great 


| nefſe, are not to be eſteemed lyes, becauſe there rhe meaning js'to 
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perceived by /=«d.#s ſpeech andall their carriage, that ir was effected, 
then he ſhewes himſclfe rorhem ſpeedily. 

The thing we mwſt imirate is rÞis, ro- uſe all care of bringing 
thoſe that areneereto us, to repentance for their faults, by inter- 
O_ ſeaſonable ſharpnesand kindneſle, as Joſeph did ro bis bre- 

Apaine, it may ſeeme to belawfull by tlicexample of 7oſeph in way 
ofprobation and tryall, rocoanterfeirdifcontent; and tolay grievous 
things to the charge of men, ang preſſe them as if they were guilty, 
though One know the conrrary:: 1ftill fay if it be done by way of 
tryallz ſo that at haſt ic be made manifeſt ,. that it was mecrcly io 
tryall, and that wbich would'ſeenie alye, if itwere affirmed exprefie- 
ly and not. with reference to ſuch aw-end , being ſaid to. ſuch an end 
is not alye,, becauſe ic is indeed not anatfiirming, bur. a ſceming.to 
affirme for a time: For in ſuch a.caſe a mans woxdsfloe not ditfer 
from his mind 'and meaning ,- but alone be conceales bis meaning 
for a time. So Salomon — , and commapded to. divide 
the child betwixr the 'two wrangling barlots that came before him, 
our Saviour made as if he would have gone. further , when the Diſ- 


probability, and in a manner cefrainty -pf, the guiltinefſe of an 
| offendour , ſhall affirme ſomethingto him, to draw a confeſhon 
from him, as for exatnple,that ſome companicnef his hath canfeſt it, 
and thar-it is in vaive for him-any'longer ao-deny y or, that ke was 
| ſcene arſuch timein ſuch a place | by' fuch)ahd. ſuch , when indeed 
theſe things were not ſo, but ſamewhat a a tothem,was true, 
viz, Argumentsconvinciag their guiltineſſ>, -cven. as much as theſe 
things would , though not co-make them. confeſſe; I ſay ſuch 
courſes taken by way of probation and tryall, and findihg out guilri: 


be taken according to that which ſhall be;ſhorely difcquered, and 
not according to the preſent ſhew of words. ; Theſe be but a kind 
of ironicallcarryage , nomo:elies then an irony , that by aftirmuig 
one thing in ſuch and ſuch a manner and geſture, -doth affirme the 
quire contrary. But todoe thus in way of excuſing or hiding a fault, 
and keeping ones ſelfe from the knowledge of a Governour , is alto- 
gerber finfull and naughr , and muſtnot be allowed. } 

Take beed that you doe nor imbolden yourſelves to deny, and to 
ſhift them off from your Superiours examining you, becauſe you 
ſee Loſeph trying his brethren , by ralkingwithchem, ſo as is ap- 
parent he meant not as he ſaid. | a] 

Againe, Joſeph raade ir evident, that' he bad forgotten all his 
bretbrens wrongs, and therefore uſerh them exceeding rindly, for he 
weeps over them, and comforts them , bidding\them not ro bee 
ſorry that tbey had (old him, and be ſends for their families 


to bring them to thorough repentance for their ſin, which when hee| © 


and 
gives them gifts, and maintaines them and their families, and fers 


i. 
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all his bce- 
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He was caſie 
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| 


perſon 


| finnes be amended, it. ie nor requiſite to ſhew ſuch reſpe&, bur 
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ſome of thera before Pharaoh, and prevailes to get them the Land of 
Goſhen to dwell in, and after their Fathers dearh when they ſend 
and come to bim, be uſeth them withall kindnefſe, weeping and 
comforting them, as is manifeſt in the ſtory. Sothar he had utterly 
forgotten all wrongs, and loves them no whit lefle now thar chey 
have repented, thenif they bad never ſinned. -. R 
Hencewe muſt learne the duty of Brothers one to another, even 
rocommunicate their wealth one to another, and tbe richer tohelp 
to maintaine the poore/in caſc of dearth or want; or: any 'band of 
God affliingand diſtreſſing them, - . . CELTS 
Indeed if any bring want upon themſelves, abler kinſmen are 
not bound to provide for chem thar ſpend it on.their duſts ; if they 
will ſerve the Devill with what they have, -let'them be pnchegy 
no man is to pity them in ſuch caſe. * Burt when Gods hands brings 
afliQion , hos they frame to good courſes i then chey ate rorbe 
helped by thoſe of their kindred tbar are of ability: And: one able 
hould improve his wealthinefle ro the helping- and inri- 
ching of choſe that be poorer, and to their maintenance in their 
neceflity as Zoſeph did , elſe they are Fuley of wanting naturall 
affe&ion;, and of great uncharitableneſle WF 


ſinnes , be they never ſo - their finnes muſt be forgotren, and 
they muſt be accepted andtegarded ,evenas if they had never ſinned. 
loſeph is as oving Sen, as if they had beene the bonefteſt 
men in theworld. becauſe now they were truly changed. So ſhould 
men be to the greateſt offeridours, when a ſound and thorough 
reformation and amendment ſhewes it ſelfe in their lives. © Till 


when they be amended. Therefore every ſinner ſhould haſten to 
amend , that he might repaire his.broken eſtimation, andregaine 


| the love which be bath loſt with good and wiſe men. And thoſe| 


muſt not pleaſe rhemſelves in their folly, that to a man truly re- 
formed, are ſtill objeRing and upbrayding former evill deeds, 
Herein they ſhew noe the deteſtation of the vices , but wrath and 
diſcontent againſt the perſons , and are farre unlike to God: bim- 
ſelfe , who doth blot the finnes of his converting children out of 
his remembrance, and that ſo, as if they commit them no more, 
he will no wore remember them. | 
Againe, in Joſephs carryage to bis brethren, we ſee how eafie be 
was to pardon, fort ſhewed himſelfe rough art firſt, yer 
that was not out ofa __ full paſton, butout of a deſire to bring 


very wild and faulty in their youth 4 bur he ſtill ſhewes love and 
kindneſſe , notwithſtanding the hatred that they ſhewed to him, 
and beſecs God in it , and would have thet/ſee God init , and ſo 
comforts them, and pacifieth bimſelfe. All good men muſt imi- | 


| 


Further you ſee, that'when men have eraely repented of their | 


e 
them to repentance for their ſinnes, for he knew they had beene | 


tate him inthis, forgive and forget huge,great,andenormous inj _—_ 
| q _ÞT 


—— 


| 


. 
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If one have gone avout to deprive ns of our liberty , our goods, of 
our lives, yea have not alone gone about it, but effeed ir ſo much 
as in him ley, and after fals into our hands, ſo that we may if we 
will revenge our ſelves of him, yet we muſt not yeeld our ſelves to 
thoughts of revenge, but muſt doe good againſtevill, eſpecially if 
a ncere kinſman or brother have ſo forgotren himſelfe, yer muſt not 
we ſo farre forget our ſelves, as to require like for like, evils with 
evils, but muſt doe them all the good we can , and blot their faults 
out of our minds. Our Saviour teacheth this in the Parable; you 


have , muſt be.cafily per ſwaded to forgive the hundred pence. And 
his will make us Erghreand forget our brethrens offences, if we 
frequently remember our owne , tO admire the goodneſſe of God, 
that ſo graciouſly doth pardon us, Ifany therefore find themſelves 
apt to rememHer and requite wrongs, yea petty ſmall wrongs, 
nothing ſo high as theſe of 7oſephs brerbren, they muſt blame the 
greatneſſe of their ſtomacks, and condemne that rancour which 


well conſidered the love that God ſhewed toman-kind in Chriſt, 
to forgive iniquity, tranſgreſſion and finne. And now learne all 
of you this excellent verrue, ſtrive to be of a ſmeer, and a mild, 
and at amiable nature, ready ro paſſe by great injuries, to ſhew 
; great kindnefſe againſt great utikindriefle, and to overcome bad 
with good, This is athing well pleaſing to God, and ſhall com- 
fort the conſcience in the day ofany aMiRtion, more then all the 
riches intheworld. Revenge rafts ſweet in the doing, but after, ir 
| ſhall lade the conſcience with terrours , paſſing by faults, loving 
enemies , doing good to thoſe which have done us evill, be hid 
| things to the fleſh and blood, and ſeeme difficult in the praRiſe, 
but the remembrance of them: after , ſhall afford unſpeakeable 
' content, 
\ 1 have ſpoken of Toſephs good deeds in ſome part , vis, Thoſe 
that he ſhewed in his' Fathers houſe, and ſome of thoſe that he 
ſhewed in Egypt, viz. In his private eftate, both in his Maſters 
houſe , and his priſon houſe, and in his publike eſtate before his 
advancement to Pharaoh, in reſpe& of his dreames, and after his 
advancement to Pharath , and to the Egyptians and his bre- 
thren. | 
Laſtly, 7oſeph after bis Father was dead , carryed himſelfe 
lovingly ito his brethren, for bad he revenged bhimſelfe after his 
Fathers death , every one would have ſaid, be had bur difſembled 
before, ſo we muſt continue doing good, when naturall and carnall 
-motives' are gone, and not reſemble 7oafþ, who ſerved God onely 
aS long as good lehojadah was alive. 

Now Pllowerh Toſephs good behaviourto his Father, He did 
thoſe 3 things which children are taughr in their infancy, vis. To 
[26 bonour, and ſucconr their Father. 1. He enquired of his health 
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know , he that hath beene forgiven the 1000 Talents, as all of us | 


{welleth within them as a great fault, ſhewing, that they bave nor | 


and 
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and welfare, as ſoone as be ſaw his brethren , Ger, 43. 7. and in 
45. 3. 9- and 46. 29, he did gratific him in his requeſt 47. chap. 29 
39. 2, Viſited him in his lickneſſe, Gen. 48. 1; 3 He ſhewed great 
love to him, after his death, Gem. 50, 5. If you do thus to your 
Parents, the Lord will proſper you, if not, curſe you, all the peo- 
ple wereto ſay, Amen. When a curle waspronounced againſt awicked 
child. 2. He ſhewed his bonouring of him by theſe effeas. 1. He 
ſent honourably for him, Gen. 45. 21. He preſented him to Pharash, 
Gen. 47.7. and uſed him reſpe&ively when be was with him, Gen, 
48. 12+ Hebowed downe to the ground to him , and afforded him 
a very honourable buryall. Thus he bonoured him in private, in 
publike, alive and dead, The eye of him ( ſaith Salomon) that deſpiſer- 
Father or Mother , the Eagle of the valley ſhall picke owt , Curied is 
Cham to the worlds end, for {lighting his old Father. 3. He ſuc- 
coured his Father , readily and abuundantly hee promiſed it. 
Gen. 45. 11+ And accordingly performed it, 47- Gen, 12, Honour 
is required exprefſely in the Commandement, and love followeth 
neceſſarily from this, And 1 Tiw. 5.4 the other is injoyned, 
lf I muſt either ſee my Father ſtarve or my ſonne, I muſt releeve 
my Father firſt. 

His faults are few, there is nothing ſpoken of any thing done 
amiſſe by Mordeci , Nehemiah, Efter, little by Tofiah , Moſes , Toſeph. 
t» He ſwore Ges, 42. 15+ 16; Undoubtedly it was a finne. rt. The 
matrer did not require an oath. 2. He ſhould not however' have 
ſworngby the life of Pharaoh: yer there were ſome things to exte- 
nuate it, rt. He was out of the Church. 2. He had not ſuch meanes 
then to reveale this robe anoath.,, ſocatching a thing as a raſh oath 
may befall a good man. | | 

Learne therefore totake heed ofcommirring faults ordinarily pra- 
Riſed, faſhion not your ſelves according to thts world. 2. In ſpeciall 
takeheed of this common fault, an oath. 

Secondly, hedid trench a little too neare upon an wntruth, you 
are ſpies, ſaithhe, and ro ſee the nakednefſe bf the Land are you 
come. This was ſpoken of him meerely by way of probation , and 
not with an intention of accuſing chem, but trying them, it was a 
long ironie. 

Now follow the croſſes and benefits which 7oſeph bad, His affl- 
Rions were many, 1: The hatred of his brethren which procceded 
from envy. 2. They conſulted to take away bis life, Gen. 35. Say: 
ing , 70 comes the Dreamer , come let ws kill him , and then ſhall wee ſee 
what will become of bis dreames , but God raiſed up Kexben at tbat time, 
to ſhew him favour for bis Fathers ſake, becauſe he knew how deare 
he was to [aceb, and he perſwadedtbem notto be ſounnatural!, as. 
to imbrue their bands in their brotbers blood, bur rather to caſt 
bim intoa pit, todeliver bim out of their hands for the preſent , 
intending bimſclfe after to pull. him out in due ſeaſon. 3. They 
(old him for abond-ſlave to Afidianit:ſþ Merchant. 4. Hee ſerved 

as 


pt —. 


bm 


MC Ml ith 


— —— a —————— 


J 
| 
| 
J 


; 


1 
| 


i 


who was berterrhen you : then 
ger not what you may be, ſlaves, accuſed of fonle. crimes, prepare 
for the hatred of your Brethren. 


The Lord beftowed npon him a great number of Benefits, 

Firſt ſpiricuall. 

Secondly Naturall. SOD 

Firſt for ipirituall. The Lord was exceeding gracious to hls 


God, viz, His Grand-Father 1ſaack, and bis Father /acob, for /. 
faack lived till he was of yeares fit for teaching bat alſo vouchſa- 
fing by theſe Ordinances to worke Faith, and crue holinefle in his 
__ ſo that he was an heire of the righteouſnefſe of faſth,. and 
arra 
wrearefi ot benefits that can be granted a man in this, life, even to 
cauſe him {o to live in the Church, as to become an holy man, that 
is arrue member of the ſame, | 

{ . $6 God Ccealt with Iſaac, and wirh 7zcob, andat laft alſo witho- 
| ther Patriarchs, /acobs ſonnes, and Joſephs Brerhren , bur he ſan- 
Aihed loſeph berime, andler his Brethten ranne on a longer time, 
inthe courſe of unregeneracie. Wherefore beloved brerhren , ler 
each of us ſo looke upon the goodnefſe of God to Toſeph, asto 
conſider whether himſelfe have attained the fame, fayour, even 
to bee ſanRified, and ro bee made a-tre believer; av holy man, 
a Saint of God, wee muſt bee Saints inthislife, if ever we hope 
ro come to the fellowſhip of Sainrs hereafter. , . | 

If any of you finde himſelfe ro bee converted, and ſee that 
G ©O D hath dealt very favourably with him ,. as with Toſeph, 
and that perhaps alſo in his Childe-hood,, and. Youth; let him 
enlarge himſelfe in thankes , and ftitre'up his hearc co blefſe 


er of rhe promiſes made to his Fore-farhers. And this is the |. 


the great and Holy Name of G © Þ, for this benefit, and the 
greateſt of all benefits, and let him prize and efteetne, this gavd- 
nefſe of God, ata high rate. AE ws 4 


oce +"): Saba, 
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@s aflave in the houſe of Puriphar , and royled, and moiled tber® | 4. He ſerved)! 
like ſome baſe perſon, rhongh God ſhewed him ſome favour by , 2»# fave in | 
inclining his Miſtreſſes heart towards him , bur all was over tut- [i 4g 
ned againe, by meanes of his lewd Miſtreſle. . 
Fifrly, he was caſtinto priſon by his Miſtreſſes falſe accuſation ,| 5. H-was 


and there he lay at leaſt for two yeares, Pſel. 105. till the iron entred. ri ding 


into his ſoule, that is, he was ſo laden with chaines, that his fleſh was | falſe accufari 
caten with them, | on, 

Sixtly, He was forgotten by the chiefe Butler, ol dmg for 
| Beye thankful:oGod, if you have eſcaped many of theſe croſſes, puter, ? 

| wake your croſſes eaſie, by laying them by the:hard ones' of Joſeph, 


earne' to prepare for crofles, for. _ —_ my 


TheVſe of al 


Secondly his Benefs. | His Benefits.; 


r.Spirituall, 


ſoule, nor only giving him the outward Ordinances, which he en- —_— 
{joyed in his Fathers houſe, then the Church of God, for then the Cullen 
formeof the Church-Governement was domeſticall, where hee | and was wade 


had facrifices , circutnciſion, and teaching by the Fm. yay" of | Þoly bychem, 
Þ] 


— 


(EN. The Example of GCuav, 39, &c, 


2, The. L,1 7. 


I Per.5-10- 


ler-3.23. 


2. Narurall, 


t. In Genes 
I. 


Gen.39.3.2 3. 
He was a pro» 
ſperous man, 
I. lob, 


Secondly, the Lord having made him good,did confirme himin 
his goodneſſe , {or that hee was not turned our of the wayes of 
Riphteouſneſſe, by all the changes and alterations that befell 
him. 

His fathers indeed exceſſive and ſomewhat fond affe&ion, did 
not make him waxe conceited, and fo decline to evill wayes, 
and waxe worſe than before. The envy and hatred of his Bre- 
thren could not make him forlake the crade of piety , and joyn 
with chem in their diſordered courſes, His ſervice in Putirhars 
idolatrous houſe, nor his preferment there could not alter him. 
His Miftrefſes love and ſolicitations did nor change him , 
nor the irons eating in his ſoule, did nor diminiſh goodnefſe in 
him ; nay m—_— and ſudden prefermenrt in Agypr, did not make 
him forget , and turne cither an Zzyprian idolarer, or a 
wicked wan: bur Joſeph was Joſeph till, in all his roſſinvs and 
tumblings of bis eſtate; if you be ſtill good in all eſtates, adverſe 
and proſperous as ] O $ E Þ H was, magnifie Gods grace, that 
hath eſtabliſhed you in every good word and work, and confeſſe 
that you have ſtood by his power : bur if any have declined or 
back-{lided from his goodnefle, let him. ſee his miſery, anddoe his 
firſt workes, returning to God, who calleth back-ſliders , and pro» 
miſesto hea!e their back-ſliding. 


So" wuch for Tofephs ſpiricuall benefits, now for the narurall 
bencfirs. 

And firſt in generall, He wasa proſperous man, and God made 
all he did to proſper, both in Putiphars houſe, and in the Priſon. 
So God proſpered David where ever hee went, and ob too for a 
while; this brings contentment to a mans ſelte, and gerreth him 
a good eſteeme from others. 

Seerherefore whether God vouchſafe you this mercy, alcribe 
the praiſe of yovurproſperity to him, and ler this goodnefſe allure 
you to love, feare andobey him, toſeeke his honour, and to doe 
all good with that a (ca of thine, bur if contrarily , God 
croſſerh any of you, and ſers himſelfe againſt you ſo, that nothing 
thrives with you, ſee Gods hand thar doth walke contrary to 
you, and finde our the cauſe, and rurne this adverſity, into an OC- 
caſion of the greateſt proſperity. 

There is a ſanStifed adverſity, as well as curſed proſperity, la- 
bour tofeare God, and walke in uprightnefſe before him , and diſ- 
eſtecmeearrhly things. And.ſo much for his generall good eftate, 
more particularly. | 

Firſt God delivered him out of ſore, heavy , and grievous ca- 
lamities, and by his ſpeciall providence, andin a manner, more 
then ordinary. | 

Firſt when his Father ſeat him to bis Brethren , he loſt himſclfe 


co 


<p —_— 


wandring abour, and knew not where to go, then God cauſeda man | 


| fity, as Pavidal(o inticles him. Hath God fitangely alſo felivered 
w_% 


\ Gen, JosEvP H., * CHar. 39, &c. 


to meet him . chat it may ſeeme did know him, androldhim where 
he ſhonld finde his Brethren. A 6.69 ot 
Secondly,when his Brethren cotſulred rorake away his life, God 
raiſedup Reuben to deliver him, and when they thought after. co 
have diſpatch him, the Merchants.cameby , and ſo God toak cheni 
off then ; when he was it bondag>, God inclined Putiphars. heart 
| cowards him, and bis Maſters Iikewiſcia the priſon, and laſtly, the 
Batler remembred him when he had long lien there, and by that 
| meanes God brought him out of the prifon, and advanced him co 
be chiefe Officer in Xgypr. | NE Ed | 
Thus you ſee ſtrange and happ efraper onr of miſery , fo that 
Joſeph might well have called by the ſame rirle, Opt hls al 
er- 


Father Jacob did, the God that delivered his ſoule out of all 


ou out of great miſeries, either from keeping them frorm-fallin 
hor you, Shes in all likelihood they Bar pie oe cp 
| ing you, when your ſelves cou'd ſee no way out? it's, acknow- 
| ledge Gods Providence and goodnefſe, and forger not Hilo 1 y 

good eſtate, that remembred you in your low eſtare: ſer cho(e. te 


are in miſery, learne to caſt themſelves npon God, as Joleph did, 
ſubmir, be patient, eruſtin him. ES 6-4 ora getng., FR 
) The Lordin bringing his ſervanry into.ca icjes,aVmes ar their 
berreriog by them, and his Glory in"rheir 34 new :Tearn pa; 
ricnce therefore and confidence. 'Soyou ſee bow God palled him 


out of evils. Wade. "Ska TOE. 
| Next conſider what good things hee Rored him wichall, for in: 
deed he Jaded him with benefirs, a3 it isip che ſalme. Andtobegin 


with the gifts of his mind, ID 
Firſt the Lord gave him that extraordinary gift of interpretin 
Dreames, even from his childehond almoſt, with which hee fur- 
niſhed Danielrco, and made ir a meancs of great prefermenc to them 
both. + | 
You know how. readily hee could te!] che Butler and the Ba- 
ker, » har was meant by three vine branches, three dayes, 3nd che 
wrioging of them into Pharaohs Cup , and giving them inro, Phorgohy 
| hand, the reſtoring of him againe unto his office, 'So in — Dream 
of the other ſervantof Pharaoh. 3. Baskers arc fre depenethe ea- 
_ meat out of the higheſt by the EY. apon is he Bf nb 
fied the devouring of his fleſh by birds , after t brdek Ba Br 
ged him on the third day. So for Fharaihs Dteames, the; number 
of the kine , and eares of corne 7, and”, ſignifying each ſeven 
yeeres, thequality of rhe kine and cares, fol and good cares, with 
far, fleſhie, and well favoured kine, plentifyll ycares ; thin, blaſted, 
and empty eares, with leane ill fleſhed and il) fayoured kipe, yeares 
of famine. The earing up of the fat and goodly þy the. Jeanc,, the 
utter forgerting of the paſt abundance, by the following of the far 
wine, and the number of dreames, awe; tt 


| 
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2. Great 
wiſedowe in 
mannaging 
any buſinefle, 


Ginv: The Example of  Cuay, 39, &C. 


Secondly , the certainty and neere approaching of the things 
which was to bee ſurely and inſtantly Fu led. You ſec how 
apt theſe dreaines Were to f--nife theſe things,and when God gave 
co Joſeph the ſpiticof ſriterpretation , how calie the interpreration 
is. ati eand handſome, as it were, all things ſorting lo rea- 

þ 


— 
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13, 4 | | 
er for (ucha meaning. . Doybleſle chis interprerarion by its 
owne Jeardhefe, ard fitneſſe, did carry the credit of eruth with ir, 
Now at thoſe times, when God did-pleaſe ro make Dreames an or- 
dinance ot his, for the revealing of thin s neceſſary ,,ir was a ſpe- 
ciall favour of his togive the power of ihrerpreting them roogfor 
wharis 3 dreatne if ihe not interprered, but a meanes of perplex- 
ed thoughts and feares? Now God that gave power to ſhew rhe 
neiniuf Dreamnes, when Dreames were his Ordinance, is able 
altbro giverhe gifr ot Idectprecing ti Word unto men, ſeeing the 
Wotfis now his Ordinatice, for the revealing of allcruth to men, 
decafull toſalvation.. | rp 
"We thuft beſeech God ropowre gifts upon his ſervants now , e- 
vey ts give unto his Miniſters skill and will, ro become faithfull 
ibterpreters of his Word ; and if God dogive ro anv an extraot- 
ditaty gift chis way, let him be thankfyull co God,and uſe ir for cheir 
good tharneedir, | | 
'-Anorher gift of his mind, was great wiſedome and dexterity to 
maopage any buſineſſe cotamitred ro. his charge : You ſee how hee 
di ed matters Inthe grear hovtſhold of Putiphar ſo, chat they 
perceived that all chings went well, which could nor have bia ſo, 
if the pe fon that 'ordered' all; had not had an excellent head ro 


. | puiderhem; and after, when he was in priſon, by liccle and little 


is Maſter found out his excellent ſufficiencies, ro doc any worke, 
and rhetefote, as the former maſter did, ſo hee intraſted him wich 


| atl. Ahd when from ordering a family,he came to order the whole 


Kingdome of Zgvpt, he underwent thar buſie and roileſome work 
with ſo muchdiſcretion, as gave rhe King, and all his people con- 
tent, ſo that to Joſeph, Pharoah ſent them, and unto Joſeph they 
gladly repaired. ru iy 

" Ir isafingular favour, when God gives one, as They call ir, a 
youd Head-prect, ah aprneſſe aid fitneſſe to, conrrive matters diſ- 
creerly; athd ro order them prudecitly, aS4t is ſaid of the Depury 
it the 4s; that he was a prudens.,ma#, one. that could teſolye and 
Exectite well, and fquare our fit means for each end, and follow 
iraccordingly, _.. Mp Rn vromang -ry peri 

' This wiſedowhe as well 25 other Leatning, was given to DA- 
VNIzx c,and ro SOLOMON, and to many good men, .and 
the fame was found out'alſo m ACHITOPHEL and in bad 
meh. Te is not a gift of kolnefſe proper ro thoſe who mult bee! 
faved;,' bur a gift which the Lo x, ſecs ficte for the common 
benefir 'of Man-kinde , to beſtow npon wicked 2nd -unſandified 
men. | | 

: | Who } Indeed 
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Indeed many times God chooſerh,rather the ſimple heads of the 
world, then theſe nimbleanddeepe partes, that ir may appeare tis 
of his grace, and nor of nature, that ren bee godly and vertuous, 
But an excclient gift it is, and makes way for their pre/erment in 
worldly things that have it, bur Jer chem which have it rake heed 
of ſuffering it ro degenerate into Craft, for then ir will become 
pernicious. | 

Craft is naturall witedome, ſeparated from Juſtice, Truth, Cha- 
rity, and other graces, and joyned with falſchood, injuriouſneſſe, 
and ſelfe-love, as it were a weapon in the hands,ot Traytors, a forr 
rm by Rebels, by which they doe make warre againſt theit 

L WP 


Ince. :; | 


Againe, take heed that you waxe not proud of this gifc, . but ſtir 
up your ſelves to bleſle-God forir, nd make ufecf ir for-the good 
and benefit of ſimplex heads, and-nge'only for your particular ad- 
vantage, and letmen-hecarefull;to, beg, not onely naturall, bur 
ſpiriruall wiſedome of God, both are promiſed by him. 

Thus farre of his gifts of minde, ;hgoe on to ſpeake of external! 
gifrs, I meane the good things that were without himſelfe, | 

The firſt is, that where eyer he cate; hee; was eſteemed, loved, 
truſted. His Father loved him abovealthis:Brethren, andeſteemed 
more of him, then of them all, and-pyteonfidence in him, ſo char 
he believed his reports of his Brethren, and obſerved, hizdreames : 
his Maſter Putiphar, the Kgyptian;loyedhim above all his ſervants, 
andrruſted him with all his eftare, and had him in great. account 2 
putting all into his hand :. his miſtraſſe eſteemed him, burcoo much; 
and loved him too mach , and durſt, craft bim, with her name and: 
honour, in the caſe you knowof ; then Pharacy truſted him wich 
his ring, andthe commandof all, Xgypt, and imployed him-in thar 
moſt important affaire of. providiag:andſclling- Corne, and what 
eſtimation he had with Pharaoh is evidenr.,;and what love, when fot 
his fake he {o reſpeted his Father'and Brethren as togive them the 
land of Goſhen for a poſſeſſion, the people alſo they Joved and ho. 
noured him exceedingly., and even pur their lives and lands and all 
into his hands. ©. _ rir:4 ll peel) 

A man more affeted, reſpeted-and eſteemed, then Joſeph in his 
time, noſtory.can name; ir isafingular rhing/to bee loved, regar 
ded, truſted, accounted, not only a wiſe, bur a juſt.,-yood , worthy 
man, and to have the good.wils of men attending him alwayes. So 
it, was with David, all loved and honoured him, bur he which ſhould 
have honoured him moſt, his father in Law, Saul; ler all trive by 
ſhewing all Joſephs vertnes,,to get the good will; as of God, ſo of 
men, that they may be capable of dging and receiving ſomuch more 
good, by haw much he hath more command inthe heares ofmen, 

Indeed Gods people have liyed . fomerimes amongſt ſo. eyill 
perſons , and in fo evill dayes, | that their: yertues have. b, 
ten' hatred and reproach , bur if mensprattice be norevill, and 
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Craft, what it 
15. 


3.Wheree- 
ver he came, 
he was cſtecs 
med,loved, 
rruſted, 
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times be not very bad, good carriage will get good will and good 

eſteeme, be not ſp farre carried wich mens words and liking, as to 

condeſcend to their ſinfall courſes , for the attaining thereof, bur 

ſo farre, as faichfal!, wiſe, loving and vertuons behaviour will win 

_ every man ſhonld labour and ſeek to procure the affeftions of 
others. 

Secondly, Joſeph had great outward preferment, he was made a 
chiefe Commander and Counſellor of Srate in Zgyprt, to reach 
his Senators wiſedome, as is in the Pſalmes , and withall hee had an 
heart given him to uſe his prefermenrt well, for the common bene- 
fir of mankind, and opporruniry roo, to uſe it for the particular 
ou of his facher and family, and for the preſervation of the 

arch. | 

To be preferred unto a place of great honour and authority, is 
a thing that moſt mens eyes doe S_ after, and ambitiouſly wiſh 
and ſeeke after; but to have ir caſt upon man, by God, for his good 
deſervings, and then tobe fo bleſſed in it, as co make it a meanes of 
Sn — many, eſpecially the Church of God, this is a great 
benefit. 

Sodid Heſter uſe her preferment, and Mordecay his , fo Derie! 
his, ſo David and Solomon theirs : you are not likely any of you, wo 
come to very high place, yer who can tell perhaps, there may bee 


A en 


ſome young ſcholler or other amongſt you, that may come to high 
lace; ler me ſpeakeſuch a wordtohim now, that may come into: 
is hearr er and doe him good. If you be advanced, ſtrivero. 


doe good tothe Common-Weale , and let the Narion fare theder-| 
rer for you: ſtrive to do good+o your kindred,% the Church, though 
the Church may nor confiſt onely of your family. | 

Honour and great titles, andoffices, will be but like a high gib- | 
ber, to expoſe men unto diſgrace, if they be uſed at the Comman- 
demenr of ſelfe-love,and other vices, bur happy is, and ſhall he be, | 
that hath Joſephs preferment, and Joſephs heart touſe it according | 
to his example. 

Bur woe unto thoſe perſons which being lifted up ro honour 
prove like a ſtone in a ſling rodeſtroy many, and chiefely to batter 
downe vertue and piety and them that follow it. 

Thirdly for gifts of bodie, 7oſeph bad a ſtrong and able body, 
as appeares by his living toa 110 yeares old. This is a great 
fitrothem in whom it is found in the way of righreouſneſſe, live 
ſo, young men, that you may be capable of it: and you that are 
old , be thankefull if God bave granted you it in the ſame manner 
as he did to /oſeph, even to be long inthe world toenjoy the com- 
fores 'of the world as he did. For he was thirty yearcs old at his 
preferment, & therfore he lived in that louriſhing honourful cighry 
yeares.' - A happy recompence for all the ſervice bee did to the 
Church of God, and for his true feare of Godnor offending him, to 
get his Miftreſſe favour, and toriſe that way. 


For 


— 


at 


— ws 


UMI 


| 


Gen. Tos» —"uP Cray, 39,6e; 


For his miſery into which he ſeemed to calt bimſelfeby his good- 
neſſe , was even apaire of ſtaires to lift him up into the place of 
bonour, wherein rhe Lord cauſed him to continnecighty yeares, 
His goodneſſe in com qx-oap Au his brothers faults , made them 
hate him, his goodnefſe in denying his Miſtrefſes ſolicitations, 
made her hate him. HSE | | 

Their hatred made him a ſlave , her harred made him a priſoner, 
bordage and impriſonment brought him acquainted with the 
chiefe Butler , made himſelfe knoyn to Pharach, and fobroughr 


him up to this exceeding height of place. Blefſed be God for his | 
goodneſſeto his people, no man ſhall hazard himfelfetoremporall | 


miſery for con'cience fake, but God will requitehim wirh a hundred 
fold (atleaſt more comfort) here, as well as with life eternall 
hereafter, Let /oſephs wages make you noraffaid , ſo farre as you are 
called roit, to doe Joſephs worke, that is, to ſay and doe good, and 
forbeare evill, rhough you incarre hatred and danger, and much 
affli&ion thereby. UE 

Laſtly, 7oſeph was bleſſed too in his poſterity , to make his well- 
fareup fully , be lived ro ſee the ſonnes of 1anaſfeth and Ephraim his | 
ewoſonnes, and he lived to ſee the part of the birth-right even the 
double portion conferred upon his children, and that by the mouth | 
of his Father, inſpired by God , when he made bis laſtwill. Jacob 
adopred his two ſonnes ro himſelfe ro make two Tribes, and God 
made them borh great , but eſpecially the younger, be made him 
a principall Tribe for poſſeſſions, and command afterwards z and 
this alſo is ſome ſatisfation to a Father, if be know that his 
children after him ſhall flotriſh for many generations. | 

O that we could feare God and follow-true vertue and piety as 


| Zoſeph did, that he might bleſſeus alſo as he did him, in our ſelves 
| and poſterity, inour ſtate and our name , inour bodies, atid in out 


ſoules, and in all that pertaineth to us according to his promiſe. 
And letall that feare Go4 be affuted, thar fo farre as is good for 
them, the Lord will 'give them proſperity in theſe things, forhe: 
made the ſame promiſes to all his people and will confirme them, 
ſo farre as they are capable, and ir may ſtand with their ſpirituall 
: Now you bave beard of 7oſephs life, conclude we with the con- 
cluſion of his life, his death. : | 

For neither honours, nor favours, nor grace, nor any thing could' 
keepe death away , and it muſt befall me zand you, and all that now 
live and areto live hereafter: onely marke that he dycd a godly and: 
comfortable death , for in the cloze of bis life, he made profeſ- 
ſion of his being an Hebrew , not an Egyptian, by taking anoath 
of them for the carrying of bis bores intothe Land of Canaan, gave 
them a promiſe of rheir returve thither , which was alſoancxerciſe 
of his Girh , to demonſtrate his comfortable expeRation of life 
etcrnall, whereof the Land of Promiſe was a figure. You arcnot 


| 


— 


Ccc 4 ignorant | 
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6 Hee was 
bleſſed rog in 
his poſterity, | 


His death, 


"Je 


Gene . Example of GCuav. 39. &c, 


ignorant Brethren, that within the compaſſe of an bundred Jeares 
a minute being compared to eternity, rhe whole number of you 
muſt be as well as Zoſeph dying and dead men. Be intreated to 
divorce: your hearts from ſinne, the cauſe of death , from the world, 
which at death you muſt leave, and from men- which cannot helpe 
you, neither in nor after death, and labour to ger righteouſneſſe 
which will deliver from death , ſome aſſurance of heaven, that ye 
may have a place of comfort after death, and intereſt into Chriſt, 
who can fave you fromthe hurt of death- And theſe things if 
you attaine, you 'may . triumph over death with Pas/s 
queſtion, Deathwhere i thy Ring ? elſe death 
will criumph over you, with the queſtion 
of Chriſt, whoſe then ſhall be theſe 
things of which thou glorieft ? 
So much of 
Toſeph. 
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| THE, TWENTY, SEVENTH 


EXAMPLE. 


ff +} WEI 


|IOQS EPHS. 


STEVVARD.. 


— — 


N E perſon alone rethplnerh tobe ſpoken 


$4 the Scripture giveth- him no natne at all; 
& He bath ago6dnameagoodreporrin Serips | is 
rure for a'gg6d rat; De ho vane, thar is, 
© no particulat ſurthine ; of ptofet 'name, 
) by which he was uſdally khowne and dis 
ſtihguiſhed from other men of his Coun 
try or progehiitors t þf his birth or dearh 
| = we have nothing, bur Hes fer forth by hi 
_ ro Hjeph, 'be was" Joſephs Steward ;forus Toſeyſowtd \, I 
Ai tis teape; what a tind of fervatit and Stekand dinrſtife wast 
! Þutiphar; tuck a kibd bf Steward it fotte (provi 
for him. He'bimſelfe Was a good feivantto bo 'M Ned (ucts Him 
{v\& being a Maſter , ehjdjes 2 good M—_ rg hin ma \ 10h" 
ties the Lord fees fit to bring LEA 
wreak a ana child'to hit Patents ; hath gf ok thFIdith Ui 


” of, whom wee cannot mathe to you, for | 


ſelfe, IR 


EF 


loſephiStew- 
ard, 

His name is 
nor exprefled 

in Scripture, 
neither any 
thing ſaidof 
bis buth or . 
death : he was 
agoodſcrvant. 


| eo his Maſter 


Gen, 43+ 23+ 


— VIPER —_—_— a —_—_—_ OTE: 


He was good. 
:| andto his bre- 


1.Teachable. 


Gen. The Example of Cur. 39. &c 


| bimſelfe , a good ſervanthath good, ſervants , and fointhereft. Let 
this incourage you that be in the place of ſervants , to 
your duties diligently unto your domeſtica]] Rulers your Maſters, 
for by this meages' you tay lay up for your ſelves , acomfortable 
bope of being ſerved with like care and diligence your ſelves, God 
Matt, i is be that onde thing, a6 fach 4 mama 
Maſter, it 1s r eth things (©, as ſuch a man bat 1 
and ſuch a one Arr nb” brink uſe great care to chooſe a 
ſervane, and meete ao ng tad one ccptrary to all their bopes 
«511d care, againe ſometimes by meere caſualty almoſt men light 
upon avery goog ſervant, -- po 

More 'particularly bis carriage was £00d to his Maſter, and to 
che ſtrangers, brethren to bis Maſter, but not by him knowne foto 
be. 1. Teac . they learnt ſome knowledge of the true God from 
him. The God of your Fathers, ſaith he, and your God barb green you this 


| frreaſure, How. came this man 'to know a diſtinQion of Gods ? 
| How came he to know that they had « God of their owne , peculiar 


fo them and to tbeir Fathers , which was not then acknowledged 
10bethe God ofall the worl 7 y po many Gods, this man 
acknowledgeth one God, and that one God which was acknow*+ 
ledged and worſhipped by theſe men and by their Forefarhers. It is 
) to'd bis Steward, ybat theſe were his brethren, 
ly manifeſt , that they were ſome ſuch as be knew 
thetrue God, whith bee knew by ſome few 
men, to be worſhipped in the Land of Canaan, Therefore you ſee 
how kindly be ſpeakes' ro them, rbat,'a\wan may even perceive by 
his words , that they were. fo much dearter to him, becauſe they 
pertained tothat God, This was the more obſervable , becauſe he 
was an Egyptian fervant, O bat all you which be ſervants rogodly 

overnours , would leamne fore goodnefſe from them, even to 
know: and ſerve God ; you all bave ſore knowledge of that ore 
God, but learne alſo the ſcare and love of that God, the fircere and 
carefull worſbipofthat God from your Govetnours, that would fain 


| reach it you , and would court themſelves happy if you weuld learne 


it from them. But for a ſervant tolive intke family of a Joſeph, thar 
laboureth to teach godlineſſe unto him by, yoxdand example, and 

| yet declares ro ſenſe nor feeling of God , to knftwledge or reſpe 

of bim', bow great a finne is this, and Dow certainely ſhall this 
Steward of Joſeph riſe up againſi ſuch in judpemevt2-- 

| Burſeci ndly , Joſephs ſervant was a very obſequious and dutifull 
ſervant, whatſoever his Maſter bad him doe was preſently dore, 


C+ 42+ ver. 25. 1oſeph commanded bim to $111 their ſackes with corre 


| as much as they cculd carry , and to putevery mans money into his 


lackes mouths, and to put his filver cup in the yourgeſt ſackes 
mouth , and his corne money , and he did according to his Maſters 
words , and C: 44,4. Hc bids bim runne after them, and ſay , ##y 


| hove you returned ill for goed 3 ws net ths the cmp in hich my Lora 
c drinkes 


L—.—___—_—_ 


m__——_ 


| Gar," l o -2 Pp T Steward. Cray, 39,8&c- 35 
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drinks, and for v hich he nould make diligent ſearch, for ſo lthinke ic 
thould be rendred,, for the matter of divining was farreenough from pe wo" 
| z2oſephs..  Loe the obedience of this. ſervant z he by the light PONY ponrabrs 
ture withour Scripture , was taughe to doe that, and did it, which 
che holy Scriptures reacherh us to doe, viz. to be obedient to our 
Maſters, as you reade by Saint Paul to the Epheſ. Cooſ. As alſoto 
Timothie, and by Peter. Therefore they are tobe blamed , that living 
in times of clearer light, andenjoying more helps towards vertue, 
are yet farre lefſe obedience then this man was; | 
| Arvineger tothe teeth, and 'ſmonke to the eyes, ſo is a floathfull meſ- | £,mmin 
| ſenger to i ins that ſerds him, and even ſo is a {loathfull or-carelefſe | Proverd, 
| ſervant rorhem that imploy hityt: as'vineger' ſers the teeth anedge, 
ſmoak makes the eyes ro*'\mart, 'fothefe-provoke anger-and gricfe in 
their Governours, Fu'fhil cherefore the boneſt commandements of 
your Governours , with ſpeed and diligence ,:;what things they ap- 
| poirt you to diſpatch, let rhem be diſpatcheJ in fir ſeaſon, and 
; manner. {il ou werta Maſter thou wouldſt have ſuch a ſcrvant, be 
{thou thir'ore ſuch a cne, and do as thou wouldſt be done by. 
| O but his Maſter (may ſome ſay) bad bim doe that which was 
rot lawfull , 2is, lolay ſnares for rhemen, inputting the cup into 
Benjamins ſacke unawares to him, and then following afrer chem 
with a grievous accuſation z that they had done great wrong , and 
(hewed great ingratitude in taking away his Maſters cup, and ſo ; 
bringing chem backe as if they bad becne great malefators. | | 
anſwere, that it 15 probable, /oſeph had acquainted his Steward with 
his meaning , that hedid this not withan intention of bringing then | 
into ſervicude, or doing them any wrong, but making a lirtle fur- 
(her eryall of chem for ſome conſideration, and fo the thing was 
not ill done of Yoſeph , nor of him. Let your obedience, therefore 
«now its due limits, obey your Maſters in all things, fo farre as 
juſtice and your duty to God willperm:t. | | 
Thirdly, his carryage to Joſephs brethren was very kind and cur- | 3.Hewss 
treouS, he brings chem to his Maſters houſe, ſpeakes comtorta ly pr bone : 
cochem. (aich pezce be to you , freeth them from their feares ; | [ys bro 
whe:ewith they were perplexed, lifts up their hearts to God , and | hren, 
ich, he bad given them chat money , brings Simeon forth ro 
chem whom they had lefr bound behind , and gives chem water to 
waſh their feet , and provender to their Cattle, Loe what ſtore of 
kindnefſe and courteſfie he ſhewes to theſe ſtrangers > his Maſter 
appointed him to bring them to his bouſe , bur all the other 
kind uſage is from himlelfe as it were an over-plus , beſides that 
which was enjoyned him, out of agood and affable nature, and 
out of ſome good will he bare them, becaule be bad beene infory 
med of rhe God of their Fathers. i if 
\Now ler him be an Example to us, of pradiſing like curteſie to 
trapgers, and ſpecially when we fce them troubled and grieved, 
land molt of all , if we perceive them tobe ſervants to the true God, 
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[Gex. The Example of Cun5g &c., 


ſearne that vertue of this Steward , 5 though hee was a ; Riva ;abd 
{ bond-man , yetiit.was to 
| Thas bave 1 finiſhed the Examples of the Booke of of Ge, 
PT Janet oe dead ol og, or the Þ Ta: 
che begi world to' of Joſeph, for 
it is thought by ſome; of 2309 years of therabouts , be the one, of 
60'inore's becauſe they doe differ in judgement, ſo much about the 
age of Terah , when hoboge Abraham, ' © 
The maine thing'in-che whole doryeo be obſerved is, how wor- 
Jerful bythe providence of God , wrought by —_— to bring his 
Chureb from out of the loynes ws} wen tomake it a great 
WENy Nation , which was buta lirtle family, preſerving 
| truth ,-and Religion, in that houſehold and lineage, 
TOEALL hen hee ſuffered elt.orher Nations bylirtle 
| | and lirtle ro follow their owne way 
SHOES and rmane-into Idolatry and 
abominations? 


